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PROCEEDINGS 


OF 


THE SENATE OFTHE UNITED STATES; 


AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRD CONGRESS, BEGUN 
PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 2, 1793. 


AT THE CITY OF 


NOTE TO THE REATER, 


To account for the absence of any Report of Debates in the Senate in the Third Congress, it is proper here 
to repeat that the Senate sat with closed doors during its Legislative as well as its Executive sittings, from the 
beginning of the First Congress up to the 20th day of February, 1794, when a proposition succeeded, which 
had frequently before failed, in that body, that the Legislative sittings of the Senate should thenceforth, after 


the end of that session of Congress, be conducted with open doors and galleries. 


Monpay, December 2, 1793. 


This being the day fixed by the Constitution | 
for the annual meeting of Congress, the following | 
members of the Senate appeared, produced their 
credentials, and took their seats: 

Joun Apams, Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate; 


Joun Lanepon and Samuet Livermore, from | 


New Hampshire ; 

Georce Casor, from Massachusetts ; 

Ouiver Evtsworrs, from Connecticut ; 

Moses Rosinson, from Vermont; 

Aaron Burr, from New York; 

Joun Ruruerrurp, from New Jersey ; 

Rosert Morris and Atsert GAuiatin, from 
Pennsylvania ; 

James Monrog, from Virginia ; 

Joun Epwarps, from Kentucky ; 

Bensamin Hawkins, from North Carolina ; 

Ratpu Izarp, from South Carolina. 

Mr. Lanapon, the President of the Senate pro 
tempore, administered the oath required by law to 
the Vice Presipent or tHe Unirep States. 

The Secretary read the credentials of the fol- | 
lowing Senators appointed for the terms respect- | 
ively mentioned therein: 

Pierce Burcer, from South Carolina; 

ALexaNnperR Martin, from North Carolina; 

Joun Vining, from Delaware. 

The Vice Presipent administered the oath re- 
quired by law to Mr. Burier, Mr. GaLvatin, 
and Mr. Martin, respectively, and they took their 
seats. 

STEPHEN Mix Mircue tt, appointed by the State 
of Connecticut a Senator for two years, in the | 


place of Roger Suerman, deceased, produced his | 


credentials, which being read, the Vick PRESIDENT 
administered to him the oath required by law, and 
he took his seat. 

The Vice Presivent laid before the Senate the | 
petition of Conrad Laub and others, relative to 
the appointment of Mr. GaLtatin, a Senator of | 


3d Con.—2 


| the United States; which was read, and ordered 
| to lie on the table. 

The Vice Presipent also communicated a let- 

| ter from Grorce Reap, of Delaware, resigning 
his seat in the Senate; which was read, and or- 
| dered to lie on the table. 
| Ordered, Thatthe Secretary acquaint the House 
|of Representatives that a quorum of the Senate 
is assembled, and ready to proceed to business. 
| Ordered, That Messrs. Izarp and Lanapon be 
| a joint committee on the part of the Senate, to- 
| gether with such committee as the House of Re- 
| presentatiy es may appoint, on their part, to wait 
|on the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, and 
| notify him that a quorum cf the two Houses is 
| assembled, and ready to receive any communica- 
| tions that he may be pleased to make to them. 
| A message from the House of Representatives 
| informed the Senate that the House had elected 
|Frepverick A. MunvLensere their Speaker, and 
| that they have concurred with the Senate in ap- 
pointing a joint committee to wait on the Prest- 
| DENT OF THE Unirep States. 

Mr. Izarp, from the joint committee who had 
| waited on the Presipenr, reported that the Pre- 
SIDENT would meet the two Houses to-morrow, 

'at 12 o’clock, in the Senate Chamber. 


Tvuespay, December 3. 


The two Houses being assembled in the Senate 
_Chamber, the Presipent or THE Unirep States 
‘entered, and addressed the two Houses of Con- 
gress as follows: 

Fellow-citizens of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


Since the commencement of the term for which I 
, have been again called into office, no fit occasion has 
arisen for expressing to my fellow-citizens at large the 
deep and respectful sense which I feel of the renewed 
testimony of public approbation. While, on the one 
hand, it awakened my gratitude for all those instances 
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of affectionate partiality with which I have been honor- 
ed by my country, on the other, it could not prevent an 
earnest wish for that retirement from which no private 
consideration should ever have torn me. But, influ- 
enced by the belief that my conduct would be estimated 
according to its real motives, and that the people, and 
the authorities derived from them, would support exer- 
tions having nothing personal for their object, I have 
obeyed the suffrage which commanded me to resume 
the Executive power, and I humbly implore that Being 
on whose will the fate of nations depends, to crown 
with success our mutual endeavors for the general hap- 
piness. 

As soon as the war in Europe had embraced those 
Powers with whom the United States have the most 
extensive relations, there was reason to apprehend that 
our intercourse with them might be interrupted, and 
our disposition for peace drawn into question by the 
suspicions too often entertained by belligerent nations. 
It seemed, therefore, to be my duty to admonish our 
citizens of the consequences of a contraband trade, and 
of hostile acts to any of the parties, and to obtain, by a 
declaration of the existing legal state of things, an easier 
admission of our right to the immunities belonging to 
our situation. Under these impressions, the Proclama- 
tion which will be laid before you was issued. 

In this posture of affairs, both new and delicate, I 
resolved to adopt general rules, which should conform 
to the treaties and assert the privileges of the United 
States. These were reduced into a system, which will 
be communicated to you. Although J have not thought 
myself at liberty to forbid the sale of the prizes permit- 
ted by our treaty of commerce with France to be brought 
into our ports, I have not refused to cause them to be 
restored when they were taken within the protection of 
our territory, or by vessels commissioned or equipped 
in a warlike form within the limits of the United States. 

It rests with the wisdom of Congress to correct, im- 
prove, or enforce this plan of procedure; and it will 
probably be found expedient to extend the legal code 
and the jurisdiction of the Courts of the United States 
to many cases which, though dependent on principles 
already recognised, demand some further provisions. 

Where individuals shall, within the United States, 
array themselves in hostility against any of the Powers 
at war, or enter upon military expeditions or enter- 
prises within the jurisdiction of the United States; or 
usurp and exercise Judicial authority within the United 
States ; or where the penalties on violations of the law 
of nations may have been indistinctly marked, or are 
inadequate—these offences cannot receive too early and 
close an attention, and require prompt and decisive re- 
medies. 

Whatsoever those remedies may be, they will be well 
administered by the Judiciary, who possess a long-es- 
tablished course of investigation, effectual process, and 
officers in the habit of executing it. 

In like manner, as several of the Courts have doubt- 
ed, under particular circumstances, their power to liber- 
ate the vessels of a nation at peace, and even of a citi- 
zen of the United States, although seized under a false 
color of being hostile property, and have denied their 
power to liberate certain captures within the protection 
of our territory, it would seem proper to regulate their 
jurisdiction in these points; but, if the Executive is to 
be the resort in either of the two last-mentioned cases, 
it is hoped that he will be authorized by law to have 
facts ascertained by the Courts, when, for his own in- 
formation, he shall request it. 
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I cannot recommend to your notice measures for the 
fulfilment of our duties to the rest of the world, without 
again pressing upon you the necessity of placing our. 
selves in a condition of complete defence, and of exact- 
ing from them the fulfilment of their duties towards us. 
The United States ought not to indulge a persuasion 
that, contrary to the order of human events, they will 
forever keep at a distance those painful appeals to arms 
with which the history of every other nation abounds. 
There is a rank due to the United States among na- 
tions, which will be withheld, if not absolutely lost, by 
the reputation of weakness. If we desire to avoid in- 
sult, we must be able to repel it; if we desire to secure 
peace, one of the most powerful instruments of our ris- 
ing prosperity, it must be known that we are at all 
times ready for war. The documents which will be pre- 
sented to you will show the amount and kinds of arms 
and military stores now in our magazines and arsenals ; 
and yet an addition even to these supplies cannot with 
prudence be neglected, as it would leave nothing to the 
uncertainty of procuring of warlike apparatus in the 
moment of public danger. 

Nor can such arrangements, with such objects, be 
exposed to the censure or jealousy of the warmest friends 
of Republican Government. They are incapable of 
abuse in the hands of the Militia, who ought to possess 
a pride in being the depository of the force of the Re- 
public, and may be trained to a degree of energy equal 
to every military exigency of the United States. But 
it is an inquiry which cannot be too solemnly pursued, 
whether the act “ more effectually to provide for the na- 
tional defence, by establishing an uniform Militia 
throughout the United States,” has organized them so as 
to produce their full effect ; whether your own experience 
in the several States has not detected some imperfec- 
tions in the scheme; and whether a material feature, in 
an improvement of it, ought not to be to afford an op- 
portunity for the study of those branches of the military 
art which can scarcely ever be attained by practice 
alone? 

The connexion of the United States with Europe has 
become extremely interesting. The occurrences which 
relate to it and have passed under the knowledge of the 
Executive, will be exhibited to Congress in a subsequent 
communication. 

When we contemplate the war on our frontiers, it 
may be truly affirmed that every reasonable effort has 
been made to adjust the causes of dissension with the 
Indians north of the Ohio. The instructions given to 
the Commissioners evince a moderation and equity pro- 
ceeding from a sincere love of peace and a liberality 
having no restriction but the essential interests and dig- 
nity of the United States. The attempt, however, of an 
amicable negotiation having been frustrated, the troops 
have marched to act offensively. Although the pro- 
posed treaty did not arrest the progress of military pre- 
paration, it is doubtful how far the advance of the sea- 
son, before good faith justified active movements, may 
retard them, during the remainder of the year. From 
the papers and intelligence which relate to this import- 
ant subject, you will determine whether the deficiency 
in the number of troops granted by law shall be com- 
pensated by succors of Militia, or additional encourage- 
ments shall be proposed to recruits. 

An anxiety has been also demonstrated by the Ex- 
ecutive for peace with the Creeks and the Cherokees. 
The former have been relieved with corn and with cloth- 
ing, and offensive measures against them prohibited dur- 
ing the recess of Congress. To satisfy the complaints 
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of the latter, prosecutions have been instituted for the 
violences committed upon them. Butthe papers which 
will be delivered to you, disclose the critical footing on 
which we stand in regard to both those tribes, and it is 
with Congress to pronounce what shall be done. 

After they shall have provided for the present emer- 
gency, it will merit their most serious labors to render 
tranquility with the savages permanent, by creating ties 
of interest. Next to a rigorous execution of justice on 
the violators of peace, the establishment of commerce 
with the Indian nations, in behalf of the United States, 
is most likely to conciliate their attachment. But it 
ought to be conducted without fraud, without extortion, 
with constant and plentiful supplies, with a ready mar- 
ket for the commodities of the Indians, and a stated 
price for what they give in payment and receive in ex- 
change. Individuals will not pursue such a traffic, un- 
less they be allured by the hope of profit ; but it will be 
enough for the United States to be reimbursed only. 
Should this recommendation accord with the opinion of 
Congress, they will recollect that it cannot be accom- 
plished by any means yet in the hands of the Execu- 
tive. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


The Commissioners charged with the settlement of 
accounts between the United States and individual 
States concluded their important functions within the 
time limited by law, and the balances struck in their 
Report (which will be laid before Congress) have been 
placed on the books of the Treasury. 

On the first day of June last, an instalment of one 
million of florins became payable on the Loans of the 
United States in Holland. ‘This was adjusted by a pro- 
longation of the period of reimbursement, in nature of 
a new Loan, at an interest of five per cent., for the term 
of ten years, and the expenses of this operation were a 
commission of three per cent. 

The first instalment of the Loan of two millions of 
dollars from the Bank of the United States has been 
paid, as was directed by law. For the second it is ne- 
cessary that provision should be made. 

No pecuniary consideration is more urgent than the 
regular redemption and discharge of the Public Debt; 
on none can delay be more injurious, or an economy of 
time more valuable. 

The productiveness of the public revenues hitherto 
has continued to equal the anticipations which were 
formed of it, but it is not expected to prove commensu- 
rate with all the objects which have been suggested. 
Some auxiliary provisions will, therefore, it is presumed, 
be requisite; and it is hoped that these may be made 
consistently with a due regard to the convenience of 
our citizens, who cannot but be sensible of the true wis- 
dom of encountering a small present addition to their 
contributions, to obviate a future accumulation of bur- 
dens. 

But here I cannot forbear to recommend a repeal of 
the tax on the transportation of public prints. There 
is no resource so firm for the Government of the United 
States as the affections of the people, guided by an en- 
lightened policy ; and to this primary good nothing can 
conduce more than a faithful representation of public 
proceedings, diffused without restraint, throughout the 
United States. 

An estimate of the appropriations necessary for the 
current service of the ensuing year, and a statement of 
a purchase of arms and military stores, made during the 
recess, will be presented to Congress. 
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Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 
The several subjects to which I have now referred 
open a wide range to your deliberations, and involve 
some of the choicest interests of our common country. 
Permit me to bring to your remembrance tie magni- 
tude of your task. Without an unprejudiced coolness, 
the welfare of the Government may be hazarded ; with- 
out harmony, as far as consists with freedom of senti- 
ment, its dignity may be lost. But, as the Legislative 
proceedings of the United States will never, I trust, be 
reproached for the want of temper or of candor, so shall 
not the public happiness languish from the want of my 
strenuous and warmest co-operation. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Partape tenia, December 3, 1793. 


The Presipent having retired, the two Houses 
separated. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have resolved that 
two Chaplains, of different denominations, be ap- 
pointed for the present session, one by each House, 
who shall interchange weekly ; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate concurred with the above proposi- 
tion, and appointed the Right Reverend Bishop 
Wuire to be Chaplain on the part of the Senate. 

A Message was received from the PRESIDENT 
or THE Unitep Strares, communicating his Pro- 
clamation of the 22d of April, 1793, together with 
the Rules established by the Presipenr for the 
government of the Executive Officers, in cases of 
vessels equipping in the ports of the United States. 

The Proclamation and Rules were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, a committee of five was appointed 
to report the draft of an Address to the PRESIDENT, 
in answer to his Speech to both Houses. 

Messrs. ELtswortn, Butcer, Izarp, Lanepon, 
and RurHerFuRD, were named. 





Wenpnespay, December 4. 


The Vice Presivenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of War, with sundry 
papers therein referred to; which Letter and pa- 
pers were, in part, read, and the Senate then ad- 
journed. 


Tuurspay, December 5. 

Freperick Frevincuuysen, from New Jersey, 
appeared, produced his credentials, and, the usual 
oath being administered to him, took his seat. 

The reading of the papers yesterday received 
from the Secretary of War was resumed ; and, 
after progress, postponed. 

The following Message was received from the 
PrestDENT oF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate and 
of the House of Representatives : 


As the present situation of the several nations of Eu- 
rope, and especially of those with which the United 
States have important relations, cannot but render. the 
state of things between them and us matter of interest- 
ing inquiry to the Legislature, and may indeed give 








15 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 16 





Senate. | Procee 


rise to deliberations to which they alone are competent, 
I have thought it my duty to communicate to them cer- 
tain correspondences which have taken place. 

The Representative and Executive bodies of France 
have manifested generally a friendly attachment to this 
country, have given advantages to our commerce and 
navigation, and have made overtures for placing these 
advantages on permanent ground. A decree, however, 
of the National Assembly, subjecting vessels laden with 
provisions to be carried into their ports, and making ene- 
my goods lawful prize in the vessel ofa friend, contrary to 
our Treaty, though revoked at one time as to the Unit- 
ed States, has been since extended to their vessels also, 
as has been recently stated to us. Representations on 
this subject will be immediately given in charge to our 
Minister there, and the result shall be communicated to 
the Legislature. 

It is with extreme concern I have to inform you that 
the proceedings of the person whom they have unfor- 
tunately appointed their Minister Plenipotentiary here 
have breathed nothing of the friendly spirit of the nation 
which sent him; their tendency, on the contrary, has 
been to involve us in war abroad and discord and 
anarchy at home. So far as his acts, or those of his 
agents, have threatened our immediate commitment in 
the war, or flagrant insult to the authority of the laws, 
their effect has been counteracted by the ordinary cogni- 
zance of the laws, and by an exertion of the powers con- 
fided to me. Where their danger was not imminent, 
they have been borne with, from sentiments of regard 
to his nation, from a sense of their friendship towards 
us, from a conviction that they would not suffer us to 
remain long exposed to the action of a person who has 
so little respected our mutual dispositions, and, I will 
add, from a reliance on the firmness of my fellow-citi- 
zens in their principles of peace and order. In the 
mean time, I have respected and pursued the stipula- 
. tions of our treaties, according to what I judged their 
true sense, and have withheld no act of friendship which 
their affairs have called for from us, and which justice 
to others left us free to perform. I have gone further: 
rather than employ force for the restitution of certain 
vessels which I deemed the United States bound to re- 
store, I thought it more advisable to satisfy the parties 
by avowing it to be my opinion that, if restitution were 
not made, it would be incumbent on the United States 
to make compensation. The papers now communicat- 
ed will more particularly apprise you of these trans- 
actions. 

The vexations and spoliation understood to have been 
committed on our vessels and commerce by the cruisers 
and officers of some of the belligerent Powers, appeared 
to require attention. The proofs of these, however, not 
having been brought forward, the descriptions of citi- 
zens supposed to have suffered were notified that, on 
furnishing them to the Executive, due measures would 
be taken to obtain redress of the past, and more effect- 
ual provisions against the future. Should such docu- 
ments be furnished, proper representations will be made 
thereon, with a just reliance on a redress proportioned 
to the exigency of the case. 

The British Government having undertaken, by or- 
ders to the commanders of their armed vessels, to re- 
strain generally our commerce in corn and other pro- 
visions to their own ports, and those of their friends, the 
instructions now communicated were immediately for- 
warded to our Minister at that Court. In the mean 
time, some discussions on the subject took place be- 
tween him and them. These are also laid before you, 
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and I may expect to learn the result of his special in- 
structions in time to make it known to the Legislature 
during their present session. 

Very early after the arrival of a British Minister here 
mutual explanations on the inexecution of the Treaty 
of Peace were entered into with that Minister. These 
are now laid before you for your information. 

On the subjects of mutual interest between this coun- 
try and Spain, negotiations and conferences are now 
depending. The public good requiring that the present 
state of these should be made known to the Legislature 
in confidence only, they shall be the subject of a sepa- 
rate and subsequent communication. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Uxitrep States, December 5, 1793. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were, in part, read, and the further reading post- 
poned. 

The following Report of the Commissioners 
appointed to execute the several acts of Congress 
to provide more effectually for the settlement of 
the Accounts between the United States and the 
individual States was also received from the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares: 


The Commissioners appointed to execute the several 
acts of Congress to provide more effectually for the 
settlement of the Accounts between the United States 
and the individual States, report : 


That they have maturely considered the claims of the 
several States against the United States, and the charges 
of the United States against the individual States. 

That they have gone through the process prescribed 
in the fifth section of the act of Congress passed the 5th 
day of August, 1790, (the particulars whereof will be 
found in book A, lodged with the papers of this office, 
in the Treasury Department,) and find that there is 
due, including interest, to the 31st day of December, 
1789, to the State of— 

New Hampshire, seventy-five thousand and fifty-five 
dollars ; 

Massachusetts, one million two hundred and forty- 
eight thousand eight hundred and one dollars ; 

Rhode Island, two hundred and ninety-nine thousand 
six hundred and eleven dollars ; 

Connecticut, six hundred and nineteen thousand one 
hundred and twenty-one dollars ; 

New Jersey, forty-nine thousand and thirty dollars ; 

South Carolina, one million two hundred and five 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight dollars ; 

Georgia, nineteen thousand nine hundred and eighty- 
eight dollars. 

And that there is due, including interest, to the 31st 
day of December, 1789, from the State of— 

New York, two million and seventy-four thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six dollars ; 

Pennsylvania, seventy-six thousand seven hundred 
and nine dollars ; 

Delaware, six hundred and twelve thousand four hun- 
dred and twenty-eight dollars ; 

Maryland, one hundred and fifty-one thousand six 
hundred and forty dollars ; 

Virginia, one hundred thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-nine dollars ; 

North Carolina, five hundred and one thousand and 
eighty-two dollars. 

Which several sums, they, by virtue of the authority 
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to them delegated, declare to be the final and conclu- 
sive balances due to and from the several States. 
WILLIAM IRVINE, 
JOPN KEAN, 
WOODBURY LANGDON. 
Orricr oF THE CommissionERs oF Accounts, 


Philadelphia, June 29, 1793. 











Fripay, December 6. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they had elected the 
Rev. AsHBEL GREEN as Chaplain to Congress, on 
their part. 

Mr. ELiswor'h, from the committee appointed 
to report the draft of an Address to the Presipent 
or THE Unirep Srares, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered for consideration on Mon- 
day next. 

he Senate resumed the reading of the com- 
munications referred to in the Message of the 
Presipenr of the 5th instant; and, after progress, 
adjourned to Monday. 


Monpay, December 9. 


Messrs. Steruen R. Brap ey, from Vermont, 
Tueovore Foster, from Rhode Island, and Ru- 
rus Kine, from New York, appeared and took 
their seats. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter of the 7th instant, from Samuel Meredith, 
Treasurer of the United States, with his quarterly 
accounts, made up to the 3lst of March last, to- 
gether with his accounts respecting the Depart- 
ment of War, made up to the 30th of June last. 

The Letter was read. 

Ordered, That the Letter and papers therein 
referred to lie on the table. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the draft of an Address 
reported by the committee in answer to the 
Speech of the Presivent or THE Unitrep States 
to Congress at the opening of the session ; which, 
being amended, and the several paragraphs of the 
report agreed to, it was adopted, as follows: 


“ To the President of the United States : 


“ Accept, sir, the thanks of the Senate for your 
Speech delivered to both Houses of Congress at the 
opening of the session. Your re-election to the Chief 
Magistracy of the United States gives us sincere plea- 
sure. We consider it as an event every way propitious 
to the happiness of our country ; and your compliance 
with the call, as a fresh instance of the patriotism which 
has so repeatedly led you to sacrifice private inclination 
to the public good. In the unanimity which a second 
time marks this important national act, we trace, with 
particular satisfaction, besides the distinguished tribute 
paid to the virtues and abilities which it recognises, 
another proof of that just discernment and constancy of 
sentiments and views which have hitherto characterized 
the citizens of the United States. 

“As the European Powers with whom the United 
States have the most extensive relations were involved 
in war, in which we had taken no part, it seemed ne- 
cessary that the disposition of the nation for peace 
should be promulgated to the world, as well for the 
purpose of admonishing our citizens of the consequences 
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of a contraband trade and of acts hostile to any of the 
belligerent parties, as to obtain, by a declaration of the 
existing legal state of things, an easier admission of our 
right to the immunities of our situation; we, therefore, 
contemplate with pleasure the Proclamation by you 
issued, and give it our hearty approbation. We deem 
it a measure well-timed and wise, manifesting a watch- 
ful solicitude for the welfare of the nation, and calcu- 
lated to promote it. 

“The several important matters presented to our 
consideration will, in the course of the session, engage 
all the attention to which they are respectively entitled : 
and, as the public happiness will be the sole guide of 
our deliberations, we are perfectly assured of receiving 
your strenuous and most zealous co-operation. 

“JOHN ADAMS, 
“ Vice President of the United States, 
“and President of the Senate.” 


Ordered, That Messrs. ELusworts and But- 
LER wait on the Prestpent or THE UniTepD 
Srates, and desire him to acquaint the Senate 
at what time and place it will be most convenient 
for him that the foregoing Address should be pre- 
sented. 


Tuespay, December 10. 


Joun Brown, from the State of Kentucky, 
attended to-day. 

Mr. Ettsworrs reported, from the committee 
appointed yesterday to wait on the PRESIDENT OF 
THE Unirep Srares, that the Presipenr pro- 
posed to receive the Address of the Senate this 
day, at 12 o’clock, at his own house. Whereupon, 
the Senate waited on the PresiDENT OF THE 
Unirep States, and the Vice Prestpent, in 
their name, presented the Address agreed to on 
the 9th instant. To this Address the PrestpENT 
or THE Unirep Srares was pleased to make the 
following Reply: 

“GentLemeN: The pleasure expressed by the Se- 
nate on my re-election to the station which I fill, com- 
mands my sincere and warmest acknowledgments. If 
this be an event which promises the smallest addition 
to the happiness of our country, as it is my duty, so 
shall it be my study, to realize the expectation. 

“The decided approbation which the Proclamation 
now receives from your House, by completing the proofs 
that this measure is considered as manifesting a vigilant 
attention to the welfare of the United States, brings 
with it a peculiar gratification to my mind. 

“The other important subjects which have been com- 
municated to you will, I am confident, receive a due 
discussion ; and the result will, I trust, prove fortunate 
to the United States. 

“G. WASHINGTON.” 


The Senate then returned to their Chamber, 
and resumed the reading of the papers communi- 
cated in the Message of the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unitep Srares of the 5th instant, but adjourned 
before they were got through. 


Wenpnespay. December 11. 
Cates Srrone, from Massachusetts, attended 
to-day. 
The credentials of Mr. Brown and Mr. Strone 
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were read, the usual oath administered to them, 
and they took their seats. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Treasurer of the United States, 
with his specie account, made up to the 30th of 
June last; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Ordered, That Messrs. RurnerrurD, Capor, 
Ex.iswortsh, Livermore, and MITCHELL, be a 
committee to take into consideration the petition 
of Conrad Laub and others, stating that the Hon. 
AsBerT GALLATIN, at the time he was elected a 
Senator of the United States, had not been nine 
years a citizen of the said United States, as is 
required by the Constitution, and report thereon 
to the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the papers 
referred to in the Message of the PRESIDENT OF 
THE Unirep Srartes of the 5th instant; and, after 
progress, adjourned. 


Fripay, December 13. 


WicuiaMm Braprorp, from Rhode Island, and 

Joun Tay tor, from Virginia, attended, produced 
their credentials, and took the usual oath and their 
seats. . 
The Senate resumed the reading of the papers 
communicated with the Message of the Presipent 
on the 5th instant; and the Message and papers 
therein referred to were ordered to lie for consi- 
deration. 





Monpay, December 16. 


James Jackson, from Georgia, attended, pro- 
duced his credentials, and, the oath required by 
law being administered to him, he took his seat 
in the Senate. 

The Communications from the Secretary of 
the Department of War, of the 4th instant, were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Vick Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
War, with a return of the ordnance, arms, and 
military stores, in possession of the United States. 
together with a variety of papers, giving a view 
of the Southwestern frontiers, as connected with 
the Creek Indians and the State of Georgia, and 
the Southwestern cerritory of the United States 
and the Cherokees; which Letter was read. 

Ordered, That the Letter and papers therein 
referred to lie on the table. 

The following Messages were received from the 
Presipent or THe Unitep Srares, and read: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

of the House of Representatives : 

The situation of affairs in Europe, in the course of 
the year 1790, having rendered it possible that a mo- 
ment might arrive favorable for the arrangement of our 
unsettled matters with Spain, it was thought proper to 
prepare our Representative at that Court to avail us of 
it. A confidential person was therefore despatched to 
be the bearer of instructions to him, and to supply, by 
verbal communications, any additional information of 
which he might find himself in need. The Govern- 
ment of France was, at the same time, applied to for 
its aid and influence in this negotiation. Events, how- 


ever, took a turn which did not present the occasion 
hoped for. 

About the close of the ensuing year I was informed, 
through the Representatives of Spain here, that their 
Government would be willing to renew at Madrid the 
former conferences on these subjects. Though the 
transfer of scene was not what would have been desired, 
yet I did not think it important enough to reject the 
proposition ; and, therefore, with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, I appointed Commissioners Plenipoten- 
tiary for negotiating and concluding a Treaty with that 
country, on the several subjects of boundary, naviga- 
tion, and commerce, and gave them the instructions 
now communicated. Before these negotiations, how- 
ever, could be got into train, the new troubles which 
had arisen in Europe had produced new combinations 
among the Powers there, the effects of which are but 
too visible in the proceedings now laid before you. 

In the meantime some other points of discussion had 
arisen with that country, to wit: the restitution of pro- 
perty escaping into the territories of each other, the 
mutual exchange of fugitives from justice, and, above 
all, the mutual interferences with the Indians lying be- 
tween us. I had the best reason to believe that the 
hostilities threatened and exercised by the Southern 
Indians on our border were excited by the agents of 
that Government. Representations were thereon di- 
rected to be made by our Commissioners to the Spanish 
Government, and a proposal to cultivate, with good 
faith, the peace of each other with those people. In 
the mean time corresponding suspicions were enter- 
tained, or pretended to be entertained, on their part, of 
like hostile excitements by our agents to disturb their 
peace with the same nations. These were brought for- 
ward by the Representatives of Spain here, in a style 
which could not fail to produce attention. A claim of 
patronage and protection of those Indians was asserted ; 
a mediation between them and us by that Sovereign 
assumed ; their boundaries with us made a subject of 
his interference; and, at length, at the very moment 
when these savages were committing daily inroads upon 
our frontier, we were informed by them that “ the con- 
tinuation of the peace, good harmony, and perfect friend- 
ship of the two nations, was very problematical for the 
future, unless the United States should take more con- 
venient measures, and of greater energy, than those 
adopted for a long time past.” 

If their previous correspondence had worn the appear- 
ance of a desire to urge on a disagreement, this last 
declaration left no room to evade it, since it could not 
be conceived we would submit to the scalping-knife and 
tomahawk of the savage without any resistance. I 
thought it time, therefore, to know if these were the 
views of their Sovereign, and despatched a special mes- 
senger with instructions to our Commissioners, which 
are among the papers now communicated. Their last 
letter gives us reason to expect very shortly to know 
the result. I must add that the Spanish Representa- 
tives here, perceiving that their last communication had 
made considerable impression, endeavored to abate this 
by some subsequent professions, which, being also 
among the communications to the Legislature, they will 
be able to form their own conclusions. 

GO. WASHINGTON. 

Unirxp States, December 16, 1793. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you a Report of the Secretary of State 
on the measures which have been taken on behalf of 
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the United States for the purpose of obtaining a recog- 
nition of our treaty with Morocco, and for the ransom 
of our citizens, and establishment of peace with Algiers. 

While it is proper our citizens should know that sub- 
jects which so much concern their interests and their 
feelings have duly engaged the attention of their Legis- 
lature and Executive, it would still be improper that 
some particulars of this communication should be made 
known. The confidential conversation stated in one 
of the last letters, sent herewith, is one of these. Both 
justice and policy require that the source of that in- 
formation should remain secret. So a knowledge of 
the sums meant to have been given for peace and ran- 
som might have a disadvantageous influence on future 
proceedings for the same objects. 

GO. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, December 16, 1793. 


These Messages were ordered to lie for con- 
sideration. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate 
the following Report, to wit: 


“The Vice President of the United States and Presi- 
dent of the Senate, the Chief Justice, the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the At- 
torney General, respectfully report to Congress, as 
follows : 


“ That, pursuant to the act entitled ‘ An act making 
further provision for the reduction of the Public Debt,’ 
and in conformity to resolutions agreed upon by them, 
and severally approved by the President of the United 
States, they have, since their report of the 17th of No- 
vember, 1792, caused purchases of the said Debt to be 
made, through the agency of Samuel Meredith and Jo- 
nathan Burrall, respectively, to the amount of $523,735 
21 in stock, for which there have been paid, in specie, 
$426,842 75. That, pursuant to the act entitled ‘An 
act supplementary to the act making provision for the 
Debt of the United States,’ and in conformity to resolu- 
tions agreed upon by them, and severally approved by 
the President of the United States, they have also 
caused purchases of the said Debt to be made subse- 
quent to their said report of the 17th of November, 
1792, to the amount of $122,538 14 in stock, for which 
there have been paid $75,660 87, in specie. That the 
several documents accompanying this report marked 
Aa, Ba, and Nos. 1 to 7, with their enclosures, show 
the aforesaid purchases, generally and in detail, includ- 
ing the places where, the time when, the prices at 
which, and the persons to whom, they have been made. 
That the purchases now and heretofore reported amount, 
together, to $2,019,193 10 in stock, for which there 
have been paid $1,394,664 40, in specie, as will be 
be more particularly seen by the document aforesaid 
marked Aa. On behalf of the Board : 

“JOHN ADAMS. 

“ Puitapetruia, December 16, 1793.” 


The Report was read, and, together with the 
papers therein referred to, ordered to lie on the 
table. 





Tuespay, December 17. 


Joun Vinine, from Delaware, appeared, and, 
the oath required by law being, by the Vice Pre- 
SIDENT, administered to him, he took his seat in 
the Senate. 

The Communications received from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares on the 16th instant 
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relative to the negotiations with the Court of 
Spain, were in part read; and, after progress, the 
Senate adjourned. 





Wepnespay, December 18. 


The Communications received from the Prest- 
DENT OF THE Unitrep Srares on the 16th instant, 
relative to the negotiations with the Court of 
Spain, were read, and ordered to lie for consider- 
ation. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
War, of this date, communicating further in- 
formation relative to the Southwestern frontiers ; 
which Letter and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
State, of the 16th instant, with a report on the 
ee and restrictions on the commerce of the 

nited States in foreign countries; which were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 





Tuurspay, December 19. 


The Communications received from the Secre- 
tary of the Department of War on the 16th in- 
stant, relative to further information respecting 
the Southwestern frontiers, were in part read; 
and, after progress, the Senate adjourned. 





Fripay, December 20. 


The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications from the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War on the 16th instant, relative to fur- 
ther information respecting the Southwestern 
frontiers; and, after progress, the Senate ad- 
journed. 





Monpay, December 23. 


Mr. Bran ey notified the Senate that, on Wed- 
nesday next, he should move for leave to bring in 
a bill for altering the Flag of the United States. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications from the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War, on the 16th instant, relative to fur- 
ther information respecting the Southwestern 
frontiers; and, after progress, the Senate ad- 
journed. 





Tvuespay, December 24. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNiTepD States: 


“ Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

“ Since the communications which were made to you 
on the affairs of the United States with Spain, and on 
the truce between Portugal and Algiers, some other 
papers have been received, which, making a part of the 
same subjects, are now communicated for your informa- 
tion. G. WASHINGTON. 

“Unrrep States, December 23, 1793.” 


The Message and papers referred to were read, 
and ordered to lie for consideration. 
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Mr. Butcer notified the Senate that he should, 
on some day the next week, request leave to bring 
in a bill in addition to the act, entitled “An act to 
incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
United States.” 

The following motion was made and seconded, 
to wit: That the Constitution be amended by add- 
ing, at the end of the ninth section of the first ar- 
ticle, the following clause: 

“ Nor shall any person holding any office or stock in 
any institution in the nature of a Bank for issuing or 
discounting bills or notes payable to bearer or order, 
under the authority of the United States, be a member 
of either House whilst he holds such office or stock ; 
but no power to grant any charter of incorporation, or 
any commercial or other monopoly, shall be herein im- 
plied.” 

And it was agreed that this motion should lie 
for consideration : 

Ordered, That Messrs. Strona, ELLsworrn, 
and Kina, be a committee to take into considera- 
tion that part of the Presipent’s Speech which 
recommends a further provision against offences. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the com- 
munications from the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War of the 16th instant, relative to further 
information respecting the Southwestern fron- 
tiers; and, after progress, the Senate adjourned to 
Thursday next. 





Tuurspay, December 26. 


Agreeably to notice given on the 23d instant, 
Mr. Brapiey obtained leave to bring in a bill 
making an alteration in the Flag of the United 
States; and the bill was read the first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications from the Secretary of the Department 
of War of the 16th instant, relative to further in- 
formation respecting the Southwestern frontiers ; 
and, after progress, the Senate adjourned. 





Fripay, December 27. 


The Senate proceeded to the second reading of 
the bill making an alteration in the Flag of the 
United States; and, having amended the same, 
the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications from the Secretary of the Department of 
War of the 16th instant, relative to further inform- 
ation respecting the Southwestern frontiers. 

Ordered, That the communications lie for con- 
sideration. 





Monpay, December 30. 


The bill making an alteration in the Flag of the 
United States, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The petition of James and William Smith, of 
the State of Georgia, for themselves, and in be- 
half of the heirs of James Smith, was presented 
and read, praying for remedy and assistance in re- 
spect to certain losses sustained by the Creek 
Indians. 


Proceedings. 


[ January, 1794. 


Ordered, That this petition, together with the 
communications from the Secretary of the De- 
partment of War, respecting Indian Affairs, be 
referred to Messrs. Jackson, STRONG, Burr, Bur- 
LER, and Lanepon, to consider and report thereon. 





Tvespay, December 31. 


The following Messages were received from the 
PresIDENT OF THE Unirep STaTEs: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you, for your consideration, a Letter from 
the Secretary of State, informing me of certain impedi- 
ments which have arisen to the coinage of the precious 
metals at the Mint. 

As also a Letter from the same officer, relative to 
certain advances of money which have been made on 
public account. Should you think proper to sanction 
what has been done, or be of opinion that any thing 
more shall be done in the same way, you will judge 
whether there are not circumstances which would ren- 
der secrecy expedient. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, December 30, 1793. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I communicate to you the translation of a Letter re- 
ceived from the Representatives of Spain here, in reply 
to that of the Secretary of State to them, of the 21st in- 
stant, which had before been communicated to you. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, December 30, 1793. 


The Messages and papers therein referred to 
were severally read, and ordered to lie for consi- 
deration. 

Mr. RurHerrurp reported, from the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Conrad Laub 
and others, stating that the Hon. ALpert Gauua- 
TIN, at the time he was elected a Senator of the 
United States, had not been nine years a citizen 
of the said United States, as is required by the 
Constitution; which report was read, and or- 
dered to lie for consideration. 





Wepnespay, January 1, 1794. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the report of the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Conrad Laub and others. 

On motion to postpone the consideration of the 
report until to-morrow, it was agreed to amend 
this motion, by striking out the words “ to-mor- 
row,” and to insert, in lieu thereof, “ Thursday, 
the 9th instant.” 

The following Message was received from the 
PResIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I now lay before you a Letter from the Secretary of 
State, with his account of the expenditure of the moneys 
appropriated for our intercourse with foreign nations 
from the ist of July, 1792, to the Ist of July, 1793, and 
other papers relating thereto. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, December 31, 1793. 
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The Message and papers therein referred to 
were severally read, and ordered to lie for consi- 
deration. 





Tuurspay, January 2. 
A motion was made that it be— 


“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; which, when ratified by 
three-fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as 
part of the said Constitution, to wit: 

“ The Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or 
subjects of any foreign State.” 


On which a motion was made as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the consideration of this motion be 
postponed, and that the Senate will, on the 10th in- 
stant, take into consideration the subject of amend- 
ments to the Constitution.” 


Whereupon, it was agreed to divide the motion 
for amendment, and the first clause was adopted, 
to wit: 

“That the consideration of the original motion be 
postponed ;” 

And, the latter clause of the motion for post- 
ponement being amended, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate will, on the 13th instant, 
take into consideration the subject of amendments to 
the Constitution. 





Frinay, January 3. 


A motion was made and seconded, that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury lay before the Senate the 
following returns, to wit: 


A statement of the goods, wares, and merchandise, 
exported from the several States from the Ist of July, 
1792, to the Ist of July, 1793, specifying the quantities 
and value of each kind, and the several countries to 
which the same have respectively been exported. 

A statement of the goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the several States for the same period, 
specifying the quantities and the prime cost, and dutied 
value of each kind, and the several countries from which 
the same have respectively been imported. 

A statement of the tonnage of foreign vessels entered 
into the several States during the same period, specify- 
ing the several countries to which the said vessels re- 
spectively belong. 

A statement of the tonnage of the United States ves- 
sels entered into the several States during the same pe- 
riod, distinguishing those employed in fisheries, in the 
coasting and in the foreign trade, and specifying the 
several countries from which the said vessels employed 
in said trade came. 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration, 





Monpay, January 6. 
The Senate met to-day, but done no business. 





Proceedings. 
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Tuespay, January 7. 
The following Messages were received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UniTep Stares: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


Experience has shown that it would be useful to have 
an officer particularly charged, under the direction of 
the Department of War, with the duties of receiving, 
safe-keeping, and distributing the public supplies, in all 
cases in which the laws and the course of service do not 
devolve them upon other officers ; and, also, with that 
of superintending, in all cases, the issues, in detail, of 
supplies, with power, for that purpose, to bring to ac- 
count all persons intrusted to make such issues, in re- 
lation thereto. 

An establishment of this nature, by securing a regu- 
lar and punctual accountability for the issues of public 
supplies, would be a great guard against abuse, would 
tend to insure their due application, and to give public 
satisfaction on that point. 

I therefore recommend to the consideration of Con- 
gress the expediency of an establishment of this nature, 
under such regulations as shall appear to them ad- 
visable. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitepv Srates, January 7, 1794. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you an official statement of the expendi- 
ture to the end of the year 1793, from the sum of ten 
thousand dollars, granted to defray the contingent ex- 
penses of Government, by an act passed on the 26th of 
March, 1790. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, January 7, 1794. 


The Messages and paper referred to in the last- 
recited Message, were severally read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 





Wepnespay, January 8. 


Ordered, That the Message of the PresipENT 
or THE Unirep Srares, of the 7th instant, re- 
specting the usefulness of an officer particularly 
charged with the duties of receiving, safe-keeping, 
and distributing the public supplies in certain 
cases, be referred to Messrs. ELLSwortu, TayLor, 
and Brap.ey, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The following motion was made and seconded : 


Ordered, That the Secretary of the Treasury do lay 
before this House the following statements, to wit: 

First. A statement of the Domestic Debt of the 
United States, as due on the Ist day of January, 1794, 
specifying under distinct heads— 

ist. The Funded Debt, distinguishing the six per 
cents, three per cents, and deferred stock, and in each 
kind of stock, stating, separately, the amount created 
by the assumption of the State Debts : 

2d. The Registered Debt. 

3d. The Debt subscribable to the Loan of the United 
States, but which, not being funded or registered at the 
Treasury, is not entitled to a dividend. 

4th. The balances due to creditor States and already 
funded, (if there be any such,) being the excess of the 
sum respectively by law assumed, for such States, 
above the sums actually subscribed in the Debts of the 
said States. 
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5th. The Domestic Loans for cash contracted since 
the commencement of the present Government, stating 
the respective times when borrowed, and when becom- 
ing due, together with the rate of interest. 

6th. All other kinds of Domestic Debts not specially 
included under the five preceding heads, for the pay- 
ment of which no appropriations have been made. 

Second. A statement of the Domestic Debt redeemed 
since the commencement of the present Government to 
the first day of January, 1794, distinguishing the differ- 
ent species of Debt, and specifying the mode of re- 
demption, and, when redeemed for money, the amount 
of moneys expended in purchasing the same. 

Third. A general statement of the Foreign Debt of 
the United States, as due on the first day of January, 
1794, stating separately the French Debt, the other 
Debts contracted before the commencement of the pre- 
sent Government, and the Loans contracted since that 
time ; and specifying, in each Debt or Loan, the origi- 
nal amount, the time from which the interest com- 
menced, the payments already made, with the dates of 
the same, and the places where paid, the amount yet 
due, and the respective times when the same shall be- 
come due. 

Fourth. A specific account of the application of the 
moneys obtained upon Foreign Loans contracted since 
the commencement of the present Government, to the 
first day of January, 1794, stating the amount of the 
moneys drawn over to America, and of those applied in 
Europe, together with the dates of such applications 
or drafts. 

Fifth. A summary statement of the actual receipts 
and expenditures, from the commencement of the pre- 
sent Government to the last day of December, 1790, in- 
cluding all moneys received on account of the United 
States, such parts of the Foreign Loans as have not 
been drawn over to America only excepted; distin- 
guishing the moneys received under each branch of the 
revenue, and the moneys expended under each appro- 
priation, and stating the balances of each branch of the 
revenue remaining unexpended on the 31st day of De- 
cember, 1790 ; specifying, separately, such balances as 
were on that day in the Treasury, and such as were un- 
collected, or in hands of any banks, officers, or other 
persons. 

Sixth. Similar and separate statements for the years 
1791, 1792, and 1793, respectively, specifying sepa- 
rately in each statement under each branch of the reve- 
nue, the moneys received on account of the revenue of 
that year, and those received on account of the revenue 
of each preceding year; and stating, so far as the same 
is now practicable, the amount of all moneys, bonds, or 
securities, on hand on the first day of January, 1794, 
with the times of payment of such bonds or securities, 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed the bill sent from the Se- 
nate for concurrence, entitled “An act making an 
alteration in the Flag of the United States.” 





Tuurspay, January 9. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
tock into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the petition of Conrad Laub and others, 
respecting the appointment of ALBERT GALLATIN 
to be’a Senator of the United States. 

On motion, 
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Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
report be postponed untii to-morrow. 

A motion was made, that the following amend- 
ment be recommended to the Legislatures of the 
respective States as part of the Constitution of the 
United States, two-thirds of both Houses agreeing 
thereto: 


“The powers of the Government of the United States 
shall not extend to curtail or abridge the limits of the 
United States, as defined in the Treaty of Peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the said States, dated at Paris, 
the third day of September, 1783, nor shall the State- 
rights of pre-emption to Indian hunting grounds, within 
the respective limits, after a fair treaty and sale, be 
questioned.” 


Ordered, That this motion lie on the table. 





Frivay, January 10. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub and others, respecting the appointment of 
ALBERT GALLATIN a a oken of the United States; 
which report is as follows: 

The committee, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Conrad Laub and others, stating that AL- 
BERT GALLATIN, at the time he was elected a 
Senator of the United States, had not been nine 
years a citizen of the said United States, as is re- 
quired by the Constitution, report: 


“That the committee have conferred with Mr. Mi- 
chael Schmyser, agent for the petitioners, and with Mr. 
Gatxiatin; that Mr. Schmyser has declared that the 
petitioners are ready to adduce proofs in support of the 
petition at such time as the Senate may think proper to 
appoint; that Mr. Gaxuarin states no objection to the 
trial’s commencing at an early day. The committee 
therefore recommend that the Senate agree to the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

“Resolved, That be assigned for hearing the pe- 
tition of Conrad Laub and others, respecting Mr. Gat- 
LATIN’s right to a seat in the Senate, and that Messrs. 
Gaxtatin and Schmyser be furnished with a copy of 
this resolution.” 


On motion, it was agreed to postpone the report 
of the committee, and to take into consideration 
the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That a Committee of Elections, to consist 
of seven, be appointed to report rules for receiving peti- 
tions and conducting inquiries relative to the qualifica- 
tions of a Senator; and that the petition of Conrad 
Laub and others be referred to the same committee, to 
state the facts, and that they be authorized to send for 
persons and papers.” 


On which a motion was made and seconded to 
postpone this motion and to take up the following: 


“ That be a committee to ascertain and state to 
the Senate the facts relative to the time when ALBERT 
Ga.iatin became a citizen of the United States, and 
that the said committee have power to send for persons 
and papers.” 


Whereupon, a motion was made and seconded 


to postpone the prececing, and to take into con- 
sideration the following motion: 








“ Resolved, That a Committee of Elections be ap- 
pointed, and that the petition of Conrad Laub and 
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others be referred to it, to report their opinion on the 
merits of the said petition.” 


And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 





Monpay, January 13. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
petition of Conrad Laub and others, respecting the 
appointment of Mr. GaLLaTin to be a Senator of 
the United States. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That a Committee of Elections, to 
consist of seven, be appointed, and that the peti- 
tion of Conrad Laub and others be referred, with- 
out prejudice as to any questions which may, 
upon the hearing, be raised by the sitting member, 
as to the sufficiency of the parties and the matter 
charged in the petition, to the same committee, to 
state the facts, and that they be authorized to send 
for persons and papers; also, that Messrs. BRADLEY, 
Ex.usworts, Mircue tt, RurwerrurD, Brown, 
Livermore, and Tay or, be this committee. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the subject of amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States; and it 
was agreed to consider at this time the following 
motion : 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States; which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of 
the said Constitution, to wit: 

“The Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or sub- 
jects of any foreign State.” 


And, after debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
motions of the 24th of December last, and the 9th 
of January instant, on the subject of amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, be post- 
poned until to-morrow, and that the several mo- 
tions on this subject be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the third instant, respecting certain 
statements from the Secretary of the Treasury ; 
and, having agreed to sundry amendments thereon, 
it was adopted, as follows: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before the Senate a statement of the goods 
wares, and merchandise. exported from the several 
States from the first day of July, 1792, to the 30th 
7 of June, 1793; specifying the quantities and 
value of each kind, and the several countries to 
which the same have respectively been exported. 

Statements of the goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the several States, from the Ist 
day of a 1791, to the 30th day of June, 1792, 
and from the Ist day of July, 1792, to the 30th day 


of June, 1793; specifying. for each period sepa- 








rately, the quantities and the prime cost and du- 
tied values of each kind, and the several countries 
from which the same have respectively been im- 
ported. 

Statements of the tonnage of foreign vessels, 
entered into the several States, from the 1st day 
of July, 1791, to the 30th day of June, 1792, and 
from the Ist day of July, 1792, to the 30th day of 
June, 1793; specifying, for each period separately, 
the several countries to which the said vessels re- 
spectively belong. 

Statements of the tonnage of the United States’ 
vessels, entered into the several States, from the 
1st day of July, 1791, to the 30th day of June, 
1792, and from the Ist day of July, 1792, to the 
30th day of June, 1793; distinguishing, for each 
period separately, those employed in fisheries, in 
the coasting and in the foreign trade, and specify- 
ing the several countries from which the said ves- 
sels employed in the foreign trade came. 





Tuespay, January 14. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the motion made yesterday 
for an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, respecting the Judicial power 
thereof. 

On motion by Mr. Gatuartin. that the motion 
be amended to read as follows: 


“The Judicial power of the United States, except in 
cases arising under treaties made under the authority of 
the United States, shall not be construed to extend to 
any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted 
against one of the United States, by citizens of another 
State, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign State.” 


It passed in the negative. 
On motion, that the motion be amended to read 
as follows : 


“The Judicial power of the United States extends to 
all cases in law and equity in which one of the United 
States is a party ; but no suit shall be prosecuted against 
one of the United States by citizens of another State, or 
by citizens or subjects of a foreign State, where the 
cause of action shall have arisen before the ratification 
of this amendment.” 


It passed in the negative. 
And, on the question to agree to the resolution, 
as follows: 


“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States; which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of 
the said Constitution, to wit; 

“The Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United 
States, by citizens of another State, or by citizens or 
subjects of any foreign State :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 2, as 
follows: 

Yxras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, 
Butler, Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuy- 
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sen, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, Langdon, Liver- 
more, Martin, Mitchell, Monroe, Robinson, Strong, Tay- 
lor, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Gallatin and Rutherfurd. 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in this 
resolution. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the following motion, viz: 


“That the Constitution be amended by adding, at 
the end of the 9th section of the Ist article, the follow- 
ing clause : 

“ Nor shall any person, holding any office or stock in 
any institution in the nature of a Bank, for issuing or 
discounting bills or notes payable to bearer or order, 
under the authority of the United States, be a member 
of either House whilst he holds such office or stock; 
but no power to grant any charter of incorporation, or 
any commercial or other monopoly, shall be hereby im- 
plied.” 

And, after debate, the further consideration of 
this motion was postponed until to-morrow. 


Wepnespay, January 15. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent OF THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 

I lay before you, as being connected with the corre- 
spondence already in your possession, between the Se- 
cretary of State and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, the copy of a Letter from that Min- 
ister of the 25th of December, 1793, and a copy of the 
proceedings of the Legislature of the State of South 
Carolina. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srates, January 15, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday for an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, inhibiting the 
holders of any office or stock in the Bank of the 
United States from a seat in either House of 
Congress. 

On motion to amend the motion, to be read as 
follows: 


“ Nor shall any person holding any office in any in- 
stitution in the nature of a Bank, under the authority 
of the United States, be a member of either House 
whilst he holds such office; but no power to grant any 
charter of incorporation, or any commercial or other 
monopoly, shall be hereby implied.” 


And, after debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 


Tuurspay, January 16. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday, to amend the motion un- 
der consideration the 14th instant, for an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
inhibiting the holders of any office or stock in the 
Bank of the United States from a seat in either 
House of Congress. 
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On motion to amend the amendment, so that it 
be read as follows: 


“ Nor shall any person holding any office in the Bank 
of the United States be a member of either House whilst 
he holds such office ; but no power to grant any charter 
of incorporation, or any commercial or other monopoly, 
shall be hereby implied :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 12, 
as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gallatin, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, Martin, Mon- 
roe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, King, Langdon, Livermore, Mitchell, 
Morris, Strong, and Vining. 

On motion it was agreed to expunge the follow- 
ing clause of the motion last adopted : 

“ But no power to grant any charter of incorporation, 
or any commercial or other monopoly, shall be hereby 
implied :” and, 

On the question to agree to the motion, amend- 
ed as follows: 

“ Nor shall any person holding any office in the Bank 
of the United States be a member of either House, whilst 
he holds such office :” 

It passed in the negative, yeas 12, nays 13-—as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gallatin, Hawkins, Jackson, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

Naxys.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Strong, and Vining. 

On motion it was agreed that the further con- 
sideration of amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States be postponed. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares : 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit, for your information, certain intelligence 
lately received from Europe, as it relates to the subject 
of my past communications. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, January 16, 1794. 

The Message and papers referred to were read, 
and ordered to lie for consideration. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Department 
of State be requested to lay before the Senate a 
translation of the Act of Navigation passed by the 
National Convention of France, communicated 
this day in the original. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Bur.er obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to amend the act, entitled 
“ An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States;’ which was read the first 
time. 

On motion that this bill have a second reading, 
in the words following, to wit: 


Whereas it is inexpedient that the Government of the 
United States should continue to hold any stock in 
the Bank of the United States, or have any political 
connexion with the said Bank, or any other connex- 
ion with it, otherwise than in common with other 
banks within the United States : 
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Ist. Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and House | lic view, responsibility is destroyed, which, on the pub- 


of Representatives in Congress assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the 11th and 16th articles 
of the 7th section, and the 9th section, of the act, enti- 
tled “ An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States,” be, and the same are hereby, re- 
pealed. 

2d. Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to dispose 
of, by sale, in such manner as he shall deem most con- 
ducive to the public interest, and as soon as may be after 
the passing of this act, all the interest or stock which 
the public were possessed of, or entitled to, in the said 
Bank, by virtue of their subscription to the same, in 
conformity to the 11th section of said act, the proceeds 
of which sales shall be disposed of as hereafter directed. 
And whereas it is desirable that the Debt due by the 
United States to the said Bank, by virtue of the sub- 
scription aforesaid, should be discharged at as early a 
period as may be, as well that the parties interested in 
the institution may become possessed of the funds, by 
which it is designed to be constituted, as the public 
completely exonerated from all claims or demands on 
that account. 

3d. Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 
to be adjusted, if practicable, with the Directors of said 
Bank, upon such terms as shall be deemed just and 
reasonable, the balance which may be due by the United 
States to said Bank by virtue of said subscription, and 
the amount to be paid off, at such time or times as shall 
be agreed on, out of the proceeds of the sales of said 
stock: Provided, nevertheless, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to imply any obligation on the 
said Directors to accept of any adjustment, or payments, 
= than contained in, and specified by, the act afore- 
said. 

4th. And be it further enacted, That, if any surplus 
or balance shall remain from the sales aforesaid, after 
such adjustment with, or payment to, the Directors afore- 
said, such balance shall be, and is hereby, applied to. 

It passed in the negative, yeas 12, nays 13—as 
follows: 

Yeras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gallatin, Hawkins, Jackson, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

Narys.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, Mitch- 
ell, Morris, Strong, and Vining. 


On motion, by Mr. Martin, that the Senate 
adopt the following resolutions: 


“ Resolved, That, in all representative Governments, 
the Representatives are responsible for their conduct to 
their constituents, who are entitled to such information 
that a discrimination and just estimate be made thereof. 

“ Resolved, That the Senate of the United States, be- 
ing the Representatives of the sovereignties of the indi- 
vidual States, whose basis is the people, owe equal re- 
sponsibility to the Powers by which they are appointed, 
as if that body were derived immediately from the people, 
and that all questions and debates, arising thereupon in 
ir Legislative and Judiciary capacity ought to be 
public. 

“ Resolved, That the mode adopted by the Senate of 
publishing their Journals, and extracts from them, in 
newspapers, is not adequate to the purpose of circulating 
satisfactory information. While the principles and de- 
signs of the individual members are withheld from pub- 


licity of their deliberations, would be restored; the 
constitutional powers of the Senate become more im- 
portant, in being more influential over the other branch 
of the Legislature ; abuse of power, mal-administration 
of office, more easily detected and corrected ; jealousies, 
rising in the public mind from secret Legislation, pre- 
vented, and greater confidence placed by our fellow-citi- 
zens in the National Government, by which their lives, 
liberties, and properties, are to be secured and protected. 

“ Resolved, therefore, That it be astanding rule, that 
the doors of the Senate Chamber remain open while the 
Senate shall be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary 
capacity, except on such occasions as in their judgment 
may require secrecy ; and that this rule commence on 
day of o 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration, 
and that, in the mean time, the proposed resolu- 
tions be printed for the use of the Senate. 











Fripay, January 17. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
subject of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States ; and, after debate, on motion, it was 
agreed that the further consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the motion made 
yesterday, that the doors of the Senate Chamber 
remain open under certain restrictions; and, on 
motion, it was agreed that the further considera- 
tion thereof be postponed until Wednesday next. 

On motion, that the Senate adopt the following 
order: 

“That the Secretary of State be directed to lay before 
the Senate the correspondences which have been had 
between the Minister of the United States at the Repub- 
lic of France and said Republic, and between said Min- 
ister and the office of Secretary of State:” 

Ordered, That this motion lie until Monday 
next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 8th of January, instant, that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury lay before the Senate cer- 
tain statements of the Public Debt; and, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until Monday next. 





Monpay, January 20. 


The petition of Thomas Person and others, a 
committee on behalf of themselves and the other 
purchasers of lands in the ceded Territory South 
of the Ohio, referring toa petition presented to 
the Legislature of the State of North Carolina, 
praying for redress of certain matters therein con- 
tained, was presented and read. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

On motion, it was agreed that the motion made 
on the 17th instant, that the Secretary for the De- 
partment of State be directed to lay before the 
Senate the correspondences which have been had 
between the Minister of the United States at the 
Republic of France and said Republic, should be 
further postponed. 

The consideration of the motion made on the 
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8th instant, that the Secretary for the Department 
of the Treasury be requested to lay before the Se- 
nate certain statements of the Public Debt, was 
resumed ; and, being amended, was adopted, as 


follows: 


Ordered, 'That the Secretary of the Treasury do lay 
before this House the following statements, to wit: 

First. A statement of the Domestic Debt of the Unit- 
ed States as due on the ist day of January, 1794, spe- 
cifying, under distinct heads— 

ist. The Funded Debt, distinguishing the six per 
cents, three per cents, and Deferred Stock, and in each 
kind of stock stating, separately, the amount created by 
the assumption of the State Debts. 

2d. The Registered Debt. 

3d. The Debt subscribable to the Loan of the United 
States, but which, not being funded or registered at the 
Treasury, is not entitled toa dividend. 

4th. The balances due to creditor States and already 
funded, if there be any such, being the excess of the 
sums respectively by law assumed for such States, above 
the sums actually subscribed in the Debts of the said 
States. 

5th. The Domestic Loans for cash contracted since 
the commencement of the present Government, stating 
the respective times when borrowed and when becoming 
due, together with the rate of interest. 

6th. All other kinds of Domestic Debts not specially 
included under the five preceeding heads, for the payment 
of which, no appropriations have been made. 

Second. A statement of the Domestic Debt redeemed 
since the commencement of the present Government, to 
the first day of January, 1794; distinguishing the differ- 
ent species of Debt, and specifying the mode of redemp- 
tion, and, when redeemed for money, the amount of 
moneys expended in purchasing the same. 

Third. A general statement of the Foreign Debt of 
the United States as due on the Ist day of January, 
1794; stating, separately, the French Debt, the other 
Debts contracted before the commencement of the present 
Government, and the Loans contracted since that time ; 
and specifying, in each Debt or Loan, the original 
amount, the time from which the interest commenced, 
the payments already made, with the dates of the same, 
and the places where paid, the amount yet due, and the 
a unr times when the same shall become due. 

ourth. A specific account of the application of the 
moneys obtained upon Foreign Loans, contracted since 
the commencement of the present Government, to the 
ist day of January, 1794; stating the amount of the 
moneys drawn over to America, and of those applied in 
Europe, together with the dates of such applications or 
drafts. 

Fifth. A summary statement of the actual receipts and 
expenditures from the commencement of the present 
Government to the last day of December, 1790, includ- 
ing all moneys received on account of the United States, 
such parts of the Foreign Loans as have not been drawn 
over to America only excepted; distinguishing the 
moneys received under each branch of the revenue, and 
the moneys expended under each appropriation, and 
stating the balances of each branch of the revenue re- 
maining unexpended on the 31st day of December, 1790; 
specifying separately such balances as were on that day 
in the Treasury, and such as were uncollected or in the 
hands of any banks, officers, or other persons. 

Sixth. Similar and separate statements for the years 
1791 and 1792, respectively, and, so far as the same is 
now practicable, for the year 1793; specifying, sepa- 
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rately, in each statement, under each branch of the 
revenue, the moneys received on account of the revenue 
of that year and those received on account of the revenue 
of each preceding year, and stating, so far as the same 
is now practicable, the amount of all moneys, bonds, or 
securities, on hand, on the first day of January, 1794, 
with the times of payment of such bonds or securities. 





Tuespay, January 21. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


Having already laid before you a Letter of the 16th 
of August, 1793, from the Secretary of State to our 
Minister at Paris, stating the conduct and urging the 
recal, of the Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
France, I now communicate to you, that his conduct has 
been unequivocally disapproved ; and that the strongest 
assurances have been given, that his recal should be 
expedited without delay. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, January 20, 1794. 


ere Message was read, and ordered to lie on 
e. 

The memorial of the people called Quakers, 
from the yearly meeting held at Rhode Island for 
New England, in the year 1793, was presented 
and read, praying Congress to exercise the autho- 
rity vested in them by the Constitution for the 
suppression of the slave trade. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresipENT OF THE Unitrep Srares: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


It is with satisfaction I announce to you that the 
alterations which have been made by law in the original 
plan for raising a duty on spirits distilled within the 
United States, and on stills, co-operating with better 
information, have had a considerable influence in obvi- 
ating the difficulties, which have embarrassed that branch 
of the public revenue. But the obstacles which have 
been experienced, though lessened, are not yet entirely 
surmounted ; and it would seem that some further Le- 
gislative provisions may usefully be superadded ; which 
leads me to recal the attention of Congress to the sub- 
ject. Among the matters which may demand regu- 
lation, is the effect, in point of organization, produced 
by the separation of Kentucky from the State of Vir- 
ginia; and the situation, with regard to the law, of the 
Territories Northwest and Southwest of the Ohio. 

The laws respecting light-house establishments, re- 
quire, as a condition of their permanent maintenance, 
at the expense of the United States, a complete cession 
of soil and jurisdiction. The cessions of different States 
having been qualified with a reservation of the right of 
serving legal process within the ceded jurisdiction, are 
understood to be inconclusive, as annexing a qualifica- 
tion not consonant, with the terms of the law. I present 
this circumstance to the view of Congress, that they may 
judge whether any alteration ought to be made. 

As it appears to be conformable with the intention of 
the “ Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of 
the United States Northwest of the river Ohio,” although 
it is not expressly directed, that the laws of that Terri- 
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tory should be laid before Congress, I now transmit to] between the Minister of the United States at the 


ou a copy of such as have been passed, from July to 
mber, 1792, inclusive; being the last which have 
been received by the Secretary of State. 
G. WASHINGTON. 


Unirep Srares, January 21, 1794. 


The Message and ony of laws referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Brap.ey, Livermore, 
and Brown, be acommittee to take into consider- 
ation the laws passed inthe Territory of the Unit- 
ed States Northwest of the river Ohio, from July 
to December, 1792, inclusive, and report thereon 
to the Senate. 





Wepnespay, January 22. 


The Vice Presipvent laid before the Senate 
sundry Communications from the Secretary for 
the Department of War, respecting a Treaty of 
Peace lately concluded by James Seagrove, agent 
for Indian affairs on behalf of the United States, 
with the chiefs and warriors on behalf of the Creek 
Indians. 

The papers communicated were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the motion made the 16th 
instant, that the doors of the Senate Chamber 
“should remain open while the Senate shall be 
sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary capacity.” 

On motion, it was agreed to postpone the con- 
sideration of this subject to this day fortnight. 





Tuurspay, January 23. 


On motion, by Mr. Cazor, “that a committee 
be appointed to consider of the expediency of al- 
lowing the drawback on the re-exportation of 
goods, wares, and merchandise, from ports other 
than those into which they were first imported, 
and to report a bill for that purpose, if they shall 
think it proper :” 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresipENT OF THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I forward to you extracts from the last advices from 
our Minister in London, as being connected with com- 


munications already made. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, January 22, 1794. 


The Message and extracts were read, and order- 
ed to lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for completing and better 
sup orting the Military Establishment of the Unit- 
ed States,” in which they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The motion made on the 17th instant, that the 
emer? of State be directed to lay before the 
Senate the correspondences which have been had 


Republic of France and said Republic, and be- 
tween said Minister and the office of the Secretary 
of State, was resumed ; and 

A motion was made to amend the motion, to be 
read as follows: 

“That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to lay before the Senate the correspondences which 
have been had between the Minister of the United 
States at the Republic of France and said Republic, 
and between said Minister and the office of the Secretary 
of State :” 


And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 





Frivay, January 24. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 17th instant, together with 
the amendment proposed on the 23d, respecting 
the correspondences which have been had between 
the Minister of the United States at the Republic 
of France and said Republic. 

And on motion, to agree to the resolution, 
amended as follows: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before the Senate the correspond- 
ences which have been had between the Minister of the 
United States at the Republic of France and said Re- 
public, and between said Minister and the office of the 
Secretary of State :” 

It passed in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 11, as 
follows : 

Yxras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gallatin, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

Naxs.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, 
Strong, and Vining. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay this resolution 
before the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for completing 
and better supporting the Military Establishment 
of the United States,” was read the second time. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until Monday next. 





Mownpay, January 27. 


The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States ;” and 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. Exts- 
worTtH, Livermore, Strong, Izarp, and Lane- 
pon, to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 





Tusespay, January 28. 


The memorial of Joseph Bloomfield, President 
of, and in behalf of the Convention of Delegates 
from the Abolition Societies within the United 
States, was presented and read, praying Congress 
to pass a law prohibiting the traffic carried on by 
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ers from fitting out vessels for the slave trade in 
the ports of the United States. 

The Vice Prestpent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of State, enclosing a 
translation of the French Act of Navigation. 


Wepnespay, January 29. 

Mr. E._iswortu, from the committee appointed 
to consider the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for 
completing and better supporting the Military 
Establishment of the United States,” reported 
amendments, which were agreed to. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed. 





Tuurspay, January 30. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

Communications have been made to Congress during 
the present session, with the intention of affording a full 
view of the posture of affairs on the Southwestern 
frontiers. By the information which has lately been 
laid before Congress, it appeared that the difficulties 
with the Creeks had been amicably and happily termi- 
nated. But it will be perceived with regret, by the 
papers herewith transmitted, that the tranquility has 
unfortunately been of short duration, owing to the mur- 
der of several friendly Indians, by some lawless white 
men. 

The condition of things in that quarter requires the 
serious and immediate consideration of Congress, and 
the adoption of such wise and vigorous laws as will be 
competent to the preservation of the national character, 
and of the peace made under the authority of the United 
States with the several Indian tribes. Experience de- 


monstrates that the existing legal provisions are entirely | 


inadequate to those great objects. 
G. WASHINGTON. 

Unsirep States, January 30, 1794. 

The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States ;” and, after debate, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed. 


Fripay, January 31. 


The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment oi 
the United States ;” and, after debate, 

Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House 
of Representatives that the Senate do not concur 
in this bill. 





Monpnay, February 3. 


The Senate took into consideration the Message 
of the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, of the 
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ments in the coinage of the precious metals, to- 
gether with the Report of the Secretary for the 
Department of State thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Carnot, I[zarp, and 
ELLsworrtn, be a committee to take into consider- 
ation and report on that part of the Message of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares, of the 30th of 
December last, which respects certain impedi- 
ments to the coinage of the precious metals, to- 
— with the Report of the Secretary for the 

epartment of State thereon. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the last paragraph of the said Message, and the 
papers to which it refers; and 

Ordered, That they be committed to the com- 
mittee last mentioned, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 





Tuespay, February 4. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act providing for the relief of 
such of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, resi- 
dent within the United States, as may be found 
in want of support,” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

This bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 





Wepnespay, February 5. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act providing for 
the relief of such of the inhabitants of Saint Do- 
mingo, resident within the United States, as may 
be found in want of support,” was read the second 
time ; and, after debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Casor reported, from the committee ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the last clause 
of the Message of the Presipenr or THe Unirep 
Srares, of the 30th December, which report was 
read; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 16th January last, that the doors 
of the Senate remain open while the Senate shall 
be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary capacity. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be post- 
poned to this day fortnight. 


Tuurspay, February 6. 


Mr. Porrrs, from Maryland, attended. 

The petition of Jonathan Holton, late a Lieute- 
nant in the Militia of New Hampshire, was pre- 
sented and read, stating that he was wounded in 
the battle of Bennington, and disabled from labor, 
and praying to be reinstated in the list of invalid 
pensioners. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to the 
Secretary for the Department of War to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
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concurrence, entitled “An act providing for the 
relief of such of the inhabitants of Saint Domin- 
0, resident within the United States, as may be 
ound in want of support.” 

On motion, that it be recommitted, for the pur- 

ose of further inquiry, it passed in the negative. 

And, after agreeing to an amendment, the bill 
was ordered to a third reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the report of the committee on the last clause of 
the Message of the Prestpent or THE Unitep 
Srares, of the 30th December. 

On motion to recommit the report, and that the 
committee be instructed to bring in a bill for the 
purposes therein mentioned, it passed in the nega- 
tive. It was then agreed that the report of the 
committee be adopted. 

Whereupon, it was 

* Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
hat the payment notified by the President of the Unit- 
ed States, in his Message of the 30th of December last, 
to have been made, be approved; and that the Presi- 
dent be authorized to make further advances on the 
same account, as he may judge expedient, not exceed- 
ing in the whole the amount which might be claimed 
of the United States, on the principles stated in the 
Message. 


Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in this re- 
solution. 





Fripay, February 7. 


The following Message was received from the 
PresIDENT OF THE Unitrep Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you an Act and three Ordinances, pass- 
ed by the Government of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio, on the 13th and 21st of 
March, and the 7th of May, 1793; and also certain Let- 
ters from the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, to the Secretary of State, enclosing despatches 
from the General and Extraordinary Commission of 
Gaudaloupe. G. WASHINGTON. 

Usiren Srates, February 7, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. 

Ordered, That the Act and three Ordinances, 
mentioned in the Message, be referred to the com- 
mittee appointed the 21st of January last,to whom 
were referred the laws passed in the Territory 
Northwest of the Ohio, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the other papers referred to in 
the Message lie for consideration. 

The Senate proceeded to the third reading of 
the bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act providing for 
the relief of such of the inhabitants of Saint Do- 
mingo, resident within the United States, as may 
be found in want of support.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this Il pass as amended. 


Resolved, That the resolution passed yesterday, 
on the report of the committee appointed to con- 
3d Con.—3 
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sider the last paragraph of the Message from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, of the 30th 
of December last, be reconsidered. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Burr, ELLsworts, and 
Kine, be a committee to take into consideration 
the Message from the Presipent oF THE UNITED 
Sra'res of the 30th December, and that the com- 
mittee be directed to report a bill tocarry the same 
into execution. 

The Vice Presivent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Treasurer of the United States, ‘a 
together with his War Department account; which 
were read. \3 

Ordered, That they lie on the table. 








Monpay, February 10. 


The Vice Prestpent laid before the Senate 
a Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
the Treasury, in reference to the orders of Senate 
of the 20th January last, for a return of sundry 
statements from that Department; which Letter 
was read. 

Mr. Brapb.ey reported from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Conrad Laub 
and others, respecting the appointment of Mr. 
GaLLaTIN to be a Senator of the United States; 
and the report was read. 

Ordered, That Wednesday next be assigned to 
take this report into consideration, and that, in the 
mean time, it be printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion, that the Senate adopt the following 
resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the doors of the Senate be opened, ; 
and continue open, during the discussion upon the con- ; 
tested election of Atnert GaLiaTiN.” | 

Ordered, That this motion lie on the table until | 
to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House concur in 
the amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act providing for the relief of such of the j 
inhabitants of Saint Domingo, resident within the ; 
United States, as may be found in want of sup- if 
port.” 1 








Tuespay, February 11. 


Mr. Strong, from the committee appointed the i 
24th of December last, to consider that part of the { 
Speech of the Prestpent or THE Unirep States 
which recommendsfurther provision against offen- ' 
ces, reported a bill; which was read the first time, ' 
and ordered to a second reading. 

A motion was made, i 


“ That the petition of Conrad Laub and others, citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, stating that ALsert GaLLaTIn 
had not been more than eight years a citizen of the 
United States at the time of his election as a Senator, 
is sufficient, as well in respect to the competency of the 
petitioners, as in respect to the matter alleged in the 
petition, to authorize the Senate to inquire and decide 
whether the said Arsert Gattatin had been a citizen 
of the United States the term of years required by the | 
Constitution as a qualification to be a Senator of the 
United States.” 


Ordered, That this motion lie until to-morrow. fl 
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On motion, it was 

Ordered, That the Letter of the Secretary of 
the Department of the Treasury, communicated 
yesterday, be referred to Messrs. GALLATIN, ELLs- 
WORTH, and Tay Lor, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
took into consideration the motion made yesterday 
that the doors of the Senate be opened during the 
discussion of the contested election of Mr. Gat- 
LATIN. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the doors of the Senate be 
opened, and continue open, during the discussion 
upon the contested election of ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Mr. Braptey reported from the committee to 
whom was referred the Act and three Ordinances 
mentioned in the Message from the PresipENT 
or THE Unitep Srares of the 7th instant, enact- 
ed and ordained by the Governor and Judges of 
the Territory South of the river Ohio, “that Con- 
gress do not disapprove the same,” and the report 
was agreed to. 





Wenpnespay, February 12. 


On motion, that the consideration of the report 
of the committee on the petition of Conrad Laub 
and others, respecting the appointment of Mr. 
Ga.LaTin to be a Senator of the United States, 
be postponed until Monday next; it was passed in 
the affirmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Thomas 
Jenkins and Sons,” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Thomas Jenkins and Sons,” was read a first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill in addition to “the act for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States,” 
was read the second time; and, after debate, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed. 





Tuurspay, February 13. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Thomas Jenkins and Sons,” was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, in addition to “ The act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States:” and, 
after debate, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Message from the PResiDENT OF THE 
Unitrep Srares, of the 30th of December last, 
reported a bill authorizing and directing the settle- 
ment of the accounts of Major General La- 
FAYETTE; which was read the first time, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


Fripay, February 14. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Thomas Jenkins and Sons,” was read the third 
time and passed. 

The bill authorizing and directing the settlement 
of the accounts of Major General Larayerre was 
read the second time, and, after debate, it was or- 
dered to lie for consideration and inquiry. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill in addition to “ The act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States ;” and, 
after debate, the bill was ordered to be committed. 

Mr. Cazort, from the committee appointed the 
third instant, reported a bill in alteration of the 
act establishing a Mint and regulating the coins 
of the United States, which was read the first time 
and ordered to a second reading. 





Mownpay, February 17. 


The petition of Michael Schmyser, agent for 
Conrad Laub and others, petitioners against the 
election of ALBERT GaALLaTin to be a Senator of 
the United States, was presented and read, pray- 
ing to be heard by counsel. 

Ordered, That the prayer of the petition be 
granted. 

The consideration of the report of the commit- 
tee on the petition of Conrad Laub and others, 
respecting the election of Mr. Gattatin to be a 
Senator of the United States, was resumed, and, 
after progress, it was ordered that the considera- 
tion thereof be postponed until Wednesday next. 

The bill in alteration of “ The act establishing 
a Mint and regulating the coins of the United 
States,” was read the second time and ordered to 
a third reading. 





Tuespay, February 18. 


Mr. Srrona, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill in addition to the act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, reported amendments. 

Ordered, That the bill be printed as the com- 
mittee have reported it amended. 

The bill in alteration of the act establishing a 
Mint and regulating the coins of the United States 
was read the third time and passed. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
the Treasury, together with fourteen statements 
of tonnage, for a year ending the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1792, according to the entries of vessels in the 
United States during that period; which were 
read and ordered to lie for consideration. 





Wepnespay, February 19. 


James Gunn, from Georgia, took his seat in the 
Senate. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the petition of Conrad Laub and 
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others, respecting the election of Mr. GaLLaTin 
to be a Senator of the United States. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be 
further postponed until to-morrow. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares: 


Gentlemen of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you the copy of a Letter which I have 
received from the Chief Justice and Associate Justices 
of the Supreme Court of the United States; and, at 
their desire, the representation, mentioned in the said 
Letter, pointing out certain defects in the Judiciary sys- 
tem. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, February 19, 1794. 





















The Message and representation therein refer- 
red to were read. 

Ordered, That they be referred to Messrs. Euts- 
WORTH, STRONG, TayLor, LiverMore,and Ports, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Conformably to the order of the day, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the motion, made on 
the 16th of January last, that the doors of the 
Senate Chamber remain open while the Senate 
shall be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary ca- 
pacity. 

On motion, by Mr. Martin, that the question 
be now taken on the propositions generally, 

A motion was made for the previous question, 
to wit: Shall the question be now put on the fol- 
lowing preliminary resolutions ? 


Resolved, ‘That, in all Representative Governments, 
the Representatives are responsible for their conduct to 
their constituents, who are entitled to such information, 
that a discrimination and just estimate be made thereof. 

Resolved, That the Senate of the United States, be- 
ing the Representatives of the Sovereignties of the in- 
dividual States, whose bases is the people, owe equal 
responsibility to the powers by which they are appoint- 
ed, as if that body were derived immediately from the 
people, and that all questions and debates arising there- 
upon in their Legislative and Judiciary capacity, ought 
to be public. 

Resolved, That the mode adopted by the Senate of 
publishing their journals, and extracts from them, in 
newspapers, is not adequate to the purpose of circulating 
satisfactory information. While the principles and de- 
signs of the individual members are withheld from pub- 
lic view, responsibility is destroyed, which, on the pub- 
licity of their deliberations, would be restored ; the Con- 
stitutional powers of the Senate become more important, 
in being more influential over the other branch of the 
Legislature; abuse of power, mal-administration of 
office, more easily detected and corrected ; jealousies, 
rising in the public mind from secret legislation, pre- 
vented ; and greater confidence placed by our fellow- 
citizens in the National Government, by which their 
ete and properties, are to be secured and pro- 

tected : 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion to postpone the main question to 
the next session of Congress, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That it be a standing rule that the doors of 
the Senate Chamber remain open while the Senate shall 
be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary capacity, ex- 
cept on such occasions as in their judgment may re- 


Proceedings. 


quire secrecy ; and that this rule commence on —— day 
of 7 





It passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 13, 


as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, 


Foster, Frelinghuysen, Izard, Langdon, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 


Nars.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, Gal- 


latin, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, King, Martin, Monroe, 
Potts, and Taylor. 


The Senate resumed the second reading of the 


bill, authorizing and directing the settlement of 
the accounts of Major General Larayerre; and, 
having amended the same, the bill was ordered to 
a third reading. 


On motion to reconsider the following motion, 


to wit: 


“ Resolved, That it be a standing rule that the doors of 


the Senate Chamber remain open while the Senate shall 
be sitting in a Legislative and Judiciary capacity, ex- 
cept on such occasions as, in their judgment, may re- 
quire secrecy ; and that this rule commence on 
of e”? 





day 





It passed in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 10, 


as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 


wards, Foster, Gallatin, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, King, 
Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Potts, and Tay- 
lor. 


Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fre- 


linghuysen, Izard, Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, Strong, 
and Vining. 


A motion was made to amend the motion last 


reconsidered. as follows: 


“ Resolved, That, after the end of the present session 


of Congress, and, so soon as suitable galleries shall be 
provided for the Senate Chamber, the said galleries shall 
be permitted to be opened every morning, so long as the 
Senate shall be engaged in their Legislative capacity, 
unless in such cases as may in the opinion of the Senate 
require secrecy, after which the said galleries shall be 
closed:”’ 


And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


Tuurspay, February 20. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


motion made yesterday, to amend the motion then 
reconsidered, respecting the opening the doors of 
the Senate Chamber whilst sitting ina Legisla- 
tive capacity. 


On motion to commit the motion for amend- 
ment, it passed in the negative. 

On motion, that the amendment be agreed to, it 
_— in the affirmative—yeas 18. nays 9, as fol- 
ows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Ellsworth, Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, 
King, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Potts, 
Taylor, and Vining. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Frelinghuysen, 
Gallatin, Izard, Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, and 
Strong. 


On motion to adopt the resolution, amended as 
follows : 
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“ Resolved, That, after the end of the present session 
of Congress, and so soon as suitable galleries shall be 
provided for the Senate Chamber, the said galleries shall 
be permitted to be opened every morning, so long as the 
Senate shall be engaged in their Legislative capacity, 
unless in such cases as may, in the opinion of the Sen- 
ate, require secrecy, after which the said galleries shall 
be closed:” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 19, nays 8, as 
follows: 


Yxras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Ellsworth, Foster, Gallatin, Gunn, Hawkins, 
Jackson, King, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, 
Potts, Taylor, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Frelinghuysen, 
Izard, Mitchell, Morris, Rutherfurd, and Strong. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act for the remission of the duties 
arising on the tonnage of sundry French vessels 
which have taken refuge in the ports of the United 
States ;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Resolved, That, on a motion made and seconded 
to shut the doors of the Senate, on the discussion 
of any business which may, in the opinion of a 
member, require secrecy, the President shall direct 
the gallery to be cleared ; and that, during the dis- 
er of such motion, the doors shall remain 
shut. 

Ordered, That the second reading of the bill in 
addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, as reported to 
be amended by the committee, be the order of the 
day for Tuesday next. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
resumed the consideration of thereport of the com- 
mittee on the petition of Conrad Laub, and others, 
respecting the election of Mr. GaLuLaTin to be a 
Senator of the United States. 


The Report of the Committee states the evi- 
dence, and concludes with an opinion, that to con- 
trovert the allegations set forth in the petition 
against Mr. G., it lays with him to prove his citi- 
zenship. 

Accordingly, Mr. G. presented a written state- 
ment of facts, which the Presipenrt of the Senate 
read. It contained a narrative of several transac- 
tions from the time of Mr. G.’s arrival in the Pro- 
vince of Maine, or Massachusetts, about thirteen 
— ago. Of his having contributed by money and 

is OWN services as a volunteer, in the cause of the 
Revolution. Of his having taken oaths of alle- 
giance and purchased lands in that State, and also 
in the State of Virginia. In the back parts of the 
last mentioned State, he had formed an interest- 
ing settlement, and had been extremely useful in 
bringing settlers from Europe. The dates of those 
transactions and times of his arrival in Pennsyl- 
vania, and of being sent to the State Convention, 
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are also recited, up to the time of his being chosen 
one of their Representatives in the Senate of the 
United States. 

After the Presivent had done reading the state- 
ment of facts, Mr. G. addressed the Senate, by ob- 
serving, that he felt himself rather in an awkward 
predicament, not knowing whether the counsel 
for the prosecutors or himself were the proper 
persons to speak the first, as this preliminary was 
not yet laid down by the Senate, neither had he 
Pie any counsel, He should have supposed 
1imself in the situation of defendant, were it not 
that the weight of proving theaffirmative in regard 
to citizenship had been laid on him, under which 
predicament it might perhaps be necessary for him 
to begin, and after the counsel for the petitioners 
had spoken, that he should then be allowed to 
close the arguments. 

Mr. Livermore was of opinion, that the sitting 
member should begin the debate, as the onus pro- 
bandi lay with him. 

The counsel for the petitioners, Mr. Lewis, 
rose. He was attended by Mr. Schmyser, one of 
the members of the Senate of Pennsylvania, who, 
we understand, manages the prosecution on the 
part of the petitioners. Mr. L. hoped he would 
be permitted to say a few words in the early stage 
of the business, in regard to the manner of con- 
ducting it. He recapitulated sundry offices and 

osts of honor that had been conferred on him, 
rom which he humbly presumed he had gathered 
much experience, and particularly in cases of Con- 
tested Elections. He would, therefore, beg leave 
of the honorable Senate, to offer an observation 
before they should determine on the mode of con- 
ducting the trial. When the question for post- 
ponement, which was debated the other day, was 
before them, the sitting member did then consider 
himself as defendant, and for an hour had fought 
phantoms of his own imagination, but now he has 
changed his ground, and desires to have the privi- 
leges which belong to the petitioners only, namely, 
the right of opening the prosecution, and afterwards 
concluding the arguments. 

Mr. GaLvatin submitted to the decision of the 
Senate, and said he did not wish to contend for 
mere matters of form. 

Mr. Martin, from N. Carolina, thought itimma- 
terial who began or concluded, if in the end the 
Senate should be enabled to arrive at a just de- 
gree of information. 

Mr. Jackson, from Georgia, made some obser- 
vations on the manner of conducting the business. 
He thought it would be incumbent on the counsel 
for the petitioners to prove that Mr. GALLATIN was 
nota citizen, &e. 

Mr. Kina, from New York, and some other gen- 
tleman of the Senate, said a few more words on 
the motion; it was agreed that the sitting member 
should begin. 

Mr. GALLATIN accordingly rose and recapitu- 
lated the facts stated in the written paper which 
he had presented to the PresipentT, commenting 
on each of them as he proceeded. He proved that 
he had been an inhabitant of the United States for 
thirteen years, and was one before the Peace of 
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the laws previous thereto respecting aliens, and 
also the British statutes, and he maintained that 
they were all doneaway by the Revolution. Hecon- 
ceived himself a citizen incommon with the other 
citizens of the United States, from the time of his 
first qualifying after his arrival and attachment to 
the country. He concluded by saying, he would 
reserve the remainder of his defence until after he 
should hear thecounsel on behalf of the petitioners. 

Mr. Lewis commenced his speech by observing, 
that he appeared there on behalf of Conrad Laub, 
and other respectable men, who complained of the 
unconstitutionality of admitting Mr. GaLiatin to 
a seat in the Senate. He was glad to find, by the 

ntleman’s expressions, that the ground of debate 

ad been narrowed into so small a compass, and 
he would therefore take him up from the argu- 
ment where he had left off speaking, that of his 
being a citizen in common of the United States, 
from the time of his qualifying in Massachusetts 
or Virginia. But in Virginia two oaths are required, 
and they must be taken in a Court, not before a 
Magistrate, to entitle a man to citizenship. He 
must also be possessed of a certain quantity of pro- 
perty and bea resident for two years. It appears Mr. 
G. did not remain in Virginia more than two 
months. [Here Mr. Lewis read the law of Vir- 
ginia of the 20th October, 1783.] On this law Mr. 

. argued that Mr. G. had not gone through the 
necessary qualifications to entitle him to citizen- 
ship there; and he observed, that headmired the gen- 
tleman’s candor in not insisting on it here. In this 
State he had certainly not qualified himself agree- 
ably to the law. Under these circumstances, Mr. 
L. for his part could never admit of the gentle- 
man’s right to citizenship so far back as to entitle 
him to the suffrage of a vote for a seat in the Se- 
nate, &e. 

The mischievous consequences of permitting 
such innovations, he represented in strong terms; 
and he called to the recollection of the Senate, the 
conduct of ancient and modern Governments on 
this question. One of the ancient Republics made 
it death for an alien to intermeddle in their poli- 
tics. The sentiments of antiquity, and those of 
men in modern days, proved the justice of these 
conclusions. 

With regard to the arguments of the gentleman 
respecting his being entitled to be a citizen of the 
Union, or of any individual State of it, because he 
had qualified himself to be citizen of one of them, 
Mr. L. said, was a mere bubble, for surely the 
gentleman was not one of the mass of citizens at 
the accomplishment of Independence. 

The doctrine of the old law, which the gentle- 
man says was done away by the Revolution, in re- 
spect to aliens, may have been so with regard to the 

ritish King; it was still, however, virtually in force 
against the gentleman. But supposing it to be 
done away, how do the Constitutions of the dif- 
ferent States stand on this head? Is it not im- 
plied by all of them, that certain oaths, residence, 
and property, make the requisites to form citizen- 
ship? In Massachusetts, a foreigner is not a citi- 
zen without he complies with those terms. [Here 








he quoted p. 70 of the small volume of the Laws of 
Massachusetts. He also cited the act in favor of 
John Jarvis and others; also, p. 104 of the same 
book, and p. 191 and 192.] From these he main- 
tained, that no such wild idea was ever contem- 
plated by either the law of Massachusetts or Vir- 

inia, as to admit foreigners or persons from other 

tates to citizenship, immediately on their entrance 
within their limits. 

The situation of the sitting member, with re- 
spect tothe Constitution and laws of Pennsylvania, 
he had little doubt was similar to what he had 
mentioned in regard to the other States, although 
he would not assert it as a fact. [He read the 42d 
section, and also in p. 43 of the Law of Pennsylva- 
nia, 13th of March, 1789, a proviso which contains 
some precautions requiring records to be kept by 
the Master of the Rolls of the persons admitted to 
citizenship.| The same principle pervades all 
the States as well as it does the Constitution of 
the United States. The absurdity of applying it 
in any other sense, was severely pictured by Mr. 
L., and to admit the idea advanced by the sitting 
member, was as inadmissible as it was novel. In 
support of what he wished to impress on the minds 
of the Senate, Mr. L. quoted the 1st vol. of the Jour- 
nals of Congress in 1774 and 1775, p. 28 and 29. 
He then recurred to Blackstone, vol. 1, p. 63, 64, 
and 69; also 73 and 79. 

It was not his intention to quote the Parliamen- 
tary Laws of England in support ofany thing, but 
such parts of their Common Law as could be got 
over. That Common Law of England which was 
imported by our ancestors, and handed down to 
them by the People, not the Parliament. The Peo- 

le had made the Common Law, from time to time. 

he Saxons, Normans, &c., were all concerned in 
making and improving it, until it had finally 
reached that degree of perfection in which it was 
given to us by our ancestors, and it was founded 
in wisdom and justice. 

Mr. L. next qouted, first Blackstone, 402, which 
was one of the British laws that had never been 
admitted in this country, and which, he hoped, 
never would, viz: that wherein the distinction is 
drawn between the Commoner and the Peer, an 
oath being required of the Commoner, upon all 
occasions, and no more than “wpon my honor,” 
from a Peer, except in giving evidence in civil or 
criminal trials. 

Mr. L. concluded, by saying that the difficulties 
which stood between Mr. Gacuatin and his seat, 
were insurmountable and could not be removed 
without showing a law of Massachusetts, Virginia, 
&c., repealing those laws in regard to the qualifi- 
cation of citizens, which he had mentioned, but 
which repeal he was certain did not exist. He 
therefore stated, that to insist upon the gentle- 
man’s right to a seat, was both novel and absurd. 
These were his opinions, which he had given in 
a perfectly extempore way, not having been allow- 
ed time, nor expecting to meet the subject on the 
new ground which it had this day taken in the 
Senate. 

Mr. Gauxattn said, he would pledge himself to 
the Senate, to prove that the grounds of his argu- 
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ments and his construction of the Confederation 
and laws of the States, was neither novel nor ab- 
surd, except in Mr. L.’s construction of them, but 
had been admitted in many instances. However, 
as the Common Lawof England was now intro- 
duced by Mr. L.., which was new ground to him, 
and as the hour of adjournment was nearly ap- 
proaching, he would beg leave to make his be 
to-morrow. 

On motion, the further consideration of this 
subject was postponed until to-morrow. 





Fripay, February 21. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the remis- 
sion of the duties arising on the tonnage of sundry 
French vessels which have taken refuge in the 
ports of the United States ;” was read the second 
time and referred to Messrs. Casor, Burr, and 
Lanepon, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, stating certain defects in the act 
passed at the last session of Congress, entitled “ An 
act to regulate the claims to Invalid Pensions ;” 
which was read and ordered to lie for considera- 
tion. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Agreeably to the order of the day the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the petition of Conrad Laub, and 
others, respecting the election of Mr. GALLATIN to 
be a Senator of the United States. 

Mr. GaLLatin commenced his defence by lay- 
ing down the principles on which he intended to 
argue. His was a very serious situation, for a 
person to be placed in, who had been so long in 
America, and who had mingled with the inhabi- 
tants in the common cause, that he should after- 
wards be called before so solemn a tribunal, with 
an intention to wrest from him his right of citizen- 
ship. He confessed, that on this occasion his feel- 
ings were deeply interested, particularly as the 
manner of the counsel for the prosecutors was so 
personal, and went not only to deny him a seat in 
the Senate of the United States, but even to con- 
test his citizenship, and denounce him as being 
yet an alien. 

This was a matter of consequence to many 
thousands as well as himself, who have long con- 
sidered themselves in possession of all the privi- 
lege of denizens, and yet may be deprived of tiieir 
rights, if the doctrines of the counsel for the pro- 
secutors should obtain any sanction from the body 
who were now to judge of its merits. 

Mr. G. entered into a series of observations on 
the various points of law, &c., which had been 
adduced by Mr. Lewis, and he particularly re- 
marked, that the Common Law of England wasen- 
tirely inapplicable to the subject under considera- 
tion. He read the laws of Virginia respecting 
naturalization, &c., from which he insisted that 
he had long since become a citizen of the United 
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States. He also quoted 1st Blackstone, p. 374, and 
Viner’s Abridgment, vol. ii. p. 266, respecting the 
different acceptations of denizen and citizen, and 
he went back so far as the British statutes in 1740, 
to show the intention of the old Government was 
to naturalize all persons who would go and reside 
in the Colonies. He next mentioned the act of 
Pennsylvania, of 31st of August, 1778, and com- 
mented on the principles generally entertained by 
most writers on the subjects of allegiance and 
citizenship. Blackstone, 266, &c. 

An alien is a man born out of the allegiance of 
the King. But allegiance in England is not an 
allegiance to the country or to society, as it is 
understood in this country. 

In order to explain the principle of reciprocity, 
he observed, that when the two crowns of Eng- 
land and Scotland were united under James, the 
inhabitants of Scotland became naturalized in 
England, as if they had been natural-born subjects 
of that country. The allegiance in Britain was 
personal to the King, and it has there this remark- 
able quality, that by the British laws allegiance 
can never be shaken off. 

This country, before the Revolution, owed alle- 

iance to the King, but that was destroyed by the 

eclaration of Independence, and then the inha- 
bitants of the States became mutually citizens of 
every State reciprocally ; and they continued so 
until such time as the States made laws of their 
own afterwards respecting naturalization. 

As soon as separate Governments existed, alle- 
giance was due to each, and here the allegiance 
was a reality, it was to the Government and to 
society, whereas in Britain it is merely fictitious, 
being only to one man. 

Every man who took an active part in the 
American Revolution, was a citizen according to 
the great laws of reason and of nature, and when 
afterwards positive laws were made, they were 
retrospective in regard to persons under this pre- 
dicament, nor did those posterior laws invalidate 
the rights,which they enjoy under the Confede- 
ration. 

Mr. G. here mentioned his having been an in- 
habitant of Massachusetts, before October, 1780, 
and he also observed, that the law passed in that 
State was decisive against the Common Law of 
England. 

In quoting the laws of Massachusetts, which 
were passed in 1785, and afterwards, for naturaliz- 
ing John Gardner, and James Martin, he remark- 
ed that they clearly implied that even a natural 
born subject, who had not acted in the Revolu- 
tion, and an absentee, was not entitled to citizen- 
ship. He likewise took notice of the case of Mr. 
Wi.uiaM Smiru, of South Carolina, against whose 
election as a Representative in Congress, a peti- 
tion was presented by Doctor Ramsey, although 
the decision of South Carolina on that subject was 
exactly the reverse of Massachusetts. 

In speaking of the difficulties that occurred in 
explaining the terms citizen and alien, he ran over 
a number of cases, and asked whether if a person 
had arrived in the United States during the war, 


from Nova-Scotia, or elsewhere, and had taken an 
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active part against the enemy, would he not be 
better entitled to the right of a citizen, than even 
those who afterwards subscribed to the acts? The 
counsel for the prosecutors had admitted that a 
person who had been one of the mass of the peo- 
ple, at the Declaration of Independence, was a 
citizen. On the same principle, until a law passes 
to disprove that a man who was active in the Re- 
volution previous to the Treaty of Peace, avas a 
citizen, he must be one ipso facto. 

Mr. G. next read a quotation from the Ist vol. 
of Woodison, p. 382, an English writer, who ac- 
knowledged that all persons were aliens at the re- 
cognition of Independence, and that isa more liberal 
construction than the counsel for the petitioners 
would admit of, for by his construction, our sailors, 
&c., ought to be naturalized, lest they be alarmed 
by the British. 

The new Constitution of the United States re- 
quires certain qualifications for members of Con- 
gress, &c., but it does not deprive persons of their 
rights who were actually citizens before this Con- 
stitution was ratified that made the States the 
United States. They were united by consent be- 
fore, and consequently he was one of the people be- 
fore the United States existed. 

He went on to read from the Constitution of 
Massachusetts, and several other States, sundry 
clauses in support of his reasoning, and recapitulat- 
ed the several heads of Mr. L.’s arguments, to each 
of which he replied. 

Mr. G. said, that Mr. Lewis was unfortunate in 
producing the law of Pennsylvania, for, by proving 
too much, he had proved nothing, for the 42d sec. 
of the Constitution is retrospective, and by ac- 
knowledging the Articles of Confederation to be 
the supreme law of the land, persons who were 
reciprocally citizens before, are still left in full 
possession of the right. 

So far from any dangerous consequences arising 
on my construction of citizenship, said he, I think 
it must be evident, that there is more danger and 
absurdity in the counsel’s own constructions. For, 
in remarking on the policy of nations, we find 
even slaves have been enfranchised by the great 
Republics in times of common danger. The policy 
of America should be to make citizenship as easy 
as possible, for the purpose of encouraging popula- 
tion; even during the British dominion that was 
a principle laid down, and afterwards it was 
attempted to be varied; it is matle one of the 
principal subjects of complaint in the Declaration 
of Independence, where it is expressly said, that 
the King endeavored to prevent the population of 
these States, by having laws made to obstruct the 
naturalization of foreigners. 

If there was any dangerous consequences to be 
apprehended from the former regulations on this 
subject, they are all remedied by the new Consti- 
tution. 

Therefore, no ill consequence or absurdity can 
follow. The author of the Federalist supports 
this principle in vol. ii, p. 54, for he says, that it is 
a construction scarcely avoidable, that citizens of 
each of the States are mutually so in all of them. 

The first words in the Constitution, “ We, the 
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People,” furnished another argument in support of 
Mr. G.’s principles, which he turned to great ad- 
vantage, still drawing an inference to show that 
Mr. L.’s construction of the subject was most 
liable to difficulties and to mischievous conse- 
quences. 

He concluded by observing, that if there was 
any disfranchising clauses in the Constitution of 
the United States, tending to deprive citizens of 
antecedent rights, all such clauses must be con- 
strued favorably, and were evidently on his side. 
With regard to a sentence that had been added, 
by the advice of counsel, to the affidavit of Pela- 
tiah Webster, he made some remarks which tended 
to establish his own personal character, which he 
trusted would be found, when traced back to his 
nativity, to stand the test; and that his right toa 
seat in the Senate would also stand upon an 
equally just foundation. 

Mr. Lewis denied having ever seen the affidavit 
of Mr. Webster, until it was shown him at the 
time the examination before the Committee was 
going forward. 

Mr. GaLLaTin recriminated, that the clause of 
which he took notice, was not in the affidavit 
when Mr. Webster brought it to the Committee, 
and that he had permitted it to be added with 
great reluctance. It was only the recital of a few 
words which passed between Mr. G. and Mr. W. 
in jest, some years since, wherein Mr. G. had ironi- 
pe said his name was Sidney, probably alluding 
to some essays that had appeared in the newspa- 
pers under that signature, which have been gene- 
rally attributed to the pen of another gentleman 
in this State. 

Mr. Jackson, in order to bring the merits of the 
subject directly before the Senate, said he would 
move a resolution, that would have that effect ; 
but upon Mr. Lewis’s observing, that he had not 
yet closed his arguments, and at the instance of 
Mr. Burter, from South Carolina, who said he 
would second Mr. Jacxson’s motion hereafter, it 
was withdrawn for the present. 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 





Sarurpay, February 22. 


The Vice Prestvent laid before the Senate a 
Report from the Secretary for the Department of 
Treasury, on the expediency of erecting a light- 
house on Cape Hatteras, in the State of North 
Carolina, together with sundry papers therein re- 
ferred to; which were read. 

Ordered, That this report, and the papers there- 
in referred to, be committed to Messrs. MARTIN, 
Lanepon, and Kine, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GaLLaTiIn to be a Senator of the United States. 

The greater part of the day was taken up by Mr. 
Lewis’s pleadings. wherein he entered into a very 
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extensive field of reasoning, and quoted a great 
number of authorities, in support of the principles 
on which he had set out last Thursday, and to 
prove that in the true sense of the Constitution of 
the United States, as well as of that of the State 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. GaLuatin was not duly 
qualified for the office of a Senator, and therefore, 
he trusted that the honorable Senate, upon mature 
reflection, would vacate his seat. 

Mr. Ga.Ltatin closed his defence in a short 
speech, wherein he quoted Vattel. p. 167, and ex- 

ained the 42d section of the Constitution of 

ennsylvania, the liberal construction of which, 
he said, was in his favor, and the construction 
contended for by the counsel, absurd. He finished 
by reading a passage from Lord Bacon's works, 
to show that where there is any doubt in the laws, 
it should operate in favor of the defendant, and he 
accordingly made no doubt but that the Senate 
would validate his election. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed until Monday next. 

A moticn was made as follows: 

“ Resolved, That Arsert GatxiaTin, returned to this 
House as a member for the State of Pennsylvania, is 
duly qualified for, and elected to, a seat in the Senate of 
the United States.” 

Ordered, That the consideration of thismotion be 
postponed until Monday next, and that a number 
of copies of the fourth article of the First Confe- 
deration of the United States be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 





Monpay. February 24. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the twenty-second instant, on the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GALLATIN to be a Senator of the United States; 
and, after progress, 

Ordered, ‘hat the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act making Appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four.” in which 
they desire the concurrence of she Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


The extracts which I now lay before you, from a Let- 
ter of our Minister at London, are supplementary to 
some of my past communications, and it will appear to 
be of a confidential nature. 

I also transmit to you copies of a Letter from the Se- 
cretary of State to the Minister Plenipotentiary of his 
Britannic Majesty, and of the answer thereto, upon the 
subject of the Treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain ; together with the copy of a Letter from 
Messrs. Carmichael and Short, relative to our affairs 
with Spain, which Letter is connected with a former 
confidential Message. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, February 24, 1794. 
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The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 





Tuespay, February 25. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four,” was 
read the first time and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the twenty-second instant, on the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GaLLatin to bea Senator of the United States; 
and, after progress, 

Grilered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion it was agreed that the second reading 
of the bill, in addition to the act for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, 
assigned as the order of this day, be further post- 
poned. 





Wepnespay, February 26. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, made the twenty-second instant, on the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GALLATIN to be a Senator of the United States; 
and, after progress, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED Srares, and read: 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 

I have caused the correspondence, which is the sub- 
ject of your resolution of the 24th day of January last, 
to be laid before me. After an examination of it, I di- 
rected copies and translations to be made; except in 
those particulars which, in my judgment, for public con- 
siderations, ought not to be communicated. 

These copies and translations are now transmitted to 
the Senate; but the nature of them manifest the pro- 
priety of their being received as confidential. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, February 26, 1794. 


Ordered, That the Message and papers therein 
referred to lie for consideration. 

The bill, sent from the Honse of Representatives, 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four,” 
was read the second time, and the further con- 
sideration of the bill was postponed. 





Tuurspay, February 27. 


Ordered, That the bill from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
making Appropriations for the support of Govern- 
ment for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four;” be referred to Messrs. Caport, 
FRELINGHUYSEN, and Lanepon, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 
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The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, made the twenty-second instant, on the 
report of the committee on the petition of Conrad 
Laub, and others, respecting the election of Mr. 
GaLuatTin to be a Senator of the United States ; 
and, after progress, 

Ordered, at the further consideration thereof 
be postponed until to-morrow. 





Frivay, February 28. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
22d instant, on the report of the committee on the 
petition of Conrad Laub and others, respecting the 
election of Mr. GALLatin to be a Senator of’ the 
United States. 

And, on the question to agree to the motion, as 
follows: 


“ Resolved, That Atnert GaxiaTin, returned to this 
House as a member for the State of Pennsylvania, is 
duly qualified for, and elected to, a seat in the Senate 
of the United States :” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 12, nays 14, as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gunn, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Ro- 
binson, and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Livermore, Mitch- 
ell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Vining. 


On motion, that it be 


“ Resolved, That the election of Atnert Gattatin 
to be a Senator of the United States was void, he not 
having been a citizen of the United States the term of 
years required as a qualification to be a Senator of the 
United States :” 


A motion was made to divide the question at 
the word “void;” and, 

On motion to agree to the first paragraph of the 
motion so divided, it passed in the affirmative— 
yeas 14, nays 12, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Livermore, Mitch- 
ell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Vining. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gunn, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Ro- 
binson, and Taylor. 

On motion to adopt the resolution as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the election of Atnert GattaTtin 
to be a Senator of the United States was void, he not 
having been a citizen of the United States the term of 
years required as a qualification to be a Senator of the 
United States :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 12, 
as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Livermore, Mitch- 
ell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Vining, 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gunn, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Ro- 
binson, and Taylor. 

Resolved, That an attested copy of the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, declaring the election of AL- 
BERT GALLATIN to be void, be transmitted by the 
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Presipent of the Senate tothe Executive of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The report of the committee on the petition of 
Conrad Laub and others, above referred to, and 
made on the 10th instant, is as follows: 

“The Committee of Elections, to whom was referred 
the petition of Conrad Laub and others, against the 
election of the Honorable Atuertr Gatvatin asa Sena- 
tor of the United States for the State of Pennsylvania, 
report : 

“That they have had the same under consideration, 
and, having given due notice, as well the petitioners, by 
their agent, Michael Schmyser, as the said Mr. Gatta- 
TIN appeared before them, and, on the part of the peti- 
tioners, the following evidence was produced, to wit: 

“Robert Morris, Esq., being duly sworn, deposeth : 
That, during the war, two of his sons went to Geneva 
for their education, and at that place they became ac- 
quainted with some of the friends of Mr. Albert Galla- 
tin, who had gone for America, and they, being solici- 
tous to hear of his safety, desired Mr. Morris’s sons to 
write to their father, to make inquiry and give the in- 
formation he should obtain. That, frequently after- 
wards, he received letters for Mr. Gallatin from Europe, 
which he always supposed to come from the friends of 
Mr. Gallatin, in Geneva. He supplied Mr. Gallatin 
with money for a bill upon London, and there supposed 
the funds to pay the same were remitted from Geneva. 
Mr. Morris paid Mr. Gallatin about one thousand gui- 
neas, by order of Messrs. & Co., bank- 
ers in Paris, believing always that they were reimbursed 
from Geneva. Mr. Morris does not recollect dates, not 
having for a long while seen any of the letters that 
passed on the subject; he does not know the place of 
Mr. Gallatin’s nativity, but, from the general course of 
the circumstances which came under his observation, he 
always did suppose he was born in Geneva. 

“ Sworn to, and subscribed, January 22, 1794.” 

“ Nathaniel Cabot Higginson, Esq., being duly sworn, 
deposeth: That he does not know directly anything of 
Mr. Gallatin’s being a foreigner or native; that he re- 
collects knowing him by reputation and sight at Bos- 
ton, in one of the years 1781, 1782, or 1783, and that 
he was generally reputed to be a foreigner. This depo- 
nent believes that Mr. Gallatin then taught the French 
language, and did not speak the English with facility ; 
and further recollects that Mr. Gallatin was resident 
there or thereabouts a considerable time. This depo- 
nent further says, that he never had any conversation 
with Mr. Gallatin, but founds his belief, with respect to 
Mr. Gallatin’s not speaking the English with facility, 
on the information received from others. 

“ Sworn to, and subscribed, January 22, 1794.” 

“Mr. John Breakbill, being duly sworn, testifies : 
That, last Winter, being a member of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, previous to the election of Senator for 
the State of Pennsylvania, I heard Mr. Gallatin say his 
citizenship would not admit his being a Senator; what 
were his reasons for making the declaration I cannot 
say; I took it, he did not wish to be elected. This de- 
claration by Mr. Gallatin was made at a meeting of 2 
number of members of the Pennsylvania Legislature, held 
for the purpose of agreeing who should be set up as a 
candidate. The deponent further says, he does not re- 
collect Mr. Gallatin’s assigning any other reason for his 
backwardness to serve as a Senator, than the want of 
citizenship. 

“ Sworn to, and subscribed, January 22, 1794.” 

“Henry Kammerer, Esgq., being duly sworn, testifies 
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That, last Winter, being a member of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, and previous to the election of Senator 
for the said State, at a meeting of a number of the mem- 
bers of the State Legislature, to agree upon a candidate 
to fill said office, I heard Mr. Gallatin say, when his 
name was proposed, ‘ As for my name, it is out of the 
question: I have not been a citizen long enough to en- 
title me to serve in that station.’ That, at a second 
meeting for the same purpose, Mr. Gallatin was again 
proposed as a proper person for a candidate, and then 
the deponent understood (not from Mr. Gallatin, but 
from some of the members of Assembly then present,) 
that the doubt about his citizenship was then put to 
rights; and then it was almost unanimously agreed to 
put up Mr. Gallatin’s name. That, on the morning 
succeeding Mr. Gallatin’s election, the deponent heard 
it observed, that, notwithstanding Mr. Gallatin’s elec- 
tion, he could not take his seat, in consequence of his 
declaration that he had not been long enough a citizen. 
That he, the same day, mentioned this to Mr. Gallatin, 
who said that he had made this declaration under a 
mistaken idea that it was necessary for him to have 
been nine years a citizen of Pennsylvania, but that, 
upon examining the Constitution, he had found that to 
have been nine years a citizen of the United States was 
sufficient, and that he had been above nine years a ci- 
tizen of the United States, or words to that effect. 

“Sworn to, and subscribed, J anuary 22, 1794.” 

“Pelatiah Webster, being duly qualified, testifies: 
That, eleven years ago last Summer, I let my house in 
Philadelphia to Mary Lynn, who proposed to take lodg- 
ers; I reserved apartments for myself, and boarded with 
her. Soon after, Mr. Savery and Mr. Gallatin took 
lodgings of her, and continued a number of months 
there. Mr. Savery spoke no English; Mr. Gallatin 
spoke good English, and served as interpreter for him. 
They appeared to be well bred gentlemen, and their 
conduct was agreeable and conciliating ; and they soon 
gained the esteem and respect of the family. I do not 
know that they ever declared their country, but we all 
supposed they were French, and, of course, the people, 
customs, and country of France, often made the topic 
of fireside chat. In one of these transient conversa- 
tions, Mr. Gallatin took occasion to say that his know- 
ledge of French affairs was not very perfect, for he was 
not a native of France, nor had ever resided long in that 
country, but was from Geneva. No one interesting cir- 
cumstance made any further inquiry necessary, nor do 
I recollect that he made any more explication of the 
subject. 

“ N. B. Mr. Gallatin once said that his original name 
was not Gallatin, but I think he said it was Sidney, but 
this conversation was in drollery, and not in earnest, as 
I conceived at the time of speaking, from the manner 
and air of his speaking thereon. 

“Sworn to, and subscribed, January 28, 1794.” 

“Mr. John Smilie, member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, being sworn, saith, that 
at a meeting of sundry members of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, previous to Mr. Gallatin’s election as a 
Senator of the United States, that gentleman was men- 
tioned as a proper person to fill the said office ; at which 
time Mr. Gallatin started some doubt respecting his be- 
ing qualified, but in what words the deponent does not 
recollect. 

That the deponent did not understand upon what 
the doubt was founded, though he thinks, from some- 
thing said by Mr. Gallatin, that it related to Mr. Galla- 
tin’s citizenship, for, as the deponent conceived the con- 
versation proceeded from that kind of modesty which 





gentlemen usually feel upon having their names pro- 
posed upon such occasions, he did not pay much atten- 
tion to it: and that his reason for forming this opinion 
was, his having frequently observed gentlemen to make 
excuses in similar situations, and from his knowledge of 
Mr. Gallatin’s modesty of disposition. When being 
asked, whether he ever heard Mr. Gallatin say that he 
had not been a citizen of the United States nine years 
previous to his election, the deponent replies, he never 
did. Upon being asked by Mr. Lewis, counsel for the 
petitioners, what he had ever heard Mr. Gallatin say 
touching his citizenship, the deponent replies, that a 
considerable time subsequent to Mr. Gallatin’s election, 
Mr. Gallatin, in conversations with the deponent, ex- 
pressed an opinion, that he was qualified with respect 
to citizenship. What else did you ever hear Mr. Gal- 
latin say with respect to his citizenship! The depo- 
nent answers, that he recollects having heard him say 
something with respect to the laws of Massachusetts 
not requiring an oath of allegiance, at the time of his 
giving his opinion as aforesaid. Did you ever hear Mr. 
Gallatin say he was born in Europe? The deponent 
replies, that he does not recollect Mr. Gallatin’s saying 
that he was born in Europe, but that he has heard Mr. 
Gallatin speak of himself as a Genevan, mention his 
family in Geneva, and in conversations with him hath 
always understood him to be of Geneva? Did you ever 
hear Mr. Gallatin mention the time of his coming into 
America? He replies, that he thinks Mr. Gallatin, about 
a year past, mentioned that he had been then thirteen 
years in this country, and that he was nineteen years 
old when he came. Did you ever hear Mr. Gallatin 
say when or where he took the oath of allegiance? He 
replies, he heard Mr. Gallatin say that he took the oath 
of allegiance in Virginia, but, as to the time, the depo- 
nent cannot be precise, but he thinks, if he can recol- 
lect, that Mr. Gallatin did mention to him, though he 
cannot be certain; but it was not nine years before he 
was elected. That the deponent thinks Mr. Gallatin’s 
doubts respecting his citizenship were founded on this 
ground, the witness referring in this part of his testimo- 
ny to the meeting before mentioned, when these doubts 
were expressed ; but he cannot specify the time of Mr. 
Gallatin’s having mentioned to him the circumstance of 
his having taken the oath of allegiance. 

“ Sworn to, and subscribed, January 28, 1794.” 

“Mr. Thomas Stokeley, being sworn, deposeth and 
saith, that, some few days before a Senator was chosen 
for the State of Pennsylvania, a meeting was had to fix 
on a proper person to represent the State in that office ; 
sundry persons were started as candidates, among whom 
was Mr. Gallatin, who, upon his being named, ob- 
served that there were many other persons more proper 
to fill that office; and also observed, that there might 
be doubts as to his citizenship, though the deponent, 
from the length of time, and not expecting to have been 
called upon, retains too slight an impression of what 
then passed, to be able to recollect the words with pre- 
cision. That, at a subsequent meeting for the same 
purpose, Mr. Gallatin was finally agreed to be nomi- 
nated, and the deponent heard no objection stated there- 
to, either by Mr. Gallatin (who was present) or any 
other person. 

“ Sworn to, and subscribed, February 1, 1794.” 

“The before-recited evidence being introduced and 
closed on the part of the petitioners, Mr. Gallatin was 
asked whether he had any testimony to produce on his 
part, to which he gave the following answer, in writing, 
to wit: 

“The committee to whom the petition of Conrad 
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Laub, &c., was referred, having informed me that the 
petitioners had closed their evidence, and asked me 
‘whether I had any testimony to produce on my side ;’ 
I answer, that it appears to me that there is not suffi- 
cient matter charged in the petition, and proved by the 
testimony, to vacate my seat; that, by the resolution 
appointing the committee, the petition is referred to 
them to state the facts, ‘without prejudice as to any 
questions which may, upon the hearing, be raised by 
the sitting member, as to the sufficiency of the parties 
and the matter charged in the petition ;’ that, upon the 
hearing, and in the present stage of the same, the ques- 
tion as to the sufficiency of matter, as above stated, is 
raised by me; that I conceive, from the evident con- 
struction of the resolution, I have a right to have that 
question decided by the Senate; that, until the same 
shall have been decided, I do not wish to be at the trou- 
ble and expense of collecting evidence at a great dis- 
tance ; and, therefore, that at present, I do not mean to 
produce any testimony, reserving, however, to myself 
the right which I conceive I have to produce any testi- 
mony in my favor, after the said question shall have 
been decided by the Senate, in case it is decided against 
me. 


“ALBERT GALLATIN.” 


“ Which being duly read and considered, the Com- 
mittee came to the following resolution, to wit: 

“ Whereas the evidence on the part of the petitioners 
having becen closed, and it appearing that Mr. Gallatin 
was an alien in the year 1780; and his answer, in 
writing, assigning reasons why he should not adduce 
evidence on his part in the present stage of the inquiry, 
not being, in the opinion of the Committee, sufficient. 

“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Committee, it 
is now incumbent on Mr. Gallatin to show that he has 
become a citizen of the United States, and when. 

“ Which resolution being read to Mr. Gallatin, he 
informed the Committee he should rely on the answer 
he had before given. 

“ All which is respectfully submitted to the honorable 
Senate, by the Committee.” 


And subjoined is the statement of facts exhibited 
by Mr. GaLvatin, and agreed to between him and 
the counsel for the petitioners, as mentioned the 
20th instant: 


“ Albert Gallatin was born at Geneva, on the 29th 
day of January, 1761. He left that place for the United 
States in April or May, 1780, arrived in Boston (Mas- 
sachusetts) on the 14th or 15th July of the same year, 
and has ever since resided within the United States. 
In October, 1780, he removed from Boston to Machias 
in the Province of Maine, in which place and its neigh- 
borhood he resided one year, and commenced a settle- 
ment on a tract of vacant land. During that time, he 
furnished, out of his own funds, supplies (amounting in 
value to more than sixty pounds Massachusetts curren- 
cy) to Colonel John Allen, who was the commanding 
officer stationed there, and also Superintendent of In- 
dian Affairs for the Eastern Department, for the use of 
the American troops, and on several occasions acted as 
a volunteer under the same officer’s command. For the 
said supplies, he received, one year after, a warrant on 
the Treasury of the State of Massachusetts, which he 
sold at a considerable depreciation. In October, 1781, he 
returned to Boston; and in the Spring of 1782, was, by 
a vote of the Corporation of the University of Cam- 
bridge, (otherwise called Harvard College,) chosen in- 
structor of the French language of the said University. 
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By the same vote he was allowed a room in the Col- 
lege, the privilege of the Commons at the Tutor’s table, 
the use of the Library, and also the right of having his 
pay (which depended on the voluntary subscription and 
attendance of the students) collected by the steward of 
the institution, together with the other charges against 
the students for board and education. Those terms he 
accepted, and remained in that station for the term of 
one year. In July, 1783, he removed to Pennsylvania, 
and in November of the same year proceeded to Virgi- 
nia, in which State he had purchased more than one 
thousand acres of land, (and amounting to more than one 
hundred pounds Virginia currency in value,) some time 
between July and November, 1783. Between this last 
mentioned period and the month of October, 1785, he 
purchased other lands in the said State to a very large 
amount, and in the said last mentioned month he took 
an oath of allegiance to the said State. In December, 
1785, he purchased the plantation in Fayette county in 
Pennsylvania, on which he has lived ever since. In 
October, 1789, he was elected member of the Conven- 
tion to amend the Constitution of Pennsylvania, and in 
October, 1790, 1791, and 1792, he was elected member 
of the Legislature of the same State. On the 28th of Fe- 
bruary, 1793, he was chosen Senator to represent the said 
State in the Senate of the United States, and took his 
seat in December following.” 





Monpay, March 3. 


The Communications referred to in the Message 
of the Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares of the 
26th of February, were in part read. 

Ordered, That the further reading of them at 
this time be postponed. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you an extract from a Letter of Mr. 
Short, relative to our affairs with Spain; and copies of 
two Letters from our Minister at Lisbon, with their en- 
closures, containing intelligence from Algiers. The 
whole of these communications are made in confidence, 
except the passage in Mr. Short’s Letter which respects 


the Spanish convoy. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unrrep States, March 3, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. 

The petition of Peter Trezevant, of the State 
of South Carolina, was read, praying compensa- 
tion for certain goods bought of Robert Farguhar, 
and stated to be for the use of the United States, 
though purchased by order and appropriated to 
the more immediate use of the State of Georgia. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

Mr. Casor reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “An 
act for the remission of the duties arising on the 
tonnage of sundry French vessels which have 
taken refuge in the ports of the United States,” 
that this bill pass the Senate; and the bill was 
read the second time; and, on motion, was read 
the third time and passed. 
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_  Tugespay, March 4. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications referred to in the Message of the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares of the 26th 
of February ; and, after progress, the further read- 
ing thereof was postponed. 

r. Martin, from the committee appointed on 
the 22d of February, to consider the Report of 
the Secretary for the Department of Treasury 
respecting a light-house on Cape Hatteras, re- 

orted a bill to erect a light-house on the head- 
and and Cape of Hatteras, and a lighted beacon 
on Ocracock Island, in the State of North Caro- 
lina; which was read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 





Wepnespay, March 5. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act authorizing a Loan of one million 
of dollars,” in which they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresiDENT OF THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Secretary of State having reported to me upon 
the several complaints which have been lodged in his 
Office, against the vexations and spoliations on our 
commerce since the commencement of the European 
war, I transmit to you a copy of his statement, together 
with the documents upon which it is founded. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, March 5, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications referred to in the Message of the 
Presipent or THE Unitep Srarss of the 26th 
of February last. 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act authorizing a 
Loan of one million of dollars,” was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to erect a light-house on the head-land 
and Cape of Hatieras, and a lighted beacon on 
Ocracock Island, in the State of North Carolina, 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for 
the further consideration of this bill. 





Tuurspay, March 6. 


Mr. Capor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act mak- 
ing Appropriations for the support of Government, 
for the year 1794,” reported amendments, which 
were read and adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act authorizing a 
Loan of one million of dollars,” was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs. BuTLER, Ca- 
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Bot, and Hawkins, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 





Fripay, March 7. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government, for the 

ear 1794,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass as amended. 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives in the 
amendments to this bill. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Kine, Lanapon, and 
Srrone, be a committee to join with such com- 
mittee as the House of Representatives may ap- 
point on their part, to consider and report what 
business is necessary to be done by Congress in 
the present session, and what part of the business 
now depending may be, without great inconve- 
nience, postponed until the next session; that the 
proceedings may be so regulated as to close this 
session by the first Monday in April next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act to 

rohibit the carrying on the slave trade from the 

nited States to any foreign place or country ;” 
also, a bill, entitled “An act limiting the time for 
presenting claims for destroyed certificates of cer- 
tain descriptions;” in which bills, severally, they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States, together 
with the amendments reported by the committee ; 
and, after progress, the further consideration there- 
of was postponed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to prohibit the 
carrying on the slave trade from the United States 
to any foreign place or country,” was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act limiting the time 
for presenting claims for destroyed certificates of 
certain descriptions,” was read the first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 





Monpay, March 10. 


The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from his Excellency Josiah Bartlett, Go- 
vernor of the State of New Hampshire, enclosing 
the remonstrance of the Legislature of that State 
against the determination of the Cireuit Court for 
the district of New Hampshire, held at Exeter on 
the 24th day of October, 1793; which Letter and 
papers referred to were read. 

Ordered, That they be committed to Messrs. 
Livermore, Kina, and Lanepon, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to prohibit the 
carrying on the slave trade from the United States 
to any foreign place or country,” was read the 
second time. 
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Ordered, That the further consideration there- 
of be the order of the day for Wednesday next. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill to 
erect a light-house on the head-land and a of 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocracock Island 
in the State of North Carolina, was read the se- 
cond time and amended. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives concur in the amendments of the Se- 
nate to the bill, entitled “An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of Government, for the 
year 1794.” They also concur in the resolution of 
the Senate of the 7th instant, appointing a joint 
committee, and have appointed a committee on 
their part. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill “In addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States.” 

On motion that the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to procure, from the Secretary for the 
Department of State, the secret instructions given 
to the Commissioners for concluding a Treaty be- 
tween the United States and the King of Sweden; 
it passed in the negative. 

After progress in the consideration of the bill 
last mentioned, the further consideration thereof 
at this time was postponed, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act to 
provide a Naval Armament;” in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That the Secretary purchase Black- 
stone’s Commentaries, and Vattel’s Law of Na- 


- ture and Nations, for the use of the Senate. 





Tuespay, March 11. 


The bill to erect a light-house on the head-land 
of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocra- 
cock Island, in the State of North Carolina, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the Attorney General for the 
United States be directed to report upon the peti- 
tion of the inhabitants of Galliopolis, fod ed in his 
Office by reference at the last session of Congress. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States; and, 
after progress, 

Ordered, That the further consideration there- 
of be postponed. 





Wepnespay, March 12. 


Resolved, That the Presipent or THE Unirep 
States be requested to transmit, to the Execu- 
tives of the several States, copies of the amend- 
ment proposed by Congress to be. added to the 
Constitution of the United States, respecting the 
Judicial power. 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the con- 
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currence of the House of Representatives in this 
resolution. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act to 
provide for the defence of certain ports and har- 
bors in the United States;” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States. 

On motion to strike out the 7th section of the 
bill, as follows: 


“ And be it further enacted, That it shall not be law- 
ful to sell within the United States, any vessel or goods 
captured from a Prince or State, or from the subjects or 
citizens of a Prince or State, with which the United 
States are at peace, which vessel or goods shall have 
been captured by any other foreign Prince or State, or 
by the subjects or citizens of such Prince or State, un- 
less such vessel and goods shall have been first carried 
into a port or place within the territory of the Prince 
or State to which the captors belong, but such vessels 
and goods shall be carried out of the United States by 
those who shall have brought them in. And the sale of 
any vessel or goods, prohibited as aforesaid, shall be ut- 
terly void :” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 12, nays 12, as 
follows: 


Yeras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

Narys.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 
and Vining. 

The Vice Presipent determined the question 
in the negative. 

On motion to adopt this 7th section, it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 12, as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 
and Vining. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 


_ The Vice Presipent determined the question 
in the affirmative. 

_On motion to adopt the following as an addi- 
tional section to the pill, to wit: 

“ And be it further enacted, That this act shall con- 
tinue and be in force for and during the term of six 
months, and from thence to the end of the next session 
of Congress, and no longer :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 11, nays 13, as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, 
and Taylor. 

Narxs.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, 
Potts, Strong, and Vining. 

On motion to adopt the following as an addi- 
tional section to the bill, to wit: 

“ And be it further enacted, That this act shall con- 
tinue and be in force for and during the term of two 
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years, and from thence to the end of the next session 
of Congress, and no longer :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 7, as 
follows : 


Yxras.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, Liver- 
more, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and 
Vining. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Butler, Edwards, Langdon, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

On motion that this bill pass to the third read- 
ing, it passed in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 12, 
as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 
and Vining. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 


The Vice Presipent determined the question 
in the affirmative. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresipENT OF THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you the translation of two Letters from 
the Commissioners of his Catholic Majesty to the Se- 
cretary of State, and of their enclosures. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Uniten Srates, March 12, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide for 
the defence of certain ports and harbors in the 
United States,” was read the first time, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 





Tuurspay, March 13. 


The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate the 
Reports of the Secretary for the Department of 
War, on the several petitions of Asa Day, Wil- 
liam Perkins, and Jonathan Holton. 

Ordered, That they lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide for 
the defence of certain ports and harbors in the 
United States,” was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Kine, Gunn, Izarp; Lanapon, Morris, Exts- 
wortTn, and Porrs, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

Mr. Bur_er reported, from the committee ap- 
pointed to consider the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “An 
act authorizing a Loan of one million of dollars,” 
that the bill pass; and, the report being adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
a Naval Armament,” was read the second time. 

On motion, it was agreed that the further con- 
sideration of this bill be the order of the day for 
Monday next. 
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The bill, in addition to the act for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, 
was read the third time. 

On motion, to expunge the 8th section, as fol- 
ows: 


“And be it further enacted and declared, That, in 
every case in which a vessel shall be fitted out and 
armed, or attempt so to be fitted out or armed, or in 
which the force of any vessel of war, cruiser, or other 
armed vessel, shall be increased or augmented, or in 
which any military expedition or enterprise shall be 
begun or set on foot contrary to the prohibitions and 
provisions of this act; and in every case of the capture 
of a ship or vessel within the jurisdiction or protection 
of the United States as above defined, and in every 
case in which any process issuing out of any Court of 
the United States shall be disobeyed or resisted by any 
person or persons having the custody of any vessel of 
war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, of any foreign Prince 
or State, or of the subjects or citizens of such Prince or 
State; in every such case it shall be lawful for the Pre- 
sident of the United States, or such other person as he 
shall have empowered for that purpose, to employ such 
part of the land or naval forces of the United States, 
or of the militia thereof, as shall be judged necessary 
for the purpose of taking possession of and detaining 
any such ship or vessel, with her prize or prizes, if any, 
in order to the execution of the prohibitions and penal- 
ties of this act, and to the restoring such prize or prizes, 
in the cases in which restoration shall have been 
adjudged, and also for the purpose of preventing the 
carrying on of any such expedition or enterprise from 
the territories of the United States against the territo- 
ries or dominions of a foreign Prince or State, with 
whom the United States are at peace :” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 12, nays 12, as 
follows : 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 
and Vining. 


The Vice-Presipent determined the question 
in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 12, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Izard, King, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, 
and Vining. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Robinson, and Taylor. 

The Vice-Presipent determined the question 
in the affirmative. And further amendments being 
agreed to, it was 

Resolved, That this bill pass, that it be engross- 
ed, and that the title thereof be “An act in addi- 
tion to the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States.” 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the support of the Mi- 
litary Fstablishment of the United States for the 


year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
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four ;” and a bill entitled “An act making further 
provision for the expenses attending the inter- 
course of the United States with foreign nations 
and further to continue in force the act entitle 
‘An act providing the means of intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations ;” in 
which several bills they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were severally read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That the documents referred to in 
the Presipent’s Message of the 5th instant, rela- 
tive to the vexations and spoliations on the com- 
merce of the United States, be returned to the 
office of the Secretary of State. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of State, as soon 
as may be, furnish the Senate with an abstract of 
the vexations and spoliations lately committed 
upon our commerce, and by whom, particularly 
noting the condemnations, as far as the documents 
in his office will enable him. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act limiting 
the time for presenting claims for destroyed cer- 
tificates of certain descriptions,” was read the se- 
cond time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Caport, Taytor, Etutsworrn, Gunn, and Kina, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill authorizing and directing the settle- 
ment of the accounts of Major General Laray- 
ETTE was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, that it be engross- 
ed, and that the title thereof be “An act allowing 
to Major General Larayerre his pay and emolu- 
ments while in the service of the United States.” 


Fripay, March 14. 


The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate the 
Report from the Secretary for the War Depart- 
ment on the petition of Robert Connelly ; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee appointed to con- 
sider the bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
for the defence of certain ports and harbors in the 
United States,” reported amendments; which, be- 
ing adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act authoriz- 
ing a Loan of one million of dollars,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
further provision for the expenses attending the 
intercourse of the United States with foreign na- 
tions, and further to continue in force the act en- 
titled ‘An act providing the means of intercourse 
between the United States and foreign nations,” 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Kina, Morris, and Srrona, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee appointed on 
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this bill, reported an amendment, which being 
adopted, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House cf Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four,” was 
read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Kina, Vinine, and Gunn, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 





Monpay, March 17. 


The Vice Prestvent laid before the Senate the 
Report of the Secretary for the Department of 
War on the petitions of Theodore Chartier and 
others; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Brap.ey reported, from the committee ap- 

ointed to consider the petition of Jabez Rogers, 
jr., that the prayer of the petition be granted. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
for the defence of certain ports and harbors in the 
United States,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
a Naval Armament,” wasread the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Lancpon, Morris, Bot- 
Ler, Taytor, and Caport, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
further provision for the expenses attending the 
intercourse of the United States with foreign 
nations; and further to continue in force the act, 
entitled ‘An act providing the means of inter- 
course between the United States and foreign na- 
tions;” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with an amend- 
ment. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An actto prohibit the carry- 
ing on the slave-trade from the United States to 
any foreign place or country.” 

On motion to postpone the bill to the next ses- 
sion of Congress, it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the turther consideration of this 
bill be postponed. 





Tvuespay, March 18. 


Mr. Kino, from the committee appomted to 
consider the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of the Military 
Establishment of the United States for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four;” re- 
ported the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

A motion was made and seconded, that it be 


« Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine 
into and report on the practicability of obtaining state- 
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ments ofthe principles on which the accounts of the indi- 
vidual States with the United States have been settled, 
and a statement of the several credits allowed in the 
said settlement:” 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 
Mr. Lanepon, from the committee appointed 
to consider the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to 
provide a Naval Armament,” reported amend- 
ments; which were in part adopted. 
Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “ An act to provide for the erecting and 
repairing arsenals and magazines, and for other 
purposes;” and “ A resolution that the PResipDENT 
oF THE Unirep Srares be authorized to employ, 
as despatch boats, such of the revenue cutters of 
the United States as the public exigencies may re- 
quire;” in which bill and resolution, severally, 
a desire the concurrence of the Senate. 
he following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep States: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
v the House of Representatives : 
The Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
having requested an advance of money, I transmit to 
Congress certain documents relative to that subject. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep Srares, March 18, 1794. 


The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

The resolution sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, “authorizing the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unirep Srartes to employ as de- 
spatch boats, such of the revenue cutters as the 
public exigencies may require ;” was read. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur therein. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide for 
the erecting and repairing of arsenals and maga- 
zines, and for other purposes,” was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
coneurrence, entitled “ An act to prohibit the car- 
rying on the slave-trade from the United States 
to any foreign pace or country.” 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Wepnespay, March 19. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
a Naval Armament,” was read a third time and 
passed. 

Resolved, That the bill pass with amendments. 

The report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Jabez Rogers, jr., was read 
and adopted, and the committee were instructed 
to bring in a bill for the purposes therein expressed. 

Mr. Brab.ey, from the committee last mention- 
ed, reported a bill for the remission of the duties 
on certain distilled spirits destroyed by fire, which 
was read the first time and ordered to a second 
reading. 
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The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to prohibit 
the carrying on the slave trade from the United 
States to any foreign place or country,” was read 
the third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four,” was 
read the third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for the erecting and repairing of arsenals and ma- 
gazines, and for other purposes,” was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Gunn, Kine, and Brap ey, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill 
to authorize the Presippent or THE Unirep 
Sratres, in certain cases, to alter the place for 
holding a session of Congress. 

The bill was accordingly laid on the table, and 
read the first time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second read- 


ing. 


Txurspay, March 20. 


The bill to authorize the Presipent oF THE 
Unirep Srares, in certain cases, to alter the place 
for holding a session of Congress, was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Livermore, Gunn, and ELLsworrs, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill for the remission of the duties on cer- 
tain distilled spirits, destroyed by fire, was read the 
second time ; and, the rule being dispensed with, 
the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act limiting the 
time for presenting claims for destroyed certifi- 
cates of certain descriptions,” reported amend- 
ments. 

Ordered, That they be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

Mr. Gunn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act to provide for 
the erecting and repairing of arsenals and maga- 
zines, and for other purposes,” reported amend- 
ments, which were adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 


ing. 


Fripay, March 21. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for the erecting and repairing of arsenals and ma- 
gazines, and for other purposes,” was read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Livermore, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to authorize the Presipent 
or rHe Unirep Srares, in certain cases, to alter 
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the place for holding a session of Congress, report- 
ed amendments. 

Ordered, That the amendments be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

The report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act limiting the time 
for presenting claims for destroyed certificates of 
certain descriptions,” was read, and the considera- 
tion thereof postponed until Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, made on the 18th instant, that it be 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ex- 
amine into and report on the practicability of obtaining 
statements of the principles on which the accounts of 
the individual States with the United States have been 
settled, and a statement of the several credits allowed 
in the said settlement.” 


And, on motion to adopt this resolution, it pass- 
ed in the negative—yeas 6, nays 16, as follows: 


Yeras.—Messrs. Edwards, Hawkins, Martin, Monroe, 
Potts, and Taylor. 

Narys.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Cabot, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Jackson, Izard, 
Langdon, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Robinson, and 
Strong. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Stephen 
Paranque ;” in which they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time 
and ordered to a second reading. 

A motion was made, 


“That a committee be appointed to consider and re- 

jot in what manner the duties of the office of a District 

udge shall be discharged, during the inability of the 
Judge of a district.” 


Ordered, That the motion be referred to Messrs. 
Ex_itsworth, Srrone, and Lanepon, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 





Monpay, March 24. 


Kensey Jouns appeared and produced his cre- 
dentials of an appointment by the Governor of the 
State of Delaware as a Senator for the United 
States, which were read. 

Whereupon, it was moved that they be referred 
to the consideration of the Committee of Elec- 
tions before the said Kensey Jouns should be 
permitted to qualify, who are directed to report 
thereon ; and it passed in the affirmative—yeas 13, 
nays 12, as follows: 

Yxras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Livermore, Mar- 
tin, Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Izard, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Ruther- 
furd, Strong, and Vining. 

_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to provide for placing 
buoys on certain rocks off the harbor of New 
London and in Providence river,” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 
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The memorial of a number of citizens of the 
State of South Carolina was presented and read 
complaining of the system continued and pursued 
in the capture, detention, and condemnation, in 
British ports, of a number of vessels with their 
cargoes, the property of the citizens of the United 
States. 

Ordered, That this memorial lie for considera- 
tion. 

The Vice Prestpenr laid before the Senate the 
report of the Attorney General, on the memorial 
of the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and it 
was read. 

Ordered, That this report, and the papers refer- 
red to, be committed to Messrs. Burr, Tay.or, 
and ELtsworts, to consider and report thereon 
to the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to authorize the Presipenr oF THE UNITED 
Srares, in certain cases, to alter the place for 
holding a session of Congress. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

Mr. Jackson, gave notice that he should, to- 
morrow, move for leave to bring in a bill to make 

rovision for the widow and orphan children of 
Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the service of 
the United States. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the 
relief of Stephen Paranque,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Casor, ELLswortn, 
and Morris, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for placing buoys on certain rocks off the harbor 
of New London and in Providence river,” was 
read the first time and ordered to a second reading. 





Tuespay, March 25. 


The bill to authorize the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, in certain cases, to alter the 
place for holding a session of Congress, was read 
the third time; and, being amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass, that it be engross- 
ed, and that the title thereof be, “ An act to au- 
thorize the Presipent or THE Unitep Srares, 
in certain cases, to alter the place of holding a 
session of Congress.” 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for placing buoys on certain rocks off the harbor 
of New London and in Providence river,” was 
read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Jackson, Lanepon, and Fosrer, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House disagree to 
the first amendment of the Senate to the bill en- 
titled “An act to provide for the erecting and re- 
pairing of arsenals and magazines and for other 
purposes ;” ask a conference on the subject-matter 
of all the amendments to the said bill, and have 
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appointed managers at the said conference on their 

t. 
PoThe Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives, disagreeing to 
the first amendment of the Senate to the bill 
entitled “ An act to provide for the erecting and 
repairing of arsenals and magazines and for other 
purposes,” and asking a conference on all the 
amendments. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the propos- 
ed conference, and that Messrs. Gunn, BrapLey, 
and ELtswortu be managers at the same on the 

rt of the Senate. 

The following message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UniTeD States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The two Letters which I now forward to Congress 
were written by a Consul of the United States, and 
contain information which will, probably, be thought to 
require some pecuniary provision. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, March 25, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The consideration of the report of the committee 
on the bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act limiting 
the time for presenting claims for destroyed cer- 
tificates of certain descriptions,” was resumed, 
adopted with amendment, and it was agreed that 
the bill be amended accordingly. 


Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading.” 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “ An act transferring, for a limited 
time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences from 
the District to the Circuit Court of New Hamp- 
shire, and assigning certain duties in respect to 
invalid pensioners, to the attorney of the said dis- 
trict:” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Comformably to notice given, Mr. Jackson ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill to make provision 
for the widow and orphan children of Robert For- 
syth, who was killed in the service of the United 
States; which was read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned to 
take into consideration the state of the Nation. 





Wepnespay, March 26. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act limiting 
the time for presenting claims for destroyed cer- 
tificates of certain descriptions,” was read the third 
time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
“A resolution laying an embargo on the vessels 
in the ports of the United States ;” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 
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The Senate took into consideration the last 
mentioned resolution, “laying an embargo on the 
vessels in the ports of the United States,” and 

Resolved, That they do concur therein, with 
the following amendment: 

After the word “States,” insert “whether clear- 
ed out or not.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in the 
amendment. 

Mr. Brapvey reported from the Committee of 
Elections, to whom was referred the credentials 
of Kensey Johns, appointed by the Executive of 
the State of Delaware a Senator of the United 
States, in place of George Read, resigned. 

ered, That the report lie for consideration. 

The bill to make provision for the widow and 
orphan children of Robert Forsyth, who was killed 
in the service of the United States, was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs. ELLswortn, 
Lanapon, and Srrone, to consider and report 
thereon, 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for 
the relief of Stephen Paranque,” reported the bili 
without amendment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 


ing. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act to 

rovide for placing buoys on certain rocks off the 
laden of New London, and in Providence river,” 
reported amendments, which were read, and order- 
ed to lie for consideration. 

Ordered, That the Senate be at present under 
an injunction of secrecy in respect to the amend- 
ment to the resolution laying an embargo on the 
vessels in the ports of the United States. 





Tuurspay, March 27. 


The bill,sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Stephen Paranque,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the report of the Committee of Elections, to whom 
was referred the credentials of Kensey Johns, ap- 
pointed by the Executive of the State of Delaware 
to be a Senator of the United States. 

On motion, that the report be recommitted, it 
passed in the negative; and, after progress, it was 
ordered that the further consideration of this re- 
port be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Gunn reported, from the managers appoint- 
ed to confer with those of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, On the amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act to provide for 
the erecting and repairing of arsenals and maga- 
zines, and for other purposes,” that they have 
agreed that it would be proper, instead of the 
amendments proposed to the first section, to 
amend the same, by striking out, from the word 
“stores,” to the word “provided,” and insert : 
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“There shall be established, under the direction of 
the President of the United States, three or four arse- 
nals, with magazines, as he shall judge most expedient, 
in such places as will best accommodate the different 
parts of the United States; either or both of the arse- 
nals heretofore used at Springfield and Carlisle to be 
continued as part of the said number, at his discretion. 

“ And that it would be proper for the House of Re- 
presentatives to agree to the other amendments pro- 
posed, except the last, and for the Senate to recede from 
that :” 

And it was agreed to adopt the report. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House adhere to their 
disagreement to some, and recede from their disa- 
greement to other amendments to the bill, entitled 
“ An act to provide for the erecting and repairing 
of arsenals and magazines, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

The Senate took into consideration the bill last 
mentioned ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That they recede from their amend- 
ments to the first section, and adopt the amend- 
ment reported by the managers at the conference 
thereon. 

Resolved, That they recede from their amend- 
ment to the sixth section, and that they insist on 


— amendment to the third section of the said 
bill. 





Fripay, March 28. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Elections, to whom 
was referred the credentials of Kensey Johns, ap- 
pointed by the Executive of the State of Dela- 
ware to bea Senator of the United States; which 
report is as follows: 


“ The Committee of Elections, to whom were referred 
the credentials of an appointment by the Governor of 
the State of Delaware, of Kensey Johns, as a Senator 
of the United States, having had the same under con- 
sideration, report— 

“That George Read, a Senator for the State of Dela- 
ware, resigned his seat upon the 18th day of December, 
1793, and during the recess of the Legislature of said 
State. 

“ That the Legislature of the said State met in Janu- 
ary, and adjourned in February, 1794. 

“ That, upon the 19th day of March, and subsequent 
to the adjournment of the said Legislature, Kensey 
Johns was appointed, by the Governor of said State, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation aforesaid. 

“ Whereupon, the Committee submit the following 
resolution : 

“ Resolved, That Kensey Johns, appointed by the 
Governor of the State of Delaware, as a Senator of the 
United States, for said State, is not entitled to a seat in 
the Senate of the United States; a session of the Le- 
gislature of the said State having intervened, between 
the resignation of the said George Read and the appoint- 
ment of the said Kensey Johns.” 


On the question to agree to this report. it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 7, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, 
Butler, Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, King, Langdon, Livermore, 
Martin, Mitchell, Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 
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Nars.—Messrs. Foster, 
furd, Strong, and Vining. 


Resolved, That an attested copy of the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, on the appointment of Kensey 
Johns to be a Senator of the United States, be 
transmitted, by the Presipenr of the Senate, to the 
Executive of the State of Delaware. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and of 
the House of Representatwes : 


In the execution of the resolution of Congress, bear- 
ing date the 26th of March, 1794, and imposing an 
embargo, I have requested the Governors of the several 
States to call forth the force of their militia, if it should 
be necessary, for the detention of vessels. This power 
is conceived to be incidental to an embargo. 

It also deserves the attention of Congress, how far 
the clearances from one district to another, under the 
law as it now stands, may give rise to evasions of the 
embargo. As one security, the collectors have been in- 
structed to refuse to receive the surrender of coasting 
licenses for the purpose of taking out registers, and to 
require bond from registered vessels, bound from one 
district to another, for the delivery of the cargo within 
the United States. 

It is not understood that the resolution applies to fish- 
ing vessels, although their occupations lie generally in 
parts beyond the United States. But, without further 
restrictions, there is an opportunity of their privileges 
being used as means of eluding the embargo. 

All armed vessels, possessing public commissions 
from any foreign Power, (letters of marque excepted,) 
are considered as-not liable to the embargo. 

These circumstances are transmitted to Congress for 
their consideration. 


Izard, Morris, Potts, Ruther- 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Unitrep States, March 28, 1794. 


Ordered, That the Message from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares, of this day, be re- 
ferred to Messrs. Burr, Morris, and Lanepon, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendments reported by the committee, to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to 
pravive for placing buoys on certain rocks off the 

arbor of New London, and in Providence river ;” 
and having adopted the same, and agreed that the 
bill be amended accordingly, 

Ordered, That the bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act transfer- 
ring, for a limited time, the jurisdiction of suits 
and offences, from the District to the Circuit 
Court of New Hampshire, and assigning certain 
duties, in respect to invalid pensioners, to the attor- 
ney of the said district,” was read the second 
time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

Mr. Vinine notified the Senate that he should, 
on Monday next, move for leave to bring in a bill 
to alter the times of holding the Circuit Courts of 
the United States in the district of Delaware. 

Mr. E.iswortn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to make provision for the 
widow and orphan children of Robert Forsyth 
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who was killed in the service of the United States, 
reported an amendment, which was adopted, and 
it was agreed that the bill should be amended 
as 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 25t 
instant, to take into consideration the state of the 
Nation ; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 





Monpay, March 31. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act transferrin 
for a limited time, the jurisdiction of suits and of- 
fences, from the District to the Circuit Court of 
New Hampshire, and assigning certain duties in 
respect to invalid pensioners, to the attorney of 
the said district,’ was read the third time, and 

ssed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide 
for placing buoys on certain rocks off the harbor 
of New London, and in Providence river,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Message from the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, of the 28th instant, reported a 
resolution to carry into more complete effect the 
resolution directing an embargo ; which was read. 

Resolved, That this resolution pass. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives do not concur in the resolution sent 
from the Senate to carry into more complete ef- 
fect the resolution directing an embargo; and 
that they have passed “a resolution to carry into 
more complete effect the resolution directing an 
embargo ;” in which they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the last mentioned resolution, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence. 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

The bill to make provision for the widow and 
ee children of Robert Forsyth, who was 
killed in the service of the United States, was 
read the third time. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, by 
inserting “two thousand,” in lieu of “one thou- 
sand dollars.” 

On the question, Shall this bill pass ? it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 8, as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Burr, Butler, Cabot, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, Martin, Monroe, Mor- 
ris, and Taylor. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Elisworth, Freling- 
huysen, Langdon, Livermore, Robinson, and Strong. 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass; that it 
be engrossed ; and that the title thereof be, “An 
act to make provision for the widow and orphan 
children of Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the 
service of the United States.” 
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Tuespay, April 1. 

The petition of Elkanah Prentice, praying com- 
pensation for military services, and that he be 
placed on the list of invalid pensioners, was pre- 
sented and read. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to the 
Secretary for the Department of War, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 





Wepnespay, April 2. 


The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary for the Department of 
the Treasury, enclosing “a Memoir of Mr. La 
Rocque, on the Politics of the United States, re- 
specting their Public Debt and Agriculture.” 

The Vice Prestvenr laid before the Senate a 
letter from the Hon. Anthony Morris, Speaker of 
the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia, enclosing a certificate of the election of the 
Hon. James Ross to be a Senator, to represent 
said Commonwealth in the Senate of the United 
States ; which were read. 

Ordered, That they lie on file. 





Tuurspay, April 3. 


The Vice Presipenrt laid before the Senate a 
Report of the Secretary for the Department of 
War, on the petition of Elkanah Prentice, which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 





Fripay, April 4. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitrep Sratres: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you three Letters from our Minister in 
London ; advices concerning the Algerine mission from 
our Minister at Lisbon and others; and a Letter from 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to 
the Secretary of State, with his answer. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srarss, April 4, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. 

Ordered, That the Letters from the American 
Minister in London, and the Letter of the 27th of 
March last, from the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic to the Secretary for the De- 

artment of State, together with his answer, re- 
erred to in the Message of the PrestpENT OF THE 
Unirep Srartes of this day, be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act to 
encourage the recruiting service ;” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

A motion was made as follows: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of War do lay before 
the Senate a statement of the period to which the 
troops of the United States have been paid. 
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Order-d, That this motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Kine reported, from the joint committee 
appointed to consider and report what business is 
necessary to be done by Congress in the present 
session, and what part of the business now de- 
pending may be, without great inconvenience, 

ostponed until the next session, that the proceed- 
ings may be so regulated as to close this session by 
the first Monday in April next; and the report 
was read. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act to 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States ;” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 





Monpay, April 7. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to encou- 
rage the recruiting service,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. ELLswortn, Brown, 
and Gunn, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to esta- 
blish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Brown, Burter, ELLsworrs, 
Foster, Gunn. Hawkins, Kine, Livermore, 
Monroe, Morais, Porrs, Rosinson, RuTHER- 
FURD, StroNG, and ViniNG, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 





Tuespay, April 8. 
The Senate assembled, but adjourned without 
transacting any business. 





Wepnespay, April 9. 


Joun Henry, from Maryland, attended. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the following bills, to which, severally, they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate : a bill, entitled 
“An act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an 
equivalent for his pension for life ;” a bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of Leffert Lefferts and 
others ;” a bill, entitled “An act to authorize 
Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 
issued to him for services in the late American 
army ;” and a bill, entitled “An act for erecting a 
light-house on the island of Seguin, in the district 
of Maine.” 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act allowing 
Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his 
pension for life,’ was read the first time, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the re- 
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lief of Leffert Lefferts and others,” was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to author- 
ize Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 
issued to him for services in the late American 
army,” was read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for erecting a 
light-house on the island of Seguin, in the district 
of Maine,” was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 





‘Tuurspay, April 10. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives agree to the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill entitled “An act limiting the time for 
presenting claims for destroyed certificates of cer- 
tain descriptions.” 

The bill sent from the Hause of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act allowing Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his pen- 
sion for life,’ was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Taytor, Brap.ey, and Exxs- 
WORTH, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Leffert Lefferts and others,” was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for erect- 
ing a light-house on the Island of Seguin, in the 
district of Maine,” was read the second time. 

On motion to add the following clause as an 
amendment to the bill, to wit: 


“ And, also, to provide by contract for building a light- 
house on the Island of Cumberland, at the entrance of 
the river St. Mary’s in the State of Georgia :” 


Ordered, That this bill, together with the amend- 
ment proposed thereto, be referred to Messrs. Ca- 
BoT, Jackson, and Ruruerrurp, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to autho- 
rize Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 
issued to him for services in the late American 
army,” was read the second time, and referred to 
Messrs. MircHe.., Brown, and Monrog, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 





Fripay, April 11. 
The Senate assembled: but the several com- 


mittees not having perfected their reports, they 
adjourned. 





Monpay, April 14. 


The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary for the Department of 
Treasury, with a general statement of exports from 
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the United States for one year, ending on the 30th 
day of September, 1793; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled * An act for the re- 
lief of Leffert Lefferts and others,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 





Tuespay, April 15. 


Mr. Mircue.u, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to autho- 
rize Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant 
issued to him for services in the late American 
army,” reported, that the bill pass without amend- 
ment; and, the report being adopted 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presiwent OF THE Unirep Srares: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a Letter from the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of his Britannic Majesty to the Secretary of State; 
a Letter from the Secretary of the Territory South of 
the river Ohio, enclosing an Ordinance and Proclama- 
tion of the Governor thereof; the translation of so much 
of a petition of the inhabitants of Post Vincennes, ad- 
dressed to the Presipenrt, as relates to Congress; and 
certain despatches lately received from our Commission- 
ers at Madrid. These despatches from Madrid being a 
part of the business which has been hitherto deemed 
confidential, they are forwarded under that view. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitrep States, April 15, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 





Wenpnespay, April 16. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to authorize 
Ephraim Kimberly to locate the land warrant is- 
sued to him for services in the late American 
army,” was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” reported amendments, which were read 
and adopted; and, the bill being amended accord- 
ingl 
Eoncd,, Phen thie,bill. pein so ethiod atglling: 





Tuurspay, April 17. 


The Senate was, tu-day, principally engaged in 
Executive business. 





Fripay, April 18. 


The petition of Ebenezer Parsons and others, 
was presented and read, praying that certain ves- 
sels mentioned in the petition, on account of the 
perishable nature of their cargoes,may be exempt- 
ed from the embargo. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

Two memorials, from Spencer Man and Frantz 
Jacob Foltz, were presented and severally read, 
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praying allowance of the drawback on a quantity 
of exported coffee and brandy, the petitioners be- 
ing unavoidably prevented from compliance with 
the legal fermalines requisite to entitle them 
thereto. 

Ordered, That these petitions severally lie on 
the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
“a resolution to continue the present embargo on 
ships or vessels in the ports of, the United States, 
bound to any foreign port or place,” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. The reso- 
lution was read. 

Mr. Brap.ey reported from the committee to 
whom was referred the consideration of the laws 
passed in the Territory of the United States North- 
west of the river Ohio, from July to December, 
inclusive, that they be referred to the next session 
of Congress; and the report was adopted. 

The Senate took into consideration “the reso- 
lution to continue the present embargo on ships or 
vessels in the ports of the United States, bound 
to any foreign port or place.” 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out all the provisos, as follow: 


“ Provided, That nothing in this resolution be con- 
strued as intended to contravene any rights or privi- 
leges arising out of treaty or treaties between any fo- 
reign nation and the United States: And provided, also, 
That the President of the United States be authorized to 
permit the sailing of any vessel for the sole purpose of 
lodging, in the Courts of Vice Admiralty in any of the 
West India Islands, appeals from sentences, or decrees, 
of the said Courts, whereby vessels or cargoes claimed 
by American citizen or citizens, have been condemned : 
Provided, That bond, with sufficient security, be pre- 
viously given that such vessel shall not, directly or indi- 
rectly, carry on any commerce whatsoever during the 
voyage :” 


On the question, to concur in the resolution as 
amended, it passed in the affirmative—yeas 17 
nays 10, as illewe: 

Yxas.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, Fre- 
linghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard, 
King, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Potts, Rutherfurd, and 
Taylor. 

Narys.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Livermore, Morris, Robinson, Strong, and Vi- 
ning. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” was in part read the third time. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
bill, at this time, be postponed. 





Saturpay, April 19. 


On motion, that the petition of Ebenezer Par- 
sons, and others, praying for an exemption from 
the embargo, be referred to a special committee, 
it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That Ebenezer Parsons and others, 
have leave to withdraw their petition. 
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Monpay, April 21. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” was read the third time, and further 
amendments being agreed to, 

Resolved, That this bill pass as amended. 

On motion to reconsider the resolution that this 
bill pass, for the purpose of further amendment, it 

ssed in the negative. 

The petition of Messrs. Stewart and Plunket 
was presented and read, praying reimbursement 
of the duties on a quantity of coffee, said to be de- 
stroyed by fire. Referred to Messrs. Ports, Ca- 
Bot, and Epwarps, to consider and report thereon. 

The petition of Henry Merchant, District Judge 
for Rhode Island, praying an augmentation of his 
salary, was presented and read. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

A motion was made as follows: 


“That the Journals of the Senate, and reports from 
the Heads of Departments, printed by order of the Se- 
nate, shall be in octavo: 

“That, if the House of Representatives concur, three 
hundred copies of the Journals of both Houses since the 
commencement of the present Government, be printed 
for the use of Congress.” 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 





Tvespay, April 22. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from Monsr. Olive, with the plan of a forty 
gun ship; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. 'T'ayvor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act allowing Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his pen- 
sion for life,” reported an amendment. 

Ordered, That this report lie, until to-morrow, 
for consideration. 

The petition of Stephen Parsons, in behalf of 
William Parsons, was presented and read, praying 
compensation for military services to the said 
William, who has been hitherto prevented from 
applying 7 his absence from the country. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday, relative to the mode of 
printing the journals, bills, and reports, from the 

eads of Departments; and, having amended the 
same, 

Resolved, That, after the present session, the 
bills, the journals, and all reports, from the Heads 
of Departments, and all official communications 
which may be directed to be printed by order of 
the Senate, shall be in octavo. 





Wepnespay, April 23. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the bill, entitled “An 
act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equi- 
valent for his pension for life ;” and, having adopt- 
ed the same, and amended the bill accordingly, 

The rule was dispensed with, and the bill read 
the third time, and passed. 
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The petition of James Shaw was presented and 
read, praying compensation for military services 
and supplies. 

On motion, that the petition be referred to a 
special committee, it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives disagree to some and agree to other 
amendments of the Senate to the bill entitled 
“An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States;” and that the 
House of Representatives have passed the bill en- 
titled “An act directing a detachment from the 
Militia of the United States ;” and the bill enti- 
tled “ An act providing for raising and organizing 
a Corps of Artillerists and Engineers ;” in which 
several bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
State, enclosing the translation of a Letter from 
the members of the Committee of Public Safety 
in France, the original of which was addressed to 
Congress. 

On motion that it be referred to a committee to 
take the same into consideration, and to report the 
draft of an answer, it was agreed that the con- 
sideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives disagreein 
to sundry amendments of the Senate to the bi 
entitled “ An act to establish the Post Office and 
Post Roads within the United States.” 

Resolved, That they insist on their tenth amend- 
ment to the first section, and to their amendment 
for adding a new section, to follow the twenty- 
seventh section, and that a conference with the 
House of Representatives be requested on the 
subject of disagreement; and that Messrs. Kine, 
Burr, and Jackson, be managers at the same on 
the part of the Senate. 

On the question that the Senate recede from 
their amendment for striking out the twenty-first 
section, as follows: 


“Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That every 
printer of newspapers may send one paper to each and 
every other printer of newspapers within the United 
States free of postage, under such regulations as the 
Postmaster General shall provide :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 9, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, 
Butler, Edwards, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, 
Jackson, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Robin- 
son, and Taylor. 

Nars—Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Hawkins, Izard, 
King, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, and Strong. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence entitled “ An act directing a de- 
tachment from the Militia of the United States” 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence entitled “An act providing for 
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raising and organizing a Corps of Artillerists and 
Engineers” was read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 





Tuurspay, April 24. 


James Ross, from Pennsylvania, attended, and 
took his seat in the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act providing for 
raising and organizing a Corps of Artillerists and 
Engineers” was read the second time, and refer- 
red to Messrs. Gunn, Taytor, Braptey, Kina, 
and Lanepon, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act directing a de- 
tachment from the Militia of the United States” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee last named, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to the 
proposed conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill entitled “An act to establish the Post 
Office and Post Roads within the United States,” 
and have appointed managers at the said confe- 
rence on their part. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Letter yesterday laid before the Senate from the 
Committee of Public Safety of the French Re- 
public. A motion was made that it be 


“ Ordered, That the Letter of the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety of the French Republic, addressed to Con- 
gress, be transmitted to the President, and that he be 
requested to cause the same to be answered, on behalf 
of the United States, in such manner as shall manifest 
their sincere friendship and good will for the French 
Republic.” 

On which it was moved that this motion be re- 
ferred to a committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and it passed in the negative—yeas 13, 
nays 15, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, 
Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

A motion was made by Mr. Martin to post- 
one the consideration of the motion before the 
enate, for the purpose of considering the follow- 

ing motion: 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in Congress assembled, That the Letter of the 
Committee of Public Safety of the French Republic, 
addressed to Congress, be transmitted to the President, 
and that he be requested to cause the same to be an- 
swered, in behalf of the United States, in such manner 
as shall manifest their friendship and good will for the 
French nation, with their sincere wishes for the prospe- 
rity of that Republic :” 

And it passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the original 
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motion by inserting the words “Senate of the” 
before the word “ United.” 

On motion to amend the motion by adding, after 
the word “States,” the words “ congratulating 
them upon the late brilliant successes of the arms 
of the Republic, and the establishment of liberty 
and order and the progress of industry,” it passed 
in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the motion amended 
as follows: 

“ Ordered, That the Letter of the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety of the French Republic, addressed to Con- 
gress, be transmitted to the President, and that he be 
requested to cause the same to be answered, on behalf 
of the Senate of the United States, in such manner as 
shall manifest their sincere friendship and good will for 
the French Republic :” 

It passed in the affirmative—yeas 28, as follows: 

Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard, King, Lang- 
don, Livermore, Martin, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Robin- 
son, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Taylor, and Vining. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay a copy of this 
vote of the Senate before the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep Srates. 

Mr. E_iswortn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill entitled “ An act to encou- 
rage the Recruiting Service,” reported amend- 
ments. 

Ordered, That the amendments be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 





Fripay, April 25. 


The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Report from the Secretary of the Department of 
War respecting invalid pensioners; which was 
read, and referred to Messrs. TayLor, ELLSworvtu, 
Brown, Jackson, and Livermore, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

The amendments reported by the committee to 
the bill entitled “An act to encourage the Re- 
cruiting Service” were considered, adopted, and 
the bill amended accordingly ; and, the rule being 
dispensed with, the bill was read the third time 
al passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill entitled “ An 
act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equi- 
valent for his pension for life ;” they have passed 
a bill entitled “ An act to suspend the importation 
of certain Goods, Wares, and Merchandise,” in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 





Monpay, April 28. 

Mr. Kine en’ from the managers at the 
conference on the part of the Senate on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses respecting the 
bill entitled “An act to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States; and 
the report was adopted. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That, in lieu of the tenth amendment 
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proposed by the Senate, the following be substi- 
tuted: make the two paragraphs one, thus: after 
“Canajoharie,” strike out “to,” and insert “and;” 
and, after “ Whitestown,” strike out all that fol- 
lows, to “ Montgomery,” inclusive, and insert “to 
Canandorque, and from some convenient point in 
that line,’ so that the paragraph be read thus: 
“From Albany, by Schenectady, Canajoharie, 
and Whitestown, to Canandorque, and from some 
convenient point in that line through Cherry Val- 
ley to the Court-house, in Cooperstown, in the 
county of Otsego.” 

In the new section proposed by the Senate to 
follow the 27th section, after the words “two 
cents,” insert, “ Provided, That no letter shall be 
delivered to such letter-carrier for distribution ad- 
dressed to any person who shall have lodged at 
the post office a written request that his letters 
shall be detained in the office.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives in these 
amendments. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence entitled “ An act to suspend 
the importation of certain Goods, Wares, and 
Merchandise” was read the second time. 

A motion was made to refer this bill to a com- 
mittee of five; and, after debate, was withdrawn ; 
and, a second motion for a commitment being 
made, it passed in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the first section of 
the bill, as follows: 

“ Whereas the injuries which have been suffered, and 
may be suffered, by the United States from violations 
committed by Great Britain on their neutral rights and 
commercial interests, as well as from her failure to exe- 
cute the seventh article of the Treaty of Peace, render 
it expedient, for the interests of the United States, that 
the commercial intercourse between the two countries 
should not, during the continuance of these embarrass- 
ments, be carried on in the extent at present allowed : 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, from and after the Ist day of Novem- 
ber next, it shall be unlawful to import into the United 
States any goods, wares, or merchandise, whatever, of 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain 
or Ireland; and, if any such shall be imported, the same 
shall be forfeited, and may be seized by any of the offi- 
cers of the customs; and, where the value thereof, ac- 
cording to the highest market price, shall amount to 
four hundred dollars, the vessel importing the same, 
with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, shall be subject 
to like seizure and forfeiture: Provided, That this pro- 
hibition and forfeiture shall not extend to any such arti- 
cles as are now exempted from duty :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 11, nays 14, as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Butler, Edwards, 
Gunn, Hawkins, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, 
and Taylor. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, Ross, 
Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

And the question being severally put on the 
subsequent sections of the bill, it passed in the 
negative. 





On motion that this bill pass to the third read- 
ing, it passed in the negative—yeas 13, nays 13, as 
follows: 

Yxas.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ed- 
wards, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, 
Monroe, Robinson, and Taylor. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, Ru- 
therfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

The Vice Presipent determined the question 
in the negative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the 
House of Representatives. that the Senate do not 
concur in this bill. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the first and agree to the second amendment of 
the Senate to the bill entitled “ An act to encou- 
rage the Recruiting Service.” 

Mr. Gunn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act providing for 
raising and organizing a Corps of Artillerists and 
Engineers,” reported the bill without amendment ; 
and, the report being adopted, it was ordered that 
this bill pass to the third reading. 

The Senate took into consideration the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives disagreeing 
to the amendment of the Senate to the first sec- 
tion of the bill, entitled “An act to encourage the 
Recruiting Service ;” and, 

Resolved, That the Senate adhere to their 
amendment to the first section of the said bill. 





Tvuespay, April 29. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act providing 
for raising and organizing a corps of Artillerists 
and Engineers,” was read the third time. 

On motion that this bill be recommitted, it pass- 
ed in the negative. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Report of the Attorney General on 
the memorial of the French inhabitants of Gallio- 
polis, reported a bill for their relief; which was 
read the first time, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House ask aconfer- 
ence on the amendment adhered to by the Senate 
to the bill entitled “ An act to encourage the Re- 
eruiting Service,” and have appointed managers at 
the same on their part. 

The Senate took into consideration the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives asking a con- 
ference on the amendment adhered to by the Se- 
nate on the last-mentioned bill; and resolved that 
they do agree to the proposed conference, and that 
Messrs. Strone, ELuswortn, and Gunn, be ma- 
nagers thereof on the part of the Senate. 





Wepnespay, April 30. 


The bill for the relief of the French inhabitants 
of Galliopolis was read the second time, and refer- 
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red to Messrs. Brown, Burr, Taytor, Kina, and 
Ports, to consider and report thereon to the Se- 
nate. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 
State, respecting a statement of the spoliations 
committed on the commerce of the United States ; 
which was read, and laid on the table. 

The petition of James Mathers, Doorkeeper to 
the Senate, praying for an augmentation of his 
salary, was considered, and referred to Messrs. 
Tay.tor, Morris, and Casor. 

Ordered, That the petition of George Taylor 
and others, Principal Clerks in the several De- 
partments of State, of War, and of Treasury, pray- 
ing for an augmentation of their salaries, respect- 
ively, be referred to the same committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 





Tnurspay, May 1. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to ‘ An act 
to provide for the defence of certain ports and har- 
bors in the United States,” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

This bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Porrs, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Messrs. Stewart and Plun- 
kett, reported a bill for the remission of the duties 
on eleven hogsheads of coffee, which have been 
destroyed by fire; and the bill was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 





Fripay, May 2. 


The billfor the remission of the duties on eleven 
hogsheads of coffee, which have been destroyed by 
fire, was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 


ing. 

Fhe bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary 
to ‘An act to provide for the defence of certain 
ports and harbors in the United States,” was read 
the second time, and the further consideration of 
the bill was postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. Gunn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An “act directing a de- 
tachment from the Militia of the United States,” 
reported an amendment, as follows: 

“Sxc. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force for the space of one year from 
the passing thereof, and from thence to the end of the 
next session of Congress, and no longer :” 


Which report being adopted, and the bill fur- 
ther amended, it was ordered to the third reading. 

Mr. Tay or, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of James Mathers, Doorkeep- 
er to the Senate, for further compensation, report- 
ed a resolution on the subject ; and on the petition 
of George Taylor and others, clerks in the several 
Departments, reported, from the same committee, 
that their petition lie on the table, the subject 
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thereof being under the consideration of the House 
of Representatives ; and the reports were severally 
agreed to. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said James Mathers, for ex- 
traordinary services as Doorkeeper to the Senate, 
be allowed the sum of one hundred and twenty 
dollars, to be paid by the Secretary of the Senate, 
out of the money appropriated by law to defray 
the contingent expenses of the two Houses of 
Congress. 

The petition of George Southerland, a soldier 
of the militia of the State of Kentucky, wounded 
by the Indians in the year 1790, was presented and 
read, praying the aid of Government, under disa- 
bility thereby from labor. 

Ordered, 'That this petition be referred to the 
Secretary for the Department of War, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

On motion, 

“That a committee be appointed to consider the ex- 
pediency, and, if they think proper, to report a bill for 
authorizing the President of the United States to pro- 
vide timber of suitable qualities and dimensions, and in 
sufficient quantities, for the framing and building twenty 
ships of forty-four guns, and to cause the same to be 
cured in a manner that may render it the most dura- 
ble :” 


Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration 
until Monday next. 





Mownpay, May 5. 


The bill for the remission of the duties on eleven 
hogsheads of coffee, which have been destroyed 
by fire, was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act directing a de- 
tachment from the Militia of the United States,” 
was read the third time, and, being further 
amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The motion made on the 2d instant, that a quan- 
tity of timber be provided for the building twenty 
ships, of forty-four guns each, was considered. 

Ordered, That it lie for further consideration. 

Mr. Livermore, from the committee to whom 
was referred the remonstrance of the Legislature 
of New Hampshire respecting a decree of the 
Circuit Court of the United States, in a cause 
there pending between David Stoddard Green- 
ough, and others, libellants, and John Penhallow, 
and others, respondents, reported— 


“That the State of New Hampshire being a free, 
sovereign, and independent State, long before the Con- 
federation of the United States, made a law for the pur- 
pose of privateering against the common enemy, and to 
establish Courts for the legal trial and condemnation of 
prizes ; that, in pursuance of said law, the said brig Lu- 
sanna, mentioned in said remonstrance, was captured, 
tried, and condemned, according to law, and distributed 
by order of Court among the captors and owners of the 
privateer. ‘The committee further report, that the said 
brig and her cargo were insured in London against all 
risk and dangers of the sea, and all American priva- 
teers: and that, after the capture and condemnation 
aforesaid, the owners of said brig Lusanna and cargo 
were paid for the loss by the underwriters. And, fur. 
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ther, that the said State of New Hampshire never gave 
an appellate jurisdiction in this cause to any Foreign 
Court or Power whatsoever; and that all interference 
therein by any other than the Courts of New Hamp- 
shire, is, in the opinion of the committee, a violation of 
the freedom, sovereignty, and independence of said 
State. All which is humbly submitted.” 

Ordered, That this report lie on the table. 

Mr. Monroe notified the Senate that he should 
to-morrow move for leave to bring in a bill to sus- 

nd the execution of the fourth article of the 

reaty between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain until the United States shall be assured of a 
satisfactory compliance with the articles stipulated 
in the said Treaty to be performed on the part of 
Great Britain. 

On motion, it was agreed that the rule be dis- 

ensed with at this time, and that Mr. Kine have 
eave to introduce a bill prohibiting, for a limited 
time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
and encouraging the importation of the same ; and 
the bill was read the first time accordingly, and 
ordered to a second reading. 





Tuespay, May 6. 


The bill prohibiting, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of arms and ammunition, and encourag- 
ing the importation of the same, was read the se- 
cond time, and referred to Messrs. Hawkins, Kina, 
and LiverMorp, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed a “ Re- 
solution to authorize the Prestpenr to grant clear- 
ances in the cases of ships or vessels now loaded 
and bound to-any port beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope,” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution last mentioned. 

Resolved, That this resolution pass, with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Srrong reported, from the managers at the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill, entitled “ An act to encourage 
the Recruiting Service,” that the House of Repre- 
sentatives should recede from their disagreement 
to the amendments of the Senate, and that the 
following section be inserted in the bill: 


“ And be it further enacted, That each non-commis- 
sioned officer and soldier now in the service of the Unit- 
ed States, whose term of enlistment shall not expire be- 
fore the first day of January next, shall be allowed and 
paid the sum of four dollars.” 

And the report was agreed to. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have rejected 
the report of the managers at the conference on 
the bill entitled “ An act to encourage the recruit- 
ing service,” and adhere to their disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate to the first section 
of the said bill. The bill was accordingly lost. 

On motion, 


“ That a committee be appointed to report to the Se- 
nate what part of the trade of the United States may be 
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released from the effect of the present embargo, without 
interfering with the principle that induced the laying of 
the same :” 


Ordered, That this motion lie until to-morrow 
for consideration. 
The Senate resumed the second reading of the 


bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary to 


‘An act to provide for the defence of certain ports 


and harbors in the United States.” 


Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 
The motion made on the 2d instant, that a quan- 
tity of timber be provided for building twenty 


ships, of forty-four guns each, was further consi- 


dered. 

Ordered, That this motion be referred to Messrs. 
Hawkins, Morris, Lanepon, Butter,and Casor, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House disagree to 
the amendment of the Senate to the “ Resolution 
to authorize the Presipent or THE UnitTep 
Srares to grant clearances in the eases of ships 
or vessels now loaded and bound to any port be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope.” 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives disagreeing to the 
amendment of the Senate to the resolution last 
mentioned. 

Resolved, That they recede therefrom. 

Agreeably to the notice of Ape Mr. Mon- 
ROE requested leave to introduce a bill providing, 
under certain limitations, for the suspension of the 
fourth article of the Treaty of Peace between the 
United States and Great Britain; and, on motion 
for the previous question, to wit: Shall the main 
question be now put ? it passed in the affirmative— 
yeas 12, nays 7, as follows: 

Yxas.—Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, 
Henry, Izard, King, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Ross, Strong, 
and Taylor. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Foster, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Langdon, Livermore, and Martin. 


And on the main question, to wit: Shall leave 
be given to bring in the said bill ? it passed in the 
negative—yeas 2, nays 14, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Monroe and Taylor. 

Naxys.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Langdon, Liver- 
more, Morris, Potts, Ross, and Strong. 





Wepnespay, May 7. 


On motion by the Senators of that State, 

Ordered, That the papers accompanying the 
remonstrance of the Legislature of the State of 
New Hampshire, against the determination of the 
Circuit Court for the district of New Hampshire, 
held at Exeter on the 24th day of October, 1793, 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. Hawxtns, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill prohibiting, for a limited time, 
the exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same, reported 
amendments, which were read, adopted, and the 
bill amended accordingly. 






































































































ee ee ee 


95 


HISTORY OF CONCRESS. 96 





Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The motion made yesterday “that a committee 
be appointed to report to the Senate what part of 
the trade of the United States may be released 
from the effect of the present embargo, without 
interfering with the principle that induced the lay- 
ing of the same,” was resumed. 

Ordered, That this motion be referred to Messrs. 
Bouter, ELLsworts, and Braprorp, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

The petition of Oliver and Thompson, and 
others, merchants of Baltimore, was presented and 
read, praying that further time may be allowed 
for the payment of certain impost duties, about to 
fall due, for reasons stated in the petition. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to the 
committee last named. 

The petition of Oliverand Thompson, merchants 
of Baltimore, was presented and read, praying that 
pees of the impost duties on a quantity of Irish 
inens and Madeira wine, said to be overrated by 
mistake, may be refunded. Referred to the Se- 
cretary for the Department of the Treasury, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
to ‘An act to provide for the defence of certain 
ports and harbors in the United States,” was read 
the third time; and, being amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with an amend- 
ment. 





Tuurspay, May 8. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act to erect a light-house on the head- 
land of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on 
Ocracock Island, in the State of North Carolina.” 
with amendments, in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

Mr. Burcer reported, from the committee ap- 
pointed yesterday, on the motion for freeing a part 
of the trade of the United States from the opera- 
tion of the present embargo : 


“That, in their opinion, it is not advisable to grant 
any partial enlargements or permissions for the depart- 
ure of vessels now embargoed :” 


Ordered, That this report lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
entitled “ An act to erect a light-house on the 
head-land of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon 
on Ocracock Island, in the State of North Caro- 
lina.” 

Resolved, That ihe Senate concur in the amend- 
ments to the said bill. 

The engrossed bill ee for a limited 
time, the exportation of arms and ammunition; 
and encouraging the importation of the same, was 
read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, that the title there- 
of be “ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
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exportation of arms and ammunition, and encou- 
raging the importation of the same.” 

On motion by Mr. Livermore, the rule was dis- 
pensed with, and permission given to introduce a 
bill in addition to “ The act for making further and 
more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States ;” which was read 
the first time and ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Livermore, Jackson, 
and Monroe, be a committee to bring in a bill to 
alter the time for the next meeting of Congress. 

Mr. Livermore, from the committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported a bill to alter the time 
for the next meeting of Congress ; which was read 
the first time, and, the rule being dispensed with, 
the bill was read the second time. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed for the 
third reading. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from Samuel Meredith, Treasurer of the 
United States, with his account for the two quar- 
ters closing the 31st of December, 1793, as also his 
War Department account, ending the 31st of 
March last. 

The Letter was read, and ordered, with the pa- 
pers, to lie on the table. 





Fripay, May 9. 


The bill in addition to the act making further 
and more effectual provision for the protection of 
the frontiers of the United States, was read the 
second time. 

On motion to add the following as an additional 
section to the bill, to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That there shall be al- 
lowed and paid, from and after the first day of June 
next, to each private soldier now in service, or hereaf- 
ter to be enlisted, the additional pay of one dollar per 
month, during the term of their respective enlistment :”’ 

It passed in the negatiye—yeas 7, nays 16, as 
follows: 

Yxras.—Messrs. Edwards, Henry, Jackson, Liver- 
more, Morris, Potts, and Ross. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Burr, Butler, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, 
King, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Strong, and Taylor. 

On motion to strike out the following words 
from the third section of the bill, to wit: 

“And under such special circumstances as in the 
opinion of the President of the United States may re- 
quire an augmentation of some parts of their rations, 
the President be authorized to direct such augmentation 
as he may judge necessary, not exceeding” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 9, nays 11, as 
follows: 

Yeras.—Messrs. Burr, Cabot, Edwards, Hawkins, 
Jackson, Martin, Monroe, Potts, and Ross. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Gunn, Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, Morris, and 
Strong. 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The engrossed bill to alter the time for the next 
meeting of Congress was read the third time. 

On motion to strike out the words “first Mon 











97 





May, 1794. ] 





day in November next,” and insert “second Mon- 
day in November next,” it passed in the negative. 

On motion that this bill pass as engrossed, it 
passed in the negative. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill for the relief of the French in- 
habitants of Galliopolis, reported the following 
Order : 

“That Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, Robert Oli- 
ver, and Griffin Green, do appear before the Senate on 
the day of December next, to show cause, if any 
they have, why so much of a grant and deed of con- 
veyance for seven hundred and fifty thousand acres of 
land, bordering on the Ohio river, executed by the Pre- 
sident of the United States, to the said Putnam, &c., 
in trust for the Ohio Company of Associates, pursuant 
to an act, entitled ‘An act authorizing the grant and 
conveyance of certain lands to the Ohio Company of 
Associates,’ shall not be declared void, as may be suffi- 
cient to satisfy the claims of the French settlers at Gal- 
liopolis. 

“ Ordered, That the delivery of a copy of the above 
order to Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, Robert Oli- 
ver, or Griffin Green, and the publication of the same 
one week in one of the gazettes printed in this city, 
shall be deemed sufficient notice thereof.” 


Ordered, That this report lie for consideration. 








Monpay, May 12. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act providing for the payment 
of certain expenses incurred by Fulwar Skipwith, 
on public account;” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read twice, and referred to Messrs. ELLSworrn, 
FRELINGHUYSEN, and Ross, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the rule be dispensed with, and 
that Mr. ELLsworru have permission to bring in 
a bill to authorize District Judges to adjourn Cir- 
cuit Courts; which was read twice, and referred to 
Messrs. ELtswortn, FRELINGHUYSEN, and Ross, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srartes: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

As the Letter which I forwarded to Congress on the 
15th day of April last, from the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of his Britannic Majesty to the Secretary of State, 
in answer to a memorial of our Minister in London, 
related to a very interesting subject, I thought it proper 
not to delay its communication. But, since that time, 
the memorial itself has been received, in a Letter from 
our Minister, and a reply has been made to that answer 
by the Secretary of State. Copies of them are, there- 
fore, now transmitted. 

I also send the copy of a Letter from the Governor 
of Rhode Island, enclosing an Act of the Legislature of 
that State, empowering the United States to hold lands 
within the same for the purpose of erecting fortifica- 
tions ; and certain papers concerning patents for the 
donation lands to the ancient settlers of Vincennes 
upon the Wabash. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, May 12, 1794. 
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The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The engrossed bill in addition to the “Act for 
making further and more effectual provision for the 
protection of the frontiers of the United States,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter signed Jacob Morgan, chairman, addressed 
to the Speaker of the Senate of Congress, enclos- 
ing “Resolutions of a meeting of a number of the 
manufacturers of the city of Philadelphia, respect- 
ing a further revenue by an excise upon certain 
domestic manufactures, as contemplated by the 
House of Representatives of Congress.” 

On motion that these resolutions be read, it 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 10, as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Edwards, Foster, Gunn, 
Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Monroe, 
Potts, Robinson, and Ross. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Frelinghuysen,. Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, and 
Rutherfurd. 

The resolution being read, a motion was made 
as follows: 

“A paper signed Jacob Morgan, chairman, having 
been read, and the same appearing to be disrespectful 
to the Senate, ordered that the same be dismissed.” 


On which the previous question was moved for, 
to wit: 

Shall the main question be now put? and it 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 9, as 
follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Butler, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Izard, King, 
Livermore, Morris, Potts, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burr, Edwards, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, and Ross. 


On motion to agree to the main question, it 
passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 9, as 
follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, 
King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, and Rutherfurd. 

Nars.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Edwards, Jackson, 
Langdon, Martin, Monroe, Robinson, and Ross. 

So it was ordered, that a paper signed Jacob 
Morgan, chairman, Raving been read, and the 
same appearing disrespectful to the Senate, that 
the same be dismissed. 

On motion that the memorial of Mr. Pinckney, 
the answer of Mr. Hammond, and the letter of 
the Secretary of State of the Ist of May, to Mr. 
Hammond, relative to the British instructions of 
the 8th June last, be printed for the use of the 
members of the Senate. 





Tuespay, May 13. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the bill for 
the relief of the French inhabitants of Galliopo- 
lis; and the report being amended, was agreed to, 
and it was accordingly 

Ordered, That Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cut- 
ler, Robert Oliver, and Griffin Green, do, upon the 
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third Monday of December next, show cause to 
the Senate why so much of the grants of land to 
them, the said Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, 
Robert Oliver, and Griffin Green, pursuant to an 
act, entitled “An act authorizing the grant and 
conveyance of certain lands to the Ohio Compa- 
ny of Associates,” shall not be declared void, as 
may interfere with, and be sufficient to satisfy the 
elaims of the French settlers of Galliopolis. 

Ordered, That the delivery of a copy of the 
above order to Rufus Putnam, Manassah Cutler, 
Robert Oliver, or Griffin Green, and the publica- 
tion of the same one month in one of the gazettes 
printed in this city, shall be deemed sufficient no- 
tice thereof. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Reuben 
Smith and Nathan Strong,” in which they desire 
the cuncurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read the first time, a ordered to a second reading. 

The petition of Dennis M‘Ready, and others, 
in behalf of the manufacturers of tobacco and 
snuff, against an additional tax on those articles, 
was presented and read. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

Mr. Ertsworrn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to authorize District Judges 
to adjourn Circuit Courts, reported the bill amend- 
ed; and the report being agreed to, and the bill 
amended sobordingly, the rule was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the third time, and passed. 





Wepnespay, May 14. 


Mr. Ettsworrn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act providing 
for the eee of certain expenses incurred by 
Fulwar Skipwith, on public account,” reported 
amendments, which were adopted; and the bill 
was amended accordingly. The rule being dis- 
pensed with, the bill was then read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Reuben Smith and Nathan Strong,” was read the 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “ An act for erecting a 
light-house on the Island of Seguin in the district 
of Maine,” reported amendments, which were 
adopted, and tne bill was amended accordingly, and 
the rule being dispensed with, the bill was read 
the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A motion was made that the next session of 
Congress be held at Boston. 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 





Tuurspay, May 15. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Reuben Smith and Nathan Strong,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 
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Mr. E_tswortn, from the committee to whom 
was referred certain resolutions moved for the 
15th of April last, by the Senators of Kentucky, 
relating to the navigation of the Mississippi, and 


the negotiation at the Court of Spain, reported— 


“That, in the negotiation now carrying on at Madrid 
between the United States and Spain, the right of the 
former to the free navigation of the Mississippi is well 
asserted and demonstrated, and their claim to its enjoy- 
ment is pursued with all the assiduity and firmness 
which the magnitude of the subject demands, and will 
doubtless continue to be so pursued until the object shall 
be obtained, or adverse circumstances shall render the 
further progress of the negotiation impracticable. That, 
in the present state of the business, it would be impro- 
per for Congress to interfere. But, in order to satisfy 
the citizens of the United States more immediately in- 
terested in the event of this negotiation, that the United 
States have uniformly asserted their right to the free 
use of the navigation of the river Mississippi, and have 
employed and will continue to pursue such measures as 
are best adapted to obtain the enjoyment of this im- 
portant territorial right, the committee recommend that 
it be resolved by the Senate, 

“ That the President of the United States be and he 
hereby is requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Executive of the State of Kentucky, such part of the 
existing negotiation between the United States and 
Spain, relative to this subject, as he may deem advisa- 
ble and consistent with the course of negotiations :”’ 


And the report was adopted. ; 
Ordered, That the Secretary lay a copy of this 
procoosling before the Presipent or THE UNITED 
TATES. 





Fripay, May 16. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
infobmnd the Senate, that the House have ap- 
pointed a committee to join such committee as 
the Senate shall appoint, to report what business 
is necessary to be done before the close of the ses- 
sion, and when it will be proper to end the present 
session; and request the appointment of a com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. And they have 
passed a bill, entitled “An act making provision 
tor the payment of the interest on the balances 
due to certain States upon a final settlement of 
the accounts between the United States and the 
individual States,” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence was read the first 
time and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution last sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee; and 

Resolved, That they do concur therein, and that 
Messrs. Kinc, ELtsworrn, and Hawkins, be the 
committee on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the 
House of Representatives therewith. 

The petition of Moses Brown and others, mer- 
chants of the State of Massachusetts, praying that 
further time may be allowed than the law pro- 
vides, to enable aa to recover the drawback on 
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certain foreign goods intended for exportation, for 
reasons stated in the petition. 

Ordered, That this petition, together with the 
petition of Oliver & Thompson, and others, mer- 
chants of the State of Maryland, on a similar sub- 
ject, be referred to Messrs. Casot, ELLswortu, 
and Hawkins, to consider and report thereun to 
the Senate. 





Monpay, May 19. 


The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from P. Legaux, praying their patronage 
of his vineyard, established at a place called 
Springmill, in the State of Pennsylvania; which 
was read and laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed a bill 
entitled “An act laying additional duties on 
cos wares, and merchandise imported into 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels ;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 

rovision for the payment of the interest on the 

lances due to certain States upon the final settle- 
ment of the accounts between the United States 
and the individual States,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Canot,. Jackson, 
Morais, Porrs,and ELLsworrn, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Jackson gave notice that he should to- 
morrow move for leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize the Prestmenr or THE Unitep States, 
during the recess of the present Congress, if he 
shal! think the same necessary, to cause to be pur- 
chased or built a number of vessels, to be equip- 
ped as galleys in the service of the United States. 





Tusspay, May 20. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a resolution for furnishing the Executives of the 
several States with a copy of the book marked 
A, deposited in the Treasury Department by the 
Commissioners who settled the accounts between 
the individual States and the United States, in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate, 
was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Krne reported, from the joint committee to 
whom was referred the consideration of what 
business is necessary to be done before the close 
of the session, and when it will be proper to end 
the present session; and the report was read. 

Ordered, That this report lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act laying 
additional duties on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise imported into the United States and on the 
tonnage of ships or vessels,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Gunn, ELisworrn, 
Kine, Livermore, and Morris, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 
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The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep Srates : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives : 


In the communications which I have made to Con- 
gress during the present session relative to foreign 
nations, I have omitted no opportunity of testifying 
my anxiety to preserve the United States in peace. 
It is peculiarly, therefore, my duty, at this time to lay 
before you the present state of certain hostile threats 
against the territories of Spain in our neighborhood. 

The documents which accompany this message de- 
velope the measures which I have taken to suppress 
them, and the intelligence which has been lately re- 
ceived. 

It will be seen from thence that the subject has not 
been neglected ; that every power vested in the Execu- 
tive on such occasions has been exerted; and that there 
was reason to believe that the enterprise projected 
against the Spanish dominions was relinquished. 

But it appears to have been revived upon principles 
which set public order at defiance, and place the peace 
of the United States in the discretion of unauthorized 
individuals. The means already deposited in the dif- 
ferent departments of Government are shown, by ex- 
perience, not to be adequate to these high exigencies, 
although such of them as are lodged in the hands of the 
Executive shall continue to be used with promptness, 
energy, and decision, proportioned to the case. But I 
am impelled, by the position of our public affairs, to re- 
commend that provision be made for a stronger and 
more vigorous opposition than can be given to such 
hostile movements under the laws as they now stand. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitrep States, May 20, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, > ordered to lie for consideration. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act making provi- 
sion for the payment of the interest on the ba- 
lances due to certain States upon a final settlement 
of the accounts between the United States and 
the individual States,” reported an additional sec- 
tion; and the report was read. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Jackson obtained per- 
mission to introduce a bill to authorize the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares, during the recess 
of the present Congress, if he shall think the same 
necessary, to cause to be purchased or built a 
number of vessels, to be equipped as galleys in the 
service of the United States; and the bill was ac- 
cordingly read the first time, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 





Wenpnespay, May 21. 


The Vice Presiwent laid before the Senate a 
Letter from Secretary for the Department of 
State, with an abstract of the vexations and spo- 
liations on the commerce of the United States. 
The Letter was read. 

Ordered, That the Letter and Abstract therein 
referred to lie for consideration. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 16th instant. the petition of Moses 
Brown and others, reported a bill for extending 
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the benefit of a drawback and terms of credit in 
certain cases and for other purposes; which was 
read the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, for furnishing the Executives of the 
several States with a copy of the book marked A, 
deposited in the Treasury Department by the Com- 
missioners who settled the accounts between the 
individual States and the United States; and. 
On motion to refer the resolution to a committee 
to consider and report thereon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 9, nays 11, as follows: 


Yxas.—Mesers. Brown, Foster, Hawkins, Martin, 
Monroe, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Vining. 

Naxs.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Freling- 
huysen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, Izard, Livermore, Mor- 
ris, and Rutherfurd. 


On motion, it was agreed to postpone the further 
consideration of this resolution. 

The bill to authorize the PresipeNnT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, during the recess of the present 
Congress, if he shall think the same necessary, to 
cause to be built or purchased a number of vessels, 
to be equipped as galleys in the service of the 
United States, was read the second time and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Jackson, RuTHERFURD, and Ca- 
BOT, to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Gunn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act laying addition- 
al duties on goods, wares, and merchandise im- 
ported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels,” reported amendments; which 
were read. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be 
postponed. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you, in confidence, sundry papers by 
which you will perceive the state of affairs between us 
and the Six Nations, and the probable cause to which it 
is owing ; and also certain information, whereby it would 
appear that some encroachment was about to be made 
on our territory by an officer and party of British troops. 
Proceeding upon a supposition of the authenticity of 
this information, although of a private nature, I have 
caused the representation to be made to the British 
Minister, a copy of which accompanies this Message. 

It cannot be necessary to comment upon the very 
serious nature of such an encroachment, nor to urge 
that this new state of things suggests the propriety of 
placing the United States in a posture of effectual pre- 
paration for an event which, notwithstanding the en- 
deavors making to avert it, may, by circumstances beyond 
our control, be forced upon us. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Uniten Srates, May 21, 1794. 

The Message and papers therein referred to, 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the following bills and resolve, in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate: the bill, enti- 
tled “ An act to compensate Arthur St. Clair ;” 
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the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the settle- 
ment of the account of Lewis Dubois, for his ser- 
vices in the late Army ‘of the United States ;” the 
bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time for the next 
annual meeting of Congress;” and a resolve that 
Congress adjourn on the third day of June next. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to com- 
pensate Arthur St. Clair,” was read the first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to atthor- 
ize the settlement of the account of Lewis Dubois, 
for his services in the late Army of the United 
States,” was read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to alter the 
time for the next annual meeting of Congress,” 
was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The resolve, sent from the House of Represent- 
atives for concurrence, that Congress adjourn on 
the third day of June next, was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 





Tuurspay, May 22. 


Ordered, That Messrs. ELLsworTH, LiverMoRE, 
and Monrog, be a committee to report a bill to 
authorizea settlement of the accounts of Loan offi- 
cers, for clerk hire and stationery. 

Ordered, That the same committee be instruct- 
ed to bring in a bill to provide for mitigating or 
remitting fines, penalties, and forfeitures, incurred 
under the revenue laws, in cases not now provided 
for. 

That the same committee be instructed to bring 
in a bill further to extend the time for receiving 
on loan the Domestic Debt of the United States; 
and 

That the same committee be also instructed to 
bring in a bill to continue in force the “ Act for 
the relief of persons imprisoned for debt.” 

Ordered, That the committee on the Message 
of the Presipent oF THe Unirep Srares, of the 
19th of February last, respecting the Judiciary, be 
enjoined to report. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to com- 
pensate Arthur St. Clair,’ was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Brown, Gunn, and 
VininG, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to authorize 
the settlement of the account of Lewis Dubois, for 
his services in the late Army of the United States,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee last appointed, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported e the committee to the bill, enti- 
tled “ An act laying additional duties on goods, 
wares, and eeneeie imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels ;” 
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which were adopted, and the bill was amended 


accordingly. 
Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 
The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Report of the Secretary for the Department of 
War, on twenty-three additional claims for com- 


pensation to invalid pensioners ; which were read, 
and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The bill for extending the benefit of a drawback 
and terms of credit in certain cases, and for other 
purposes, was read a second time; and, being 
amended, 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to alter the 
time for the next annual meeting of Congress,” 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolve, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, that Congress adjourn on the 3d 
day of June next; and 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolve, sent from the House of Representatives 


for concurrence, “ for furnishing the Executives of 


the several States with a copy of the book marked 
A, deposited in the Treasury Department by the 
Commissioners who settled the accounts between 
the individual States and the United States.” 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the resolve, 
by inserting “at their own expense,” after the 
words “several States.” 

On motion to concur in the resolution as amend- 
ed, it passed in the negative—yeas 5, nays 15, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Hawkins, Martin, Monroe, Ross, and 
Vining. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, «Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, Izard, 
Livermore, Morris, Potts, Robinson, and Rutherfurd. 





Fripay, May 23. 


Mr. ELtsworrs, from the committee appointed 
ronereny for the purpose, reported the shires fol- 
owing bills: A bill to continue in force the act 
for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt; a bill 
further extending the time for receiving on loan 
the Domestic Debt of the United States; and a 
bill authorizing a settlement of certain expenses 
of the Commissioners of Loans; which bills were 
severally read the first time, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 


The eepoceee bill for extending the benefit of 


a drawback and terms of credit, in certain cases, 
and for other purposes, was read the third time, 
and ordered to lie for further consideration. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill to authorize the Presipent or 
THE Unrrep Srares, during the recess of the pre- 
sent Congress, if he shall think the same necessary, 
to cause to be built or purchased a number of ves- 
sels, to be equipped as galleys in the service of the 
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an States, reported amendments, which were 
read. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to alter the 
time for the next annual meeting of Congress,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The amendments reported on the bill to author- 
ize the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, during 
the recess of the present Congress, to cause to be 
purchased or built a number of vessels, to be equip- 
ped as galleys, in the service of the United States, 
were resumed. 

On motion to adopt the first section, amended 
as follows: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, authorized, during the recess of the 
present Congress, if the same shall appear to him neces- 
sary for the protection of the United States, to cause a 
number of vessels to be built or purchased, and to be 
fitted out; manned, armed, and equipped, as galleys, in 
the service of the United States; the officers and men 
to be on the same pay, and to receive the same subsist- 
ence, as officers of the same rank and men are entitled 
to in the Navy of the United States:” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 10, nays 9, as 
follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Cabot, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, 
Jackson, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Potts, and Rutherfurd. 

Nars—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, Livermore, Martin, Robinson, and Ross. 


On motion, to adopt the following additional 
clause to the bill: 


“ And be it further enacted, That there be appropri- 
ated, for the purpose aforesaid, the sum of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of the proceeds 
of any revenues of the United States, which now are, or 
hereafter, during the present session, shall be, provided, 
not being otherwise appropriated. And that the Presi- 
dent of the United States be authorized to take on loan 
of the Bank of the United States, or of any other body 
politic or corporate, person or persons, the said sum of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, to be reimbursed, 
principal and interest, out of the said proceeds, appro- 
priated as aforesaid, according to such contract or con- 
tracts which shall be made concerning the same:” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 11, nays 8, as 
follows: 

Yxras.—Messrs. Cabot, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, 
Jackson, Izard, Monroe, Morris, Potts, Robinson, and 
Rutherfurd. 

Narys.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, Livermore, Martin, and Ross. 


And, after agreeing to further amendments, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresIpENT OF THE Untrep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you the copy of a Letter from the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty, in answer to 
a Letter from the Secretary of State, communicated to 
Congress yesterday ; and also the copy of a Letter from 
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the Secretary, which is referred to in the above men- 
tioned Letter of the Minister. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unitep States, May 23, 1794. 


The Message and papers were read. 

Ordered, That the Message and papers therein 
referred to, together with the communications re- 
ferred to in the Message of the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unitep Srares, of the 21st instant, be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

The Vice Prestpenrt laid before the Senate a 
Letter, signed Arthur St. Clair, respecting the loss 
of certain horses in the public service. 

Ordered, That this Letter be referred to the 
committee to whom was yesterday referred the 
bill, entitled “An act to compensate Arthur St. 
Clair.” 

On request, 

Ordered, That the Vick Presippent be excused 
from attendance in Senate, after Friday next. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying ad- 
ditional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels,” was read the third time. 

A motion was made to restore the fourth sec- 
tion, amended as follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That, upon all ships or 
vessels of the United States, there shall be levied and 
paid, after the last day of June next, a duty of six cents 
per ton, in addition to the duty now chargeable by law ; 
and upon all ships or vessels, belonging wholly or in 

to the subjects or citizens of any foreign Power, 
which, after the said last day of June next, shall be en- 
tered in the United States, from any foreign port or 
place, there shall be levied and paid a duty of 25 cents 
per ton, in addition to the duty now chargeable by law:” 

And, on motion, it was agreed, that the further 
consideration of this bill, at this time, be post- 
poned. 





Saturpay,. May 24. 


The bill further extending the time for receiv- 
ing on loan the Domestic Debt of the United 
States, was read the second time; and, by unani- 
mous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the bill read the third time, and passed. 

The bill authorizing a settlement of certain ex- 
penses of the Commissioners of Loans, was read 
the second time, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill to continue in force “The act for the 
relief of persons imprisoned for debt,” was read 
the second time; and, by unanimous consent, the 
rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act for 
determining the Northern boundary ofthe Territory 
ceded to the United States by the State of North 
Carolina ;” and a bill, entitled “An act making 
further provision for securing and collecting the 
duties on foreign and domestic distilled spirits, 
stills, wines, and teas ;” in which several bills, they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 
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The bills last mentioned were severally read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion, that the engrossed bill to authorize 
the Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares, during 
the recess of the present Congress, if he shal 
think the same necessary, to cause to be built or 
purchased, a number of vessels, to be equipped as 
galleys, in the service of the United States, be 
read the third time, 

A motion was made to postpone the third read- 
ing of the bill at this time, for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the following motion : 

“ That a committee of five be appointed to consider 
and report what other measures are necessary to be 
adopted, during the present session, for the defence of 
the United States, together with a bill or bills for carry- 
ing the same into effect :” 


Which passed in the negative. Whereupon, 
the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Ports, ELtsworrn, 
Izarv, Monrok, and Cazor, be a committee to 
consider and report what other measures are ne- 
cessary to be adopted, during the present session, 
for the defence of the United States, together with 
a bill or bills for carrying the same into effect. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of George Taylor and others, 
principal clerks in the several Departments, re- 
ported a bill, allowing an additional compensation 
to the principal clerks in the Department of State, 
and the Treasury and War Departments, for the 
year 1794; which bill was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

The third reading of the bill for extending the 
benefit of a drawback and terms of credit in cer- 
tain cases, and for other purposes, was resumed. 

Resolved, That this bill pass; and that the title 
thereof be “An act for extending the benefit of a 
drawback and terms of credit in certain cases, and 
for other purposes.” 





Monpay, May 26. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for deter- 
mining the Northern boundary of the Territory 
ceded to the United States by the State of North 
Carolina,” was read the second time, and referred 
to Messrs. RurHerFurRD, Hawkins, and Brown, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act lay- 
ing certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” 
in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act laying cer- 
tain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” was read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The engrossed bill authorizing a settlement of 
certain expenses of the Commissioners of Loans, 
was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act authorizing a settlement of 
certain expenses of the Commissioners of Loans.” 
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Yxeas.—Messrs. Jackson, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Fi 
Rutherfurd. 't 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, King, 
Livermore, Martin, and Morris. 


On motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill, to wit: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That interest upon the balances reported to 
be due to certain States, by the Commissioners for set- 
tling accounts between the United States and individual 
States, be allowed from the last day of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, and to be 
computed to the last day of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, at the rate of four per 
centum per annum; and that the amount of such inte- 
rest be placed to the credit of the State to which the ; 
same shall be found due upon the books of the Trea- 
sury of the United States, and shall bear an interest of 
three per centum per annum, from and after the said . 
last day of December, one thousand seven hundred and } 
ninety-four :” 


The bill allowing an additional compensation to 

1 the principal clerks in the Department of State, 

q and the Treasury and War Departments, for the 

: year 1794, was read the second time, and, by una- 

nimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Ports, from the committee appointed for 
the purpose, reported a bill to increase the mili- 
tary force of the United States, and to encourage 
the recruiting service; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendment reported by the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act making pro- 
vision for the payment of the interest on the ba- 
lances due to certain States upon a final settle- 
ment of the accounts between the United States 
and the individual States.” 

On motion that the amendment be adopted, it 
passed in the negative—yeas 9, nays 11, as follows: 

Yeras.—Messrs. Brown, Gunn, Jackson, Monroe, 

Morris, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 
Naxys.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Martin, and 
Vining. 

The following Message was received from the 
; PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
' Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
. « of the House of Representatives : 
> The Commissioners of his Catholic Majesty having 
1 communicated to the Secretary of State the form of a 

certificate, without which the vessels of the United 
_ States cannot be admitted into the ports of Spain, I 
_ think it proper to lay it before Congress. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
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It passed in the negative—yeas 9, nays 11, as 
follows : 

Yeras.—Messrs. Brown, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, 

Martin, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, \ 
and Vining. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
further provision for securing and collecting the 
duties on foreign and domestic distilled spirits, hu 





A | Unitrep Starrs, May 26, 1794. stills, wines, and teas,” was read the second time, 

and referred to Messrs. Gunn, ELLsworts, Potts, 

i a Casor, and Kine, to consider and report thereon 
Turspay, May 27. to the Senate. 


Mr. E_itswortn, from the committee to whom 

was referred the Message of the Presipent oF 

THE Unitep States, of the 19th of February last, 

: with a representation from the Justices of the Su- 
oor al preme Court, reported that the further considera- 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed i 
a bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line on Continental Establishment to ob- 


. ° e * . . ! 
tion thereof be postponed to the next session of | tain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of the 

; Congress ; and the report was adopted. river Ohio, between the Little Miami and Sciota ;” 

j The Message yesterday received from the Pre-|in which they desire the concurrence of the 


: SIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares, transmitting the 
| form of a certificate, without which the vessels of 
be the United States cannot be admitted into the 
c ports of Spain, together with the form of the cer- 
. @ tificate therein referred to, were read, and ordered 
” to lie for consideration. 


Senate. ( 
The bill was read, and ordered to a second 

reading. 
The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a | 

memorial signed Thomas Leiper and Gavin Ha- 

milton, “ manufacturers of snuff in the city of Phi- | 


Ee 


‘ The Senate resumed the second reading of the | ladelphia, on behalf of themselves and their bre- 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for | threnthroughout the Union,” remonstrating against 
* concurrence, entitled “An act making provision | the imposition of an excise upon the said article; 
. | for the payment of the interest on the balances due | which was read. __ ae 
d to certain States upon a final settlement of theac-| Ordered, That this memorial lie on the table. 
counts between the United States and the indi-| The bill to increase the military foree of the 
f vidual States.” United States, and to encourage the recruiting 
. On motion to recommit the bill, with instruc- | service, was read the second time, and considered. ) 
tions to the committee to report an amendment} Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
le for carrying into effect an assumption of the Do- | be postponed until to-morrow. 
of mestic Debts of the creditor States,to the amount! Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 


” of the balances reported to be due to them, it 
passed in the negative—yeas 5. nays 13, as follows: 


referred the bill, entitled “An act to compensate 
Arthur St. Clair,” reported amendments, which 
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were read, and in part agreed to; and the bill was 
amended scqanlingty. 
Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 





Wenpnespay, May 238. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to compen- 
sate Arthur St. Clair,” was read the third time. 

On motion, it wasagreed to reconsider the amend- 
ments made to this bill in the second reading. 

Resolved, That this bill pass without amendment. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to amend 
the act, entitled ‘An act to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line on Continental Estab- 
lishment to obtain titles to certain lands lying 
Northwest of the river Ohio, between the Little 
Miami and Sciota,” was read the second time, and 
referred to Messrs. Jackson, RurHEeRFuRD, and 
Brown. to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to increase the military foree of the United 
States, and to encourage the recruiting service. 

On motion to expunge the first section of the 
bill, as follows : 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, during the next 
recess of Congress, to raise and equip such additional 
military force as circumstances shall, in his judgment, 
render necessary, not exceeding ten thousand non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, to serve for 
three years, unless sooner discharged, together with a 
proper proportion of commissioned officers, of all the 
grades, respectively, according to the present Military 
Establishment of the United States :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 8, nays 12, as 
follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Brown, Foster, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Livermore, Martin, Robinson, and Ross. 

Nayrs.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Fre- 
linghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, 
Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
om a for the payment of the interest on the 

alances due to certain States upon a final settle- 
ment of the accounts between the United States 
and the individual States,” was read the third time. 

On motion to postpone the further considera- 
tion thereof to the next session of Congress, it 
passed in the negative—yeas 8, nays 12, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Brown, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, 
Martin, Potts, Robinson, and Ross. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Morris, 
Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

On motion to strike out the first section of the 
bill, it passed in the negative. 

On motion to adopt the following as an addi- 
tional section to the bill, to wit: 
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“ And be it further enacted, That, when the Legisla- 
ture of any creditor State shall have passed an act de- 
claring that the creditors of such State, or so many of 
them as may apply, shall be allowed a proportion of the 
debt due to such State, in lieu of their respective de- 
mands, then the Commissioner of Loans of such State 
shall be authorized to receive such of the notes or certi- 
ficates of the said State as may be designated by an act 
of the Legislature thereof, and on the terms therein pre- 
scribed, and to give certificates therefor in the manner 
directed in such act; and the said certificates shall be 
transferrable, and the interest which shall become due 
shall be payable quarter yearly, in the same manner as 
on the other certificates of the United States: Provided, 
That the Commissioners of Loans shall not issue certi- 
ficates to a greater amount than the sums due to the 
States in which they respectively act, nor for a greater 
amount of interest than shall be the proportion of such 
State, and that no interest shall be paid before the last 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five :” 


It passed in the negative. 

The bill seut from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying cer- 
tain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” was read 
the second time, and referred to Messrs. ELs- 
wortn, Capor, and [zarp, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 





Tuurspay, May 29. 


Mr. Gunn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act making further 
provision for securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas,” reported amendments, which were adopt- 
ed, and the bill was amended accordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate the 
Report of the Secretary forthe Department of War, 
on four additional claims for compensation to in- 
valid pensioners, which was read. 

Ordered, That the report lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act laying duties upon car- 
riages for the conveyance of persons ;” a bill, en- 
titled “ An act for the more effectual protection 
of the Southwestern frontier settlers;” and a bill. 
entitled “ An act providing for the payment of the 
second instalment, due on a Loan madeof the Bank 
of the United States;” in which several bills they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three last bills brought from the House of 
Representatives for concurrence were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The engrossed bill to increase the military force 
of the United States. and to encourage the re- 
cruiting service, was read the third time. 

On motion to add the following, as an addition- 
al section to the bill: 

“ And be it further enacted, That, in case a war shall 
break out between the United States and any European 
Power, at any time within two years, all non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, then in service 
under this act, or any act for raising troops heretofore 
passed, who shall be willing to re-enlist to serve in the 
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troops of the United States to the end of such war, shall | as that the number of the militia to be called out 
be permitted so to re-enlist, and such re-enlistment shall shall not exceed five thousand. 
thereafter entitle them to receive an addition to their Ordered. That this bill be referred to Messrs. 


pay, of one dollar and fifty cents per month :” Kina, Jackson, Ruruerrurp, Ports, and Exs- 
It passed in the negative. worTH, to consider and report thereon to the 
On motion to restore the third section of the | Senate. 

bill, stricken out in the second reading, to wit: On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous con- 


sent, to dispense with the rule, and that the bill 
sent from the House of Representatives for concur- 


non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, who serene pete An — * — ~ nda 
shall then or afterwards be in service, on the present ema Reoyioke at FATES 4 ~ regu it aig 
Military Establishment, or under this act, the additional a e, embargoes,” be now read the second time ; 

of one dollar per month :” and, , . 
gs | el a OT eae, ae _On motion, to agree to the first section of the 
ate. : S y SEP ae bill, as follows: 


r “ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Henry, | 44; of the United States of America in fies ag 


Izard, Potts, and Vining. r Frelingh G sembled, That the President of the United States 
Naxs.—Messrs. Brown, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, |}. and he hereby is, authorized and empowered, when- 


Hawkins, Jackson, King, Livermore, Martin, Morris, ever, in his opinion, the public safety shall so require, 
Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. to lay an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports 
On motion, that this bill pass, it passed in the | of the United States, or upon the ships and vessels of 
affirmative—yeas 12, nays 8, as follows: the United States, or the ships and vessels of any foreign 
Yeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Freling- | nation, under such regulations as the circumstances of 
huysen, Gunn, Henry, Izard, King, Morris, Potts, Ru- the case may require, and to continue or revoke the 
therfurd, and Vining. same whenever he shall think proper. And the Pre- 
Nays.—Messrs. Brown, Foster, Hawkins, Jackson, | sident is herby fully authorized to give all such orders 
Livermore, Martin, Robinson, and Ross. to the officers of the United States, as may be necessary 


. mi ‘ to carry the same into full effect: Provided, The au- 
z “ oe er i eee thority aforesaid shall not be exercised while the Con- 


é ress of the United States shall be in session. And an 
tary force of the United States, and to encourage . y 


« And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 
first day of July next, there shall be allowed to each 


> € ae embargo which may be laid by the President as afore- 
the recruiting service. said shall cease and determine in fifteen days from the 
actual meeting of Congress next after laying the same :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 5, as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Foster, Freling- 
huysen, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard, King, Mar- 
tin, Potts, Robinson, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Cabot, Ellsworth, Livermore, Mor- 
ris, and Ross. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying du- 
ties upon carriages for the conveyance of persons,” 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to the com- 
mittee to whom is referred the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying certain duties upon snuff and refined 
sugar,” to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 


Fripvay, May 30. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making further 
rovision for securing and collecting the duties on 
oreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas,” was read the third time, and further 
amended, by striking out the words from the 
end of the 12th section, “in case of sickness, ab- 
sence, or for other sufficient causes,” and inserting 
in lieu thereof, these words: “in cases of occa- 
sional and necessary absence, or of sickness, and 
not otherwise.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A message from the House informed the Senate, 
that they have passed a bill, entitled “ An act to 
authorize the Presipent 6r rue Unirep States 
to lay, regulate, and revoke embargoes,” in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

he bill last brought from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence was read. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act providing 
for the payment of the second instalment due on 
a Loan made ot the Bank of the United States,” 
was read the second time; and the rule being dis- 
pensed with, the bill was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the | port was postponed until Monday next. 
more effectual protection of the Southwestern} A message from the House of Representatives 
frontier settlers,” was read the second time. informed the Senate, that the House have passed 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, so | the following bills: a bill, entitled “ An act laying 





SaturpDay, May 31. 

The Vice Presipent being absent, the Senate 
proceeded to the election of a President pro tem- 
pore, as the Constitution provides, and Ra.px 
Izarp was duly elected. 

Mr. Kine, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers,” reported, that the bill do not pass; and, 
after debate, the further consideration of the re- 
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duties on property sold at auction ;” a bill, entitled 
“ An act providing for the payment of a certain 
sum of money due to the French Republic ;” a bill, 
entitled “ An an act laying duties on licenses for 
selling wines, and foreign distilled spirituous li- 
quors, by retail ;” and a bill, entitled “ An act for 
the relief of John Robbe ;” in which several bills 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

he four bills last brought from the House of 
Representatives for concurrence, were severally 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to author- 
ize the Presipent or THe Unrrep Srares to lay, 
regulate, and revoke, embargoes,” was read the 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Brown, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the 
settlement of the account of Lewis Dubois, for his 
services in the late Army of the United States,” 
reported that the bill pass without amendment, 
and the report was adopted. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous con- 
sent, that the rule be dispensed with, and that this 
bill be now read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ELiswortn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act laying cer- 
tain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” reported 
amendments. 

Ordered, That the amendments be printed for 
the use of the Senate, and that the further consi- 
deration of the bill be postponed until Monday 
next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to some, 
and disagree to other amendments of the Senate, 
to the bill, entitled “ An act making further pro- 
vision for securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas,” ask a conference on the disagreeing 
votes thereon, and have appointed managers at 
the same on their part. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives disagreeing to 
sundry amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
making further provision for securing and collect- 
ing the duties on foreign and domestic distilled 
spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” and asking a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes thereon. 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their amend- 
ments to the said bill, agree to the proposed con- 
ference, and that Messrs. ELLswortn, Kina, and 
Casot, be managers at the same on the part of 
the Senate. 


Monpay, June 2. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to extend the term of 
credit for teas imported in the ship Argonaut, and 
to permiththe export of goods saved out of the 
wreck of ‘the Snow Freelove,” in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

With this message came also a vote of the 
House of Representatives, dated June the 2d, 1794, 
as follows: 
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“The Speaker laid before the House a Letter from 
Francis Joachin Van Aken, styling himself Assistant 
Judge, addressed to the Congress of the United States, 
and dated Orebro, in Sweden, the Ist of January, 1794, 
stating the particulars of his discovery of an Art, de- 
scribed in the Swedish language, for extinguishing 
fires and preventing conflagrations, whether in war or 
peace, on board vessels, or in houses on fire; which 
was read, and ordered to be sent to the Senate for their 
information.” 


The bill last mentioned to have been brought 
from the House of Representatives for concur- 
rence, was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The vote of the House of Representatives last 
recited was read. 

Ordered, That the vote and letter therein re- 
ferred to lie on the table. 

A motion was made that it be 


“Resolved, The House of Representatives concurring 
herewith, that the resolution of the two Houses, passed 
the 22d day of May, authorizing the President of the 
Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives to 
adjourn their respective Houses on Tuesday, the 3d day 
of June, be, and the same is hereby, repealed ; and that 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized to adjourn their respective Houses on —— day 
of June instant.” 


Ordered, That the consideration of this motion 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar.” 

On motion to expunge the two first sections of 
the bill, as follows: 

“See. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the thirtieth 
day of September next, there be levied, collected, and 
paid upon snuff, which after that day shall be manu- 
factured for sale within the United States, at any manu- 
factory, for every pound of snuff, eight cents. 

“Sec. 2. And RP it further enacted, That, from and 
after the said thirtieth day of September next, there be 
levied, collected, and paid, upon all sugar which shall 
be refined within the United States, a duty of two cents 
per pound :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 7, nays 13, as 
follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Jackson, Livermore, 
Morris, Robinson, and Ross. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, King, Martin, 
Potts, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 


The amendments reported by the committee 
were severally adopted, and the bill was further 
amended. 

A motion was made, 


“ That the consideration of this bill be postponed, and 
a committee appointed to bring in a bill laying certain 
duties upon the utensils, engines, and machines, used 
in the manufactories of snuff, and the refinement of 
sugar, as a substitute for this bill :” 


And it passed in the negative. 
Ordered. That this bill pass to the third reading. 
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Mr. Exctsworrs, from the managers at the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “ An act making further provision for 
securing and collecting the duties on foreign and 
domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” 
reported— 


“That the Senate recede from their amendment to 
the 12th section ; 

“That the House of Representatives agree to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the 5th section ; 

“That the House of Representatives agree to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the 13th section, 
with an amendment, by striking out ‘supervisors,’ and 
that the Senate agree to such amendment of their 
amendment ; 

“That the Senate recede from their amendment to 
strike out the 16th section, and that both Houses agree 
to amend the said section, by striking out ‘ weekly,’ and 
inserting ‘for any term of time less than one year, and 
not less than one month ;’ 

“That the House of Representatives agree to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to the 17th section, 
with an amendment, by inserting after ‘ left at his dwell- 
ing,’ by the collector, and that the Senate agree to such 
an amendment of their amendment ; 

“That the House of Representatives agree to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate to insert, after the 
17th section of the bill, two additional sections ; 

“ And that both Houses agree to alter the 9th section, 
by inserting after ‘ States,’ ‘and of the Territory of the 
United States Northwest of the river Ohio, and of 
the Territory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio.” 

And the report was adopted. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives therewith. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THe Unitep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and , 
of the House of Representatives : 


I send you certain communications, recently received 
from Georgia, which materially change the prospect of 
affairs in that quarter, and seem to render a war with 
the Creek nations more probable than it has been at any 
antecedent period. While the attention of Congress 
will be directed to the consideration of measures suited 
to the exigency, it cannot escape their observation that 
this intelligence brings a fresh proof of the insufficiency 
of the existing provisions of the laws, towards the effec- 
tual cultivation and preservation of peace with our In- 
dian neighbors. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, June 2, 1794. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordeked to lie for consideration. 
Mr. E._iswortn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act laying du- 
ties upon carriages for the conveyance of persons,” 
reported that the bill pass without amepdenent. 
Ordered, That the report lie for consideration. 





Tvespay, June 3. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act in addition to the act for the pun- 
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ishment of certain crimes against the United 
States,” with amendments, in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

With the message came the following resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives for con- 
currence: 

“ Resolved, That the resolution of the 21st ultimo, 
authorizing the President of the Senate and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives to close the present ses- 
sion, by adjourning their respective Houses on this day, 
be repealed ; and that, instead thereof, they be author- 
ized to adjourn their respective Houses on Thursday, 
the 5th instant, to meet on the day by law appointed :” 


The resolution being read, on motion to strike 
out “Thursday the 5th,” and insert “Friday the 
6th,” it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in this reso- 
lution. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” was read the 
third time. 

On motion to substitute six in lieu of eight cents, 
it passed in the negative. 

On motion to add the following to the 14th sec- 
tion of the bill: 


“ Provided this restriction shall not extend to prohibit 
the importation of sugar from the province of Canada 
in vessels of less burden; anythmg to the contrary 
notwithstanding :” 

It passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, by 
annexing the following proviso to the 14th section: 

“ Provided, That no drawback shall be allowed on the 
exportation of either of the said articles in any instance 
where the same shall amount to less than twelve dollars:”” 


Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to all 
the modifications of the amendments to the bill, 
entitled “ An act making further provision for se- 
curing and collecting the duties on foreign and 
domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” 
as proposed by the committee of conference, ex- 
cept the amendment to the twelfth section, which 
the House of Representatives have agreed to in 
their first proceeding on the amendments of the 
Senate. 

The report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act for the more effec- 
tual protection of the Southwestern frontiers,” was 
considered. 

Ordered, That this bill be recommitted, and 
that the Message of the PresipENT oF THE UNITED 
States of the 2d instant be also referred to the 
same committee, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying ad- 
ditional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels,” was read the third time. 

n motion, to insert the following in the first 
section of the bill, to wit: after “coffee per pound,” 
“on salt per bushel, three cents,” it passed in the 
negative. 
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On motion, it was agreed to strike out the fol- 
lowing words, after “shoes and slippers for chil- 
dren,” “on coal per bushel, one and a half cents.” 
On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill, by 
inserting, after “coffee per pound,” these words: 
“on clayed or lump sugar, one cent per pound.” 

On motion to restore the fourth section of the 
bill, amended as follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That, upon all ships or 
vessels of the United States, there shall be levied and 
paid, after the last day of June next, a duty of six cents 
per ton, in addition to the duty now chargeable by law ; 
and upon all ships or vessels belonging wholly or in 
part to the subjects or citizens of any foreign Power, 
which after the said last day of June next shall be en- 
tered in the United States from any foreign port or place, 
there shall be levied and paid a duty of twenty-five 
cents per ton, in addition to the duty now chargeable 
by law :” 
It passed in the negative. 
On motion, it was agreed to expunge these 
= from the first section, “except window 
ass. 
. Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 
The report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the bill, entitled “ An act laying duties upon 
sorringes for the conveyance of persons,” was con- 
sidered and adopted. 
Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 
The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying duties on 
licenses for selling wines and foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors, by retail,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Cazor, ELLswortn, 
and King, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 
The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying du- 
ties on property sold at auction,” was read the 
second time, and referred to the committee last 
named, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 
The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of John Robbe,” was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Livermore, Brown. and 
Hawkins, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

Mr. Livermors, from the said committee, re- 
ported that the bill last mentioned pass without 
amendment; and on motion, by unanimous con- 
sent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill was 
read the third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act providing 
for the payment of a certain sum of money due to 
the French Republic,” was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. King, Gunn, and Exts- 
WORTH, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House ot Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to extend 
the term of credit for teas imported in the ship 
Argonaut, and to permit the export of goods saved 
out of the wreck of the Snow Frreelove,” was read 
the second time; and, by unanimous consent, the 
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rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 


ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “ An act in addition to the act for the 


unishment of certain crimes against the United 
tates.” 
Resolved, That they concur in the amendments 


to this bill. 





Wepnespay, June 4. 
The bill sent from the House of Representatives 


for concurrence, entitled “An act laying duties 
upon carriages for the conveyance of persons” 
was read the third time. 


On motion to strike out, from the first section, 


all that follows the word “coachee,” and, in lieu 
thereof, insert “and other four-wheeled carriages 
which hang or rest upon steel or iron springs, six 
dollars,” it passed in the 


negative. 
On motion to postpone the further consideration 


of the bill until the next session of Congress, it 
passed in the ne 


tive. 

On the question Shall this bill pass? it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 8, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Gunn, Hawkins, King, Livermore, Martin, Morris, 
Ross, and Vining. 

Naxs.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Frelinghuysen, Henry, 
Jackson, Potts, Robinson, and Rutherfurd. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill entitled “An act supplementary to the act 
entitled ‘ An act to promote the progress of Useful 
Arts ;” a bill entitled “An act concerning Inva- 
lids ;” a bill entitled “An act to make further 
compensation for the services of the late Robert 
Forsyth, Marshal of Georgia ;” and a bill entitled 
“ An act making certain alterations in the act for 
establishing the Judicial Courts, and altering the 
time and place for holding the Judicial Courts, 
and altering the time and place of holding certain 
Courts ;” in which several bills they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. The House agree to 
some and disagree to other amendments of the 
Senate to the bill entitled “An act laying addi- 
tional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton 
nage of ships or vessels.” 

Mr. Caso, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act laying duties 
on licenses for selling wines and foreign dis- 
tilled spirituous liquors by retail,” reported 
amendments, which were adopted; and, by una- 
nimous consent, the rule was dispensed tick, and 
the bill was read the third time and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
“a resolution that a joint committee of both 
Houses be appointed to wait on the PresipENnT 
or THE Unitep Srates and request that he would 
recommend to the people of the United States a 
day of public humiliation and prayer, to be ob- 
served, by supplicating Almighty God for the 
safety, peace, and welfare of these States ;” they 
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have appointed a committee on the part of the} The Message and papers therein referred to 


House, and desire the concurrence of the Senate, 
and the appointment of a committee on their part. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act laying duties 
on property sold at auction,” reported amend- 
ments, which were adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to make further 
compensation for the services of the late Robert 
Forsyth, Marshal of Georgia,” was read; and, by 
unanimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
VininG, Jackson, and Kine, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Vining, from the committee on the bill last 
named, reported amendments, which were read 
and adopted ; and. by unanimous consent, the rule 
was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives disagreeing 
to sundry of their amendments to the bill entitled 
“An act laying additional duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels.” 

On motion that the Senate recede from their 
amendments disagreed to, it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on their said 
amendments, and ask a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon; and 
that Messrs. Gunn, Kine, and E_isworrns, be 
managers at the same on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
proposed conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill, entitled “An act laying 
additional duties on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, and on the 
tonnage of ships or vessels,” and have appointed 
managers at the same on their part. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act entitled ‘ An act to promote the progress 
of Useful Arts” was read; and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Porrs, Burr, and Casor, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Ports, from the committee on the bill last 
mentioned, reported amendments, which were read 
and adopted, and the bill ordered to a third reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 

I lay before Congress the copy of a Letter, with its 
enclosures, from the Secretary of State to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty, it being an 
answer to a Letter from the Minister to him, bearing 
date the 22d ultimo, and already communicated. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep Srates, June 4, 1794. 





Proceedings. 


[Senare. 


were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making certain 
alterations in the act for establishing the Judicial 
Courts, and altering the time and place of holding 
certain Courts” was read; and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Vininc, Martin, and Brown, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers,” reported amendments, which were read. 

Ordered, That the amendments be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act to authorize the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, during the recess of the present 
Congress, to cause to be built a number of vessels, 
to be equipped as galleys, in the service of the 
United States,” with amendments, in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to amend the 
act entitled ‘An act to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line, on Continental 
Establishment, to obtain titles to certain lands 
lying Northwest of the river Ohio, between the 
Little Miami and Sciota,” reported amendments, 
which were read, and ordered to lie for considera- 
tion. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of War do lay before the Senate a statement 
of the number of non-commissioned officers and 
privates now actually in the service of the United 
States upon the Military Establishment. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act concerning In- 
valids” was read, and ordered to a second reading. 





Tuourspay, June 5. 


The Presipenr laid before the Senate a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Department of War, 
accompanying a statement of the troops of the 
United States, according to the last returns; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Marvin, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act making certain 
alterations in the act for establishing the Judicial 
Courts, and altering the time and place for hold- 
ing certain Courts,” reported amendments, which 
were adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “An act in addition to the act for making 
further and more effectual provision for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers of the United States,” with 
an amendment, in which they desire the concur 
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rence of the Senate; and that they have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Nicholas 
Reib,” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The report of the committee on the bill entitled 
“An act to amend the act entitled ‘An act to 
enable the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
line on Continental Establishment to obtain titles 
to certain lands lying Northwest of the River 
Ohio, between the Little Miami and Sciota,” was 
considered and adopted. 

Ordered, That the bill be printed as it is re- 
ported to be amended. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “ An act in addition to the act for making 
further and more effectual provision for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers of the United States.” 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in the said 
amendment. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed “a re- 
solution directing the Secretary of War to make 
out and return to the District Judges certain lists 
in the cases of Invalid Pensioners ;” in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Heotiead, That the resolution of the 3d instant, 
authorizing the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to close 
the present session by adjourning their respective 
Houses on this day, be recinded ; and that, instead 
thereof, they be authorized to adjourn their re- 
spective Houses on Monday, the 9th instant, to 
meet at the day by law appointed. 

The President laid before the Senate a Letter 
from the Secretary for the Department of War, 
submitting further information relative to the re- 
cent events upon the Southwestern frontiers. 

The Letter and communication therein referred 
to were read and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers.” 

On motion to adopt the report of the committee, 
so far as that the three first sections of the bill, as 
it came from the House of Representatives, be 
struck out, to wit: 


“Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized to call out, from 
time to time, as occasion may require, any number of 
militia belonging to the State of Georgia, South Ca- 
rolina, North Carolina, Virginia, or the Territory South 
of the river Ohio, not exceeding in the whole ten thou- 
sand, as may at any time be, by him, thought necessary to 
carry on offensive operations against the Creek and 
Cherokee Nations or Tribes of Indians: Provided, 
That the militia to be called out to be not continued 
in service for alonger term than six months at any one 
time. 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be authorized to establish 
such military posts as he may deem necessary for the 





permanent security of the Southwestern frontier set- 
tlers; and that the posts so to be established shall be 
guarded by troops from the line of the present Military 
Establishment, or by militia from the States and Ter- 
ritory aforesaid, as the President may judge most ex- 
pedient; and between every two of the said posts there 
shall be kept up a constant patrol of mounted rangers. 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the militia 
to be employed by virtue of this act shall, while in ser- 
vice, be entitled to receive the same rations, pay, and 
clothing, or money in lieu thereof, as the troops now in 
the service of the United States are entitled to :” 


It sed in the affirmativ.—yeas 16, nays 3, 
as follows : 

Yxeas.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Burr, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Henry, King, 
Livermore, Morris, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

Naxs.—Messrs. Gunn, Jackson, and Martin. 


On motion that the first section of the bill pass 
as reported by the committee, and agreed to be 
amended in Senate, to wit: 


“Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the President of the United 
States shall be, and he hereby is, authorize to raise, for 
three years, unless sooner discharged, within the States 
of Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, the Ter- 
ritory South of the Ohio, and Virginia, an additional 
regiment of infantry, consisting of one thousand one 
hundred and forty non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, and solely to appoint the commissioned officers 
thereto, and organize ike same according to the present 
establishment: Provided, That, if the President of the 
United States shall be of opinion that any part of the 
legion now in service, whether officers or privates, can, 
without detriment to the public service, be transferred 
and constitute a part of the regiment herein provided, 
he be authorized to make such transfer :”’ 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 4, 
as follows : 


Yxras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, King, Liver- 
more, Morris, Potts, and Rutherfurd. 

Nars.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Martin, and Ross. 


On motion, the blank in the second section re- 
ported by the committee was filled with “twenty,” 
and the section adopted as follows: 


“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians of the said 
regiment shall receive as a bounty after their enlistment 
the sum of twenty dollars, and that they, together with 
the commissioned officers, shall receive the same pay 
and allowances, in all respects, and be governed by the 
same Rules and Articles of War as the other troops of 
the United States.” 


On motion to agree to the report of the com- 
mittee, of a section as follows: 

“Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to establish such military posts without the 
jurisdiction of any individual State or the Territory 
aforesaid as he may deem necessary for the permanent 
security of the Southwestern frontiers, and that the said 
posts shall be guarded by troops on the establishment 
or by the militia :” 

It passed in the negative. 
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On motion, the Senate agreed to adopt the re- 
ort of the committee of a fourth and fifth section 
to the bill, as follows: 


“Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That, whenever 
the United States shall be invaded, or in imminent 
danger of invasion from any Nation or Tribe of In- 
dians, it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States to call forth such number of the militia of 
the State or States most convenient to the place of 
danger or scene of action as he may judge necessary 
to repel such invasion, and to issue his orders for that 
purpose to such officer or officers of the militia as he 
shall think proper. 

“Sc. 5. And be it further enacted, That the militia 
to be employed by virtue of this act shall, while in ser- 
vice, be entitled to receive the same rations, pay, and 
clothing, or money in lieu thereof, as the troops now in 
the service of the United States are entitled to :” 


On motion to coprame the 6th section reported 
by the committee, as follows : 

“Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That all per- 
sons who shall be assembled or embodied in arms upon 
any land belonging to Indians out of the ordinary juris- 
diction of any State or the Territory aforesaid, for the 
purpose or with the intent of warring against the In- 
dians, or of committing depredations on any Indian 
town, or person, or property, shall thereby become sub- 
ject to the Rules and Articles of War, which are, or shall 
be established for the government of the troops of the 
United States :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 7, nays 10, as 
follows : 

Yeras.—Messrs. Burr, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, 
Jackson, Martin, and Ross. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, and Vining. 

On motion to agree to a 7th section, reported by 
the committee, as follows: 

“Src. 7. And beit further enacted, That if the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall deem the same con- 
ductive to the good of the public service, he be, and 
hereby is, authorized to appoint a Major General to com- 
mand the troops authorized by this act, who shall re- 
ceive the same pay and allowances as are granted to a 
Major General by the act, entitled “ An act for making 
further and more effectual provision for the protection ot 
the frontiers of the United States :” 


It passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act to continue in force, for a limit- 
ed time, the act supplementary to ‘ The act for the 
establishment and support of light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, and public piers ;” and a bill, entitled 
“An act to continue in force, for a limited time, 
the act, entitled * An act to ascertain the fees in 
Admiralty proceedings in the District Courts of the 
United States and for other purposes ;” in which 
several bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. They insist on one and recede from other 
amendments disagreed to by the Senate on the 
bill, entitled “ An act laying additional duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
JInited States, and on the tonnage of ships or 

vessels.” 
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Mr. Gunn reported, from the managers at the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, on the bill, entitled “ An act laying addi- 
tional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate so far recede from 
their amendment to the first section, as that the 
duty on coal stand at one half cent per bushel. 

hey also recede from their last amendment 
to the first section, which was to strike cut the 
words “except window glass.” 





Fripay, June 6. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers,” was read the third time. 

On motion it was agreed, by unanimous con- 
sent, to strike out these words from the second sec- 
tion reported by the committee, to wit: “after 
their enlistment.” 

On motion, it was agreed further to amend the 
second section reported by the committee, by in- 
serting these words after “dollars:” “one-half to 
be paid immediately after enlistment, the other 
half at the end of three months thereafter.” 

On motion, it was agreed further to amend the 
bill by striking out the fourth section reported by 
the committee. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have resolv- 
ed, that the Committee of Enrolments be author- 
ized to amend the bill, entitled “ An act laying 
additional duties on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships and vessels,” by strik- 
ing out the word “next,” in the first section, 
and, in lieu thereof, inserting the word “*in- 
stant ;” also, by making a corresponding altera- 
tion throughout the bill, and by striking out, in the 
title thereof, the words “and on the tonnage of 
ship or vessels ;” and that the engrossed bill be 
amended conformably thereto; and that the con- 
currence of the Senate be requested, by message, 
in this resolution. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion last mentioned, and. 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

Mr. Rutserrurp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act for deter- 
mining the Northern boundary of the Territor 
ceded to the United States by the State of Nort 
Carolina,” reported that the bill do not pass, and 
the report was adopted. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate do not concur in this 
bill. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the 
House of Representatives therewith. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
certain alterations in the act for establishing the 
Judicial Courts, and altering the time and place 
of holding certain Courts,” was read a third time. 
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On motion, it was agreed to strike out the word 
“ Delaware” from the second section, also the fol- 
lowing words in the same section, “and in Dela- 
ware on the third Monday in June.” 

Also to add, at the end of the section, 

“ And that the Circuit Court of the District of De- 
laware hereafter commence on the second Monday in 
June, instead of the 27th day of April; any law to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 

Also, toamend the 3d and 4th sectionsof the bill. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Nicholas Reib,” was read; and, by unani- 
mous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the 
bill was read a second and third time, and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to continue 
in force, for a limited time, the act entitled “ An 
act to ascertain the fees in Admiralty proceedings 
in the District Courts of the United States, and 
for other purposes,” was read. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a second 
time? it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives that the Senate do not concur 
in this bill. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to continue 
in force for a limited time, “ The act supplementary 
to the act’for the establishment and support of 
light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers,” was 
read ; and, by unanimous consent, the rule was dis- 
pensed with, and it was agreed that the bill have 
at this time a second and third reading. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act to promote the 
pee of Useful Arts,” was read the third time. 

esolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to amend 
the act, entitled ‘An act to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line, on Continental Esta- 
blishment to obtain titles to certain lands lying 
Northwest of the river Ohio, between the Little 
Miami and Sciota,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Kine, from the committee, to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act providing for 
the payment of a certain sum of money due to the 
French Republic,” reported that the bill do not pass. 

Ordered, That the report lie for consideration, 
and that in the mean time it be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The bill. sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled, “An act concern- 
ing Invalids,” was read the second time; and it 
was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense 
with the rule, and that this bill be now read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

The resolution sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, “directing the Secre- 
tary at War to make out and return to the Dis- 
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trict Judges certain lists in the cases of Invalid 
Pensioners,” was read. 

Resolved, That this resolution pass with amend- 
ments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the settle- 
ment of the claims of Griffith Jones, Samuel Prio- 
leau, and John R. Livingston, against the United 
States,” and a bill, entitled “ An act declaring the 
consent of Congress to an act of the State of Ma- 
ryland, passed the twenty-eighth of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, for 
the appointment of a health officer ;” in which 
several bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and the rule 
was, by unanimous consent, dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the second time, and referred to 
Messrs. Porrs, Morris, and Gunn, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to author- 
ize the settlement of the claims of Griffith Jones, 
Samuel Prioleau, and John R. Livingston, against 
the United States,” was read. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until the next session of Congress. 

The petition of George Nixon and others, clerks 
in the Auditor’s office, praying an increase of com- 
pensation, was read, and referred to Messrs. ELis- 
wortH, Livermore, and Morris, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

he bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying du- 
ties on property sold at auction,” was read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 





Satrurpay, June 7. 


A message from’ the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act making appropriations for 
certain purposes therein expressed ;” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Ports, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act declaring the 
consent of Congress to an act of the State of Ma- 
ryland, passed the twenty-eighth day of Decem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, 
for the appointment of a health officer,” reported 
amendments, which were read and adopted; and 
it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense 
with the rule, and that this bill be now read the 
third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the more effectual protection of the 
Southwestern frontier settlers.” 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the House of Representatives on the amend- 
ments to the said bill, and 

Resolved, That they insist on their amendment® 
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to said bill, and that a conference be desired on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and that 
Messrs. Kine, ELtsworrs, and Porrs, be mana- 
gers at the same on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House agree to the 
proposed conference, on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses, on the bill, entitled “ An act for 
the more effectual protection of the Southwestern 
frontier settlers,” and have appointed managers at 
the same on their part. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for certain purposes therein ex- 
pressed,” was read; and it was agreed to dispense 
with the rule, and that this bill be now read the 
second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Carnot, Ross, and E_itsworrn, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

he report of the committee to whom was re- 

ferred the bill, entitled “ An act providing for the 

yment of a certain sum of money due to the 
rench Republic,” was read, as follows: 


“Tt appears, by a statement of the account between 
the United States and France, reported to the House of 
Representatives, that, according to the view which is 
entertained at the Treasury of that account, the United 
States, on the first day of January, 1794, were in ad- 
vance to France the sum of two millions one hundred 
eleven thousand and eighty-six livres tournois and five 
deniers (being $383,162 11) beyond the instalments of 
principal and all interest which had accrued to that period. 

“It further appears, upon inquiry at the Treasury, 
that, since that period, there has been advanced on ac- 
count of our Debt to France the further sum of seventy- 
one thousand two hundred and forty-two dollars and 
eighty-one cents. 

“ And it appears, likewise, from the papers referred 
to the committee, that the President has promised fur- 
ther payment upon the same account of 1,500,000 livres 
on the third of September next, and of 1,000,000 of livres 
on the 5th of November next, making together 453,750 
dollars, which payments, it is understood, may be an- 
ticipated at the Bank of the United States, in the pro- 
portions and at the epochs which are desired by the 
Minister of the French Republic. 

“These sums embrace all the parts of principal which, 
by contract, would become payable to France during 
the year 1794; beyond which, were there no anticipa- 
tions, nothing would be demandable during the present 
year but the interest on the balance of the entire Debt, 
which balance, on the first day of January, 1794, is 
computed at the Treasury at $2,611,587 88; whence 
it results that the payments which have been made, and 
engaged to be made, exceed those which by the terms 
of contract could be demanded. 

“This being the case,and the Loan in question hav- 
ing been in its origin specifically appropriated to the 
purpose of the Sinking Fund; 

“It is the opinion of the committee, that it is not ad- 
visable to divert it from its destination, as is proposed 
by the bill referred to them ; and consequently, that the 
bill should not pass.” 


On motion, it was agreed to adopt the report of 
the committee. 
On motion, that the bill last reported on be con- 
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sidered in paragraphs, it passed in the negative— 
yeas 7, nays 12, as follows: 

Yxas.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Hawkins, Henry, Jack- 
son, Martin, and Ross. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, 
Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

And so the bill was rejected. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House have passed 
a “resolve directing the respective Clerks of the 
District Courts of the United States to return 
copies of the tables of fees payable in the Supreme 
or Superior Court of the State in which he re- 
sides, to the Attorney General ;” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The resolve last brought from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence was read. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur therein. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act 
making an extra allowance to certain clerks in the 
public offices, and to the widows and families of 
certain deceased clerks.” They have appointed 
a committee to join such committee as shall be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on the 
PResipENT OF THE Unitrep Srares, and notify 
him of the proposed recess of Congress. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution last mentioned ; and, 

Resolved, That they do concur therein, and that 
Messrs. Vinine and Kine be the committee on the 
part of the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making an 
extra allowance to certain clerks in the public of- 
fices, and to the widows and families of certain 
deceased clerks,” was read; and it was agreed, by 
unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and 
that the bill be now read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 
Ross, Braprorp, and Morris, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Ross, from the committee last mentioned, 
reported that the consideration of this bill be post- 
poned until the next session of Congress ; and the 
report was adopted. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 

Mr. E.tsworts, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of George Nixon and 
others, clerks in the Auditor’s office, reported a 
bill, which was read, and the rule was dispensed 
with by unanimous consent, and the bill was read 
the second time. 

On motion to amend the bill, it passed in the 
negative, and the bill being read by paragraphs, it 
was ordered to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives agree to some amendments, agree to 
some amendments with amendments, and disagree 
to other amendments, of the Senate on the bill, 
entitled “An act making certain alterations in the 
act for establishing the Judicial Courts, and alter- 
ing the time and place of holding certain Courts.” 
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The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives on the bill 
last mentioned ; and, 

Resolved, That they agree to the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to their amend- 
ments, and recede from their own amendments to 
the fourth section of the said bill. 

Mr. ViniNG reported, from the joint committee, 
that they had waited on the PrEsIDENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, and acquainted him with the in- 
tended recess of Congress on the 9th instant. 

Mr. Kina, from the managers at the conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill, entitled “An act for the more effectual pro- 
tection of the Southwestern frontier settlers,” re- 
ported that they could come to noagreement with 
the managers on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House adhere to 
their disagreement to the amendments of the Se- 
nate to the bill, entitled “An act for the more ef- 
fectual protection of the Southwestern frontier 
settlers.’ 

Resolved, That the Senate adhere to their 
amendments to the bill Jast mentioned. 

So the bill was lost. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for certain purposes therein expressed,” 
reported that the bill pass without amendment ; 
which report was adopted : and, the bill being read 
in paragraphs, it was ordered to a third reading. 


“And be it further enacted, That all persons who 
shall be assembled or embodied in arms, upon any land 
belonging to Indians, out of the ordinary jurisdiction of 
any State, or of the said Territory South of the Ohio, 
for the purpose of warring against the Indians, or of 
committing depredations upon any Indian town, or per- 
sons or property, shall thereby become liable and sub- 
ject to the Rules and Articles of War which are, or shall 
be established for the government of the troops of the 
United States,” 


For the purpose of substituting the following: 

“And be it further enacted, That any militia officer 
of the United States, or either of the States, conducting, 
authorizing, or attending, any expedition over the pre- 
sent boundary line between the respective States and 
any Indian tribe or nation, except in the pursuit of par- 
ties of Indians who may commit depredations on the 

rsons or property of the citizens of the United States, 
or the purpose of attacking their Indian towns, or de- 
stroying their persons, or to commit other depredations 
on their rights, shall, in addition to the pains or penal- 
ties the law of the United States now subjects him to, 
be liable to a trial by a General Court-martial, to be or- 
dered by the Executive of the State or Territory to 
which such officer shall belong, and whose duty it is 
is hereby declared to be, to order such Court-martial, 
and shall, if found guilty thereof, be cashiered, and be 
forever thereafter disqualified from holding any commis- 
sion in the militia of the United States, or of either of 
the States :” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 8, nays 11, as 
follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, 
Henry, Jackson, Martin, and Ross, 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Elisworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, King, Livermore, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, 
and Vining. 

On motion that this bill be now read a third 
time by unanimous consent, it was not agreed to. 

The bill for the further compensation of clerks 
in the Auditor’s office, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making ap- 
propriations for certain purposes therein ex- 
pressed,” was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion to rescind the resolution of both 
Houses, that Congress adjourn on this day, and to 
agree to adjourn on Wednesday next, it passed in 
the negative. 

The Presivent laid before the Senate a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, with his 
specie account for the quarter ending the 3lst of 
March last; which were read, and ordered to lie 
for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House, having finished 
the business of the session, are about to adjourn. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House 
of Representatives, that the Senate likewise, having 
finished the business of the session, are about to 
adjourn ; and. he having reported that he had de- 
livered the message, the Presipent of the Senate, 
conformably to the resolution of the 5th instant, 
adjourned the Senate to the day appointed by law 
for the next meeting of Congress. 





Monpay, June 9. 


Qn motion, the rule was, by unanimous consent; 
dispensed with, and Mr. Kine obtained permission 
to introduce a bill for the more effectual protec- 
tion of the Southwestern frontiers; and the bill 
had its first and second reading. 

On the question to agree to the first section of 
the bill, which is as follows: 


“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That, unless it shall be the opinion of the 
President of the United States, that a regiment of the 
troops heretofore authorized to be raised, may, consist- 
ently with the good of the public service, be employed 
for the protection of the Southwestern frontier, he be, 
and hereby is, authorized to cause to be raised for three 
years, unless sooner discharged, within the States of 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, the Territory 
South of the Ohio, and the State of Virginia, an addi- 
tional regiment of infantry, consisting of one thousand 
one hundred and forty non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, and solely to appoint the commis- 
sioned officers thereof, and to organize the same accord- 
ing to the present Military Establishment :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 4, as 
follows : 


Yxras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, King, 
Livermore, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Martin, and Ross. 


On motion by Mr. Jackson, to postpone the 
last section of the bill, which is as follows: 
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Monpay, December 2, 1793. 


This being the day appointed by the Consti- 
tution for the meeting of the present Congress, the 
following members appeared and took their seats ; 


From New Hampsiire—Nicnotas GILMAN, 
Joun S. Suerpurne, Jerey an Smiru, and Paine 
WINGATE. 

From Massachusetts.—Sui .asssnHuBs Bourne, 
Davin Coss, Henry Dearsorn, Bensamin Goop- 
HUE, SamueL Hovren, Witiiam Lyman, THEO- 
DORE Sepewick, Georce THarcuer, and ARTE- 
mas Warp. 

From Connecticut—Amasa Learnep, Urian 
Tracey, JonatHan TruMmBULL, and JEREMIAH 
Wapswortu. 

From Vermont.—Israev SMirn. 

From New York.—Tueopvorus Baitey, Eze- 
KIEL GitpertT, Henry GLENN, James GORDON, 
Siras Tavsort, Joun E. Van Aviten, Puitie Van 
Cortianpt, Perer Van Gaaspeck, and Joun 
Warts. 

From New Jersey.—Joun Beatty, Evias Bou- 
oinoT, Lampert CapwaLaper, ABRAHAM CLARK, 
and JonaTHAN Dayton. 

From Pennsylvania.--James ARMSTRONG, WIL- 
Liam FinpLey, Tuomas Firzstmons, ANDREW 
Greaa, Tuomas Hartcey, WILLIAM IRVINE, JOHN 
Wickes Kirrera, Freperick Aveustus Mun- 
LENBERG, PereR MunwLenserG, THomas Scorr, 
and Jonn Smi.ie. 

From Maryland.—Georce Dent and SaMvueL 
Smit. 

From Virginia.—Wii.iaM B. Gites, CarTER 
B. Harrison, Joun Heatu, Richarp Bianp Lez, 
James Mapison, Anprew Moore, ANTHONY 
New, Joun Nicwotas, Fxancis Preston, Ro- 
BERT RUTHERFORD, ABRAHAM VENABLE, and FRAN- 
cis WALKER. 

From Kentucky.—CuristopHer GREENUP. 

From North Carolina.—T nomas Biowun, Wit- 
LIAM Jonnson Dawson, Marruew Locke, Na- 
THANIEL Macon, and ALEXANDER MEBANE. 

From South Carolina —Wir.iam Smiru. 

From Georgia.— ABRAHAM Batpwinand Txo- 
Mas P, Carnes, 

A quorum of the members being present, the 
House proceeded to ballot for a Speaker, when it 
sone that Freperick A. MUHLENBERG, one of 
the members from Pennsylvania, was elected; 


DECEMBER 2, 1793. 


whereupon, he was conducted to the Chair, and 
made his acknowledgments to the House. 

The House then proceeded, in the same man- 
ner, to the appointment of a Clerk, when Joun 
BECKLEY was appointed. 

The usual oath was then administered to the 
members. 

Messages were interchanged between the two 
Houses, announcing their formation and readiness 
to __ to business. 

oseph Wheaton was appointed Sergeant-at- 
Arms, Gifford Dally as Doorkeeper, and Thomas 
Claxton as Assistant Doorkeeper. 

A joint committee was appointed by the two 
Houses to wait on the Presipent or THE Unirep 
Srares, to inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses is assembled, and ready to receive any 
communication that he may think proper to make 
to them. 

Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different de- 
nominations, be appointed, one by each House, to 
interchange eidehli. 

Resolved, That a standing Committee of Elec- 
tions be appointed; also a committee to report 
rules and orders of proceeding. 





Turespay, December 3. 


Joserps McDowe tt and Bensamin WILLIAMS, 
from North Carolina, appeared and took their seats. 

A message from the Senate announced their 
readiness to receive the communication from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep States. The Speax- 
ER and members withdrew to the Senate Cham- 
ber, where the Presipenr attended and delivered 
his Speech to the two Houses, which will be found 
in the proceedings of the Senate, page 10. 

On the return of the members, the Speech was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

A Message was received from the PresipEnt, 
with a ae of his Proclamation and of the Rules 
prescribed by him for the government of the Ex- 
ecutive Officers in executing the Treaties between 
the United States and Foreign Powers, referred 
to in the Prestpent’s Speech. [For copies of 
these papers. see the Appendix. } 

The Senate informed the House that they had 
appointed the Right Reverend Bishop Wuire 
Chaplain. 

And the House proceeded to elect their Chap- 
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lain. The Reverend AsHspe. GREEN was their 
choice. 





Wepnespay, December 4. 


Pevee Corrin, Jr., from Massachusetts ; WI1L- 
L1aM Monteomery, from Pennsylvania; and WiL- 
uiaM Vans Murray, from Maryland, appeared, 
produced their credentials, and took their seats in 
the House; the oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States being first administered to 
them by the Speaker, according to law. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Speech of the PresipenTr 
oF THE Unitep States to both Houses of Con- 
gress; and, after some time spent therein, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the 
said Speech under consideration, and come toa 
resolution thereupon; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that a respectful Address ought to be pre- 
sented by the Bowe of Representatives to the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States, in answer to 
his Speech to both Houses of Congress, at the 
commencement of this session, containing assur- 
ances that this House will take into consideration 
the various and important matters recommended 
to their attention. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Mapison, Sepewick, 
Warts, Hartiey, and Samvuet Smirn, be ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare an Address pursu- 
ant to the said resolution. 

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, 

in resolve itself intoa Committee of the Whole 
ouse on the said Speech. 

A petition of Henry Latimer, of the State of 
Delaware, was presented to the House and read, 
complaining of an undue election and return of 
Joun Parton, toserve asa member of this House 
for the said State. 

‘pre That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 


TREATY WITH THE INDIANS. 


A communication was received from the War 
Department, consisting of a copy of the instruc- 
tions given to the Commissioners for treating with 
the Indians North of the Ohio; the Journal of 
those Commissioners, and a list of the officers in 
the service of the United States. 

Some objection was at first made to reading the 
two first communications, but was afterwards 
waived. 

The instructions were then read. They pre- 


mise, that it appears a great majority of the peo-' 


ple of the United States are averse to the Indian 
war, and wish for peace with the savages if it can 
be obtained on just and honorable terms. The 

contemplate the treaty at Fort Harmar as valid, 
and the sales made there, good. They propose 
offering the hostile Indians, if they should come to 
terms of accommodation, the guarantee of the 
United States against any impositions of her citi- 
zens. The Commissioners were empowered to 
promise $50,000 worth of goods, and an annual 
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present of $10,000, if the hostile tribes should agree 
to terms. They were instructed to prevent, if 
possible, a confederacy of the Indians; to secure 
and explain the nature of our right of ee 
to their lands, and to admit no British agents to 
the treaty as mediators; they might, however, 
attend the treaty asspectators,asthe United States, 
wishing to deal fairly with the Indian tribes, and 
secure an honorable peace, did not care who wit- 
nessed the transaction. 

Some objections were started to reading the 
Journal with open galleries until the nature of it 
was known. After a short conversation upon the 
propriety of reading it privately, a motion to ad- 
journ was made and carried. 





Tuurspay, December 5. 


Fisner Ames and Dwicnr Foster, from Mas- 
sachusetts; and NarHanigt Nixes, from Vermont, 
appeared, produced their credentials, and took 
their seats. 

The House resumed the reading of the papers 
communicated by the Secretary of War, yester- 
day, and went through the same. 

Ordered, That the said papers be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


As the present situation of the several Nations of 
Europe, and especially of those with which the United 
States have important relations, cannot but render the 
state of things, between them and us, matter of inte- 
resting inquiry to the Legislature, and may, indeed, 
give rise to deliberations to which they alone are com- 
petent, I have thought it my duty to communicate to 
them certain correspondences which have taken place. 

The Representative and Executive bodies of France 
have manifested, generally, a friendly attachment to this 
country ; have given advantages to our commerce and 
navigation, and have made overtures for placing these 
advantages on permanent ground ; a decree, however, of 
the National Assembly, subjecting vessels laden with 
provisions to be carried into their ports, and making 
enemy-goods lawful prize, in the vessel of a friend, con- 
trary to our treaty, though revoked at one time, as to 
the United States, has been since extended to their ves- 
sels also, as has been recently stated to us. Represent- 
ations on this subject will be immediately given in charge 
to our Minister there, and the result shall be communi- 
cated to the Legislature. 

It is with extreme concern I have to inform you, that 
the proceedings of the person whom they have unfortu- 
nately appointed their Minister Plenipotentiary here, 
have breathed nothing of the friendly spirit of the Na- 
tion which sent him ; their tendency, on the contrary, 
has been to involve us in war abroad, and discord 
and anarchy at home. So far as his acts, or those 
of his agents, have threatened our immediate com- 
mitment in the war, or flagrant insult to the authority 
of the laws, their effect has been counteracted by the 
ordinary cognizance of the laws, and by an exertion of 
the powers confided to me. Where their danger was 


not imminent, they have been borne with, from senti- 
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ments of regard to his Nation; from a sense of their 


friendship towards us ; from a conviction that they would 
not suffer us to remain long exposed to the action of a 
person, who has s0 little respected our mutual disposi- 
tions; and I will add, from a reliance on the firmness 
of my fellow-citizens, in their principles of peace and 
order. In the mean time, I have respected and pursued 
the stipulations of our treaties according to what I judged 
their true sense; and have withheld no act of friendship 
which their affairs have called for from us, and which 
justice to others left us free to perform. I have gone 
further. Rather than employ force for the restitution 
of certain vessels which I deemed the United States 
bound to restore, I thought it more advisable to satisfy 
the parties, by avowing it to be my opinion, that, jf re- 
stitution were not made, it would be incumbent on vhe 
United States to make compensation. The papers: :w 
communicated will more particularly apprise you of 
these transactions. 

The vexations and spoliations understood to have 
been committed on our vessels and commerce, by the 
cruisers and officers of some of the belligerent Powers, 
appeared to require attention. The proofs of these, how- 
ever, not having been brought forward, the description 
of citizens supposed to have suffered, were notified that, 
on furnishing them to the Executive, due measures 
would be taken to obtain redress of the past, and more 
effectual provisions against the future. Should such 
documents be furnished, proper representations will be 
made thereon, with a just reliance on a redress propor- 
tioned to the exigency of the case. 

The British Government having undertaken, by or- 
ders of the Commanders of their armed vessels, to re- 
strain, generally, our commerce, in corn and other pro- 
visions, to their own ports and those of their friends, the 
instructions now communicated were immediately for- 
warded to our Minister at that Court. In the mean 
time, some discussions on the subject took place between 
him and them ; these are also laid before you; and I 
may expect to learn the result of his special instructions, 
in time to make it known to the Legislature during 
their present session. 

Very early after the arrival of a British Minister here, 
mutual explanations on the inexecution of the Treaty 
of Peace were entered into with that Minister; these 
are now laid before you for your information. 

On the subjects of mutual interest between this coun- 
try and Spain, negotiations and conferences are now de- 
pending. The public good requiring that the present 
state of these should be made known to the Legisla- 
ture, in confidence only, they shall be the subject of a 
separate and subsequent communication. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, December 5, 1793. 


The Presipenr sent, also, a copy of the report 
of the late Commissioners for settling accounts 
between the United States and individual States, 
stating the balances due to and from the respective 
States. 

The Message and Communications from the 
PRESIDENT were partly read. and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Manison, from the committee appointed, 

resented an Address to the Presipent or THE 

NITED States, in answer to his Speech to both 
Houses of Congress; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


3d Con. —6 
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Fripay, December 6. 


James Hittuovuse, from Connecticut, and Jo- 
siAH Parker, from Virginia, appeared, and took 
their seats. 

Mr. Wituiam Smits, from the Standing Com- 
mittee of Elections, reported that the Committee 
had, in part, examined the certificates and other 
credentials of the members returned to serve: in 
this House, and had agreed upon a report; which 
was read, and is as follows: 


“It appears to your Committee, that the credentials 
of the following members are sufficient to entitle them 
to take their seats, in the House, to wit: 


[After enumerating the names of the members 
whose credentials were examined, the report con- 
cludes :] 


“ Your Committee further report that, in the case of 
Joun Patron, returned as a member for the State of 
Delaware, the Executive of the said State have, together 
with the return, transmitted a protest, made to them by 
Henry Latimer, of the said State, against the return of 
the said Joun Parton.” 


Ordered, That the said report do lie on the 
table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Address to the Prest- 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares, in answer to his 
Speech to both Houses of Congress; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said Address 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this House doth 
agree to the said Address, in the words following: 


Sir: The Representatives of the people of the United 
States,in meeting you for the first time since you have 
been again called, by an unanimous suffrage, to your 
present station, find an occasion, which they embrace 
with no less sincerity than promptitude, for expressing 
to you their congratulations on so distinguished a testi- 
mony of public approbation, and their entire confidence 
in the purity and patriotism of the motives which have 
produced this obedience to the voice of your country. 
It is to virtues which have commanded long and uni- 
versal reverence, and services from which have flowed 
great and lasting benefits, that the tribute of praise may 
be paid without the reproach of flattery ; and it is from 
the same sources that the fairest anticipations may be 
derived in favor of the public happiness. 

The United States having taken no part in the war 
which had embraced in Europe the Powers with whom 
they have the most extensive relations, the maintenance 
of peace was justly to be regarded as one of the most 
important duties of the Magistrate charged with the 
faithful execution of the laws. We accordingly wit- 
ness, with approbation and pleasure, the vigilance with 
which you have guarded against an interruption of that 
blessing, by your Proclamation, admonishing our citi- 
zens of the consequences of illicit or hostile acts towards 
the belligerent parties; and promoting, by a declaration 
of the existing legal state of things, an easier admission 
of our right to the immunities belonging to our situa- 
tion. 

The connexion of the United States with Europe has 
evidently become extremely interesting. The commu- 
nications which remain to be exhibited to us will, no 
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doubt, assist in giving us a fuller view of the subject, 
and in guiding our deliberations to such results as may 
comport with the rights and true interests of our country. 

We learn, with deep regret, that the measures, dic- 
tated by a love of peace, for obtaining an amicable ter- 
mination of the afflicting war on our frontiers, have 
been frustrated, and that a resort to offensive measures 
should have again become necessary. As the latter, 
however, must be rendered more satisfactory, in propor- 
tion to the solicitude for peace, manifested by the former, 
it is to be hoped they will be pursued under the better 
auspices, on that account, and be finally crowned with 
more happy success. 

In relation to the particular tribe of Indians against 
whom offensive meassures have been prohibited, as well 
as on all the other important subjects which you have 
presented to our view, we shall bestow the attention 
which they claim. We cannot, however, refrain, at 
this time, from particularly expressing our concurrence 
in your anxiety for the regular discharge of the Public 
Debts, as fast us circumstances and events will permit, 
and, in the policy of removing any impediments that 
may be found in the way of a faithful representation of 
public proceedings throughout the United States, being 
persuaded, with you, that on no subject more than the 
former can delay be more injurious, or an economy of 
time more valuable ; and that, with respect to the latter, 
no resource is so firm for the Government of the United 
States as the affections of the people, grided by an en- 
lightened policy. 

Throughout our deliberations we shall endeavor to 
cherish every sentiment which may contribute to render 
them conducive to the dignity as well as to the welfare 
of the United States. And we join with you in im- 
ploring that Being, on whose will the fate of nations 
depends, to crown with success our mutual endeavors. 


Resolved, That Mr. Speaker, attended by the 
House, do present the said Address, and that Mr. 
Mapison, Mr. Sepewick, and Mr. Hart ey, be 
a committee to wait on the Presipen'r, to know 
when and where it will be convenient for him to 
receive the same. 

A petition of Henry K. Van Rensselaer, of the 
State of New York, was presented to the House 
and read, complaining of an undue election and 
return of John E. Van Allen, to serve as a mem- 
ber of this House for the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 

The House resumed the reading of the Message 
and communications received yesterday from the 
PresipENT oF THE Unirep Srares, and made a 
further progress therein. 

Mr. Mapison, from the committee appointed to 
wait on the Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares, 
to know when and where it will be convenient 
for him to receive the Address of this House, in 
answer to his Speech to both Houses of Congress, 
reported that the committee had waited on the 
PresipenT, who signified to them that it would 
be convenient to him to receive the said Address 
at 12 o’clock, to-morrow, at his own house. 





Saturpay, December 7. 
Perec Wapswortn, from Massachusetts, and 
Josern Nevitie, from Virginia, appeared, pro- 
duced their credentials, and took their seats. 


Address to the President. 


[Decemser, 1793. 


The Speaker, attended by the House, then 
withdrew to the house of the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unirep States, and there presented to him the 
Address of this House, in answer to his Speech to 
both Houses of Congress; to which the Presi- 
DENT made the following Reply: 


Gentiemen: I shall not affect to conceal the cordial 
satisfaction which I derive from the Address of the 
House of Representatives. Whatsoever those services 
may be which you have sanctioned by your favor, it is 
a sufficient reward that they have been accepted as they 
were meant. For the fulfilment of your anticipations 
of the future, I can give no other assurance than that 
the motives which you approve shall continue unchanged. 

It is truly gratifying to me to learn that the Procla- 
mation has been considered as a seasonable guard 
against the interruption of the public peace. Nor can 
I doubt that the subjects which I have recommended to 
your attention as depending cn Legislative provisions, 
will receive a discussion suited to their importance. 
With every reason, then, it may be expected that your 
deliberations, under the Divine blessing, will be matured 
to the honor and happiness of the United States. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

The House resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications received from the PREsipENT OF THE 
Unirep Srates on Thursday last, and made a 
further progress therein. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his accounts of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of public moneys, from the Ist of January to 
the 3lst of March, 1793, inclusive; also, of his 

ayments and receipts on account of the War 

epartment, from the Ist of January to the 30th 
of June, 1793, inclusive; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 





Monpay, December 9. 


GaprieL Curistie, from Maryland, Tuomas 
Criatporne and Georce Hancock, from Virginia, 
Josepn Winston, from North Carolina, Joun 
Honrer and Anprew Pickens, from South Ca- 
rolina, appeared, produced their credentials, and 
took their seats in the House. 

The House resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications received from the PresipEeNT oF THE 
Unitep Srares on Thursday last, and made a 
further proarere therein. 

Mr. Wi.utaM Smiru, from the Standing Com- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Henry K. Van Rensselaer, of the State 
of New York, complaining of an undue election 
and return of John E. Van Allen, to serve as a 
member of this House for the said State, made a 
re os which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 





Tvuespay, December 10. 


The House resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications received from the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep States on Thursday last, and made a 
further progress therein. 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry Latimer, 
of the State of Delaware, complaining of an undue 
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election and return of John Patton, to serve as a 
member of this House for the said State, which 
lay on the table, be referred to the Committee of 
Elections, with instruction to examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 





Wenpnespay, December 11. 


Bensamin Bourne and Francis MALBONB, 
from Rhode Island, appeared, produced their cre- 
dentials, and took their seats in the House. 

The House resumed the reading of the Com- 
munications received from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares on Thursday last, and went 
through the same. 

Ordered, That the said Communications be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Speech of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares to both 
Houses of Congress; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had again had the said Speech under con- 
sideration, and come to several resolutions there- 
upon ; which were severally twice read and agreed 
to by the House, as follow: 

Ist. Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to prepare and bring in a bill for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States. 

2d. Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to report whether any, and what, amendments are, 
in their opinion, necessary to the act for establish- 
ing an uniform militia throughout the United 
States. 

3d. Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to report whether any, and what, alterations or 
amendments are, in their opinion, necessary to the 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads of 
the United States. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jeremtan Wapsworth, 
Mr. Gi_man, Mr. Boupinor, Mr. Peter MvHLEN- 
BERG, Mr. Parker, Mr. Carnes, and Mr. Biounrt, 
be a committee ‘pursuant to the first resolution. 

Ordered, That Mr. Coss, Mr. Suersurne, Mr. 
Bensamtn Bourne, Mr. Van Corrtianprt, Mr. 
Monteomery, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Pickens, 
be a committee pursuant to the second resolution. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sepewick, Mr. Tracy, Mr. 
Gienn, Mr. Ciark, Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. Denr, 
Mr. Wacker, Mr. McDowe t, and Mr. Hunter, 
be a committee pursuant to the third resolution. 

Resolved, That this House will, on Friday 
next, again resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the said Speech. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of public moneys, from the Ist of April to 
the 30th of June, 1793, inclusive; which were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bouptinort, from the committee appointed 
to examine the Journal of the last session, and to 
report therefrom all such matters of business as 
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were then depending and undetermined, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
examine the laws of the United States, and report 
to the House such as have expired, or will expire, 
before the next session; and that Mr. Bouptnort, 
Mr. Goopnug, and Mr. Kirrera, be the said 
committee. 





Fripay, December 13. 


Tuomas TrepDWELL, from New York, and Joun 
Parron, from Delaware, appeared, produced their 
credentials, and took their seats. 

The House again resolved itself intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Speech of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States to both Houses 
of Congress; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
again had the said Speech under consideration, 
and made a further progress therein. 

Resolved, That this House will, on Monday 
next, again resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the said Speech. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to establish an uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States; and that Mr. Gites, Mr. WiLiiam Sirsa, 
Mr. Ames, Mr. Harriey, Mr. Hittwovuse, Mr. 
Firzsimons, and Mr. Bouptnor, be the said com- 
mittee. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to make provision for 
the renewal of destroyed certificates of Debt of 
the United States; and that Mr. Lee, Mr. Corrin, 
and Mr. Bearry, be the said committee. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill for the relief of sick 
and disabled seamen; and that Mr. Goopuus, Mr. 
Warts, Mr. Nicnotas, Mr. Winston, and Mr. 
Ma pong, be the said committee. 


Monpay, December 16. 


Samue. Dexter, Junior, from Massachusetts, 
Josuua Coir and Zepuanian Swirt, from Con- 
necticut, and Ricnharp Winn, from South Caro- 
lina, appeared, produced their credentials, and 
took their seats. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, requesting 
that a new inquiry into his official conduct may 
be instituted, in some mode most effectual for an 
accurate and thorough investigation; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying a re- 
turn of the ordnance, arms, and military stores, in 
possession of the United States; also, a variety of 
papers, from A to L, inclusive, giving a view of 
the Southwestern frontiers, as connected with the 
Creeks and the State of Georgia and the South- 
western Territory of the United States. The said 
Letter and Communications were partly read. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 

ake into consideration the act “To establish the 
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Judicial Courts of the United States,” and report 
some provisioas in the case, where any Judge of 
the Courts of the United States is, or may, by 
sickness or other disqualifying cause, be rendered 
incapable of discharging the duties of his office ; 
also, some further provision concerning bail, pro- 
cess, and costs, in the Courts of the United States; 
and, generally, to report such amendments to the 
said act as they may judge necessary and Consti- 
tutional; and that Mr. WiuuiaM Samira, Mr. Jere- 
miAH Smitrx, Mr. Moore, Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Tuarcuer, Mr. Scort, and Mr. Curistie, be the 
said committee. 

A Message was received from the PREsIDENT 
or THE Unitep Srares, communicating certain 
confidential communications respecting the trans- 
actions of the Government of the United States 
with Spain. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a Report of the Secretary of State 
on the measures which have been taken, on behalf of 
the United States, for the purpose of obtaining a recog- 
nition of our Treaty with Morocco, and for the ransom 
of our citizens and establishment of peace with Algiers. 

While it is proper our citizens should know that sub- 
jects which so much concern their interests and their 
feelings have duly engaged the attention of their Legis- 
lature and Executive, it would still be improper that 
some particulars of this communication should be made 
known. The confidential conversation stated in one of 
the last Letters, sent herewith, is one of these. Both 
justice and policy require that the source of that inform- 
ation should remain secret, as a knowledge of the 
sums meant to have been given for peace and ransom 
might have a disadvantageous influence on future pro- 


ceedings for the same objects. 
G. WASHINGTON. 





Tuespay, December 17. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
and Report from the Commissioners for purchas- 
ing the Public Debt, stating the amount of pur- 
chases and other proceedings since their last re- 
port; which were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Jeremiah Wapswortna, from the commit- 
tee appointed, presented a bill for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States; which was read twice and 
committed. 

The House proceeded to the reading of the 
confidential communications received yesterday 
from the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, re- 
specting the measures which have been pursued 
for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- 


som of prisoners and establishment of peace with 
the Algerines, and went through the same. 

The House then proceeded to the reading of 
the confidential communications from the Presi- 
DENT, respecting the transactions of the Govern- 
ment of the United States with Spain, and made 
some progress therein. 
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Wepnespay, December 18. 


Mr. WiuttaM Smits, from the Standing Com- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Henry K. Van Rensselaer, of the State 
of New York, complaining of an undue election 
and return of John E. Van Allen, to serve asa 
member of this House for the said State, made a 
further report ; which was read, and ordered to be 
committed toa Committee of the Whole House 
on Friday next. 

Ordered, That the confidential communications 
received from the Presipent oF THE UniTep 
Srares on Monday last, respecting the measures 
which have been pursued for obtaining a recogni- 
tion of the Treaty between the United States and 
Morocco, and for the ransom of prisoners and es- 
tablishment of peace with the Algerines, be com- 
mitted toa Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

The House resumed the reading of the confi- 
dential communications from the Presipenr, re- 
specting the transactions of the Government of 
the United States with Spain, and made a further 
progress therein. 





Tuurspay, December 19. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
an account of receipts and expenditures of the 
United States for the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two, and accompanied with 
an explanatory Letter to him from the Comptrol- 
ler of the Treasury ; which were read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying fur- 
ther communications respecting the Southwestern 
frontiers, as connected with the Creeks, and the 
State of Georgia, and the Southwestern Territory 
of the United States. 

Ordered, That the said Letter and communica- 
tions do lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of State, accompanying a re- 
port on the privileges and restrictions on the com- 
merce of the United States in foreign countries, 
made pursuant to a resolution of the House of 
the twenty-third of February, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one ; which was read, and or- 
dered to be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House to whom are committed the confi- 
dential communications from the Presipenr re- 
specting the measures which have been pursued 
for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- 
som of prisoners and establishment of peace with 
the Algerines. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into and report a state of facts respecting 
sundry French vessels which have taken refuge 
in the ports of the United States, and their opin- 
ion on the pr priety of remitting the foreign ton- 
nage thereon ; and that Mr. VenaBue, Mr. TaLsor, 
and Mr. Lyman, be the said committee. 

The House resumed the reading of the confi- 
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dential communications from the Presipenr re- 
specting the transactions of the Government of the 

nited States with Spain, and went through the 
same. 

Ordered, That the said communications be 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
to whom are committed the confidential commu- 
nications respecting the measures which have been 

ursued for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty 
Swed the United States and Morocco, and for 
the ransom of prisoners and establishment of peace 
with the Algerines. 





Fripay, December 20. 


Wituiam Hinpman, from Maryland, and Sa- 
MUEL GriFFIN, from Virginia, appeared, produced 
their credentials, and took their seats. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the report of the Committee of Elections re- 
specting the election of Mr. J. E. Van Allen. 

he petition of Mr. Henry Van Rensselaer the 
two reports of the Committee of Elections, and 
the election law of the State of New York, were 
read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Lee stated a number of facts as connected 
with this subject, and added the following ques- 
tions, viz: 

1. Whether irregularities not deemed by the 
law of New York sufficient to nullify the votes 
given shall be regarded by the House of Repre- 
sentatives as having that effect? None of the ir- 
regularities (observed Mr. Leg) were regarded by 
the law of New York as sufficient to vitiate the 
returns of votes made by the inspectors, who are 
sworn officers, and subject to pains and penalties 
for failure of duty. If the law of New York is to 
be observed as a sovereign rule on this occasion, 
the allegations do not state any facts so material 
as to require the interference of the House of Re- 
presentatives. 

2. Whether, setting aside this first principle, 
mere irregularities not alleged to have proceeded 
from corruption, shall nullify the return of sworn 
officers; and whether the Hence of Representa- 
tives ought to countenance and inquire into the 
mere implications of such serious crimes as per- 
jury and corruption, or should require such charges 
to be expressly and specifically made ? 

3. Whether it is not an indispensable requisite 
to the existence of a Representative Government 
that at every election a choice should be made ? 

4. Whether, to insure such choice, it be not ne- 
cessary that this — should be established : 
that a majority of legal votes, legally given, shquld 
decide the issue of an election ? 

5. Whether, therefore, partial corruption should 
be deemed sufficient to nullify an election, or only 
sufficient to vitiate the votes given under such cor- 
ruption, leaving the election to be decided by the 
sound votes, however few ? 

6. Whether, if partial corruption should be 
deemed sufficient to nullify an election, such cor- 
ruption should not extend to the major part of the 
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votes given, and if the major part of the votes be 
deemed sound, the fate of the election should not 
oe on the plurality of votes in such major 
part 

Mr. Lee observed, that this last was the opin- 
ion of the committee, and they have stated facts 
according to this opinion, and finding a major part 
of the votes duly given and canvassed, and that 
J. E. Van Allen had a plurality of such major 
part, they have determined that he was duly re- 
turned to serve in the present Congress. 

A variety of objections were offered to the re- 
port of the Committee of Elections; that it did 
not contain so fulla statement of facts as would 
warrant the Committee of the Whole in deciding 
on the merits on the election. Sundry allegations 
of the petition devolved inquiries on the part of 
the Committee which not only affected the purity 
of elections, but the privileges of the House, and 
their right to judge of the qualifications of its 
members. These inquiries might enable the Com- 
mittee to determine the number of votes actually 
given, and the validity of those votes. That the 
act of the State of New York should be suffered 
to operate in this case so as to exclude from the 
House a knowledge of the full amount of the num- 
ber of votes given, appeared very extraordinary. 
The respective Houses of Congress possess exclu- 
sively the right to judge of the qualifications of 
their own members. This right includes evident- 
ly full power to ascertain with precision the actual 
state of the polls. If the votes of the citizens free- 
ly and fairly given can, under any pretext what- 
ever, be suppressed, the essential rights of suffrage 
are atan end. It was observed, that corruption 
in elections was the door at which corruption 
would creep into the House; that it appeared to 
be admitted there had been irregularities in some 
of the towns in the district in question ; but it had 
been made a question—not whether corruption 
generally should vitiate an election—but what 
quantum should be sufficient for that purpose; so 
that corruption was considered, in relation to an 
election, by weight or measure. The allegations 
of the petition were urged in support of these ob- 
jections. These stated sundry irregularities in re- 
lesion to the returns not corresponding with the 
numbers of votes given in several towns; the 
boxes not being properly secured which conveyed 
the votes to the canvassing committee—one of 
which had been deposited in the House of the sit- 
ting member for a number of hours, &e. 

In support of the Committee of Election’s re- 
port, it was observed, that the allegations in the 
petition showed that the principal support it rest- 
ed on was, that the returning officers of some of 
the towns in the district from which the sitting 
member came had rejected a number of votes 
given in for the petitioner. It was shown, from 
the provisions of the election law of New York 
that these votes might have been legally rejected. 
The petition stated that numbers of persons had 
sworn that they had voted for the petitioner, 
whose votes, by the returns, it does not appear 
were counted. On this, it was observed, that the 
Committee did not consider this allegation of a 
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nature proper to engage their attention. It was 
presumed that the House of Representatives would 
never institute an inquiry into such a species of 
evidence. It was extremely difficult for a man 
to swear that he had positively voted by ballot for 
a particular candidate, since it is well known that 
persons had, on such occasions, frequently put in 
a ballot for the person he had not intended to vote 
for. In the hurry and confusion which often take 
lace, the ballots get shifted, and one is put in in 
ieu of another. ‘To the objection to the law of 
the State of New York, drawn from the Consti- 
tution of the United States, it was replied, that 
the regulating the “time, place, and manner” of 
holding elections is expressly vested in the State 
Legislatures. These necessarily include a great 
variety of incidental circumstances, which must 
also be left to their discretion. Congress cannot 
enter into a consideration of the minutie of the 
elections. The different customs of the several 
States will not admit of one uniform system. 
With respect to the box which contained part of 
the votes having been deposited in the house of 
the sitting member, it was observed that no im- 
putation was conveyed against him in the petition 
on that account. It did not appear that the num- 
ber of votes it contained had been either increased 
or diminished: nor was there any charge against 
him of being accessory to any unfair practices in 
the election. The Committee had taken cogni- 
zance of every fact that had come into their pos- 
session, and the result was before the Committee 
of the Whole. 
It was further stated by one of the Committee 
of Elections, that the only question to be deter- 
mined was, whether the irregularity of the votes 
in two towns, in a district consisting of ten towns, 
in case the votes of those two towns do not amount 
to a majority of the whole number of votes in the 
district, such irregularity shall vitiate the election 
of such district ? 
Some observations were made by several gen- 
tlemen on the different modes of voting by ballot 
and viva voce. 
Mr. Warts explained the process under the 
election law of New York, and stated the princi- 
ples on which votes particularly circumstanced 
were rejected, and the accidents by which they 
were sometimes omitted in the general canvass. 
The Committee, on the whole, did not appear to 
be ripe for a decision. They, therefore, rose and 
reported progress, and, after rejecting a motion 
that the Committee of Elections shesld e instruct- 
ed to report a state of the facts in their possession, 
(which several of the committee said they had 
already done,) the House adjourned, without com- 
ing to a vote on the report. 
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Monpay, December 23. 


Avexanper D. Orr, from Kentucky, appeared, 
oe his credentials, and took his seat in the 
ouse. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied 
with estimates of the sums necessary to be appro- 


priated for the service of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four; which were read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications from the Seeretary of War, respecting 
the Southwestern frontiers, as connected with the 
Creeks and the State of Georgia, and the South- 
western Territory of the United States, and made 
a further progress therein. 





Tuespay, December 24. 


The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port from the Standing Committee of Elections, 
to whom was referred the petition of Henry K. 
Van Rensselaer, of the State of New York, com- 
pans of an undue election and return of John 

. Van Allen, to serve asa member of this House, 
for the said State. Whereupon, 

The motion made on Friday last, to recommit 
the said report to the same committee, being re- 
vived, and the question put thereupon, it passed in 
the negative. 

And then the said report being again read, as 
follows: 


“That your committee have received from Lewis A- 
Scott, Secretary of the State of New York, a list of the 
number of votes given in each town in the counties of 
Rensselaer and Clinton, for John E. Van Allen and 
Henry K. Van Rensselaer, which list has been admitted 
by the said sitting member and petitioner to be a true 
and correct state of the ballots, estimated and canvass- 
ed at the said election. 

‘“‘It appears to your committee, that the allegations 
in regard to Stephentov n, viz: ‘That the petitioner had 
a greater number in the said town than was returned to 
be estimated and canvassed,’ even if proved, would not, 
consistently with the law of the State of New York, be 
sufficient to set aside the votes given at the election in 
the said town. 

“ That even should the irregularities complained of, 
with respect to the elections of the towns of Hoosack 
and Rensselaerwyck, be sufficient to set aside the votes 
given in the said towns, still it appears that the said 
John E. Van Allen has a majority of the remaining 
votes of the district, composed of the county of Rens- 
selaer and Clinton.” 


Resolved, That this House doth disagree to the 
said report. 

Resolved, That the allegations of the petition 
do not state corruption, nor irregularities of suffi- 
cient magnitude, under the law of New York, to 
invalide the election and return of John E. Van 
Allen to serve as a member in this House, and 
that, therefore, the said John E. Van Allen is duly 
elected. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


Since the communications which were made to you 
on the affairs of the United States with Spain, and on the 
truce between Portugal and Algiers, some other papers 
have been received, which, making a part of the same 
subjects, are now communicated for your information. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, December 23, 1793. 
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The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House, to whom are committed the confi- 
dential communications from the PresipeEnrt, re- 
specting the measures which have been pursued 
for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- 
som of prisoners, and establishment of peace with 
the Algerines. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the confidential communica- 
tions from the PrestDENnr, respecting the measures 
which have been pursued for obtaining a recogni- 
tion of the Treaty between the United States and 
Morocco, and for the ransom of prisoners, and es- 
tablishment of peace with the Algerines; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That the PresipenT oF THE UNITED 
Srates be requested to cause to be laid before 
this House the substance of all such laws, decrees, 
or ordinances, respecting commerce, in any of the 
Kingdoms or Countries with which the United 
States have commercial intercourse, and which 
have been received by the Secretary of State, 
and not already stated to this House, in his re- 

rt of the sixteenth instant. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wineate, Mr. New, and 
Mr. ArmsTrRoNG, be a cSmmittee to wait on the 
PRESIDENT, with the foregoing resolution. 





Tuurspay, December 26. 


A petition of Abram Trigg, of the State of 
Virginia, was presented to the House and read, 
complaining of an undue election and return of 
Francis Preston, to serve as a member of this 
House for the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Elections; that they do ex- 
amine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereon to the House. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the confidential 
communications from the PREsIDENT, respecting 
the measures which have been pursued for obtain- 
ing a recognition of the Treaty between the United 
States and Morocco, and for the ransom of pri- 
soners, and establishment of peace with the Al- 
gerines; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and had leave to sit again. 





Fripay, December 27. 


Daniet Hetster, from Pennsylvania, appear- 
ed, produced his credentials, and took his seat in 
the House. 

Mr. Leg, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill providing for destroyed certificates 
of certain descriptions; which was read the first 
time. 

TREATY WITH MOROCCO. 

A motion being made for going into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the subject which was under 
consideration yesterday— 

Mr. Nicuo.as observed, that he hoped the busi- 





HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Treaty with Morocco. 


ness would be kept up without shutting the gal- 
leries ; for the turn which the discussion took yes- 
terday, he said, it must appear to every member, 
that excluding the citizens from the gallery was 
unnecessary. 

Mr. Boupinor was of opinion, that the public 
business on the present occasion might be essen- 
tially injured by a public discussion. 

The rule of the House relative to the discussion 
of confidential communications was called for 
and read. This rule provides that the House shall 
be cleared of all persons but the members and 
clerk on such occasions. 

Several members spoke in terms of great dis- 
approbation of this rule. 

Mr. Boupinor observed, that the rule had been 
adopted after mature consideration, and he did not 
doubt that, when the reasons on which it was 
founded were fully known, it would appear to be 
a wise regulation. 

The question recurring for going into a Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Mapison said if the House voted to go into 
Committee of the Whole, he supposed it would be 
moved in the first place, to rescind the above rule. 
He then stated sundry objections to it; he differ- 
ed from Mr. Bouptnor, as to its origin; he said it 
was passed on a particular occasion, and stated 
sundry circumstances of that occasion ; he con- 
cluded by moving for a reconsideration of the 
rule. 

The debate was continued on the subject of the 
rule; in the course of which it was said, that se- 
crecy ina Republican Government wounds the 
majesty of the sovereign people; that this Go- 
vernment is in the hands of the people; and that 
they have a right to know all the transactions re- 
lative to their own affairs ; this — ought not to 
be infringed incautiously, for such secrecy tends 
to injure the confidence of the people in their 
own Government. 

In reply to these remarks, it was said, that be- 
cause this Government is Republican, it will not 
be pretended that it can have no secrets. The 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares is the deposi- 
tory of secret transactions ; his duty may lead him 
to delegate those secrets to the members of the 
House, and the success, safety, and energy of the 
Government may depend on keeping those secrets 
inviolably. The people have a right to be well 
governed ; they have interests as well as rights ; 
and it is the duty of the Legislature to take every 
possible measure to promote those interests. To 
discuss the secret transactions of the Government 

ublicly, was the ready way to sacrifice the pub- 
fic interest, and to deprive the Government of all 
foreign information, &c. 

The motion for going into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Algerine business being put, was 
carried; and the galleries were thereupon cleared. 





Monpay, December 30. 


Mr. Nicnotas moved for a reconsideration of 
the rule of the House, which provides for closing 
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the galleries during the discussion of confidential 
communications from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unirep States. 

Some debate ensued on this motion. It was 
urged, in its support, that the rule bore oppress- 
ively on the House; that it left no option with 
them to determine whether it was proper to close 
the doors on a particular occasion, or not. Every 
communication denominated “confidential” im- 
posed a necessity on the House for closing the 
doors. It had been said that the Committee on 
the Rules might report an alteration in this par- 
ticular rule. In answer to this, it was urged that 
the committee might not be ready to report for 
some time; in the interim, that no necessity ex- 
isted for the House having their deliberations 
hampered by this rule, which might be rescinded 
by a vote of the House. With respect to foreign 
connexions, it was observed, these are of a com- 
mercial nature, and, therefore, communications re- 
lative thereto ought to be made as public as possible, 
for the people at large are generally and immediate- 
ly concerned. Against the motion, it was said, no 
inconvenience had resulted from the operation of 
the rule; that, until the House experienced such 
inconvenience, to repeal a rule on the spur of a 

rticular occasion, which, in the nature of things, 
is evidently founded on propriety, betrays a versa- 
tility in the public councils that may be productive 
of pernicious consequences. The utility of the 
rule was expatiated on, in a reference to various 
objects of a secret and confidential nature. It was 
observed, that so far as respects the United States, 
independent of all connexion with other countries, 
the rule was nugatory ; but when it is considered 
that the United States are one of the nations of 
the earth, and have very important interests to 
consult in relation to their connexion with foreign 
countries, it follows, of course, that very import- 
ant secrets may exist, and the Government may 
be deprived of the most essential information from 
their foreign agents, should all security be re- 
moved for the safe-keeping of confidential commu- 
nications. It was observed, that the connexion of 
this country with foreign nations, involved other 
considerations than those of a commercial nature. 

The motion, after some further remarks, was 
varied so as to amount to an amendment only of 
the rule. The purport of this amendment is, that 
the rule should leave the House at liberty to dis- 
cuss confidential communications publicly, if they 
see proper, after they have been privately read. 
The amendment was agreed to, in the following 
words: 


“ Resolved, That it be a standing order of this House, 
that, whenever confidential communications are received 
from the President of the United States, the House shall 
be cleared of all persons except the members and the 
Clerk, and so continue during the reading of such com- 
munications, and (unless otherwise directed by the 
House) during all debates and proceedings to be had 
thereon ; and that when the Speaker, or any other mem- 
ber, shall inform the House that he has communications 
to make which he conceives ought to be kept secret, the 
House shall, in like manner, be cleared, till the communi- 
cation be made ; the House shall then determine whether 


the matter communicated requires secrecy, or not, and 
take order accordingly.” 


Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House to whom were referred the confidential 
communications from the PresiDENT, respecting 
the transactions of the Government of the United 
States with Spain, be discharged from further 
proceeding on the same. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the confidential 
communications from the PresiDeet, respecting 
the measures which have been pursued for obtain- 
ing a recognition of the Treaty between the Unit- 
ed States and Morocco, and for the ransom of 
prisoners, and establishment of peace with the Al- 
gerines; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Tuespay, December 31. 


A petition of the Chief Clerks in several of the 
Executive Departments of the Government of the 
United States, was presented tothe House and read, 
stating the insufficiency of the salaries allowed 
them by law, and praying that the same may be 
increased, and rendered more adequate to their 
services. Laid on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act making an alteration in the Flag of the United 
States ;” to which they desire the concurrence of 
the House. 

The said bill was read twice and committed. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatwes : 


I now transmit you a Report, by the Secretary of 
State, of such laws, decrees, and ordinances, or their 
substance, respecting commerce in the countries with 
which the United States have commercial intercourse, 
as he has received, and had not stated in his Report of 
the 16th instant. G. WASHINGTON. 

_Uniren Statss, December 30, 1793. 


The said Message and Report were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, on the confidential 
communications from the Presipen’, respecting 
the measures which have been pursued for obtain- 
ing a recognition of the Treaty between the Unit- 
ed States and Morocco, and for the ransom of 
prisoners, and establishment of peace with the 
Algerines ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose, and had leave to sit again. 


The following Message was received fron the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Untrep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you, for your consideration, a Letter from 
the Secretary of State, informing me of certain impedi- 
ments which have arisen to the coinage of the precious 
metals at the Mint. 

As also,a Letter from the same officer, relative to 
certain advances of money, which have been made on 
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public account. Should you think proper to sanction 
what has been done, or be of opinion that anything 
more shall be done in the same way, you will judge 
whether there are not circumstances which would ren- 
der secrecy expedient. . G. WASHINGTON. 
Unitep States, December 30, 1793. 
The said Message and Letters being read, 
Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the 
impediments which have arisen to the coinage of 
the precious metals at the Mint, be referred to Mr. 
WivutiaM Smita, Mr. Ames, and Mr. Nixes; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report the 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 
Ordered, That such other parts of the said Mes- 
sage and Letters, as relate to certain advances of 
money, which have been made on public account, 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 





Wepnespay, January 1, 1794. 


Urian Forrest and Tuomas Sprice, from Ma- 
ryland, appeared, produced their credentials, and 
took their seats in the House. 

Ordered, That the Message received yesterday 
from the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, ac- 
companying a Report from the Secretary of State, 
of the substance of such laws, decrees, and ordi- 
nances, respecting commerce in the countries with 
which the Unite States have commercial inter- 
course, as he has received since his Report of the 
16th instant, be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House, to whom are committed the confi- 
dential communications from the PresipDENT, re- 
specting the measures which have been pursued 
for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty between 
the United States and Morocco, and for the ran- 
som of prisoners, and establishment of peace with 
the Algerines. 

A memoria! of William Patterson, Samuel Ster- 
rit, and Gustavus Scott, the committee appointed 
by the Legislature of Maryland to draw for, and 
distribute the moneys granted by that State for 
the relief of the French emigrants from the island 
of St. Domingo, was presented to the House and 
read, stating that their funds are nearly exhausted, 
and praying the relief and aid of Congress in the 
premises. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Samuet Sirsa, Mr. Rurwerrorp, and Mr. 
SmIvie; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the confidential com- 
munications from the Presipent, respecting the 
measures which have been pursued for obtaining 
a recognition of the Treaty between the United 
States and Morocco, and for the ransom of prison- 
ers, and the establishment of peace with the Al- 

erines; and, after some time spent therein, the 
ommittee rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Tuurspay, January 2. 


Isaac Cotes, from Virginia, and WiLLiam Bar- 
RY Grove, from North Carolina, appeared, pro- 


duced their credentials, and took their seats in the 
House. 

The House: proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole House on the confidential communica- 
tions from the Presipent, respecting the mea- 
sures which have been pursued for obtaining a re- 
cognition of the Treaty between the United States 
and Morocco, and for the ransom of prisoners, and 
establishment of peace with the Algerines. Where- 
upon, the first and second of the said resolutions 
being severally twice read, were, on the question 
put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as follow: 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding dol- 
lars, be appropriated, in addition to the provision 
heretofore made, to defray any expense which 
may be incurred in relation to the intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations. 

Resolved, That a naval force, adequate to the 
protection of the commerce of the United States 
against the Algerine corsairs, ought to be pro- 
vided. 

The third resolution being read in the words 
following : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port to this House the naval force necessary for 
the purposes aforesaid, together with an estimate 
of the expense— 

A motion was made and seconded to amend the 
same, by adding to the end thereof, the words 
“and the ways and means for defraying the same :” 

And the question being put thereupon, it was 
resolved in the affirmative—yeas 46, nays 44, as 
follows : 


Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel 
Christie, Abraham-Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Daw- 
son, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, 
William B. Grove, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, William Irvine, Richard Bland Lee, 
Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Jo- 
seph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgo- 
mery, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, An- 
drew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John 
S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tred- 
well, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, Paine Wingate, and 
Richard Winn. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Elias Bou- 
dinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lam- 
bert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua 
Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitz- 
simons, Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
Samuel Griffin, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, Sa- 
muel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, 
William Lyman, Francis Malbone, Peter Muhlenberg, 
William Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Thomas Scott, 
Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Ze- 
phaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, and John Watts. 





And then the main question being put, that the 
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House do agree to the said resolution, amended to 
read as follows : 

“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report 
to this House the naval force necessary for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, together with an estimate of the ex- 
pense, and the ways and means for defraying the same :” 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Goopnve, 
Mr. Jeremiah Wapswortn, Mr. Forrest, Mr. 
Ma pons, Mr. Boupinot, Mr. Parker, Mr. Ma- 
con, and Mr. Winn, be appointed a committee 
pursuant to the last resolution. 





Fripay, January 3. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary 
of State on the privileges and restrictions on the 
commerce of the United States in foreign countries. 

Mr. Manison, after some general observations 
on the Report, entered into a more particular con- 
sideration of the subject. He remarked, that the 
commerce of the United States is not, at this day, 
on that respectable footing to which, from its na- 
ture and importance, it is entitled. He recurred 
to its situation previous to the adoption of the 
Constitution, when conflicting systems prevailed 
in the different States. The then existing state of 
things gave rise to that Convention of Delegates 
from the different parts of the Union, who met to 
deliberate on some general principles for the regu- 
lation of commerce, which might be conducive, in 
their operation, to the general welfare, and that 
such measures should be adopted as would concili- 
ate the friendship and good faith of those countries 
who were disposed to enter into the nearest com- 
mercial connexions with us. But what has been 
the result of the system which has been pursued 
ever since? What is the present situation of our 
commerce? From the situation in which we find 
ourselves after four years’ experiment, he ob- 
served, that it appeared incumbent on the United 
States to see whether they could not now take 
measures promotive of those objects for which the 
Government was in a great degree instituted. 
Measures of moderation, firmness, and decision, he 
was persuaded, were now necessary to be adopted, 
in order to narrow the sphere of our commerce 
with those nations who see proper not to meet us 
on terms of reciprocity. 

Mr. M. then read the following resolutions : 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That the 
interest of the United States would be promoted by 
further restrictions and higher duties, in certain cases, 
on the manufactures and navigation of foreign nations 
employed in the commerce of the United States, than 
those now imposed. 

“1, Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
an additional duty ought to be laid on the following ar- 
ticles, manufactured by European nations having no 
commercial treaty with the United States: On all arti- 
cles of which leather is the material of chief value, an 
additional duty of per centum ad valorem ; on 
all manufactured iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, 
or articles of which either of these metals is the mate- 
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rial of chief value, an additional duty of per centum 
ad valorem ; on all articles of which cotton is the me- 
terial of chief value, an additional duty of per 
centum ad valorem ; on all cloths of which wool is the 
material of chief value, where the estimated value on 
which the duty is payable, is above , an additional 
duty of per centum ad valorem ; where such value 
is below , an additional duty of per centum 
ad valorem ; on all cloths of which hemp or flax is the 
material of chief value, and of which the estimated value 
on which the duty is payable, is below » an addi- 
tional duty of per centum ad valorem; on all 
manufactures of which silk is the material of chief value, 
an additional duty of per centum ad valorem. 

“2. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
an additional duty of per ton, ought to be laid on 
the vessels belonging to the nations having no commer- 
cial treaty with the United States. 

“3. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
the duty on vessels belonging to the nations having 
commercial treaties with the United States, ought to be 
reduced to per ton. 

“4. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
where any nation may refuse to consider as vessels of 
the United States, any vessels not built within the 
United States, the foreign built vessels of such nation 
ought to be subjected to a like refusal, unless built 
within the United States. 

“5. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That, 
where any nation may refuse to admit the produce or 
manufactures of the United States, unless in vessels be- 
longing to the United States, or to admit them in ves- 
sels of the United States, if last imported from any place 
not within the United States, a like restriction ought, 
after the day of , to be extended to the pro- 
duce and manufactures of such nation, and that, in the 
mean time, a duty of per ton extraordinary ought 
to be imposed on vessels so importing any such produce 
or manufacture. 

“6. Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That, 
where any nation may refuse to the vessels of the Unit- 
ed States a carriage of the produce or manufactures 
thereof, whilst such produce or manufactures are ad- 
mitted by it in its own vessels, it would be just to make 
the restriction reciprocal ; but, inasmuch as such a mea- 
sure, if suddenly adopted, might be particularly dis- 
tressing in cases which merit the benevolent attention 
of the United States, it is expedient, for the present, 
that a tonnage extraordinary only of , be imposed 
on the vessels so employed; and that all distilled spi- 
rits imported therein shall be subject to an additional 
duty of one part of the existing duty. 

“7 Resolved, as the opinion of this committee, That 
provision ought to be made for liquidating and ascer- 
taining the losses sustained by citizens of the United 
States, from the operation of particular regulations of 
any country contravening the Law of Nations, and that 
such losses be reimbursed, in the first instance, out of 
the additional duties on the manufactures, productions, 
and vessels of the nation establishing such unlawful 
regulations.” 

Mr. M. took a general view of the proba- 
ble effects which the adoption of something like 
the resolutions he had proposed, would produce. 
They would produce, respecting many articles im- 
ported, a competition which would enable coun- 
tries who do not now supply us with those articles, 
to do it, and would increase the encouragement on 
such as we can produce within ourselves. We 
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should also obtain an equitable share in carrying 
our own produce ; we should enter into the field of 
competition on equal terms, and enjoy the actual 
benefit of advantages which nature and the spirit 
of our people entitle us to. 

He adverted to the advantageous situation this 
country is entitled to stand in, considering the na- 
ture of our exports and returns. Our exports are 
bulky, and therefore must employ much shipping, 
which might be nearly all our own: our exports 
are chiefly necessaries of life, or raw materials, 
the food for the manufacturers of other nations. 
On the contrary, the chief of what we receive 
from other countries, we can either do without, or 
produce substitutes. 

It is in the power of the United States, he con- 
ceived, by exerting her natural rights, without vio- 
lating the rights, or even the equitable pretensions 
of other nations—by doing no more than most na- 
tions do for the protection of their interests, and 
much less than some, to make her interests re- 
spected ; for, what we receive from other nations 
are but luxuries to us, which, if we choose to 
throw aside, we could deprive part of the manu- 
tacturers of those luxuries, of even bread, if we are 
forced, to the contest of self-denial. This being the 
case, our country may make her enemies feel the 
extent of her power. We stand, with respect to 
the nation exporting those luxuries, in the relation 
of an opulent individual to the laborer, in produc- 
ing the superfluities for his accommodation; the 
former can do without those luxuries, the con- 
sumption of which gives bread to the latter. 

He did not propose, or wish that the United 
States should, at present, go so far in the line 
which his resolutions point to, as they might go. 
The extent to which the principles involved in 
those resolutions should be carried, will depend 
upon filling up the blanks. To go to the very ex- 
tent of the principle immediately, might be incon- 
venient. He wished, only, that the Legislature 
should mark out the ground on which we think 
we can stand ; perhaps it may produce the effect 
wished for, without unnecessary irritation; we 
need not at first go every length. 

Another consideration would induce him, he 
said, to be moderate in filling up the blanks—not 
to wound public credit. He did not wish to risk 
any sensible diminution of the public revenue. He 
believed that if the blanks were filled with judg- 
ment, the diminution of the revenue, from a di- 
minution in the quantity of imports, would be 
counterbalanced by the increase in the duties. 

The last resolution he had proposed, he said, is, 
in a manner, distinct from the rest. The nation 
is bound by the most sacred obligation, he con- 
ceived, to protect the rights of its citizens against 
a violation of them from any quarter ; or, if they 
cannot protect, they are bound to repay the damage. 

It is a fact authenticated to this House by com- 
munications from the Executive, that there are 
regulations established by some European nations, 
contrary to the Law of Nations, by which our 
property is seized and disposed of in such a way 
that damages haveaccrued. Weare bound either 
to obtain reparation for the injustice, or compen- 
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sate the damage. It is only in the first instance, 
no doubt, that the burden is to be thrown upon the 
United States. The proper Department of Go- 
vernment will, no doubt, take proper steps to ob- 
tain redress. The justice of foreign nations will 
certainly not permit them to deny reparation when 
the breach of the Law of Nations appear evi- 
dently; at any rate, it is just that the individual 
should not suffer. He believed the amount of the 
damages that would come within the meaning of 
this resolution, would not be very considerable. 

Mr. M.’s resolutions being seconded, were pre- 
sented and read by the Clerk. 

Mr. W. Smirs rose to make some remarks on 
the observations of Mr. Mapison, when a motion 
was made by Mr. Firzsimons, that the Commit- 
tee should rise, and report progress, and that the 
House should give order for printing the reso- 
lutions. 

After some further remarks by two or three 
members, Mr. Maptson said he had no wish to 
precipitate the discussion; he was content that 
the Committee should now rise, and that a future 
early day should be assigned. 

The motion for the Committee’s rising being 
put, was agreed to. The Committee rose accord- 
ingly, and reported progress. 

A question then occurred as to the day on which 
the business should be taken into consideration. 
Next Monday was mentioned. 

Mr. Ames proposed next Monday week. He 
observed that the resolutions involved the great- 
est interests of this country; that, for himself, he 
could not possibly be prepared to discuss the sub- 
ject by Monday next. The Report of the Secre- 
tary was incomplete; a supplementary Report 
had been received from that officer, which had 
not yet been printed, and he believed that the 
members were not possessed of a knowledge of its 
contents; he could speak for himself at least. He 
further remarked, that the subject required the 
most mature deliberation of the House. Sudden 
and hasty decisions might be followed with the 
most serious effects; they might involve the sa- 
crifice of the essential interests, or the honor of the 
United States. 

Mr. Manpison said, he saw no necessity for a 
very distant day ; the subject was not a new one ; 
it existed previous to the present Government; it 
had been repeatedly before the Legislature of the 
United States ; it had been amply dilated on in 
reports and public dissertations; he did not con- 
ceive there was a single proposition contained in 
the resolutions which had not been repeatedly re- 
volved in the minds of every member of the 
House. He supposed an early discussion would 
be the most eligible, as the members would, as it 
proceeded, naturally throw light upon it. 

Mr. W. Smiru was in favor of Monday week. 
He supposed that many documents would be 
wanted by the members, which were not now in 
the possession of the House. Besides, he ob- 
served that, as soon as the present question was 
got rid of, he should lay before the House <—e7 
resolutions respecting foreign tonnage, whic 
would naturally connect themselves with the re- 
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solutions brought forward by the member from 
Virginia. 

r. NicHoLas was in favor of Wednesday. He 
wished for an early discussion. He thought the 
subject would receive more light from the public 
deliberations of the members themselves, than it 
would derive from their studies in their cham- 
bers ; the discussion will be interesting ; it cannot 
be hurried, and no sudden decision need be anti- 
cipated from as early a day as Wednesday. 

Mr. Murray was in favor of Monday week. 
He differed from the gentleman last up, that a 
public collision on this or any other subject, was 
the most probable way to strike out the truth. 
The calm and dispassionate consideration of | ~ 
positions at leisure, appeared to him more likely 
to be succeeded by a just and sound decision. He 
wished for more time than some gentlemen ap- 
peared willing to allow. 

Mr. S. Smiru was in favor of Monday week. 
He enumerated a number of documents which he 
thought would be found necessary to enable the 
members to judge with precision. He considered 
the subject as highly important to his constitu- 
ents, on which too much deliberation could 
scarcely be bestowed. It refers to taxes and new 
impositions on trade, the expediency of which 
ought to be maturely considered. The object of 
the propositions are evidently a commercial war- 
fare ; this is commonly introductive of another 
species of contest—a very serious consideration. 
The gentleman who brought forward the resolu- 
tions, had probably matured his ideas on the sub- 
ject. For his part, he had not; he required more 
time. 

The motion for Monday week being put, was 
carried by a large majority. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to this House a comparative view of the 
tonnage employed in the trade between the Unit- 
ed States and foreign countries, for the years 1790, 
1791, and 1792; also, that he report the actual ton- 
nage of vessels of the United States, employed in 
one year, between the United States and foreign 
countries. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill providing for de- 
stroyed certificates of certain descriptions ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose, 
and had leave to sit again. 





Monpay, January 6. 


James Giitespie, from North Carolina, ap- 
pen his credentials, and took his seat 
in the House. 


PAY OF SOLDIERS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States. The bill being read, 

On the clause of the bill for augmenting the pay 
of the soldiers from three to four dollars per month, 
Mr. Irvine proposed an addition of a fifth dollar, 
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which seemed to meet the unanimous sense of the 
members; but Mr. Cuark thought this last aug- 
mentation too great. They might, in this way of 
proceeding, raise the pay in time to ten dollars a 
month. 

Mr. Scorr was of opinion that there was no 
just proportion between the wages of ordinary 
5 and that of military service. He could not 
hire a workman, who was to sleep at peace in his 
bed, and to dine at a good table, for the pay that 
was given to a soldier for enduring the hardships 
of his dangerous profession. An augmentation of 
their pay would flatter the troops. It would put 
them in good humor; and therefore he hoped that 
the five dollars would be carried through the 
House. 

Mr. Smuiuie said, that the expense of living had 
been considerably raised in every part of the 
United States. The pay of the soldiers ought, in 
common justice, to be advanced in an equal de- 
gree with that of the other persons employed in 
the service of the State. Congress had lately re- 
ceived a petition from some gentlemen employed 
in the publie offices of Philadelphia. The officers 
of the Army had been talking of a similar neces- 
sity of an advance in their pay. The United 
States ought to pay well, that they might obtain 
good men. Many recruits had, upon late occa- 
sions, enlisted, and several of them in Philadelphia, 
who never should have been admitted into the 
Military Establishment of any nation whatever. 

Mr. Wapsworru did not see any reason for the 
proposed additional dollar per month. If he had 
thought it necessary, he should have been very 
ready to mention it. In the States north of Penn- 
sylvania, the wages of a common laborer were 
not, upon the whole, superior to those of a com- 
mon soldier. It had been alleged that, by aug- 
menting the pay of the troops, we should get bet- 
ter men. This was a doctrine which he, for one, 
did not understand. The present Western Army 
were as good troops as ever went into the field, 
and much better than the late Continental Army. 
Men of a sober character did not and would not 
enlist. Recruits might have very good morals, 
and it was certain that many honest men did not 
love labor. Curiosity, levity, the heat of youth, 
and other very excusable motives, sent people to 
the Army; but it never was, nor ever will be, the 
place where a thoughtful and industrious private 
man would be ambitious to exert histalents. For 
this reason, he was convinced that to enlarge the 
pay would answer no good purpose. As to the 
militia, who were, many of them, substantial 
people, it was in vain to imagine that they would 
fulfil the end of an Army in the Indian war. They 
had been tried, and the experiment had failed. 
He again adverted to the impossibility of supply- 
ing the ranks with recruits above the most ordi- 
nary classes of life. He never had seenan Army, 
such as it was believed that the additional dollar 
would assemble, and he despaired ever to see such 
an Army. There was, however, an act of bounty, 
which might be of infinite service to the troops, 
and which he should take a future opportunity of 
moving. He referred to a provision for the widows 
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and children of such soldiers as should happen to 
lose their lives in the service. 

Mr. Bovuntnor said, that he should be very sorry 
torecommend the augmentation, if he thought 
that it would induce farmers, and sober, indus- 
trious — to quit their families and professions 
in exc e for a military life. This, he thought, 
would indeed be a very alarming consequence, 
and, did he apprehend it, he should undoubtedly 
oppose the intended increase. He had no appre- 
hensions of that kind. America would be in a 
very bad situation, indeed, if an additional pay of 
twelve dollars a year could bribe a farmer or 
manufacturer to enlist. He should look ver 
strange at any of his neighbors who should tell 
him that they had embraced such an offer. In- 
stead of augmenting the pay, perhaps it was better 
to add something to the rations; those, for ex- 
ample, of salt and flour. He thought it safest to 
agree to the four dollars, because if they voted for 
five, the bill would probably be thrown out of the 
other House; and thus, by grasping at too much 
the movers of the amendment would lose the bill 
altogether. Originally, troops had been raised for 
less than two dollars per month. The pay had 
since been augmented to three, and was now on 
the way of being raised to four. He wished to 
make its advances gradual. If we looked at the 
situations of other countries, and contemplated the 
state of their finances, we should be convinced that 
America paid her troops as well in proportion to 
her ability as any other people in the world, and 
that her soldiers had no right to complain. 

Mr. Montaomery spoke a few words in favor 
of an advance to five dollars. 

Mr. Scorr said, that Pennsylvania had some- 
time ago raised a few companies of soldiers for 
her frontier service, and given them two pounds 
ten shillings currency per month, which was equal 
to six dollars and two-thirds. In consequence of 
this, the companies had been filled with some of 
the most respectable kind of people in the country. 
They were quite of a different class from the re- 
cruits raised for the Western Army. He wished 
to try the five dollars. This superior pay was re- 
ported to have hurt the Continental recruiting 
service. He thought it very possible that such 
had been the case. If Government give the pro- 
posed five dollars, the Continental Army might, 
perhaps, get all the levies which it wanted from 
these very companies. 

Mr. Hunter would have voted for six dollars. 

Mr. Bearry said, that he was for giving five 
dollars, from a conviction that it was requisite for 
the service. 

Mr. Smivie was decidedly for the additional 
augmentation. The recruits, he said, who had 
been raised in this city were sad fellows, and not 
fit to be trusted. Better pay would bring forward 
better men. 

Mr. Samira said that, as to the rate of labor, 
good men were hired to work in Vermont for 
eighteen pounds a year, which is equal to four 
dollars per month, and out of that they find their 
own clothes. He thought it a very dangerous 
plan to raise the wages of soldiers at this time, 





when every article was above its natural price; 
because, when things return to their old level, it 
would be impossible to reduce their wages. The 
people of Europe had, by their wars, increased 
the demand for the produce of our farms, and this 
had raised the wages of labor. The members of 
Congress had six dollars per day, and it would be 
no easy matter to alter that, which he seemed to 
hint might not be quite improper. He thought 
that high pay would only serve to make the sol- 
diers get drunk. It would be much better to give 
them some substantial gratification at the end of 
the service. 

Mr. Wapsworrh said that the Army, in getting 
four dollars, got plenty, and he despaired of seeing 
five dollars pass through that House; but, were 
they to vote twenty dollars, they never would be 
able to enlist that class of men whom it was ex- 
pected five dollars would collect. A member had 
mentioned, as a proof of the possibility of enlisting 
the sons of farmers, the instance of a party in one 
of the New England States, who had formed 
themselves into a military body, and had gone 
westward in quest of a settlement, but were cut 
to pieces by the Indians. He knew this, and he 
had likewise heard of others who had since gone 
from the same quarter, and upon the same errand. 
He had inquired about their characters, and had 
found, just as he had expected, that they were 
very honest, good sort of people, but somewhat of 
a rambling disposition, and not remarkably indus- 
trious. As to the notion of enlisting men, and at- 
taching them to their country, by five dollars a 
month, it would not do. The old Continental 
Army were very good soldiers, but certainly some 
of them did not fight for the sake of their country, 
since they deserted by scores. They were, how- 
ever, brought back, and fought very well. Their 
reasons for deserting, he did not pretend to know; 
but this he knew, that they were very idle and 
very worthless fellows, which did not hinder them 
from doing their duty. Mr. W.added, that it was 
a mistake to propose giving five dollars a month 
for fear that we should not be able to get recruits. 
In a short time our communication by sea would 
be cut off. We would likewise be prevented from 
emigrations into the back country. Recruits would 
then be had in the greatest abundance for four 
dollars a month, as great numbers of people would 
then be thrown out of employment, and enlist for 
want of it. 

The amendment to the bill, of adding two dol- 
lars instead of one, was rejected. 

Mr. Ciark then moved, as an amendment of 
the bill, that that there should be an addition of 
four ounces of bread or flour, and four ounces of 
meat to each ration. 

Mr. Hart.ey was for augmenting the rations. 
He knew that they were too small. In cultivated 
countries they might do, but not in the back 

woods, where vegetables were not to be had. 

Mr. WapsworTtH was convinced that the ra- 
tions were sufficient, unless on a march. He spoke, 
he said, from experience. 

Mr. Gries had been frequently informed by 
officers in the Army, that the rations were all de- 
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fective. In the back woods, the soldiers had been 
often reduced to such distress for want of vegeta- 
_— as to go in search of acorns to supply their 
ace. 

a Mr. Firzsimons said, that he had been informed 
that the principal objection to the rations was the 
inferior quality of the meat, and that this arose 
from the leanness of the cattle, as being exhausted 
by hard driving. Instead, therefore, of a regular 
increase, it might perhaps be better to provide for 
accidental contingencies. 

Mr. Murray moved, and his motion was se- 
conded, to amend the amendment by striking out 
the words, and “ four dunces of meat.” 

Mr. Situ said, that an aid-de-camp, who was 
his relation, and now serving in the Army, had 
wrote him that they were just now well fed, well 
clothed, in good health, and as good spirits as an 
Army had ever enjoyed. The reason of the com- 
mon rations of provisions failing in a march, was 
owing to the waste in cooking. The amendment 
of Mr. Cuiark, and the additional amendment of 
Mr. Murray, were both withdrawn. 

The Committee now rose and reported the 
amendment, and the bill and amendment were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
report whether any, and what, alteration ought to 
be made in the ration now allowed to the troops 
of the United States; and that Mr. Irvine, Mr. 
Dearporn, and Mr. Hester, be the said com- 
mittee. 





Tvuespay, January 7. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 

I lay before you an official statement of the expendi- 
ture to the end of the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, from the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
granted to defray the contingent expenses of Govern- 
ment, by an act passed on the twenty-sixth of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Ustrep Srares, January 7, 1794. 


The said Message and statement were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Another Message was received from the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 

Experience has shown that it would be useful to 
have an officer particularly charged, under the direction 
of the Department of War, with the duties of receiving, 
safe-keeping, and distributing the public supplies, in all 
cases in which the laws and the course of service do not 
devolve them upon other officers; and also, with that 
of superintending, in all cases, the issues in detail of 
supplies, with power for that purpose to bring to ac- 
count all persons intrusted to make such issues in rela- 
tion thereto. An establishment of this nature, by se- 
curing a regular and punctual accountability for the 
issues of public supplies, would be a great guard against 
abuse, would tend to insure their due application, and 
to give public satisfaction on that point. 
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I therefore recommend to the consideration of Con- 
gress the expediency of an establishment of this na- 
ture, under such regulations as shall appear to them 
advisable. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitrep States, January 7, 1794. 

The said Message was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the com- 
mittee appointed on Thursday last, on the subject 
of the Algerine communications, that they prepare 
and report to the House an estimate of the ex- 
pense that will be requisite to place the principal 
seaports and harbors of the United States in a 
state of defence. 

Ordered, That the Report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, of the sums necessary to be appro- 
priated for the service of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, which was made 
on the twenty-third ultimo, be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on Thursday 
next. 

Mr. TruMBULL, from the committee appvinted 
to prepare and report such Standing Rules and 
Orders of proceeding as are proper to be observed 
in this House, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 


FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “ An act making an alteration in the Flag 
of the United States.” 

Mr. Goopuve thought it a trifling business, 
which ought not to engross the attention of the 
House, when it was their duty to discuss matters 
of infinitely greater consequence. If we are to 
alter the Flag from thirteen to fifteen stripes, with 
two additional stars, because Vermont and Ken- 
tucky have been added, we may go on adding and 
altering at this rate for one hundred years to come. 
It is very likely, before fifteen years elapse, we 
shall consist of twenty States. The Flag ought 
to be permanent. 

Mr. Lyman was of a different opinion. He 
thought it of the greatest consequence not to of- 
fend the new States. 

Mr. Tuatcuer ridiculed the idea of being at so 
much trouble, as a consummate specimen of fri- 
volity. At this rate, every State should alter its 
public seal when an additional county or town- 
ship was formed. He was sorry to see the House 
take up their time with such trifles. 

Mr. Greenvp considered it of very great conse- 
quence to inform the rest of the world that we had 
now two additional States. 

Mr. Nites was very sorry that such a matter 
should even for a moment have hindered the 
House from going into more important affairs. 
He did not think the alteration either worth the 
trouble of adopting or rejecting; but he supposed 
that the shortest way to get rid of it was to agree 
to it, and for that reason, and no other, he advised 
to pass it as soon as possible. 

he Committee agreed to it, and the Chairman 
reported the bill. The House then took it up. 
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Mr. Bovpinor thought it of consequence to 

keep the citizens of Vermont and Kentucky in 

humor. They might be affronted at our re- 
jecting the bill. 

Mr. Goopuus said, he felt for the honor of the 
House, when spending their time on such sort of 
business. But, since it must be passed, he had 
only to beg this favor, that it might not appear 
upon the journals, and go into the world as the 
first of the bills passed this session. 

Mr. Mapison was for the bill passing. 

Mr. Giies thought it very proper that the idea 
should be preserved of the number of our States, 
and the number of stripes corresponding. The 
expense was but trifling, compared with that of 
forming the Government of a new State. 

Mr. Smrru said. that this alteration would cost 
him five hundred dollars, and every vessel in the 
Union sixty. He could not conceive what the 
Senate meant by sending them such bills. He 
supposed that it must be for want of something 
better todo. He should indulge them, but let us 
have no more alterations of this sort. Let the 
Flag be permanent. 

It was ordered that the bill be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

A motion was then made for publishing the 
resolutions of the House concerning the Algerine 
business. 

Mr. WapsworTtu recommended publicity. He 
said that their talking so much about secrecy 
made the world believe they really had a secret, 
when in fact they had none. It reminded him of 
a story in the last war. They intended a secret 
expedition into Canada; but unluckily they let a 
clergyman into the story, and he next Sunday 
offered up his prayers from the pulpit for its suc- 
cess, which put an end to it. The House agreed 
to the publication of the resolutions. 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy im- 

sed by the House, so far as relates to the reso- 
utions agreed to on Thursday last, on the subject 
of the confidential communications from the Pre- 
SIDENT, respecting the measures which have been 
pepe for obtaining a recognition of the Treaty 

etween the United States and Morocco, and for 
the ransom of prisoners, and establishment of peace 
with the Algerines, be removed, and that the said 
resolutions be published. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to se- 
lect such parts of the Prestpent’s Communica- 
tions, respecting the Regency of Algiers, as his 
Letter, accompanying said Communications, sug- 
gests it would be proper to keep secret, and that 
Woy Tapers the same to the House. 

dered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill for regulating Pilots in 
the bay and river Delaware, and for the establish- 
ment and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, 
and public piers; and that Mr. Wituiam Smita, 
Mr. Frrzsimons, and Mr. Htiiuovss, be the said 
committee. 





Wepnespay, January 8. 
The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
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making an alteration in the Flag of the United 
States,” was read the third time. 

Mr. B. Bourne moved that it should be refer- 
red to a select committee. 

Mr. Wars seconded the motion. He said his 
object was, to have a clause added to establish the 
Flag of the United States, so that in case of new 
accessions to the Union, future applications for 
alterations may be precluded; he added, that he 
supposed the title of the bill, should the amend- 
ment he proposed take place, ought to be a bill to 
establish the Flag of the United States. 

The motion for a reference to a select commit- 
tee being put, was negatived—49 to 39. 

Mr. W. then moved that the bill should be re- 
committed to the Committee of the Whole, for 
the purpose of introducing a clause to fix, for ever, 
the Flag of the United States. This motion was 
lost. 

And, on the question that the bill do pass, it was 
resolved in the affirmative—yeas 50, nays 42, as 
follows: 

Yras.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, 'Fhomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, William J. Daw- 
son, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, 
William Findley, William B. Giles, Christopher Green- 
up, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, George Han- 
cock, Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, John Hunter, William Irvine, William 
Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
M‘Dowell, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter 
Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Jo- 
siah Parker, Andrew Pickins, Francis Preston, Robert 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cort- 
landt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin 
Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah 
Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, 
Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Hillhouse, Samuel Holten, Amasa Learned, 
Richard Bland Lee, Mathew Locke, Francis Malbone, 
Alexander Mebane, Joseph Neville, John S. Sherburne, 
Jeremiah Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Si- 
las Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan 
Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas 
Ward, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 


Mr. Irvine, from the committee appointed to 
report whether any, and what, alteration ought to 
be made in the ration now allowed to the troops 
of the United States, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the bill providing 
for destroyed certificates of certain descriptions ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had again had the 
said bill under consideration, and made several 
amendments thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 
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MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


It was then moved, that the House proceed to 
consider the bill, for the better support of the Mili- 
tary Establishment of the United States. Agreed 
to. 
The Clerk then read an amendment agreed to 
by the Committee of the Whole House, as to grant- 
ing years of half-pay to the widows and or- 

hans of such soldiers as die in the service of the 
nited States. 

Mr. Beatty then moved a second amendment, 
which was, in substance, that an addition to the 
pay at present given to the non-commissioned offi- 
cers and soldiers, that, for those hereafter enlisted, 
a certain sum per month shall be allowed, and 
reserved, and be given to him at the time of his dis- 
charge; and if he dies, before the end of his service, 
the money shall be paid to his representatives. 
Mr. B. also wished this gratuity to be unaliena- 
ble, that a non-commissioned officer or soldier 
might not be tempted to dispose of it beforehand, 
for less than its value, and thereby disappoint the 
benevolent design of the House. 

Mr. Wapswortu proposed to add, as an amend- 
ment, the word officers, before the words “non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers.” He said, that 
the officers were more depressed than the soldiers. 
which was known to the whole country. 

Mr. Smitx could not consent to this amend- 
ment, without better information than any which 
he yet had. 

Mr. Scorrt said, that he could not believe that 
the officers of the Army were in a state of de- 
pression. He, at this time, could mention forty 
applications for military commissions. There 
were great numbers of country gentlemen who 
would be glad to get them. It was the private 
men who wanted encouragement. 

Mr. Smiuie thought that the amendment of Mr. 
Wapsworrtn, upon the amendment of Mr. Brat- 
TY, came in awkwardly in this place. He was 
friendly to the general ideas, but disliked the 
mode. 

Mr. Bovuptnot moved to strike out the words 
hereafter enlisted, and to apply the bounty to eve- 
ry non-commissioned officer and soldier in the 
service. There was no good reason for such a 
material distinction between the old soldiers and 
the new levies. The amendment would then 
meet his wishes. 

Mr. Wapswortx withdrew his amendment 
upon the amendment, and the original amend- 
ment of Mr. Warrs, with the bill, was referred 
to a select committee. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be re-committed to Messrs. Beatry, IRviNeE, 
Jeremiah Wapswortn, Dearsorn, and VAN 
GAASBECK. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported oe by the Committee of the 
Whole House, to the bill providing for destroyed 
certificates of certain descriptions: whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 





Military Establishment— Estimates of Appropriations. 


[January, 1794, 








ments, be re-committed to Messrs. Gites, Dex- 
TER, SHEARJASHUB Bourne, Ler, and Ciarx. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the Secretary, 
of the sums necessary to be appropriated for the 
service of the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said report under consideration, and 
come to a resolution thereupon; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. , 
Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow, 
again resolve itself intoa Committee of the Whole 
ouse on the said report. 





Fripay, January 10. 


ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the statements and estimates of appro- 
priations for the current year, 1794. 

Mr. Gites suggested several reasons for sepa- 
rating the items and the estimate of appropria- 
tions for the Civil List, and for discharging the 
current expenses of Government, from the articles 
designated for other purposes. He moved the 
House to take up the resolution agreed to by the 
Whole House yesterday, and make it the subject 
of a separate bill. 

Mr. Manpison said, that members had been re- 
duced to the most serious difficulties by the delays 
in the payment of their salaries. The Civil List 
ought always to have a fund provided for it in the 
first place, because it was a mere matter of form 
to put it to a vote. It was otherwise with the 
Military Establishment. He trusted, that would 
never be reduced to a mere form. 

Mr. Nicwotas supported the motion of Mr. 
Gites. He thought that the House should imme- 
diately pass a bill for establishing a provision for 
the expenses of the members of Congress. It was 
not fair to suppose that every gentleman in that 
House came to town with as much money in his 
pocket as would clear his expenses. Why put 
any person to pecuniary inconvenience when at a 
distance from his resources? The accounts ought 
to be kept distinct. 

Mr. Firzsimons and Mr. Bourne remarked, 
that the next article in the estimates was so blend- 
ed with the preceding that they must be compre- 
hended in one. 

On this, Mr. Nicno.as withdrew his second to 
the motion, and the House went into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, Mr. TrumBv ut in the Chair. 

Mr. Boupinor moved a resolution covering the 
next article in the estimate. The item providing 
for the Clerks in the Loan Offices, being objected 
to, was passed over for the present. 

Mr. Gives then moved, that the Committee do 
now rise. The motion was seconded by Mr. Ni- 
CHOLAS, and supported by Mr. Maptson. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Boupinor, that 
$107,693 43, be appropriated for sundry purposes, 
Was agreed to. The Committee then rose, and 
the House, after some consideration, adopted the 
resolutions. 
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Mr. Gites then moved, that a committee should 
be appointed, to prepare and bring in a bill for that 
purpose. This was agreed to, and a committee 
named. 

Resolved, That, for the expenditure of the Civil 
List of the United States, for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety four, together with 
the incidental and contingent expenses of the se- 
veral Departments, and offices thereof, there be 
appropriated the several sums of money follow- 
ing, to wit: 

Here follows an enumeration of the different 
items. | 

The House then again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, on the said re- 
port; and, after some time spent therein, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had again had 
the said report under consideration, and come to a 
resolution thereupon, which he delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table, where the same was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That, for making good deficiencies 
for the support of the Civil List Establishment; 
for aiding the Fund appropriated for certain offi- 
cers of the Court, jurors, and witnesses; for the 
support of light-houses, and for other purposes, 
there be appropriated the several sums of money 
following, to wit: 

[Here the items are enumerated.] 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brougnt in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and the resolution for 
the expenditure of the Civil List; and that Mr. 
Boupinot, Mr. TrumsButi, and Mr. GiLtespte, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Nicno.as, from the committee appointed 
to select such parts of the Prestpent’s Commu- 
nications, respecting the Regency of Algiers, as 
his Letter, accompanying the said Communica- 
tions, suggests it would be proper to keep secret, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Ordered, That the Message from the Prest- 
DENT OF THE Unirep States, of the 7th instant, 
respecting the appointment of an officer for re- 
ceiving, safe-keeping, and distributing, the public 
supplies, under the direction of the War Depart- 
ment, which lay on the table, be referred to Mr. 
Hartcey, Mr. Bearry, and Mr. Swirr; that they 
do examine the matter thereof, and report the 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 


FRENCH EMIGRANTS FROM Sr. DOMINGO. 


Mr. Samvuet Smirn, from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of William Pat- 
terson, Samuel Sterrett, and Gustavus Scott, the 
committee appointed by the Legislature of Mary- 
land to draw and distribute the moneys granted 
by that State for the relief of the French emi- 
grants from the Island of St. Domingo, made a 
report: 

Mr. 8. Smrra said, that there never was a more 
noble and prompt display of the most exalted 
feelings, than had been exhibited on this occasion. 
He believed that such a scene of distress had 
never before been seen in America. Three thou- 
sand fugitives had been at once landed, without 
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the least previous expectation of their arrival. 
The whole inhabitants instantly assembled, and 
deputed a committee, of which he was one, to go 
on board the vessels, and examine their situation. 
Thirteen thousand dollars were instantly sub- 
scribed. Fifteen hundred of these people were 
quite helpless; three hundred and fifty of them 
were old men, or women without their husbands 
or children without their parents. Some had 
credit, and some had not. Five hundred of them 
had been sent to France by the Minister, at the 
expense of the Republic; the rest remain in this 
country. 

[It was then moved, that the report of the Re- 
liet Committee be read a second time; which be- 
ing done, it was moved that this report be taken 
up by a Committee of the Whole House. ]} 

Mr. S. Smiru was for proceeding instantly to 
decide on the subject. 

Mr. Nicuo as hoped that the motion would be 
deferred to another day. He felt a difficulty in 
this matter, because it was entirely new to him; 
he had not yet formed his mind upon it. He 
suspected that, to bestow the money of their con- 
stituents on an act of charity, though it would 
be extremely laudable, was yet beyond their au- 
thority. They had been sent to this House with 
limited powers, and for special purposes. He 
would be extremely happy to vote for the relief 
of the fugitives of Cape Hieaeols: if, upon reflec- 
tion, he found it Constitutional. He therefore 
wished to delay a determination, until he had lei- 
sure to form a deliberate opinion on the subject. 

Mr. Cxiark never had entertained a moment’s 
hesitation that relief should be given. 

Mr. S. Smirn, to prove that there was no ille- 
gality in bestowing the assistance wanted, read a 
passage in the despatches that had been printed, 
addressed by our Executive Government to the 
American Minister at Paris, stating that they had 
thought themselves authorized to advance money, 
for the immediate support of the fugitives. From 
this proceeding, he inferred, that Congress might 
lawfully do the same. He mentioned the obliga- 
tions that this country lay under to France, which 
he hoped would never be forgotten. He enlarged 
considerably on the generosity of the citizens of 
Baltimore. He imagined that, in this affair, the 
American nation had exerted a degree of gene- 
rosity unparalleled in the history of any other 
people. 

Mr. Mapison wished to relieve the sufferers, 
but was afraid of establishing a dangerous prece- 
dent, which might hereafter be perverted to the 
countenance of purposes very different from those 
of charity. He acknowledged, for his own part, 
that he could not undertake to lay his finger on 
that article in the Federal Constitution which 
granted a right to Congress of expending, on ob- 
jects of benevolence, the money of their consti- 
tuents. And if once they broke the line laid down 
before them, for the direction of their conduct, it 
was impossible to say to what lengths they might 
go, or to what extremities this practice might be 
carried. He did not agree with the member who 
spoke last, that nothing like the generosity of 
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America had ever been heard of before. As one 
example in contradiction to this assertion, he men- 
tioned, that when the city of Lisbon had, in 1755, 
been overwhelmed by an earthquake, the Parlia- 
ment of England instantly voted one hundred 
thousand pounds for the support of the sufferers. 
In doing this, they had, he believed, acted in uni- 
son with the Selous of the British nation, and 
such feelings did that nation the utmost honor, 
He likewise imagined, that the Parliament had 
acted agrereny to the British Constitution, which 
allowed them an indefinite and absolute right in 
disposing of the money of their constituents. But 
as to the American Congress, the case was widely 
different. He was satisfied that the citizens of 
the United States possessed an equal degree of 
magnanimity, generosity, and benevolence, with 
the people of Sissin, but this House certainly 
did not possess an undefined authority correspond- 
ent with that of a British Parliament. He wished 
that some other mode could be devised for assist- 
ing the French sufferers than by an act of Con- 
gress. He was in hopes that some other mode, 
equally effectual, and less exceptionable, might be 
devised. As to what our Executive Government 
had already done, as quoted from the official de- 
spatches by the gentleman who spoke last, the in- 
ference did not apply; for in that emergency, a 
delay would have been equivalent to a total de- 
nial. It had been said, that we owed the French 
every sentiment of gratitude. It was true; but it 
was likewise true that we owed them something 
else than sentiments, for we were indebted to 
them a very large sum of money. One of the 
instalments of that debt would be due in a short 
time, and perhaps it might be safest for Congress 
to advance the sums now wanted for the French 
refugees, in part of that debt, and leave it to the 
decision of the French Ministry whether they 
would accept of such a payment or not. He did 
not wish to press this expedient upon the House, 
but he begged leave to submit it to their consider- 
ation; and as he had not yet been able to resolve 
in his own mind what line of conduct the House 
ought to pursue, he requested that the discussion 
of the question might for a short time be deferred. 

Mr. Cuark wished that the gentleman who 
spoke last would be careful of preserving consist- 
ency. It was only a few days ago that he had 
laid before the House a resolution, by which Con- 
= were to indemnify all such citizens of the 

nited States as had suffered losses by the British 

irates. He supposed that for this, there would 
e found as little authority in the articles of the 
Constitution, as for relieving the fugitives from 
Cape Francois. 

Mr. Mapison, in explanation, replied, that the 
two cases were widely different. The vessels of 
America sailed under our flag, and were under 
our protection, by the law of Nations, which the 
French sufferers unquestionably were not. As to 
the resolution he had proposed, it was not then 
before the House, and Somes he could not speak 
to it with propriety. It was very possible that the 
House might find it wrong, and reject it. He 
wished not to be misunderstood, for he was sure 
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that every member in that House felt the warm- 
est sympathy with the situation of the sufferers. 
He would be very glad to find a proper way for 
their relief. 

Mr. Nicwo.as said, that he had not been able 
to discover upon what authority the House were 
to grant the proposed donation. If the question 
should that day come to a vote, which he trusted 
it would not, he had resolved to give his voice in 
favor of the sufferers: but, when he returned to 
his constituents, he would honestly tell them that 
he considered himself as having exceeded his 
powers, and so cast himself on their mercy. He 
felt many obstacles to voting away this money 
without further deliberation. 

Mr. Boupinor declared, that he had never been 
able to discover any difficulty in the matter. By 
the law of Nature, by the law of Nations—in a 
word, by every moral obligation that could influ- 
ence mankind, we were bound to relieve the citi- 
zens of a Republic who were at present our allies, 
and who had formerly been our benefactors. He 
could not for a moment endure the idea of a hesi- 
tation on such a question. When a number of 
our fellow-creatures had been cast upon our sym- 
pathy, in a situation of such unexampled wretch- 
edness, was it possible that gentlemen could make 
a doubt whether it was our duty to relieve them? 
It had been said that the House was not, by the 
Constitution, authorized to give away money for 
such purposes. He was satisfied, that to refuse 
the assistance requested, would be to act in direct 
opposition both to the theory and practice of the 
Constitution. In the first place, as to the practice, 
it had been said that nothing of this kind had 
ever occurred before under the Federal Constitu- 
tion. He was astonished at such an affirmation. 
Did not the Indians frequently come down to this 
city, on embassies respecting the regulating of 
trade, and other business—and did not the Execu- 
tive, without consulting Congress at all, pay their 
lodgings for weeks, nay for whole months togeth- 
er? and was not this merely because the Indians 
were unable to pay for themselves? Nobody ever 
eee the propriety of that act of charity. 

gain; when prisoners of war were taken, there 
was no clause in the Constitution authorizing Con- 
gress to provide for their subsistence: yet it was 
well known that they would not be suffered to 
starve. Provision was instantly made for them, 
before we could tell whether the nation to whom 
they belonged would pay such expenses, or would 
not pay them. It was very true that an instalment 
would soon be due to France, nor did he object 
to reimbursement in that way, if it could be so 
obtained. But, in the mean time, relief must be 
given, for he was convinced that we had still 
stronger obligations to support the citizens of our 
allies than either Indians or prisoners of war. In 
the second place, as to the theory of the Consti- 
tution, he referred gentlemen to the first clause of 
the eighth section of it. By that clause Congress 
were warranted to provide for exigencies regard- 
ing the general cabhire, and he was sure this case 
came under that description. 

Mr. Firzsimons thought that it would be ex- 
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dient to lose as little time as possible in going 
into the Committee. It was hard on the State of 
Maryland to support of itself such an immense 
number of people. Besides, the period for which 
that State had engaged to furnish them with sub- 
sistence was expiring; so that it was absolutely 
necessary to come to an early decision whether 
the House would assist them or not. Mr. Genet 
had made a discrimination among the sufferers: 
some of them he had promised to assist, and oth- 
ers, as aristocrats, he had disowned altogether. 

Mr. Dexter read the clause referred to by Mr. 
Bovupinot, but could not draw from it any such 
inference. He was very unwilling to vote against 
the proposition, and therefore solicited a delay, 
that he might have leisure to find proper reasons 
for voting in its favor. 

Mr. GILEs was averse to precipitation in an 
affair of such magnitude. The report had been 
read for a first time to-day; it had then been read 
for a second time to-day. As if all this had not 
been sufficient, the House must likewise go into 
a Committee this day. Like the gentleman who 
had just sat down, he felt many doubts as to the 
legality of such an act of bounty; and he wished, 
before he gave a vote on either side of the ques- 
tion, to free himself from these doubts. He con- 
sidered his duty to hisconstituentsas a very solemn 
trust. Some personal insinuations had been cast 
out, as if gentlemen who professed Constitutional 
scruples had wished to embarrass the subject. 
Reflections of this kind could answer no good 

urpose. Gentlemen (said Mr. G.) appeal to our 

umanity. The appeal is out of place. That is 
not the question; bat whether, organized as we 
are, under the Constitution, we have a right to 
make such a grant? He did not understand why 
an application was made to Congress in particu- 
lar. -It would have been made with greater pro- 
priety to the Provincial Assemblies, as their pow- 
er over the purses of their constituents was more 
extensive than that of this House over the reve- 
nues of the United States. 

The motion for the House resolving itself into 
a Committee immediately was then withdrawn, 
and the report was committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on the State of the Union.] 





Monpay January 13. 


PETITION OF ‘4OMAS MANNING. 


Mr. SHERBURNE cz :d up the petition of Tho- 
mas Manning, presented last week. He observed 
that the facts set forth in the petition were estab- 
lished by documents which accompanied it. That 
the petition originated in a contract made by the pe- 
titioner with an agentof the French Government 
in Martinique; that,although that Government had 
recognised the powers of their agent, and the per- 
formance of the services which were the ground 
of the contract, they had refused to fulfil it, but 
by a payment of assignats, instead of specie, which 
had been particularly specified. He observed, had 
the contract been made with an individual, a pro- 





cess ina Judicial Court would have procured an 
indemnity, but it was with a nation, over which 
Judicial Courts had no control; the. petitioner, 
therefore, could derive no redress but from the 
justice of his country, which was bound to pro- 
tect the rights of its citizens in all cases, and when 
it could not prevent an injury, it ought to repair 
the damage. That this, in the present case, might 
be done with a moral assurance of a reimburse- 
ment, as it would be a just article of charge in 
the account of the United States against France, 
to which justice must cheerfully give its sanction 

and which, in happier times, that Government will 
undoubtedly allow. That, as the justice of the 
demand was confessed, indemnifying the petition- 
er would be advancing a payment for France, for 
which her credit and honor were pledged, but 
which the present situation of that country would 
not at present allow her to make ; but, Mr. S. ob- 
served, that as the case was of the first impression, 
and he wished there might be a thorough investi- 
gation of principles as well as facts, ‘he moved 
that the petition, with the documents accompany- 
ing it, might be referred to the Secretary of State. 
This motion was agreed to. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of a statement of 
the actual tonnage of American vessels employed 
in the commerce between the United States and 
foreign countries, for one year, ending the thir- 
tieth of September, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-two, pursuant to the order of this 
House, of the third instant; which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
tions on the commerce of the United States, in 
foreign countries. When 

Mr. Smirn, of South Carolina, rose and ad- 
dressed the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Chairman :—Among the various duties 
which are assigned by the Constitution to the Le- 
gislature of the United States, there is, er 
none of a more important nature than the regula- 
tion of commerce, none more generally interest- 
ing to our fellow-citizens, none which more seri- 
ously claims our diligent and accurate investiga- 
tion. 

It so essentially involves our navigating, agri- 
cultural, commercial, and manufacturing interest, 
that an apology for the prolixity of the observa- 
tions which I am about to submit to the Commit- 
tee, will scarcely be requisite. 

In the view which I shall take of the question, 
disengaging the inquiry from all topics of a politi- 
cal nature, [ shall strictly confine myself to those 
which are commercial, and which alone are, in my 
judgment, properly connected with the subject. 

Called upon to decide on propositions, merely 
commercial, and springing from a report, in its 
nature limited to commercial regulations, it would 
be as ill-timed, as it would be irregular, to mingle 
with the discussion considerations of a political 
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nature. I shall, accordingly, reject from the in- 
quiry every idea which has reference to the In- 
dians, the Diceaw, or the Western posts. When- 
ever those subjects require our deliberations, I 
shall not yield to any member in readiness to vin- 
dicate the honor of cur country, and to concur in 
such measures as our best interests may demand. 

This line of procedure will, I trust, be deemed by 

those gentlemen who follow me, the only proper 
one, and that the debate will be altogether confin- 
ed to commercial views ; these will of themselves 
open a field of discussion sufficiently spacious. 
without the intervention of arguments derive 
from other sources. It would indeed argue a 
weakness of ground in the friends of the proposi- 
tions, and imply a distrust of the merits of their 
cause, were they compelled to bolster it up with 
such auxiliaries and to resort for support to argu- 
ments, not resulting from the nature of the sub- 
ject, but from irrelative and extraneous considera- 
tions. 
The propositions, as well as the report, being 
predicated upon facts and principles having rela- 
tion to our commerce and navigation with foreign 
countries, by those facts and principles, and those 
alone, ought the propositions stand or fall. 

It will not be denied that this country is at pre- 
sent in a very delicate crisis, and one requiring 
dispassionate reflection, cool and mature delibera- 
tion. It will be much to be regretted then, if 
passion should usurp the place of reason, if super- 
ficial, narrow, and prejudiced views should mis- 
lead the public councils from the true path of na- 
tional interest. 

The report of the Secretary of State, on the 
ere and restrictions on the commerce of the 

nited States in foreign countries is now before 
the Committee. The tendency of that report 
(whatever may have been the design of the re- 
porter) appears to be to induce a false estimate of 
the comparative condition of our commerce with 
certain foreign nations, and to urge the Legisla- 
ture to adopt a scheme of retaliating regulations, 
restrictions, and exclusions. 

The most striking contrast which the perform- 
ance evidently aims at, is between Great Britain 
and France. For this reason, and as these are 
the two Powers with whom we have the most ex- 
tensive relations in trade, I shall, by a parti- 
cular investigation of the subject, endeavor to 
lay before the Committee an accurate and an 
impartial comparison of the commercial systems 
of the two countries in reference to the United 
States, as a test of the solidity of the inferences 
which are attempted to be established by the re- 
port. A fair comparison can only be made with 
an eye to what may be deemed the permanent 
system of the countries in question. The proper 
epoch for it, therefore, will precede the commen- 
ment of the pending French Revolution. 

The commercial regulations of France during 
the period of the Revolution have been too fluctu- 
ating, too much influenced by momentary im- 
pulses, and, as far as they have looked towards this 
country with a favorable eye, too much manifest- 
ing an object of the moment, which cannot be 
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mistaken to consider them as a part of a system. 
But though the comparison will be made with 
principal reference to the condition of our trade 
with France and Great Britain, antecedent to the 
existing revolution, the regulations of the subse- 
quent period will perhaps not be passed over al- 
together unnoticed. 
he table,* which I have before me, comprises 

the principal features of the subject within a short 
compass. It is the work of a gentleman of con- 
siderable commercial knowledge, and I believe 
may be relied on for its correctness, An atten- 
tive reference to it will, with some mnppremeniary 
remarks, convey a just conception of the object, 
a view to conciseness and simplicity has excluded 
from it all articles (the production and manufac- 
tures of the United States) which are not of con- 
siderable importance. 

Accustomed as our ears have been to a constant 
panegyric on the generous policy of France to- 
wards this country in commercial relations, and to 
as constant a philippic on the unfriendly, illiberal, 
and persecuting policy of Great Britain towards 
us in the same relations, we naturally expect to 
find in a table which exhibits their respective sys- 
tems, numerous discriminations in that of France 
in our favor, and many valuable privileges granted 
to us, which are refused to other foreign countries, 
in that of Great Britain frequent discriminations to 
our prejudice, and a variety of privileges refused 
to us which are granted to other foreign nations. 
But an inspection of the table will satisfy every 
candid mind, that the reverse of what has been 
supposed is truly the case—that neither in France 
nor the French West Indies, is there more than 
one solitary and important distinction in our favor, 
(1 mean the article of fish oil,) either with regard 
to our exports thither, our imports from thence, 
or our shipping; that both in Great Britain and 
the British West Indies, there are several material 
distinctions in our favor. with regard both to our 
exports thither and to our imports from thence, 
and, as it respects Great Britain, with regard also 
to our shipping ; that in the market of Great Bri- 
tain, a preference is secured to six of our most 
valuable staples, by considerable higher duties on 
the rival articles of other foreign countries ; that 
our navigation thither is favored by our ships, 
when carrying our own productions, being put 
upon as good a footing as their own ships, and by 
the exemption of several of our productions, when 
earried in our ships, from duties which are paid on 
the like articles of other foreign countries carried 
in the ships of those countries; and that several of 
our productions may be carried from the United 
States to the British West Indies, while the like 
productions cannot be carried thither from any 
other foreign country; and that several of the 
pemaaenn of those countries may be brought 
rom thence to the United States. which cannot 
be carried from thence to any other foreign coun- 
try. 

These important differences in the systems of 
the two countries will appear more fully. by pass- 





* Vide table annexed. 
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ing in review each article, and presenting, at the 
same time, the remarks which it will suggest. 


EXPORTS. 


1. Flour.—This article, on its importation into 
France, was subject to a duty of one-eighth per 
cent. ad valorem. Since the commencement of 
the Revolution, it has been, with all other foreign 
flour, made free. Here is no distinction for or 
against us. or 

In Great Britain, it was, and is, like other foreign 
flour, subject to a duty so high as in ordinary 
times to be prohibitory ; this duty is 24s. 3d. per 
quarter, until the price of British flour rises as high 
as fifty shillings, when a duty of six pence only is 
payable. 

t enjoys the right of deposite, with the privilege 
of exportation, duty free, and with the option of 
waiting till the market prices give effect to the 
low duties. There is no distinction for or against 
us. The same system applies generally to grain. 

The ordinary state of things renders the result 
of both systems the same to us. In neither coun- 
try is our flour saleable with advantage but in 
times of particular scarcity ; in Great Britain, be- 
cause the duty prevents an advantageous compe- 
tition, except in such times; in France, because 
the capacity of that country to supply herself is 
such, that we cannot, in common cases, afford to 
sell our flour in her market. The average price 
of flour in France, in times of tranquility and 
common plenty, may be stated at five dollars and 
two-thirds of a dollar per barrel of Pennsylvania. 
This, computing the price at which flour hasbeen 
for a number of years past in Pennsylvania, would 
not pay freight and charges, taking the average 
here, at four dollars and two-thirds (the charges, 
including freight and insurance, being about one 
dollar and two thirds) the price, to pay freight, 
ought not to be less than six dollars and a third. 


The conclusion is, that neither France nor Great 
Britain is to be considered as a valuable market 
for the flour of the United States. 

If an authority, respectable on that point, I 
mean the report of a committee of the British 
Privy Council, may be trusted (which declares an 
increasing incompetency for self supply on the 
part of Great Britain) the chance even is, that 
Great Britain may prove the better customer of 
the two for this article, notwithstanding her high 
duties. That nation discourages the competition 
of foreign flour with her own in her own market, 
because she has reason to fear that such competi- 
tion may supplant her own and injure her agri- 
culture. France does not discourage the compe- 
tition, because experience has shown her that it 
cannot turn to her disadvantage; so the United 
States lay but a trifling duty on the same article, 
because we know that it cannot come into com- 
petition with our own. 

In the French West Indies, the introduction of 
flour from the United States and other foreign 
countries was prohibited by a standing law. There 
was no distinction for or against us. The Colo- 
nial Government, it is true, had power to make 


oecasional suspensions with a view to seasons of 
scarcity, and they have from time to time exer- 
cised that power. But the Secretary of State is 
mistaken, when he says that the general prohibi- 
tion has been latterly suspended without interrup- 
tion; unless he refers to a period later than that 
which he mentions as the point of time to which 
his report is limited, (namely, the Summer of 
1792,) a period in which all systems has been sus- 
pended. 

There was indeed an arrét of the Colonial Go- 
vernment of St. Domingo, of May 9th, 1789, 
which established a partial suspension till August, 
1794: but this suspension was confined to a par- 
ticular and small part of the island, on very spe- 
cial reasons, with cautious guards to intercept its 
effect with other parts of the island; and it is sup- 
posed that even this arrét was revoked in France. 

The real system of France then, in regard to 
this article, and with respect to its West India Co- 
lonies, was completely prohibitory. 

In the British West Indies, on the contrary, 
flour from the United States was and is a free ar- 
ticle, and with this distinction in our favor, that 
the flour of any other foreign country cannot be 
carried thither from such country even in British 
bottoms. 

The comparison therefore between the systems 
of France and Great Britain, in relation to this 
article, concludes clearly in favor of Great Britain. 
In Europe, their systems, though different, from 
difference of circumstances, terminate nearly in 
the same point. In the West Indies, the steady, 
certain, and therefore the truly important market 
for us, the system of France aims at the total ex- 
clusion of our principal staple ; that of Great Bri- 
tain gives it a free admission, and even a prefer- 
ence. 

Authentic statements of the exports of flour 
from Philadelphia in the years 1786 and 1788 
(which I accidentally possess) serve to illustrate 
the natural operation of the two systems, being 
applicable to years in which no extraordinary 
causes changed the common course of the trade. 


By these statements it appears that in 1786, the 
exports were— 





Barrels. 
To France - - ‘ a 
To the French West Indies - - 1,808 
Total : - - - 1,829 
To Great Britain - - . 0 
To the British West Indies - - 45,118 
Total - - - - 45,118 
In 1788, the exports were— 
To France - - - - 2,376 
To French West Indies + - 235 
Total *. - - - 2610 
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To Great Britain - . - 828| Butitis important to us that nearly a treble 
To British West Indies - - - 59,938 | duty is laid upon the same commodity from other 
countries, the difference being a clear bounty upon 
Total - - . - 60,766 | ours, at the expense of the British consumer, by 





In these years the shipments from the same 
to other British ports amounted to 6,358 barrels. 

The last three or four years present, indeed, a 
different state of things, as will be shown hereaf- 
ter. But these having been years of revolution 
and convulsion, are not such good criteria as those 
which have been just nanleed. 


2. Tobacco.—This article was under no duty in 
France ; but it was subject to a monopoly of the 
Farmers General, a circumstance which was a 
serious impediment to our trade with France in 
this article, obstructing the enterprise and compe- 
tition of our own merchants in the markets of 
that country. There is no distinction for or 
against the United States. 

In Great Britain it was and is subject toa duty 
of 1s. 3d. per pound on importation, other foreign 
tobacco paying 3s. 6d. per pound.* 

The Secretary of State has omitted to notice 
this difference. Our tobacco then stood, and, it 
may be added, still stands upon a better footing in 
Great Britain than in France. 

Here I request the attention of the Committee 
to a principle of importance, which appears to 
have been overlooked by the Secretary of State, 
who indiscriminately foe as a discourage- 
ment of our produce, all the internal duties which 
are laid upon it by foreign nations. 

The principle I allude to is this, that it is wholly 
immaterial to us, what internal duty is laid upon 
any commodity of ours by a foreign nation, when 
that nation does not itself raise or make the arti- 
cle, or some other which is a substitute for it, pro- 
vided the duty be not so high as to render the ar- 
ticle too dear for consumption, and an equal duty 
be laid on the article from other foreign countries. 
The reason of it is this, that the consumer in such 
case, who is the subject of the foreign country pays 
the duty. Thus the duty we lay on China wares 
is immaterial to any foreign nation which manu- 
factures it, because we do not ourselves manufac- 
ture it, or a substitute for it, and because it ex- 
tends equally to the same manufacture of all 
countries. 

This remark will not a little abridge the cata- 
logue of grievances which has been exhibited by 
the Secretary of State. Indeed, if it were not so, 

“what abundant room for recrimination would our 
revenue code give to all other countries. 

Tobacco is an article, in reference either to 
France or to Great Britain, to which the observa- 
tion is peculiarly applicable. Neither of those 
countries raise it themselves. It is one of these 
— of fancy and caprice in respect to which 
a duty most certainly falls on the consumer. The 
duties, therefore, upon it in Great Britain can be 
no concern of ours. 


rt 





*On re a there is a drawback of the whole duty on 


pun syeeeen, ut 3d. per pound retained on re-exportation of foreign 
obacco. 


obstructing that free competition of other coun- 
tries which always cheapensanarticle. This dif- 
ference of duty is very considerable, and, as far as 
we can fdenish a supply of equal quality, must 
tend to give us a monopoly of the British market. 
It is the more worthy of attention, since a com- 
petitor with us is Portugal, a Power with which 
Great Britain has always cultivated the closest 
ties. In the West Indies, the comparison is still 
in favor of the system of Great Britain. Tobacco 
was prohibited in the French while it was free in 
the British West Indies. The result is, that the 
system of Great Britain, in respect to tobacco the 
production of the United States, the second in 
magnitude as an export, was far more favorable to 
the United States than that of France. 

3. Rice—This article was subject in France to 
one-eighth per cent. ad valorem. There was no 
distinction for or against us. 

In Great Britain there was and is a duty upon 
it of 7s. 4d. sterling per cwt., while the British 
East India Company pay 8s. 10d. upon the rice 
— by them. 

n the French West Indies, rice was subject to 
a duty of one per cent. ad valorem, with no dis- 
tinction for or against us. In the British West 
Indies, it was and is free, with a distinction in our 
favor, resulting from the prohibition of other fo- 
reign rice. 

It is not easy to pronounce whether this article 
stands, on the whole, upon a better footing in the 
system of France than in that of Great Britain. 

he difference, if any, is perhaps less material 
than it may at first sight appear. 

However disagreeable the reflection, we have 
reason to believe that rice will not become the 
common food of countries where it does not grow, 
and which raise for themselves an adequate sup- 
ply of other breadstuff, &c.—a state of things 
which exists both in France and Great Britain. 
It will therefore be in those countries essentially 
an object of luxury, consumed by the richer classes. 
This position is yerified by those parts of the Unit- 
ed States which do not grow rice. The duty up- 
on it in Great Britain (there being a higher duty 
upon that brought from the East Indies by the 
East India Company) does not, of course, inter- 
fere to any considerable extent with its consump- 
tion there, because the addition which is made to 
the price of a luxury of the wealthier classes is no 
great obstacle to its consumption by them. The 

robability, then, is, that the consumption of rice 
in Great Britain is nearly as great as the habits 
and taste of the country are calculated to render 
it. The observations made with regard to the 
a on tobacco apply to that on rice, though with 
far less force. Great Britain is not a competitor 
with us in the production of rice more than to- 
bacco. But the extent of the rule in the applica- 
tion to this case is qualified by the circumstances 
that rice and other breadstuff are, in certain cases, 
substitutes for each other, and a duty on the for- 
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mer may tend to prevent its being consumed in 
such cases in place of the latter. 

In the West Indies, the subject wears a differ- 
ent aspect. Rice there makes a part of the com- 
mon food. A duty upon it tends to prevent its 
being such, by letting in cheaper substitutes. This 
reflection operates in favor of the British against 
the French system, in respect to the West Indies, 
there being a duty upon it in the French, none in 
the British West Indies. But that duty is so light 
that, from this cause, and its extending to other 
articles, it ought scarcely tobe counted. The pro- 
hibition of other foreign rice, however, is a cir- 
cumstance of some value, assuring to this article 
from the United States a atopy of the British 
West India market. 

4. Wood.—This article (the fourth in import- 
ance as an export) stood and stands on a decided- 
ly better footing in the British than in the French 
system. In Great Britain it was and is free from 
duty, while other foreign rival woods are subject 
not to some small, as the Secretary of State in- 
forms us, but to considerable, and, in several in- 
stances, high duties. The observations with re- 
gard to this difference, as applied to tobacco, apply 
to this article in full force, with this additional 
circumstance, that some of the Northern nations 
could afford to undersell us, were it not for the 
protection derived from the high duties on their 
woods. 

In the French West Indies, our wood is subject 
to a duty of one per cent. ad valorem, with no dis- 
tinction for or against us. In the British West 
Indies it is free, with a distinction in our favor, by 
the prohibition of other foreign wood. The duty, 
it is true, is of no great consequence, but it is not 
so of the prohibition in the British West Indies of 
all foreign wood, but from the United States. 

5. Fisheries.—Here the comparison is in favor 
of France, our salted fish being prohibited both in 
Great Britain and the British West Indies, while 
it is permitted in France with a duty of 8 livres 
per quintal, and in the French West Indies with 
a duty of 5 livres per quintal. Our fish oil being 
subject in Great Britain, in common with other 
foreign oil, to a duty of 18s. 5d. sterling per ton of 
252 gallons ; in France to a duty of 7 livres 4 sous 
per barrel of 520 pounds, while other foreign oil is 
me This last article is prohibited in the 

est Indies of both countries. While there is no 
distinction in the system of Great Britain for or 
against us, that of France, in respect to fish oil, 
makes a distinction in our favor. But these dif- 
ferences between the two systems appear greater 
on a superficial than upon a more accurate view. 
The principle upon which each proceeds is the 
monopoly of her own market to the productions 
of her own fisheries, and the exclusion. as far as 
possible, of all foreign countries, the United States 
not excepted. But, in pursuing this principle, a 
difference of situation creates a difference of mea- 
sures. Great Britain, able to supply herself, pro- 
hibits absolutely all foreign salted fish. France 
unable to supply herself, but aiming at it with all 
her strength, favs high duties upon that article, 


when produced from foreign fisheries, and bestows 
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high premiums upon it, when produced from her 
own fisheries. The duties on foreign and the 
bounties and premiums on her own fish, would 
amount to a complete prohibition of ours, if her 
own fisheries had been able to produce a com- 
lete supply ; but their incapacity to do this has 
et ours into the French market, in spite of the 
discouragements upon it. It merits particular at- 
tention that, in reference to this article, the French 
system conferred upon us no particular privilege 
or favor. Other foreign salted fish, in foreign bot- 
toms, stood upon the same footing with our fish, 
in our bottoms. 

Great Britain, less able to supply herself with 
fish oil than with fish, makes a difference in her 
system. She does not prohibit the article, but 
lays a prohibitory duty upon it; but her incapaci- 
ty to supply herself (as in the case of salted fish 
with France) lets us into her market with our 
fine oils, in spite of the discouragement upon ours. 

So France, to a considerable duty on our arti- 
cle, adds enormous bounties in favor of the same 
article the produce of her fisheries. The Secre- 
tary of State, in his report on the fisheries, has no- 
ticed the measures taken by France to erect her 
own whale fishery on the ruins of that of the 
United States. ‘Tempting our fishermen to aban- 
don us and settle at Dunkirk, she allows, for every 
ton of shipping employed, between nine and ten 
dollars, with some other advantages. If, in the 
conduct of Great Britain towards us, in this par- 
ticular, we discern the spirit of a selfish rival, in 
that of France, in the same particular, we cannot 
but see the machinations of an insidious friend. 
The distinction in favor of our fish oil, as com- 
pared with other foreigners, is no counterpoise to 
the general tendency of the French system, which 
aimed at excluding us finally from the competi- 
tion in her markets, though it was deemed prefer- 
able, till it could have its full effect, that the Unit- 
ed States should enjoy the benefit of the competi- 
tion, in exclusion of an ancient and formidable 
rival. 

To elucidate still more clearly the spirit of the 
French system, in this particular, the following 
facts are submitted to the consideration of the 
Committee : 

1. In August, 1784, the arrét giving admission 
to foreign fish in the West India markets was 
passed. In September, 1785, another arrét passed, 

ranting a premium of 10 livres per quintal on 
Preach fish. Seven days after, so great was their 
jealousy on this subject, another arrét passed, 
raising the duty on foreign fish, including that of 
the United States, from 3 to 5 livres. 

2. An arrét of the 29th of December, 1787, 
grants a right of deposite or storing for six months, 
in France, to all the productions of the United 
States, in order to re-exportation, pay ing only a 
duty of one per cent. In February following, less 
than two months after, another arrét passed, ex- 
cepting from this right all the products of our fish- 
eries, evidently from a jealousy of our interference 
with the French fisheries. 

3. A further explanation of the spirit of the sys- 
tem on this point is to be found in a passage of a 
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report to the National Assembly, in the year 1789, 
from the Committees of Agriculture and Com- 
merce. After stating a diminution of the product 
of the French cod fishery, during the year 1789, 
the report proceeds thus: “ This diminution ought 
“ to be attributed to the collusion of the English 
“and Free Americans, ‘who contrived to disap- 
“point the French fisheries by finding means to 
“ supply us with their fish, while they eluded the 
“ payment of the duty which was imposed on im- 
“ portation, in order to establish a preference in 
. ia of the cod of the French fishery.” 

6. Pot and Pearl Ashes.—The system of Great 
Britain is evidently more favorable to this produc- 
tion (sixth in importance of the exports of the 
United States) than the system of France—the 
former giving a preference to our article by mak- 
ing it free, meas the same article from other fo- 
reign countries is subject to a duty of 2s. 3d. per 
cwt.; the latter placing our article on the same 
footing with that of other foreign countries. The 
observations I have made with regard to tobacco 
apply to this article in full force. In the West 
India possessions of the two countries it is equally 
prohibited. 

7. Salted Meat.—The regulations of France 
with regard to this article ioexpee in consequence 
of our 7 ase Rast clearly more favorable than 
those of Great Britain. France admits both beef 
and pork into her home market, with a duty of 5 
livres per quintal; in her West India markets, she 
admits beef, with a duty of one per cent. ad valo- 
rem, and 3 livres per quintal, but prohibits pork. 
Great Britain prohibits both beef and pork in her 
home and West India markets. Neither country 
makes any distinction in this particular for or 
against the United States. 

8. Indigo.—This article (eighth in value of our 
exports) stands upon a decidedly better footing 
in the system of Great Britain than in that of 
France. France is herself our competitor in the 
supply of her own market, and she aims at secur- 
ing to herself the monopoly of it by adding to the 
advantage of a superior quality of her own indigo, 
as asserted by the Secretary of State, the discour- 
agement to ours of double the duty paid on her 
own. Great Britain admits the article into her 
home market free of duty. Both countries ex- 
clude it from their West India market. Neither 
make any distinction for or against us. 

9. Live Animals.—-The regulations both of 
France and Great Britain may be considered as 
substantially the same in regard to this article; 
the small duty of one per cent.ad valorem laid by 
France in the West Indies, while it is free in the 
British West Indies, being really of no great con- 
sequence. Neither country makes any fistinction 
for or against us. 

10. Flaxseed.—The same may be said of this 
as of the preceding article. If free in Great Bri- 
tain, it was subject ony toa duty of one-eighth per 
cent. ad valorem in France. It is prohibited in 
the West Indies of both countries. There is no 
distinction in the system of either nation for or 


against us. 
11. Naval Stores, viz: Pitch, Tar, Turpen- 
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tine, and Rosin.—These articles were more favor- 
ed by the system of Great Britain than of France. 
In the latter, they were subject to a duty of two- 
and-a-half per cent. ad valorem, with no distine- 
tion in our favor. Inthe former, our tar and pitch 
are subject to a duty of 11s. per last, while tar and 
pitch of other countries pay 12s. 4d. per last; our 
turpentine is subject to a duty of 2s. 3d. per cwt., 
while that of other countries pays 12s. 9d.; our 
rosin only 1s. 6d. per ewt., that of other countries 
2s.4d. These duties fall under a like considera- 
tion as those on tobacco. The duty on our com- 
modity produced in the British Dominions is no 
detriment to us. The higher duties on the same 
commodity from other foreign countries are boun- 
ties on ours, in eommon with the same commodi- 
ty produced in the British possessions. In the 

rench West Indies these articles were received 
upon a duty of one per cent. ad valorem equally 
with the like articles of other foreign countries. 
In the British West Indies, besides being free, they 
enjoy the advantage of a prohibition of the foreign 
articles, 


12. fron, Bar and Pig.—In respect to this arti- 
cle, likewise, the system of Great Britain is more 
favorable than that of France. While in France 
there is no distinction for or against us, in Great 
Britain, our iron is free, and that of other coun- 
tries is subject, bar iron, to a duty of from 56s. 2d. 
to 67s. 2d. per ton; pig iron, to a duty of 5s. 6d. 
per ton. It is remarkable that Irish iron pays 
in Great Britain a duty of 30s. 10d. per ton. 
Both in the French and British West Indies, 
the article is prohibited. The Secretary ot 
State, to show the insignificance of the diserimi- 
nation in our favor, observes, that we do not make 
enough for our own consumption; but this was 
not foreseen by Great Britain when the discrimi- 
nation began, having arisen from the late rapid 
increase of manufactures of iron. This is evinced 
by the fact that, in a year, ending 30th Septem- 
ber, 1790, our export of iron to Great Britain 
amounted to $81,612. 

The foregoing remarks establish clearly that the 
principal productions of this country, generally 
speaking, are more favored by the British than by 
the French commercial system. 

Here it may be proper to show the amount of 
the several articles which have been the subject 
of inquiry exported to the respective dominions of 
those countries for the period of one year, ending 
30th September, 1790: 


To the Dominions of France. 


Articles. France. West Indies. 

Flour - « - $392,341 $1,090,854 
Grain - - 202,872 77,920 
Tobacco - - 384,642 43,104 
Rice - - - 156,461 166,465 
Wood - - . 110,864 365,175 
Salted fish . - 1,106 609,106 
Fish oil - - - 91,298 14,714 
Pot and pearl ashes - 20,720 

Salt meats - - 14,109 304,345 
Indigo - : - 10,897 1,752 
Live stock - - ~ 352,795 
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To the Dominions of France—Continued. 





Articles. France. West Indies. 
Flaxseed - - - 3,290 
Naval stores - - 3,169 4,197 
Tron - - . 1,525 623 
Total - - 1,393,286 3,031,050 
3,031,050 
ToFrench Dominions 4,424,336 


To the Dominions of Great Britain. 





Articles. Great Britain. West Indies. 
Flour - - - $676,274 $858,006 
Grain - . . 411,566 273,505 
Tobacco - “ - 2,754,493 22,816 
Rice - . - 773,852 180,087 
Wood - - - 240,174 382,481 
Salted fish - - 10 7,189 
Fish oil - - - 81,048 124 
Pot and pearl ashes - 747,078 
Salt meats - - 898 6,659 
Indigo - - - 473,830 5,700 
Live stock - - - 62,415 
Flaxseed - - - 219,924 
Naval stores - : 190,670 6,162 
Tron - - - 81,612 600 
Tod - -« - 6,651,425 1,805,744 
1,805,744 





8,457,173 


The total amount of exports to the British and 
French Dominions, for three years successively, 
is as follows: 

To the Dominions of Great Britain $9,246,606 00 
To the Dominions of France - 4,668,902 00 


To British Dominions 





Excess of exportation to the Do- 
minions of Great Britain - 4,577,704 00 














For a year ending 30th September, 1791. 


To the Dominions of Great Britain $7,953,418 21 
To those of France - - 4,298,762 26 





Excess of exports to the Dominions 
of Great Britain - - - 3,654,655 95 














For a year ending 30th September, 1792. 
To the Dominions of Great Britain $8,269,465 00 


To those of France - - 5,243,543 00 
Excess to Great Britain - - 3,025,922 00 














Thus it appears that our exportations to the 
British Dominions, upon an average of three years, 
have exceeded those to the French Dominions, in 
the very considerable sum of $3,752,760 annually. 
To judge from the fact of our exportations, whe- 
ther viewed in the detail, according to the table 
of particular articles, or by the aggregate, for three 
successive years, established by ofkeial documents, 
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there would be no hesitation to pronounce that 
Great Britain is a more important customer to us 
than France, not much short, indeed, of the ratio 
of twotoone. But the Secretary of State informs 
us, “that the greatest part of what she receives 
“ from us is re-exported to other countries, under 
“ the useless charges of an intermediate deposite 
“and double voyage.” The accuracy of this as- 
sertion may justly be questioned. It is probably, 
in a great measure, founded on the statements of 
Lord Sheffield, without a proper allowance for the 
change of circumstances. Admitting those state- 
ments to be correct, they are no standard for the 
present state of things. It is known, that, at the 
period to which they relate, Great Britain had a 
monopoly of our trade; that we could not, gene- 
rally speaking, carry our commodities to other 
countries. Of course, she became an intermediary 
between us and them, and her re-exportations of 
our commodities must have been very considera- 
ble. But, having had, since the establishment of 
our independence, free access to other countries, 
Great Britain has ceased to be an intermediary 
between them and us, except in those cases in 
which the direct relations of commerce between 
us and certain countries render it less convenient 
to carry our commodities ourselves directly to 
them, than to use Great Britain as an entrepét. 
This, however, is a case of limited extent. For 
the most part, we carry on a direct commerce with 
the different countries of Europe. Any rule, 
drawn, then, from the state of things prior to our 
Revolution, would be entirely false. in reference 
to the actual state of things. e m’y, therefore, 
venture boldly to question the accu. cy of the 
Secretary of State’s assertion, as he does not fur- 
nish us with the data on which it is grounded, as, 
from the nature of the thing, it is not probable that 
any satisfactory ones were possessed by him ; and 
it is improbable, on a general view, that so large 
a proportion as he supposes is re-exported. But 
we may satisfy iia further, by a more par- 
ticular view, of the error of his conjecture. The 
same authority from which, I presume, his sug- 
gestions are derived, “that, before the war; one- 
* third of our indigo and three-fourths of our to- 
“bacco and rice, carried to Great Britain, were 
“ re-exported,” informs us that “most, if not all, 
“our other articles were consumed there.”* A 
document,t before referred to, informs us, in ad- 
dition, that the average of imports into Great Bri- 
tain, for six years, ending in 1774, from the Unit- 


ed States, was, annually - - £1,752,142 
That the average of six years, ending 

in 1789, was - . - 908,636 
constituting an annual decrease of - £843,056 


nearly half of the whole amount of former exports. 


The same document accounts for this difference 
by stating that the decrease of imports of rice and 
tobacco trom the United States since the war, 
was— 





* Lord Sheffield’s Observations on the Commerce of the Ameri- 
can States, p. 229. 


+ Report of the Lords of the Privy Council, Ap. 91. 
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Tobacco - - - - £582,987 6 0 
Rice - - - - 196,526 15 4 





Making, together - - £779,514 1 4 





Our own documents prove, in respect to the ar- 
ticle of tobacco, that more than one-half of our 
export is directly from the United States to coun- 
tries other than Great Britain. The decrease in 
the articles of tobacco and rice is a convincing 
proof that we now carry, ourselves, to other fo- 
reign markets, the principal part of that propor- 
tion of these articles which used formerly to be 
carried to Great Britain and re-exported from 
thence. When we consider this fact, and the 
small proportion which indigo bears to our whole 
export, the probability of a proportional diminu- 
tion of the quantity of that article re-exported, 
and that these three articles are the only conside- 
rable ones of re-exportation, we must conclude 
that there is great exaggeration in the supposition 
that the greatest part of our commodities now 
carried to Great Britain is re-exported from thence. 
There appears to be a strong probability that the 
allowance of one-third of our whole exports to 
Great Britain for re-exportation would be ample. 
Let us, then, take this proportion as a rule of cal- 
culation. With re rd to the British Dominions 
other than Great Britain herself, the idea of re- 
exportation is not more applicable to them than 
to the dominions of France. Let us, according to 
these data, compute the probable consumption of 
Great Britain for the years before mentioned. 
The computation will stand thus: 


For the year ending 30th September, 1790. 
Two-thirds the export to Great Bri- 
tain herself - - - - $4,592,682 
Whole of exports to her other Domin- 
ions - ‘ ; ” - 2,357,583 


Actual consumption of British Domi- 

nions - - - - 6,950,265 
Total exports to French Dominions in 

that year - - - - 4,668,902 


Excess of actual consumption of Bri- 
tish Dominions beyond total of ex- 
portation of French Dominions - 2,281,363 


For the year ending 30th September, 1791. 
Two-thirds of export to Great Britain 


herself - - - - $3,295,032 
Whole exports toher other Dominions 3,010,868 


Actual consumption of British Domi- 
nions - - - - 6,305,900 
Total exports to French Dominions - 4,298,762 





Excess of actual consumption of Bri- 
tish Dominions beyond total of ex- 
portation to French Dominions - 2,007,138 
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For the year ending 30th September, 1792. 
Two thirds of export to Great Britain 
herself - - - _> $3,170,832 
Whole exportation to her other Domi- 
nions - - - - 3,513,217 





Actual consumption of British Domi- 
nions - - - - 6,684,049 
Total exports to French Dominions - 5,243,543 


Excess - - - - 1,440,506 





From this view, it may rationally be inferred 
that Great Britain and her dominions actuall 
consumed, annually, of our commodities, two mil- 
lions of dollars more in value than France and her 
dominions. The comparison upon these years is 
particularly favorable to France. In the markets 
of Great Britain and her dominions things have 
gone on during the whole time in their natural 
course, while, in those of France and her domi- 
nions, from the relaxations incident to a state of 
revolution and convulsion, and from the additional 
wants created by the same causes our commodi- 
ties have found a much greater latitude in their 
markets than they would enjoy in settled times. 

We have seen that, in the years 1786 and 1788, 
a very small quantity of flour was exported to 
France and her dominions, (for Philadelphia is, 
in this case,a good standard for the whole,) while, 
in the years upon which the computation has been 
just made, this article has been the principal item 
in the supplies to the French Dominions. The 
just inference is, that, in settled times, Great Bri- 
tain, with her dominions, has been, and would be, 
a much better customer to the United States, asa 
consumer, than France with her dominions. 

But the stress which is laid upon the re-export- 
ations from Great Britain, as diminishing her value 
as a customer, is founded on false principles. 
Since we have access to the countries to which 
she re-exports some of our commodities, we shall 
carry them there ourselves, in every case in which 
it is our interest to do so. In order, however, to 
its being our interest to do so, it is necessary not 
only that the countries in question should stand 
in need of our commodities, but that they should 
have commodities, which it would be convenient 
for us to receive in exchange. Otherwise, espe- 
cially where distant voyages are to be performed, 
our vessels would find sufficient employment to 
render voyages profitable, nor would the capital 
employed be always turned to due advantage. 
Again, the nature of the trade may be such as to 
require greater capital for carrying it on with 
advantage than our merchants may possess, and 
the capital of our merchants, left free by the inter- 
position of foreign capitals, may flow in a course 
of more beneficial employment. 

In such a state of things, if there were no nation 
whose relations with the countries in question 
made it convenient to be an intermediary between 
us and them, our commodities would not find their 
way thither in equal quantities to what they now 
do, if at all. The intervention of Great Britain. 
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therefore, may, in most cases, be considered as a 
mean of extending, instead of abridging our com- 
merce, and that intervention may be no less bene- 
cial to us, than if she were herself the consumer 
of the commodities. 

The factof Great Britain being an intermediary, 
as far as it is true, being then the result of the 
natural course of trade, left to itself, isa proof that 
it is the interest of the United States that she 
should stand, in the cases supposed, in the relation 
in which she does stand, between us and other fo- 
reign countries. There is, therefore, nothing of 
weight in the observation, that the quantities of 
our commodities which Great Britain receives, 
and re-exports, are greater than “ reason or nation- 
al interest would dictate.” 


IMPORTS. 


I shall proceed, in the next place, to a view of 
our import trade with the dominions of France 
and Britain. 

These, in the year taken by Mr. Jerrerson, 
were— 

From Great Britain and her domi- 

nions- - - - - - - = = $15,285,428 
From France and her dominions - _—2,068,348 


From the Secretary’s statement, it appears, that 
about three-fourths of our imports come from 
Great Britain and her dominions, of which a con- 
siderable part is from the West Indies. This, 
too, seems to be considered by some persons as a 
grievance. But it is among the circumstances 
which demonstrate, to an unbiassed mind, the 
hae importance and utility of our trade with 

reat Britain; nor can an alteration be made, but 
by means violent and contrary to our interests; 
except in a way which is not the object of the 
Report, namely, an efficacious system of encou- 
ragement to home manufactures. Every effort 
to turn the tide of trade from Great Britain to 
other countries, will amount to a premium upon 
the manufactures and productions of those coun- 
tries, at the expense of the people of the United 
States. 

How does it happen that the imports from Great 
Britain are so considerable ? Evidently from two 
causes : 

Ist. Because Great Britain, aggregately consi- 
dered, is unquestionably the first manufacturing 
country in the world, and can supply us with the 
greatest number of articles we want, on the best 
terms. . 

2d. Because her merchants have large capitals, 
and can afford to give us extensive credit. Our 
merchants, in general, have small capitals, and 
want credit. 

Both the one and the other circumstance make 
it the interest of this country to deal with that, to 
the extent we do. , 

It is manifestly our interest to be supplied with 
the manufactures we want, of the best quality, 
and on the best terms, and to take them from that 
country which is most able to furnish them. De- 
ficient in capital ourselves, it has been very useful 
to us to find a country which could supply that 
deficiency ; no circumstance has tended more to 
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nourish the industry, the agriculture, and the 
commerce of this country, and to advance its 
growth; and, though in a far less degree, it con- 
tinues still to have the same effect. In proportion 
as we have less need of our own capital, to pur- 
chase the foreign commodities we want, is our 
ability to use it, in the exportation of our own, in 
ship building and navigation, in manufactures and 
other internal improvements, and in the payment 
of the national revenue. 

There is no country in the world in a situation 
to benefit so much by the aid of foreign capital, as 
the United States. This arises, not only from 
the inadequateness, compared with the objects of 
employment of our own capital, but from the con- 
dition in which we are, with numerous resources 
unexplored and undeveloped. 

But, it has been said, that France can supply 
us with many articles better than Great Britain. 
This expression, better, ought to include credit, as 
well as price and quality ; for,if we stand in need 
of credit, that country which cannot give it to us, 
cannot supply us on as good terms as the country 
which can. Now, it is Eaaeks that the merchants 
of France are unwilling or unable to give compe- 
tent credit to our merchants. Moreover, though 
it may be true that France can supply us with 
some articles of as good. or better quality than 
Great Britain, the number and extent of them is 
small, compared with the number and extent of 
the articles with which Great Britain and Ireland 
can furnish us, of better quality, and, quality con- 
sidered, cheaper than France. The great bulk of 
the articles we import from Europe, consists of 
hard-wares, earthen ware, manufactures of cotton 
and wool, and linens; all of which, for general 
use, can be had better from Britain and Ireland 
than from other countries. The present extremely 
deranged state of the manufactures of France, is 
not here noticed, as the argument is deemed suffi- 
ciently strong without it. Every man of business 
knows that it is of moment to a merchant, to find 
a various and well assorted cargo, and that it is, 
generally speaking, his interest to go to that place 
where he can obtain the greatest variety of the 
articles of his trade, though some of them may not 
be upon equally good terms, rather than go to 
another, where he cannot have the same variety 
and assortment of good articles, though he might 
be able to obtain there a few of better quality and 
lower price. Hence, Great Britain is, in every 
view, the best supplier of this country. As trade 
has been hitherto left to find its own channels, the 
presumption is, that it has flowed into those where 
its natural relations and its best interests have led. 

I shall not deny that it would be desirable, in or- 
der to diminish our dependence for supply on one 
nation, that others could attract a portion of the 
trade we have with Great Britain, by being able 
to supply us equally well with what we want, 
and in a manner which would make it the interest 
of our merchants to turn their attention towards 
them. But it will not follow, that such change 
ought to be brought about by artificial methods. 
Indeed, this cannot be done, without sacrificing 
the interests of this country to those of others. 
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To lessen the importation of the commodities 
of Great Britain, as far as it may be practicable. 
we must have recourse to prohibitions or to du- 
ties, so much higher than those paid by other coun- 
tries on the like articles, as to counterbalance the 
disadvantages they labor under, in the competition 
for our market. Either method will operate as a 
bounty upon the commodities of certain foreign 
nations, to the prejudice of others, which bount 
will be paid at the expense of our citizens. 
prohibition, by lessening the competition of foreign 
nations, and of course the quantity of goods brought 
to market, would increase the price of the goods 
of those nations to whom the monopoly was 

iven; our citizens would consequently pay dearer 
or their supply, and would sustain a positive ex- 

ense to support, not their own industry and manu- 
actures, but those of other countries. The same 
effect would happen in the case of additional du- 
ties ; they would, either exclude the articles of the 
countries upon which they were laid, and operate 
as a prohibition, or, if they did not, they would 
tend to raise the prices of all articles of the same 
kind, from whatever country brought ; those who 
import the highly dutied articles would endeavor 
to icorporate the duty with the price, because 
they could not afford to do otherwise. The im- 
porters from the other countries would take ad- 
vantage of this circumstance to increase their 
profit, and would add proportionally to the price 
of their commodities. But the very necessity of 
ae high duties to favor the competition of 
other countries, supposes that they cannot afford to 
sell their commodities of equal quality as cheap as 
the country on whose commodities the duties are 
laid, and aims, by rendering these dearer, to bring 
them at least to the level of those which were 
before undersold. It results, that the people of 
the United States will have to pay higher prices 
than formerly, and this, as already observed, not 
for their own advantage, but for that of foreigners. 

Among the contrivances used to depreciate the 
value of our commercial connexion with Great 
Britain, is this, that the credit which she gives us 
is pernicious,. ‘nducing as to run in debt. As 
well might it bv said, that the credit which a set- 
tler of new land obtains, upon the land which he 
has purchased, or that which a tailor gets upon 
the cloth which he works up, in the course of his 
trade, is prejudicial. The truth is, that credit 
i liable to abuse, is the substitute for capital 
in all trades, and that it serves to foster them, and 
increase the mass of industry, though the slothful 
and extravagant suffer by it. In a young country, 
like ours, it is an essential nutriment. 

If we turn to the West Indies, there, too, the 
comparison as to our supply is in favor of Great 
Britain. While, from the French West Indies, the 
permanent system of France allows us to have 
a but molasses and rum, that of Great Bri- 
tain allows us not only to have those articles, but, 
in addition to them, sugar, coffee, cocoa, ginger, 

imento, and salt, and that directly from the 
islands; while the general rule is, that they can- 
not be carried directly to any other foreign coun- 
try. It ought to be deemed no inconsiderable ad. 


vantage to have a direct supply from the islands 
of necessaries and comforts so important to us, and 
to be relieved from the inconvenience and expense 
of getting them by the cireuitous route of Europe; 
an advantage to which we were left by the sys- 
tem of France, as far as it could be executed. [ts 
having been in a great degree frustrated by Colo 
nial relaxations and contraband practices, does not 
alter the complexion of that system. 

It follows, from what has been said, that Great 
Britain is our best furnisher, as well as our best 
customer. 


NAVIGATION. 


In all the points upon which the comparison of 
our commerce with Great Britain and France has 
hitherto turned, the advantage is on the side of 
that which we carry on with Great Britain. 
The only point of further comparison respects our 
navigation. 

In the trade immediately between the United 
States and Great Britain, as far as respects our 
own commodities, our ships are upon the same 
footing with those of Great Britain, (with the ex- 
ception, only, of 1s. 9d. sterling per ton, for light 
and Trinity dues, paid more on ours than on Bri- 
tish vessels, in all the ports of England, but Lon- 
don,) and on a better footing than those of other 
foreign Powers; for, while they pay, upon the 
carriage of several of their own commodities, 
additional duties, called alien duties, our ships 
are exempt from them. This is a discrimination 
of some consequence in our favor, beneficial not 
only to our navigation, but to our agriculture. It 
is, to a certain extent, a departure, in our favor, 
from the principle of her Navigation Act. 

In the trade between the United States and 
France, our ships are upon the same footing with 
the most favored nations, not better. So far, there- 
fore, the comparison is in favor of the system of 
Great Britain. But France allows us to carr 
thither foreign commodities in our bottoms, which 
Great Britain does not permit. This is an advan- 
tage, but it is one which we enjoy in common 
with other nations, and its importanee, in fact, has 
hitherto not been very great, though it has been 
rendered greater than it would naturally be, by 
the disordered state of her West India affairs. 

The point truly interesting to us is the carriage 
of our own commodities. From the British West 
Indies our vessels are entirely excluded, (except 
in the instance of salt from Turk’s Island,) while 
France admits into her islands our vessels of sixty 
tons and upwards, in common with the like ves- 
sels of other foreign countries. The comparison, 
therefore, in respect to the West Indies, is entirely 
in favor of France. It may not be improper to 
remark, incidentally, that it is far more important 
to us to have our navigation upon a good footing 
with the European dominions of Great Britain 
than with her West India possessions. This is 
evinced by considering that our exports to her 
West Indies are, upon an average, less than a 
third of our exports to her European dominions. 
But, upon the whole, the system of France may 
be considered as more favorable to our navigation 
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than that of Great Britain. Yet the effect, as to 
the quantity of our tonnage employed in our trade 
with those countries, is very different from that 
which is suggested in the Report of the Secretary 
of State, who has, in this respect, pursued a very 
erroneous guide. He states the tonnage employed 
between the United States and the dominions of 
France at 116,410 tons; the dominions of Great 
Britain, 43,580 tons. But this statement is taken, 
not according to the number of ships employed, 
but according to the number of inward entries 
made by each. Of course a vessel of one hundred 
tons, making two voyages in a year to and from 
Great Britain, (as much as can usually be made, ) 
would appear, by the duties, only as two hundred 
tons; whereas the same, or another vessel of equal 
burden, making four voyages in a year to the 
French West Indies, (which can without difficulty 
be done,) would appear, by the same entries, as 
four hundred tons; so that our navigation with 
the British dominions, being entirely with those 
of Europe, where the voyages in a year are few, 
and with the French dominions, being chiefly 
with the West Indies, where the voyages in a year 
are frequent, it mi he happen that the returns 
which have been followed by the Secretary of 
State would show, nominally, double the quantity 
of tonnage employed between the United States 
and the dominions of Fratice than between the 
United States and the dominions of Great Britain, 
while, in fact, we might have more actual tonnage 
employed in the latter than in the former case. 
An inaccuracy of this nature demonstrates the 
incorrect manner in which the Report has been 
framed. According to a return lately made to 
this House, the real proportion of actual tonnage 
of the United States employed in our trade with 
the dominions of France and Great Britain, in the 
year ending 30th September, 1792, is as follows: 
with those of France, 82,510 tons; with those of 
Great Britain, 66,582 tons. We find, then, upon 
a comprehensive and particular investigation of 
the system of Great Britain, that, instead of its 
wearing an aspect particularly unfriendly to us, it 
has, in fact, a contrary aspect; that, compared 
with other foreign nations, it makes numerous and 
substantial discriminations in our favor; that it 
secures, by means which operate as bounties upon 
our commodities, a preference in her markets 
to the greatest number of our principal produc- 
tions, and thereby materially promotes our agri- 
cultare and commerce; that, in the system of 
France, there is but a single and not very impor- 
tant instance of a similar kind; that, if France 
allows us some advantage of navigation in her 
islands, she allows the same advantages to all 
other foreign nations, while Great Britain allows 
advantages to our navigation with herself directly 
which she does not allow to other foreign nations; 
that, if France admits our salted fish into her 
West India islands, she does it under such duties 
upon ours, and such premiums upon her own, as 
would exclude us from them, if she had capacity 
to supply herself, while she formally prohibits our 
flour; that, if Great Britain excludes our fish from 
her islands. she freely admits our flour; that 


while France, as far as we are permitted to trade 
with her islands, lets in other foreign nations to a 
competition with us on equal terms, Great Britain 
excludes from a competition with most of the 
articles of ‘the United States, which she admits 
into the islands, the like articles of other foreign 
countries; that, while France permits us 2 be 
supplied directly from her islands with nothin 
more than she permits to other nations, and wit 
only the two articles of molasses and rum, Great 
Britain allows us to be supplied directly from her 
islands with a considerable number of essential 
articles, and refuses a direct supply of those arti- 
cles to other foreign counties; that, if the system 
of France is somewhat more favorable to our na- 
vigation, that of Great Britain is far more favora- 
ble to our agriculture, our commerce, and to the 
due and comfortable supply of our wants; that 
Great Britain is a better furnisher than France of 
the articles we want from other foreign countries, 
and a better customer for what we have to sell; 
and that the actual relations of commerce between 
the United States and Great Britain are more ex- 
tensive and important than between the United 
States and France, and it may be added, or an 
other country in the world, for our trade wit 
France is no doubt second in importance. Where, 
then, is the ground for extolling the liberal policy 
of France, the superior importance of our com- 
mercial connexion with her, and for exclaiming 
against the illiberal and oppressive policy of Great 
Britain, and for representing our intercourse with 
her as secondary in consequence and utility? 
There is none. It is altogether a deception, which 
has been long successfully practised upon the peo- 
ple of the United States,and which it is high time 
we should unmask. If we pass from the fact of 
the footing of our commerce with France and 
Great Britain to the principles and motives of 
their respective systems, we shall find as little 
room for eulogium on the one as censure on the 
other. Candor will assign to both the same sta- 
tion in our good or bad opinion. Both, like other 
nations, have aimed at securing the greatest pos- 
sible portion of benefit to themselves, with no 
greater concession to our interests than was sup- 
posed to coincide with their own. The Colonial 
systems of France is the great theme of the plaud- 
its of her partisans. The detail already entered 
into respecting it will now be further elucidated 
by a concise view of its general principles and 
rogress. An ordinance of the year 1727, like the 
ritish Navigation Act, had given to the mother 
country a monopoly of the trade of the Colonies, 
and had entirely excluded foreigners from it. Ex- 
perience having shown, as we learn from an ordi- 
nance of August 30, 1784, that it was necessary to 
moderate the rigor of that system, small relaxa- 
tions from time to time accordingly took place ; 
and, by the ordinance just mentioned, more im- 
portant alterations were made. That ordinance 
establishes several free poats in the French islands: 
one at St. Lucie, one at Martinique, one at Gua- 
daloupe, one at Tobago, and three at St. Domingo, 
and grants permission, “till the King should please 
otherwise to ordain,” to foreign vessels of at least 
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sixty tons burden, to carry to those free ports 
wood of all kinds, pit coal, live animals, salted 
beef, but not pork, salted cod fish, rice, Indian 
corn, vegetables, green hides in the hair or tanned, 
peltry, turpentine, and tar, and to take from the 
same ports molasses, rum, and merchandises, which 
had been imported from France, charging the arti- 
cles which are permitted to be imported with the 
duties stated in the table. The steps which suc- 
ceeded that ordinance, calculated to narrow its 
eens in regard to the articles of fish, have been 

ready noted so particularly as to render a reca- 
pitulation unnecessary. It is sufficient to repeat 
that they manifested on this point a decided dis- 
position to exclude, as far as possible, foreign from 
a competition with their own fish. It appears, 
then, that the general principle of the Colony sys- 
tem of France, like that of Great Britain, was a 
system of monopoly, and that some temporary 
deviations from it were from time to time made, 
from necessity or the force of circumstances. In 
like manner the Navigation Act of Great Britain 
gives the mother country a monopoly of the trade 
of her Colonies, not only as to navigation, but as 
to supply ; but the force of circumstances has led 
to some deviations. The deviations of France 
have extended partially to navigation, as well as 
to supply. Those of Great Britain have extended 
further than those of France, as to supply, but 
have been narrower as to navigation. Neither, 
however, has deviated further than particular situ- 
ation dictated. Great Britain has been less relaxed 
on the article of navigation than France, because 
the means of navigation possessed by the former 
were more adequate than those possessed by the 
latter. France has been more restrictive on the 
article of exports than Great Britain, because her 
home market was more adequate to the consump- 
tion of the productions of her islands than that of 
Great Britain to those of her islands, and because 
the latter found advantages in allowing a free ex- 
ros to the United States as an article of exchange. 

rance permitted the introduction of salted beef 
and fish into her islands, because she could not 
sufficiently furnish those articles herself; she pro- 
hibited flour and pork, because she thought herself 
competent to the supply of them. Great Britain 

rohibited fish, because she knew herself able to 
urnish it, and, like France, was jealous of an in- 
terference with her fisheries. as a main support of 
her navigation. She permitted flour, because she 
knew herself unable to supply it. As far as the 
measures of France may have had a conciliatory 
aspect towards this country, she was influenced 
by the desire of sharing more largely in our trade, 
and diverting it more bees her ancient rival. As 
far as the measures of Great Britain may have 
made any concession to us, they have proceeded 
from a sense of our importance to her as a cus- 
tomer, from the utility of our supplies to her, from 
a conviction that it was necessary to facilitate to 
us the means of re-exchange; that it was better 
to take our commodities which were paid for in 
commodities, than those of other countries which 
she might have to pay for in specie; that it was 
good policy to give us some douceur, as well to 


hinder our commerce from running into another 
channel, as to prevent collisions which might be 
mutually injurious. These are the true features of 
the systems of both countries, as to motives. If 
we are unprejudiced we shall see in neither of 
them either enmity or particular friendship; but 
we shall see in both a predominant principle of 
self-interest, the enidentll dae of national conduct. 

Having completed - comparison of the two 
systems of France and Great Britain. towards this 
country, I shall now extend it to those of other 
countries, in order to mark the principal differ- 
ences. 

{Here Mr. Smiru described the situation of our 
commercial relations with the United Nether- 
lands, Sweden, Spain, Portugal, and Denmark, 
and drew the somilaidint that the system of Great 
Britain, not only as compared with that of France, 
was entitled to our preference, but that it was also 
greatly to be preferred to that of all the before- 
mentioned nations, except, perhaps, the United 
Netherlands.] He then continued his speech as 
follows : 

From the view which has been taken, this ge- 
neral reflection results, that the system of every 
country is selfish according to its circumstances, 
and contains all those restrictions and exclusions 
which it deems useful to its own interest. Be- 
sides this, a desire to secure to the mother country 
a monopoly of the trade of its Colonies, is a predo- 
minant feature in the system of almost every 
country in Europe. Nor is it without foundation 
in reason. Colonies, especially small islands,. are 
usually maintained and defended at the expense 
of the mother country, and it seems a natural re- 
compense for that service, that the mother country 
should enjoy, exclusively of other nations, the be- 
nefit of trade with its Colonies. This was thought 
reasonable by the United States, while Colonies, 
even after their disputes on the point of taxation 
had begun; and however the question may stand 
between the mother country and its Colonies, be- 
tween the former and foreign nations, it is not 
easy to see how the equity of the exclusion can be 
contested. At any rate, its being the most pre- 
vailing system of nations having Colonies, there is 
no room for acrimony against a particular one 
that pursues it. This ought not to dissuade the 
United States from availing itself of every just 
and proper influence to gain admission into the 
Colony trade of the nations concerned; but this 
object ought to be pursued with moderation, not 
under the instigation of a sense of injury, but on 
the ground of temperate negotiation and reasona- 
ble equivalent. 

These observations ought to produce two effects, 
to moderate our resentments against particular 
nations and our partialities for others, and to evince 
the impracticability and Quixotism of an attempt 
by violence, on the part of this young country, to 
break through the fetters which the Sabveenal po- 
licy of nations imposes on their intercourse with 
each other. 

Our moderation in this respect ought to be ex- 
cited by another reflection—does not our own sys- 
tem present a number of exclusions and restrictions 
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similar to those of which we complain? Let us 
look into our impost and tonnage acts; do they 
not exhibit a number of instances of duties pro- 
hibitory in their aoe and extent? Do they 
not, by additional duties on foreign vessels and on 


goods brought in foreign vessels, secure a decided’ 


superiority to our ships in the navigation between 
this country and all those to which they are per- 
mitted to go? If duties on goods of one country, 
imported into another, are oppressions and grie- 
vances, (as the Secretary of State seems frequent- 
ly to suppose,) how few are the foreign articles 
brought into the United States, on which consi- 
derable duties are not laid. 

The Secretary of State, after pointing out the 
exclusions, restrictions, and burdens, which prevent 
our enjoying all the advantages which we could 
desire in the trade with foreign countries, proceeds 
to indicate the remedies; these are counter-ex- 
clusions, restrictions, and burdens. 

The reason of the thing and the general observ- 
ations of the Secretary of State, would extend the 
regulations to be adopted to all the nations with 
whom we have connexions in trade ; but his con- 
clusion would seem to confine them to Great Bri- 
tain, on the suggestion that she alone has declined 
friendly arrangements by treaty, and that there is 
no reason to conclude, that friendly arrangements 
would be declined by other nations. 

The suggestion with regard to Great Britain, 
appears not to be well founded, if we are to judge 
from the correspondence of the British Minister, 
Mr. Hammond, communicated by the Presipent 
to the House. Mr. Jefferson asks him, if he is 
empowered to treat on the subject of commerce ; 
he replies, that he is fully authorized to enter into 
a negotiation for that purpose, though not as yet 
empowered to conclude. Upon further difficulty 
and objection on the part of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. 
Hammond renews his assurance of his competency 
to enter on a negotiation, which he rests on his 
commission, as Minister Plenipotentiary, and his 
instructions; Mr. Jefferson requires a communi- 
cation of his full powers for that purpose, and de- 
clines the negotiation. This was by no construc- 
tion a declining on the part of the British Minister. 
Forms were the obstacle with the Secretary of 
State, whose zeal, at best, was not greater than 
Mr. Hammond’s. 

But with regard to Spain, these observations 
occur. A secret article with France, stipulated 
for Spain a right to become a party to our com- 
mercial treaty with France, on the same terms. 
She has never availed herself of the right. Do 
we not know, that measures have been since pur- 
sued towards forming a treaty of commerce with 
her? Do we not know that none has been formed? 
Have we not reason to suspect, that such a treaty, 
on eligible terms, could not be obtained but at a 
= which we should be unwilling to pay for it? 

ave no measures been pursued towards effecting 
a commercial treaty with a power so interesting 
to us as Portugal? What was the object of send- 
ing a Minister there? How happens it, that there 
isno return? Is not there reason to conclude, 
from the long delay, that there are serious obstacles 


tothe forming a proper treaty of commerce with 
that nation? 

Why, then, is Great Britain selected, but that 
it is Most in unison with our passions to enter into 
collisions with her? 

If retaliations for restrictions, exclusions, and 
burdens, are to take place, they ought to be dealt 
out, with a proportional hand, to all those from 
whom they are experienced. This, justice and 
an inoffensive conduct, require. If, suffering equal 
impediments to our trade from one Power as an- 
other, we retaliate on one and not on another, we 
manifest that we are governed by a spirit of hos- 
tility towards the Power against whom our reta- 
liation is directed, and we ought to count upon a 
reciprocation of that spirit. If, suffering fewer 
from one than from another, we retaliate only on 
that party from whom we suffer least, the spirit of 
enmity, by which we were actuated, becomes 
more unequivocal. If, receiving a positively bet- 
ter treatment from one than another, we deal most 
harshly towards that Power which treats us best, 
will it be an evidence either of justice or modera- 
tion? Will it not bea proof either of caprice, 
or of a hatred and aversion, of a nature to over- 
rule the considerations both of equity and pru- 
dence? 

Whatever questions may be raised about the 
preference due to the British commercial system, 
as compared with that of France, there can be 
none, comparing it either with that of Spain or 
Portugal. 

Where, then, is the justification of the attempt 
to produce a war of commercial regulations with 
Great Britain, passing over greater objections to 
the policy observed towards us by other nations? 

Commercial regulations ought to be bottomed 
on commercial motives: but, if political grievances 
are to be implicated, is there no Power proposed to 
- en of whom we have cause to com- 

ain 
E The propositions, (which may be considered as 
a —— on the report,) do every thing but 
name Great Britain. Professedly confined to the 
Powers with whom we have no treaties of com- 
merce, the articles selected, as the objects of regu- 
lation, have scarcely any application but to Great 
Britain. This is but a flimsy cover; the design 
will be mistaken by no one, and there would have 
been much more dignity in naming the party with 
whom it was meant to contend. 

The idea of an apportionment of retaliation to 

rievance is rendered impossible by our treaties. 

hese contain precise stipulations of mutual pri- 
vileges, and in each case the general principle of 
the party being on the footing of the most favored 
nation. 

But at least it might be done with regard to the 
Powers with whom we have no treaties, and the 
not proposing it will be considered as a clear proof 
that the ostensible object is one thing, the real ob- 
ject another. 

Will it be believed out of doors that all this pro- 
ceeds from a pure zeal for the advancement of 
commerce and navigation? Have the views of 


'our public councils been uniform on this point ? 
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Have they never contributed to those favorable 
opportunities for making such a treaty, by recall- 
ing powers for that purpose once given, by defeat- 
ing efforts made to send them when they might 
have been useful ? 
Whatever may be the motive, the operation 
may clearly be pronounced to be a phenomenon 
in political history—a Government attempting to 
aid commerce by throwing it into confusion; b 
obstructing the most precious channels in whic 
it flows, under the pretence of making it flow more 
freely ; by damming up the best outlet for the sur- 
lus commodities of the country, and the best in- 
et for the supplies, of which it stands in need ; by 
disturbing, without temptation, a beneficial course 
of things, in an experiment precarious, if not des- 
perate; by arresting the current of a prosperous 
and progressive navigation, to transfer it to other 
countries, and by making all this wild work in the 
blameable, but feeble attempt to build up the ma- 
nufactures and trade of another country at the ex- 
pense of the United States. 
Let us take a closer view of the project. It has 
been proved that it does not rest on a basis of dis- 
tributive justice, and observations have been made 
to evince its impolicy. But this demands a more 
critical examination. 
Let it be premised, that it isa project calculated 
to disturb the existing course of three-fourths of 
our import trade, two-fifths of our export trade, 
and the means on which depend two-thirds, at 
least, of our revenues. 

To be politic, therefore, it ought to unite these 
different ingredients : 
First. An object of adequate utility to the 
country. 
Second. A moral certainty, at least, of success. 
Third. An assurance that the advantage likely 
to be obtained is not overbalanced by the incon- 
veniences likely to be incurred, and as an equiva- 
lent for the jeopardy to which advantages in our 
possession are exposed. 

1st. The direct object professed to be aimed at, 
is a freer trade with Great Britain, and access to 
her West India Islands, in our own ships. A col- 
lateral one, the success of which seems most relied 
on, is to transfer a part of our too great trade 
with Great Britain to other nations, particularly 
France. 
The first is no doubt an object of real magni- 
tude, worthy of every reasonable and promising 
exertion. The second, in the single light of ob- 
viating a too great dependence for supply on one 
nation, is not unworthy of attention, but, as before 
observed, it ought only to be aimed at by expedi- 
ents neither embarrassing nor expensive; it is a 
very insufficient object to be pursued either at 
hazard or expense to the people of the United 
States. It has been already shown, that to pur- 
sue it, either by prohibitions or partial increase of 
duties, would be a costly undertaking to this 
country. 
2d. The second ingredient is, “a moral certain- 
ty of success.” The argument used to prove the 
probability, nay, the certainty of success, is this: 
the United States are a most important customer 
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to Great Britain; they now take off near three 
millions in her manufactures, and by the progress 
of their population, which is likely to exceed that 
of their manufactures, the probability is, that their 
importance as a customer will increase, every 
year; their importance to Great Britain, as a 
source of supply, is not less than as a customer 
for her manufactures; the articles with which 
they furnish her, are those of prime necessity, 
consisting of the means of subsistence, and the 
materials for ship-buildingand manufactures, while 
the articles we derive from her, are mostly those 
of convenience and luxury ; her supplies to us are 
therefore less useful than ours to her ; that it would 
be contrary to all good policy in Great Britain, to 
hazard the turning of a commerce so beneficial, 
into other channels; besides all this, Great Britain 
is immersed in debt, and ina state of decrepitude ; 
derangement of our commerce with her, would 
endanger a shock to the whole fabric of her credit, 
and by affecting injuriously the interests of a great 
portion of her mercantile body,and by throwing out 
of employ a large number of her manufacturers, 
would raise a clamor against the Ministry too loud 
and too extensive to be resisted; and that they 
would consequently be compelled, by the weight 
of these considerations to yield to our wishes. 

It is as great an error in the Councils of a coun- 
try to over-rate as to under-rate its importance. 
The foregoing argument does this, and it does it 
in defiance of experience. Similar arguments 
were formerly used in favor of a non-importation 
scheme; the same consequences now foretold, 
were then predicted in the most sanguine manner ; 
but the prediction was not fulfilled. This it would 
seem, ought to be a caution to us now, and ought 
to warn us against relying upon the like effects, 
promised from a measure of much less force, 
namely, an increase of duties. 

if our calculations are made on the ordinary 
course of the human passions, or on a just estimate 
ot relative advantages for the contest proposed, 
we shall not be sanguine in expecting that the 
victory will be readily yielded to us, or that it will 
be easily obtained. 

The Navigation Act of Great Britain, the princi- 
ples of which exclude us from the advantages we 
wish to enjoy, is deemed by English politicians, 
as the palladium of her riches, greatness, and se- 
curity. 

After having cherished it for such a long suc- 
cession of years, after having repeatedly hazarded 
much for the maintenance of it, with so strong a 
conviction of its immense importance, is it at all 
probable that she would surrender it to us without 
a struggle—that she would permit us to extort the 
abandonment of it from her without a serious trial 
of strength? 

Prejudices riveted by time and habit, opinions 
fixed by long experience of advantages, a sense of 
interest, irritated pride, a spirit of resentment at 
the attempt, all these strong circumstances would 
undoubtedly prompt to resistance. It would be 
felt, that if a concession were made to us upon the 
strength of endeavors to extort it, the whole sys- 
tem must be renounced; it would be perceived 
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that the way having been once successfully pointed 
out to other nations, would not fail to be followed, 
and that a surrender to one would be a surrender 
to all. 

Resistance, therefore, would certainly follow in 
one or other mode, a war of arms, or of commer- 
cial regulations. 

If the first should be determined upon, it would 
not be difficult for Great Britain to persuade the 
other Powers with whom she is united, that they 
ought to make common cause with her. She 
would represent that our regulations were in fact 
only a covert method of taking part in the war by 
embarrassing her, and that it was the interest of 
the cause in which they were combined, to frus- 
trate our attempts. 

If war could be foreseen as the certain conse- 
quence of the experiment proposed to be made, no 
arguments would be necessary to dissuade from 
it. Every body would be sensible that more was 
to be lost than gained, and that so great a hazard 
ought not to be run. 

ut we are assured that there is no danger of 
this consequence, that no nation would have a 
right to take umbrage at any regulations we 
should adopt with regard to our own trade, and 
that Great Britain would take care how she put 
to risk so much as she would hazard by a quarrel 
with us. 

All this is far more plausible than solid. Ex- 
perience has proved to us that the Councils of that 
country are influenced by passion as well as our 
own. If we should seize the present moment to 
attack her in a point where she is peculiarly sus- 
ceptible, she would be apt to regard it as a mark 
of determined hostility. This would naturally 
tend to kindle those sparks of enmity which are 
alleged to exist on her side. War is as often the 
result of resentment as of calculation. A direct and 
immediate war between us would not be surpris- 
ing 5 but if this should not take place, mutual ill 
ofhces and irritations, which naturally grow out 
of such a state of things, would be apt quickly to 
lead to it. Insults and aggressions might become 
so multiplied and open as not to permit forbear- 
ance on either side. 

It would be a calculation with Great Britain whe- 
ther she could best oppose us by retaliating regu- 
lations, or by arms. 

As circumstances at the moment of deliberation 
should point, according to the then view of proba- 
bilities, would be the result. The decision may be 
in favor of war, under the idea that its distresses 
might induce us to enter into a commercial treaty 
upon her own terms; who can pronounce that 
this would not be the result, when it is considered 
that she is likely to be aided by so many other 
maritime powers now in her connexion ? 

Let us, however, take it for granted, that she 
would prefer the other course, that of retaliating 
regulations; how will the contest stand? The 
proportion of the whole exports of Great Britain, 


which comes to the United States, is about one- 

fifth ; the proportion of our exports, which goes to 

Great Britain, is about one-eighth of the whole 

amount of herimports. Taking the mean of these 
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| proportions of imports and exports, the proportion 


which our trade with Great Britain bears to the 
totality of her trade is about one-sixth. 

The proportion of imports from the dominions 
of Great Britain into the United States, may be 
stated at three-fourths of our whole importation ; 
the proportion which our exports to the same do- 
minions bears to our total exportation may be 
stated at two-fifths ; taking the mean of those two, 
the proportion which our trade with Great Britain 
bears to our whole trade is something more than 
one-half. 

It follows, then, that while a commercial war- 
fare with Great Britain would disturb the course 
of about one-sixth of her trade, it would disturb 
the course of more than one-half of ours. 

This much greater proportional derangement of 
our trade than of hers by a contest, is a mathema- 
tical demonstration that the contest would be un- 
equal on our part; that we should put more to 
hazard than Great Britain would do; should be 
likely to suffer greater inconvenience than her, 


and consequently, (the resolution and perseve- 


rance of the two parties being supposed equal,) 
would be soonest induced to abandon the contest. 
The inequality of the contest is evinced by these 


further considerations. The capital of Great Bri- 


tain is greater in proportion to numbers than ours. 
A manufacturing, as well as an agricultural na- 


tion, the objects of her industry and the materials 
of her trade are as much diversified as can be well 
conceived, while ours are few and simple. The 
habits of her people admit of her bringing into ac- 
tion every source of revenue which she possesses, 
while those of ours embarrass the Government at 
every step, and would render substitutes for the 
existing ones extremely difficult. The Govern- 
ment of Great Britain has all the energy which 
can be derived either from the nature of a Go- 
vernment, or from long habits of obedience in the 
people, while ours is in its infancy—neither con- 
firmed by age nor habit, and with many circum- 
stances to lessen its force. No one can but be sen- 


sible, that in proportion to the capital of a mer- 
chant or a nation, is the faculty to endure partial 
derangements to the trade carried on by the one 
or the other ; that in proportion to the diversity of 
objects which a merchant or a nation can bring 
to market, is the faculty to find new resources of 
trade, and to bear the temporary suspension of 
existing ones; that in proportion to the habitude 
of a nation to endure taxation, is the facility ofa 
Government to find substitutes for revenues lost; 
that in proportion to the energy of a Government 
and the habits of obedience of a people, is the 
chance of perseverance on the part of such Go- 
vernment, in measures producing inconveniences 
to the community. 

Great Britain then would have less to resist and 
more means of resistance than the United States; 
the United States more to resist and less means of 
resistance than Great Britain. Which party are 
the chances against in such a contest? Can any 
one say that the United States ought, in sucha 
comparative situation, to count on success Mm an 
experiment like that proposed, with sufficient as- 
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surance to be justified in hazarding upon it so great 
a derangement of its affairs, as may result from 
the measure ? 

The main argument for the chance of success, 
is, that our supplies to Great Britain are more 
necessary to her than hers tous. But this isa 
position which our self-love gives more credit to 
than facts will altogether authorize. Well-in- 
formed men in other countries, (whose opportuni- 
ties of information are at least as good as ours, ) 
affirm, that Great Britain can obtain a supply of 
most of the articles she obtains from us, as cheap 
and of as good a quality elsewhere, with only two 
exceptions, namely, tobacco and grain, and the 
latter is only occasionally wanted ; a considerable 
substitute for our tobacco, though not of equal 
quality, may be had elsewhere; and even admit- 
ting this position to be too strongly stated, yet 
there is no good reason to doubt that it is in a great 
degree true. The Colonies of the different Euro- 
pean Powers on this Continent, some countries on 
the Mediterranean, and the Northern countries of 
Europe, are in situations adapted to becoming our 
competitors. 

On the other hand, the manufactured articles 
which we do not make ourselves, (the greatest 
part of which are, in civilized countries, necessa- 
ries,) are as important to us as our materials for 
manufacture (the only articles for which her de- 
mand is constant,) are to Great Britain. The po- 
sition is as true, that no other nation can supply 
us as well as that country, with several essential 
articles which we want, as that no nation can sup- 
ply her equally well with certain articles which 
she takes from us; and as to other articles of sub- 
Sistence, it is certain that our demand for manu- 
factured supplies is more constantly urgent than 
her demand for those articles. here, indeed, 
shall we find a substitute for the vast supply of 
manufactures which we get from that country? 
No gentleman will say that we can suddenly re- 
place them by our manufactures, or that this, if 
practicable, could be done without a violent dis- 
tortion of the natural course of our industry. A 
substitute of our own being out of the question, 
where else shall we find one ? 

France was the Power which could best have 
filled any chasm that might have been created. 
But this is no longer the case. It is undeniable 
that the money capitals of that country have been 
essentially destroyed; that manufacturing esta- 
blishments, except those for war, have been essen- 
tially deranged. The destruction to which Lyons 
appears to be doomed, is a severe blow to the ma- 
nufactures of France ; that city, second in import- 
ance, in all respects, was perhaps the first in ma- 
nufacturing importance. It is more than proba- 
ble that France, for years to come, will herself 
want a foreign supply of manufactured articles. 

. Ata moment, then, when the manufactures of 
Great Britain have become more necessary than 
ever to us, can We expect to succeed in a contest 
which supposes that we can dispense with them? 
It may be said that the resolutions proposed do 
not suppose this; but they do suppose it, for they 
ought to proceed upon the possibility, nay, proba- 
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bility, that a system of commercial retaliation 
will be adopted by Great Britain, in which case 
we must inevitably sustain a defeat, if we cannot 
dispense both with her supplies and with her mar- 
ket for our supplies. 

Will it be answered that her manufactures will 
find their way to us circuitously, and our supplies 
to her inlike manner? If so, what are our regula- 
tions to produce but distress and loss to us? The 
manufactures of Great Britain will still be con- 
sumed, and our materials will still nourish those 
manufactures. 

The manufactures we take from her being less 
bulky than the supplies we send her, the charges 
of a circuitous transportation would be less than 
those of a like transportation of our commodities. 
In all the cases, therefore, in which those charges 
fall upon her, they would be lighter than in the 
cases in which the latter charges fell upon us. 
Moreover, as the articles of Great Britain would 
meet less competition in our markets than ours in 
hers, the increased charges on her manufactures 
would much oftener fall upon us than those upon 
our materials would fall upon her. So that both 
ways we should sustain loss. 

ut, it may be asked, what are the regulations 
Great Britain could adopt to counteract ours? | 
answer, she could, (among other conceivable 
things,) prohibit or lay prohibitory duties on her 
commodities to this country, and on ours to her, 
in our bottoms; and she might, in addition, tem- 
porarily grant the same privileges to Dutch or other 
triend] Steams which are now granted to those 
of the United States in the trade between us and 
herself; or she might go no further in this particu- 
lar than to permit the importation of our commo- 
dities in some of those bottoms. This, it is true, 
would be a departure from the system of her Na- 
vigation Act; but when the question was, whether 
she should surrender it permanently to us by ex- 
tortion, or temporarily to a Power more friendly 
to her, till the issue of the experiment could be 
decided, who can doubt what would be the course 
which interest and resentment would dictate? 

But there are numerous other regulations which 
could be adopted, and which, equally with the 
foregoing, would have the effect of transferring 
the trade between the two countries to the man- 
agement of some third party ; for, after all, it is 
not improbable this will be the result of the con- 
test, that, instead of the United States and Great 
Britain carrying on jointly as they now do the 
trade between the two countries, it will be carried 
on either directly or circuitously by some third 
Power, more to our detriment than to that of 
Great Britain. 

The manufactures of that country wiil get to us 
nearly in the same quantities they now do, with 
the disadvantage of additional charges. Such of 
our commodities as she cannot have of equal qual- 
ity elsewhere, will get to her also. The rest will 
be supplanted by the like commodities of other 
nations, and we shall lose the best market we have 
forthem. Those whoadvocate the system of conten- 
tion, should tell us where a substitute will be found. 
The merchants, who know that it is now difficult 
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enough to find markets for our surplus commodi- 
ties—that France, in ordinary times, affords a very 
contracted one, and that the French West Indies 
are not likely, in settled times, to be as good cus- 
tomers as they have been for Some time past, can- 
not desire to see the sphere abridged, and our 
landholders will quickly reprobate the plan. 

Thus, it appears, that the contest would be like- 
ly to issue against us, and to end in defeat and 
disgrace. 

hat would be our situation if we should make 
an attempt of the kind and fail in it? Our trade 
would then truly be in the power and at the dis- 
posal of Great Britain. 

3d. The third ingredient stated, as necessary to 
justify the Saeed attempt, isthis: that the pros- 

ect of advantages should be at least an equiva- 
ent for those in possession, which would be put in 
jeopardy by the experiment. 

It has been shown, that in fact there is no real 
prospect of advantage, but a considerable one of 
meconvenience and loss. This puts an end to com- 
parison. But it may be added, that our situation 
is precisely such an one as to forbid experiments. 
It is so, from the stage at which we are, as a peo- 
ple, too little advanced, too little matured for 

azardous experiments of any sort. 

This is not all; our general situation at this 
time is an eligible one; we are making as rapid a 
progress in most of the great branches of political 
prosperity as we can reasonably desire, and it 
would be imprudent to hazard such a situation, 
upon precarious speculations of greater advantage. 
The prosperity of a nation is not a plant to thrive 
in a hot-bed; moderation in this respect is the 
truest wisdom ; it is so plain a path, that it requires 
a peculiar sublimation of ideas to deviate from it. 

_ It is agreed on all hands, that all our great na- 
tional interests, our population, agriculture, manu- 
factures, commerce, and our navigation, are in a 
thriving and progressive state, advancing faster 
than was to have been expected, and as fast as can 
reasonably be desired. 

Our navigation, in the short space of three years, 
ending the 31st of December, 1792, has increased 
in the ratio of nearly one fifth. 

The proportions of our tonnage have been as 
follows: In 1790, 479,091 tons; m 1791, 501,790 
tons; in 1792, 568,283 tons; showing an increase 
of 89,192 tons. 

The proportion of foreign tonnage during the 
same years, has been: in 1790, 258,919 tons; in 
1791, 240,799 tons ; in 1792, 244,263 tons ; showing 
a decrease of 14,656 tons. This proves that our 
present system is highly favorable to the increase 
of our navigation, and that we are gradually sup- 
planting foreigners. 

The truth is, that the difference in the tonnage 
duty, and the addition of one-tenth upon the du- 
ties on ee imported in foreign bottoms, is a 

powerful encouragement to our shipping, and as 


it has not been of a magnitude to excite retalia- 
tion, it is much more likely to promote the inter- 


ests of our navigation, than violent measures, 


which would compel to retaliation ; prudence ad- 
monishes us to stop where we are, for the present, 
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rather than risk the advantages we possess, in 
trials of strength, that never fail to injure more or 
less both parties. 


If we turn from our shipping to our agriculture, 


we shall find no reason to be dissatisfied. 


The amount of our exports for the year ending 


the 30th of September, 1792, as appears by the 
last return of exports to this House, exceeded the 
two preceding years by $589,601 16. Itexceeded 
the mean of the two preceding years, by $1,597,- 
983 36. Our revenues are unquestionably more 
productive than was looked for. Those from im- 
ports have exceeded, in a year, $4.600,000. Of 
the increase of our manufactures, we have no pre- 
cise standard, but those who attend most to the 
subject entertain no doubt that they are pro- 
gressive. 


This certainly is not a state of things that in- 


vites to hazardous experiments. These are per- 
haps never justifiable, but when the affairs of a 
nation are in an unprosperous train. 


We experience, indeed, some embarrassments 


from the effects of the European war, but these 
are temporary, and will cease with that war, which 
of itself offers us some indemnifications, | mean a 
freer trade to the West Indies. 


I am greatly mistaken if the considerations, 


which have been suggested, do not conclusively 
prove the impolicy of the plan which is now re- 
commended for our adoption, So strong and de- 
cided is my own conviction, that I cannot but pur- 
suade myself, that of the Committee will lead to its 
rejection. A few miscellaneous observations will 
conclude what I have to offer on this very inter- 
esting subject. 


First. It has been made an objection to the pre- 


sent footing on which our trade is with Great 
Britain, that it is regulated by annual proclama- 
tion of the Executive, instead of a permanent law. 
This was at first laid down by the Secretary of 
State in terms so general as to include the West 


Indies; but he has since corrected the error, and 


told us that our trade with the British West Indies 


is regulated by a standing law. The fact itself 
nevertheless, is of no real importance. The actual 
footing, on which we are placed, is the only mate- 
rial point ; the mode of doing it is of little conse- 
quence. The annual proclamation of the British 
Executive is equivalent to the decree, revocable 
at pleasure, of any single Legislator, of the Mon- 
arch of Spain or Portugal, and it may be added, 
of the French Convention, which, though a nu- 
merous body, yet forming only one Assembly, 
without checks, is as liable to fluctuation as a sin- 
gle Legislator; and, in fact, its resolutions have 
been found as fickle and variable, as it was possi- 
ble for the resolutions of any single person to be. 
To prove this, if proof were required, it would be 
only necessary to refer to the frequent changes in 
the regulations they have made with regard to the 
trade of this country—to-day one thing, to-morrow 
another. Instability is more applicable to no po- 
litical institution than to a Legislature, consisting 
of a single popular Assembly. 

Second. The additional duties proposed, are ob- 
jectionable, because the existing duties are already, 







































































which they are proposed to be laid. 
Third. T feotas 


France. 


livres per quintal on that artic 
carry our tobacco in our own bottoms. 


tary of State to be prohibitory. 


into the British and Spanish islands also. 


lain the object. Privileges of trade in the West 


a party in the war. The declamations against the 
liberticide maxims of the ancient Government, 


solve themselves into this. This is a bargain 
which I trust a majority of this House will not be 
willing to make. I am_ sure our constituents 
would not thank us for it. 

But it may be asked, are we to sit with folded 
arms and tamely submit toall oppressions, restric- 
tions, and exclusions to which our trade is subject; 
if not, what are we to do? I answer, nothing cer- 
tainly at the present juncture. If the foundation 
of the question were more solid than I believe it 
to be, candidly and dispassionately considered, 
this is of all moments the most unfavorable for an 
experiment. Any movement of the kind would 
as before observed, be construed intoa political 
mancuvre and an attempt to embarrass one of the 
belligerent Powers, and would interest the feelings 
of all those united with her, producing conse- 
quently either war or additional trammels in every 
quarter upon our trade ; besides the weighty argu- 
ment, that the great source of subsidiary supply to 
which we might have heretofore looked has been 
obstructed. 





generally speaking, high enough for the state of 
our mercantile capital and the safety of collection. 
They are near twenty per centum on an average, 
upon the value of the objects on which they are 
laid ; higher than the duties of several countries, 
and high enough for our present condition. To 
augment the rates materially will be in the abstract 
to oppress trade; for we must have for our con- 
sumption the manufactures of the country on 






























‘To serve as a contrast to the conduct of 
Great Britain, we are told of the liberal over- 
tures for a commercial treaty lately made by 


It has been already remarked, that the conduct 
of France towards us since the commencement of 
the Revolution, is no basis of reasoning; it has 
undergone as many revolutions as their political 
systems; their measures at one period, with re- 
t to our tobacco, were of a complexion pecu- 
liarly hostile to us. The duty of twenty-five 
le, carried in our 

bottoms to France, and of only eighteen livres fif- 
teen sous on the same article, carried in French 
bottoms, amounted toa complete prohibition to 


The duty of twenty-five livres per quintal on 
foreign fish is another important instance of seve- 
rity of regulations, a duty admitted by the Secre- 


If there have been regulations and propositions 
of a more favorable nature, they are to be as- 
cribed to causes of the moment. During the con- 
tinuance of the Revolution, it is of necessity that 
we have carte blanche in the French West In- 
dies. We know that we are getting admission 


And as the overtures for a permanent system, 
Mr. Genet’s instructions, published by him, ex- 


fide islands are to be the price of our becoming 


and in fav r of free principles of commerce, re- 


207 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 208 


RP iii 
H. or R.| Commerce of the United States. [January, 1794, 





——— 


But I answer further, that we ought with great 
caution to attempt any thing at a future day, till 
we have acquired a maturity which will enable 
us to act with greater effect, and to brave the con- 
sequences, even if they should amount to war, and 
till we have secured more adequate means of in- 
ternal supply ; to which point we should bend our 
efforts, as the only rational and safe expedient, in 
our present circumstances, for counteracting the 
effects of the spirit of monopoly, which more or 
less tinctures not the system of Great Britain 
merely, but that of all Europe. But this it seems 
is not the favorite course, it is not high seasoned 
enough for our political palate; we not only turn 
aside from it with neglect, but we object away the 
plainest provisions of the Constitution to disable 
ourselves from pursuing it. 

Every year, for years to come, will make us a 
more important customer to Great Britain, and a 
more important furnisher of what she wants. If 
this does not lead to such a treaty of commerce 
as we desire, the period is not very distant when 
we may insist with much better effeet on what 
we desire, without any thing like the same degree 
of hazard. This last observation is not meant to 
be confined to Great Britain, but to extend to any 
other Power, as far as the stipulations of treaty 
5 permit. . 

isdom admonishes us to be patient “to make 
haste slowly.” Our progress is and will be rapid 
enough, if we do not throw away our advantages. 
Why should we be more susceptible than all the 
world ? Why should this young country throw 
down the gauntlet in favor of free trade against 
the world e There may be spirit in it, but there 
will certainly not be prudence. 

But again it may be asked, shall we pat nations, 
disposed to a more liberal system. upon the same 
footing with those differently disposed ? Will not 
_ tend to produce an unfriendly treatment from 
all ? 

I answer, first, that I think it has been proved, 
the nation against which we have been invited 

rincipally to aim our artillery, treats us with at 
east as much liberality as other nations, | mean 
in a commercial sense. 

I answer, secondly, that if there be nations, 
who are seriously disposed to establish with us 
more free and beneficial principles of trade, the path 
is plain ; let treaties be formed, fixing upon a solid 
basis the privileges which we are to enjoy, and the 
equivalent. I have no objection to granting greater 
privileges to one Power than to another, if it can 
be put on the stable foundation of contract, ascer- 
taining the boon and the equivalent. But I think 
it folly to be granting veluntary boons at the 
expense of the Tnited States without equivalent. 
The mode of treaty secures the ground; it is in- 
offensive to any third Power. Our reply to ob- 
jections would in that case be, “here is the price 
to us clearly defined and fixed by treaty, for which 
we grant the greater advantages of which you 
complain: give us the price, and the like advan- 

8 are yours.” But capriciously to grant greater 
privileges by law to one nation than to another. 
when, upon a fair comparison, we are not better 
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treated by one than by another, is neither equita- 
ble, politic, nor safe. 

Let us then leave changes for the present to the 
course of national treaties, and continue to pro- 
ceed in the path in which we have hitherto found 
prosperity and safety. 5 

When Mr. Smiru had concluded, the Commit- 
tee rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Tvuespay, January 14. 
COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries; when Mr. Mapison rose in reply to 
Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina. ; 

Mr. M. began by observing that he had expect- 
ed, from what was intimated yesterday, the se- 
quel of what was then said against the resolutions 
before the Committee ; but, as there was a silence 
in that quarter, and no other member has risen on 
either side of the question, he himself would re- 
quest the attention of the Committee. 

It had been much pressed that, in the discussion 
of this subject, it should be viewed in its commer- 
cial relations only, He was perfectly willing to 
meet every objection that could be urged on that 
ground 5 but, as he conceived it impossible to do 
ull justice to the interests of the United States 
without taking some collateral considerations into 
view, he should be obliged, in the course of his 
remarks, to point at the political disposition and 
conduct of some of the nations of Europe towards 
this country. 

The propositions immediately before the Com- 
mittee turned on the question, whether any thing 
ought to be done at this time, in the way of com- 
mercial regulations, towards vindicating and ad- 
vancing our national interests. Perhaps it might 
be made a question with some, whether, in any 
case, Legislative regulations of commerce were 
consistent with its nature and prosperity. 

He professed himself to be a friend to the theory 
which gives to industry a free course, under the 
impulse of individual interest and the guidance of 
individual sagacity. He was persuaded that it 
would be happy for all nations, if the barriers 
erected by prejudice, by avarice, and by despot- 
ism, were broken down, and a free intercourse es- 
tablished among them. Yet to this, as to all other 
general rules, there might be exceptions ; and the 
rule itself required what did not exist—that it 
should be general. 

To illustrate this observation, he referred to the 
Navigation Act of Great Britain, which, not being 
counterbalanced by any similar acts on the part of 
rival nations, had secured to Great Britain no 
less than eleven-twelfths of the shipping and sea- 
men employed in her trade. It is stated that, in 
1660, when the British act passed, the foreign ton- 
nage was to the British, as one to four; in 1700, 
less than one to six; in 1725, as one to nineteen; 
in 1750, as one to twelve; in 1774, nearly the 
same. At the commencement of the period, the 





tonnage was but 95,266 tons; at the end of it, 
1,136,162. 

As another illustration, he mentioned the case 
where two countries happened to be in such a re- 
lation to each other, that the one, by discouraging 
the manufactures of the other, might not only in- 
vigorate its own, but transplant the manufacturers 
themselves. Here the gain would bea clear one, 
and the effect evidently consistent with the prin- 
ciple of the theory. 

To allow trade to regulate itself is not, there- 
fore, to be admitted as a maxim universally sound. 
Our own experience has taught us that, in certain 
cases, it is the same thing with allowing one na- 
tion to regulate it for another. Were the United 
States, in fact, in commercial intercourse with one 
nation only, and to oppose no restrictions whatever 
to a system of foreign restrictions, they would, of 
necessity, be deprived of all share in the carriage, 
although their vessels might be able to do it cheap- 
est, as well as of the only resources for defence on 
that side where they must always be most ex- 
posed to attack. A small burden only in foreign 
ports on American vessels, and a perfect equality 
of foreign vessels with our own in our own ports, 
would gradually banish the latter altogether. 

The subject, as had been remarked on a former 
occasion, was not a novel one; it was coeval with 
our political birth, and has at all times exercised 
the thoughts of reflecting citizens. As early as 
the year succeeding the peace, the effect of the 
foreign policy, which began to be felt in our trade 
and navigation, excited universal attention and in- 
quietude. The first effort thought of was an ap- 
plication of Congress to the States for a grant of 
power, for a limited time, to regulate our foreign 
commerce, with a view to control the influence of 
unfavorable regulations in some cases, and to con- 
ciliate an extension of favorable ones in others. 
From some circumstances then incident to our 
situation, and particularly from a radical vice in 
the then political system of the United States, the 
experiment did not take effect. 

The States next endeavored to effect their pur- 
pose by separate but concurrent regulations. Mas- 
sachusetts opened a correspondence with Virginia 
and other States, in order to bring about the plan. 
Here, again, the effort was abortive. 

Out of this experience grew the measures which 
terminated in the establishment of a Government 
competent to the regulation of our commercial in- 
terests and the vindication of our commercial 
rights. 

As these were the first opens of the people in 
the steps taken for establishing the present Go- 
vernment, they were universally expected to be 
among the first fruits of its operation. In this ex- 
pectation, the public were disappointed. An at- 
tempt was made in different forms, and received 
the repeated sanction of this branch of the Legis- 
lature, but they expired in the Senate—not, in- 
deed, as was alleged, from a dislike to the attempt 
altogether, but the modifications given to it. It 
has not appeared, however, that it was ever reé 
newed in a different form in that House, and for 
some time it has been allowed to sleep in both. 
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If the reasons which originally prevailed against 
measures such as those now proposed had weight 
in them, they can no longer furnish a pretext for 
opposition. 

hen the subject was discussed in the first 
Congress, at New York, it was said that we ought 
to try the effect of a generous policy towards 
Great Britain ; that we ought to give time for ne- 
gotiating a treaty of commerce ; that we ought to 
await the close of negotiations for explaining and 
executing the Treaty of Peace. We have now 
waited a term of more than four years. The 
Treaty of Peace remains unexecuted on her part, 
though all pretext for delay has been removed by 
the steps taken on ours; no treaty of commerce is 
either in train or in prospect; instead of relaxa- 
tions in former articles complained of, we suffer 
new and aggravated violations of our rights. 

In the view which he took of the subject, he 
called the attention of the Committee particularly 
to the subject of navigation, of manufactures, and 
of the discrimination proposed in the motion be- 
tween some nations and others. 

On the subject of navigation, he observed that 
we were prohibited by the British laws from car- 
rying to Great Britain the produce of other coun- 
tries from their ports, or our own produce from the 
ports of other countries, or the produce of other 
countries from our own ports, or to send our own 
produce from our own or other ports in the ves- 
sels of other countries. This last restriction was, 
he observed, felt by the United States at the pre- 
sent moment. It was, indeed, the practice of 
Great Britain, sometimes to relax her Navigation 
Act so far, in time of war, as to permit to neutral 
vessels a circuitous carriage ; but, as yet, the act 
was in full force against the use of them for trans- 
porting the produce of the United States. 

On the other hand, the laws of the United 
States allowed Great Britain to bring into their 
ee any thing she might please, from her own or 

rom other ports, and in her own or in other 
vessels, , 

In the trade between the United States and the 
British West Indies, the vessels of the former were 
under an absolute prohibition, whilst British ves- 
sels in that trade enjoyed all the privileges granted 
to other, even the most fevavell nations, in their 
trade with us. The inequality in this case was 
the more striking, as it was evident that the West 
Indies were dependent on the United States for 
the supplies essential to them, and that the cir- 
cumstances which secured to the United States 
this advantage, enabled their vessels to transport 
the supplies on far better terms than could be done 
by British vessels. 

To illustrate the policy requisite in our com- 
mercial intercourse with other nations, he pre- 
sented a comparative view of the American and 
foreign tonnage employed in the respective branch- 
es of it, from which it appeared that the foreign 
stood to the American as follows: Spain, 1 to 5; 
Portugal, 1 to 6; the United Netherlands, 1 to 15; 
Denmark, 1 to 12; Russia, — to —; France, 1 to 
5; Great Britain, 5 to 1. 

It results from these facts, that, in proportion as 


the trade might be diminished with Great Britain 
and increased with other nations, would be the 
probable increase of the American tonnage. It 
appeared, for example, that, as the trade might 
pass from British channels into those of France, it 
would augment our tonnage at the rate of 10 to 1. 

The above calculation, he said, had been made 
out on the documents of 1790, and on the amount 
of the tonnage entered in the several ports. A 
document stating the amounts of the actual :.u- 
nage in the American trade had just been reported 
to that House. If this, which was liable to some 
remarks that might hereafter be made, was to be 
substituted, it afforded another calculation, dimin- 
ishing the excess in favor of Great Britain, but 
augmenting it in favor of the United States in 
most of the other instances. 

According to this calculation, the foreign to the 
American tonnage might be stated as follows: 
Spain, 1 to 16; Portugal, 1 to 17; United Nether- 
lands, 1 to 26; Denmark, 1 to 15; Russia, 1 to 14; 
France, 1 to between 4 and 5; Great Britain, 
nearly as 3 to 1. 

Such a disproportion, taking even the reduced 
one, in the navigation with Great Britain, was the 
more mortifying, when the nature and amount of 
our exports are considered. Our exports are not 
only, for the most part, either immediately neces- 
saries of life, or ultimately as necessaries to manu- 
factures, necessaries of employment and life to 
manufacturers, and must thence command a sure 
market wherever they are received at all, but the 
peculiar bulkiness of them furnishes an advantage 
over the exports of every other country, and par- 
ticularly over those of Great Britain. If such an 
advantage belonged to that nation, the policy 
which governs her navigation laws would proba- 
bly have given the exclusive carriage to her own 
bottoms. It is equally in our power, if so selfish 
a principle should be forced upon us, to secure to 
our bottoms the same monopoly, leaving to other 
nations with which we trade the like exclusive 
carriage of their exports. The regulation would, to 
be sure, be mutually inconvenient ; and, by forcing 
the tessels of each party to return empty from 
foreign markets, be so far a tax on the intercourse. 
This effect, however, did not disprove the power 
in general which the character of our exports gave 
us over the carriage of them, nor lessen the argu- 
ment drawn from it. Examine it in relation to 
Great Britain. The bulk of her exports to us, 
compared with that of ours to her, is as ok 
An inconsiderable quantity of shipping would sui- 
fice for hers, whilst ours can load about 222,000 
tons. Including the articles she exports from the 
West Indies to this country, they bear no propor- 
tion to ours. Yet, in the entire trade between the 
United States and the British Dominions, her ton- 
nage is to that of the United States as 156,000, 
employing 9,360 seamen, to 66,000, employing 
3,690 seamen. Were a rigid exertion of our right 
to take place, it would extend our tonnage to 
222,000, and leave to Great Britain employment 
for much less than the actual share now enjoyed 
by the United States. It could not be wished to 
push matters to this extremity. It showed, how- 
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ever, the very unequal and unfavorable footing on 
which the carrying trade, the great resource of 
our safety and respectability, was placed by fo- 
reign regulations, and the reasonableness of peace- 
able attempts to meliorate it. We might, at least, 
in availing ourselves of the merit of our exports, 
contend for such regulations as would reverse the 
proportion, and give the United States the 
156,000 tonnage and 9,360 seamen, instead of the 
66,000 tonnage and 3,690 seamen. 

He here adverted to the discount of ten per 
cent. on the duties paid by goods imported in Ame- 
rican bottoms, remarking that it was not founded 
on the true policy of encouraging our shipping. It 
was not the imports, but the exports, that regulat- 
ed the quantity of tonnage. hat was imported 
in American vessels, which would otherwise re- 
torn empty, was, no doubt, a benefit to the Ame- 
rican merchant, but could slightly only, if at all, 
increase the mass of our tonnage. The way to 
effect this was to secure exportations to American 
bottoms. 

Proceeding to the subject of manufactures, he 
observed that it presented no compensations for 
the inequalities in the principles and effects of the 
navigation system. 

e consume British manufactures to double 
the amount of what Britain takes from us, and 
quadruple the amount of what she actually con- 
sumes. 

We take everything after it has undergone all 
the profitable labor that can be bestowed on it. 
She receives, in return, raw materials, the food of 
her industry. We send necessaries to her. She 
sends superfluities to us. We admit everything 
she pleases to send us, whether of her own or 
alien production. She refuses not only our manu- 
factures, but the articles we wish most to send 
her—our wheat and flour, our fish, and our salted 
provisions. These constitute our best staples for 
exportation, as her manufactures constitute hers. 
It appeared, by an authentic document he had 
examined, that of the manufactured articles im- 
ported in 1790, amounting to $15,295,638 97, 
we received from and through Great Britain 
$13,965,464 95. During the same year the ma- 
nufactures imported from France, the next great 
commercial country, and consuming more of our 
produce than Great Britain, amounted to no more 
than $155,136 63. To give a fuller view of our 
foreign commerce, he stated the balances with the 
several nations of Europe and their dominions, as 
follow: Spain, $1,670,797 in favor of the United 
States; Portugal, $1,687,699 in favor of the United 
States; United Netherlands, $791,118 in favor of 
the United States; Sweden, $32,965 in favor of 
the United States; Denmark, $126,949 against 
the United States; France, $2,630,387 in favor 
of the United States; Great Britain, $5,922,012 
against the United States. This enormous balance 
to Great Britain is on the exports to her. On her 
consumption the balance is still greater, amount- 
ing to nine or ten millions; to which again is to 
be added her profits on the re-exports in a manu- 
factured and raw state. It might be said that an 
unfavorable balance was no proof of an unfavora- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Commerce of the United States. 


214 
[H. OF R. 


ble trade; that the only important balance was 
the ultimate one on our aggregate commerce. 
That there was much truth in this general doc-. 
trine was admitted; at the same time it was 
equally certain that there were exceptions to it, 
some of which were conceived to be applicable to. 
the situation of the United States. But whether 
the doctrine were just or not, as applied to the 
United States, it was well known that the reason-: 
ing and practice of other countries were governed 
by a contrary doctrine. In all of them an unfa- 
vorable balance, to be paid in specie, was con- 
sidered as an evil. Great Britain, in particular, 
had always studied to prevent it as much as she 
could. hat, then, may be the effect on the 

licy of a nation with which we have the most 
riendly and beneficial relations, when it sees the 
balance of trade with us not only so much against 
her, but all the specie that pays it flowing imme- 
diately into the lap of her greatest rival, if not her 
most inveterate enemy. As to the discrimination 
proposed between nations having and not having 
commercial treaties with us, the principle was 
embraced by the laws of most, if not all the States, 
while the regulation of trade was in their hands. 
It had the repeated sanction of votes in the House 
of Representatives, during the session of the pre- 
sent Government at New York. It has been 
practised by other nations, and in a late instance 
against the United States. It tends to procure 
beneficial treaties from those who refuse them, by 
making them the price of enjoying an equality 
with other nations in our commerce. It tends, as 
a conciliatory preference, to procure better trea- 
ties from those who have not refused them. It 
was a prudent consideration, in dispensing com- 
mercial advantages, to favor rather those whose 
friendship and support may be expected in case of 
necessity, than ieee whose disposition wore a 
contrary aspect. He did not wish to enter at pre- 
sent, nor at all, if unnecessary, into a display of 
the unfriendly features which marked the selley 
of Great Britain towards the United States. He 
should be content to lay aside, at least for the pre- 
sent, the subject of the Indians, the Algerines, the 
spoliations, &c.; but he could not forbear re- 
marking, generally, that if that or any other nation 
were known to bear us a settled ill will, nothing 
could be more impolitic than to foster resources 
which would be more likely to be turned against 
us than exerted in our favor. It had been admit- 
ted, by the gentleman who spoke yesterday, [Mr. 
Smirn, of South Carolina,] to be a misfortune that 
our trade should be so far engrossed by any one 
nation as it is the hands of Great Britain. But 
the gentleman added nothing to alleviate the mis- 
fortune, when he advised us to make no efforts for 
putting an end to it. The evils resulting from 
such a state of things were as serious as they were 
numerous. To say nothing of sudden derange- 
ments, from the caprice with which Sovereigns 
might be seized, there were casualties which 
might not be avoidable. A general bankruptcy, 
which was a possible event, in a nation with 
which we were so connected, would reverberate 
upon us with a most dreadful shock. A partial 
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bankruptcy had actually and lately taken place, 
and was severely felt in our commerce. ar is 
a common event, particularly to Great Britain, 
and involves us in the embarrassments it brings 
on our commerce, whilst ours is so disproportion- 
ately interwoven with it. Add the influence that 
may be conveyed into the public councils by a 
nation directing the course of our trade by her 
capital, and holding so great a share in our pecu- 
niary institutions, and the effect that may finally 
ensue on our taste, our manners, and our form of 
Government itself. If the question be asked, What 

ight be the consequence of counter efforts, and 
whether this attempt to vindicate our public inte- 
rests would not produce them? his answer was, 
that he did not in the least a such a con- 
sequence, as well because the measure afforded 
no pretext, being short of what was already done 
by Great Britain in her commercial system, as 
because she would be the greatest sufferer from a 
stagnation of the trade between the two countries 
if we should force on such a crisis. Her mer- 
chants would feel it. Her navigation would feel 
it. Her manufactures would feel it. Her West 
Indies would be ruined by it. Her revenue would 
deeply feel it. And her Government would feel 
it through every nerve of its operations. We, too, 
should suffer in some respects, but in a less degree ; 
and, if the virtue and temper of our fellow-citizens 
were not mistaken, the experiment would find in 
them a far greater readiness to bear it. It was 
clear to him, therefore, that if Great Britain should, 
contrary to all the rules of probability, stop the 
commerce between the two countries, the issue 
would be a complete triumph to the United States. 
He dwelt particularly on the dependence of Bri- 
tish manufactures on the market of the United 
States. He referred to a paper in Anderson’s 
History of Commerce, uiiek states the amount 
of British manufactures at £51,310,000 sterling, 
and the number of souls employed in, and sup- 

orted by them, at 5,250,000. Supposing the 
Cinited States to consume two and a half millions 
of British manufactures, which is a moderate esti- 
mate, the loss of their market would deprive of 
subsistence 250,000 souls. Add 50,000, who de- 
pend for employment on our raw materials: here 
are 300,000 souls who live by our custom. Let 
them be driven to poverty and despair by acts of 
their own Government, and what would be the 
consequence? Most probably an acquisition of 
so many useful citizens to the United States. 
which hom the natural asylum against the dis- 
tresses of Europe. But whether they should re- 
main in discontent and wretchedness in their own 
country, or seek their fortunes in another, the evil 
would be felt by the British Government as equally 
great, and be avoided with equal caution. 

It might be regarded (he observed) as a general 
rule, that, where one nation consumed the neces- 
saries of life produced by another, the consuming 
nation was dependent on the producing one. On 
the other hand, where the consumption consisted 
of superfluities, the producing nation was depend- 
ent on the consuming one. The United States 
were in the furtunate situation of enjoying both 


ply a part of 


these vem over Great Britain. They sup- 
er dominions with the necessaries 

of life; they consume superfluities which give 
bread to her people in another part. Great Bri- 
tain, therefore, is under a double dependence on 
the commerce of the United States. She depends 
on them for what she herself consumes; she de- 
pends on them for what they consume. In pro- 
rtion as a nation manufactures luxuries must be 
its disadvantage in contests of every sort with its 
customers. The reason is obvious. What is a 
luxury to the consumer is a necessary to the ma- 
nufacturer. By changing a fashion or disappoint- 
ing a fancy only, bread may be taken from the 
mouths of thousands whose industry is devoted to 
the gratification of artificial wants. He men- 
tioned the case of a petition from a great body of 
buckle makers, presented a few years ago to the 
Prince of Wales, complaining of the use of strings 
instead of buckles in the shoes, and supplicating 
his Royal Highness, as giving the law to fashions, 
to save them from want and misery by discon- 
tinuing the new one. It was not (he observed) 
the Prince who petitioned the manufacturers to 
continue to make the buckles, but the manufac- 
turers who petitioned their customer to buy them. 
The relation was similar between the American 
customers and the British manufacturers; and if 
a law were to pass for putting a stop to the use of 
their superfluities, or a stop were otherwise to be 
put to it, it would quickly be seen from which the 
distress and supplications would flow. Suppose 
that Great Britain received from us alone the 
whole of the necessaries she consumes, and that 
our market alone took off the luxuries with which 
she paid for them: here the dependence would be 
complete, and we might impose whatever terms 
we please on the exchange. This, to be sure, is 
not absolutely the case; but, in proportion as it is 
the case, her dependence is on us. The West 
Indies, however, are an example of complete de- 
endence. They cannot subsist without our food. 
hey cannot flourish without our lumber and our 
use of theirrum. On the other hand, we depend 
on them for not a single necessary, and can supply 
ourselves with their luxuries from other sources. 
Sugar is the only article about which there was 
ever a question; and he was authorized to say 
that there was not, at the most, one-sixth of our 
consumption supplied from the British islands. 
In time of war or famine the dependence of the 
West Indies is felt in all its energy. It is some- 
times such as to appeal to our humanity as well 
as our interest for relief. At this moment the 
Governor of Jamaica is making proclamation of 
their distresses. If ever, shézelean, there was a 
case where one country could dictate to another 
the regulations of trade between them, it is the 
case of the United States and the British West 
Indies. And yet the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina [Mr. Smirx] had considered it as a favor 
that we were allowed to send our provisions in 
British bottoms, and in these only, to the West 
Indies. The favor, reduced to plain language, in 
the mouth of their planters, would run thus: We 
will agree to buy your provisions rather than 
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starve, and let you have our rum, which we can 
sell nowhere else: but we reserve out of this in- 
dulgence a monopoly of the carriage to British 
vessels. With regard to revenue, the British re- 
sources were extremely exhausted, in comparison 
with those of the United States. The people of 
Great Britain were taxed at the rate of 40 shillings 
a head, the people of the United States at not 
more than 6 shi lings a head—less than one-sixth 
of the British tax. As the price of labor, which 
pays the tax, is double in the United States to 
what it is in Great Britain, the burden on Ameri- 
can citizens is less than one-twelfth of the burden 
on British subjects. It is true, indeed, that Bri- 
tain alone does not bear the whole burden. She 
levies indirect taxes on her West Indies and on 
her East Indies, and derives, from an acquiescence 
in her monopolizing regulations, an imperceptible 
tribute from the whole commercial world. Still, 
however, the difference of burden in the two coun- 
tries is immense. Britain has, moreover, great 
arrears of unfunded debts. She is threatened with 
defects in her revenue, even at this time. She is 
e ed in an expensive war, and she raises the 
supplies for it on the most expensive terms. Add 
to the whole, that her population is stationary, if 
not diminishing, whilst that of the United States 
is in a course of increase beyond example. Should 
it still be asked whether the impost might not be 
affected, and how a deficiency might be supplied, 
he thought sufficient answers might be given. He 
took for granted that the articles subjected to the 
additional duties would continue to come accord- 
ing to the demand for them ; and believed, if the 
duties were prudently adjusted, the increase of 
the duties would balance the decrease of importa- 
tion. Our country is able to import, and probably 
will import, in proportion to our exports. Our 
exports amount, say, to twenty millions of dollars. 
If we import less from one country, we shall im- 
port more from another. If we import less of 
some things, we shall import more of other things; 
and according to our imports will be our revenue. 
Suppose Great Britain to make the rash and im- 
phalele experiment of prohibiting all commerce 
with the United States. She does not consume 
more than one-fourth of our exports, and we de- 
rive, perhaps, nearly half of our revenue from the 
productions of other countries. In this point of 
view, we should, at the worst, have three-fourths 
of our exports to pay for our reduced imports, and 
consequently a balance of about five millions of 
specie flowing into our country. The faculty 
which this would give to operations of revenue 
together with the consideration that the labor em- 
ployed on one-fourth of our ordinary exports 
would be employed for internal purposes, might 
assure us that a judicious Government would 
easily be able to provide the means of supplying 
the deficiency of impost. 

But it was superfluous to enter into calculations 
of this sort. He recurred to the utter improba- 
bility that such a contingency should happen. He 
was fully persuaded that the resolutions, if agreed 
to, would not impair the revenue. 

It is objected, that Spain and Portugal, whoare 


ood customers to us, and the latter particularly 
riendly, having no commercial treaty with us, 
will come within the operation of the resolutions. 

Several answers may be given to this objection. 

1. They do not manufacture the articles in ques- 
tion, so as to be sensibly affected. 

2. They employ but little tonnage in our trade: 
Spain, 2,689 tons only; Portugal, 2,340 tons only. 
They are supposed to be little anxious to increase 
the foreign branches of their carrying trade, bei 
content with the internal trade carried on wit 
their own dominions. As they have no Naviga- 
tion Act within the purview of the resolutions, 
they would not be exposed tothe retaliating clauses 
on that subject. 

3. If friendly, they can be admitted to treaty on 
equitable conditions whenever they please. 

4. They can easily be excepted, if thought ex- 

dient, either by a general proviso that the reso- 
utions shall not extend to nations having no Na- 
vigation Act such as is therein described, or by 
providing that they shall not extend to countries 
south of Cape Finisterre, a distinction familiar to 
the British Statute Book. 

It is said that Great Britain treats the United 
States as well as she treats other nations, and, 
therefore, they ought to be satisfied. 

If other nations were willing to bear unequal 
regulations, or unable to vindicate their rights, it 
was no example for us. 

But is it true that the same degree of reciproci- 
ty subsists between the Uhited Seates and Great 

ritain,as between Great Britain and other coun- 
tries? He did not admit this to be the case. Where 
treaties existed, they stipulated, in many instances, 
mutual and equal conditions of intercourse. He 
gave an example in the treaty of Methuen, in 
which the admission of British woollens by Por- 
tugal was balanced by the admission of Portugal 
wine by Great Britain. The treaty with France, 
of late date, was another example, where a vari- 
ety of reciprocal privileges and countervailing du- 
ties were minutely provided for. Where no trea- 
ties existed, or where they were silent, there were 
often legal regulations reciprocating the regula- 
tions of Great Britain. He referred to the laws of 
Sweden and Denmark, on the subject of manu- 
factures, as instances. 

It is said Great Britain treats us as well as other 
nations treat us. What nation, he asked, had such 
a Navigation Act? What nation besides excludes 
us from a circuitous trade? What nation excludes 
us from carrying our own commodities in our own 
bottoms, where the carriage is allowed to her bot- 
toms ? 

It is said, that at least Great Britain treats us 
as well as we are treated by France, who will be 
favored by the resolutions. This point was parti- 
cularly labored yesterday by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Smirs,} who made a com- 
parison of those two countries the principal basis 
of the discussion. As they were, in fact, the two 
countries which stood in the most important re- 
lations to the United States, the subject required a 
pretty accurate view of their respective dispositions, 
regulations, and intercourse, with this country. 
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On the subject of the dispositions of France and 
Great Britain towards the United States, the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Smiru] was of a very different opi- 
nion (Mr. M. observed) from that expressed in the 
Message of the Presipent. The Message in- 
formed the House that France had generally ma- 
nifested a friendly disposition towards the United 
States; had granted advantages to their com- 
merce, and had actually made overtures for plac- 
ing it permanently on a better footing; while the 
language of the communication with respect to 
Great Britain sufficiently proves that there was no 
room for compliments of a like kind to that nation. 

He meant to show, however, from a particular 
review, in what light the two nations stood to us; 
and for that purpose should submit to the Commit- 
tee a comparative statement, as the gentleman 
had done, of their commercial policy towards us. 

He premised, however, that he could not follow 
the example of recurring toa period antecedent to 
the French Revolution for evidence in relation to 
France. Mr. Smiru seemed to think that the or- 
der of things subsequent to that period could not be 
regarded as a settled order. He, [Mr. M.,] on the 
contrary, considered it as the only settled order. 
He hoped and believed that the Revolution was 
not a fugitive thing, as some might wish, but that 
it was irreversibly established; and that the new 
Republic would flourish forever on the ruins of 
the ancient Monarchy. He should not, however, 
he said, reject from his inquiry, what was done 
previous to the date of*the Republic in favor of 
the United States, because it could not be reason- 
ably supposed that the disposition of the nation 
would be less favorable now than it was under the 
former Government. 

He then proceeded to a view of the footing on 
which the commerce stood with the British and 
French Dominions. 

Wheat and F'lour.—In France, free; that is to 
say, under a duty of one-eighth per cent. as a Cus- 
tom-house regulation, merely for ascertaining the 
quantity imported. This remark is to be applied 
to several other articles which will be mentioned 
as free. 

In Great Britain, wheat and flour are prohibit- 
ed, until the price is up at 6s. 3d. sterling a bush- 
el; which, as to the United States, may be deemed 
a perpetual prohibition. 

n the French West Indies these articles are 
also free; and, as he at first stated, by a general 
law, which had been suspended from time to time; 
but, being told that he was mistaken, the articles 
being prohibited by a general law, and free only 
by suspensions, he said that, although his docu- 
ments gave him other information, he should leave 
the fact for further examination; adding, how- 
ever, that it was not essential, as the actual prac- 
tice and disposition of France on this subject were 
chiefly to be regarded. 

In the British West Indies these articles were 
free, but in British bottoms only. 

Rice.—In France, free. In Britain, under a dut 
of 7s. 4d. sterling the hundred. In the Frenc 
Islands, under a duty of one per cent. In the 
British, free, in British bottoms. 
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Salted fish.—In France, under a duty of eight 
livres the quintal. In Britain, prohibited. In 
French Islands, admitted under some discourage- 
ments, which did not, however, prevent a great 
consumption. In the British Islands, prohibited. 

Salted beef—In France, under a duty of five 
livres a quintal. In Britain, prohibited. In French 
Islands, under a duty of one per cent. and three 
livres a quintal. In British Islands, prohibited. 

alted pork.—In France, under a duty of five 
livres a quintal, in some ports; prohibited in others. 
In Britain, under a prohibitory duty of 44s. 9d. a 
quintal. In the British and French Islands, pro- 
hibited. 

Indigo.—In France, under a duty of five livres 
a quintal. In Britain, free. In the British and 
French Islands, prohibited. 

Whale oil—In France, under a duty of seven 
livres ten sols a barrel, of 520 pounds. In Britain, 
under a duty of £18 3s.a ton. In both West In- 
dies, prohibited. 

‘ar, pitch, and turpentine.—In France, under a 
duty of two percent. In Britain, under duties, 
tar and pitch 11d. per barrel; turpentine 2s. 3d. 
per 100 pounds. 

Tobacco is on a footing pretty similar in the 
two countries. So are wood, pot and pearl ashes, 
and flaxseed. 

Indian corn, wood, live animals, (except horses 
and mules, which are free,) in the French Islands 
pay a duty of one percent. In the British, they 
are free in British bottoms; prohibited in Ame- 
rican bottoms. 

Ships.—In France, free to be naturalized. 
Britain, prohibited. 

He proceeded to state the comparative amount 
of our exports and imports in the commerce with 
the two nations, and the balances on them, as be- 
fore shown. He noticed particularly the excess 
of the exports to the French West Indies, which 
amounted to $3,284,656 over those to the British, 
which amounted to $2,357,583; observing the im- 
portance of that market, and the more especially 
as it supplies the article of molasses, the only 
raw material imported into the United States, and 
otherwise so much valued as an article of con- 
sumption. He adverted also to the superior pro- 
—- of American tonnage in the trade with the 

rench dominions, as had also been before shown. 

From this review, he left the Committee to in- 
fer the true policy of the United States with re- 
gard to their commerce in its two most consider- 
able branches. He thought it clear that, in every 
view, it was incumbent on the United States to 
cultivate the connexion and intercourse with the 
French nation. Asa market for our produce, their 
vast population, and their use of our articles of 
mere consumption, were peculiarly precious to 
our agriculture. They could do better without 
our trade than Great Britain; yet, they showed 
more disposition to favor it. And what was by 


In 


no means to be disregarded, they were the only 
considerable Power on the face of the earth sin- 
cerely friendly to the Republican form of Govern- 
ment established in this country. 

Of all the objections which Mr. M. had heard 
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suggested against the resolutions, the most extra- 
vagant and chimerical was the idea of a war with 
Great Britain in consequence of them. He was 
at a loss to say whether such an objection were a 
greater insult to the character of that nation or to 
the understanding of America. At the utmost, 
the propositions go only toa reciprocity. They 
do not in fact goso far. On what imaginable pre- 
text, then, can Great Britain make war upon us ? 
If we were no longer Colonies, but independent 
States, we surely can do what all independent 
States do—regulate our trade as may suit our own 
interests; and Great Britain can have the least 
right of any nation to complain of it, because it is 
her own example which we follow. If war, there- 
fore, should be made on us, it would only prove a 
fixed predetermination to make it; and in that 
case pretexts more plausible than any commercial 
regulations could easily be found or framed for 
the Cr 

The next ground on which he examined the 
subject was its operation among the several parts 
of the Union. It was admitted, and regretted, that 
the immediate benefits and burdens would not be 
equally distributed among all the States. More 
than a due share of the former would flow to the 
Northern division; more than a due share of the 
latter would fall on the Southern. This was un- 
avoidably produced by the unequal advances made 
in manufactures and navigation; and it was an 
inconvenience that had necessarily taken place in 
a variety of other instances. It would be found, 
however, on a fair attention to the subject, that 
the inequality would be less than at first appeared. 

With respect to manufactures, the Southern 
States were at least equally interested in encou- 
raging and distributing a competition for our mar- 
ket, among different nations of Europe, instead of 
being so much in the hands of a single one. 

The duty on the finer articles imported would 
fall on those most able to bear it; and would be 
pretty equally diffused through the Union. 

The duty on the coarser articles would be saved 
in proportion to the progress made in manufac- 
tures among ourselves; and he was able to say, 
with great pleasure, that those carried on, not in 
public factories, but in the household or family 
way, which he regarded as the most important 
way, were nearly, if not quite, as far advanced in 
the Southern country as in the Middle and North- 
ern. Virginia was proceeding with great spirit in 
this branch of industry. North Carolina, he un- 
derstood, was doing the same; and there was no 
reason why the more Southern States would not 
avail themselves of the resource, especially as they 
enjoyed superior advantages in the article of cot- 
ton, a primary material for the business. 

The exports would not be materially affected, 
unless Great Britain should, contrary to all proba- 
bility, renounce the benefits of the trade in them, 
and expose her West India Islands to the danger 
of famine; and in that case the inconveniences 
would not be local, but general. 

Even in the article of tonnage, the inequality at 
pete though considerable, was not so great as 

e had imagined, before he examined the real 





















United States. 


state of it. It appeared, from the official reports 
lately made on that subject, that the States South 
of ore (which has about her due share) 
have wit 

has more than her share; South Carolina has 
nearly her share; North Carolina has three-eighths 
below her share; Virginia has about half her share; 
Maryland has more than her share; Delaware less 
than her share. 


in one-third of their due quota. Georgia 


This computation is not, perphaps, very accu- 


rate, because it is founded on the relative popula- 
tion of the States. It should rather have reference 
to the value and volume of the produce exported 
from the several States; but as several of them 
carry on their trade through their neighbors, this 
rule of calculation would, in fact, be more uncer- 
tain than the other. 


Whatever be the rule, Virginia, he remarked, 


was the State that appeared most deficient ; her 
exports, both in value and bulk, being in full pro- 
portion to her population, and her tonnage being 
more short of that than could be said of any State. 
He had every reason, notwithstanding, to believe 
that the great body of the people of Virginia would 
cheerfully concur in any temporary sacrifices that 
might be necessary, to vindicate our public rights 
and our commercial interests. 


It was a consideration that ought to have great 


weight with the Southern States, that a home 


market for their naval stores would be extended 
by every measure favoring our own navigation ; 


and that they must soon begin themselves to turn 


to effect their natural advantages for ship-building. 
Having the materials on the spot, they would not 
be long in imitating their Northern brethren. 
North Carolina was singularly favored in this par- 
ticular. There was not a single article used in 
the various component parts of a ship which she 
did not possess, or could not raise within herself. 

The capacity of the United States to provide, 
with celerity, for the transportation of her produce 
was srdeel attested by what they had effected 
before the Revolution. In the marine of the 
British Empire, whilst the United States were 

art of it, the American-built ships were to the 

British-built as twenty-three to forty. New Eng- 
land furnished about three-fifths of the former. 

In two points of view, the Southern States were 
peculiarly interested in promoting our navigation: 

1. As they are, in some respects, the weaker 
part of the Union, and have most wealth exposed 
on the sea, they have most need of that protection 
which results from extensive marine resources. 
The existence of these will either prevent attack, 
or can readily be turned into the means of repel- 
ling it. 

2. As they have so much valuable and bulky 
produce to carry to market, it is their interest to 

ssess a conveyance for it, that they may be as 
ittle affected as possible by the contingencies and 
wars of other nations; and particularly of Great 
Britain, a nation which is so frequently at war, 
and which has so disproportionate a share in our 
carrying trade. This subject, he said, had been 
placed in so striking a view by the Secretary of 
State, in a former report on the fisheries, that he 
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should rely on the patience of the Committee in 
reading the observations and calculations to which 
he alluded. He here read the following note at 
the end of that report: 
“That the encouragement of our carrying, busi- 
ness is interesting, not only to the carryi tates, 
but in a high degree also to the others, will result 
from the following facts: 
The whole exports of the United States may be 


stated at - - - $25,000,000 
Great Britain carries two-fifths of 
these in value, that is to say - 10,000,000 


Freight and insurance on this, in 
times of peace, are about twenty- 
two and one-half per cent. - 

The same charges in war are very 
various, according to the circum- 
stances of the war; we may say, ‘ 
however, fifty-five per cent. - 5,500,000 

The difference between peace and 
war freight and insurance, then, is 
annually - - - - 3,250,000 
Taxed on our agriculture by British wars, dur- 

ing their continuance, and our dependence on 

British bottoms. 

Of the last one hundred years, Great Britain 
has had forty-two years of war and fifty-eight of 
peace, which is three of war to every four of 
peace, nearly, as shown in the following table: 


2,250,060 














Pgacs. War. 
iy as ere PERIODS OF TIME. TT Tet? eee 
Years. | Months. Years. | Months. 
1789. May - - 2'| 
‘ . 1697, Septeaber: « 8 4 
a e ° 
6 ; Int Auut ¢| 10 3 
1718, December - 2 6 
5 8 1721, June - - 
1727, March - 0 2 
12 4 1727, May - . 
1729, October e ~ 7 
7 0 1748, May © ° 
He Hermie = $| 7 | 8 
ovember ° 
15 7 1778, June - vi 4 9 
6 2 1783, March : 
1789. May. 
57 9 | 42 0 


In every term of seven years, then, we pay three 
times three million two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, or nine million seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, which, averaged on the 
years of peace and war, are annually and con- 
stantly one million three hundred and ninety-two 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven more than 
we should, if we could raise our own shipping, to 
be competent to the carriage of all our produc- 
tions. Besides this, many of our bulky articles 
not bearing a war freight, cannot be expprted if 
exposed to that; so that their total loss is to be 
added to that before estimated.” 

This was a demonstration of the interest the 
United States had, particularly the Southern 
States, in obtaining an independent transportation 
for their commodities; and the effect of the pre- 
sent war, to which Britain is a party, in depriving 





them of the ordinary foreign resource, is bringing 
the evidence home to their feelings at the present 
moment. 

It had been asked, what ground there was for 
concluding that Great Britain would be led, by 
the measures proposed, to change her policy to- 
wards the United States. He thought we had 
the best ground for relying on such an effect. 

It is well known that, when she apprehended 
such measures would be taken, she manifested a 
readiness to admit a greater reciprocity into the 
commerce between the two countries. A bill for 
the purpose was brought into the House of Com- 
mons by the present Minister, Mr. Prrr, and would 
probably have passed into a law, if hopes had not 
sprung up that they should be able to maintain 
their exclusive system, Knox, an under Secreta- 
ry, appears, from a collection of papers published 
by him, to have been the chief adviser in the Ca- 
binet, as Lord Sheffield was the great champion 
before the public of this experiment. It was 
founded, according to both these witnesses, on a 
belief, Ist, that Tee Scotia and Canada would 
soon be able to feed the West Indies, and thereby 
make them independent of supplies from the United 
States. 2d. That the General Government was 
so feeble that it could not execute a plan of retali- 
ating restriction; and, 3d. That local interests 
and prejudices predominated so much among the 
States, that they would never even agree in mak- 
ng an attempt. 

t is now thoroughly understood and admitted 
by the most biased judges, that the British Conti- 
nental Colonies cannot supply the Islands; that, 
as well as the Islands, the aeouna frequently for 
essential supplies on the United States. This cal- 
culation, therefore, has failed Great Britain. 

The next has been completely destroyed by the 
change of our former frail Confederacy into a Go- 
vernment which is found to be adequate to all its 
national objects. This hope has, therefore, in like 
manner failed. 

The only remaining hope that can induce Great 
Britain to persevere in the plan of conduct she has 
adopted towards the United States lies in the sup- 
posed aupouly of reconciling their different inte- 
rests and local prejudices. The present occasion 
will decide whether this hope, also, shall be with- 
drawn from her; or whether she is to be inspired 
with fresh confidence in pursuing her own inte- 
rests, without a due respect either for our interests 
or for our rights. 

He could not but view the present as, perhaps, 
the final chance of combining the opinions and in- 
terests of the several quarters of the Union in 
some proper and adequate plan. If, at a moment 
when so many occurrences conspire to unite the 
public councils, when the public mind is so well 
disposed to second all equitable and peaceable 
means of doing justice to our country, and when 
our commerce is so critically important to the vi- 
tal resources of Great Britain, it should be found 
that nothing can be done, he could foresee no cir- 
cumstances under which success was to be ex- 
pected. To reject the propositions, therefore, 
whilst nothing better was substituted, must con. 
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vey the most unfavorable impressions of our na- 
tional character, and rivet the fetters on our com- 
merce, as well as prolong other causes which had 
produced such injurious consequences to our coun- 
try. He would not aon himself to apprehend 
that such would be the event of the deliberations 
of the Committee. 

When Mr. Mapison had concluded, the Com- 
mittee rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Wepnespay, January 15. 


A petition of Lieutenant Colonel Tousard was 
presented to the House and read, praying that such 
a sum of money may be paid him, in lieu of the 

nsion during life, granted by a resolution of the 
ate Congress, as may be deemed equitable and 


roper. 
: Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Samvuet Smiru, Mr. Tuarcner, and Mr. 
LeaRNeD ; that they.do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

A petition of Philip Audebert and others, clerks 
in the War Office, was presented to the House 
and read, stating the insufficiency of the salaries 
allowed them by law, and praying that the same 
may be augmented and rendered more adequate 
to their services. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Mapison, Mr. Foster, and Mr. Grirrin; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a resolution proposing 
tothe several States the following article of amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, to 
wit: “ The Judicial power of the United States shall 
“not be construed to extend to any suit in law or 
“equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of 
“the United States by citizens of another State, 
“or by citizens or subjects of any foreign State ;” 
to which resolution they desire the concurrence 
of this House, in the mode prescribed by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

The said resolution was read the first time. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unitep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you, as being connected with the cor- 
respondence already in your possession, between the 
Secretary of State and the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic, the copy of a letter from that Mi- 
nister, of the 25th of December, 1793; and a copy of 
the proceedings of the Legislature of the State of South 


Carolina. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Usitep States, January 15, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Bovupinort; from the committee appointed | 


to examine the Laws of the United States, and 
report to the House such as have expired, or will 
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expire before the next session, made a report; 
which was read, and ardered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee on the petition of Ephraim Kim- 
berly, which was made on the 18th of February 
last ; and, the same being read, 

Ordered, That the said report be referred to 
Mr. Hittyovse, Mr. Orr, and Mr. Smivie, with 
instructions to prepare and bring in a bill or bills 
pursuant thereto. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A proposition being made to go intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole on Mr. Mapison’s resolutions— 

Mr. Ames wanted to have the printed state of 
the negotiation between Great Britain and the 
Federal Government respecting a Treaty of Com- 
merce ; and likewise a paper from the Secretary 
of State, which the House had ordered to be got 
ready and be printed some days ago. He wished 
pantiveen not to be in a hurry in deciding on a 
subject of such prodigious consequence as these 
propositions. He wished to defer going into a 
Committee until the papers could be had. 

Mr. Manison said, that it was somewhat singu- 
lar that an objection should be made to the going 
into a Committee for the want of these papers. 
This want ought to have been stated on Monday. 
As to the idea of a friendly disposition on the part 
of Britain for entering intoa Treaty of Commerce, 
he was convinced that Britain had no disposition 
that way. This he inferred from some passages 
in the Speech of the Presipent, which were, at 
his desire, read by the Clerk. He trusted that the 
House would not hesitate in resolving itself into 
a Committee of the Whole immediately in order 
to discuss the propositions. 

Mr. Ames thought it requisite to have the pa- 
pers laid before the Committee which had been 
directed to be printed. He said there never had 
been an instance of any subject of the kind being 
pushed forward as the present. Such was the 
vastness and complexity of the evidence, and some 
parts of it were so obscure, that it was impossible 
for the House to have yet found leisure for em- 
bracing a well-founded opinion. The gentleman 
who spoke last had said that the papers called for 
could be of no consequence in discussing the reso- 
lutions. This assertion was in itself a very proper 
reason for printing the papers, that the gentleman, 
by having an opportunity of reading them, might 
be convinced of their importance. Mr. A. said 
that he believed there was an amicable disposition 
on the part of Britain. He grounded his asser- 
tion on an acknowledgment that had been made 
some time ago by one of the British Ministers, in 
Parliament, who said, that he expected soon to 
lay before that House a Commercial Treaty be- 
twixt England and America. The gentleman 
had said that we should found our measures on 
the dispositions of the several Powers of Europe 
towards us. That was right. But it was requi- 
site to be informed of those dispositions before 
forming these resolutions. 

The House then went into Committee. 

Mr. Forrest, after a long pause, observed, that, 
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as no other person appeared disposed to rise on 
the occasion, although he felt himself unequal to 
doing that justice to the subject which many others 
were, yet he considered it his duty to offer a few 
remarks which had occurred to him in the course 
of the debate. 

In all our discussions of commercial affairs, the 
principal point to be kept in view was the promo- 
tion of the essential and permanent interests of 
our country, keeping in mind this maxim (as true 
in respect to nations as individuals,) that there is 
no friendship in trade. He then entered intoa 
consideration of our commercial connexion with 
Great Britain, and observed, that we should avoid 
letting our former prejudices, or those arising from 
recent transactions, influence our judgments. We 
should not regard the favoring of the French or 
British nation, but study to do that which would 
tend to the promotion of our own commerce and 
the interest of our own navigation. In this pur- 
suit, we must keep in view our relative situation 
with European nations, particularly those of 
France and Great Britain, and more particularly 
the latter, with whom the proposed resolutions 
contemplate a change. Of eitpeadila times, (said 
he,) I believe this the most improper to try the 
experiment. 

f the British Government have been instru- 
mental in letting the Algerines loose upon us; if 
their privateers commit acts of piracy upon our 
neutral flag, let it at least, in the first instance, be 
made matter of negotiation. Neutral nations must 
suffer some inconvenience; and it will be much 
better policy to come forward at once and say we 
are at war. We will not submit to vexatious in- 
sults, when they are too much to suffer, rather 
than make this commercial warfare, by which it 
is impossible, in the course of human events, but 
that we must be much the greatest sufferers ; and 
how humiliating would it ie, after trial, even to 
propose to make it a drawn battle! 

Let us examine the subject. Of the whole fair 
trade of Great Britain, taking their imports and 
exports into view, their trade with the United 
States will be found to be one-sixth, or thereabouts. 
Take the imports and exports of the United States, 
and you will find that full one-half the value of 
our whole trade is with Great Britain and her de- 
pendencies. Who will suffer most? She, by the 
interruption of one-sixth, with the means of get- 
ting most of the articles we supply, on as good 
terms, from other nations, with great internal 
sources of revenue, and a people used to bear any 
taxes asked of them; or we, with an interruption 
of one-half our trade and commerce, not so well 
off with respect to internal resources, and the com- 
plaints of our citizens, not accustomed to heavy 
taxation? Let those who rely upon the effect it 
will have on the English manufacturers and arti- 
sans, look back to 1773 and 1774, and recollect the 
effect it then had. 

But there is one circumstance that should have 
weight with every mind. [t will be found that 
three-fourths of all the impost revenue of this 
country is derived from our commerce with the 
British. Shall we hazard an entire loss of this 
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revenue? And if lost or greatly interrupted 
from whence shall we supply its deficiency, with- 
out, at least, in their minds, oppressing the people 
of this country? I am nota stockholder or a bank- 
holder. I am too poor to be either, and therefore 
can have no separate interest in view, and, where 
I am known, I shall not be charged with partiali- 
ty to Great Britain; but I hope I am free from 
such unwarrantable prejudices as to lead me into 
measures to the injury of my country. 

I lay it down asa principle not to be contro- 
verted, that our intercourse with Great Britain, in 
a commercial point, (1 mean, putting the mode of 
carriage out of account, and confining it to the im- 

rtation and exportation, and restrictions and 

unties deatieen ia as favorable as we can ex- 
pect, and, taken in the aggregate, full as favorable 
as with France, their Navigation Act excepted. 

With respect to navigation, I have long Rebaht 
it ought not to be submitted to; but are we to ex- 
pect, ata moment like this, acting (as they will 
certainly believe we shall) under the impulse of 
resentment, they will waive an atom of their Na- 
vigation Act to the result of our resolutions? It 
is vain. Let us not hazard that which is certain, 
which the safeguard of experience has proved, for 
that we know not of. 

It has been mentioned as a grievance that our 
produce is sent to France, Holland, Spain, Portu- 
gal, &c., and that our imports are, in a great de- 
gree, confined to Great Britain. Our merchants 
must pay their debts, and surely it is for their in- 
terest to sell their articles for the highest price 
they will bring, and purchase where they can ob- 
tain cheapest. Our produce is sent to those coun- 
tries to pay our debts in Great Britain. 

There has been nothing to lead me to a judg- 
ment how the blanks are to be filled. If, with 
such high duties as to prohibit the articles, our 
chief source of revenue will be wiped off, and the 
consequence may, nay, must be, direct taxation. 
If low, it will only exhibit, without gratifying, a 
resentment, and the consumers of these articles, 
the yeomanry of this country, will have to pay 
the tax. If it is said that it is intended to en- 
courage our own factories, let us select those 
which we can manufacture, and lay prohibitory 
duties on the foreign articles. 

Mr. F. reprobated the idea of suffering partial 
or merely political motives to influence in the dis- 
cussion of the subject. Commercial subjects ought 
to be considered in an independent point of view. 
He hoped, therefore, that the Committee would 
endeavor to divest themselves of every incidental 
impression, originating in impulses from particu- 
lar events, and contemplate the question simply 
on its own merits. 

Mr. Firzsimons declared that, in the course of 
this discussion, he had not heard one single argu- 
ment advanced which, admitting the premises to 
be true, could persuade him to give his consent to 
the first of the resolutions. It was possible that 
he might agree to some of those that followed. 
He was perfectly convinced that a judicious sys- 
tem of regulations would be of infinite advantage 
to the maritime interest of America. He was of 
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opinion that the first resolution was by far too in- 
definite. The substance of the whole arguments 
advanced on both sides tended only to establish a 
fact, which was already perfectly well known, 
that the Governments of Europe act, in regard to 
the commerce of the United States, just as they 
think proper. The lesson was a very good one, 
and he trusted that, with a proper attention to 
temporary circumstances, this country would im- 
prove by it. 

Mr. Mapison regarded the objection of the gen- 
tleman as entirely of a newkind. He had refused 
his consent to the first of the resolutions, because 
it was indefinite. But the proposition laid before 
the House a few days ago with respect to the Al- 
gerines were fully as indefinite, and yet the gen- 
tleman who spoke last had recommended them. 
The order of proceedings in the present question 
is perfectly candid and regular, consonant to the 
practice of the House and the practice of the gen- 
tleman himself. 

Mr. S. Smirn, after a few introductory observa- 
tions, said, the object of the resolution is, to lay an 
extra duty on goods from Powers not in treaty 
with the United States. These duties will operate 
as a bounty, say, for calculation, of five per cent., in 
favor of those Powers with whom we have a treaty 
of commerce; for experience has shown that those 
nations cannot supply us on terms so favorable as 
that with whom no treaty exists. It is a subject, 
then, of fair inquiry, what advantages we enjoy 
from those nations we are in treaty with, to in- 
duce us to grant them such bounty; and what 
are the disadvantages which result from those 
treaties? 

The United States have a commercial treaty 
with France, Holland, Prussia, and Sweden. 
What are the commercial advantages? The ad- 
vantages in the treaties most useful to us are, that 
free ships make free goods; and this is to be re- 
ciprocal. We have seen that this stipulation has 
been violated whenever the necessity of the case, 
in their opinion, made it useful to France. The 
disadvantages of those treaties are, their prizes 
coming into our ports, and their armed vessels 
cruising on our coasts. It appears, then, that we 
have no advantages given us by those treaties suf- 
ficient to induce us to lay a tax of five per cent. 
on $17,000,000 of importations, from Powers not 
in treaty with us, say $850,000 per annum, to act 
as a bounty on the manufactures of the nations in 
treaty. 

It then becomes a subject of inquiry, what in- 
juries have we received from the Powers with 
whom we have no commercial treaty, that should 
induce us to tax ourselves $850,000 per annum to 
retaliateon them? These Powers are Spain, Por- 
tugal, Denmark, Russia, Hamburg, Bremen, and 
the other Hanse Towns, and Great Britain. 

Spain has laida heavy duty on our flour, to en- 
courage her own; but not more than on that of 
other nations. She has also undertaken, in alli- 
ance with Great Britain, to prevent our taking our 

roduce to France, contrary to the custom in 
Canes wars. It is true, the same two Powers 
attempted the same thing on a former occasion. 
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Spain has, by a late edict, granted to nations in 
treaty of commerce, license to trade in Louisiana, 
Florida, &c., &c., which immediately excludes us, 
and this may be of serious consequence. The 
English will introduce a good market for tobacco 
there; perhaps they may think it their interest to 
reduce the duty on that article, now 3s. 6d. per 
pound, to the same with ours, which is 1s. 3d.; or, 
if we pass these resolutions, make ours 3s. 6d., and 
theirs 1s. 3d. But Spain takes almost all their 
flour, a great quantity of wheat, corn, and lumber, 
beef, pork, fish. rice, &c., &c., from us, and is our 
very best customer. She supplies us with dollars, 
brandy, wine, fruits, salt, and silk goods, on fair 
terms. Some of these are articles which cannot 
be procured from the Powers in treaty, and ought 
we to offend her, to gratify our resentment against 
England ? 

Portugal refuses, since our Revolution, to take 
our flour. In every other respect she is among 
our best friends. She receives our wheat, corn, lum- 
ber, and many other articles; her late conduct calls 
for our sincerest gratitude. She supplies us with 
wine, salt, some East India goods, lemons, &c., &c. 
Why should we declare commercial war against 
such a friend ? 

The immediate relations with Denmark are in- 
creasing daily, and on fair terms. In her islands, 
we have the fairest intercourse. Our flour, meal, 
corn, lumber, beef, beel, pork, and fish, are received 
there in our own bottoms, and we bring from thence 
all their produce. Their children are educated 
among us, form friendships, and matrimonial con- 
nexions. Why should we declare a commercial 
war against a Power so friendly ? 

Russia affords us iron, hemp, sail-duck, sheet- 
ings, and some other articles; admits us into her 
ports on fair terms, and leaves to us the whole 
carrying trade between the twocountries. What 
cause have we to tax her commodities? She has 
done nothing to offend us, seems well disposed, 
and many of her articles can be had nowhere else; 
and it ought to be considered, she can support the 
armed neutrality. 

Hamburg and Bremen receive our vessels with 
every possible mark of friendship; they take great 
quanties of tobacco, rice, deerskins, furs, and a sur- 
plus of our imports from the West Indies; they 
supply us with glass, German osnaburgs, and other 
German linens, on much better terms than any 
other conntry. What injury have those Repub- 
lics done us, that we should throw their trade into 
the lap of Holland, where we generally pay five 
to ten per cent. more than we pay in those ports ? 

I come now (said Mr. S.) to the great stum- 
bling block, Great Britain, against whom these 
resolutions point, and whose political conduct has 
been the fruitful topic of so much declamation. 
He concurred in opinion with those who had se- 
verely reprobated the conduct of their piratical 
privateers towards our navigation; but are these 
good reasons, said he, why we should commence 
a commercial war with more than one half the 
European nations, or even with her, unless we 
shall find it greatly to our interest? Alterations 
of commercial systems require time and much 
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delicacy in effecting. 
what will be the result of proper remonstrances 
inst the injuries we have suffered. Has Great 
ritain laid any restrictions on our commerce 
which are not similar to those she lays on other 
foreign nations? I believe not. Have we any ad- 
vantages in her ports over other foreigners? I 
believe we have. Our citizens go there, commence 
and pursue trade, without being subject to the alien 
duty, paid by other foreigners. Our tobacco pays 
1s. 3d. per lb. duty, when all other pays 3s. 6d. per 
lb. Our pot and pearl ashes are free: others pay 
2s. per cwt., which is equal to the freight. Our 
naval stores pay less duty than others pay, which, 
acting as a bounty to us, enables us to send these 
bulky articles to such a distance. Some of our 
wood is in the same situation. The exportation 
of our lumber on these advantageous terms, is “ost 
ticularly beneficial to, and promotive of our ship- 
ping. A cargo of lumber, which costs not more 
than 400 or 500 pounds, would sell for 12 or 1400. 
Mr. S. observed, that he presumed no one would 
tax him with being prejudiced in favor of Great 
Britain ; he had suffered by them severely; he had 
fought against their usurpations; and, should his 
duty call him, he trusted he should not hesitate to 
do so again. It is not what Britain may suffer b 
the system proposed, but the disadvantage whic 
will be the consequence to the United States, that 
ought to be taken into consideration. Our duty 
is not to injure others, but to protect our own in- 
terest. 

Mr. S. then inquired, what have we done to 
benefit our own commerce? In the first Congress, 
a duty of fifty cents on foreign tonnage, and six 
cents on our own, gave an advantage of forty-four 
cents in our favor; and put us more than ona 
footing with the extra light-money, of 1s. 9d. ster- 
ling, a ton, on our vessels, charged in all their ports, 
except London. We also laid a duty of one-tenth 
extra on goods by foreign vessels. hat has been 
its consequence? A gentleman from Virginiastated 
that. in 1660, Great Britain passed their Navigation 
Act, when the foreign trade was one-fourth of the 
whole; in 1770, it was lessened to one-sixth. 
What is the consequence of our law? The fo- 
reign tonnage in 1770, was nearly one-third of the 
whole. In 1792, the foreign tonnage was reduced 
nearly to one-fourth, or as 244 to 568. This being 
the case, we have, by our existing laws and in- 
dustry, decreased the proportion of the foreign 
tonnage one-sixth. Thus has our existing laws 
done nearly as much in two years for us, as the 
navigation laws of Great Britain did for them in 
forty years. Under the existing state of things, 
Mr. S. said, he could not see the policy of pushing 
regulations to accelerate a progress already with- 
outexample. The same gentleman said, that the 
manufactures of Great Britain amount to fifty-one 
millions, and that the proportion to America is 
two millions—say four per cent. of the exports of 
that country. ill she give up her Navigation 
Act for the profits of four per cent. on her exports ? 
Can it be expected that she will deviate from’a 
system which more than one hundred years expe- 
rience has confirmed the utility of? 
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With respect to France, Mr. Smrrx acknow- 
ledged, in warm terms, the obligations this coun- 
try was under to that, for the services rendered 
during the war. France, said he, will be a Re- 
public, and, as republicans, they will treat with us 


on fair, liberal, and reciprocal terms. 
Mr. 8. concluded by reading the following com- 


parative statement: 
ENGLAND. 


Ist. American ships pay 
no more duty of tonnage in 
her ports than her own pay; 
but they pay Is. $c sterling, 
or 39 cents extra for lights, 
except in the port of Lon- 
don, where all pay alike. 

2d. The ships of Ameri- 
ca carry freely to Great Bri- 
tain the produce of the Uni- 
ted States, (where her own 
ships are permitted,) and 
pay the same duty thereon 


AMERICA. 

Ist. British ships pay, in 
her ports, 44 cents duty of 
tonnage more than her own 
ships pay. 


2d. All goods imported 
in British ships to the Unit- 
ed States, pay 10 per cent. 
addition on the duties paid 
when imported in her own 
ships; which amount al- 


that is paid by the ships of most to the whole freight on 


Great Britain. 


3d. All trade in American 
ships to the British West 
Indies, is prohibited, except 
in times (such as the pre- 
sent) of war and particular 
scarcity. 


4th. The trade to the Bri- 
tish East Indies is free for 
Americans ; they enter and 
sell freely there, as well their 
cargoes as ships, when even 
British ships are prohibited. 

5th. American shipping 
can carry no foreign article 
to Great Britain, nor any 
thing except her own pro- 
duce; they cannot carry any 
of her manufactures, except 
pot and pearl ashes, pig and 
bar iron; which articles are 
free from duty. 


6th. Great Britain admits 


an assorted cargo of British 
manufactures. 

3d. America has no Co- 
lonies, she supplies the Bri- 
tish West India islands with 
4,500 barrels of flour per 
annum. Shall we risk this 
advantage, because they 
will not let us employ 12 
brigs to carry it? 

4th. America has no East 
Indian settlements. 


5th. British ships are per- 
mitted to bring goods of ev- 
ery country to the United 
States; but then they are 
subject, too, to an additional 
duty of ten per cent. on the 
duty paid on goods import- 
ed in our own ships, which 
in almost all cases amounts 
toa prohibition ; her copper, 
tin, lead, and some other 
gross articles, pay no duty. 

6th. America admits no- 


from America, free of duty, thing free of duty from Great 
plank, pot and pearl ashes, Britain, that is not equally 
bar and pig iron, when she free from all other countries. 
charges a duty on the same 
articles from other nations, 
equal, in some instances, to 
a full freight; which enables 
America to transport such 
bulky articles on equal 
terms: she charges ls. 3d. 
per Ib. on American tobac- 
co, and 3s. 6d. on all other. 


Mr. Finpuey next rose. He suggested a diffi- 
dence itt rising onthe subject, as it required a 
knowledge of circumstances and facts which sel- 
dom came under his consideration; but, having 
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examined the case with sufficient attention to de- 
termine his vote, as no member claimed the floor, 
he would offer some of those reasons which were 
convincing to himself. 

He took notice of the member last up, who 
asserted that the additional duties proposed were 
not intended for protecting manufactures, nor as 
additional revenues, but as bounties to the nations 
with which we have commercial treaties; that 
no other nation could furnish us with sufficiency 
of goods; and who then asked in what manner 
we will raise our revenues? To which he an- 
swered, that the political intention of the resolu- 
tion was to secure our independence as a commer- 
cial nation, and to make it the interest of certain 
European nations to enter into commercial trea- 
ties with us; they have refused to treat, because 
they enjoy more advantages without treaties than 
they could expect any treaties could secure to 
them. He alleged it was not properly a commer- 
cial war, or a principle of revenge or retaliation, 
that was intended by the resolutions. Revenge 
for supposed insults offered to the Crown, may be 
the principle of the duelling wars undertaken by 
European despots, but such principles are inad- 
missible in Republican politics. The design of 
the proposed measure is to procure a reciprocity 
of advantages in commerce without war; it is 
calculated to procure justice, to secure the practi- 
cal enjoyment of that independence, which, though 
we have established, after an arduous contest, we 
have not reaped the advantages which ought to 
have resulted from it, nor put ourselves in a capa- 
city to protect it. The first attempt to revise the 
Confederation was expressly within the design of 
vesting Congress with sufficient powers for ren- 
dering our commerce more independent. When 
the revision of the Government did take place, 
this was a principal object. both in the enlarge- 
ment of the powers and regulating the forms of 
the Government. The gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Mapison] has explained the reasons why 
such measures were not more early adopted, and 
has properly suggested that those reasons no longer 
exist. 

The proposed restrictions are necessary tu raise 
a competition in European markets, and waive an 
option to our merchants in different nations. 

hough the assortment for some time might not 
be so general in other countries as Britain, yet 
certainly much of the necessary supplies, such as 
linens and woollens, have been got on as good 
terms in France as in England, and have been in 
quantity more than equal to the demand. But, 
depending on one nation for our whole supplies, 
subjects us too much to the caprice and the fate 
of that nation. Supposing that nation to be at 
war with ourselves or our allies, we must be much 
embarrassed in our supplies, and will find it difficult 
to find goods from nations who had not provided 
for ourdemands. Supposing a state of bankruptcy 
or insurrection to take place in the nation on 
which we depend for supplies, we will share in 
their distresses. The gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina [Mr. Smirn] and others considered the 
credit to which our merchants are admitted in 
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Britain as more than equivalent to the restrictions 
we are subjected to by that nation. It is urged 
that the extensive use we are admitted to make 
of British capital ought to have great weight in 
our estimates of the comparative advantage of our 
commerce with Britain. Mr. F. begged leave 
totally to differ with those gentlemen in opinion ; 
he considered the extensive use made by our mer- 
chants of British credit as a very great political 
evil; it promoted an unfavorable Lalasies of trade, 
and enables our merchants to import goods in 
greater abundance than we need; consequently, 
our industry, especially in domestic manufactures, 
is discouraged, and luxury is promoted. It is an 
old observation, that the borrower is a servant to 
the lender. The consequence of the British credit 
so much boasted of is, that our merchants are 
many millions in debt to the manufacturers or mer- 
chants of Britain; our storekeepers are in propor- 
tion indebted to the merchant, and country people 
are in debt to the storekeepers for such manufac- 
tures as they could have fived well without, and 
which many of them were not able to pay for. 
Thus credit, while it enriches a few individuals, 
occasions a ruinous system of debts and bankrupt- 
cies to pervade our country, from the cities to the 
most remote boundaries. But a greater evil pre- 
sents itself to our consideration. This credit pro- 
motes a system of British influence dangerous to 
our political security. The merchant who de- 
pends upon British credit is necessarily under the 
influence of the hand that feeds him ; the store- 
keeper is in debt to the merchant, and subject to 
his influence. And such storekeepers, abounding 
not only in all the small towns, but in every place 
of public resort, consequently this extensive Bri- 
tish credit is a source of British influence spread 
through the whole United States. He said that, 
since Congress met, he had been industrious to 
procure information on this subject. He knew 
that before the country people expected such 
regulations with anxiety, and he now knew that 
the merchants, who were able to carry on business 
without the aid of the British credit, were very 
generally in favor of commercial restrictions ; and 
that those who were not in that situation were 
generally against them; these different principles 
naturally arose from their respective situations. 
He expressed some surprise that the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. S.] spoke of the French 
Treaty with so little candor. Why did he not 
mention the guarantee of the West Indies asa 
part of the commercial treaty, as well as the ad- 
mitting the French privateers and prizes into our 
ports? The truth is, neither the one nor the 
other were of the commercial parts of the treaty. 
The gentleman knew that the exertions of that 
nation in our behalf, by their arms and their 
money, were the parts. of the treaty relative to the 
opening our ports to their privateers, prizes, &c. 
He said the British restrictions to which we were 
subjected, the encouragements given to the hostile 
Indians, was no longerasecret. The letting loose 
the Algerines on our commerce, (a fact which he 
trusted no member would now deny,) the refusing 
to fulfil the definitive treaty, or to enter intoa 
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commercial one—all tended to prove that this was 
the proper time to assert our own commercial 
rights, not for revenge, but for self-defence. The 
present embarrassed state of Europe rendered such 
a measure necessary, and encouraged the prospect 
of its being effectual. 

Mr. Ames wished, that gentlemen, instead of in- 
definite declamation, would lay their finger on each 
particular wrong that Britain had done tous. He 
did not know of any particular advantage, that we 
had derived in our commerce with France. He 
wished to discountenance a spirit of revenge, and 
to ascertain on what side the benefits of our com- 
merce lay, and wherein they consisted. He did 
not like unfair comparisons. 

Mr. Nicnotas said, that he would not, at this 
time of day, attempt to detain the House any fur- 
ther than by just observing that the practice of 
comparisons had originated among the gentlemen 
who none the resolutions. 

At this stage, the Committee rose,and had leave 
to sit again. 





Tuurspay, January 16. 


The resolution sent from the Senate, “propos- 
ing to the several States an article of amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States respect- 
ing the Judicial power,” was read the second time, 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House on Monday next. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit, for your information, certain intelligence 
lately received from Europe, as it relates to the subject 


of my past communications. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, January 16, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bovupinot, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of Government for the year 1794; which was 
read twice and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing a statement of the expenses of the Commis- 
sioners of Loans, on which the estimate of $40,000 
is founded, made pursuant to the order of the 10th 
instant; which were read, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to 
whom is committed the bill making appropriations 
for the support of Government for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries. When 
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Mr. Nicuo.as rose and spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: I feel a great embarrassment in 
speaking on this subject, from a distrust of my 
ability to treat sseeene its acknowledged import- 
ance, and from the apparent expectation of the 
audience. I feel too, as the member from Mary- 
land who spoke yesterday did, from the imputa- 
tion of motives, well knowing that the Represent- 
atives of my country are industriously reported 
to be enemies of the Government, and promoters 
of anarchy, and that the present measure is im- 
puted to these principles. It is somewhat remark- 
able, that farther North we are charged with sel- 
fishness, and want of attachment to the general 
welfare, for a supposed opposition to measures of 
the import of the present. I mention this contra- 
dictory inference, to show that the shameful de- 
signs charged upon us, are not proved by the fact, 
and to place the guilt where it only exists, in the 
malignity of the accuser. 

It is a commonly received opinion, that trade 
should be intrusted to the direction of those imme- 
diately interested in it, and that the actual course 
of it, is the best which it could take ; this principle 
is by no means a safe one, and, as applied to the 
trade of America, is extremely fallacious. It can 
never be just, where the beginning and growth of 
commerce have not been free from all possible 
constraint, as to its direction; as that can never 
be called a business of election which has been 
created under foreign influence. The manner in 
which America was first peopled, and the nurture 
she received from Great Britain, afford the most 
striking contrast to the requisite before mentioned. 
The first inhabitants of America were educated 
in Great Britain, and brought with them all the 
wants of their own country, to be gratified chiefly 
by the productions of that country. Aided by 
British capital, in the settlement of the wilderness, 
and depending on the same means for the convey- 
ance of its produce, to a place of consumption, it 
was inevitable, that the demand for British com- 
modities should keep pace with the improvement 
of the country. In the commencement of Ameri- 
can population and its early stages, there does not 
appear to have been a chance of comparing the 
advantages of commercial connexion, with differ- 
ent countries, and it will be found that in its pro- 
gress, it was still more restrained. In the last years 
of the dependence of America on Great Britain, 
the principal part of America was occupied by 
large trading companies, composed of people in 
Great Britain, and conducted by factors, who sunk 
large sums in the hands of the farmers, to attach 
them to their respective stores, by which means, 
competition was precluded, and a dependence on 
the a om of those stores completely established. 
Since the Revolution, the business has been con- 
ducted by persons in the habit of dependence on 
Great Britain, and who had no other capital, than 
the manufactures of that country furnished on 
credit. The business is still almost wholly con- 
ducted by the same means. In no stage of its 
growth then, does there appear to have been a 
power in the consumer to have compared the pro- 
ductions of Great Britain with those of any other 
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country, as to their quality or price, and therefore 
there is no propriety in calling the course of trade, 
the course of its choice. 

The subject before the Committee naturally 
divides itself into navigation and manufactures, in 
speaking of which, I shall offer some other con- 
siderations, to show that the same effects are by 
no means to be expected from the greatest com- 
mercial wisdom in individuals, which are in the 
power of the general concert of the community ; 
the one having in view profit on each separate 
transaction, the other, promoting an advantageous 
result to the whole commerce of the country. 

In considering the iraportance of navigation to 
all countries, but especially to such as have so 
extensive a production of bulky articles as Ame- 
rica, I think I shall show that the last observation 
is accurately right, and that the interest of the 
whole community, not those only who are the 
carriers, but those also who furnish the object of 
carriage, positively demands a domestic marine, 
equal to its whole business; and that, even if it is 
to exist under rates higher than those of foreign 
navigation, it is to be preferred. In circumstances 
of tolerable equality, that can never however en- 
tirely be the case; for, in the carriage of the pro- 
duce of one country, by the shipping of another, 
to any other place than the country to which the 
shipping belongs, there is considerably more labor 
employed, than would have been by domestic 
shipping, as the return to their own country is to 
be included. On this ground, it may be confidently 
asserted, that where the materials of navigation are 
equally attainable, they will always be more ad- 
vantageously employed by the country for whose 
use they are intended ; and that if, under such cir- 
cumstances, another country is employed as the 
carrier, it must be under the influence of some 
other cause than interest, as it respects that par- 
ticular business. A dependence on the shipping 
of another country tends to establish a place of 
deposite in that country, of those exports which 
are for the use of others, if it is at a convenient 
distance from them. The superintendence of pro- 
perty makes short voyages desirable for the owner. 
and the connexion that soon takes place between 
the money capital of a country and its shipping 
interests, greatly strengthens the vortex. he 
attainment of wealth beyond the demands of navi- 


own productions, but also from the varied experi- 
ence of America. Before the Revolution, every 
thing for European consumption was carried to 
Great Britain, but, since America has possessed 
shipping of her own, and in the Northern States, 
there has been an accession of capital, the export 
to England is reduced one-half. It is true, indeed, 
that there is still nearly one-half of what she re- 
ceives, that is re-exported, but it will be found that 
she still retains a proportioned share of those in- 
fluences which formerly carried the whole. Great 
Britain, under all the discouragements of our laws, 
which we are told by the mercantile members of 
the committee, amount to a prohibition where 
they have any rivals, did, until the European war, 
possess one-third of the foreign tonnage employed 
in America. This has been supported by the de- 
pendence into which the Southern States were 
placed by credit, and here, as in every other step 
of the connexion, this engine extorts advantages 
from us, beyond the compensation which is always 
secured in the first advance. If there wanted other 
proof of the British interest in the American navi- 
gation being supported in direct opposition to our 
interests, it may be found in the comparative state 
of the tonnage employed, where it % tes that, 
after the protecting duties once had their effect, 
the additional tonnage, to a considerable amount, 
has been entirely American, and that the British 
tonnage has remained very nearly stationary, and 
in proportion to their undue influence. — 

In time of war, in addition to the inconveni- 
ences before stated, which are enhanced by throw- 
ing the trade from its accustomed channel, there 
are great and important losses brought on a coun- 
try by this kind of dependence. If your carriers 
are parties to the war, you are subjected to the 
war freight and war insurance on your cargo, and 
you are cut off from all the markets to which they 
are hostile; and, indeed, from our experience in 
the present war, I may say you are cut off from 
the market of your carriers themselves, as it would 
have been impossible for British vessels to have 
escaped in our seas last Summer. To what extent 
this loss goes may be seen from a ealculation in 
the Secretary of State’s Report on the fisheries, 
making the proportion of war to that of peace in 
the one hundred years, as forty-two to one hun- 
dred; and on that calculation there can be no 













































gation, leads to an interest in the cargo itself, and 
then the agency in selling to the consumer be- 
comes important. It is apparent that, as the final 
sale depends on the wants of the purchaser, all 
intermediate expenses of care and agency must be 
taken from the price to which the maker would 
be entitled. Our own commerce has involved 
this loss, in a remarkable degree, and it has gone 
to an enormous extent, from a necessity of sub- 
mitting to the Sore: of agents, arising from a de- 
pendence established by means of the so much 
boasted credit. 

That there is this tendency in the employment 
of foreign shipping, is not only proved by the com- 
mercial importance of Holland, which became 


thus from her naval resources the store-house of 


Europe, without furnishing anything from her 





hesitation in determining that the interest of the 


farmers requires that this foreign dependence 
should end here. 


But the European war, by making a temporary 
exclusion of British shipping, has already brought 
on us the greatest mischief of such a regulation ; 
and, by the encouragement it has afforded to our 
shipping, almost completed the remedy ; so that 
we have reason to consider this as a fortunate pe- 
riod. But, it is not merely the advancement of 
our marine that is contemplated by the present 
resolutions, the security of that which we have is 
also dependent on them. The —— from the 
Algerines has been estimated in this House at five 
per cent. on the vessel and cargo, but the whole 
encouragement to our own shipping in our exist- 
ing laws consists in the one-tenth additional duty 
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on goods imported in foreign vessels. Whenever 
there shall be an European peace, which cannot 
be far distant, the whole difference between the 
two sums will be a direct encouragement on Bri- 
tish ships and will probably be equal totwo freights. 
Do gentlemen rely on the precarious prospect of 
building frigates, and the more precarious service 
to be rendered by them when built, so much as to 
neglect any other regulations for the safety of our 
shipping when they are so much in their power? 
aving shown that the actual state of our com- 
merce is by no means the most beneficial, as far 
as navigation is concerned, I will proceed to con- 
sider the benefits derived from the consumption 
of those European manufactures which form the 
prineipel part of the stores of America. And 
ere it may safely be said, that national policy by 
no means justifies the almost exclusive preference 
given to those of Great Britain. It is not always 
true that the commodity which is bought for least 
money is the best bargain, for the means of pay- 
ment form an important consideration in all traf- 
fic, and accommodations in it may more than 
counterbalance an inequality of price. If one 
man will receive an article in exchange which 
you can sell to no other, it will certainly be a sav- 
ing to deal with him at a high advance on his 
property. If there are countries which would be- 
come great consumers of American produce, on 
the terms of reciprocal consumption, and we find 
a difficulty, as is often the case, in vending that 
produce, is it not of great national importance to 
excite those acts which are to become the founda- 
tion of the connexion, even if, in the first instance, 
it is to be attended with inconvenience and loss? 
France may be made a connexion of this sort. 
She is at this time almost, if not quite, on a foot- 
ing with Great Britain in the consumption of 
American products, and every hand which shall 
receive employment from us will add to her wants. 
We are told that it is of no less importance to us 
to find a country which can supply us advan- 
tageously than one which will consume our pro- 
ductions ; and that, as commerce is no longer car- 
ried on by barter, it is no less beneficial to sell in 
one country and buy in another than if we could 
complete the exchange in thesamecountry. This 
might be true, if your production was limited, and 
the demand for it certain ; but, with a greatly im- 
proving agriculture, and some risk in our markets, 
the object is important. Great Britain being the 
factory of those things which would make her 
most dependent on the agricultural interest, and 
the national wealth being probably at the greatest 
height, there is no expectation that her consump- 
tion will increase. On the other hand, as labor is 
now to receive its direction in France to the ma- 
nufacturing arts, so far as concerns America, you 
will take from the agricultural strength a large 
class of people, and by that means create a de- 
pendence on you, at least to the amount of their 
own consumption, and the wealth you will diffuse 
will give ability to thousands who are now too 
poor to bid for your commodities. Nor is it pro- 
bable that you will purchase this important bene- 
fit on very disadvantageous terms; for it is agreed 
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on all hands that many important arts are well 
understood there, and that labor, which forms the 
principal part of the cost of most articles, is con- 
siderably cheaper in France than in England. 
Another very important operation of a discri- 
mination in favor of France will be that, by en- 
couraging liberal industry, you may put an end to 
some practices which, in the existing state of con- 
sumption, greatly depreciate our commodities. | 
mean the public provision made in granaries, and 
the supply from them in times of scareity, which 
destroys the competition that raises every thing 
to its just value. Different consequences have 
been foretold as likely to result from those mea- 
sures, to which I shall give a short examination. 
We are told that the preference long since given 
by our laws has been equal to a prohibition of 
British vessels, and that, to the extent to which it 
has gone, the best effects have been produced. To 
secure this operation from a recent attack, and at 
the same time to extend it to some branches of 
trade, to which its principles would equally ex- 
tend, is the object of the marine resolutions. We 
have no reason to apprehend bad consequences 
from an action which has hitherto had good con- 
sequences. As to the increased duties on manu- 
factures, I think the prospect in no way threaten- 
ing; for, if there should be found no country to 
supply our wants on better terms, the diminution 
of consumption will be only in proportion to the 
duty. This can be by no means alarming, con- 
sidered as the worst consequence of the measure 
to men with whom the impost is the favorite 
mode of collecting the revenue, at a time when 
the public wants are equal to any possible produce. 
If there shall be found a competitor with Great 
Britain for our consumption, the great object will 
be attained, as it must be accompanied by a cor- 
responding consumption of American productions. 
But we are told that there will be a conflict of 
commercial regulations between this country and 
Great Britain, and that the consequence will be, 
the loss of the market she affords us. The pro- 
bable consequences of such a conflict will best de- 
termine whether it is to be expected, as it will 
commence on her part as well as ours, with a 
view to consequences. The danger whieh she 
can alone apprehend is the loss of the market for 
her manufactures; and to obviate this, it would 
be absurd to widen the breach between us, as that 
would tend, in a direct proportion, to the establish- 
ment of unfriendly habits and manufactures, either 
here or in other countries, which would rival her 
own. If, however, the ultimate advantage would 
justify such measures, the immediate distress of 
her people would forbid it. The American trade 
must be the means of distributing bread to several 
hundred thousand persons, whose occupations 
would be wholly ended with the trade, and the 
Government is by no means in a situation to bear 
their discontent. Their navigation and manu- 
factures draw many important ingredients from 
America which would be lost to them. The cre- 
ditors of the people of America, to an immense 
amount, mead: be deprived of the remittances 
which depend on a friendly intercourse. On the 





241 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





January, 1794. ] 





Commerce of the United States. 





whole, it would add to the disorders of the Go- 
vernmentaamong those who, perhaps, have here- 
tofore contributed to its support, without gratify- 
ing anything but an arrogant resentment. But 
we are told that our own citizens would be equal 
sufferers, and are more to be injured by bein 

stopped in a career of rapid improvement. It will 
be hard to anticipate any real misfortune to Ame- 
rica in such a contest, unless the temporary loss 
of indulgencies, which are by no means necessary, 
can be so called. The consumption of Great Bri- 
tain is, according to the most friendly calculation, 
not more than one-third of our purchases from her, 
and, therefore, the national wealth, independent 
of the gratification of our appetites, will receive 
an immense addition, and a vast fund will be pro- 
eured to make lasting and valuable improvements, 
which would be degraded by comparison with the 
gewgaws of a day. It is to be remarked that the 
diminution of our exports would be divided among 


large classes of people, and in all cases forms a de- 


duction from the annual income, rather than a 
total loss. This will result from the various ob- 
jects of American industry and the division of the 
markets of its produce. This forms an important 
difference between America and Great Britain, in 
an estimate of the effects of a rupture between the 
two countries. In my opinion, the habits of the 
Southern States are such as to require the con- 
trol which is said to be the consequence of these 
measures. Under the facility offered by the modes 
of trade before spoken of, and the credit which is 
said to be so beneficial, they have not only in- 
volved themselves in debt, but have contracted 
habits which, with the power of gratification, must 
always keep them so. We did Love that the ad- 
ministration of justice would have corrected the 
evil, but we now find that it cannot be corrected 
but by entire changes. It is founded in the policy 
of the merchant himself, and this circumstance is 
enough to present to the minds of the Committee 
a long train of dependent mischiefs. It is a fact, 
supported by the best evidence, that our merchants 
who get their goods from the manufacturer pay 
as much for them as the shopkeeper who buys at 
Baltimore or Philadelphia. This is one of the 
consequences of the want of credit which al- 
ways will follow a reliance on collection from 
farmers ; and there can be no doubt that the mer- 
chant is indemnified for his disgrace as well as 
his advance. The result of the whole train of in- 
dulgence is, that our goods are bought at an ad- 
vance from a half to one-fourth of what they could 
be afforded for in cash sales. Nor does the mis- 
chief stop here. It brings a subjection which ma- 
terially affects the sale of our produce. I do be- 
lieve, myself, that the war with Great Britain did 
not bring half the mischief on us that their credit 
has; and I very much suspect a credit for con- 
sumption willalways be found equally mischievous. 
It by no means resembles money loans, as is in- 
sinuated by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
by freeing a man’s own resources for any other 
use. It is certain that there is no other safe regu- 
lation of a farmer’s expenses than his income ; and 
experience every day proves that, when so regu_ 




















lated, they always fall short of the income, and 
that, when they depend on credit, they always 
exceed it, and thereby subject future revenue. 
Lessening the importation of foreign manufactures 
will increase our household fabrics, which expe- 
rience has proved to be highly profitable,as the 
labor is done by a part of the community of little 
power in any other application. Regular efforts 
in this way have been, in my country, certainly 
productive of independence. 

It is acknowledged that we may derive great 
advantages from France in our commerce, but it 
is said they should be secured by treaty, and we 
should not pay beforehand for them. If advanta- 
ges are to be drawn by treaty from foreign na- 
tions, to enable the Executive to procure them, 
we must advance the impost beyond the revenue 
standard, or they will have nothing to give in ex- 
change. Will gentlemen agree to involve France 
in this measure indiscriminately, when we have 
already a commercial treaty with her, which 
was concomitant with that treaty which gave 
us independence? Will they, under such proofs 
of friendliness, and while they are laboring under 
a revolution that must strengthen our connexion, 
show distrust of their justice, when the distinction 
now proposed may give them a knowledge of those 
advantages they may derive from our trade, and 
thereby make them more eager for a permanent 
contract? It will be always in our power, when 
we find ourselves deceived, to restore the equality 
with Great Britain. We are asked what will be- 
come of our revenue under such an establishment ? 
The answer is obvious, from my former observa- 
tions: if the consumption is reduced only by means 
of revenue, the revenue will increase ; if it is les- 
sened by competition, it will not be diminished, for 
the present rates will continue on all foreign goods, 
and we shall be better able to pay from the im- 
provement of our foreign markets. But if there 
should be a diminution without lessening the 
power of the people to pay, what mischiefs will 
there be? Every bod dudevitaiile that the Pe- 
ple pay the revenue, although it is collected by 
custom-house officers, and there is reason to be- 
lieve that the expense of collection is greater in 
that way than any other, as there is not only the 
apparent expense, but a secret compensation to 
the merchants for advancing it. 

But we are told that we are including countries 
in the general description which are our best cus- 
tomers—Spain, Portugal, the Hanse Towns, and 
Denmark. It will be found that they are little 
within the reach of the propositions, not being 
carriers, and very little manufacturers of the arti- 
cles to be taxed. It will be in the power of the 
Legislature to save them, in filling up the blanks ; 
but this is not intended to shut out any nation 
which chooses to trade with us on liberal terms ; 
and, if we are satisfied with our footing in their 
trade, there is ao doubt but we can secure it by 
treaty. They will not complain of our taking 
away benefits which they may resume at any 
time. Weare told that this business is merely 
commercial, and that we should not think of our 
political relations to Great Britain; but, in my 
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opinion, most of our grievances have commercial 
objects, and therefore are to be remedied by com- 
mercial resistance. If you take away what is 
contended for,contest must end. The Indian war 
and the Algerine attacks have both commercial 
views. Or Great Britain must stand without ex- 
cuse for instigating the most horrid cruelties. I 
consider, however, the propositions before you as 
the strongest weapon America possesses, and the 
most likely to restore her to all her rights, politi- 
cal and commercial; and I trust I have shown that 
the means will have a beneficial effect, if they 
should fail as a remedy with respect to Great 
Britain. 

Mr. Goopuve: Mr. Chairman, the propositions 
now before us having been considered by several 
goatee, who have already spoken, and who 

ave given such a particular detail of calculations, 
I shall confine myself to some general observa- 
tions on the subject. 

The gentleman from Maryland has made an 
observation which struck me very forcibly as ap- 
plied to the subject before us, because it isa maxim 
to which all mankind have assented, and upon 
which all mankind continually practice—it was 
this: “there is no friendship in trade;” and it 
may be added, as a necessary consequence, there 
ought to be no hatred in trade. By following a 
pat founded upon so obvious a maxim as the 
oregoing, we may be sure of a right guide, but if 
we deviate from it, we are in danger of being led 
into unforeseen error and mischief. It is unques- 
tionably our duty to attend to the navigation and 
commerce of our country, and give it every proper 
encouragement which time and circumstances 
admit; this has ever been my wish and my 
conduct. 

This object, so important and desirable, must be 
effected by fixed principles and regulations, such 
as giving our vessels a Jecided preference in our 
own ports above the ships of every other nation 
whatever, by paying less tonnage and other duties; 
by suffering no foreign ships to bring into the 
United States the productions of any other country 
than the one to which they belong; and by pro- 
hibiting foreign ships from coming to the United 
States from those places where our own ships are 
prohibited 

These are the fixed principles and regulations 
by one or all of which our navigation and com- 
merce can only be promoted, and must never be 
deviated from, when adopted in favor of any one 
nation whatever—unless it be in return for some 
special advantage granted to us by any particular 
nation as an equivalent. Hitherto, our Govern- 
ment has proceeded to distinguish foreign ships, 
only by making them pay greater tonnage and 
duties than our own. If circumstances required 
it, and the time is judged a seasonable one, I shall 
be willing to proceed further. 

Let us examine what advantages we enjoy in 
consequence of any commercial treaties we have 
already formed, for the propositions before us are 
proposed to affect only those nations with whom 
we have no treaties. We have commercial trea- 
ties with Prussia, Sweden, France, and Holland, 
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and in the dominions of neither of those Powers 
have our ships or the produce of this country (ex- 
cept in the single article of our oil in France ) been 
admitted on any more favorable terms than the 
ships or produce of any other nation; and for this 
obvious reason, because our treaties only insure 
the advantages they may grant to the most favored 
nation; and, being circumstanced in such a man- 
ner as not judging it for their interest to distin- 
guish any one by its favors, we are left only in the 
enjoyment of a trade with them on the terms 
common to all other nations. This being the case, 
I would not give one farthing to have like treaties 
formed with every other nation, for they have not 
been, and never can be, of any service to us; if we 
expect to derive any advantage from commercial 
treaties, we must stipulate for some certain good, 
for some other good which we may grant them 
in return. 

But it is said, Mr. Chairman, we are particu- 
larly injured by the commercial restrictions of 
Great Britain. The fact is, we enjoy in our trade 
with that country all the advantages of commerce, 
and in some instances greater than they grant to 
any other nation. Our pot ash, and several other 
articles, pay a less duty in Great Britain than the 
like articles do from any other country, and in no 
instance do I believe they pay greater. Our ships 
are allowed generally to carry to Great Britain 
and Ireland the productions of this country on the 
same terms their own ships do. We have also 
free admission into their extensive territories in 
India, where they prohibit the ships of their own 
country, unless they belong to their India Com- 
pany. 

It is true our commerce is cramped by a refusal 
of our ships into their Colonies of Nova Scotia, 
Canada, Newfoundland, and their West India 
Islands, which is the only evil of a commercial 
kind we have to complain of in their regulations. 
But this is not an evil in consequence of distin- 
guishing us from any other nation; they deny 
that privilege to all others, and it has taken effect 
as it relates to us in consequence of our becoming 
an independent nation. The evil of being prohi- 
bited their Colonies arises from the existing cir- 
cumstances of things. Their contiguity to the 
United States compels them to carry on a con- 
siderable trade with us for supplies, and in which 
it is but just we should be partakers; and, if we 
mean to redress this evil, we should point out 
measures to that object, and say no foreign ships 
shall come to the United States from any place 
where our ships are prohibited; or, if they do come. 
they should come under some peculiar disadvan- 
tages. This would be meeting the evil direct. 

If we raise the duties on their manufactures 
imported into this country, as is proposed by the 
resolutions now under consideration, with a view 
of compelling them to be more liberal in their 
commercial arrangements with us, we shall surely 
miss our aim, for it is certain France in her pre- 
sent situation is by no means able to supply us. 
whatever she may do hereafter. No other country, 
at present, but Great Britain, can supply us; it 
therefore follows, undeniably, if such be the fact. 
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that if we import their goods and lay an additional 
duty on them, the blow aimed at them will fall 
on us, by raising the price to the consumers in this 
country equal to the proposed additional duty. 

It is said the chief of the foreign tonnage that 
comes to this country is British, and this is an 
evil; if our object is to promote our own naviga- 
tion, I should suppose the evil consisted in having 
our trade so much carried on in foreign bottoms, 
and not as belonging to one or another foreign na- 
tion; and, if we meant further to encourage our 
navigation, we ought to raise the tonnage duty on 
all foreign shipping ; this would be coming to the 
object. But how comes it we have so many more 
British ships than others? Have we granted them 
a monopoly, or may not the ships of every other 
nation come here on the same terms they do? 
The reason, then, why there are so many more 
British than other foreign ships which come here, 
is not because we have encouraged it by any re- 
gulations we have adopted, but because they are 
a more enterprising, commercial people than their 
neighbors, and from other causes which will ever 
influence and direct commerce. 

It is also mentioned that a considerable part of 
the products of this country shipped to Great Bri- 
tain, is not consumed there, but re-shipped to other 
countries, and that we ought to make such regu- 
lations as that such excess should pass directly to 
the country where they are consumed, without 
their first going through Great Britain. 

I should think it strange if any one was to re- 
fuse selling an article because he understood the 
person who wanted to purchase it would not be 
the consumer, but he would afterwards sell it to 
another; this would not certainly influence, and 
ought not. Let us examine and see whether our 
navigation has received any encouragement by 
the regulations already adopted by this Govern- 
ment. In 1790, our navigation was but little more 
than one-half of all the tonnage entered in the 
United States; in 1791, it was three-fifths ; and in 
1792 it was nearly two-thirds. Foreign tonnage 
has actually decreased since that period 14,000 
tons, while ours has increased 171,000 tons. If the 
increase is not sufficient, then we must increase 
the tonnage duty on foreign shipping, and take 
such other measures as I have hinted at to pro- 
mote the object ; though I confess such is our deli- 
cate situation at this time, I am inclined to believe 
experiments are hazardous; and I should be strong- 
ly apprehensive, if we pass any restrictive laws at 
this time, that shall affect Great Britain only, as 
is the avowed object of the resolutions before us, 
such is her close alliance with most of the Euro- 
pean nations, and especially with Spain, that she 
will be fully able to influence some of them at 
least, and Spain in particular, (who is not very 
friendly,) to be associated with her in any counter 
regulations she may think proper to pursue by 
way Of retaliation. 

Mr. Cuark differed from many members who 
had spoken before him, in the view they took of 
the subject; he conceived it ought to be considered 
in a political light. We had many wrongs to 
complain of, and we should endeavor to obtain re- 
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dress. The English have violated our Treaty, 
just after it was ratified, by taking away our ne- 
groes, and since by holding our posts; they have 
also set the savages on our backs, and have not 
they let loose the Algerines upon us? Shall we 
sit still and bear it? How can we help it, it is 
asked? They will retaliate, we are told. How 
retaliate? will they refuse to sell us their manu- 
factures? He remembered that, even in old time 
a non-importation agreement made them repea 
their stamp act. We have surely as well now as 
we had then a right not to buy their goods; we 
don’t want to cram our provisions down their 
throats, or to force them to buy our lumber. 
During the non-importation agreement, we did 
not perish with cold; we found, even then, that 
among ourselves we could make wherewith to 
clothe ourselves; we are surely as able to do it 
now. We then gained our point; we should now 
be much more powerful with the same weapon; 
many of her manufacturers are already starving 
for want of employment. We should add greatly 
to their distress, and soon bring the Government 
to their senses, and they will be glad to enter into 
a commercial treaty with us. 

The balance of trade with Great Britain is 
much against us; and by carrying to Portugal and 
Spain what we send to them, we should receive 
cash in return. France will not always be in a 
storm, and a supply of the manufactured articles 
we want may soon be received from that quarter. 

He did not see to what purpose calculations 
three hours long had been brought forward. It 
was very well for merchants to calculate in their 
counting-houses; bu: he conceived the Legisla- 
ture should determine the question upon political 
considerations. He concluded by remarking, that 
he believed by this time the Committee must 
pretty clearly see that he was in favor of the re- 
solutions. 

Mr. Parker considered the resolutions on the 
table as indefinite and unintelligible. If revenue 
is the object, we should remember the remark of 
Dr. Swift, that in the arithmetic of taxation, two 
and two do not always make four, but sometimes 
only one. He thought there was a jarring in the 
third resolution, which contradicted the first. 
The leading clause of the first resolution, which 
has occasioned so long a debate, is in these words: 
“ That the interest of the United States would be 
promoted by further restrictions ‘and higher du- 
ties, in certain cases, on the manufactures and na- 
vigation of foreign nations employed in the com- 
merce of the United States, than those now im- 
posed.” The third resolution which Mr. P. re- 
ferred to, is in these words: “That the duty on 
vessels belonging to the nations having commer- 
cial treaties with the United States, ought to be 
reduced to per ton.” The resolutions meant 
either too much, or nothing. He would move to 
amend the first resolution, but that he hoped it 
would be altogether cast aside. 

Mr. S. Smrru, of Maryland, rose and apologized 
to the Committee for presuming to intrude upon 
them a second time by the delivery of his senti- 
ments. He said that a personal attack had been 
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made yesterday upon him in that House. It had 
met him out of doors, and had gone into the world. 
After he had done speaking yesterday, a member 
had risen, and held forth as a fundamental obser- 
vation, that “gentlemen possessing capitals of 
their own were in favor of the propositions; but 
that dealers upon credit were against them.” 
When this remark was made, as he had but just 
sat down from delivering his negative to the reso- 
lutions, he could not help thinking himself aimed 
at as one of those dealers upon credit. [Here the 
member referred to rose, and solemnly declared 
that a personal allusion to Mr. Smirn had never 
entered his mind.] Mr. S. went on to observe, 
that the whole assertion was erroneous. The 
merchants of America are men of liberal senti- 
ments—more so, he believed, than merchants of 
any other part of the world. They are not to be 
biassed by the petty motives of interest, in preju- 
dice to the public interest of their country. The 
gentleman whom he referred to had spoke of an 
alarming British influence in some of the com- 
mercial cities of America. He had alleged that 
merchants, by their connexion with Britain, would 
be under its influence; but there was no such 
thing. In this country, merchants studied the 
Constitution, and were attached to it. In other 
countries, they minded only profit. As a reflec- 


tion had been thrown on merchants who dealt 
upon credit, he should take leave to observe that 
credit was a very good thing. As to himself, he 
had, before the war began, acquired, by his indus- 


try, as much peaperty as placed him beyond the 
necessity of credit. By the war, he was reduced 
to nothi After the peace, he again began as he 
set outat first. By the same industry and the same 
talents, he had once more acquired independence. 
By the British buccaneers, he had lost as much, 
since the present war began, as the gentleman to 
whom he rose in reply, would think a tolerable 
fortune for dividing among his sons ; yet he could 
still spare time from his business for the service of 
his country. He said, that at first hearing the 
resolutions, he had been rather prejudiced in their 
favor. One of them was indeed a very enticing 
resolution, and at first view pleased him very 
much, [The resolution to which Mr. S. referred 
is the seventh, and runs in these words: 

“Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee, That 
provision ought to be made for liquidating and ascer- 
taining the losses sustained by citizens of the United 
States, from the operation of particular regulations of 
any country, contravening the Law of Nations, and 
that such losses be reimbursed in the first instance, out 
of the additional duties on the manufactures, produc- 
tions, and vessels of the nations establishing such un- 
lawful regulations.” ] 

He since opposed them, from a conviction that 
they were injudicious. This gentleman and others 
had spoken with complacency of destroying com- 
mercial credit. He would again repeat his affirm- 
ation that credit was a good thing. To destroy it 
would establish an aristocracy in commerce, which 
was as bad as an aristocracy in Government. He 
explained this expression, by subjoining, that the 
dissolution of credit would confine trade to mer- 
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chants possessing large capitals and an old and 
established correspondence in the manufacturing 
countries. An apprentice of the best connexions, 
and most promising abilities, would find it impos- 
sible, at the expiration of his indentures, to begin 
business for himself upon such oppressive terms of 
competition. It would be requisite to send ready 
money to Europe at the time of commissioning 
the goods; that is, to pay for them six months be- 
fore they were received. This operation would 
raise the price of them fifteen per cent., which 
would be a real tax. He was astonished to hear 
gentlemen speak with indifference as to the ad- 
vantages of mercantile credit. The State of 
Georgia was rising into prosperity with a prodi- 
gious progress. And by what means was this ef- 
fected? By credit, certainly ; for it never could 
have been accomplished in any other way. He 
said that we should renounce all national animosi- 
ties, and consider all mankind as one great family. 
Let us always go where we can sell best. Mr.8. 
closed a speech of uncommon animation, by say- 
ing that the resolutions reminded him of the story 
of the goose which laid golden eggs. Let us cut 
her up, said the boy, and we shall get them all at 
once. The ten per cent. of tonnage upon foreign 
vessels had been of great service; but the present 
plan was too abrupt. 

The Committee now rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 


Frivay, January 17. 


A memorial of Andrew G. Fraunces, of the city 
of New York, was presented to the House and 
read, praying to be furnished with an official copy 
of the proceedings on the subject of his memorial, 
presented the 19th ultimo, and that the House 
will speedily determine on the legality of his 
claim for the payment of certain warrants issued 
by the late Board of Treasury. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Bearry, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill for completing and better 
supporting the Military Establishment of the 
United States, reported an. amendatory bill; 
which was read twice and committed. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the Appropriation Bill, (Mr. TrumBuLt 
in the Chair.) The Committee proceeded in the 
discussion, during which, Mr. BaLpwin rose re- 
peatedly, for the purpose of inquiring into the ex- 
cess of various sums appropriated, for contingen- 
cies and other purposes, above the sums heretofore 
BEPTOBEAEG, His object was, that a committee 
should be appointed to make particular inquiry 
into the reasons of these excesses, and to report. 
A motion was at length made and carried, for the 
rising of the Committee. In the House, Mr. 
Batpwin made a motion for the appointment of 
a apres: committee, to inquire into the cause of, 
and report on the expediency of, these excesses. 
This motion was agreed to, and a committee of 
five appointed. 
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PETITION OF DANIEL PARKER. 

The House took into consideration the Report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on the memorial 
of Daniel Parker. The substance of the Report 
is, that it may be for the interest of the United 
States to compound the debt due from the memo- 
rialist, and suggests the expediency of vesting a 
power cmenaee to make the composition. « It 
was moved that a committee should be appointed 
to prepare and report a bill pursuant to the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. Some debate 
ensued on this motion. It was opposed on the 
score of precedent, and that it might be better for 
the United States to lose the debt than to establish 
a precedent which might open a door to every 
delinquent debtor of the United States. If the 
memorialist is an honest man, and has any pro- 
perty, he will throw himself on the justice and 

umanity of his country. The conduct of the 
«gaan in withdrawing from his country, and 

is consequent deportment, were reprobated. In 
support of the motion, it was said that the only 
question was, whether the United States would 
insist on receiving the whole of their demand, and 
get nothing, or compromise their demand, and re- 
ceive something. This, it was said, was not esta- 
blishing a precedent; it was simply following the 
custom established in all similar cases by indivi- 
duals, It was true that public bodies adopt gene- 
~ a more rigid line of conduct, and perhaps 
with propriety in most cases; but, in the present 
instance, the memorialist is out of the country, 
out of the reach of the laws; he is able to pa 
something, but is not willing to be divested of all 
his property, and be still bound to discharge a 
balance he never can pay. 

Mr. Nicuouas proposed the following motion, 
as a substitute for the first motion, that a commit- 
tee be appointed to inquire whether D. Parker & 
Co. have any equitable or other claims to a reduc- 
tion of the balances which appear against them 
on the books of the Treasury of the United States, 
and report specially thereon to the House. This 
motion, after some further debate, was agreed to, 
and a committee of three appointed. 


Mownpay. January 20. 


QUAKERS’ MEMORIAL. 


A memorial was read from the people called 
Quakers. The substance of this memorial is, 
to request that Congress would pass a law to pro- 
hibit the citizens of the United States from trans- 

orting slaves from the coast of Africa to the 

Jest India Islands. The petition was read by 
the Speaker. 

Mr. Gites wished that it might be referred toa 
select committee. 

Mr. Bourne wished that it should lie on the 
table for a day or two. He did not, by this, mean 
to oppose the principle of the memorial ; but he un- 
derstood that another, of the same tenor, was to be 
presented to the Senate. He therefore wished 
that it might be deferred till the House could see 
whether the Senate should take itup. If they did 











not, he should then move that it should be refer- 
red to a select committee. The petition was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


ALGERINE AFFAIRS. 


The Committee of Ways and Means, appoint- 
ed pursuant to the resolutions of the House on the 
communications from the Presipenr OF THE 
Unirep Srares relative to Algiers, brought in a 
report, which was twice read, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union. 

Ordered, That it be printed for the use of the 
members. 

The report states that the Naval force for the 
protection of the trade of the United States, shall 
consist of four ships of forty-four guns each, 18 
and 9 pounders, and two of 20 gunseach. The 
aggregate sum wanted for this purpose is estimat- 
ed at six hundred thousand dollars; to raise which, 
one per cent. additional duty is proposed to be laid 
on imported goods now paying seven and one-half 

er cent.; five per cent. additional on stone, mar- 

le, &c.; and on all stone and earthen ware, three 
cents additional; on salt, per bushel, six cents ad- 
ditional, per ton, on all vessels of the United States 
employed in foreign trade; and twenty-five cents 
additional, per ton, on all other vessels. 

On motion of Mr. Firzsimons, an addition was 
made to the Committee of Ways and Means; so 
that it now consists of a member from every State, 
who are to make another report respecting the 
fortifying the ports and harbors of the United 
States. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gruman, Mr. Warrs, Mr. 
Orr, Mr. Parron, Mr. Batpwin, and Mr. Israeu 
Smiru, be added to the committee appointed to 
report to this House the Naval force adequate to 
the protection of the commerce of the United 
States against the Algerine corsairs, together with 
an estimate of the expense, and the ways and 
means for defraying the same. 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. W. Sirs remarked, that in the discussion 
of the resolutions respecting commercial affairs, 
much stress had been laid an the suggestion, that 
Great Britain had not discovered any disposition 
to enter into a commercial treaty with the United 
States, informed the House that in the corres- 
pondence between the Executive of the United 
States and the Minister of Great Britain, as print- 
ed by order of the House, it appears, that there is 
achasm occasioned by the omission of a letter 
from the Secretary of State to that Minister, 
which letter is referred to in a subsequent letter. 

Mr. Gives said, that it was very possible the 
letter to which Mr. Sirus referred, never had ex- 
isted. It was said to have been written on the 5th 
of December, 1791. It was likely enough that 
Mr. Hammond might have mistaken a date. 

Mr. Dexter said, that there was an evident 
chasm. A letter must have been suppressed. 

Mr. Mapison thought that there was a chasm, 
which should be filled up, but it might do as well 
to defer the matter for a day or two, till inquiry 
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should be made of the Secretary of State, why it 
had been withheld? Upon informing the Prest- 
DENT, he would either give it up, or mention the 
reasons why he should not. 

Mr. Bourne said, that a motion concerning pa- 

rs to be obtained from the Secretary of State, 

ad been lying on the table since the beginning 
of last week. He wished it to be read. 

Mr. Gites and Mr. Nicno.as thought there 
could be no use for this letter, but they would not 
= an inquiry for its production. 

he House then agreed to a resolution pro- 
posed by Mr. W. Smiru, the purport of which is, 
that the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares be 
applied to for information on the subject, and re- 
quested to lay before the House the omitted letter, 
or such parts as he may think proper. It was then 
moved and seconded, that the PresipenT be made 
acquainted with the resolution now adopted, 
which was agreed to. It was then proposed. that 
a committee of three members should be appoint- 
ed to wait on him for that purpose. The motion 
was negatived. It was then moved and agreed, 
es the committee should consist of two mem- 

ers. 

A Message was received from the PresipENT 
or THE Unirep Srares, en the subject of the re- 
cal of the Minister of the French Republic. This 
Message states, that the conduct of the Minister 
had met with decided disapprobation, and the Go- 
vernment of France promises, that his recal shall 
be expedited without delay. 

Mr. Ba.pwin, from the committee appointed to 
examine the articles in which the present estimate 
exceeds the appropriations and actual settlements 
of preceding years, and report the causes, with 
their opinion of the expediency of such excess, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing the copy of a Letter to him from the Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue, stating the causes which 
have delayed the report on the revenue arising 
from spirits distilled within the United States, and 
from stills, required by the order of this House of 
the second of March last; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


It was then moved, that the House go intoa 
Committee on the bill for completing and better 
supporting the Military Establishment of the 
United States. 

The bill was discussed by paragraphs. The 
second section proposes, in substance, that those 
who continue in service to the expiration of their 
enlistment, shall receive thirty dollars in addition 
to their pay, to be paid to them personally, in pro- 
portion to the time they had been in service. This 
section, after some debate, was struck out. 

A motion was made to strike out the last sec- 
tion which provides that the widows and orphans 
of officers who die, or are killed in the service, 
shall be entitled to three years’ half pay. This 
motion, after considerable debate, was carried. 


[ January, 1794. 


A section was then proposed which provides for 
a donation of two hundred acres of land to every 
non-commissioned officer, musician, and private of 
the army, at the end of the service, provided they 
settle on the same. This motion, after several 
amendments, was agreed to. 

[In discussing the clauses of the bill on the Mili- 
tary Establishment, Mr. Wapsworrn said, that 
the American army was dwindling to nothing, 
for the want of proper officers. There was no 
suitable encouragement in the service, to com- 
—— for the toils and dangers of a military life. 

any officers would resign their commissions, if 
they could only get Government to accept of them. 
It would be necessary to make an augmentation 
of their pay, or do something else to encourage 
them. ‘There was no incitement in this war, upon 
the principles of honor, because we had .2en told 
that the war itself was infamous. Some provi- 
sion ought to be made for the widows and children 
of officers. Many of the widows of officers had 
been reduced to work with their own hands for 
bread, while their children had been sent to school 
by a subscription among their neighbors. 

Mr. Curark, in reply, said, that there were many 
soldiers who would gladly resign. If an officer 
had twenty-seven dollars per month, and a soldier 
but three or four, is it not proper that the Govern- 
ment should provide as well for the widows and 
children of soldiers, as of officers? He was con- 
fident that the army could find plenty of officers. 

Mr. Ciarporne was of opinion that the widows 
and children of soldiers were as much flesh and 
blood as those of officers; and that the State was 
as much obliged to the soldiers as to the officers. 
The latter were better paid than the former, and 
so were more likely to leave something behind 
them for the support of their families. He said 
that we lived under a Republican Government. 
where all ranks of men were equally entitled to 
the protection of the State. 

Mr. Smiuie considered it as highly unjust that 
there should be so great a difference between the 
pay of an officer and that of a soldier. It was 
proper to support rank, but the principle was car- 
ried too far. He would only ask what sort of men 
officers were, and what soldiers were? He knew 
of no distinction. Why, then, should we provide 
for the widows and the children of the officers, 
and not for those of the soldiers, when the latter 
had but four dollars per month ? 

The fact is, said Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, that 
your best officers have either left the army, or are 
daily leaving it. The General finds it necessary 
to force them to stay. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Ciarporne,] had seen service, and 
was, Mr. S. believed, as a good a Republican as 
any in that House. He surely must know that 
the services of men of education could not, in any 
part of the world, be obtained at the same rate as 
those of the inferior classes. Gentlemen might 
speak of equality, but in practice the thing was im- 
possible. As to women it was well enough known 
what sort of ladies commonly followed the camp. 
It would be absurd to place them on a level with 
the widows of officers, or to suppose that they de_ 
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served equally the protection of the State. The 
time would perhaps come when we should repent 
of having intrusted the army in other hands 
than those which at present kept it together. 

Mr. CuarBorNe said, that some of the officers 
who retired from the army were men of pleasure. 
He repeated his remarks upon equality. 

Mr. WapsworTn said, that we might talk of 
Republican armies, and Republican principles, as 
long as we pleased. By the former he understood 
nothing more than an army raised by a Republic. 
If good officers were not kept, it was certain the 
army must go to nothing, for it was as impossible 
to march an army into the field without officers, 
as it was for that House to do business without a 
Speaker or a Chairman. He knew of many 
young men who were fond of going into the army 
as Officers. But time and reflection convinced 
them, for which he was very sorry, that it was not 
worth while for any gentleman to spend his life 
in the service. The consequence was, that the 
American army was losing, as fast as possible, its 
best officers. } 

The Committee then rose, and reported the bill 
with amendments. 





Tuespay, January 21. 

A Message was received from the PresiDENT 
or THE Unirep Srares, communicating state- 
ments respecting the duties on distilled spirits ; 
also, sundry laws which have been passed by the 
Government Northwest of the Ohio. 

A petition of several of the late officers and pri- 
vates of the first Pennsylvania regiment, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying compensa- 
tion for military services rendered, and losses and 
injuries sustained, in the Army of the United 
States during the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with 
the petition of Catherine Myler, which lay on the 
table, be referred to the Secretary of War, with 
instruction to examine the same, and report his 
opinion thereupon to the House. 

Ordered, That the memorial of the people 
called Quakers, at their yearly meeting, held in 
Rhode Island, in the year 1793, which lay on the 
table, be referred to Mr. TrumBuLt, Mr. Warp, 
Mr. Gives, Mr. TaLsor, and Mr. Grove; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Mr. VENABLE, from the committee appointed to 
inquire into and report a state of facts respecting 
sundry French vessels which have taken refuge 
in the ports of the United States, and their opinion 
on the propriety of remitting the foreign tonnage 
thereon, made a report; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday by the Committee of 
the Whole House to the bill for completing and 
better supporting the Military Establishment of 
the United States. The first amendment, to strike 
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out the second section, was, on the question put 
thereupon, agreed to by the House. The second 
amendment, to strike out the last section, in the 
words following, to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That year’s half 
pay shall be allowed to all commissioned officers who 
shall serve for a term not less than three years, and 
until the Army shall be discharged :” 


Mr. Smiru said that he hoped this clause would 
not be stricken out. He had little to say, but what 
he had already remarked. The officers were 
leaving the service very fast; and if something 
was not done for the Army, we shall soon see an 
end of it. No respect whatever was shown by 
other citizens to the American uniform. 

Mr. Cuark said that certain members of the 
House, on every question, were fond of pomposity. 
Officers who could not live upon their pay, could 
live nowhere. The back woods were not the 
place to spend much money. It was well known 
that there was another cause of complaint which 
dispersed the officers. 

Mr. Forrest thought it necessary to keep in 
the clause. He had been informed by several 
officers that want of adequate pay was a very 
great objection to staying in the Army. 

Mr. Wapsworrtu said that he was glad to hear 
gentlemen speak out, and acknowledge that there 
were other causes of dissatisfaction. None of his 
correspondents in the Army had told him so; but 
he believed that there were such other causes. 
As to spending money, it would be spent in the 
back woods as well as in the cities, as the officers 
frequently had to pay four times the common 
price for articles there. He did not believe that 
we should long have three effective companies in 
the Army. He had nearly given up his hopes of 
that Army, and the rejection of this clause would 
just finish it. 

The question on striking out this clause was 
taken by yeas and nays, and stood—yeas 64, nays 
24, as follows: 

Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Ben- 
jamin Bourne, Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Day- 
ton, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Dwight Foster, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, 
Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, 
William B. Grove, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, Samuel Holten, John 
Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Ma- 
dison, Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, William 
Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John 
Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Thomas Tredwell, John E. Van Allen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin Williams, 
Paine Wingate, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Henry Dearborn, 
Uriah Forrest, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Thomas 
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Hartley, William Hindman, William Irvine, Richard 
Bland Lee, Peter Muhlenberg, Thomas Scott, John 8. 
Sherburne, Samuel Smith, William Smith, Thomas 
Sprigg, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts. 


The other amendment, reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, was further amended, 
and, on the question put thereupon, agreed to by 
the House. 

The House then proceeded further to amend 
the said bill; and, on a motion made and seconded 
to add to the end thereof the following section, by 
way of amendment, to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That, if any officer shall 
die, by reason of wounds or otherwise, while in the ser- 
vice of the United States, and shall leave a widow, or, 
if no widow, shall leave a child or children under age, 
such widow, or, if no widow, such child or children, 
shall be entitled to and receive the half of the monthly 
pay to which the deceased was entitled, at the time of 
his death, for and during the term of years; and, 
in case of the death or intermarriage of such widow, 
before the expiration of the said term of years, the 
half-pay, for the remainder of the term, shall go to the 
support of the child or children of such deceased officer, 
while under the age of sixteen years; and in like man- 
ner the allowance to the child or children of such de- 
ceased, where there is no widow, shall be paid no longer 
than while there is a child or children under the age 
aforesaid: Provided, That no greater sum shall be al- 
lowed, in any case, to the widow, or to the child or 
children of any officer, than the half-pay of a Lieutenant 
Colonel:” 


It was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 54, 
nays 32, as follows: 


Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Elias Bou- 
dinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Joshua 
Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Day- 
ton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, 
William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, 
Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, 
Samuel Griffin, Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, 
John Heath, William Hindman, John Hunter, William 
Irvine, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, William 
Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malbone, William 
Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, John Nicholas, Andrew Pickins, 
Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, Sa- 
muel Smith, William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zepha- 
niah Swift, Silas Talbot, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John 
Watts, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 


Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Peleg 
Coffin, Dwight Foster, Andrew Gregg, Daniel Heister, 
James Hillhouse, Samuel Holten, Mathew Locke, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
Andrew Moore, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Jo- 








siah Parker, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tred- 


well, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin 
Williams, and Paine Wingate. 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 


Wepnespay, January 22. 


An engrossed bill for completing and better sup- 
pornng the Military Establishment of the United 

tates, was read the third time. 

Ordered, That the said bill be recommitted to 
Mr. Bearry, Mr. Irvine, Mr. JpRemMiAn Waps- 
wortsH, Mr. Dearporn, and Mr. Van Gaaspecx. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to establish an uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States; which 
was read twice and committed. 

A petition of the manufacturers of paint, in the 
towns of Baltimore and Alexandria, was presented 
to the House and read, praying that the duties 
imposed on dry paints imported into the United 
Staies, may be taken off, and equivalent duties 
laid on foreign paints ground in oil. Also, a peti- 
tion of the dealers in oil and painters’ colors, pray- 
ing that the duties on dry paints may be so re- 
duced as to afford encouragement for grinding 
them within the United States. 

Sennen That the said petitions do lie on the 
table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of State, enclosing the copy of 
a Letter from Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Hammond, 
dated December 5, 1791, transmitted pursuant to 
a resolution of this House of the 20th instant; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, communicating fur- 
ther information from James Seagrove, Agent of 
Indian Affairs in the Southern Department, rela- 
tive to a peace with the Creek Indians; which 
were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
tions on the commerce of United States in foreign 
countries. 

Mr. Dayvrown said, that if he had before been 
disposed to enter into the extensive field of argu- 
ment which was opened to their view, by a resolu- 
tion vague and extensive as the one immediately 
under consideration of the Committee, he should 
be deterred from it by the example of gentlemen 
who had gone before him. They seemed to him 
to have wandered without any sure guide, or dis- 
tinct object; and, like persons who travel in a cir- 
cle, to have sat down after having bewildered or 
fatigued themselves in the attempt, without arriv- 
ing at the end of their pursuit. This, Mr. D. con- 
ceived was almost unavoidable, from the loose and 
grnere. wording of the proposition. He was not, 

e said, so fortunate as to be present when the 
mover of those resolutions had favored the Com- 
mittee with his arguments in support of them ; he 
might, therefore, he presumed, be indulged in in- 
quiring, what was the real purpose of the one 
under discussion; what commercial or political 
doctrine it contained; what principle in legisla- 
tion it was intended to establish? He wished to 
know whether it was regarded as a distinct propo- 
sition, or considered as necessarily connected with, 
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and explained by, the resolutions that follow it? 
In either sense, however, he declared, he found 
objections against it. As a distinct proposition, it 
appeared to him highly exceptionable, because it 
WP not possess those qualities which were indis- 
pensable to one of that nature; it was indefinite, 
inconclusive, and therefore, of itself. unintelligible. 
Could any expression, he asked, be more vague 
than the words “in certain cases”? They might 
embrace the vast world of commerce, or be con- 
fined to two of its smallest articles. Neither those 
words, nor any other part of it, enabled the mind 
to determine what particular interests were to be 
promoted, or what objects were to be attained by 
the restrictions and duties proposed. Was the 
increase of the revenue designed by them, or the 
encouragement and protection of our own manu- 
factures, or merely a discrimination between those 
nations which had, and those which had not com- 
mercial treaties with the United States? These, 
Mr. D. remarked, were three distinct principles, 
each of them important, and deserving separate 
consideration, for they led to a very different course 
of inquiries, and would produce very different re- 
sults. If the increase of the revenue was meant, 
the inquiry would principally be, whether any 
and what articles of traffic or commerce would 
bear new burdens, with a confidence that they 
would give the increase contemplated ; for it had 
been said, and frequently repeated, that two and 
two do not always make four. If gentlemen were 
disposed to encourage our own manufactures, the 
question then would be, on what articles of foreign 
manufacture we might venture to lay prohibitory 
duties, and on what others it would be proper to im- 
pose only protecting duties? Prohibitory, in cases 
where the quantities manufactured among our- 
selves equalled, or might soon be made to equal, our 
home consumption; and protecting, as to such 
others as could not, for a considerable length of 
time, be manufactured in this country in sufficient 
quantities for its supply. But if the plan of dis- 
crimination was the sole object, they were then, 
Mr. D. said, to take a very different view of the 
subject, and to aim their regulations not so much 
at the articles, as the agents of commerce, against 
nations, rather than merchandise. They would, 
in this ease, find it necessary to weigh and deter- 
mine whether the line of discrimination should be 
drawn between those nations in treaty and those 
not in treaty, or between the countries (whether 
in treaty or not) which had manifested a friendly, 
and those which had manifested a contrary dispo- 
sition. 

If, then, this proposition, viewed as an abstract 
one, established no certain principle, or if it in- 
volved and confounded a number so variant in 
their nature and tendency as he had stated them, 
there could no longer exist a doubt of the impro- 
priety of agreeing to it. But, on the other hand, 
should it be considered as connected with, and 
explained by, the resolutions which follow, there 
were the strongest reasons for passing it by, and 
proceeding to the second. What member, Mr. D. 
asked, would be willing to vote for a proposition 
which admitted of such various meanings and dif- 
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ferent explanations, and depended as to its sense 
upon certain explanatory resolutions, each of 
which was to be separately discussed, and might 
be amended. altered, and even stricken out. Surely, 
he said, the gentlemen who were about to vote for 
it were not aware of the embarrassment into which 
sucha step might lead them. In the probable event 
of an alteration of any of the other resolutions, 
this fundamental one might receive a construction, 
and be directed to objects, which members, who 
assented to it, had not foreseen, or would have op- 
posed if they had foreseen. But this, Mr. D. said, 
was not all; there was another reason against 
adopting it as a fundamental proposition. The 
articles which were intended to explain it, were, 
in reality, false expositions of this text. The third 
article was in direct opposition to its letter and 
spirit, as it went to establish a diminution of re- 
strictions and duties in certain cases, whereas the 
othercontemplated “further restrictions and higher 
duties,” as the true means of promoting the inte- 
rest of the United States. Having declared his 
grounds of objection, Mr. D. said he should have 
offered an amendment, or proposed a substitute, 
were it not that he hoped the Committee would 
agree to pass over the first proposition. 

Mr. Lee spoke as follows: The importance of 
the resolutions under consideration, is fully mani- 
fested both by the length and solemnity of the 
present discussion, and the universal solicitude 
which pervades our fellow-citizens. I have been 
deeply impressed with the awfulness of the pre- 
sent crisis; I have felt the magnitude of the sub- 
ject before us; I have listened with attention to 
everything which has been offered to our conside- 
ration; I have been informed, I have been in- 
structed, I have been delighted. My mind, which 
hesitated, has been enabled to form its decision. 
And, though, sir, it may be unnecessary, after this 
declaration, to take up any of the time of the Com- 
mittee, I hope I shallinnemn with their pardon and 
indulgence, for soliciting a small portion of their 
attention. In the present jealous and censorious 
times, when it seems to have become fashionable, 
not more to inquire into the principles of mea- 
sures, than into the motives of public agents, the 
task of explaining the reasons of his conduct, is 
necessarily imposed on every public servant, who 
does not wish to have his motives misinterpreted. 
But, sir, notwithstanding I feel the necessity of 
explaining myself on the present occasion, both 
from the consideration I have mentioned, and to 
exhibit to my constituents (whose virtue, industry, 
and value in society, claim every attention, from 
me, to their interests,) the reasons of my conduct; 
I should not ask the present indulgence, if the 
subject had been altogether placed in those lights, 
in which it most forcibly strikes my mind. And, 
under this impression, sir, 1 should be unworthy 
of the seat I hold here, and of the confidence of 
my fellow-citizens, if I withheld aught, which ap- 
peared to me conducive to their interests, and the 
general welfare. Before I proceed to a detail of 
the particular considerations, which I mean to 
bring into the view of the Committee, I hope I 
shall be pardoned, while 1 attempt to establish 
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some general abstract principles, which appear to 
me important, to guide us in the present discus- 
sion. And, though at first view, they may seem 
remote from the subject, 1 hope the Committee 
will patiently attend me through the process of 
my reasonings, to those conclusions which will 
naturally result. 

I consider, Mr. Chairman, human life as a sys- 
tem of expedients, whether viewed individually or 
collectively. Man, as an individual, is ever in the 
pursuit of happiness, and is particularly occupied 
in applying those expedients which, under exist- 
ng circumstances, are most likely to produce it. 
These he varies according to the changes in his 
own mind, and the obstacles which continually 
occur against his plans. Every day presents some 
new evil to be avoided, or some new good to be 
obtained. He avoids the one and pursues the 
other, by the best means which the state of things 
will afford. Todo this he will vary his means, 
suspend or accelerate the execution of his plans, 
as circumstances dictate. At all times he must 
be the best judge of them, and of what, in any ex- 
isting state of things, is necessary to his happiness. 
Man, also, is a various animal. Hence, the diver- 
sity of human character and human pursuits. 
Each individual takes a different route to happi- 
ness; and, being the best judge in his own case, 
has a right to do so. 

Societies being the aggregates of individuals, 
are animated by the same principles. And, in the 
great Family of Nations, as among individuals in 
a state of Nature, each nation is the best judge of, 
and has a right to pursue, according to existing 
circumstances, those measures which it thinks ne- 
cessary to its happiness. Every nation, therefore, 
has the eapacity and the right, to form sucha 
Government, and enact such laws, at every period 
of its existence, as the exigencies of its situation 
require. Of these itis the best judge, and no other 
nation has a right to interfere in the case. Ac- 
cording to this — we have acted in the va- 
rious changes that have taken place, in our politi- 
cal institutions. Other nations, in all former ages, 
have exercised, and, in all future ages, will conti- 
nue to exercise the same right. 

As the circumstances of individuals are various, 
a mode of life which will produce one man’s hap- 
piness, may produce another man’s misery. The 
circumstances and dispositions of nations, are as 
various as the circumstances and dispositions of 
individuals, and, as among individuals, one mode 
of life and one system of pursuits, will not pro- 
duce every man’s happiness; so, neither amongst 
nations, will one form of Government and one 
system of laws, suit every society. Hence, the 
diversity of Governments, which be existed in 
all countries, and inall ages. And hence, the revo- 
lutions and changes, which have been continually 
made in Governments and laws, as the exigencies 
of things required them. 

From these principles, I deduce the following 
conclusions: Ist. That every nation has the capa- 
city and the right, at every period of its existence, 
to provide for its happiness, according to its own 
knowledge of its situations and interests. 2d. 


That, therefore, the probability is, that every ni. 
tion, under the existing state of things, has that 
Government and those level which are best adapt- 
ed to its manners, and most consonant with its cir- 
cumstances. 

I will exemplify these characters. We know 
that the Government of Turkey would not suit 
us—we do not know that our Government would 
suit the Turks. Leaving the Turks to judge for 
themselves, as we judge for ourselves, the pre- 
sumption is, that they have a Government best 
suited to their manners and circumstances. We 
know we have a Government best suited to or: 
circumstances and our manners. “~ 

I will not attempt to detail those circumstances, 
which have given rise to the variety of Govern- 
ments, which now exist, and have existed in all 
the former ages of the world. On this subje ', 
volumes have been written, and volumes migit 
be written. I only mean to establish, that every 
nation, in every period of its existence, is the best 
judge of what is necessary to its happiness, and 

as those political institutions most adapted to its 
situation. This is a true Republican doctrine. It 
is founded on the capacity of the people to judge 
for themselves. We know that we have the capacity 
to judge for ourselves. We shall be proud and vain, 
indeed, if we deny to other nations the capacity to 
judge for themselves. We have the Government 

st suited to us; the presumption is, that other 
nations have Governments best suited to them. 
Therefore, in discussing our relations to other na- 
tions, I do not see the propriety of introducing the 
nature and principles of their political institutions. 
On a question like the present, the only proper in- 
quiry is, whether our intercourse with any nation, 
has a tendency to add to the comfort, the wealth, 
and the strength of the society ; and not whether 
it has a tendency to alter and improve our social 
institutions ; of these, the society in every period 
of its existence will always be the most compe- 
tent judge. Viewing the principles I have stated, 


as irrefragable, being founded on the nature of 


man, the universal usage of nations, and our own 
practice, I will now turn my attention to some 
of the arguments which have been urged during 
the discussion. In the course of my observations, 
I may occasionally apply the principles which | 
have established. I Mall not go into a detail of 
commercial facts. This has been fully done by 
persons more competent to the task. The Com- 
mittee must be fully possessed of them. I shall 
only consider such observations as involve im- 
portant principles. 

My colleague, [Mr. Mapison,] who introduced 
the resolutions, and he has been followed in the 
idea by every other gentleman who has spoken in 
support of them, said that the present Government 
originated from the incapacity of the Confedera- 
tion, and of the individual States to regulate our 
commerce with foreign countries, and seemed to 
intimate that, to counteract the restrictions of 
Great Britain with regard to our trade was the 
principal inducement to its adoption, Though |! 
disapprove of applying to any source but itself for 
the interpretation of an instrument which was in- 
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inded, at all times, to be its own expositor, I will 
go back with my colleague to those scenes which 
preceded, and induced the establishment of the 
present Constitution. I shall go back with plea- 
sure, because, being then in the infancy of my 
political life, I was witness to those first essays to 
regulate our commerce, which his patriotism in- 
duced him to make; and which finally terminated 
in the establishment of our present happy Govern- 
ment. I say, sir, 1 was witness to his exertions— 
not I only, Mr. Chairman, but all America, has 
been witness to his exertions. We all know the 
share he had in torming the present Constitution, 
ajd promoting its adoption. 1 know that the Con- 
vention at Annapolis, to regulate our trade, prin- 
cipally originated from him; I know that the 
grand Convention which formed our Constitution 
was the consequence of this, and originated from 

mw. Ani, here, I cannot hesitate, as a member 
ofa happy community, to pay that tribute of gra- 
tityde an thanks, which my heart has always felt 
to the man, whose councils and exertions have 
been so instrumental to our happiness. 

Mr. Chairman, while I agree with my colleague, 
that the first essays from which our Constitution 
arose had relation only to our trade; he will, lam 
sure, acknowledge that this was not the only ob- 
ject for which the grand Convention met, he will 
acknowledge that this is not the principal object 
contemplated by the Constitution. The power of 
regulating commerce is an inferior power vested 
with much more important powers in the Con- 
gress of the United States. But, sir, 1 need not 
make a comparison between the various powers 
of Congress. What does this sovereign act of the 
people declare to be their intention; I need only 
repeat their words: 


“We, the people of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, pro- 
mote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and es- 
tablish this Constitution for the United States of Ame- 
rica.” 


In these words, we see the sovereignty of the 
eople exercised on one of those occasions which 
have before stated in forming a Government, and 
we hear the purposes for which they formed it. It 
does not say that it was formed to regulate our 
commerce. The people had more important ob- 
jects in view. Ido not think, therefore, that so 
much stress ought to be laid on this idea, as gen- 
tlemen have been inclined to bestow on it. 

But, having been induced to go back to the pe- 
riod which gave birth to our Constitution, I shall 
be excused, if, before I return to the present sub- 
ject. I take a review of the then existing circum- 
stances of the United States. We had then a Go- 
vernment contemned abroad, and despised at home, 
incapable of commanding the respect of foreign 
nations or the obedience of our own citizens. Its 
credit was sunk abroad and at home. Debts were 
accumulating in Europe and in America. Our 
commerce was almost annihilated, our agriculture 
languished, paper tenders existed in some States, 
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the ties of confidence between man and man, and, 
consequently, the ties of morality were broken 
asunder; nay, animosities between the States be- 
gan to prevail, instead of fraternalconcord. Such 
was the situation of the United States, and to re- 
medy these evils was the Constitution made. Has 
it not produced the intended effects? That it has, 
I need only appeal to the feelings of every fellow- 
citizen who hears me. I should, therefore, un- 
necessarily take up the time of the Committee in 
enumerating the various blessings which it has 
showered on our country. I will only mention 
the stimulus which our agriculture has received. 
In traveling through the various parts of the 
United States, I find fields, a few years ago, waste 
and uncultivated, filled with inhabitants, and co- 
vered with harvests ; new habitations reared, con- 
tentment in every face, plenty on every board, 
confidence is restored, and every man is safe under 
his own vine and his own fig tree, and there is 
none to make him afraid. To produce this effect, 
was the intention of the Constitution, and not sole- 
ly to regulate our trade, and it has succeeded. But 
I feel myself wandering from the subject. 

The Committee will readily perceive that I 

have been led into my last observations, because, 

entlemen have assigned, as an important reason 
in support of the resolutions, that the Constitution 
had been principally framed with a view to this 
object. I think | have shown that too much im- 
portance has been given to this idea. 

I think my colleague also observed, that if the 
measures he had now proposed were not adopted 
at this time, after a new election, and a full repre- 
sentation of our fellow-citizens, he would despair 
of ever seeing them succeed; and I think he as- 
signed this reason, and it gave me pain when he 
uttered it, that the subjects of Britain, in conse- 
quence of the interest they had in our trade and 
in Our pecuniary institutions, would acquire a pre- 
dominant influence over our public councils. This 
idea was more fully dilated upon by a gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr Finpb.ey. | The danger 
of this influence seemed to be the principal reason 
why he wished to lessen our commercial inter- 
course with Britain. ‘The gentleman, perhaps, did 
not perceive the full extent of this observation. It 
wounds deeply, in my opinion, the Republican 
principle; and I am sure neither of them intend- 
ed to do this. It goes to deny the competency 
of the people to govern themselves. It goes to 
assert that we are better judges of the future exi- 
gencies of the society than those who will live after 
us. The people, on former occasions have been 
found possessed of virtue and knowledge equal to 
the preservation of their liberties and interests. 
What right have we to say that, hereafter, they 
will be less wise and less virtuous? Let me again 
recur toformer experience. Atthe commencement 
of our struggle with Britain, they certainly had all 
the commercial influence over us which the mo- 
nopoly of our trade could give. What did it 
amount to? It neither damped our courage, nor 
checked our unanimity ; and why suppose less vir- 
tue in our citizens now that we have become free, 
and enjoy the fruits of order and good Govern- 
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ment, than when we existed in the Colonial de- 


pendence ? 

The same gentleman from Pennsylvania, and 
another of my colleagues, [Mr. Nicuotas,] expa- 
tiated largely on the mischiefs of credit. My col- 
league, however, very justly and frankly acknow- 
ledged, that it was questionable how far Govern- 
ment had a right to interfere in the pecuniary 
concerns of individuals. But, whatever may be 
the mischiefs of credit, I do not think they will be 
prevented by sumptuary laws, or laws which may 
be calculated to operate that way ; and I doubt the 
consistency of such laws with civil liberty. There 
is only one remedy which occurs to me—it is a 
proper administration of justice between man and 
man. Establish this; compel every individual to 
pay his debts: when this is done, the society will 

ave no reason to limit his expenses, or to appre- 
hend evil from his example. But this important 
part of social police belongs peculiarly to the State 
Governments; they have the only effectual means 
of preventing the mischiefs of credit and preserv- 
ing the purity of morals. Congress have not the 
power of changing the municipal regulations or the 
judicial establishments of the respective States. 

It has not been asserted, that our treaties of com- 
merce have produced us any advantages as yet. 
Our principal and most beneficial intercourse, it 
has been proved, is with those nations with which 
we have no treaties. Our treaty with France has, 
in the course of the last year, operated to our in- 
jury in a twofold degree. The asylum given to 

rench privateers in our ports, has covered our 
coasts with them, and has therefore prevented the 
ships belonging to nations which are most accus- 
tomed to trade with us, and buying our surplus 

roduce, notwithstanding the prodigious demand 
or part of it in Europe. I believe that, in the 
State of Virginia, this, perhaps combined with 
other causes, has produced an astonishing depres- 
sion of the price of our tobaccoand grain. In Eu- 
rope, the only advantage which we had in return 
for these infuries, we have been deprived of; the 
treaty has there been violated by France, but every 
American will readily acknowledge, very properly 
violated, when he considers the necessity and im- 
perious circumstances of the case. 

Gentlemen have said, we ought to pass these 
resolutions to express our gratitude for services 
formerly rendered to us by the French nation. As 
to the virtues of generosity and gratitude, they are 
godlike attributes; they belong, I believe, more to 
heaven than to earth; they are rarely seen among 
individual men, and more rarely felt by nations ; 
and it has been acknowledged, I think, in the Na- 
tional Convention itself, that the assistance we 
received was rendered, not so much for our sakes, 
as to weaken a dangerous and powerful rival. 
But, gentlemen have said, though we may not 
have derived any peculiar commercial advantages 
as yet from our intercourse with France, that we 
have every reason to expect the greatest advan- 
tages hereafter, from the fraternal regard expressed 
by their present Government to us, and the simili- 
tude of its principles to ours. Ifthe French nation 
feels this friendly disposition towards us—and I 
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verily believe they do, because they say they do— 
our Constitution has provided the means, by vest- 
ing adequate pe in the PresipenT and Senate. 
of meeting them on the ground of a new treaty, 
and I rely with full confidence on this subject, on 
the wisdom and patriotism of the Constitutional 
authority. But, sir, I do not think the gentlemen 
spoke accurately, when they mentioned the simili- 
tude of the principles of the present French Con- 
stitution to ours. But, supposing the resemblance 
existed—which, I shall presently show, does not— 
have we any reason to conelude, from the past 
history of nations, that such a resemblance neces- 
sarily begets friendship and cordiality? History 
exhibits the fact differently. Witness the wars 
between Carthage and Rome; the jealousies and 
wars between the different Republics of Greece: 
witness our own experience, the animosities which 
began to arise between the States, previous to the 
adoption of the present Government, and the diffi- 
culty of producing that adoption. The truth is, 
nations, in their intercourse with one another, re- 
gard nothing but their interest ; hence the alliance 
so frequent between Commonwealths and Mo- 
narchies, more frequent than between Common- 
wealths themselves. 

But, as peculiar emphasis is laid on the simili- 
tude of the principles of the French Government 
to the principles of ours, I will take the liberty of 
applying the principal traits of their Government 
to our situation. Their Republic is one and indi- 
visible ; our Republic consists of sovereign States, 
having extensive and important local jurisdictions, 
and a diversity of laws and interests. Does our 
Republic, then, resemble that of France, in this 
leading feature? Consolidation these States have 
ever deemed fatal to their liberties and happiness, 
and he would be deemed a traitor to his country 
who should propose to render our Republic one 
and indivisible. So jealous are the States on this 
head, that they have generally demanded an alter- 
ation in that part of the Constitution which sub- 
jects them to suits in the Courts of the United 
States, and the Senate has already sent, for our 
consideration, an amendment to that effect. The 
French Executive is plural; their Legislative is 
single. This idea is counter to the practice of 
almost all the States, and to the division of powers 
in our Constitution. Will any gentleman say that 
such a form of Government is suited to our ideas 
and our circumstances? Isevery part of the United 
States in a situation to extend the idea of equality 
as far as it has been carriedin France? I believe 
no gentleman will say it is. The conflagrations, 
the desolations, and the bloody scenes of St. Do- 
mingo, might also then be exhibited on our peaceful 
and happy plains. 

Mr. Chairman, let not any gentleman misun- 
derstand me ; let not any oe suppose, when 
I show that there is no similarity between our 
Government and the French Constitution, that I 
mean to derogate from the wisdom of the latter. 
J oo mean to prove that their Government is 
not like ours, and would not suit us. The French 
are a brave, a generous, and enlightened nation. 
They have performed the most brilliant achieve- 
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ments on the records of man; they have broken 
the chains of despotism; they have obliterated 
hierarchical and feudal tyranny ; they have exer- 
cised that power which belongs to all nations, of 
establishing a Government suited to their own 
circumstances; they deserve to be happy under 
it, and I pray that they may be so. But, sir, as it 
has been so fashionable to bring into our view 
comparisons between different nations, I hope I 
shall be indulged when I compare the Govern- 
ments of the States in America, to the British 
Government. If & y similitude exists between 
the American Goy..nments and foreign Govern- 
ments, the resemblance most strongly relates to 
the British Government. Their Executive is sin- 
le, their Legislative is divided into two Houses. 

uch are generally the outlines of our Govern- 
ments; we have only improved on the British 
model, by rendering our public functionaries more 
responsible to the people. We have abolished 
feudal rights, we have abolished perpetuities; and 
there is no remnant of the ancient system of things 
among us, except that, in some States, lands are 
unjustly exempted from the payment of debts. To 
be sure, every part of a man’s property should 
answer his obligations; the law of reason and the 
law of morality require it; and soon, I hope, that 
this stain on American principles will be forever 
removed. 

When I state these facts—and I think they can- 
not be denied—I do not mean to justify the con- 
duct of the Cabinet of Britain. 1 feel resentment, 
as strong asany other gentlemen, for the retention 
of the Western posts. I suspect them of unfriendly 
offices, both with regard to our Indian war, and 
with regard to the depredations committed on our 
trade by the Algerine corsairs. But I am not sent 
here to indulge, at all hazards, my resentments; 
but to provide for the welfare of my country, in 
the best manner that circumstances will permit. 
I shall be ready to join gentlemen in any mea- 
sures to bring Great Britain to an explanation of 
all the injuries which we may suppose we have 
received from her. If she refuses to do us justice, 
we may then, and it will then be time enough to 
determine on the measures proper to be pursued. 
We have always ample means of redress within 
our power, without resorting to the proposed mea- 
sures. 

But, sir, dismissing our resentment against the 
Cabinet of Britain—separating the people from the 
Court, the community from the Administration— 
let us dispassionately look back on their history. 
Cesar and Tacitus, in the ages in which they 
lived, tell us that this people had a high sense and 
were ever jealous of their liberties. Coming 
down to periods more within our knowledge, we 
find them struggling with, and gradually shaking 
off, the ecclesiastic and feudal tyranny, which 
had overwhelmed the rest of Europe. Little more 
than a century ago, we see them bringing one ty- 
rant to the scaffold, and banishing another. In 
this little corner of the globe alone, in the dark 
ages of the world, when ignorance, superstition, 
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them we are indebted for our knowledge of civil 
rights and civil liberty, and the institutions most 
favorable to them. From them we derive the 
foundations of our laws; from them, both we and 
the French have derived the inestimable trial by 
jury. The forefathers of New England, (who 

ave established in that country the wisest insti- 
tutions, for the perpetuation of  Hecti liberty and 
human happiness, which the world has ever seen, ) 
driven away by the then existing tyranny of Eng- 
land, brought with them that flame which has 
animated and illuminated the gloomy forests of 
America, and spread from thence a beam of light 
to France. Every generous American will ex- 
cuse me, I am sure, when I do not permit my re- 
sentments to the Cabinet of Britain, to destroy 
altogether my respect for a people, who were the 
champions of liberty, when no other champions 
existed, and who, I hope, will never consent to be 
slaves. 

I have taken up much time of the Committee ; 
much remains to be said; I will, however, add 
but little. It would be a copious subject to inquire 
into the capacity of different countries to supply 
themselves with those articles which the United 
States are most capable of furnishing. Also, what 
new sources of supply might be opened to Great 
Britain, if we stopped our intercourse with her; 
and, in that case, what other countries will be in 
a capacity to buy what we can spare, or furnish 
us with what we may want. We do not know 
what new countries may be improved, nor how 
far the old may be inclined to turn their attention 
to agriculture. This subject involves the whole 
economy of nations; perhaps it surpasses the 
knowledge of any gentleman to develope it. I 
confess that Iam wholly incompetent to the task. 
May it not, therefore, be the wisest policy of the 
nation, which is in its infancy, in strength, in arts, 
and manufactures, to leave things in that course 
in which the existing circumstances of the world 
have placed them, and which continually adds to 
its prosperity? It is certain that, within four years 
past, our manufactures and navigation have in- 
creased prodigiously, under the existing system of 
commerce. Our coasting trade, being secured to 
our citizens, is operating rapidly to increase Ameri- 
can seamen and American tonnage. If the pre- 
sent state of union and prosperity continues, this 
will be a continually increasing and powerful nur- 
sery of shipping and of seamen. I believe that itis 
a fact, that the intercourse of the different parts of 
Great Britain with each other, is regarded in that 
country as a more important nursery of seamen 
than all their foreign commerce. This certainly 
depends very much on their coal trade; and when 
coal becomes a common fuel among us, we have 
the same means of increasing our shipping and 
seamen. 

It is certainly worthy of inquiry, whether it be 
wise to divert the attention of our citizens from 
agriculture to other pursuits? Whether agricul- 
ture be not the employment most favorable to 
virtue and morality; and, consequently, to the 


and oppression, had enveloped Asia, Africa, and | happiness and stability of society? And whether 
Europe, the flame of liberty was kept alive. To| agriculture, in the present state of the world, be 
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not the most profitable as well as the most happy 
pursuit for American citizens? It is worthy of 
inquiry, whether the protection of Great Britain 
from invasion and subjugation, depending on her 
maritime force, it can be expected that she will 
relax her Navigation Act, which alone supports and 
cherishes the means of her safety, and whether it 
ought to be expected? It is worthy of inquiry, in 
case she should counteract the proposed regula- 
tions, whether war may not be the consequence, 
our revenue be destroyed, and with these our public 
credit and our agriculture; nay, our Government 
itself? On these subjects, though important and 
copious in the extreme, I will not enlarge. 

At least, before we enter into measures which 
may endanger our peace and our revenue, we 
ought to provide the means of defence, and to in- 
sure to every person, by the provision of ample 
funds, the property which the laws have guaran- 
teed to him. Until entlemen shall propose some 
effectual measure off this sort, it will be highly 
improper to hazard the safety and credit of our 
Government on the contingencies of experiments. 
One truth I know: that, in the p: sent course of 
things, we may enjoy a greater shine of prosperity 
than ever fell to the lot of any other people. 
know, also, that strong as nature has made us on 
the difensive-inaabling and painful as the idea 
may be to some—compared with the nations of 
Europe, we are but an atom, in point of strength, 
in European politics. I see, too, Europe convulsed 
to its foundations, and furnishing no certain clue 
to guide ourconduct. I see America, at the same 
time, rapidly increasing in wealth and strength. 
Under such circumstances and such impressions, 
it is my duty to oppose the resolutions under con- 
sideration. Permit me to add a word concerning 
myself: I am a farmer; I derive only a compe- 
tence from the tillage of the earth; I can, there- 
fore, have no interest distinct from that of the 
society. 

Mr. Smite rose to take some notice of a few 
observations which had fallen from the gentleman 
last up, [Mr. Lee.] That gentleman (he said) 
had laid down a set of principles on which he 
founded his argument. He had said that ever 
society had a right to form the Government whic 
they conceived best suited to their circumstances. 
Granted ; and, also, that every Government that 
exists is the best for the people governed by it; 
this he could not agree to. 

[Here Mr. Lee interrupted Mr. Smtr to ex- 
plain. He stated that his assertion was, that, as 
we claim a right to choose our own Government, 
we ought not to deny to other nations the same 
right, and ought to presume that every nation has 
that best suited to its particular situation, of which 
each is the best judge. ] 

Mr. Smivie continued, by inquiring how it is 
possible for nations groaning under all the fetters 
of despotism, awed by standing armies, and wasted 
by taxation, to choose the Government which 
they might believe best suited them. The gen- 
tleman did not fear the influence of a nation hold- 
ing considerable interest in our funds; the gene- 
rally approved maxim, that the borrower is a ser- 
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vant to the lender, however, is a strong ground 
for that fear. He was surprised, he owned, that 
the gentleman should attempt a comparison be- 
tween our Government and that of Great Britain, 
and assert that there is a strong resemblance. 

Great Britain has no Constitution but the will 
of the Legislature; in this respect a radical dif- 
ference exists. He confessed he was surprised to 
hear the eulogium on the British nation that had 
just fallen from that gentleman. Cesar and Ta- 
citus had been quoted, to prove that they were 
lovers of liberty. The Germans, at the time al- 
luded to, also had some notions of liberty; and 
now, he believed, they could not be called patterns 
for freemen. The execution of Charles I. was 
also mentioned, to show their passion for liberty ; 
but has not the 30th of January obtained a place 
in their calendar? There was a time when 
England could boast a band of patriots, but they 
were crushed by tyranny; our forefathers fled 
from that tyranny, from that country, now ex- 
tolled as the fairest seat of that heavenly goddess, 
Liberty. There was a time, he repeated, when 
that country could boast a spark of the flame; but 
then they selfishly wished to keep it to themselves. 
Were wes lovers of liberty when they insisted 
upon legislating for this Continent? Have they 
shown themselves lovers of liberty and justice by 
breaking our treaty, by withholding our posts, 
seizing our ships, attempting to starve France, by 
infringing the Law of Nations, in preventing our 
vessels from carrying thither provisions, exciting 
the Indians to murder us, letting loose the Alge- 
rines upon us? These are their deeds, and this is 
the nation we are called upon to love. 

Mr. Lee rose to set the gentleman right. He 
did not say that our Governments are like that of 
Great Britain, but only that they are more like it. 
in form, than like that of France. He said ex- 
pressly, that we had improved on the British 
model, by abolishing feudal tenures and perpetui- 
ties, and by rendering the public functionaries 
more responsible to the people. He did not hold 
Great Britain up as a pattern; yet who can say 
that they were not the freest nation in Europe 
before the French revolution? He advocated the 
principle of letting every nation judge for itself, 
and not attempt Quixotically to liberate the world. 
If a nation has not energy to become free, they 
deserve to be slaves. hen ripe for freedom. 
they will soon burst theirchains asunder. France, 
from the depths of despotism, had sprung into 
freedom, without extraneous assistance, and so 
will the Turks when ripe for its enjoyment. 

Mr. Moore next arose, and expressed himself as 
follows : 

If an apology is necessary from any member 
of this House, it is from me. I am sure none 
have less knowledge of commerce. My princi- 
pal object in rising is to answer some of the argu- 
ments used by my colleague. He has set out with 
stating that every nation hasaright to make such 
regulations as will promote their own interest. It 
is true, but does it follow that we are to adopt 
such only as will suit us, were we wholly uncon- 
nected with Great Britain? If their regulations 
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operate against us, shall we not counteract them ? 
And shall we continue to suffer the injury, under 
the idea that, as a nation, they have the right to 
pursue their interest? He has stated an observa- 
tion made by a gentleman from Virginia, that the 
credit obtained in Great Britain might influence 
our councils. This, he says, is supposing they 
will have less integrity than ourselves. Sir, our 
importing merchant obtaining a credit, his selling 
on credit to the merchants in the country, they re- 
tailing to the citizens on credit, may form such a 
connexion of dependency as may be injurious. 
Whatever may be the natural integrity of men, 
they are imperceptibly led to favor their own in- 
terest. Under such circumstances, I should not 
willingly trust myself; I am not disposed to trust 
others. But the argument was only intended to 
show that the credit our merchants obtained in 
Britain was not to our advantage. He hasdrawn 
comparisons between the French and British and 
our Constitutions. It is enough for us, that the 
French Constitution has liberty for its basis. 
From such a source we have a right to expect 
justice and reciprocity in our commerce. They 

ave already manifested a disposition to enter 
into regulations founded on those principles. The 
reasoning on this question I do not well under- 
stand. They no doubt have their foree. Iam 
obliged, in making up my mind, to take more fa- 
miliar reasonings for my guide, not understanding 
the comprehensive view gentlemen have taken 
of the subject. Ido not think that the compari- 
son drawn between our and the French Constitu- 
tion, or the comparison drawn between the re- 
strictions and advantages between France and 
Great Britain, will warrant any conclusion for or 
against the proposition. If we have made a com- 
mercial treaty with France that is unfavorable 
and operates to our disadvantage, it is no reason. 
It lays us under no obligation to submit to regu- 
lations adopted by any other nation which are in- 
jurious. Having made a Commercial Treaty with 
France, we are bound to observe it. 

If the reasoning founded on Britain’s granting 
us equal privileges and advantages with France 
should prevent us asking more of Britain, it would 
prove too much. It would prove that we should 
neverdemand an advantageous or favorable Treaty 
of Commerce, having once made an unfavorable 
one ; that making an unfortunate Treaty givesa 
claim to all other nations. 

I have formed my opinion on this present ques- 
tion, not by comparing the advantages and dis- 
advantages of our trade, as they are regulated by 
different nations, but by inquiring what is the state 
of our commerce with particular nations; and 
whether, from our commercial relation, we have 
not a right to expect more favorable regulations ? 
Whether we have not a right to expect the remo- 
val of restrictions to which we are subject, and to 
obtain advantages we do not now receive? We 
have been informed that Britain is dependent on 
us for many of the necessaries of life. They are 
dependent on us for those raw materials by which 
numbers of their citizens receive employment, and 
which cannot be obtained from any other quar- 
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ter. If this isa true state of the case, and it has 
not been controverted, and the truth of it, I think, 
is evident, from a view of exports to that country, 
have we not a right to expect, a right to claim, a 
removal of those unfavorable restrictions? — If this 
is a true state of our commerce, would not Britain, 
were all the regulations on the footing of recipro- 
city, have the advantage? Their trade with us 
is of necessity ; theirs to us may be, and can be, dis- 
pensed with. Numbers of them depend on us for 
their very subsistence. Independent of their ma- 
nufactures, we can go on and, I believe, prosper. 
I do not believe that agriculture or manufactures 
would sustain even a check. It would, no doubt, 
be some degree of inconvenience to the mer- 
cantile interest; and I cannot help observing, 
that gentlemen have been loud on the disadvan- 
tages of the merchants from the adoption of the 
principle now under discussion. I must regard 
the merchant only as an intermediate negotia- 
tor between the planter and manufacturer and 
the foreign merchant. I do not conceive the 
loss is sustained by the merchant. It is sustained 
by every citizen in proportion to his consumption. 
if the interest of agriculture is promoted, the mer- 
cantile interest must participate. I consider the 
agricultural interest as the source, and cannot 
agree that the mereantile should either be the first 
or only object of our attention. And suppose a 
temporary inconvenience to arise from the adop- 
tion of the resolutions, | think they ought to be 
adopted when intended, and I think it is evident 
to any person who will contemplate the degree in 
which Great Britain is dependent on the United 
States for her exports, that they will be produc- 
tive of lasting advantages. Is there a probability 
of our being relieved otherwise than by our own 
exertions? Or can gentlemen fix the boundary 
beyond which they will not go, in their restrictions, 
should we continue to acquiesce? I confess | ex- 

ect nothing short of the entire profits of all our 
labor will satisfy them. If we are to judge of the 
future by the past, and I do not think we havea 
right to suppose a change in her motives or prin- 
ciples, we are to expect regulations which will 
throw into the pockets of her citizens all the pro- 
fits of the labor of the United States. 

Gentlemen confess her Navigation Act operates 
against us. But it is said she treats us as she does 
all other nations, which, to me, I confess, is no 
reason we should suffer injustice. Yet not con- 
tented with the restrictions on our trade, we have 
it in proof she had a principal and unsolicited 
agency in the late truce, whereby our vessels are 
subjected to depredations and to being captured. 
I will not say what was their principal motive, 
but it is another means of throwing into their 
hands an additional portion of our carrying trade. 
They condemnas prize goods carrying to the ports 
of France. Our vessels are seized, searched, and 
detained unnecessarily. This conduct has con- 
strained the French, in their own defence, to adopt 
similar regulations. All of which is confessedly 
against the Law of Nations. Their forcing or en- 
ticing our seamen on board their vessels, is cal- 
culated to increase their shipping by excluding 
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ours. And this done, whilst we were leaving 
trade to regulate itself, whilst we were tamely 
submitting to their restrictions. 

Under these circumstances, we have no reason 
to hope for a favorable change. I think the most 
distant hope cannot be entertained. No alterna- 
tive remains but an entire acquiescence, or avail- 
ing ourselves of the peculiarly favorable circum- 
stances of our commercial relations, to enforce jus- 
tice. This may be deemed unjust or unequal 
amongst nations; I am sure it would not amongst 
individuals. He who, in merchandising, is ex- 
changing a necessary of life to the person who 
needs, and could not be supplied from any other 
quarter, for property of inferior demand, would 
not submit to have the terms of exchange dictated 
tohim. He would avail himself of circumstances 
to enforce justice or refuse the exchange. Why 
we should not, as a nation, assume a similar con- 
duct, I know not. 

Countter regulations are apprehended. I wish the 
gentleman had pointed out what regulations they 
can adopt which will not operate more against them 
than us. I believe it cannot be done. War isalso 
apprehended. It has not before been suggested. 
I believe it is not seriously apprehended. As an 
independent nation, can our doing what Great 
Britain has done before us—can our doing what 
we have a right to do as an independent nation, 
give offence? If this should be made the cause 
of war, we may rest assured it was pre-determin- 
ed, and that nothing we could do would prevent 
it. I believe the only way to cause a war is by 
tame submission, and to prevent it, is to use our 
rights, uninfluenced by a fear either of counter- 
ee or war. 

t was then moved to adjourn the Committee. 
Mr. W. Smiru wished to speak to the resolutions. 
But Mr. Crark observed, that the time of the 
Committee was pretty far spent, and he believed 
the gentleman would go into the subject at con- 
siderable length. He would therefore submit 
whether it was not better to defer the observa- 
tions, and let the Committee rise. The Commit- 
tee then rose, the Chairman reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. Bearry, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill for completing and better sup- 
porting the Military Establishment of the United 
States, reported several amendments thereto; 
which were severally twice read, and agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time. 


FRENCH VESSELS. 


_ It was then moved that the House should take 
into consideration the report on the case of certain 
French vessels which have come into the harbors of 
the United States from St. Domingo, and had re- 
quested an exemption from the common tonnage 
duties. 

Mr. S. Somiru said that we had no right to take 
such duties. They amounted to fifteen thousand 


dollars; but, if it was an hundred thousand, he 
would give it all back again. 
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Mr. Firzsimons was of opinion that we had as 
good a right to the tonnage of these vessels as of 
any others. He would grant the desire of the pe- 
titioners, not as a matter of justice, but of expe- 
diency and humanity. Many of these vessels had 
brought with them valuable cargoes, which were 
sold in this country. Several of the ships them- 
selves had since been rotting in our ports, to 
the great loss of theowners. They could not take 
away any of the produce of this country. 

The House now adjourned. 





Tuurspay, January 23. 


An engrossed bill for completing and better sup- 
porting the Military Establishment of the United 
States, was read the third time, and passed. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House resolved itself again into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, on the Resolutions 
proposed by Mr. Mapison. 

r. Dexter opened the debate. He said, that 
it was somewhat singular to observe, that the 
members from the Eastern States were generally 
opposed to the resolutions, though it was com- 
monly understood that these States would reap 
some a from the adoption of them: and, 
on the other hand, that the members from the 
Southern States were, for the most part, in favor 
of the resolutions, though it was expected that 
their constituents were to suffer by them. There 
could not be a more striking evidence, that the 
opposition of the Eastern members originated in 
the purest and most honorable motives, than their 
thus rejecting the prospect of benefit. It was 
needless, he thought, to introduce other nations 
into this discussion besides Britain and America. 
since the question in fact regarded them only. 
Retaliation for the injuries committed by Britain 
had been recommended. But, if she did not treat 
us worse than she treated other nations, why should 
we retaliate on her, when there was no particular 
discrimination against America? If, by embra- 
cing these resolutions, there was a prospect of im- 
pons the manufactures and navigation of the 

nited States, he should be happy to support 
them. But if, upon discussion, it were to appear 
that they would answer no such end, it certainly 
could not be regarded as a mark of the want of 
patriotism to oppose them. He could not see what 
advantage America was to reap by restricting the 
navigation and manufactures of one foreign na- 
tion, merely to favor those of another. If we buy 
British manufactures because they are cheapest. 
to make resolutions which would ios us to buy 
manufactures that are dearer, is in reality a tax. 
The resolutions tended that way. He could not 
discover, upon inquiry, those unjust regulations 
which Britain was said to have established against 
the commerce and shipping of America. If other 
nations have not seen it proper to retaliate, why 
should we? If attempts of this nature have been 
made without success in Europe, can we hope to 
succeed? Where is the commercial distinction 
made against America by Britain, in favor of the 
other commercial nations of the earth? There is 
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none. Before we try to punish another country | at us as we are at them, in regard to commercial 
for laying restrictions upon our trade, we ought | restrictions. When the bond of interest is once 
to look into our own conduct, and see whether | broken, it is easy to get into a war. As to piracies 
such a country might not, with equal reason, blame | committed on our ships, Mr. D. said, that he felt 
us? Justice, like charity, should begin at home. | for the prostrate honor of his country, but this is 
There was a resemblance between the natural | not the proper season to retaliate. It had been 
and political body. As the former frequently suf-| said, that the proposed resolutions would force 
fered from bold experiments to cure it of a dis-| Britain to enter into a Commercial Treaty with 
temper, so the latter had been often injured by | us. He had great doubts about the benefits de- 
precipitate endeavors to remove its evils. He! rived from such transactions. Though he must 
doubted whether the present situation of America | oppose the resolutions, he had no predilection for 
required an energetic or violent interference of | Britain; and he felt most sensibly her injuries to 
the Legislature to secure its welfare. We cannot | America. 

forestal the growth of nature, or, by forcing our} Mr. Crark conceived himself alluded to, as 
political aoe to take too much food, bring on | having said that we might force Britain into a 
manhood before its proper time. The period of |Commercial Treaty. No, sir, (said Mr. C.,) be- 
maturity will arrive; but let us in the mean time | fore we make a new treaty, let them execute the 
be contented. We are as happy as perhaps we | last that they made with us, by giving up the 
ever shall be. If the balance of trade be against | Western posts. 

us, it does not follow that we are losers by it.| Mr. Dexrer replied, that he never had meant 
The bagance against us is a Foreign Loan, ex-|to refer to the member as having said so. He 
pended for the improvement of agriculture, and | made a general answer to such observations as he 
by which we are gaining, perhaps, ‘an hundred | had heard from any part of the House. He had 
per cent. It is said, that Britain lays taxes upon | only referred to Mr. Cuark in regard to the 
American trade and shipping. But this is only | stamp-act. 

for the purpose of raising a revenue, and not for| Mr. Mapison next rose in reply to some re- 
the professed design to injure the United States. | marks made by Mr. Dexrer. He said, that he 
As to the carrying-trade, we shall never grow | wondered how gentlemen could suppose that to 
rich by that; but it deserves to be cultivated, for | be war on the table. Did they suppose Britain so 
the sake of improving our maritime strength. It | unwise or so unjust as to declare a war? Every 
was worth while for poor nations to court it, but | consideration of interest must prevent it. He 
it could never be an object with a country like | hoped that we did not now deliberate as a Colo- 
America. We are able to do much better; and | ny, but as an independent people, whose measures 
we have no business to stretch out in that way.| were not to be dictated by any other Powers. 
No man could read the resolutions, and say, that | What could Britain gain by a contest? Would 
they are intended for that purpose. They are | war employ her starving manufacturers? Would 
plainly leveled against Britain. It had been stated, | war furnish provisions to her West India Islands, 
that the total manufactures of Britain extended | which in that case must also starve? Would war 
to fifty-one or fifty-two millions sterling. Of this, | give employment to the vessels that had formerly 
America took off two millions. Four per cent. | imported luxuries to America? Were Britain to 
was but a trifle, in the manufactures of Britain, | declare war, he could give no name equal to her 
and could not be supposed to influence her con- | folly. She would plunge herself ten times deeper 
duct. A member [Mr. Ciarx] had said the other | in the difficulties that she wanted to avoid. Every 
day, that in consequence of the alarm spread by | counter-regulation would be a stroke against her- 
our non-importation agreement, the stamp-act had | self. 
formerly been repealed by Britain. The gentle-| Mr. Ames spoke a few words on the impro- 
man certainly knew, that there were much more | priety of making an accusation against Britain, 
weighty causes for rescinding that act. It was | without advancing specific facts and specific evi- 
vain to think that we should be able to prevent | dence to support them. 

the importation of British manufactures into this Mr. GiLes commenced his remarks by observing 
country. They would be sent to us through/ that, if an apology had been deemed necessary 
France. It was not easy to starve the British | from the nature of the subject, and the vote he 
nation. It had been said, that they depended | proposed to give upon it, it was rendered more so 
upon America for the raw materials of some of | from the eloquence displayed by the gentleman 
their manufactures. But in case we quarrelled | who had just preceded him, [Mr. Dexter, of Mas- 
with them, it was possible that they would be | sachusetts.] The gentleman has done ample jus- 
able to find means for raising raw materials at | tice to one side of the subject, and he was sensible 
home, and this might be productive of many bad | the opposite side, in his hands, would suffer by the 
consequences to America. Retaliation was great-| comparison. He proposed under his present im- 
ly to be apprehended. It had yesterday been asked, | pressions to vote for the general proposition, and 
with great confidence, by a gentleman, in what | such of the resolutions in detail as would carry the 
way Britain could hurt America? It might be | general principle into full effect. 
done in many ways: she might do it by tonnage | These measures contemplate considerable inno- 
duty, and by discriminating duties. That Britain | vations in the existing state of the commerce of 
had it in her power to retaliate, nobody could | the United States. He had anticipated the gen- 
doubt. The people of that country are as angry | tleman last up, in the reflection that extensive In- 
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novations into existing systems ought to be adopt- 
ed with caution. Calculations upon which they 
are founded, should be adjusted to the magnitude 
of the expected object, and the probable efficacy 
of the means proposed to be used for its attain- 
ment. 

Hence he readily admitted, that strong reasons 
in favor of the proposed measures ought to be ex- 

ected before their adoption; and any possible 

azard of their results ought to be amply compen- 
sated, for the importance of the end to be attained. 

He observed, there was another circumstance 
which justified an apology. The mercantile in- 
terest of the United States will be the most im- 
mediately affected in their occupations by the pro- 
posed measures, and the gentlemen of this House, 
from this scene of business, seem most to doubt 
their expediency. 

We have been told, with emphasis, of the in- 
telligence and patriotism of the merchants of 
America, and it is admitted that the truth has not 
been exceeded. The merchants deserve great 
credit for their conduct since the existence of the 
present Government; and their opinions upon this 
subject ought to produce additional caution. 

It should be remarked, however, that merchants, 
like all other descriptions of men. are influenced 
in some degree by existing connexions, formed 
habits, and consequent prejudices; they recoil from 
any possible interruption in the usual course of 
their business. 

They magnify every hazard arising from a 
change in the direction of their employment, into 
certain and positive loss. Although, therefore, 
their opinions ought to have weight and produce 
caution, yet they ought not tocommand a decision 
from others, unattended with conviction. For if 
those of the Committee, not of this description, be 
compelled to decide upon the present question 
from extraneous mercantile indications, without 
requiring convictions from their reasonings, there 
are indications of the mercantile scene on the 
other side the Atlantic, operating in commenda- 
tion of the propositions with as much force as 
those on this side the Atlantic, in opposition to 
them. It is remarkable that this whole descrip- 
tion of men are actively —— to the passage of 
the proposed measures. Their sensations upon 
this subject have been evidenced by their anxious 
attendance upon the progress of the matter. If 
the propositions should eventuate in a national 
commercial conflict, the inference in general might 
be made, that what it is their interest to prevent 
it is our interest to enact. The British Court are 
equally sensitive upon this subject. They have 
at several periods manifested their alarms. It may 
be concluded that these sensations have arisen 
from the opinion that the effects of the proposi- 
tions will be such as are calculated upon by the 
favorers of them. He was unwilling, however, to 
hazard a vote upon any extraneous circumstances, 

and should look into the merits of the question. 

He felt that some apology was due to the State 
and district whose immediate representative he 
was. Virginia is an exporting State, without 
vessels, and without a mercantile capital, equal to 
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the employment afforded to capital. The town of 
Petersburg exports much in value and much jp 
bulk; the surrounding country grows these arti- 
cles; vessels and capital are wanting for the ex- 
portation of this produce. Hence the proposed 
measures will be particularly felt for some time 
by this part of the United States. 

He relied, however, with confidence on the 
virtue and patriotism of the people, and should act 
from a belief that they would even rejoice in a 
soapy inconvenience with a view to perma- 
nent good; and that their joy would not be di- 
minished by the recollection that the temporary j|] 
which they may sustain would produce a tempo- 
rary advantage to their Eastern brethren, without 
excluding them from a full participation in the 
permanent good to be expected. 

He remarked, that he felt the more diffidence 
upon this subject, since he frankly acknowledged 
that he did not possess an accurate knowledge of 
the details of commerce, and did not prepose to 
make any material addition to the ah of mer- 
cantile information now before the Committee. 
He proposed to use the facts furnished by other 
gentlemen, and acknowledged an obligation for 
the information they contain. He proposed to 
consider the subject, in the various shapes it had 
assumed since the commencement of the discus- 
sion, and to state the results which had been 
formed in his own mind. In making the attempt, 
general principles will be resorted to, and minute 
arithmetical calculations as much as_ possible 
avoided. 

The gentleman who first favored the Committee 
with his remarks, [Mr. Smira, of South Carolina, } 
admonished them of the propriety of separating 
political from commercial considerations in the 
course of discussion. If this rule had been rigidly 
enforced, he remarked that perhaps three-fourths 
of the impressions made upon his mind favorable 
to the propositions, would have been lopped off 
without consideration. He could not conceive 
for what cause the political should be separated 
from the commercial part of the subject. The 
propositions may eventuate in a change in the 
direction of the business of one whole occupation 
in society ; a change of the disposition of the na- 
tion, in so important a point, must have a very 
interesting political aspect, as it relates to the Go- 
vernment internally. The present subject ex- 
hibits an important political feature, as it relates 
to the external connexions of the Government 
with foreign nations. If, therefore, it should be 
observed as a rule to pass upon this subject, by 
excluding from view all the political considera- 
tions connected with it, the rule would include an 
essential omission of duty. The gentleman him- 
self, however, in the next sentence, furnished an 
example of the violation of the precept he had just 
prescribed, by calling the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the political situation of the United 
States, at this delicate crisis, and urging this cir- 
cumstance as one reason against the adoption of 
the propositions. The gentleman then proceeded 
to present the subject in two points of view. The 
one, the relative conduct of France and Great 
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Britain towards the United States; the other, the 
conduct of Great Britain towards the United 
States, comparatively with other foreign nations. 
To present the subject in the first point of view, 
the gentleman furnished an anonymous table, cal- 
culated to a date anterior to the commencement 
of the late revolution in France. As the only his- 
tory of this table, with which the Committee have 
been favored, was that it was the compilation of 
a gentleman of considerable mercantile informa- 
tion, it is presumed the gentleman will not be sur- 
prised if it should be deemed to be of doubtful au- 
thority; the rather as it was the ground of a 
severe and unmerited crimination of the gentle- 
man whose report is now under consideration, 
and who it is believed would not suffer in a com- 
parison, in point of intelligence, accuracy, or pa- 
triotism, either with the laborious compiler of the 
table, or with the gentleman who has been judi- 
ciously selected for its interpreter. 

He remarked, that the table bore upon the face 
of it evident marks of partiality, and instead of 
having them effaced, they were aggravated by the 
commentator. 

One irresistible evidence of the partiality of the 
table, consists in asserting that American flour is 
free to the British West Indies, and excluding 
from view the absolute monopoly of the carriage, 
and the monopoly of contracts for returns. 

It is presumed that the gentleman, at least, can- 
not except to this criticism on the table, because 
one of his chief censures against the gentleman 
whose report is before the Committee, which was 
even carried so far as to infer improper motives, 
arose trom a suggested omission in the report, 
which will be found upon examination to be wholly 
immaterial. An evident partiality is observable 
in the interpreter of the table, in-an earnest at- 
tempt to establish this principle: that prohibitory 
duties on flour in Great Britain afforded an equal 
encouragement of the article by commercial regu- 
lations, with a free importation into France, or at 
least with a duty admitted by the gentleman to be 
too trifling to be counted. The commercial ar- 
rangements of France in this particular, leave this 
article upon the true ground of competition in the 
growth of the article; this ground of competition 
is destroyed in Great Britain by commercial re- 
strictions. In the one case, competition in the 
market is all that could be reasonably expected, 
and that is granted ; in the other case, competition 
would be alike desirable, and there it is provision- 
arily excluded. 

Another evidence of the partiality of the inter- 
preter of the table consists in the zealous attempt 
to establish it as a principle, that 1s. 3d. sterling 
duty upon tobacco per lb. is no discouragement to 
the growth of that article ; this idea was grounded 
upon the suggestion, that the consumption is not 
thereby lessened, no substitute being afforded for 
it in Great Britain. Tobacco does not average to 
the exporter two pence sterling per pound. The 
duty is at least seven times as great as the prime 
cost of the article. The great consumption of this 
article is by the poorer order of the people. The 
state of society is such in Britain at present, that 


hard labor during a whole year will hardly afford 
a scanty subsistence to the laborer; hence neces- 
sity compels this description of persons to econo- 
mize in the use of the article, or to avoid the use 
of it altogether ; of course, the consumption is ma- 
terially lessened, and the growth of the article is 
discouraged from the operation of theduty. The 
gentleman founded his fierce attack against the 
gentleman whose report is now under considera- 
tion, for omitting to insert in his report that there 
was a higher duty imposed by Great Britain upon 
all other foreign tobacco than that of the United 
States, and hence inferred a friendly disposition 
from Great Britain to the United States. The 
insertion of the fact would have added to the bulk 
of the report, but could convey no additional use- 
ful information. 

It is known that the high duties imposed upon 
all foreign tobaccoes, took its rise during the Colo- 
nial existence of these States; it is known that it 
has not been altered since their independence ; it 
is known that the tobaccoes of the United States 
are furnished at so much cheaper rates than those 
of any other country, that there would be no dan- 
ger of competition if the duties in Britain were the 
same on each. It is likewise known that the 
United States furnished a sufficient, a redundant 
supply for the consumption of all Europe; hence 
Great Britain has not thought proper since 
the Revolution to destroy this relic of Colonial 
regulations, not because she wished to favor us, 
but because she would not thereby have benefited 
herself; hence, too, the omission of this informa- 
tion could not be material, and the insertion of it 
would only have served to contradict the infer- 
ence endeavored to be established, of the favorable 
disposition of Great Britain towards the United 
States. 

There is one manifest impropriety in confining 
our inquiries to the date prescribed by the gentle- 
man for this table; it would involve the absurd 
consequence of adjusting our laws to a retrospec- 
tive, instead of a progressive state of things. It 
would be as ridiculous as an attempt by law to 
prescribe rules for the proper deportment of the 
ghosts of our forefathers. It is to be hoped that 
the date could not have been fixed upon from a 
wish that the United States should indirectly fur- 
nish a countenance for the restoration of des- 
potism ; and it was matter of regret that the gen- 
tleman should openly avow a distrust of the 
permanency of the French Revolution as one 
motive for the conduct. 

Mr. G. remarked, that he hoped the perma- 
nency of the Revolution of France was as much 
greater than the permanency of the ancient des- 
potism of France, as the great fabric of nature, 
to the petty plastic productions of art. 

Here Mr. Smiru rose to explain: He said he 
had pursued a principle adopted by Mr. JEFFERSON 
in his Report. He read a passage from the Report, 
from which it appeared that the Report had been 
calculated to the Summer of 1792. _ 

Mr. Gives replied, that the principle was just 
reversed; the one had reference to a state of 
things posterior to the Revolution; the other, an- 
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terior to the commencement of it, during the ex- 
istence of the ancient despotism. 

If the table were to have any influence, it must 
arise from stating the real relative dispositions of 
France and Great Britain towards the United 
States; but, if the epoch to which it relates is to 
govern, it will exclude some of the strongest tes- 
timonies of the inimical temper of Great Britain, 
and of the friendly temper of France. 

Are these considerations to have less weight, or 
to be wholly excluded from the view, because 
they are more recent? Is it because we are now 
laboring under these aggressions, and from some 
late despatches, likely to continue, so that a remedy 
is to be withheld? He thought not; and there- 
fore should proceed to state some of the evidences 
of the dispositions of the two nations, displayed 
since the epoch alluded to. 

Great Britain has subjected our vessels, upon 
the high sea, to seizure and search, and exempted 
those of Sweden and Denmark. He wished to 

ress this fact upon the gentleman who preceded 

im, because he had denied that Great Britain 
had made any discriminations amongst foreign 
nations injurious to the United States. 

Great Britain has invaded our vessels on the 
high seas, and refused them the protection of 
French property. This is an acknowledged vio- 
lation of the laws of nations; at least of the last 
Convention of Nations upon the subject. 

Great Britain has prevented our vessels from 
conveying to our friend and ally goods not contra- 
band, and compelled them to make sales to herself 
or some of her allies. 

Great Britain has compelled our vessels to de- 
viate their courses, and, to their great hazard and 
loss, detained them for trial upon frivolous pre- 
tences. 

Our vessels have been subjected, in her Courts, 
to the danger of subornation; to precarious and 
uncertain testimony. 

Great Britain has been the instrument of letting 
loose the pirates of the Barbary States upon our 
commerce. This fact, however doubted upon the 
first report, is placed beyond doubt by the late con- 
duct of Portugal towards our vessels in her ports. 

Are these facts denied? If not, do they not 
operate directly and specifically upon our com- 
merce? Is it not astonishing, after all these facts 
are known, and often repeated, that gentlemen 
should be heard to inquire, what injuries have we 
received from Great Britain, and to infer that the 
United States are equally favored with other na- 
tions? In addition to these things, Great Britain 
has observed the most rigid silence upon the sub- 
ject of friendly commercial arrangements. The 
gentleman who preceded him, doubted her indis- 
position for a treaty; silence is a refusal to act; a 
refusal to act isa denial. The late despatches do 
not furnish the most distant hope of a change of 
disposition in this respect. 

France, on the other hand, has offered a renewal 
of the existing commercial treaty upon the most 
liberal policy. 

It has been asked, in the tone of sarcastic tri- 
umph, and from so many quarters of the Commit- 


Commerce of the United States. 


[ January, 1794. 


advantages have the United States received from 
the French treaty? The question is answered by 
recurrence to the date of its existence, it is dated 
in February, 1778! It acknowledged our right to 
trade asa nation! It was the first act of our na- 
tional sovereignty, acknowledged by a great and 
powerful nation. 

Americans at that day deemed it no inconsider- 
able boon, and this is the first time Americans have 
ever questioned it. If a prophet, in 1778, had 
foretold that, in 1794, this question should have 
been triumphantly put in an American Congress, 
would he not have been deemed a visionary, and 
would not the prophecy have been deemed an im- 
putation upon the American character? Yet, so 
strange a prophecy would have been realized! 
But, fet it be supposed that the treaty be a disad- 
vantageous one to the United States; how would 
the admission affect the present question? France 
seems to have admitted that the treaty does not 
embrace all the advantages arising from the mu- 
tual intercourse of the two nations, and has pro- 
posed to liberalize the terms. The disadvantages 
of the treaty have been suggested. 

It should be recollected that the circumstance 
of inconvenience alluded to, depended upon a con- 
tingency—it first happened to France. It might, 
however, first have happened to the United States ; 
and if the United States had been engaged in a 
war, and France neutral, the inconvenience com- 
plained of would have been reversed. 

The incompatibility of the mercantile interest 
with the success of the French cause, in the pre- 
sent state of commerce, is a circumstance to be 
regretted, since it has, perhaps, produced more dis- 
affection in the American mind than any other 
cause. In this part of the subject, a tart old adage 
has been quoted and repeated as a proper rule of 
conduct: “No friendship in trade.” It is presumed 
that this maxim can never be extended to mean, 
that it is better to trade with an enemy than a 
friend. It would be deemed an act of folly in an 
individual to prefer an enemy for a customer, to 
a friend; particularly if he knew that the enemy 
would cut his throat, or rob him of his purse the 
first opportunity which might occur, and thus de- 
prive him totally of the means of trade—the re- 
mark applies more strongly to nations; because 
they are not subject to municipal restraints ; their 
power and their will are only to be consulted. The 
friendship of a nation, particularly a great nation, 
is intrinsically a matter of value. It becomes an 
important item of calculation when it is founded 
upon interest. This is the case between the United 
States and France at this moment. It is the in- 
terest of France, that the United States should 
continue a Republican form of Government. It 
is the interest, it is, perhaps, the salvation of the 
United States, that France should establish and 
preserve a Republican form of Government. He 
was, therefore, of opinion, that the favorable dis- 
position of France, towards the United States, 
grounded upon interest, is a thing of material va- 
Tue, and ought to be taken into calculation, even 
under the rigid maxim prescribed. 
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A gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Ler, ] to avoid 
the force of these considerations, had remarked 
that there was a greater similarity in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, to that of Great Bri- 
tain. than to that of France. He remarked, that 
the French Republic was one and indivisible ; that 
the Government of the United States was a con- 
federated Republic. This constitutes no essential 
difference in the fundamental principle of the two 
Governments ; the foundation of both is, the con- 
sent of the people ; the pursuit of both, an equali- 
ty of rights. The British Government, he re- 
marked, was composed of three branches, as was 
that of the United States. It should be remarked, 
that they differed essentially in the component 
materials; coercion and not the consent of the peo- 

le, is the foundation of the British Government. 
ts pursuit, a monopoly, and not an equality of 
rights. He would dismiss this part of the subject, 
by concluding that, so far as the relative disposi- 
tions of France and Britain may affect the subject, 
every fair consideration deducible therefrom, ope- 
rates, conclusively, in favor of the propositions. 

The second point in view, in which this subject 
has been presented to the Committee, is, the con- 
duct of Great Britain, towards the United States, 
comparatively with foreign nations. He did not 
think this at all interesting to the United States; 
and was surprised, that the gentleman who just 
preceded him, should have renewed and relied so 
much upon it. It cannot be material to us, that 
Great Britain should impose the same terms, upon 
all other nations, which she imposes upon the 
United States; provided they be alike injurious 
and dishonorable to all. It is a poor consolation, 
that, whilst the United States are in a state of 
commercial bondage, <!i other nations, except one, 
should be equally so. In the commercial world, 
Great Britain has assumed the position of the do- 
minant nation; but she is indebted to the acqui- 
escence of other nations, more than to her own 
energy, for the enjoyment of it. 

The United States ought not to wait for an ex- 
ample from other nations. They ought to con- 
vince the world of nations, that they understand 
their own rights, asa nation; and possess spirit 
and ability to assert and enforce them. 

He would, therefore, dismiss this part of the 
subject, without further comment, and proceed to 
consider it in a more interesting feature; as it re- 
spects the commercial intercourse directly be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain. 

The true grounds upon which the subject ought 
to be considered, are the following: 

Whether, in the existing state of things, the 
United States do reciprocate with Great Britain 
the commercial advantages arising from their mu- 
tual intercourse, calculated upon the relative need 
of each country, for the supplies of the other? and, 
if not, whether the relative situation of the two 
countries, and the nature of their respective sup- 
plies do not enable the United States to demand 
and enforce a reciprocity? And, whether political 
considerations do not combine in recommending 
the measure at the present moment? It is expect- 
ed that the propositions, if carried into effect, 
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would eventuate either in a commercial treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
upon terms of reciprocity; or in a commercial 
conflict between the two nations. 

It is to be observed, that doubts have been sug- 
gested respecting the advantages of commercial 
treaties, upon abstract grounds. Commercial trea- 
ties are admitted to be the creatures of the selfish 
and jealous policy of nations. 

It would be a desirable thing for mankind, if 
there existed but one commercial treaty, common 
to all nations ; and that this treaty should be found- 
ed upon the principle of a mere interchange of 
citizenship, for commercial purposes. This ar- 
rangement would facilitate the interchange of the 
various products of the earth, according to the evi- 
dent will of the Great Author of Nature. In the 
execution of such interchange, good faith, enter- 
prise, and industry, would find their true reward. 
This benefit to mankind can never be expected, 
so long as the rights (as they are called) of des- 
pots shall be more respected and practiced upon 
than the Rights of Man. It is the knowledge, in 
despots, of their own usurpations, and their fears 
of detection, which interdict this great benefit to 
man. Hence, commercial treaties have become 
necessary, to reciprocate the advantages of the in- 
terchange of the products of the contracting na- 
tions, by relaxing the principle of restrictions. To 
test the advantages of commercial treaties, in the 
existing state of things, it would be proper to in- 
quire what would be the effect of a single nation 
which should acquiesce under restrictions, whilst 
all other nations imposed them ? 

One evident effect would be a complete mono- 
poly of the carrying trade. Another effect would 
be, a change in the internal direction of labor. 
This effect would be produced by unequal duties 
upon different species of products. 

If the trade of the acquiescing nation should be 
monopolized by any one imposing nation, an irre- 
sistible influence would be gained upon the inter- 
nal administration of the Government of the ac- 
quiescing nation. It is not ascertained how far this 
may be the relative situation of the United States 
and Great Britain at this moment. It is admitted 
she has monopolized one-half of our trade; she 
has a mercantile capital, operating from the ex- 
tremes of New Hampshire to the extremes of 
Georgia; and agents engaged in the management 
of it. Intimate connexions are formed between 
them and our citizens. Hence, he was inclined to 
think, that an insensible foreign influence was ope- 
rating, at this moment, upon our councils. 

In this state of things, necessity and self-preser- 
vation dictate the measure of restrictions to coun- 
teract opposing restrictions, or a commercial treaty, 
calculated to remedy their ill effects. 

To test the first inquiry, whether, in the present 
state of things, the Urited States do reciprocate 

with Great Britain in the commercial advantages 
arising from their mutual intercourse, calculated 
upon the relative need of each country, for the 
supplies of the other, he presented a statement 
which had been relied upon by the gentleman who 
introduced the propositions, showing, in round 
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numbers, the total tonnage, and seamen employed 
in the intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain, with the proportion thereof employ- 
ed by each nation. This statement had reference 
to the year 1792, and if it were not critically cor- 
rect, it was at least as favorable to the United 
States, as truth would warrant. 

The whole amount of tonnage, 222,000; the 
whole amount of seamen, 13,320. Of these totals, 
the British employed 156,000; the United States, 
66,000 tons. The British employed 9,360 seamen; 
the United States employed 3,960 seamen. This 
is a most striking view of the subject, and if there 
be not some peculiar quality in the articles of 
which this intercourse is composed, to justify this 
state of things, he should conclude, that there is 
not an equal participation in the advantages of 
mutual intercourse ; and, instead of finding any- 
thing from the nature of the articles constituting 
the trade to justify the inequality, every consider- 
ation from that source serves to aggravate the in- 
equality. 

The whole trade of the United States to the 
British West India Dominions, is a complete mo- 
nopoly in favor of Britain; of course, an equal 
participation in that part of the trade was not 
contended. If, then, the United States do not 
participate equally in the advantages of their in- 
tercourse with Great Britain, it is proper to in- 
quire, whether the nature of their supplies, and 
their present political situation, do not enable them 
to demand and enforce a reciprocity? The sup- 
plies of the United States to Britain, consist, ei- 
ther of articles for re-exportation, or rude fabrics 
for manufactures. 

The articles of supply from Great Britain, to the 
United States, are for their own consumption; and 
the great proportion, at least in point of value, con- 
sists of luxuries. 

Great Britain is incompetent to her own supply 
of subsistence, and is every day becoming more 
incompetent. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina proved this fact to the Committee by an offi- 
cial undeniable document. He relied upon the 
fact, to prove that Great Britain will hereafter be- 
come a better customer tothe United States. He 
seemed unaware that it established a more impor- 
tant point; that she is becoming a more dependent 
customer. This is one of the most important con- 
siderations afforded by the whole subject; it is 
the principal one which would give the turn to 
his vote. He made two very interesting reflec- 
tions from it; the one, that continual increase of 
debt, and paper machinery, will not produce a 
correspondent increase of ability in the nation to 
feed itself. That an infinity of paper will not 
produce an infinity of food. The other, that pro- 
portioned to the inability of Great Britain to feed 
herself, will be her dependence upon a nation who 
can feed her. The United States furnish an abun- 
dant supply of subsistence for herself, and will 
shortly be able to feed the increasing wants of 
Great Britain. 

In Great Britain, every species of occupation 
and employment is not oy lled, but surcharged, 
Her subjects, as was emphatically remarked by 
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the gentleman who preceded him, were compelled 
to plough the ocean for subsistence. Hence, the 
difficulty of changing the direction of labor. 

In the United States, agriculture, the primary 
occupation of man, is not yet filled; hence, the 
facility of changing the direction of labor. 

One-sixth of the whole exported manufactures 
of Great Britain, finds a market and consumption 
in the United States; at least 50,000 hands are 
employed in making this supply: stop the con- 
sumption, and examine the effect. The gentle- 
man who preceded him is of opiniou, that no 
geet effect can be expected from so trivial a cause. 

f he would reflect that the nation is incompetent 
to her own supply of subsistence; is growing still 
more so, and that every occupation is surcharged, 
depriving 50,000 persons of the means of subsistence 
would not be a trivial cause. In such a state of 
things it would be a great cause, which might 
produce great effects. 

Great Britain, tottering under the weight of a 
King, a Court, a nobility, a priesthood, armies, na- 
vies, debts, and all the complicated machinery of 
ogni which serves to increase the number 
of unproductive, and lessen the number of produc- 
tive hands, (the true source of the inability of the 
nation to feed herself,) at this moment engaged 
in a foreign war; taxation, already carried to the 
ultimatum of financial device; the ability of the 
people already displayed in the payment of taxes, 
constituting a political phenomenon; all prove 
the debility of the system, and the decrepitude of 
old age. On the other hand, the United States, 
in the flower of youth, increasing in hands, in- 
creasing in wealth; and, although an imitative 
policy has unfortunately prevailed in the erec- 
tion of a funded debt, in the establishment of an 
army, anticipating a navy, and all the paper ma- 
chinery for increasing the number of unproduc- 
tive, and lessening the number of productive 
hands; yet, the operations of natural causes have, 
as yet, in some degree, countervailed their influ- 
ence, and still furnish a great superiority, in com- 
parison with Great Britain. 

There is another interesting fact, which ought 
to be considered ; the expensive machinery of the 
British Government has produced a necessity for 
revenue, which exceeds the ability of her whole 
internal resources; her Navigation Act taxes all 
nations for a portion of her revenue; she is in- 
debted to the acquiescence of other nations for its 
products, rather than to her own ability to en- 
force it. 

It has been said and repeated, that the Naviga- 
tion Act of Great Britain is irresistible. He be- 
lieved no serious experiment had ever been made 
upon it, and no reason has been assigned for the 
assertion. He could see no peculiar quality at- 
tached to that act, to distinguish it from any other 
act, or to render it more irresistible; nor should 
he believe it possessed such a peculiar quality, 
without it could be pointed out, and made visible. 
But, if such be the quality of a Navigation Act, 
why would not a Navigation Act, passed by the 
United States, be sale irresistible? It would 
certainly counteract the force of the British Navi- 
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and this example to other nations might be at- 
tended with serious effects to Great Britain in the 
present forced state of things in that Government. 
It has been said by a gentleman from Maryland, 
Mr. Forrest, ] that only one-sixth of the trade of 
reat Britain is carried on with the United States; 
and that one-half of the trade of the United States 
is carried on with Great Britain; and from those 
facts, he inferred that, in a state of a commercial 
conflict between the two nations, the United 
States would be the sufferer in the same propor- 
tion. This is an interesting view of the subject, 
and it ought to be examined. From a mere the- 
oretic proposition, the inference would be just; 
but it is completely reversed by the existing prac- 
tical state of things; in the existing state of things, 
the one-sixth of the trade of Great Britain to the 
United States, is extremely profitable to her. It 
consists of articles. in some degree, essential to 
her other trade. Pot and pearl ash, for her linen; 
indigo, for her cloth; tobacco, for manufactures 
and re-exportation, and, of course, making a part 
of the other five-sixths of her trade; lumber, for 
her Navy and her West India Dominions. Where- 
as, one-half of the trade of the United States to 
Great Britain may bea losing trade; agreat propor- 
tion of it consists of luxuries for consumption. after 
1aving received the last polish from the artisan ; 
and so far cannot be essential. He thought this 
consideration had not made the impression upon 
the Committee which it merited. If the United 
States be competent to their own supply of useful 
and necessary articles, or can furnish themselves 
from other markets, he did not believe that any 
ill would arise from making articles of mere lux- 
ury, less accessible to the citizens of the United 
States than they now are; on the contrary, he 
believed it would add to the morals, the wealth, 
and the independence of the United States. Most 
of the preceding remarks apply to the trade car- 
ried on directly between the United States and 
Great Britain. Her West India Dominions are 
more at our mercy; and it is there the dominant 
nation imposes the most injurious and dishonor- 
able conditions upon our trade. To present to the 
Committee a general view of this part of the sub- 
ject, he requested to be indulged with reading a 
few concise passages from Mr. T. Coxe’s reply to 
Lord Sheffield, upon Commerce. This perform- 
ance, he remarked, had great merit for its intelli- 
gence, accuracy, and candor: 


of her ports. 

Great Britain prohibits 
the employment of Ameri- 
can-built ships by her own 
citizens in many branches 
of trade, upon any terms. 


Great Britain prohibits 
the importation of goods 
into Great Britain by Ame- 
rican vessels, from any 
other country than the 
United States. 

Great Britain prohibits 
the importation into Great 
Britain from the United 
States, by American ves- 
sels, of all goods not pro- 
duced by the United States, 
and others, at all times. 

Great Britain prohibits, 
for considerable terms of 
time, some of the principal 
agricultural productions of 
the United States, and 
others at all times. 

Great Britain prohibits 
the importation of some 
American articles in Ame- 
rican ships, or any but 
British ships, into her Eu- 
ropean Dominions. 

Great Britain does not 
permit an American citi- 
zen to import goods into 
some of her Dominions, and 
to sell them there, even in 
British vessels. In other 
parts of her Dominions, 
she lays an extra tax on 
him or his sales. 

Great Britain prohibits 
the consumption of some 
American articles, of which 
she permits the importa- 
tion. 

Great Britain prohibits 
the importation of Ameri- 
can articles from foreign 
countries into British Do- 
minions, even in her own 
ships. 


[H. or R. 





ney on British vessels in 
any of their ports. 

The United States ad- 
mits the employment of 
British-built ships by their 
own citizens in every 
branch of trade, upon the 
terms of forty-four cents 
extra per ton, and one-tenth 
extra on the impost arising 
from their cargoes. 

The United States ad- 
mit the importation of 
goods into the United 
States in British vessels, 
from every country what- 
ever. 

The United States do 
not prohibit the importa- 
tion into the United States 
from Great Britain by Bri- 
tish vessels, of any goods 
not produced by Great 
Britain. 

The United States pro- 
hibit none of the agricul- 
tural productions of Great 
Britain or her Dominions. 


The United States do 
not prohibit the importa- 
tion of any British article 
in British vessels, or any 
but American vessels. 


The United States per- 
mit a British citizen to im- 
port goods into all their 
ports, in any vessels, and 
to sell them there without 
any extra tax on him or 
his sales. 


The United States do 
not prohibit the consump- 
tion of any British article 
whatever. 


The United States do 
not prohibit the importa- 
tion of British articles from 
foreign countries, in any 
ships. 


Great Britain 


Prohibits American ves- 
sels from entering into the 
ports of several parts of her 
Dominions, viz: the West 
Indies, Canada, Nova Sco- 
tia, New Brunswick, New- 
foundland, Cape Breton, 
Hudson’s Bay, Honduras 
Bay, and her East India 
spice market. 

Great Britain imposes 
double light money on 
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Admit British vessels in- 
to all their ports, subject to 
a tonnage duty of forty- 
four cents, or twenty-four 
sterling pence, more than 
American vessels; and an 
addition of one-tenth, to 
the amount of the impost 
accruing to their cargoes. 


The United States do 
not impose extra light mo- 


From the view of the subject here exhibited, it 
would be naturally inferred, that the United States 
must be dependent upon the West Indies for their 
very existence; but it is known, that truth con- 
sists in the reverse of this fact; hence, the true order 
in the nature of things is reversed from artificial 
arrangements; and, he believed, that nothing but 
exertion was necessary to reinstate the just and 
natural order of things. Let the article of rum be 
taken as a further illustration of this part of the 
subject. 

Rum affords the whole calculated profits of the 
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West Indies, the whole of the other products are 
supposed to be only equivalent to the charges for 
the support of the Islands. Rum is dutied in Great 
Britain almost equal toa prohibition. The United 
States furnish its chief, its only, competent mar- 
ket. They afford lumber for the vessels enclosing 
it. They afford bread for the workmen raising it. 
The article itself is a ruinous luxury. Under 
these circumstances, take a view of the terms 
upon which this article is supplied to the United 
States. The carriage is completely monopolized. 
The carriage of the articles given in exchange, 
articles indispensable to the prosperity of the 
Islands, completely monopolized. The contracts 
for the interchange completely monopolized. If 
the United States were to withhold their supplies 
from the West Indies, either they would become 
unprofitable to Great Britain, or she must relax 
the existing conditions imposed on our intercourse 
with them. 

Nothing can be more degrading and insulting to 
the United States than the temporary suspensions 
of the prohibitory restrictions. Behold a hungry 
Colonial Prefect, at least a Prefect anticipating 
hunger, declaring by proclamation to the citizens 
of the United States, that if they will furnish him 
with food within a certain given limited time he 
will vouchsafe to eat it; and behold the citizens 
of the United States eagerly catching at this sin- 
gular act of condescension ! 

Although it has been contended that our com- 
merce with Great Britain is upon a footing not to 
be complained of, it has been conceded that our 
navigation labors under undue restrictions. A 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Goopuvg, ] 
who is remarkable for the perspicuity and definite- 
ness of his ideas, seems to have had rather loose 
a upon this subject. That gentleman 
remarked, and it has been repeated, that he was in 
favor of an increase of tonnage upon all foreign 
vessels, without discrimination. His motive was 
the protection of our own shipping. His objection 
to the discrimination was the competition of 
France. The gentleman remarked, at the same 
time, that in case high duties should be imposed 
upon British manufactures, France, in the present 
state of things, was disqualified from supplying us. 
If the gentleman really has the protection of our 
shipping, as well as the manufactures at heart, by 
extending his reflections a little further he would 
have found a consolation in this truth—that the 
same cause which at present disqualifies France 
from mere us with manufactures, would dis- 
qualify her from any dangerous competition with 
our shipping; but can it be deemed a serious and 
varied objection to the propositions, that France 
may ultimately participate in the advantages? Is 
this a proper ground for refusing to our Tiesiee 
and manufactures a present as well as a perma- 
nent encouragement? The same gentleman re- 
marked, that the increased duties would operate 
as a tax upon our constituents; if this should be 
one effect, it ought not to afford an objection. If 
they be productive, it will increase the ability of 
the Treasury, and it is known that an increase of 
revenue is anticipated. This objection does not. 
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however, comport with another, which has been 
indefinitely mentioned by several gentlemen, but 
has been reduced to more definiteness by a gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Forrest.| He as- 
serted that three-fourths of our revenue will be 
affected by the propositions on the table. 

This is an important consideration, and merits 
examination. He declared that no gentleman was 
more disposed than himself to vote for that por- 
tion of revenue which should be deemed essential 
to the proper and necessary energy of the Govern- 
ment; he thought this part of the subject had 
been superficially examined; he admitted the 
revenue may ultimately be lessened, but it will 
not be lost. There is no certainty that it will be 
lessened. From his view of the propositions, and 
the manner in which the blanks will probably be 
filled, he was of opinion that the revenue would 
for some time be augmented by carrying the pro- 
positions into effect. 

This would continue to be the case until the 
increase of duties should so far diminish importa- 
tions as to counterbalance the difference between 
the existing duties and those proposed to be laid. 

If the operation of the propositions should di- 
minish the importation of luxuries, so far he 
thought it would increase the ability of the United 
States to pay revenue; and he did not conceive 
the particular mode of drawing revenue was at all 
important to the United States. But if this argu- 
ment of revenue be conclusive, at what time will 
it cease to operate with the same force that it now 
does? If gentlemen have anticipated the glorious 
period, divulge the pleasing secret, when the na- 
tion may make an exertion for the restoration of 
violated rights without alarms to revenue! 

It has been emphatically remarked by a gentle- 
man from New Jersey, [Mr. Ciark. | ie has had 
great experience in American affairs, that this 
was not the language of America at the time of 
the non-importation associations. This was not 
the language of America at the time of the Decla- 
ration of Independence. Whence, then, this change 
of American sentiment ? Has America less ability 
than she then had? Is she less prepared for a 
national trial than she then was? This cannot 
be pretended. There has been, it is true, one 
a change in her ong situation. America 

as now a funded debt; she had no funded debt 
at those glorious epochs. May not this change of 
sentiment, therefore, be looked for in her change 
of situation in this respect? May it not be looked 
for in the inimitative, synfpathetic organization of 
our funds with the British funds? May it not be 
looked for in the indiscriminate participations of 
citizens and foreigners in the emoluments of the 
funds? May it not be looked for in the wishes of 
some to assimilate the Government of the United 
States to that of Great Britain, or at least in 
wishes for a more intimate connexion ? 

If these causes exist, it is not difficult to find the 
source of the national debility. It is not difficult 
to see that the interests of the few who receive 
and disburse the public contributions, are more re- 
— than the interests of the great majority of 
the society who furnish the contributions. It is 
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not difficult to see that the Government, instead 
of legislating for a few millions, is legislating for 
a few thousands, and that the sacredness of their 
rights is the great obstacle to a great national 
exertion. 

Mr. G. remarked, that political considerations, 
in his opinion, combined in recommending the 
propositions at the present moment. The Euro- 

ean war, the delicate crisis of the war, afforded 
in his mind strong inducements to the measure. 
These considerations had been urged with a view 
to an opposite effect ; but he would ask, what time 
would be chosen by a wise nation, comparatively 
weak, to address herself to an unjust nation, com- 
paratively strong, for a restoration of violated 
rights? Would it not be when the strong nation 
should be so engaged as to be incapable of exerting 
her whole undivided force in the resistance? This 
is the case with Great Britain at present; for, 
whatever may be the ultimate event of the pre- 
sent European contest, the subjugation of France 
will require at least another campaign. Here he 
thought the tart adage quoted by some gentleman, 
fitted the subject much better than that part of it 
to which it had been applied. No friendship in 
trade. The United States only demanded a resto- 
ration of violated rights. Great Britain has com- 
mitted the violation. It was unnecessary to re- 
capitulate the aggressions of Great Britain upon 
the national rights of the United States. He 
could not help repeating one circumstance—her 
subjecting American vessels to seizure and search, 
and exempting those of Sweden and Denmark. 
This evidenced a peculiar enmity levelled at the 
United States. He mentioned this circumstance 
for another reason. It should be recollected that 
some unauthorized attempts were made upon the 
vessels of Sweden and Denmark, and that firm 
and manly answers produced concessions. As the 
only neutral nations except the United States, they 
have set an example which ought to be imitated ; 
for, notwithstanding the trivial weight of the 
United States in the scale of European affairs, as 
has been suggested, he believed that Great Britain 
would prefer a war with both those nations to a 
war with the United States. 

The recent example of Sweden and Denmark, 
proves that the British Cabinet are as sensible of 
the advantages of concession, in some cases, as 
they were insensible in other cases, of the dis- 
honor of committing depredations on the rights of 
other nations. 

Mr. G. thought another consideration of the 
moment extremely important. The injuries and 
insults of Great Britain, repeated and continued, 
have excited such an impulse in the public mind, 
that the whole people would feelingly second any 
decisive measures which the Government might 
adopt for restoring the honor of the nation; and, 
if a national trial should be the result of the pro- 
positions, it would from that cause be commenced 
under the most pleasing and promising auspices. 
Several gentlemen opposed to the resolutions have 
declared their resentment against Britain, and pro- 
fessed themselves for energetic measures to restore 
the honor of the nation. He wished the gentle- 
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men would specify their propositions, and bring 
them before the Committee; he thought it would 
be a much better evidence of their dispositions 
than objecting to the present propositions without 
offering a substitute. He declared that he was not 
so much wedded to the present propositions, as not 
to be willing to consider any others which might 
be better caladine to produce the intended effect. 
A gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lee,) who in- 
formed the Committee that he was not sent here 
to indulge his resentments, professed at the same 
time the most violent resentment against the Cabi- 
net of Great Britain, while he pronounced an 
eulogy upon the British people. If the people 
would adopt the gentleman’s idea, and separate 
themselves from the Cabinet, he might be justified 
in his distinction. The proposition, in that case, 
would be levelled against the Cabinet, and not 
against the people. In that event, both his resent- 
ment and attachments might be indulged. But, 
if the gentlemen would recollect that the disposi- 
tion of the people towards the United States is 
communicated only through the Cabinet, that 
they support the Cabinet, that the Cabinet is the 
organ of their will, he will find that his distinction 
is wholly without foundation. 

We have been admonished of the propriety of 
banishing feeling and resorting to judgment. A 
nation being composed of the aggregate of indi- 
viduals, he believed possessed the same feelings ; 
and he doubted the truth of the philosophy which 
advised us to banish an essential ingredient of 
human nature. Feeling and judgment ought to 
perform their respective offices; feeling should 
stimulate our actions; judgment should direct the 
wisest means for its gratification; patience is an 
admirable beast of burden, but not of enterprise ; 
it bears misfortunes well, but was never calculated 
to resist oppressions. The United States have 
been injured and insulted. Instead, therefore, of 
patience and forbearance—wisdom, caution her- 
self, would prescribe boldness, enterprise, energy, 
firmness. hineten has therefore pursued this 
conduct, and experience has proved that it is not 
unwise. He believed that Great Britain calcu- 
lated upon her own influence, and a want of con- 
cert in our councils; now was the time to con- 
vince the world that injury from abroad produced 
concert at home. This conduct had therefore 
characterized America; he hoped it would always 
continue to characterize America. 

The Committee now rose, reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again. 





Fripay, January 24. 


Ordered, That the Letter from the Governor 
of Kentucky, enclosing a representation from the 
Legislature of the said State, respecting an adjust- 
ment of a claim of that State against the United 
States, for the expense of certain expeditions 
— the Indians, which were laid before the 

ouse on the twenty-third day of January, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, be re 
ferred to the Secretary of the Treasury, with in” 
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struction to examine the same, and report his 
opinion thereupon to the House. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


The House in resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
tions on the commerce of the United States in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. Harritey:—I have paid attention to the 
debates, and have considered them myself at my 
chamber ; but, as many of my ideas and reasons 
have been already expressed in superior language, 
it would not be generous in me to detain the Com- 
mittee forany length of time. Indeed, as our dele- 
gation is divided, it becomes me to make a few 
observations, in order to satisfy my constituents 
upon what grounds [ act. 

From the turn the debates have taken, politics 
are complicated with the present question; and I 
must observe, that the conduct of Great Britain 
has not been friendly to the country. She has 
not delivered up the posts, agreeably to treaty, 
and thereby involving us im an expensive war. 
The American world is convinced that she has 
supported the Indians in their war against us. 
Ammunition and arms they certainly obtained 
from British agents or factors ; and the large body 
of Indians which was together in the year 1791, 
part of which defeated General St. Clair’s army, 
and the savages who collected in arms during the 
last year, must have been subsisted in provisions 
by the British. No policy of the Indians, in former 
experience, seems alone to have been adequate to 
such circumstances. The seizing of the vessels 
of America, which were bound to France, upon 
the seas, and taking them into British ports, with- 
out regarding whether the places to which they 
were bound were besieged or not—this is contrary 
to the law of nations—the wanton cruelty and 
insolence of some of their privateers, upon the 
vessels and citizens of this country—besides, there 
cannot bea doubt respecting the Algerines. They 
were admitted into the Atlantic by the consent or 
connivance of Great Britain, and many unsuspect- 
ing Americans have been seized on the ocean, and 
carried intocaptivity. These are serious injuries, 
by which the American character is much wound- 
ed; and this country calls loudly, from every 
quarter, for redress. 

The resolutions on the table, their advocates 
contend, if adopted, would operate against Great 
Britain so forcibly, as to oblige her to change her 
policy and do us justice, and lay the foundation for 
good offices between America and France. Could 
we be certain that those views would be realized, 
or those ends attained, by adopting the resolutions, 
they should have my hearty assent. When those 
plausible prospects were held forth, my wishes 
were with part of the resolutions; for several days 
I have strove to bring my judgment to concur, 
but I find I cannot. The arguments and reasons 
offered do not convince me that the resolutions 
will produce the desired effect of their advocates ; 
and I have many difficulties which, I fear, cannot 
be obviated. If the duties are laid very high, they 
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will amount to a prohibition. These States are 
now in a flourishing condition, yet many articles 
necessary to the improvement, settlement, and 
comforts of America, are now only to be procured 
in Great Britain. We cannot expect them, for a 
time, from any other country, because no other 
nation is in the habit of manufacturing them ; this 
will produce a great depression in our commerce 
and manufactures. If Great Britain were to stand 
the shock, no good would be derived from the 
system, and we risk our national importance and 
prosperity. If the duties should be increased ten 
per cent,, or any large sum under a prohibitory 
duty, the goods, if necessary, would still be im- 
ported, al the tax fall upon the consumers. 

My great difficulty is, that the resolutions will 
tend to increase the price of labor in husbandry. 
The protecting duties already laid have increased 
the manufactures of this country; I believe, in 
most cases, they have had great effects. Perhaps 
some alterations might be made; but the subject 
of manufactures is so important, that it should be 
taken up separately. The protecting duties have 
been, as I said, favorable to the manufacturers; but, 
it must be acknowledged, they have enhanced the 
price of labor very considerably, and this has ex- 
tended to husbandry. If you inerease the protect- 
ing duties, the manufacturer will just add the dif- 
ference tohis price. Of course, the farmers must 
bid higher for labor, in order to prevent the coun- 
tryman or adventurer from going into a manufac- 
tory or work-shop. I have always been, 2nd still 
am, a friend to the manufactures of this covstry; 
I wish them every proper encouragement ; but, | 
am sure, we might go too fast. I believe—accord- 
ing to my experience—the manufacturers seem 
well satisfied with what has been done. The cul- 
tivation and improvement of our country are pri- 
mary considerations, and we should adopt no poli- 
ey which disturbs them. Wheat and flour are the 
great staple commodities of the Middle States ; we 
should do nothing to check their inerease. After 
agriculture, press on the arts; they ought all to 
be protected. These resolutions will either operate 
as a prohibition or a tax; the inconveniences of 
both have been stated. 

There is still a serious difficulty: three-fourths 
of our revenue, it has been said, depended upon the 
duty arising on articles imported from Great Bri- 
tain and her Dominions. If these resolutions will 
amount to a prohibition, (which the gentleman 
from New Jersey contends they should,) how is the 
deficiency to be supplied? This question has been 
eae asked, but not answered. 

In the late war, a great part of the personal pro- 
perty in Pennsylvania was changed into paper ; 
goods were sold, or taken for the supplies of the 
Army ; individuals paid debts to individuals in 
paper; moneys were loaned to the United States ; 
so that the public was really and truly indebted to 
many meritorious and bona fide creditors. I am 
no friend to those speculators who obtained certifi- 
cates by ungenerous means; they can only come 
forward under the term of strict right. The public 
creditors of Pennsylvania, (among whom I knew 
many meritorious ones,) at the first session of 
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Congress held at New York under the present 
Government of the United States, petitioned the 
Legislature, and the House of Representatives re- 
solved as follows : 

“ Resolved, That this House consider an adequate 
provision for the support of the public credJt, as a matter 
of high importance to the national honor and prosper- 
ity. 
vn Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to prepare a plan for that purpose, and to re- 
port the same to this House at the next meeting.” 

Congress passed an act, the 4th of August, 1793, 
entitled “ An act making provision for the Debt of 
the United States.” By this act, a loan was direct- 
ed to be opened and provision made for the pay- 
ment of the interest to such creditors as should 
subscribe thereto, with power of redemption at 
certain times. Adequate funds were established, 
and the Legislature, by the same law, solemnly 
engaged that those funds should be applied accord- 
ingly. The Legislature was not to invade or alter 
those funds without regular and adequate substi- 
tutes. By the resolutions offered, the funds will 
most assuredly (in my mind) be endangered. We 
are going upon speculations, the consequences of 
which we know not; and which may shake the 
fundamental principles of public credit, which has 
been so solemnly guaranteed. We ought not toact 
like mere Colonies, in proposing or entering into 
non-importation agreements. We are a Nation; 
we ought to conduct ourselves in such a manner as 
not to endanger the faith, credit, and reputation of 
America. In contracts between individuals, — 
are morally and legally bound to comply wit 
them. Nations ought to be equally bound by their 
solemn engagements. 

We are, in this business, not barely waging a 
commercial war against Britain, for many citizens 
of this country have their all depending upon pub- 
lic faith. The Dutch, and other Europeans, have 
largely subscribed. and invested their property 
with us, under equal confidence. Shall we, or 
dare we, destroy or divert any of the funds so 
pledged, without giving a substitute? I consider 
these resolutions inefficient to the purposes intend- 
ed. I hold that Great Britain has acted in sucha 
manner, as to render it necessary to press for full 
and satisfactory explanation ; and that, in case this 
satisfaction is not granted, that at some day before 
the rising of Congress, the subjects of war and 
peace be taken up. If the former should be de- 
cided upon, I hope our Eastern brethren will join 
us, and that we may be unanimous in our mea- 
sures. The extent of this first resolution is so 
great, I will most assuredly vote against it; as to 
the others, I shall hold myself at liberty to declare 
= upon them as they come forward. 

r. Tracy spoke as follows: It is observable 
that many gentlemen, when they rise upon this 
subjget, apologise for the want of a clear compre- 
hension of it; and the indefinite situation of the 

roposition now before the Committee, and inde- 

nite reasoning upon it, have, | acknowledge, af- 
forded one strong ground of argument, in my mind, 
ainst the resolution. I think the maxim defen- 
sible, that no resolution, until its principles are 


clearly defined, and its consequences well under- 
stood, should be adopted by a Legislative body, es- 
pecially on a commercial subject, since it isa given 
point, that commerce has generally bid defiance 
to Legislative interference, and in the event tri- 
umphed over Legislative restrictions. 

he discussion of this subject has assumed an 
appearance which must be surprising toa stranger, 
and painful in the extreme to ourselves. 

The supreme Legislature of the United States 
is seriously deliberating, not upon the welfare of 
our citizens, but upon the relative circumstances 
of two European nations; and this deliberation 
has not for its object the relative benefits of their 
markets to us, but which form of Government is 
best, and most like our own; which people feel the 
greatest affection for us; and what measures we 
can adopt which will best humble one and exalt 
the other. 

The primary motive of these resolutions, as ac- 
knowledged by the defenders of them, was not 
the increase of our agriculture, manufactures, or 
navigation, but to humble Great Britain, and to 
build up France; and, although it is said, our ma- 
nufactures and navigation may receive advantage, 
it is only mentioned as a substitute in case of fail- 
ure as to the great object of humbling Great Bri- 
tain. 

The discussion in favor of these resolutions has 
breathed nothing but hostility and revenge against 
the English; and yet they put on the mild ap- 
pearance of commercial regulations. Legislatures, 
always cautious of attempting to force trade from 
its own channels and habits, should certainly be 
peculiarly cautious, when they do undertake such 
business, to set about it with temperance and cool- 
ness; but, in this debate, we are told of the inexe- 
cution of a former treaty withholding Western 
posts, insult, and dominations of a haughty people; 
that, through the agency of Great Britain, the sa- 
vages are upon us on one side, and the Algerines 
on the other. The mind is roused by such a group 
of evils, and then called upon to consider a state- 
ment of duties on goods imported from foreign 
nations. If the subject is commercial, why not 
treat it upon the basis of a commercial subject, 
and with coolness attend to it? If itis aquestion of 
political hostility or war, a firmer tone might be 
adopted. When a nation is oppressed on all sides 
by injuries which call loudly to be avenged, there 
is an imperiousness in their circumstances which 
often precludes deliberation; and sometimes, at 
least, denies its propriety. Promptitude of ac- 
tion, in the first form that presents itself, is fre- 
quently a virtue; but, when all this national pres- 
sure is to obtain redress from laying a duty on a 
few articles of commerce, one would hardly think 
the violent introduction, much less, an impassioned 
mode of debate, could strike any man with pro- 
priety. I think this mode of treating the subject 
tends to confuse, and contains in it no aptitude to 
develope either principles or consequences. After 
making these observations, permit me, sir, to con- 
sider the question before the Committee merely 
as a commercial one, and, for a moment, lay aside 
Indians, Algerines, and all such irritating objects. 
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I engage it shall be for a moment; they certainly 
shall have a full consideration in a future part of 
my argument. To perform this task with propri- 
ety, the state of our commerce naturally presents 
itself as the first object of inquiry. In this lam 
anticipated by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Dexrer,] and by a number of incontestible 
facts contained in the official document before the 
Committee. Our commerce is flourishing, and 
our navigation rapidly increasing. 

I, sir, was bredafarmer. I live among farmers, 
much further removed from a view of commerce 
than any of my colleagues, and when these reso- 
lutions were brought forward, I expected the pain- 
ful detail that our commerce was languishing and 
our tonnage decreasing, and that our mercantile 
interest was earnestly calling for the aid and pro- 
tection of Government. But in this expectation 
I am agreeably disappointed. No merchant is 
complaining, nor any fact existing to justify such 
complaints. It is worthy of remark, and must in- 
duce serious inquiry, if our trade is deranged and 
shackled to the degree pretended, why the mer- 
chants in this House should be totally ignorant of 
it, and why, to a man, they should be opposed to 
these regulations which put on the specious a 
pearances of affording direct relief to them? This 
circumstance alone would go far, in my mind, to- 
wards negativing the propositions; much farther 
than the closet miedialiade of a philosopher in 
their favor, which, nine times out of ten, cannot 
be reduced to practice. 

And here, sir, I feel a confidence in repeating 
that, upon a subject of forcing trade from one na- 
tion to another, which is of necessity so compli- 
cated in principle, so various and invisible in con- 
sequences, the Committee will never act but with 
the utmost caution, and will constantly keep in 
view that trade will seek its own markets, find tts 
own level, and regulate itself much better than 
we can do; and, although we may embarrass it, 
and injure our own citizens, and even other na- 
tions, for a while, it will eventually rise above all 
the regulations we can make. 

The gentleman who introduced these resolves, 
aware of our flourishing state of commerce, has 
acknowledged that, by their adoption, certain evils 
will be incurred. hat are these evils? If we 
allow full operation to his positions, without an 
immediate overture in Great Britain, there will 
be a stagnation of trade, a damp to agriculture, its 
laborers thrown out of employment, the present 
surplus of produce must perish on the hands of 
the farmers, &c. But these evils, he says, ought 
to be cheerfully borne to obtain, in event, a much 
aoe good. This position isa sound one, to 

ar present small evils to effect future great be- 
nefits. But to make the reasoning complete, should 
not the gentleman show that the promised good 
is not only great enough to justify a trial of the 
present evil, but that it is certain ? 

Are the benefits promised by these regulations 
in any measure certain, or even probable? The 
- benefits promised are a Treaty with Great 

ritain, a repeal of her Navigation Act as it re- 
spects the United States, and, in fact, a universal 
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freedom of trade; and if these fail, an increase of 
our manufactures, and a course of trade with 
France free as they please to give us. I know 
Indians, &c., are talked of; but 1 mean these are 
the promised benefits of a commercial kind. Are 
those events so probable that we shall be justified 
in trying an experiment at the certain expense of 
our present tranquility and happiness? It is said 
our citizens are virtuous: this Nave the pleasure 
to believe. But, to convince the whole mass of 
the people that a system of self-denial of any 
great extent in its operation, is to be borne by 
them for a future benefit, you must hoid up that 
benefit in a more striking and certain point of 
view than can be presented in this case. They 
will be slow in understanding that trade is to be 
made free by imposing more and greater shackles 
upon it. But, if our commerce is flourishing, say 
the gentlemen, why should it not be more so? If 
Great Britain imposes pointed restraints upon our 
trade, and is expressing her jealousy and hatred 
to us on every practicable occasion, why not free 
ourselves? at has Great Britain done, sir? 
Has she made a single law restricting the com- 
merce of Indépendent America? All her restric- 
tions that now affect us were in existence while 
we were her Colonies, and are part of her Colo- 
nial establishment. Her Navigation Act is as old 
as 1660; and, upon strict examination, the United 
States are more favored in her European East 
and West India ports, than any other nation. It 
is said our trade was at first forced there; but this 
rests merely on assertion: it is not in proof before 
the Committee. The markets of Great Britain 
being the best, our articles of commerce and hers 
being reciprocally useful, and a.similarity of lan- 
guage and religion, with many other natural 
causes, have carried our trade to her ports, and 
will keep it there, until better markets offer, or it 
is forced away. 

It is said the credit given by British merchants 
is an evil, and that the people of Virginia owe an 
immense sum in Great Britain. hen a com- 
plaint is made in direct terms of restrictions on 
our trade, one would not readily imagine that an- 
other complaint would be coupled with it, that 
the trade was so free as to become an injury. Be- 
sides, credit given to an industrious, provident 
man, never can be aninjury. Will it place us in 
a situation of fear? If we may argue from a great 
State, Virginia, to the Union, this is not true; for 
although that State owes immense debts, her Re- 

resentatives come forward with great spirit to 
ring Great Britain to her feet. This circum- 
stance of giving credit is entirely a municipal 
regulation, wholly out of reach of Congress. The 
people at the Eastward do not owe the English 
merchants, and are very generally opposed to 
these regulations. These facts must convince us, 
that the credits given us by the trade of Great 
Britain do not operate a fear and a dependence 
which can be alarming to Government. 

If the municipal regulations of Virginia, or any 
other State, will place the whole of each man’s 
peey within the reach of his creditor, and al- 
ow the creditor legal coercion for payment of 
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debts, when voluntary payment is denied, there 
will be no danger from foreign or domestic credit. 
The slothful and idle, as well as the spendthrift 
and wicked, will readily attribute to faults of 
omission and commission, in Government, those 
evils necessarily connected with their own im- 
prudence. 

It is said by a gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Finpey,] that the merchants in this city 
who possess capitals of their own, are for these 
restrictions on British trade, and that the poorer 
sort, who are in want of credit, and must do busi- 
ness by obtaining it, are opposed to them. If this 
be a fact, which is yet to be ascertained, it affords 
another argument against the resolutions. If capi- 
talists, nabobs in trade, would wish to shut out of 
competition men who have not capitals, whose 
industry and knowledge of business, if they can 
at first obtain credit, would promise them a living 
and usefulness to community, whence is this wish 
derived? From nothing but a desire to effect a 
monopoly of trade to themselves, the consequence 
of which would be, a profit of 25 or 50 per cent.; 
and those men who have not capitals must serve 
them as clerks, or quit the country. Liberty and 
ater is not the foremost feature in this desire 
of our rich merchants, if the desire exists: and 
such a doctrine savors more of Aristocracy, and 
less of Republicanism, than I expected to hear 
from that honorable member. 

It is said the British Government has broken 
the Laws of Nations, by interruption of our trade 
to France. The fact is, Great Britain has said 
France is in siege, or is blockaded—F rance has said 
the samme. Upon this statement, what is the Law 
of Nations? That neutral vessels shall not have 
intercourse with such blockaded or besieged place. 
The facts are, the English have taken the cargoes 
of our vessels, under these circumstances, and in 
every instance paid the value of her cargo, at the 
port of destination ; the French have taken all our 
cargoes bound to any port of their enemies, and 
have directed, that a committee of appraisal shall 
be appointed to appraise and pay for them. 

And in all instances of wanton treatment, spoli- 
ation, or making our vessels prizes, the British 
Government have made the most ample promises 
of redress, contained in our Minister’s official in- 
formation. This is a situation which I acknow- 
ledge is an evil; but ought not a neutral nation to 
expect some evils of the kind, especially when we 
connect with it, the almost unavoidable impru- 
dences, and, I may add, crimes of our own people, 
in violating the strict line of duty, which must be, 
and always is marked out, for neutral nations? 
State it in its worst point of light, and negotiation 
and remonstrance should precede any decisive Go- 
vernmental act. 

If our trade is flourishing, and under no restric- 
tions by the English, more than she imposes on 
other nations, where is the ground of revenge 
against Great Britain? And more especially, when 
the fact is incontestible, that we have more favor 
in our trade with her than is extended to any 
nation. 

But, suffer me to ask, why treaty is made the 

3d Con.—11 


basis of discrimination? I can hitherto find no 
man, merchant, or other, can state any benefits 
which we should gain bya treaty. In all treaties 
the strongest nation will always make its own 
construction, and the weakest nation may have 
the benefit of right, but wanting strength to enforce 
that right, its voice is not heard in explanation of 
treaty. Our commercial situation presents itself to 
us in so much infancy, the events of a month may 
roduce such surprising advances, as has been stated 
be a gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dex- 
TER,] that a treaty of ~~ appearances now, may 
speedily be an evil. Besides, a treaty connects us 
with European policy, and I feel a strong desire 
to abstract the United States from all participation 
with the labyrinth of European policy. hat 
has been the advantage of our treaties already 
formed? That with France J conclude will be 
cited as the best. ; 

Regenerated France has told us, that their Go- 
vernment, when this treaty was made, had no good 
intentions to the United States, or, at least, no 
views of reciprocating benefits fairly. I suppose the 
meaning of this is, that, in making the treaty, the 
Government of France consulted her own interest, 
and paid not much attention to ours, yet this treaty 
was at first highly applauded ; but let it be tested 
by the benefits actually received. In considering 
it in point of actual benefits, I should be glad to 
find them and dwell upon them, without bringing 
into view the harm it has done us ; but no benefits 
exist. Does the treaty protect our property in 
seeking its markets, where neutral nations have 
undoubted rights, any more than the Law of Na- 
tions? England has violated the latter, and France 
the former. I lay out of the question the group 
of evils which seemed to result from this treaty 
the last Summer, the evident danger of a war, pre- 
vented only by the conduct of an unparalleled 
Executive, and many other disadvantages of this 
treaty, because the unexampled situation of France 
may have produced many consequences, which 
will not form general ground of argument, and 
because those subjects have been very fairly stated 
by a gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lee.] 

One trait, and that which was considered as the 
best in this treaty, was this: all property was to 
follow the bottom in which it was found. Friendly 
bottoms made friendly cargo, and an enemy’s bot- 
tom made prize of the cargo. The Law of Na- 
tions is, to discriminate always, so as to make prize 
of enemy’s property, find it where you may. Re- 
generated France has been in the constant act 
under sanction of this treaty, of making prize o 
all property belonging to citizens of the United 
States, found in English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Austrian, Dutch and Prussian vessels, | mean since 
those nations have been at war with her; and 
what do we gain? It cannot operate in our favor 
any further than to save French property to them, 
if found in our vessels, if we had treaties of a simi- 
lar kind with the world. So that this kind of 
treaty is uncommonly circumstanced; indeed, we 
can gain nothing but a protection for our friend’s 
property, but lose directly our own; and we 
never can be in a situation to gain unless we pre- 
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suppose war, which I hope we may avoid; cer™ 
tainly we are not as liable to war, as the nations 
in Europe, who are generally in war three or four 
years in every seven: of course this trait in treaties 
is no very inviting one tous. If treaties are formed 
in the common style, that is, place the nation treat- 
ing on the basis of the most favored nations, every 
one can discern it amounts to little, if anything, 
more than complimentary language of course. 

One great object of these resolves is, to effect a 
treaty with Great Britain, and we are told in the 
same breath that Great Britain is in the habit of 
breaking, not only the Law of Nations, but solemn 
treaty. 

But we are told a free trade, or rather a trade on 
principles of more reciprocity, is to be obtained by 
these regulations ; and that France gives us that 
reciprocity, and, of course, we ought to withdraw 
our trade from the English, and give it to France. 
If the markets of France, and the benefits of trade 
in her ports, exceed those of any other nation, our 
trade will go there of itself; if not, why force it? 
In this part of the argument, I request the liberty 
of treating both France and England merely as 
commercial nations, for, if commercial benefits are 
not found in the trade of two nations, I very much 
doubt the continuation of the trade, from princi- 
ples of friendship. 

What favors Z we receive from France, which 
will justify such an exertion to put down her rival 
and build her up? Our trade is at present under 
no very auspicious circumstances with France; 
even in the best of times, a merchant having esta- 
blished his correspondence there on the most 
favored footing, when he sent his cargo could 
draw bills for one-third of the amount, and they 
would be honored ; the remaining two-thirds, when 
sold, the American merchant would be advised he 
might draw for, but no interest allowed for the 
time the French merchant held the property ; but 
if the amount of bills drawn at first, exceeded the 
third part of sales, interest was charged. The 
English merchant would honor his American cor- 
respondent’s bills when accompanied by his bill of 
lading only, for the whole amount, and cargoes 
have often been purchased and the insurance, wa- 
ges, and the finding of the ship, have been paid out 
of the avails of her cargo, thus anticipated by bills 
before the voyage. This course of trade, as prac- 
tised by the two nations, needs no comment. Are 
the fabrics of the French better than the English? 
Is this a proper time to depend upon France for 
our articles of clothing, when she is convulsed to 
her centre by a war? And can any man suppose 
the Column established in Lyons, sacred to Liber- 
ty, is any more favorable to her manufactures than 
if no such Column had been there,and her manu- 
factures were increasing instead of diminishing? 
Does the Government of France admit us into her 
West Indies, with any favor peculiar tous? The 
act opening her West Indies was no more for us 
than the British act is against us; the fact is, neither 
of them cared for us, they each did what they 
thought would best promote their own interest. 

It these regulations are to unshackle our trade, 
why not leave it unshackled? The fetters are 








only changed from one side to the other, and 
France stamped upon them instead of England. 
The circumstance of heavily taxing our trade to 
Great Britain, for the sake of driving it to France, 
is a proof that it enjoys more freedom where it is. 
If it be true, that we injure ourselves in the first 
instance, by these restrictions, although Great Bri- 
tain deserves punishment, I have said we should 
be cautious how we sacrifice ourselves to a princi- 
ple of revenge. But it may be worth inquiry, 

ow much it is probable we can injure Great 
Britain? 

It is said, Great Britain depends upon the Unit- 
ed States for the bread of her manufacturers and 
the raw materials which employ them. It ought 
to be remarked here, that a principal complaint 
against Great Britain is, that she prohibits our 
bread-stuff, and this is a fact, except in times of 
scarcity. One would think, to hear the declara- 
tions in this House, that all men were fed at the 
openings of our hand, and if we shut that hand, 
the nations starve, and if we but shake the fist after 
it is shut, they die. This language, to say no more 
of it, will prove our origin to be British and that 
not long ago, for the same gentlemen say, the 
British nation is proud in the extreme. It is well 
known that the Dutch are in treaty with us, and 
of course are to be favored by the third resolution, 
which places all nations in treaty with us, ona 
footing of lower tonnage. It is likewise known 
that the English have as much ascendency over 
the Dutch as propriety would dictate. What 
would these restrictions do then, at best, but shape 
the course of our trade through Holland? Our 
trade might, perhaps, come more from the Texel 
than the Thames, but the names would constitute 
the chief difference. 

Spain and Portugal, in Europe, and their other 
Dominions, if once called upon by necessity, can 
raise bread-stuff to an unlimited amount. And if 
we refuse our provisions to the West Indies, would 
not Great Britain thank us for the bounty we should 
give, in that very act of denial to the Canadian 
country, which she is so rapidly filling, even with 
our own citizens? The provisions of every kind 
which may be raised there, no man can limit with 
any kind of certainty. But cannot Great Britain 
retaliate, and distress us in a commercial war? | 
will not enlarge upon this, it has already been 
shown that Great Britain can retaliate with ten- 
fold advantages. It is said, although she can injure 
us in part, she will suffer in the greatest degree, 
and that our sufferings will be spread nearly over 
the whole community, each will bear a part, but 
Great Britain will suffer in one entire class of citi- 
zens, her manufacturers, It will be but a poor 
consolation to our farmers at large, when they find 
themselves suffering, to inform them, that a very 
innocent set of men, the manufacturers of Great 
Britain, are suffering much more than they do ; and 
if they should clamor against Government, it would 
be an unsatisfactory answer to them, that there 
was a greater clamor, and even mob, in England. 

If the proposed duties are low, Great Britain 
certainly will not suffer. If they are high, what 
will be the consequences? It does not admit of 
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argument, that the people of this country must 
import many articles, from some foreign a 
we certainly cannot at once manufacture a suffi- 
ciency for our own consumption. It is equally 
certain, that, at present, no country on earth can 
supply us but GreatBritain: the consequence will 
be, that British — will get here, and the duties 
being high, will produce smuggling. Our mer- 
chants are now proverbial for a combination not 
to defraud the revenue; but, let your duties be 
high, and the practice of all other countries will 
be adopted—there will be associations to cheat 
your revenue; and this country, by its numerous 
and safe harbors, affords an unlimited opportunity 
to defraud the revenue with impunity. A tribute 
of praise is due to our merchants, for their exer- 
tions in the establishment and support of this Go- 
vernment; and, among their virtues, the punctual 
payment of duties is not the least. But I feel the 
impolicy of straining them too hard; an alienation 
from the Government, and hostility to the reve- 
nue, will be the probable consequence. 

Our shipping, it is said, will be increased: this 
can happen only by a failure of reducing Great 
Britain to terms. This is worthy of notice: Great 
Britain has gained in quantity of shipping by her 
Navigation Act; and, of course, say the gentle- 
men, it is proper for the United States to have a 
Navigation Act. Great Britain is an island filled 
with inhabitants, and, if not decreasing, has cer- 
tainly not increased in numbers for many years. 
The United States have a great extent of fertile 
territory, wholly unoccupied, and an increasing 
hardy yeomanry to cultivate it to the best advan- 
tage. Our shipping has rapidly increased, and has 
gained that point of equality and proportion with 
our agriculture which a just equilibrium of things 
demands; this is proved by the advanced price of 
our seamen’s wages. And, besides, there is no 
more capital to spare for navigation. Our farmers 
feel the benefit of a competition in the carrying- 
trade, and it is at least questionable whether it is 
yet politic to force foreigners out of this compe- 
tition. We have already, by our discrimination 
of tonnage in favor of our own vessels, and by 
the addition of ten per cent. on the cargoes of 
foreign vessels, nearly destroyed the competition, 
except to ports where it is difficult, if not impos- 
sible, for our vessels to go. With this view of the 
subject, I confess it is very doubtful in my mind 
whether an attempt to force an increase either of 
our shipping or manufactures, would be politic. 
At present, sir, I see no ground for revenging on 
Great Britain; and if there were, I can discern no 

obability of injuring her as much as ourselves, 

y the attempt; and a treaty has no flattering ap- 
pearance to me. One thing had escaped my at- 
tention; our treaties are, by the Constitution, the 
supreme law of the land. This ties us unequally, 
in case of treaty, as no nation is under equal obli- 
gations to fulfil a treaty. 

But, the gentlemen say, the Indian war exists, 
the Algerines are abroad on the sea, committing 
piracy on our trade, &c. | promised to consider 
these matters, as, in my mind, they are very seri- 
ous subjects; and one gentleman [Mr. Gites] has 
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| said, if these were removed out of sight, three- 
quarters of his argument must be lost. Is the 
Treaty of Peace, as it respects the Western posts, 
unexecuted? Is the Indian war instigated and 
supplied by the British nation, and are the Alge- 
rines, through the agency of the same nation, de- 
stroying our trade and enslaving our citizens? 
These are serious charges; if true, they deserve 
the attention of all men, and corti of this 
Committee. For the purposes of the present ar- 
gument, I will suppose that all those charges are 
specifically and directly proved; and by proof, 
here, will be understood, that the facts are so far 
within our knowledge that candor cannot hesitate 
in aconclusion. If 1 thought the resolutions un- 
der consideration were certain in the production 
of evil to ourselves, and very uncertain as it re- 
spected either our own future benefits or injury 
to Great Britain, what can I think of them asa 
remedy applicable to so much injury? When 
considering the question in this point of view, I 
am led to ask the gentlemen if they can be seri- 
ous, in supposing these resolutions are a proper, 
consistent, and adequate remedy, for evils of the 
nature and magnitude just recited? I acknow- 
ledge my own feelings are very different. If these 
statements are founded in fact, I cannot justify 
myself to my constituents, or my conscience, in 
saying the adoption of the regulations of com- 
merce, a Navigation Act, or the whole parade of 
shutting ports, and freeing trade of its shackles, 
is - any degree calculated to meet or remedy the 
evil. 

Although I deprecate war as the worst of ca- 
lamities for my country, yet I would inquire, seri- 
ously, whether we had fulfilled the Treaty on our 
part with Great Britain? Do complete justice to 
them first. I would negotiate as long and as far 
as patience ought to go; and if I found an obsti- 
nate denial of justice, 1 would then lay the hand 
of force upon the Western posts, and teach the 
world that the United States were no less prompt 
in commanding justice to be done them, than they 
had been patient and industrious in attempting to 
obtain it by fair and peaceable means. ,In this 
view of the subject, I should be led to say—Away 
with your milk-and-water regulations; they are 
too trifling to effect objects of such importance. 
Are the re to be frightened with paper re- 
solves, or the Indians to be subdued, or the West- 
ern posts taken, by commercial regulations? When 
we consider the subject merely as a commercial 
one, it goes too far, and attempts too much; but 
when considered as a war establishment, it falls 
infinitely short of the mark, and does too little. 

Mr. Bouptnot lamented the want of practical 
commercial knowledge, when called upon to give 
an opinion on subjects of so great magnitude and 
essential importance to this country. But it was 
with pleasure he took an opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the obligation he was under to the gentle- 
men who had gone before him, for their collection 
of facts, their calculations and strong reasoning, 
on the subject, by which his misfortune was 
greatly alleviated. The calm and dispassionate 
discussion of so great and interesting a question, 
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must be productive of great public advantage, as 
well as do great honor to this Committee. It was 
with the greatest attention that he had heard the 
various reasonings throughout this long debate. 
He had examined the facts, he had compared and 
applied the calculations, he had weighed every 
argument, and had endeavored to draw some final 
conclusions to direct his judgment. That which 
had made the most forcible impression on his 
mind, and was equally deducible from the argu- 
ments used by either side of the House, was, 
“that every wise nation, under the consideration 
of all circumstances, endeavored to make their 
own individual interest the pole-star by which to 
direct their conduct, whether of a political or 
commercial nature.” He observed, that it ap- 
peared to him as clear as any mathematical pro- 
position, that in all the commercial regulations of 
the nations of Europe, this one object influenced 
every action. This was plainly seen in all the 
favorable circumstances attending the arréts of 
France in our favor. This, and this alone, had 
nned every commercial restriction against us 
y Great Britain. From the whole, then, of the 
debate, without going into comparison of one na- 
tion and her conduct towards us with another, 
which sometimes led into invidious distinctions, 
Mr. B. said he had drawn this obvious and deter- 
minate conclusion—from the acknowledged atten- 
tion of old and wise nations to their own particu- 
lar interests, and which he should make the rule 
of his conduct on this great question—“to go and 
do likewise.” 

But, before he proceeded to the resolutions on 
the table, he thought proper to premise the pro- 
priety of laying out of the debate the charge of 
the enmity of Great Britain and the friendship of 
France, as far as either respected the former Go- 
vernment. Politicians and legislators should not 
indulge passion; the circumstances of the present 
Government were those that demanded their at- 
tention, and by going so far back, they would be 
exposed to greater mistakes. He said he had al- 
ready found it very easy to mistake or misappre- 
hend facts of an important nature, when relative 
to subjects that engage the passions as well as the 
judgment. 

Mr. B. said he was not desirous of becoming 
the panegyrist of Great Britain; he had known 
too much, he had felt too much, to execute such 
an office with propriety. He should not overvalue 
the friendship of France in the aid we had re- 
ceived from her, because he knew that it was not 
from the Nation, but the Monarch, that the whole 
of it was brought about. He knew that his sole 
motive was the best interests of his Crown, and 
that when he fought with us side by side he had 
fought his own battles in our country, instead of 
his own. It was interest that led America to ask, 
it was interest that led him to comply. But, not- 
withstanding circumstances of this nature, he was 
desirous that the whole truth should prevail. He 
did not approve of half truths, he wished the whole 
to be known. Great Britain had been repeatedly 
charged with originating the Indian war. She 
had been (it was said) always averse to entering 
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into a commercial treaty with us. These facts 
Mr. B. disputed; nay, he did not believe them. 
Gentlemen had founded many strong arguments 
upon them, but it would have been best first to 
have produced the evidence, to prove their ex- 
istence. As to the originating the Indian war; 
so far from its being originated by Great Britain, 
he knew that it had originated in the false policy 
of Congress, in 1783. This was no new idea; he 
had then foreseen it; he had then foretold it, with 
its consequences. He did not deny that the offi- 
cers and agents of Great Britain had since en- 
couraged and increased it; that they had not done 
what they ought to have done, to prevent it. They 
had claimed the right of aiding the Indians by 
presents: we, also, as a nation, had claimed the 
right of aiding the French Republic, in every 
way consistent with our neutrality. As to her 
being always averse to a commercial treaty, this 
also should be taken with some restriction. The 
facts should be truly stated. In September, 1779, 
Congress thought it prudent to authorize and in- 
struct their Commissioners to enter into a Com- 
mercial Treaty with Great Britain, in ease of a 
Peace. In July, 1781, when a negotiation for 
Peace was likely to take place, Congress, on the 
principle that our true commercial advantages 
were not well understood, thought it best to avoid 
all unnecessary European connexions; and, there- 
fore, in the month of July, 1781, repealed the 
Commissioners’ authority to enter into a Com- 
mercial Treaty, and withdrew their instructions. 
At this critical moment, when Great Britain had 
acceded to our Independence, and was impressed 
with the danger of losing our commerce, she came 
forward, and (if his information was right) pro- 
posed a Commercial Treaty, on rational and gene- 
rous terms, which, for want of authority, was re- 
fused by our Commissioners. To this source was 
the Proclamation of the King of Great Britain 
owing, by which we were cut off from the West 
India trade. Before this mistake could be recti- 
fied, our disunion as to commercial regulations, 
and weakness as to national objects, were fully 
known to Great Britain; since which, he believed, 
she had wholly omitted to enter into further treaty 
with us. 

He said he had carefully examined the Jour- 
nals of Congress as to the granting and repeal of 
the power of the Commissioners; but as to the 
offering and refusing the Commercial Treaty, he 
depended on a Confidential Letter he had received 
in 1783, and which was read in Congress the Ist 
of October of that year; and as he would not 
vouch for the authenticity of those facts, but 
chose that the Committee should have all the 
evidence he had, he would trouble them with 
reading the substance of it. Mr. B. then read 
some parts of a letter dated September 28, 1783, 
which in substance was— 


“T left Paris the 15th of June; the day before which 
Mr. Hartley had communicated to the American Pleni- 
potentiary and to me a despatch which he had received 
from Mr. Secretary Fox, authorizing Mr. Hartley to 
agree to a Treaty of Commerce, allowing a free trade 
to the West Indies to the vessels and citizens of the 
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United States, under the single restriction of not car- 
rying the produce of those Islands to Great Britain ; 
that Congress would best know the reasons that in- 
duced the Commissioners to object to that restriction, 
and which had eventually frustrated the expectation of 
a Commercial Treaty with Great Britain. And you 
will undoubtedly have seen the Proclamation, which, 
in consequence thereof, had been issued by His Britan- 
nic oe whereby the vessels of the United States 
are, in effect, precluded from all access to the British 
West Indies. But as the ultimate intentions of the 
British Minister on that subject appeared doubtful, and 
as it seemed highly important that they should be 
known to Congress as soon as possible, and as I had 
occasion on Friday, the 8th of August, to see my Lord 
North respecting a matter of private property, I availed 
myself of that opportunity of conversing thereon with 
his Lordship, who, with great apparent candor, told me, 
that the Proclamation and the principles of it would 
undoubtedly be adhered to during the continuance of 
the act of Parliament ; that Parliament must then de- 
termine respecting future measures; that the Naviga- 
tion Act had been the source and support of the Bri- 
tish naval power, and must not be infringed without 
urgent necessity ; that he was desirous of promoting a 
good understanding with the United States by all means 
compatible with the interest of Great Britain, but that 
the Americans, after making themselves independent, 
were unreasonable—desiring privileges which never 
had been granted to any independent people, especially 
as they appeared to have neither the inclination nor 
the ability to give any adequate advantages to Great 
Britain in return. I intimated the probability that the 
United States would retaliate, and prevent their pro- 
duce being carried to the West Indies in British ves- 
sels. ‘To which his Lordship replied, that the United 
States had doubtless the right to adopt such a measure, 
but in so doing they would necessarily deprive them- 
selves of the best, and indeed the only sufficient mar- 
ket for their produce ; obstruct the growth, agriculture, 
and prosperity of their own country, and injure them- 
selves much more than they could possibly injure Great 
Britain. That in war, Great Britain was exposed to 
much expense and difficulty in defending her West 
India Colonies, and at all times giving them exclusively 
the benefit of her market, depriving herself in their 
favor of the advantage of purchasing the sugars, &c. 
of other countries, and thereby enabling British West 
India planters to obtain higher prices for their produce 
than the planters of any other nation; and that unless 
Great Britain, in return for these favors, could exclu- 
sively enjoy the benefits of their navigation, it would, 
in his private opinion, be much better to let them be- 
come independent, like the United States. His Lord- 
ship did not request, and I presume he did not expect 
I would keep this conversation a secret, and you are at 
liberty to communicate it to Congress; though as I do 
not wish to be cited on political subjects, I beg it may 
be confined to that honorable body. I indeed thought 
it expedient, before I left London, to write an account 
of it to the American Plenipotentiary in Paris,” &c. 
Mr. B. then proceeded, and said, that these facts 
had convinced him that the charge was too gene- 
ral, especially as by the late communications we 
are informed that a negotiation was now again in 
train on the same subject. That in his opinion 
Great Britain had enough to answer for that was 
justly chargeable to her account, without relying 
on bare suggestions without proof. Her breach 
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of the Treaty by carrying away our negroes, con- 
trary to the express words, and withholding the 
posts, without a shadow of excuse, are sufficient 
evidence of her want of public faith; but let us 
not found our acts on those facts, which, if in- 
quired into, we cannot support. Mr. B. observed, 
that he had made these observations to remind 
gentlemen that though this nation had at times 
done us wrong, yet that we had not been without 
fault: therefore, he added, let us dispassionately 
consider the resolution on the table, on the prin- 
ciple of our present situation among the nations, 
or as it has been, since our present Government. 
It cannot be denied that our trade has been ina 
flourishing condition ever since the year 1790. 
Let any gentleman who doubts this cast his eye 
on the Reports from the Treasury Office for seve- 
ral years past: it is fast pressing to perfection. 

Mr. B. was of opinion with the gentleman who 
had gone before him, that it was possible to carry 
our navigation too far, when considered in pro- 
portion to our agricultural interest; but that point 
was yet to come. He acknowledged that since 
the late war in Europe, we had been the suffer- 
ers; that our ships had been piratically despoiled 
(if he might be allowed the expression) by the 
privateers of England, Spain, and France; that 
our citizens justly looked up to their Government 
for protection and recompense. The usual esta- 
blished mode among civilized nations was, in the 
first instance, remonstrance and negotiation; this 
was not the duty of the Representatives of the 
people, but belonged to another department: we 
were officially informed that this was done, a ne- 

otiation was on foot, and our Executive officer 
had fixed the 1st day of December last, when our 
Minister at the Court of London was to give a 
positive and decided account of the state of the 
negotiation. Would it then be prudent for the 
Committee, until the issue of that negotiation is 
known, to interfere, or perhaps run counter to our 
Executive? The departments of Government 
should be kept separate, and not one counteract 
the other. 

He at length adverted to the resolution before 
the Committee, and said it consisted of two parts: 
one relative to higher duties on the manufactures 
of foreign nations not having any treaty with us, 
the other to further restrictions on the shipping of 
those nations. To these, then, Mr. B. said he 
would confine himself, and thereby greatly narrow 
the debate. The first inquiry that obviously pre- 
sented itself, in order to determine the effect, is, 
On whom will these higher duties fall? The ge- 
neral principle agreed on all hands is, that the 
consumer pays the duty. The citizens of the 
United States are the consumers; the citizens of 
the United States must, therefore, pay the higher 
duties. This reasoning proceeds on the fact that 
our citizens purchase the manufactures. The ar- 
ticles mentioned are either necessaries or superflu- 
ities: if necessaries, our citizens must have them; 
if superfluities, as freemen they will have them, if 
they choose them; they will lay out their money 
as they please, unless restricted by laws founded 
on the true interests of the nation. But it may 
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be said that they may be supplied from home ma- 
nufactures, or from nations in alliance with us. 
The first cannot be true, as will be evident from 
the present state of our manufactures. The sup- 
ply equal, or bearing any reasonable proportion 
to the demand, is impossible for many, many years 
to come. As to other nations, it may fairly be 
said, with regard to the supply, that France and 
Holland are the only nations that can be contem- 

lated. It would be cruel in the extreme to put 

rance to the test, under her present critical and 
distressing situation. She has called all her citi- 
zens into the field; if any can be spared, it must 
be for the purpose of her agriculture, or the manu- 
facture of arms alone. It would expose her to the 
charge of inability, without giving her the chance 
of a fair experiment. Every gentleman on the 
floor knows that Holland, independently consider- 
ed, has no possible way of yielding us a supply. 
If she does it, it must be as a medium between 
Great Britain and us; so that, directly or indi- 
rectly, we should receive the supply from Great 
Britain, which would evade the intended effect of 
the measure. The next inquiry is, How will in- 
creasing the duties on our own citizens affect the 
Government of Great Britain, so as to accomplish 
the desired end? If their manufacturers obtain 
their price—if their merchants receive their com- 
missions, how will it affect them, that our citizens 
pay high duties on the articles here before they 
are consumed? It may be answered, by lessening 
the consumption ; by increasing our own manu- 
factures ; by encouraging other nations to cease a 
competition in our markets. If we judge ffom 
past experience, our habits of economy are not 
such as will produce this effect to any considera- 
ble purpose. Our citizens seldom refuse gratify- 
ing themselves on account of a difference of six 
pence or a shilling in the yard; if they earn 
their money hardly, they will spend it at their 
pleasure. During the late war we know the prices 
were increased one hundred per cent.; yet neither 
the obligation of law, the love of their country, or 
even, in some cases, the risk of life, will deter from 
gratifying themselves in the enjoyment of foreign 
manufactures. The increase of our home manu- 
factures is a most desirable object ; and there was 
no gentleman of the Committee more desirous of 
promoting them than he was. But this could 
only be accomplished by time. It was a progres- 
sive work, and was now hastening to perfection 
as fast as was compatible with a due attention to 
agriculture; but no gentleman would pretend to 
say that even the hope of a competent supply was 
rational for many years to come; nay, he verily 
believed that, if all the wool of the fifteen States 
was brought together, it would not afford a supply 
of woollens for one State. But it was proper to 
look to the encouragement already given to our 
manufactures. The importations of the United 
States amounted to twenty millions of dollars; 
the duties already laid amount to four millions; 
this, on an average, was twenty per cent. This 
was a very serious duty, indeed; and, though 
principally designed to raise a revenue, yet it also 
acted as bounties to our manufactures ; and, when 
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added to the freight, insurance, commissions, and 
interest, paid by the importer of foreign manufac- 
tures, every gentleman must conclude that our 
citizens would not patiently submit to greater 
burdens without the most obvious necessity. He 
added, that, if the specific articles referred to in 
the resolutions were individually considered, the 
duties would amount to about fifteen per cent. 
when imported in foreign bottoms, which would 
be found very heavy on those articles, and sufli- 
cient to encourage our home manufactures con- 
sistently with the ease of the citizens. Do not 
these duties already bear a sufficient proportion to 
the capitals of our merchants? Some gentlemen 
have objected to the easy credit afforded our mer- 
chants in Great Britain, and yet, in the same 
breath, are for demanding the small capitals of 
their own, in duties, and refuse them the advan- 
tage of foreign capitals, where they can be ob- 
tained. He confessed he was not convinced of 
the dangers arising from public credit which were 
so warmly urged by the gentleman from Virginia. 
When he looked at that gentleman, and attended 
to the zeal he diacovenst in what he thought so 
essential to the welfare of his country, it afforded 
an answer to every objection so ably supported 
by him. The gentleman had acknowledged and 
lamented the prevalence of credit, and that from 
Great Britain. In the State he came from, he 
said it universally prevailed, and had its effect on 
the importing merchant; from him to the coun- 
try shop-keeper, and thence to the farmer: so that 
the dependence on the merchant in Great Britain 
was to be feared through every part of the com- 
munity, and the most dangerous influence of Eng- 
lish polities was to be dreaded. But was there a 
State in the Union where the policy of Great 
Britain was reprobated more than in the State of 
Virginia ? as not the conduct of that gentle- 
man, in the present debate, as well as that of his 
colleagues, full proof that the credit he complained 
of did not produce the fatal effects he feared ? 
Was not Virginia the largest, and, if we might 
judge from her visible capital, (slaves,) the richest 
State in the Union? And yet she had always 
been in the habit of unbounded credit in Great 
Britain. 

Mr. B. then reminded the Committee of the 
nature of the trade with Great Britain. Did the 
British merchant bring his manufactures and offer 
them for sale in this country? No; the Ameri- 
can merchant employed the merchant in England 
to purchase of the manufacturers, on a commis- 
sion of five or ten per cent. The goods were ex- 
ported at the risk of the American merchant ; and 
whether the consumer paid a high or low duty on 
them, on their arrival in this country, was a mat- 
ter of but secondary consideration to the British 
merchant. Mr. B., then, observing on the patri- 
otic conduct of our merchants with regard to their 
obedience to the revenue laws, which he thought 
did them greater honor than could be claimed by 
those of any other country, warned the Commit- 
tee against carrying the matter too far; he warned 
them not to make it the best trade on fair calcu- 
lation, that one merchant could pursue, to defraud 
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the Government of the duties. When once smug- 

ling became a business which the merchants ge- 
nerally thought themselves justified in, it would 
be like powerful assailants getting possession of a 
strong fortress: it would not be easy to dislodge 
them. It was out of the power of laws to prevent 
smuggling, if the merchants once determined to 
adopt it. He said he had carefully avoided saying 
anything about the Algerines, because, although 
in his private opinion he thought circumstances 
bore hard against Great Britain, yet, as a legis- 
tor, he could not lay his finger on the evidence, 
and say this or that proves the fact; and, as he 
believed some facts had been mistaken, he was 
afraid of acting without adequate proof. Besides, 
although he was at first affected by the sugges- 
tion, yet, on carefully investigating the process of 
the business, he thought he could see reasons 
which might render it possible that Great Britain 
had a good excuse for her conduct, independent 
of American considerations. Every gentleman 
knows that Holland had a considerable trade with 
Portugal, which she was obliged to carry on with 
a convoy of men-of-war, on account of the Alge- 
rines. Portugal had three or four ships continu- 
ally cruising on the same account. Great Britain 
— these States) was engaged in a war with 

rance, whose fleet, notwithstanding all her diffi- 
culties, was rather superior to that of Great Bri- 
tain. It became then a considerable object with 
Great Britain to emancipate these ships of her 
allies from other services, so as to operate with 
her in the common cause. Again, it was possible 
that Great Britain, by promoting this truce with 
Holland and Portugal, might find it easier to per- 
suade the Algerines to declare war against France, 
the common enemy; this, we are told, has been 
accomplished ; and, if so, must have been a con- 
siderable object with Great Britain. If, then, 
these reasons might have operated with Great 
Britain without respect to America, we ought at 
least to wait till we are better acquainted with 
facts, and this we may soon reasonably expect 
from our foreign Ministers, especially when we 
are officially told that the British agent who ac- 
complished this truce had not heard from his 
Court for eighteen months. 

On the whole, Mr. B. observed that, while the 
duties already laid on the farmer, mechanic, 
laborer, and other citizens of the United States, 
were sufficiently high for the support of Govern- 
ment and the protection and encouragement of 
our home manufactures, while higher duties must 
in the end fall on those who are already oppressed 
with those duties that are necessary; while our 
citizens cannot avoid the duties by a supply from 
home manufactures, or those of foreign nations in 
alliance with us; while he was of opinion that 
nations not in alliance cannot be affected by duties 
paid by our citizens, he did not think this the time 
to increase the duties on articles which must be 
consumed in the United States, for purposes which 
it cannot clearly and indubitably be proved will 
answer very essential and important ends to our 
Government and its citizens. As to the second 
object of the resolution, he had been always of 
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opinion that it is the true way of accomplishing 
the ends proposed. He had ever joined the gen- 
tleman who brought this forward, in considering 
the regulating of foreign shipping a principle of 
great importance to the interest of the United 
States; and, whenever an answer shall be ob- 
tained from our Minister abroad, by which the 
state of the present negotiation shall appear to be 
unfavorable to the United States, he would be 
ready to enter fully into the measure, and hoped 
then there would be a perfect unanimity in that 
Committee, which would greatly insure the effi- 
cacy of the measure. But as there was reason to 
expect the issue of the negotiation in a short time. 
he should be unwilling to agree to any measure 
of this nature having a principle of retaliation for 
its object, till the real grievance could be known, 
and of course the Committee better capable of 
judging of the adequate remedy. He was averse 
from forcing any nation into a commercial treaty 
with us. It ought to be a voluntary act; and he 
was for allowing the same freedom of action to 
other nations we claimed for ourselves. But 
when we could not obtain a reciprocity of bene- 
fits, he thought we had the undoubted right of 
conferring a reciprocity of restrictions. His idea 
was, when we did proceed on this principle, we 
should make old and wise nations our example, 
and copy their acts. This could give no reasona- 
ble offence; but, if offence was taken, the answer 
would be obvious and convincing. Great Britain, 
by her commercial regulations, had risen to power 
and opulence; this gave us a right to copy her 
example; and, whenever the Executive gave us 
information that negotiation was ineffectual, he 
was ready to pursue this remedy, as the only salu- 
tary and effectual one; but, as this period had not 
yet arrived, he should wait with some degree of 
patience for the issue, which, as a friend to both 
countries, he hoped would be a favorable one, and 
should accordingly vote, for the present, against 
the resolution now before the Committee. 

After Mr. Boupinor had spoken, Mr. Ames 
rose, and remarked that it had been repeatedly 
asserted, in a vague manner, that our commerce 
is unfavorably situated; he wished the specific 
grievances stated, and the facts on which they are 
said to be founded vouched for. One fact is worth 
a dozen theories. 

Mr. Nicuo.as was astonished that the gentle- 
man possessed so little American feeling as so 
often to repeat the inquiry he had just made, or 
that he should attempt to divert the attention of 
the Committee by a frivolous distinction between 
commercial and political considerations. The 
friends of the resolutions had supposed it unneces- 
sary to enumerate; they conceived that every 
American must feel the wrongs we suffer, and 
they offered the resolution as a counter-terror. It 
appeared, however, that they were mistaken, and 
must be under the necessity of enumerating griev- 
ances ; it is necessary to tell the gentleman of the 
hostilities of the savages on our frontiers, of the 
murder of our citizens, and plunder of our settle- 
ments; he must be told of the commercial advan- 
tages wrested from our hands by that mean policy 
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which lets loose the Algerines upon our defence- 
less merchantmen. He hoped it would be allowed 
that this is a commercial as well as political in- 
jury. He enumerated the other injurious restric- 
tions imposed on our trade by Great Britain, con- 
trary to the Law of Nations and every color of 
right, and then said, that since we suffer in blood 
and treasure, it becomes proper to inquire whether 
we can best resist with arms, or by making regu- 
lations in the spirit of those proposed, the effects 
of which will be felt by them in the distresses of 
their subjects. The Committee had been told by 
gentlemen who opposed the resolutions, how in- 
capable we are of supporting any but a defensive 
war; our only alternative, then, is something like 
the resolutions—that is, to withdraw from them at 
least the sustenance they receive from us. 

Some gentlemen had, to be sure, reduced this 
question to very narrow ground, when they chose 
to throw on one side as inapplicable the injuries 
we suffer from Indians and Algerines, and the in- 
juries our commerce endures from pointed com- 
mercial regulations; and, when all these are put 
out of the question, they triumphantly ask, where 
are your grievances? They go further, and at- 
tempt to show that America is as favored, ina 
commercial point of view, as she has a right to 
expect. The regulations against us in the West 
Indies are not grievances, because they are of an 
ancient date, that they are part of an uniform sys- 
tem, and that there is nothing in them particularly 
pointed at Americans. This, he believed, is a 
mistake; there is an express law, since the year 
1780, excluding all articles from the West Indies, 
unless carried there under particular circum- 
stances and in British vessels. This is an injury 
strictly commercial. In answer to a remark that 
British credit in Virginia does not appear to have 
generated British influence, he observed, that the 
natural jealousy of, and aversion to foreigners, 
who do almost all the commercial business in that 
State, naturally counteracts the influence of that 
credit; but, where no such counteracting cause 
exists—where mercantile transactions are carried 
on by natives, assisted by foreign credit—there, he 
believed, the natural dependence of borrower on 
lender gave deep root to that influence. But the 
measures proposed do not go to the destruction of 
credit, but only tend to prevent its abuse. It has 
been said that Spain and Portugal could supply 
Great Britain and her dependencies with grain 
and flour. He wondered at the argument being 
brought forward, as it is notorious that those coun- 
tries are among our best markets for those com- 
modities. 

A commercial treaty with Great Britain, it is 
said, is not desirable, because that we have with 
France is not beneficial. Gentlemen should re- 
collect the date of that treaty; that, when it was 
made, we had not much to give, and therefore not 
a right to expect much. The Committee had 
been told that France had cheated us when they 
made the treaty with us, because it imposes some 
hardships now she is at war. This is owing toa 
contingency unforeseen at the time of making the 
treaty ; and, if we had been involved in war first, 


Commerce of the United States. 


[ January, 1794, 
it, with as much propriety, might have been said 
that we had cheated them. Much had been said 
on the propriety of permitting trade to regulate 
itself. He ieoaniol: of the position; but when 
restrictions are laid on one side, to restore the 
equilibrium contrary restrictions must be laid. 
We have no reasonable hope of a repeal of those 
injurious restrictions, or a redress of grievances 
from Great Britain. Ata time when these were 
a subject of negotiation, she has let loose the Al- 
gerines upon us. What, then, are we to expect 
as the issue of those negotiations? Would an in- 
dividual in similar circumstances expect an ami- 
cable settlement? In the existing state and na- 
ture of the grievances we complain of, it is extra- 
vagance in the extreme to expect they can be 
settled by negotiation. When matters are doubt- 
ful, recourse is had to amicable settlement ; but if 
aman stabs my wife or child, will I call on him 
to explain himself? No, I will have recourse to 
my power over him, and procure satisfaction. 
The extent and nature of the injuries we experi- 
ence put all negotiation out of the question. He 
dwelt on the propriety of the regulations, as the 
best weapons in our power to obtain satisfaction. 
He then took notice of the allusion Mr. Dexter 
had made to the body politic, comparing it with 
the natural body, and contended that our body 
politic, cramped by British trammels, will not ac- 
quire the strength it is calculated to acquire as 
speedily as if they were removed. He adverted 
to the unnatural state of our commerce with the 
British West Indies, which, though dependent on 
us for necessaries, give us laws, and say we shall 
not carry those necessaries in our own bottoms, 
except when they are in fear of famine. He then 
went into a comparative view of the ability of the 
United States to support a commercial conflict 
with Great Britain, and bring her to reasonable 
terms, and showed how sensibly a diminution in 
our consumption of their manufactures would 
affect her, and excite a rivalship here and in 
France, to afford a sufficient supply. The distress 
we should occasion, it had been said, would induce 
Great Britain to go to war with us. The mis- 
chief would spring from them, from their obsti- 
nate adherence to the measures she had adopted 
to our injury. Some members of the Committee 
had insisted that the resolutions are a dishonora- 
ble mode of resisting, and a mean mode of making 
an attack, that is, that we are to give out of our 
own hands the weapons with which we can fight, 
and take up those which we cannot wield. He 
concluded with some observations on Great Bri- 
tain’s present backwardness to make a treaty of 
commerce with us; indeed, he wondered how we 
could expect a treaty from a nation that trampled 
on our or rights, and how we could wish 
one, with a nation which persisted in not execut- 
ing some of the most important points in the last. 

Mr. Dayton remarked, that the injuries we 
have received from Great Britain had been painted 
in very strong colors; and when a remedy is pro- 
posed, it turns out to be only a set of regulations 
on —m the insolence of Britain is contrasted 
with American weakness. If we really labor 
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under wrongs, something more effectual than the 
measures proposed should be contemplated ; but 
first it is our daty to endeavor to obtain redress by 
pacific means, and before irritating measures are 
adopted, we should be well assured that redress 
has been refused. 

_ Mr. Mapison saw no ground to hope for redress 
from negotiation; we must be satisfied that that 
resource has failed. He could not see, admitting 
we are injured, that we are bound, by honor or 
prudence, to resent the injury by the last appeal 
toarms. It is best, he conceived, to try whether 
a more pacific weapon may not prove even more 
effectual. We can make use of none against 
Great Britain more effectual than commercial 
weapons; in that part (their commerce) that 
country is most vulnerable. He thought this the 
most eligible time for the exercise of those means 
most clearly in our power. 

Mr. Smi.ie read a passage as to the negotiation 
now pending between the Government of Ameri- 
ca and that of England, from the volume of papers 
relative to Britain lately printed by order of Con- 
gress. It iscontained ina Letter dated 7th of Sep- 
tember last, from Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Pinckney, 
American Minister in London, and is in these 
words: 


“ The President, therefore, desires that you will im- 
mediately enter into explanations on this subject with 
the British Government. Lay before them, in friendly 
and temperate terms, all the demonstrations of the in- 
jury done us by this act, and endeavor to obtain a revo- 
cation of it, and full indemnification to any citizens of 
these States who may have suffered by it in the mean 
time. Accompany your representations with every as- 
surance of our earnest desire to live on terms of the best 
friendship and harmony with them, and to found our 
expectations of justice on their part on a strict observ- 
ance of it on ours. 

“Tt is with concern, however, I am obliged to ob- 
serve, that, so marked has been the inattention of the 
British Court to every application which has been made 
to them on any subject by this Government, (not a sin- 
gle answer, I believe, having ever been given to one of 
them, except in the act of exchanging a Minister,) that 
it may become unavoidable, in certain cases, where an 
answer of some sort is necessary, to consider their si- 
lence as an answer. Perhaps this is their intention ; 
still, however, desirous of furnishing no color of offence, 
we do not wish you to name to them any term for giv- 
ing an answer. Urge one as much as you can without 
commitment, and, on the first day of December, be so 
good as to give us information of the state in which 
this matter is, that it may be received during the session 
of Congress.” 


Mr. 8. inferred that very little was to be hoped 
for of that nature. 

The Committee now rose, and had leave to sit 
again. 





Saturpay. January 25. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 


reign countries— 

Mr. Cvark said, the time of the Committee had 
been taken up for seven days in debating this 
question, and yet there appeared to be as little 
prospect of ene to a decision as there was 
at the beginning. He believed there could hardly 
be mentioned an instance of any public body pro- 
tracting a discussion for so long a time, for what 
purpose he could not understand, unless it was the 
passion of members to see their speeches published 
in the newspapers. For his part, he seldom made 
long speeches, nor did he take the trouble to write 
them for the newspapers. He did not see any 
very material advantage that the business of the 
public received from this waste of time, and he 
therefore had hoped to see the Committee come 
to an issue on the question. His hopes, however, 
he feared, were in vain; for, on looking around, 
he could perceive that several members were get- 
ting themselves in readiness to deliver more fine 
speeches; and, since it would be impossible to 
prevent them, he would not at present waste any 
more of their time by making a speech for the 
printers; indeed, they generally publish his opin- 
ions very erroneously when they made a speech 
for him. Before he sat down, however, he re- 
marked that most of the members had made up 
their minds how to vote at the commencement of 
the debate; and, therefore, he thought the waste 
of time was the more inexcusable, as he was 
nearly certain that no proselytes would be made 
either on the one side or the other. Under these 
impressions, he would sit down patiently, and, 
since he could not mend the matter, he would 
join in helping to pass away the time by listening 
to some of those gentlemen who seemed so impa- 
tient and felt so big with their speeches that they 
would burst, he feared, should he stand up any 
longer to prevent their delivery. 

Mr. Hittuovss, in replying to Mr.Cuark, said, 
that it was the right of every gentleman to assign 
the reasons for his public conduct, if he saw pro- 
per. For his part, he did not wish to consume 
much of the time of the Committee. He was not 
in the habit of making long speeches, and, though 
he could not charge the member last up with ex- 
hausting the patience of the House, yet he never 
failed of exercising a right which he now appeared 
to wish to deprive others of ; but, notwithstanding 
the remarks of the gentleman, Mr. H. said he 
thought it his duty not to give a silent vote on a 
subject of such magnitude. He had heard with 
pleasure, and had been much instructed by the 
observations that had been made, and wished to 
hear what further might be said on a subject that 
might affect the most important interests of his 
country. For some time past he had, from his 
own observation, from the high price which our 
eae had borne, and the great demand there 

ad been for it in the markets, from the pressing 
demand for seamen, and from the concurrent tes- 
timony of merchants and people of every occupa- 
tion, been led to believe that the commerce of the 
United States was in a most prosperous train. 
He had no reason to suspect his opinion ull those 
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resolutions were brought forward. They sur- 
prised him the more as coming from a quarter of 
the country from which he least expected any 
thing of the kind, and from which, only two ses- 
sions since, opposition was made to measures 
which had the same object in view, so far as re- 
spects the encouragement of navigation and ma- 
nufactures ; because it was said that such encou- 
ragement, though it operated to the advantage of 
the Eastern, was a direct tax on the Southern 
States. This made him less solicitous, at that 
time, to urge measures that might have an un- 
equal operation on the different parts of the Union. 
What great event has turned up since to work 
this extraordinary change? He supposed the 
gentleman must have discovered some great im- 
sitions and embarrassments on our trade, which 
ad escaped his attention. He had therefore lis- 
tened with great attention to hear them pointed 
out. As to theories, he thought they ought not to 
be attempted, but in extreme cases, unless the ob- 
ject was important and its attainment certain. 

e had inquired into the restrictions laid by Great 
Britain on the commerce of the United States, 
and, from that inquiry, as well as from the report 
of the Secretary of State, he found that the same 
restrictions are laid on other nations; that there 
is no marked distinction against us; but that the 
United States enjoyed many and great advanta- 
ges over other nations. He thought it unneces- 
sary to go into a particular detail of those advanta- 

es, as the other gentleman had already done it. 

e therefore was of opinion that, to adopt the 
measure now under consideration, would be ha- 
zarding those advantages for the uncertain chance 
of obtaining something which was only in pros- 
pect. 

A gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gites] had 
mentioned the discriminating favoritism of Britain 
to other neutral Powers, viz: Denmark and Swe- 
den, which was the only instance that even the 
ingenuity of that gentleman, so sagacious in find- 
ing out difficulties, could point out in the naviga- 
tion laws or commercial regulations of Great Bri- 
tain, in which any discrimination was made to 
the disadvantage of the United States; and even 
that is not one of which wecan complain. It was 
a regulation adopted in consequence of her present 
situation, as being in a state of war, and not for 
commercial purposes. The article complained of 
is in these words: 

“That it shall be lawful for the commanders of his 
Majesty’s ships of war and privateers that have or may 
have letters of marque against France, to seize all ships, 
whatever be their cargoes, that shall be found attempt- 
ing to enter any blockaded port, and to send the same 
for condemnation, together with their cargoes, except 
the ships of Denmark and Sweden, which shall only be 
prevented from entering on the first attempt, but, on 
the second, shall be sent in for condemnation likewise.”’ 


This article needs no other comment or justifi- 
cation than to read the remark of the Secretary 
of State, in his Letter to the British Minister on 
this subject: 

“We conjectured, but did not before certainly 
know, that the distinction which the instructions make 
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between Denmark and Sweden, on the one hand, and 
the United States on the other, in the cases of vessels 

bound to ports blockaded, was, on the principle ex- 

plained by you, that it was yielded to those countries 

by treaty, it is not unfriendly to refuse to us, because 

not yielded to us by treaty. I shall not contest the 

right of the principle, as a right to its reciprocity ne- 

cessarily results to us.” 

And it is upon this ground that our conduct in 
admitting French privateers and prizes into our 
ports, and excluding those of Great Britain, is jus- 
tifiable. If, then, the advocates for the resolutions 
cannot find out any instance in which Great Bri- 
tain has made discriminations to our advantage, 
and many instances are shown in which we en- 
joy advantages beyond the most favored nations, 
can we complain 

The United States have not a sufficient number 
of ships to become the carriers of her own pro- 
duce, and he much doubted whether the time was 
come when it would be for the advantage of the 
United States to extend their navigation so far as 
to answer that purpose ; and, should an imprudent 
adoption of these resolutions deprive us of British 
vessels, our produce would perish on our hands. 
Since we have not shipping equal to the carriage 
of our whole exports, we can surely find sufficient 
employment for those we have, independent of 
the trade to the British West India Islands, and, 
though it would be a desirable thing to be admit- 
ted into that trade, yet is that an object of so much 
importance that we could be justified in hazarding 
the most important interests of our country to ob- 
tain it? If the advancement of our navigation 
and manufactures is the real object, why adopt 
the discriminating quality? Is it not putting us 
in the power of other nations, and giving them 
great advantages, without an equivalent ? 

Since it is admitted that we do not enjoy any 
special advantage from any commercial treaty we 
now have, it is my opinion that, if any regulations 
are adopted, they ought to be general. If any na- 
tion wishes for an exemption, and will give us an 
equivalent, we can secure it to them by treaty. 
If we secure to them the exemption by law. they 
will be under no inducement to grant it as an 
equivalent. France, whose interest is intended to 
be advanced, has never come forward and request- 
ed such a discrimination. Why, then, should we 
do it unsolicited? Ought we to return the late 
generous and friendly conduct of Portugal by ex- 
tending the discrimination to that nation? The 
gentleman who brought forward the resolutions 
seemed to be sensible of the impropriety of such 
a measure, and therefore proposed to draw a line 
which should exclude that Kingdom. This would 
point the resolutions so directly against Great Bri- 
tain that it would be much better to come out in 
an open and manly way, and call her by name, 
than to do it in this indirect mode. 

He closed his remarks on this part of his argu- 
ment by saying that it was a question that admit- 
ted of some doubt whether the commerce of the 
United States was not at present in as prosperous 
a Situation as was for the interest of the country ; 
and whether it would be for the general welfare 
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to give it a greater stimulus than it now had, SO 
as to divert the young men and farmers’ sons from 
other occupations, and especially that of agricul- 
ture, and by that means, under the pretence of en- 
couraging navigation, todoareal injury to America? 

He said he would now bestow a few observa- 
tions on the political considerations which are 
urged to induce the adoption of these resolutions ; 
and a gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gites] has 
told us that three-quarters of his arguments and 
inducements for adopting them are derived from 
that quarter. Say the gentlemen, the Treaty of 
Peace has never been complied with on the part 
of Great Britain. They excited a savage war on 
our frontiers and Algerine depredations on our 
commerce. 

These are serious evils, that readily address 
themselves to our passions, and any attempts to 
palliate or lessen their influence could not, he was 
sensible, meet with a very favorable reception. 
When we are, however, called upon to deliberate 
upon great national concerns, which involve both 
the honor and most important interests of our 
country, we ought to examine with the cool, de- 
liberate eye of a judge, and not under the influence 
of passion. That Great Britain has violated the 
treaty, does not admit a doubt, and that she was 
also the first to violate; but, if we look at home, 
shall we not have the candor to own that we have 
also violated that treaty? Do not some of the 
public officers admit that we have? There are 
mutual complaints, and the Executive has put 
them in a train of negotiation ; and, as the various 
acts of the State Legislatures, by the adop- 
tion of this Government, has opened the Federal 
Courts in an honorable manner to the claims of 
British subjects, the principal ground of complaint 
against the United States has been removed. And 
the able and masterly manner in which the Se- 
cretary of State has arranged and brought up the 
matter, he flattered himself, would satisfy the 
Court of Great Britain, and induce a full compli- 
ance with the treaty on their part, he thought 
the matter was reduced to such a situation that 
she could not withhold her compliance. A letter 
has been sent to the British Court, through her 
Minister, on the subject, to which no answer has 
yet been received; and one gentleman has gone 
so far as to call the delay a fresh insult. He 
thought that candor required that we should ad- 
mit that the reason they had given for this delay 
had some weight. Have not we ourselves con- 
sidered Great Britain as being in a very critical 
situation? Has not that, in fact, been the case ? 
Have they not considered the Government itself 
as being in danger? If a man’s house was on fire, 
was it to be cd rene that his attention could be 
engaged in regulating the mere unimportant con- 
cerns of his family? Surely no candid man will 
say that the Government of Great Britain is very 
criminal for having delayed an answer to those 
representations which have been forwarded from 
this country. It could not be expected that they 
would instantly lay aside all their great national 
concerns to decide upon them. It does not seem 
to have been expected by the Executive. 
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He noticed in the PresipENt’s instructions to 
Mr. Pinckney, he was directed not to commit him- 
self by ill-timed or too ardent demands. He was 
to urge @n answer as much as possible, without 
commitment, and, on the first day of December, 
to give information of the state in which the mat- 
ter was. The time in which we might expect an 
answer has not yet arrived. We ought to wait a 
reasonable time. If the answer should be unfa- 
vorable, and all hopes of success from negotiation 
should fail, and there should be no prospect ofa 
compliance with the treaty on the part of Great 
Britain, it will then be time enough to bring the 
subject under consideration. He wished to Rave 
it fairly brought up, unconnected with any other 
matter, and such measures adopted as should be 
judged best, upon mature deliberation, and after 
deeply weighing every circumstance. At present, 
the subject appeared to him to be prematurely 
brought forward. 

The Indian war is also charged upon Great 
Britain, and that is urged as a reason for adopting 
these resolutions. as any member produced 
any evidence? are we possessed of any proof to 
support this charge? It is an important principle 
of a free Government that no man shall be con- 
demned unheard. If we admit this principle in 
regard to an individual, why not allow it to a na- 
tion? Have.we ever charged Great Britain as 
being the instigator of those injuries we have ex- 

erienced from the depredations committed on the 
inhabitants of our Western frontiers by the sava- 
ges? It has been supposed by some that a part at 
least was chargeable upon our own inhabitants on 
the frontiers. Shall we, without having remon- 
strated, wage war with Great Britain? Surely 
we ought to demand satisfaction before we attempt 
to retaliate or make reprisals. 

The Algerine war (he said) was another ground 
of complaint against Great Britain. It is said to 
have been brought about by her artifices. He 
was aware (he said) it would be unpopular to di- 
vert the resentment that had been excited on this 
account; but his situation made it his duty to ex- 
amine the subject, which he had done, and could 
discover nothing in the conduct of Great Britain 
in this business which was inconsistent with the 
Law of Nations; and, although the United States 
may feel a present smart, yet we ought not to let 
our momentary feelings lead us to a decision which 
may be attended with serious consequences. Great 
Britain is, and for a long time has been, in close 
alliance and friendship with Portugal and Hol- 
land. They are in some measure dependent on 
her. They are now combined in one common 
cause against France. Great Britain, therefore, 
in making a truce with the Algerines, for Portu- 
gal and Holland, has done no more than to set her 
allies free from the depredations of pirates, in or- 
der that the whole force of those nations might 
be in a better situation to be called into action, if 
necessary, against their common enemy. Were 
either of these nations under any obligation to 
block up the Algerines for us? It is true, we suf- 
fer by it, but have we any right to complain? 
There is no evidence that Great Britain was in- 
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fluenced by motives hostile to us; other reasons 
can be assigned for her conduct; and shall we, 
without pretty strong evidence, adopt measures 
by way of retaliation, and that, too, before we 
have called on Great Britain for an explanation 
of her conduct? When the Representatives of 
the People of the United States are called upon 
to decide a question of such importance to the 

ace and happiness of this country, they ought to 

ivest themselves of all resentful feelings; and, 
even supposing Great Britain has violated the 
treaty, and done us all the injuries complained of, 
ought we not to exercise moderation, and begin 
by remonstrating? Then, if she would not do us 
justice, and redress our wrongs, he would be as 
ready as any member to vindicate the honor of 
his country, but was not for precipitating mea- 
sures in such a manner as would be condemned 
by the impartial world. 

Another complaint has been stated, respecting 
the depredations committed on our commerce by 
British privateers. It is doubtless true that those 
excesses had been carried to great lengths. It was 
also in evidence that some of the British Courts 
of law had offered redress, and given ample da- 
mages. Perhaps other instances may be attended 
with like success ; but, on this head, as well as the 
former items of complaint, there had been no pro- 
demand made by the Executive of the United 

tates, and there had not yet been time for us 
reasonably to expect either an answer or satisfac- 
tion. Privateering (he said) was a sort of piracy, 
and he wished it was abolished in all wars among 
civilized nations ; but, as long as it is permitted, 
neutral Powers must expect to suffer more or less 
inconvenience andinjury. There have been de- 
predations committed by the subjects of every na- 
tion, on particular occasions, that could not be 
justified, and which it was not in their power to 
restrain. France, as well as Great Britain, may 
be charged with like injuries; and the United 
States would not be exempted from such a charge. 
Our privateers frequently did the same thing, 
when we were in a state of war. Indeed, we 
have found it difficult, in all instances, to restrain 
even our frontier inhabitants from committing de- 
predations upon the Indians; and yet we have not 
been disposed to have those excesses charged upon 
the United States. 

Our flour trade to France is also interrupted. 
This (he said) he believed to be in violation of 
the Law of Nations. But what can we do when 
so many of the Powers of Europe are combined 
in this measure? If we should judge it prudent 
to seek redress, ought we not to follow the exam- 
ple set us more than a century ago by Denmark 
and Sweden, quoted for our imitation by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. GiLes,] which was, 
as will be found in the first article of their Con- 
vention, to send a spirited remonstrance, and, if 
that did not answer the purpose, then it would be 
time enough to take other measures to do our- 
selves justice. He expressed it as his decided 
opinion, that better measures might be adopted 
for obtaining redress than were contained in the 
resolutions on the table. 
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We will now consider what is to be the opera- 
tion of these proposed measures, and if there is 
not a great degree of probability, and, indeed, al- 
most a certainty, that they will produce the effect 
that is intended, they ought not to be adopted? 
It is supposed they will operate in three ways 
upon Great Britain—first, by lessening our im- 
ports from Great Britain, and, by that means, 
throwing her manufacturers out of employ ; se- 
condly, by withholding our exports, and thereby 
starving her into a compliance ; and, thirdly, by 
injuring her navigation. 

As to the first, this, above all others, was the 
most improper time for attempting a thing of the 
kind. Properly timing public measures was of 
great importance towards insuring success. It 
was not from the manufacturers, but the mer- 
chants, that we received our supplies in the first 
instance. It was a thing of no importance to the 
manufacturer whether the manufactures were im- 
‘oat into this country, or whether they’ were 

uried in the ocean, or whether they were sent to 
other nations. 

As to our obtaining supplies from France, there 
was no probability of that. They have prohibited 
the exportation of their woollen cloths, to enable 
them to ry their domestic wants during the 
present war. All we could expect from them is 
silks, ribbands, &c., which are by no means neces- 
sary to the United States. It is, therefore, alto- 

ether likely the British manufactures would still 

nd their way into this country by a circuitous 
route ; but, should this not be the case, would not 
the British merchants be able to find other mar- 
kets at this time equal to our consumption ? 

The present convulsed state of France, and war 
in Europe, has taken off a multitude of hands from 
every occupation, and has destroyed many flour- 
ishing manufactories, which will, for the present, 
open a door for the manufactures of Great Britain. 
And even France will not hesitate to use such as 
she wants, if she cannot otherwise get a supply, 
as the people of the United States did during their 
Revolution, who went so far, in some instances, 
as to smuggle them in, in violation of the law; 
and there were some instances in which they 
were obtained for the use of the Army from with- 
in the British lines at New York under the sanc- 
tion of the Government. 

Germany, Spain, Holland, and other Powers at 
war, will also afford a market for British goods; 
so that they will not be at a loss for a market, nor 
will their manufacturers be either starved or ma- 
terially injured, and would have no other effect 
than to turn their trade into another channel. If 
the resolutions are to have their intended effect in 
this way, they must much lessen, if not wholly 
npdbwn the importation of British manufactures. 

t would, therefore, be much preferable at once to 
adopt a non-importation agreement. Here he 
asked if it was in the power of the Government 
to carry such measures into execution ? 

The experience of 1774 ought to prevent our 
hastily adopting measures that might for a time 
stagnate, if not wholly interrupt, our trade. When 
our grain could not be exported, the consequence 
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tion have manifested towards the United States, 
and their offer to enter into a more intimate and 
close connexion, and to put our trade upon a more 
beneficial footing, has been urged asa reason why 
we should adopt resolutions that will favor the 
commerce and trade of France. On this account, 
he felt himself impelled, however painful might 
be the task, to take some notice of the political 
situation and proceedings of that nation. He had 
admired the fervor of the French nation. They 
had engaged in a glorious cause—the cause of 
Liberty—a cause to which he became an early 
votary ; a cause in which he had risked his life, 
and would most cheerfully do it again, if ne- 
cessary. He most sincerely wished France might 
succeed in establishing a free and happy Govern- 
ment; but he could not approve of some of the 
measures they were pursuing to obtain this end. 
Justice, humanity, forbid that we should approve 
of their leading to the block, in some instances, 
and, in others, disgracing, some of their best men, 
who stood foremost in the most perilous times— 
not for taking up arms against their country—not 
fora breach of duty, or betraying the cause in 
which they had embarked—but merely for differ- 
ing in opinion from others as to the means of ac- 
complishing the same object; an opinion which 
their duty to their country and constituents re- 
quired them to advance and support. Are we to 
justify that conduct, which has brought to an igno- 
minious death those patriots who have drawn their 
swords in defence of Liberty, and have upon the 
high places of the field successfully fought her bat- 
tles? Surely not. Many other exceptionable 
measures might be pointed out, but he would pro- 
ceed no further. He equally disapproved (he said) 
of the Combined Powers interfering in the inter- 
nal affairs of France. Is it a proper time when 
things are in such an unnatural convulsed state to 
think of sitting down and forming commercial 
treaties or regulations with this nation? He dis- 
approved of the idea of forming a closer alliance 
than already existed with a peuple who had so 
far transgressed the bounds of humanity, and more 
especially with those who had the power and took 
the lead in those measures. This, of all others, is 
not the time in which we ought to wish to alter 
either our commercial or political connexion with 
France, or indeed with any of the European na- 
tions. For this reason, it was equally imprudent 
and impolitic to embark in a commercial conflict 

ith Great Britain. Our situation being detached 
from the European nations, we ought to avoid as 
much as possible all connexion with their politics 
or wars. Our own country ought to be the pecu- 
liar object of our attention, and his opposition to 
the resolutions on the table was grounded entirely 
on the regard which he had for what he supposed 
and believed to be the true interest of his country. 

Mr. Crark felt himself under the necessity of 
expressing a few words at this stage of the sub- 
ject. He mentioned something of the influence 
that had been dreaded on our funds. But he was 
clear as to the evidence that Great Britain had 
kept our Western posts, that she had taken our 
vessels at sea, and that she was the cause of setting 



























































would be, it would bear a very low price, and the 
farmers would be left a prey to domestic specula- 
tion of those who might expect such measures 
could not last long. If we were to commence the 
conflict which the adoption of these resolutions 
would most probably bring on, he was apprehen- 
sive we should fall in the conflict, and it would 
end to our disadvantage. 

It is said our exports are the necessaries of life, 
and our imports are the superfluities, and, there- 
fore, we can dictate our own terms, and Great 
Britain will be forced into a compliance. One 
rece from Virginia [Mr. Moore] grounded 

is whole argument on this supposition, which he 
finds to be fallacious. The opinion Mr. H. has of 
the candor of that gentleman induced him to hope 
he would give a different vote. With regard to 
our exports —— so necessary to the existence of 
Great Britain, (he observed,) that she exported 
flour, salted provisions, and almost every other 
article of food that we did ; and it will not be pre- 
tended that tobacco was a necessary of life. He 
had never found it so, never having made any use 
of it. He viewed it as a luxury. 

Our timber and naval stores are carried to Great 
Britain under protecting duties. These articles 
could be supplied from Sweden and Russia. Our 
rice was used as a luxury ; our pot and pearl ashes 
would also be had from other markets. In short, 
there did not appear to be one article of our ex- 
ports that appeared to be so much of a necessary 
of life to them as their manufactures, especially 
their coarser woollens, were to us in our cold cli- 
mate. ‘To the Northward they were absolutely a 
necessary of life. We were in as much danger 
of perishing with cold as with hunger; and we 
can do as well without food as without raiment. 
We manufactured all our wool, but that fell very 
short of affording a supply. 

He would not admit that the West India pos- 
sessions of Great Britain were wholly dependent 
on us for a supply of flour. If we withheld that 
article, ~— will get a supply from some other 
quarter. They did get a supply during our war ; 
and, if our flour should become necessary for their 
existence, it would find its way there by a cir- 
cuitous route. We should be obliged to sell to 
some other nation, to whom they could go for it, 
and it would not be in our power to prevent it. 

It is said we can injure the navigation of Great 
Britain. Is it not more effectually in her power 
to injure ours? Suppose she was to do no more 
than we already have—that is, to put a greater ton- 
nage on our vessels entering her ports than she 
does upon her own—should we not be the suffer- 
ers? Our exports being vastly more bulky than our 
imports, consequently much more shipping is ne- 
eessary to carry them to market. The fact is, we 
derive mutual advantages from the intercourse, 
and it would be impolitic to do anything that 
should cut off or suddenly make any great change 
in the course of trade between the two countries. 
Great changes in our laws or commercial systems 
ought not to be adopted but in cases of apparent 
and very urgent necessity. 

The friendly disposition which the French na- 
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loose the Algerines, &c. The expectation of any 
favorable issue, from negotiating with Britain, he 
believed, was fallacious ; and the adoption of Mr. 
Mapison’s resolutions would be severely felt by 
them, although they would be harmless to us. 
Some further duties ought to be laid on such arti- 
cles as they can be added on; and this may be 
done without either injuring our funds or diminish- 
ing the revenue. 

hree years ago, we were told of a commercial 
treaty, but just as Congress were rising, we were 
informed in a Report from the Secretary of State, 
that it wasall atan end. The change of sentiments 
in the gentlemen from the Eastward was, to him, 
curious. Formerly they had declared that if the 
Southern members would agree, we would get 
our commerce under proper regulations ; but now, 
when Southern gentlemen are willing, the opinions 
of the others are quite the reverse. 

It has been argued that Britain had only acted 
towards the Algerines, as a nation in support of 
its own interest. Granted. So have we a right 
to take measures that will secure our trade; nei- 
ther do we run any risk by it, and it is more a 

litical than a commercial question, after all, that 

as been said about it. The idea of remonstrating 
or negotiating with Britain, he viewed as the most 
likely to produce a war about the recovery of the 
Western posts; which he did not think worth re- 
dpamnings with the blood of our citizens. He be- 
lieved that it was the duty of members to agree to 
the resolutions proposed, and to increase the du- 
ties on several imports, especially as it might easily 
be done, without impairing the revenue. 

Mr. Gu.sert, from New York, rose with diffi- 
dence, he said, to discharge the duty owed to his 
constituents, by expressing his sentiments on this 
important qtestion, although he would not profess 
to deliver anything new. had heard all the 
arguments for an inst the resolutions. He 
had listened to philippics, and encomiums, in re- 
gard to England and France, in which both pas- 
sion and revenge were too conspicuous, and in his 
opinion quite incompatible with that degree of 
cool deliberation which the merits of the subject 
demanded. 

If he understood them rightly, those resolutions 
were intended to produce a great alteration in the 
affairs of this country: sucha transition he feared 
would not produce any advantages. In some 
cases any change may precue a better condition, 
and if this change was likely to produce the sam 
effect, he would not refuse it his support. But, 
will the alteration now proposed better the com- 
mercial condition of the United States? He 
feared it would have a contrary effect ; and at this 
time of general prosperity, he asked, whence arises 
the necessity for such a transition? Such a pro- 
position, therefore, as is contained in the resolu- 
tions ought to be considered again and again before 
it be adopted, under the prosperous situation of the 
United States. 

We had much faith in the maxim of leaving 
commerce and agriculture to regulate themselves. 
It was a maxim admitted in all ages, and even by 
the gentleman who introduced the resolutions. 





There may possibly be exceptions to this maxim, 
which would establish another maxim equally 
good, and if the proposed system was founded on 
such exceptions, he would agree to it. But he 
believed that the discrimination intended, was not 
founded on the exceptions to those maxims. When 
it becomes necessary to discriminate, let it be done 
in favor of ourselves. 

We are told that the great object of this Govern- 
ment is, to regulate our commerce by a proper 
system of discrimination. But the turn of Euro- 

affairs may terminate in favor of that nation, 
agaiast which this discrimination is directed. We 
are likewise told of the balance of trade being 
against us with Britain. He doubted, however, 
the rules on which the calculation had been made, 
and believed, that some of those rules ought to be 
exploded ; for, in order to calculate the balance of 
our trade, we ought to take all the world into the 
account, Spain, Folland, &c. For his part, from 
all that he could collect, his judgment led him to 
resist the proposed system. 

But, in the course of the debates, another com- 
plexion had been put upon commerce, than he had 
expected. She had been represented as a wolf 
and a lion; war and revenge were her attendants, 
and you must fight. You go to battle, to conquest, 
to fight and retire. Again, under this shape, the 
resolutions are contrary to his opinion. It would 
be better to enter into a formal declaration of war 
against Britain and the Algerines, &c., wherein 
we might charge Britain with having conducted 
herself towards us with the greatest enmity. Yet, 
are the facts to prove this unequivocal? No satis- 
factory evidence has been offered to prove, that 
the truce between Algiers and Portugal was effect- 
ed by the British Cabinet; but they wanted to 
have the whole force of Portugal thrown into the 
scale of the combined Powers, and therefore they 
made a six months or some other term of a truce, 
for Portugal, in order to prevent their navy from 
being diverted from the main object of operating 
against France. 

But, can this be taken as a declaration of war 
against America? He concluded, by declaring 
his opinion, that Mr. Mapison’s propositions were 
inadequate to the intentions of the mover; and, if 
adopted, he feared, would prove ruinous to the 
United States. 

Mr. Finptey said, that the new matter which 
had been introduced, and the change of aspect. 
under which the subject now appeared, induced 
him to rise once more. He was pleased to find 
that the resolutions were taken up on new princi- 
ples. The opposition now comes from a quarter 
where navigation was formerly a favorite object, 
and when the fishery bill was to be the foundation of 
our commercial prosperty, by being a nursery for 
seamen, &c. But at this day we are told not to 
meddle with navigation, lest by giving too much 
encouragement to it, we may divert the labor ol 
our young men from agriculture! I confess, said 
he, that 1 don’t know on what ground this great 
change has been effected ; because, if the encou- 
ragement of our navigation and commerce was a 
desirable object then, it must be evident, that it Is 
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more necessary now, when our commerce is suf- 
fering. 

He said it was a national question, and all local 
interest ought to give place to it. He could not 
separate a commercial from a political question in 
the present case, for they seemed as much con- 
nected, as light and heat, and were as essential to 
each other. Everything that concerns the nation- 
al welfare, is a politica question, nor could he 
take up the subject in any other view. It is al- 
leged that a commercial treaty is improper, be- 
cause we are a growing people ; and having to deal 
with a people who already have commercial trea- 
ties. But some measures must be adopted. He 
was opposed to fleets and armies, yet, if we were 
amongst, and connected with the countries of Eu- 
rope, we would be obliged to have both. 

A gentleman from New Jersey had intimated 
that the United States had refused to comply with 
the treaty on their part. He wished the circum- 
stance might not be hid, if it is so, let it be spoken 
out. He could not, however, subscribe to this 
assertion, for we have vindicated our honor by the 
proceedings in our Courts of Law, so that we can- 
not be charged with any open breach of the treaty, 
unless by implication. 

In reply to Mr. Hittuouss, Mr. F’. made seve- 
ral observations in regard to Britain consulting 
her own interest, and he did not wish our discrim1- 
nations to go any farther than our own interest 
would permit. He next adverted to what had «l- 
ready been often mentioned in the course of the 
debate of the evidences respecting the Western 
posts, the savages, and the Algerines. A gentle- 
man from New Jersey had assured him two years 
ago that a treaty was then negotiating and would 
soon be finished, but it was not yet done. 

Mr. Dayron demanded to know to whom Mr. 
F. alluded? He replied that he meant Mr. Bov- 
pinot. This gentleman denied having given such 
information as Mr. F. mentioned, at least in that 
unqualified sense. } 

Mr. F.. proceeded. He took notice of the severe 
observations that Mr. Hittwouse had made in 
regard to France. The decisions of that gentle- 
man on this occasion, reminded him of the charges 
made against the white inhabitants of the West- 
ern frontiers, when the Indians were murdering 
them and their wives and children. It was assert- 
ed that the citizens of the West were the aggress- 
ors, and he had been obliged to vindicate their 
character. Several other remarks were made 
by Mr. F. His intentions in supporting the 
resolutions were similar to those of Mr. CLark, 
viz: not to wage war, but to prevent it. It is the 
interest of nations to promote the advantages of 
each other, but when we meet an unequivocal 
enemy in trade we are called on to do justice to 
ourselves. The means of supplying our citizens 
with domestic manufactures is within our power, 
although it cannot be done all at once. 

The opposition to the resolutions, he observed, 
had taken a wider extent than was at first expect- 
ed. He would have been better pleased, if a gen- 
tleman who spoke yesterday, Smt Tracy, | Sad 


used more candor, instead of ridicule, in his argu- 
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ments. It had been denied that Britain depended 
so much on this country for supplies ; yet, he would 
assert, that the industrious laborers in Manchester, 
were already in a state of the greatest distress by 
the war, and in Paisley, in Scotland, they were 
almost starving. So it was in many parts of Ire- 
land. The consequence was, that the British 
army was increased, although the men entered 
into the service with reluctance. 

He next took a view of the trade of Britain with 
this country. In 1775, America and the West 
Indies consumed one-third of their manufactures, 
and the consumption has been greater since that 
time. From these reasons, it was evident, that 
they would be the sufferers, were we to refuse 
their manufactures ; and it is entirely in our pow- 
er to do so, at least in such a degree as to regulate 
our own commerce. 

A gentleman who was up yesterday from the 
Eastward, [Mr. Dexrer,]} told us much of the 
penne and prosperity of the United States. If this 

e true, whence, then, do we hear the noise of war 
on all sides of us? The widow and the orphan 
murdered in the West, and our citizens carried 
into slavery from our vessels on the ocean ? 

One of the arguments he heard urged against 
our attempting to offend Britain, by any innova- 
tion in commercial regulations, was, that she was 
so strongly allied, it would be dangerous. She is 
so, but it is not probable that such alliances will 
be lasting. 

The Governor of the Universe will not suffer 
the combined forces of Europe, to crush Liberty ; 
and it will not be long before those allied despots 
must break loose from their unnatural bonds, and 
all their national jealousies will return. From 
every consideration, he was of opinion, that the 
resolutions ought to be adopted, and that this 
country, although it could not do it in a day, yet, 
it ought to be preparing gradually, by giving en- 
couragement to domestic manufactures, such as 
aaa eventually render us more independent in 
commercial transactions, 

Gentlemen had spoken largely of the compara- 
tive trade of Britain and France, and we had heard 
a flourish about phillippics and eulogiums, scenes 
of agitation and horror. But, did the gentlemen, 
who undertook to accuse Frenchmen, take into 
consideration their provocations? Have we ever 
read, or heard of any nation that was so much de- 
pressed and abused by its Government? No na- 
tion was ever so an abused—no nation ever had ~ 
such a combination of power to contend with. No 
nation was ever so treacherously used by men in 
whom they had placed confidence—no nation ever 
suffered so much in the cause of liberty. 

Again, he returned to consider the conduct of 
the United States in relation to Britain. We have 
been mild and patient. We have avoided to irri- 
tate them. Nor have we even fortified our posts 
on Lake Erie, or in Pennsylvania, and we looked 
for some faith in return. Yet what effect has 
there been produced? We know it to be a fact, 
that they have provoked the Indians against us, and 
that they have supplied them both with arms and 
rations. If they will pursue such measures as they 
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please, for their own interest, ought we not to pur- 
sue measures for ours? He had no prejudice or 
objections against Englishmen, but to the tyran- 
nical conduct of their Government, which has 
committed so many faults, first, in regard to the 
slave-trade, the navigation of the ocean, &c., 
&c., and lastly, in the injury done to the United 
States in depriving us of the benefits of the fur 
trade. 

Appeals to their justice, and negotiations, have 
been proposed ; but even on this ground what have 
we to expect from negotiation or remonstrance ? 
Here, he quoted several instances where this mode 
of treatment generally failed. Let us, therefore, 
appeal to their interest. It is allowed that the 
balance of trade is against us with Great Britain, 
whilst it is in our favor with every other na- 
tion. 

In reply to some expressions of Mr. S. Smrru, 
Mr. F. said, that if he might be allowed to com- 
pare small with great things, although he would 
not himself be a great loser by the expense of al- 
tering the flag of his ships on the seas, yet he had 
his share of losses in the Revolution and was as 
much attached to the independence of his country 
as the most wealthy citizen in it; neither did he 
covet any of the gentleman’s wealth to divide 
amongst his sons, being already in possession of 
such a comfortable portion of property as enabled 
him to live pretty nearly on an equality with his 
constituents. 

With regard to the public funds, he could not 
see how the adoption of the resolutions would in- 
jure them. He believed that it would not; and 
although he had not from the first approved of the 
system of finance, yet he would be amongst those 
who would endeavor to pay off the Public Debt 
even faster than the Funding System allowed, if 
it could be done. He did not, however, like to 
hear the Funding System always conjured up like 
a ghost in rivalship against every salutary mea- 
sure, that could be suggested for the nation. It 
was a dangerous doctrine to set up the funds, and 
the interests of the country, as enemies to each 
other. 

He took further notice of some forced arguments 
of a gentleman from the Eastward, [Mr. Tracy, ] 
and he observed that although merchants of the 
largest capitals might be supposed to have the 
least occasion for credit, yet experience shows that 
they avail themselves of credit as much as others. 
After a few additional remarks, Mr. F. concluded 
by declaring himself in favor of the resolutions, 
and that it was more necessary to adopt them 
now than two years ago; he hoped, therefore, that 
eee would agree to consider that as the 

st time for doing it. 

Mr. Samira closed this day’s debate by a short 
speech, principally intended tothrow thearguments 
of Mr. Finp.ey and the resolutions of Mr. Manr- 


son into ridicule. He went over the old ground 
of asserting that none of the products of the 
United States were necessaries of life in Great 
Britain. 

After he sat down, the Committee rose, report- 
ed progress, and asked leave to sit again. 
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Mr. WiitiaM Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the act “ to es- 
tablish the Judicial Courts of the United States,” 
and report some provision in the case where any 
Judge of the Courts of the United States, is, or 
may, by sickness or other disqualifying cause, be 
rendered incapable of discharging the duties of his 
office ; also, some further provision concerning bail, 

rocess, and costs, in the Courts of the United 

tates ; and generally, to report such amendments 
to the said act as they may deem necessary and 
Constitutional, made a report; which was read 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House on Monday next. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House in resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
Secretary of State on the privileges and restric- 
tions on the commerce of the United States in 
foreign countries: When 

Mr. Ames rose and said: The question lies within 
this compass: Is there any measure proper to be 
adopted by Congress, which will have the effect 
to put our trade and navigation on a better foot- 
ing? If there is, it is our undoubted right to 
adopt it, if by right is understood the power of 
self-government which every independent nation 
Coa and our own as completely as any other. 

t is our duty, also, for we are the depositaries and 
the guardians of the interests of our constituents, 
which on every consideration ought to be dear to 
us. I make no doubt they are so, and that there 
is a disposition sufficiently ardent existing in this 
boay to eae in any measures for the ad- 
vancement of the common good. Indeed, so far 
as I can judge from any knowledge I have of hu- 
man nature, or of the prevailing spirit of public 
transactions, that sort of patriotism which makes 
us wish the general prosperity when our private 
interest does not happen to stand in the way, is no 
uncommon sentiment. In truth, it is very like 
self-love, and not much less prevalent. There is 
little occasion to excite and inflame it. It is like 
self-love—more apt to want intelligence than zeal. 
The danger is always, that it will rush blindly into 
embarrassments, which a prudent spirit of inquiry 
might have prevented, but from which it will 
scarcely find means to extricate us. While, there- 
fore, the right, the duty, and the inclination to ad- 
vance the trade and navigation of the United 
States, are acknowledged and felt by us all, the 
choice of the proper means to that end, is a mat- 
ter requiring the most circumspect inquiry, and 
the most dispassionate judgment. 

After a debate has continued a long time, the 
subject very frequently becomes tiresome before 
it is exhausted. Arguments, however solid, urged 
by different speakers, can scarcely fail to render 
the discussion both complex and diffusive. With- 
out pretending to give to my arguments any other 
merit, I shall aim at simplicity. 

We hear it declared, that the design of the re- 
solutions is, to place our trade and navigation on 
a better footing. By a better footing, we are to 
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understand a more profitable one. Profit isa plain 
word, that cannot be misunderstood. We have, 
to speak in round numbers, $20,000,000 of exports 
annually. To have the trade of exports on a good 
footing, means nothing more than to sell them 
dear; and, consequently, the trade of import ona 
good SOG is to buy cheap. To put them both 
on a better footing, is to sell dearer and to buy 
cheaper than we do at present. If the effect of 
the resolutions will be to cause our exports to be 
sold cheaper, and our imports to be bought dearer, 
our trade will suffer an injury. 

It is hard to compute how great the injury 
would prove ; for the first loss of value in the buy- 
ing dear and selling cheap, is only the symp- 
tom and beginning of the evil, but by no means 
the measure of it. It will withdraw a great part 
of the nourishment that now supplies the wonder- 
ful growth of our industry and opulence. The 
difference may not amount to a great proportion 
of the price of the articles, but it may reach the 
grentes rt of the profit of the producer. It may 

ave effects in this way, which will be of the 
worst kind, by discouraging the products of our 
land and industry. It is to this test I propose to 
bring the resolutions on the table, and if it shall 
clearly appear that they tend to cause our expcsts 
to be sold cheaper, and our imports to be bought 
dearer, they cannot escape condemnation. What- 
ever specious show of advantage may be given 


them, they deserve to be called aggravations of 


any real or supposed evils in our commercial sys- 
tem, and not remedies. 

I have framed this statement of the question so 
as to comprehend the whole subject of debate, and 
at the same time ! confess it was my design to 
exclude from consideration a number of topics 
which appear to me totally irrelevant to it. 

The best answer to many assertions we have 
heard, is to admit them without proof. We are 
exhorted to assert our natural rights, to put trade 
on a respectable footing, to dictate terms of trade 
to other nations, to engage in a contest of self-de- 
nial, and by that, and by shifting our commerce 
from one country to another, to make our enemies 
feel the extent of our power. This language, as 
it respects the proper subject of discussion, means 
nothing, or what is worse. If our trade is already 
on a profitable footing, it is on a respectable one. 
Unless war be our object, it is useless to inquire, 
what are the dispositions of any Government with 
whose subjects our merchants deal to the best ad- 
vantage. While they will smoke our tobacco, and 
eat our provisions, it is very immaterial, both to 
the consumer and the producer, what are the poli- 
tics of the two countries, excepting so far as their 
quarrels may disturb the benefits of their mutual 
intercourse. 

_ So tar, therefore, as commerce is concerned, the 
inquiry is, have we a good market? The good or 
bad state of our actual market is the question. 
The actual market is everywhere more or less a 
restricted one, and the natural order of things is 


displaced by the artificial. Most nations, for rea- 


sons of which they alone are the rightful judges, 


have regulated and restricted their intercourse ac- 
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cording to their views of safety and profit. We 
claim for ourselves the same right, as the acts in 
our statute book and the resolutions on the table 
evince, without holding ourselves accountable to 
any other nation whatever. The right which we 
properly claim, and which we properly exercise 
when we do it prudently and usefully for our na- 
tion, is as well established, and has been longer in 
use in the countries of which we complain, than 
in our own. If their right is as good as that of 
Congress to regulate and restrict, why do we talk 
of a strenuous exertion of our force, and by dictat- 
ing terms to nations who are fancied to be ae 
cally dependent on America, to change the poli 
of nations? It may be very true, that their policy 
is very wise and good for themselves, but not as 
favorable for us as we would make it, if we could 
legislate for both sides of the Atlantic. 


cy 


The extravagant despotism of this language ac- 


cords very ill with our power to give it effect, or 


with the affectation of zeal for an unlimited free- 


dom of commerce. Such a state of absolute free- 
dom of commerce never did exist, and it is very 


much to be doubted whether it ever will. Were 
I invested with the trust to legislate for mankind, 
it is very probable the first act of my authority 
would be to throw all the restrictive and prohibit- 
ory laws of trade into the fire ; the resolutions on 
the table would not be spared. But if I were to 
do so, it is probable I should have a quarrel on m 
hands, with every civilized nation. The Dute 
would claim the monopoly of the spice trade, for 
which their ancestors passed their whole lives in 
warfare. The Spanish and Portuguese would be 
no less obstinate. If we calculate what Colony 
monopolies have cost in wealth, in suffering, and 
in crimes, we should say they were dearly pur- 
chased. The English would plead for their Na- 
vigation Act, not as a source of gain, but as an 
essential mean of securing their independence. 
So many interests would be disturbed, and so many 
lost, by a violent change from the existing, to an 
unknown order of things, and the mutual relations 
of nations, in respect to their power and wealth, 
would suffer such a shock, that the idea must be 
allowed to be perfectly Utopian and wild. But 
for this country to form the project of changing 
the policy of nations, and to begin the abolition of 
restrictions by restrictions of its own, is equally 
ridiculous and inconsistent. 

Let every nation that is really disposed to ex- 
tend the liberty of commerce, beware of rash and 
hasty schemes of prohibition. In the affairs of 
trade, as in most others, we make too many laws. 
We follow experience too little, and the visions of 
theorists a great deal too much. Instead of listen- 
ing to discourses on what the market ought to be, 
and what the schemes, which always promise 
much on paper, pretend to make it, iet us see what 
is the stivel market for our exports and imports. 
This will bring vague assertions and sanguine 
opinions to the test of experience. That rage for 
theory and system, which wovld entangle even 
practical truth in the web of the brain, is the poi- 
son of public discussion. Onz fact is better than 
two systems. 
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The terms on which our exports are received 
in the British market, have been accurately exa- 
mined by a gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
WixuiaM Smita.) Before his statement of tacts 
was made to the committee, it was urged, and 
with no little warmth, that the system of England 
indicated her inveteracy towards this country 
while that of France, springing from disinterested 
affection, constituted a claim for gratitude and 
self-denying measures of retribution. 

Since that statement, however, that romantic 
style, which is so ill-adapted to the subject, has 
been changed. We hear it insinuated, that the 
comparison of the footing of our exports in the 
markets of France and England, is of no import- 
ance; that it is chiefly our object to see how we 
may assist and extend our commerce. This eva- 
sion of the force of the statement, or rather this 
indirect admission of its authority, establishes it. 
It will not be pretended that it has been shaken 
during the debate. 

It has been made to appear, beyond contradiction, 
that the British market for our exports, taken in 
the aggregate, is a good one—that it is better than 
the Sra , and better than any we have, and, for 
many of our products, the only one. 

The whole amount of our exports to the Bri- 
tish Dominions in the year ending the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1790, was $9,246,660. But it will be more 
simple and satisfactory to confine the inquiry to 
the articles following: bread-stuff, tobacco, rice, 
wood, the produce of the fisheries, fish oil, pot and 
pearl ashes, salted meats, indigo, live animals, flax- 
seed, naval stores, and iron. 

The amount of the before-mentioned articles 
exported in that same year to the British Do- 
minions, was $8,457,173. 

Mr. A. went into a consideration of the footing 
on which they are received. He then said, we 
have heard so much of restriction, of inimical and 
jealous prohibitions to cramp our trade, it is natu- 
ral to scrutinize the British system, with the ex- 
pectation of finding little besides the effects of her 
selfish and angry policy. : 

Yet, of the great sum of nearly eight millions 
and a half, the amount of the products before men- 
tioned sold in her markets, two articles only are 
dutied by way of restriction. Bread stuff is dutied 
so high in the market of Great Britain, as in times 
of plenty to exclude it, and this is done from the 
desire to favor her own farmers. The mover of 
the resolutions justified the exclusion of our bread- 
stuff from the French West Indies by their per- 
manent regulations, because he said they were 
bound to prefer their own products to those even 
of the United States. It would seem that the 
same apology would do for England, in her home 
market. But what will do for the vindication of 
one nation becomes invective against another. 
The criminal nation, however, receives our bread- 
stuff in the West Indies free, and excludes other 
foreign, so as to give our producers the monopoly 
of the supply. This is no merit, in the judg- 
ment of the mover of the resolutions, because it is 
a fragment of her old Colony system. Notwith- 
standing the nature of the duties on breadstuff in 
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Great Britain, it has been clearly shown that she 
is a better customer for that article in Europe, 
than her neighbor, France. The latter, in ordj- 
nary times, is a poor customer for breadstuff, for 
the same reason that our own country is, because 
she produces it herself, and therefore France per- 
mits it to be imported, and the United States do 
the like. Great Britain often wants the article. 
and then she receives it; no country can be ex- 
pected to buy what it does not want. The bread- 
stuff sold in the European Dominions of Great 
Britain in the year 1790, amounted to $1,087,840. 

Whale oil ore the heavy duty of eighteen 
pounds three hi lings sterling per ton; yet sper- 
maceti oil found a market there to the value of 
$81,048. Thus it appears that, of eight millions 
and a half sold to Great Britain and her Domi- 
nions, only the value of one million one hundred 
and sixty-eight thousand dollars was under duty 
of a restrictive nature. The breadstuff is hardly 
to be considered as within the description, yet to 
give the argument its full force, what is it? about 
one-eighth part is restricted. 'To proceed with the 
residue : 





Indigo, to the amount of - + - $473,830 
Live animals to the West Indies - - 62,415 
Flax seed to Great Britain - - 219,924 

Total - 756,169 





These articles are received duty free, which is 
a good foot to the trade. Yet we find, good as it 
is, the bulk of our exports is received on even 
better terms: 


Flour to the British West Indies - - $858,006 
Grain : “ . : - 273,505 
Free, while other foreign flour and grain is 
prohibited. 
Tobacco to Great Britain - - - 2,754,493 
Tobacco to the West Indies - + 22,816 
1s. 3d. sterling, duty—3s. 6d. on other fo- 
reign tobacco. 
In the West Indies, other foreign tobacco is 
prohibited. 
Rice to Great Britain - - - 773,852 
7s. 4d. per cwt. duty—8s. 10d. on other fo- 
reign rice. 
To the West Indies - - - 180,077 
Other foreign rice prohibited. 
Wood, to Great Britain - - - 240,174 
Free—higher duties on other foreign. 
To the West Indies - - - 382,481 
Free—other foreign prohibited. 
Pot and pearl ashes - - - 747,078 
Free—2s. 3d. on other foreign, equal to $10 
per ton. 
Naval stores, to Great Britain - - 190,670 
Higher duties on other foreign. 
To the West Indies : : ; 6,162 
Free—other foreign prohibited. 
Iron, to Great Britain - - : 81,612 


Free—duties on other foreign. 


————$—$<—$——_—— 


6,510,926 





Thus it appears, that nearly seven-eighths of 


the exports to the British Dominions are received 
on terms of positive favor. Foreigners, our rivals 
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in the sale of these articles, are either absolutely 
shut out of their market by prohibitions, or dis- 
couraged in their competition with us by higher 
duties. There is some restriction, it is admitted, 
but there is, to balance it, a large amount re- 
ceived duty free. The above surplus of six mil- 
lions and a half goes to the account of privilege 
and favor. This is better than she treats any 
other foreign nation ; it is better, indeed, than she 
treats her own subjects, because they are, by this 
means, deprived of a free and open market; it is 
better than our footing with any nation with 
whom we have treaties. It has been demonstra- 
tively shown that it is better than the footing on 
which France receives either the like articles, or 


‘ the aggregate of our products. The best proof in 


the world is, that they are not sent to France; the 
merchants will find out the best market sooner 
than we shall. 

The footing of our exports, under the British 
yer is better than that of their exports to the 

nited States, under our system. Nay, it is bet- 
ter than the freedom of commerce, which is one 
of the visions for which our solid prosperity is to 
be hazarded ; for, suppose we could batter down 
her system of prohibitions and restrictions, it 
would be gaining a loss: one-eighth is restricted, 
and more than six-eighths has restrictions in its 
favor. Itisas Plain as figures can make it, that 
if a state of freedom for our exports is at par, the 
present system raises them, in point of privilege, 
above par. To suppose that we can terrify them 
by these resolutions to abolish their restrictions, 
and at the same time to maintain in our favor 
their duties, to exclude other foreigners from their 
market, is too absurd to be refuted. 

We have heard that the market of France is 
the great centre of our interests; we are to look 
to her, and not to England, for advantages. Be- 
ing, as the style of theory is, our best customer 
and best friend, showing to our trade particular 
favor and privilege, while England manifests in 
her system such narrow and selfish views, it is 
strange to remark such a pointed refutation of as- 
sertions and opinions by facts. The amount sent 
to France herself is very trivial; either our mer- 
chants are ignorant of the best markets, or those 
which they prefer are the best; and, if the Eng- 
lish markets, in spite of the alleged ill usage, are 
still preferred to the French, it is a proof of the 
superior advantages of the former over the latter. 
The arguments I have adverted to, oblige those 
who urge them to make a greater difference in 
favor of the English, than the true state of facts 
will warrant. Indeed, if they persist in their ar- 
guments, they are bound to deny their own con- 
clusions. They are bound to admit this position: 
if France receives little of such of our products as 
Great Britain takes on terms of privilege and fa- 
vor, because of that favor, it allows the value of 
that favored footing. If France takes little of our 
articles, because she does not want them, it shows 
the absurdity of looking to her as the best cus- 
tomer. 

It may be said, and truly, that Great Britain re- 
gards only her own interest in these arguments. 


So much the better. If it is her interest to afford 
to our commerce more encouragement than 
France gives, if she does this when she is invete- 
rate against us, as it is alleged, and when we are 
indulging an avowed hatred towards her, and par- 
tiality towards France, it shows that we have very 
solid ground to rely on. Her interest is, according 
to this statement, stronger than our passions, 
stronger than her own, and is the more to be de- 
pended on, as it cannot be put to any more trying 
experiment in future. The good will and friend- 
ship of nations are hollow foundations to build our 
systems upon. Mutual interest is a bottom of 
rock. The fervor of transient sentiments is not 
better than straw or stubble. Some gentlemen 
have lamented this distrust of any relation be- 
tween nations except an interested one. But the 
substitution of any other principle could produce 
little else than the hypocrisy of sentiment, and an 
instability of affairs. It would be relying on what 
is not stable, instead of what is; it would intro- 
duce into polities the jargon of romance. It is in 
this sense, and this only, that the word favor is 
used: a state of things so arranged as to produce 
our profit and advantage, though intended b 
Great Britain merely for her own. The disposi- 
tion of a nation is immaterial; the fact that we 
profit by their system cannot be so to this dis- 
cussion. 

The next point is, to consider whether our im- 
ports are on a good footing, or, in other words, 
whether we are in a situation to buy what we 
have occasion for at a cheap rate. In this view, 
the systems of the commercial nations are not to 
be complained of, as all are desirous of selling the 
products of their labor. Great Britain is not cen- 
sured in this respect. The objection is rather of 
the opposite kind, that we buy too cheap, and 
therefore consume too much, and that we take not 
only as much as we can pay for, but to the ex- 
tent of our credit also. There is less freedom of 
importation, however, from the West Indies. In 
this respect, France is more restrictive than Eng- 
land ; for | the former allows the exportation to us 
of only rum and molasses, while England admits 
that of sugar, coffee, and other principal West In- 
dia products. Yet, even here, when the prefer- 
ence seems to be decidedly due to the British sys- 
tem, occasion is taken to extol that of the French. 
We are told that they sell us the chief part of the 
molasses which is consumed or manufactured into 
rum, and that a great and truly important branch, 
the distillery, is nen up by their liberality in fur- 
nishing the raw material. There is at every step 
matter to confirm the remark, that nations have 
framed their regulations to suit their own inte- 
rests, not ours. France is a great brandy manu- 
facturer. She will not admit rum, therefore, even 
from her own islands, because it would supplant 
the consumption of brandy. The molasses was 
for that reason some years ago of no value in her 
islands, and was not even saved in casks. But the 
demand from America soon raised its value. The 
policy of England has been equally selfish. The 
molasses is distilled in her islands, because she has 
no manufacture of brandy to suffer by its sale, 
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A question remains respecting the state of our 
navigation. If we pay no regard to the regula- 
tions of foreign nations, and ask whether this 
valuable branch of our industry and capital is in 
a distressed and sickly state, we shall find that it 
is ina ey and flourishing condition. If the 
quantity of shipping was declining, if it was un- 
employed, even at low freight, I should say it 
must sustained and encouraged. No such 
thing is asserted. Seamen’s wages are — 
on ts are high, and American bottoms in ull 
employment. But the complaint is, our vessels 
are not permitted to go to the British West In- 
dies. It is even affirmed, that no civilized coun- 
try treats us so illy in that respect. Spain and 
Portugal prohibit the traffic to their possessions, 
not only in our vessels, but in their own, which, 
according to the style of the resolutions, is worse 
treatment than we meet with from the British. 
It is also asserted, and on as bad ground, that our 
vessels are excluded from most of the British mar- 
kets. This is not true, in any sense. We are 
admitted into the greater number of her ports, in 
our own vessels; and by far the greater value of 
our exports is sold in British ports, into which our 
vessels are received, not only on a good footing, 
compared with other foreigners, but on terms of 
positive favor—on better terms than British ves- 
sels are admitted into our own ports. Weare not 
subject to the alien duties; and the light money, 
&c., of 1s. 9d. sterling, per ton, is less than our fo- 
reign tonnage duty, not to mention the ten per 
cent. on the duties om the goods in foreign bottoms. 
But in the port of London, our vessels are received 
free. It is for the unprejudiced mind to compare 
these facts with the assertions we have heard so 
confidently and so feelingly made by the mover of 
the resolutions, that we are excluded from most 
of their ports, and that no civilized nation treats 
our vessels so ill as the British. 

The tonnage of the vessels employed between 
Great Britain and her dependencies and the Unit- 
ed States, is called two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand, and the whole of this is represented as our 
just right. The same gentleman speaks of our 
natural right to the carriage of our own articles, 
and that we may and ought to insist upon our 
equitable share. Yet, soon after, he uses the lan- 
guage of monopoly, and represents the whole car- 
riage of imports and exports as the proper object 
of our efforts, and all that others carry as a clear 
loss tous. If an equitable share of the carriage 
means half, we have it already, and more, and 
our proportion is rapidly increasing. If anything 
is meant by the natural right of carriage, one 
would imagine that it belongs to him, whoever he 
may be, who having bought our produce, and 
made himself the owner, thinks proper to take it 
with him to his own country. It is neither our 
policy nor our design to check the sale of our pro- 
duce; we invite every description of purchasers, 
because we expect to sell dearest when the num- 
ber and competition of the buyers is the greatest. 
For this reason, the total exclusion of foreigners 
and their vessels from the purchase and carriage 
of our exports is an advantage, in respect to navi- 
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gation, which has a disadvantage to balance it, in 
respect to the price of produce. It is with this 
reserve we ought to receive the remark, that the 
carriage of our exports should be our object rather 
than that of our imports. By going with our ves- 
sels into foreign ports, we buy our imports in the 
best market. By giving a steady and moderate 
encouragement to our own shipping, without pre- 
tending violently to interrupt the course of busi- 
ness, experience will soon establish that order of 
things which is most beneficial to the exporter, the 
importer, and the ship owner. The best interest 
of agriculture is the true interest of trade. 

In a trade mutually beneficial, it is strangely 

absurd to consider the gain of others as our loss. 
Admitting it, however, for argument sake, yet it 
should be noticed that the loss of two hundred and 
twenty thousand tons of shipping is computed 
according to the apparent tonnage. Our vessels 
not being allowed to go to the British West In- 
dies, and their vessels making frequent voyages, 
appear in the entries over and over again. In the 
trade to the European Dominions of Great Britain, 
the distance being greater, our vessels are not so 
often entered. Both these circumstances give a 
false show to the amount of British tonnage, com- 
pared with the American. It is, however, very 
pleasing to the mind, to see that our tonnage ex- 
ceeds the British in the Europ®an trade. For 
various reasons, some of which will be mentioned 
hereafter, the tonnage in the West India trade is 
not the proper subject of calculation. In the Eu- 
ropean comparison, we have more tonnage in the 
British than in the French commerce; it is, indeed. 
more than four to one. The great quantity of 
British tonnage, employed in our trade, is also, in 
a great measure, owing to the large capitals of the 
merchants, re in the buying and exporting 
our productions. If we would banish the ships, we 
must strike at the root, and banish the capital ; and 
this, before we have capital of our own grown up 
to replace it. would be an operation of no little 
violence and injury, to our Southern brethren 
especially. Independently of this circumstance. 
Great Britain is an active and intelligent rival in 
the navigation line. Her ships are dearer, and the 
provisioning of her seamen is perhaps rather dearer 
than ours; on the other hand, the rate of interest 
is lower in England, and so are seamen’s wages. 
It would be improper, therefore, to consider the 
amount of British tonnage in our trade as a proof 
of a bad state of things, arising either from the re- 
strictions of that Government, or the negligence 
or timidity of this. We are to charge it to causes 
which are more connected with the natural com- 
yen of capital and industry; causes which, in 
act, retarded the growth of our shipping more 
when we were Colonies and our ships were free. 
than since the adoption of the present Govern- 
ment. 

It has been said, with emphasis. that the Con- 
stitution grew out of the complaints of the nation 
respecting commerce, especially that with the Bri- 
tish Dominions. What was then lamented by our 
patriots? Feebleness of the public Councils, the 
shadow of union, and scarce the shadow of public 
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credit—every where despondency—the pressure 
of evils not only great, but portentous of civil dis- 
tractions. These were the grievances; and what 
more was then desired than their remedies? Is it 
possible to survey this prosperous country, and to 
assert that they have been delayed? Trade flou- 
rishes on our wharves, although it droops in 
speeches. Manufactures have risen, under the 
shade of protecting duties, from almost nothing, to 
such a state that we are even told it is safe todepend 
on the domestic supply, if the foreign should cease. 
The fisheries, which we found in decline, are in 
the most vigorous growth. The whale fishery, 
which our allies would have transferred to Dun- 
kirk, now traverses the whole ocean : to that hardy 
race of men, the sea is but a park for hunting its 
monsters; such is their activity, the deepest abysses 
scarcely afford to their prey a hiding place. Look 
around, and see how the frontier circle widens, how 
the interior improves, and let it be repeated, that 
the hopes of the people, when they formed this 
Constitution, have been frustrated ! 

But if it should happen that our prejudices prove 
stronger than our senses; if it should be believed 
that our farmers and merchants see their products 
and ships and wharves going to decay together, 
and they are ignorant or silent on their own ruin, 
still the public documents would not disclose so 
alarming a state of our affairs. Our imports are 
obtained so plentifully and cheaply, that one of 
the avowed objects of the resolution is, to make 
them scarcer and dearer. Our exports, so far from 
languishing, have increased two millions of dol- 
lars in ayear. Our navigation is found to be aug- 
mented ie ond the most sanguine expectation. 
We hear of the vast advantage the English derive 
from the Navigation Act, and we are asked, in a 
tone of accusation, Shall we sit still, and do no- 
thing? Who is bold enough to say, Congress has 
done nothing for the encouragement of American 
navigation? ‘To counteract the Navigation Act, 
we have laid on British a higher tonnage than our 
own vessels pay in their ports; and, what is much 
more effectual, we have imposed ten per cent. on 
the duties, when the dutied articles are borne in 
foreign bottoms. We have also made the coast- 
ing trade a monopoly to our own vessels. Let 
those who have asserted that this is nothing, com- 
- facts with the regulations which produced 
them: 














Tonnage. Tons. Excess of Am. 
tonnage. 
American, 1789 - - - - 297,468 
Foreign, @ - - - 265,116 
32,352 
American, 1790 - : - - 347,663 
Foreign, & s - : - 258,916 
88,747 
American, 1791 - - - - 363,810 
Foreign, “'e : - - 240,799 
123,011 
American, 1792 - : : - 415,330 
Foreign, “es - - - 244,263 
171,067 
Is not this increase of American shipping rapid 


enough ? Many persons say it is too rapid, and 


attracts too much capital for the circumstances 
of the country. I cannot readily persuade myself 
to think so valuable a branch of employment 
thrives too fast. Buta steady and sure encourage- 
ment is more to be relied on than violent methods 
of forcing its growth. It is not clear that the 
quantity of our navigation, including our coasting 
and fishing vessels, is less, in proportion to those 
of that nation. In that computation, we shall 
probably find that we are already more a navigat- 
ing people than the English. As this is a grow- 
ing country, we have the most stable ground of 
dependence on the corresponding growth of our 
navigation ; and that the increasing demand for 
shipping will rather fall to the share of Americans 
than foreigners, is not to be denied. We did ex- 
po this, from the nature of our own laws; we 

ave been confirmed in it by experience; and we 
know that an American bottom Is actually prefer- 
red to a foreign one. In cases where one partner 
is an American and another a foreigner, the ship 
is made an American bottom, A fact of this kind 
overthrows a whole theory of reasoning on the 
necessity of further restrictions, It shows that the 
work of restriction is already done. 

If we take the aggregate view of our commercial 
interests, we shall find much more occasion for 
satisfaction, and even exultation, than complaint, 
and none for despondency. It would be too bold 
to say that our condition is so eligible there is no- 
thing to wished. Neither the order of nature nor 
the allotments of Providence afford perfect content, 
and it would be absurd to expect in our politics 
what is denied in the laws of our being. The na- 
tions with whom we have intercourse have, with- 
out Sx, more or less restricted their com- 
merce. They have framed their eens to 
suit their real or fancied interests. The code of 
France is as full of restrictions as that of England. 
We have regulations of our own, and they are 
unlike those of any other country. Inasmuch as 
the interests and circumstances of nations vary so 
essentially, the project of an exact reciprocity on 
our part is a vision. What we desire is, to have, 
not an exact reciprocity, but an intercourse of mu- 
tual benefit and convenience. It has scarcely been 
so much as insinuated that the change contem- 
plated will be a profitable one—that it will enable 
us to sell dearer and to buy cheaper; on the con- 
trary, we are invited to submit to the hazards and 
losses of a conflict with our customers—to engage 
in a contest of self denial. For what? To obtain 
better markets? No such thing; but to shut up, 
forever, if possible, the best market we have for 
our exports, and to confine ourselves to the dearest 
and scarcest markets for our imports; and this is 
to be done for the benefit of trade, or, as it is some- 
times more correctly said, for the benefit of France. 
This language is not a little inconsistent and 
strange from those who recommend a non-import- 
ation agreement, and who think we should even 
renounce the sea, and devote ourselves to agricul- 
ture. This, to make our trade more free, it Is to 
be embarrassed and violently shifted from one 
country to another; not according to the interest 
of the merchants, but the visionary theories and 
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capricious rashness of the legislators. To make 
trade better, it is to be made nothing. 

So far as commerce and navigation are regard- 
ed, the pretences for this contest are confined to two. 
Weare not allowed to carry manufactured articles 

to Great Britain, nor any products, except of our 
own growth, and we are not permitted to go, with 
our own vessels, to the West Indies. The former, 
which is a provision of the Navigation Act, is of 
little importance to our interests, as our trade is 
chiefly a direct one ; our shipping not being equal 
to the carrying for other nations; and our manu- 
factured articles are not furnished in quantities 
for exportation, and if they were, Great Britain 
would not be a customer. So far, therefore, the 
restriction is rather nominal than real. The ex- 
clusion of our vessels from the West Indies is of 
more importance. When we propose to make an 
effort to force a privilege from Great Britain, 
which she is loth to yield to us, it is necessary to 
compare the value of the object with the effort, 
and, above all, to calculate very warily the proba- 
bility of success, A trivial thing deserves not a 
great exertion; much less ought we to stake a 
very great good in possession for a slight chance 
ofa less good. The carriage of one half the ex- 
rts and imports to and from the British West 
ndies, is the object to be contended for. Our 
whole exports to Great Britain are to be hazarded. 
We sell on terms of privilege and positive favor, 
as it has been abundantly shown, near seven mil- 
lions to the Dominions of Great Britain. Weare 
to risk the privilege in this great amount—for 
what? For the freight only of one half the Bri- 
tish West India trade with the United States. It 
belongs to commercial men to calculate the entire 
value of the freight alluded to; but it cannot bear 
much proportion to the amount of seven millions. 
Besides, if we are denied the privilege of carrying 
our articles in our vessels to the islands, we are on 
a footing of privilege in the sale of them. We 
have one privilege, if not two. It is readily ad- 
mitted that it is a desirable thing to have our ves- 
sels allowed to go to the English islands, but the 
value of the object has its limits; and we go un- 
questionably beyond them, when we throw our 
whole exports into confusion, and run the risk of 
losing our best markets, for the sake of forcing a 
permission to carry our own products to one of 
those markets; in which, too, it should be noticed, 
we sell much less than we do to Great Britain 
herself. If to this we add, that the success of the 
contest is grounded on the sanguine and passionate 
hypothesis of our being able to starve the island- 
ers, which, on trial, may prove false, and which 
our being involved in the war would overthrow 
at once, we may conclude, without going further 
into the discussion, that prudence forbids our en- 
gaging in the hazards of a commercial war; that 
great things should not be stated against such as 
are of much less value; that what we possess 
should not be risked for what we desite, without 
great odds in our favor; still less, if mg chance is 
infinitely against us. ? 

If these considerations should fail oftheir effect, 

it will be necessary to go into an examination of 
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the tendency of the system of discrimination to 
redress and avenge all our wrongs, and to realize 
all our hopes. 

It has been avowed, that we are to look tu 
France, not to England, for advantages in trade ; 
we are to show our spirit, and to manifest towards 
those who are called enemies the spirit of enmity, 
and towards those we call friends something more 
than passive good will; we are to take active 
measures to force trade out of its accustomed chan- 
nels, and to shift it by such means from England 
to France. The care of the concerns of the 
French manufacturers may be left, perhaps, as 
well in the hands of the Convention, as to be 
usurped into our own. However our zeal might 
engage us to interpose, our duty to our own imme. 
diate constituents demands all our attention. To 
volunteer it, in order to excite competition in one 
foreign nation to supplant another, is a very strange 
business; and to do it, as it has been irresistibly 
proved it will happen, at the — and cost of 
our own citizens, isa thing equally beyond all jus- 
tification and all example. hat is it but to tax 
our own people for a time, perhaps for a long 
time, in order that the French may at last sell as 
cheap as the English ?—cheaper they cannot, nor 
is it so much as pretended. The tax will bea loss 
to us, and the fancied tendency of it not a gain to 
this country, in the event, but to France. We 
shall pay more for a time, and in the end pay no 
less; for no object but that one nation may re- 
ceive our money instead of the other. If this is 
generous towards France, it is not just to Ameri- 
ca; it is sacrificing what we owe to our constitu- 
ents, to what we pretend to feel towards strangers. 
We have indeed heard a very ardent profession of 
gratitude to that nation, and infinite reliance seems 
to be placed on her readiness to sacrifice her inte- 
rest to ours. The story of this generous strife 
should be left to ornament fiction. This is not the 
form nor the occasion to discharge our obligations 
of any sort to any foreign nation; it concerns not 
our feelings but our interests, yet the debate has 
often soared high above the smoke of business into 
the epic region. The market for tobacco, tar, tur- 
pentine,and pitch, has become matter of sentiment, 
and given occasion alternately to rouse our courage 
and our gratitude. 

If, instead of hexameters, we prefer discussing 
our relation to foreign nations in the common lan- 
guage, we shall not find that we are bound by 
treaty to establish a preference in favor of the 
French. The treaty is founded on a professed re- 
ciprocity—favor for favor. Why is the principle 
of treaty or no treaty made so essential, when the 
favor we are going to give is an act of supereroga- 
tion? It is not expected by one of the nations in 
mag: 8 for Holland has declared, in her treaty with 
us, that such preferences are the fruitful source 
of animosity,embarrassment,and war. The French 
have set no such example. They discriminate, in 
their late Navigation Act, not as we are exhorted 
to do, between nations in treaty and not in treaty, 
but between nations at war and not at war with 
them ; so that, when Freee takes place, England will 
stand by that act on the same ground with ourselves 
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Mr. Ames proceeded to show, that if we expect 
by giving favor to get favor in return, it is impro- 
per to make a law. The business belongs to 
the Executive, in whose hands the Constitution 
has placed the power of dealing with foreign na- 
tions. He noticed its Sperersy to negotiate 
legislatively—to make by a law half a bargain, 
expecting a French law would make the other. 
He remarked that the footing, of treaty or no 
treaty, was different from the ground taken by the 
mover himself in supporting his system. He had 
said favor for favor was principle. Nations not 
in treaty grant favors—those in treaty restrict our 
trade. et the principle of discriminating in 
favor of nations in treaty, was not only inconsist- 
ent with the declared doctrine of the mover and 
with facts, but it is inconsistent with itself. Na- 
tions not in treaty are so very unequally operated 
upon by the resolutions, it is absurd to refer them 
to one principle. Spain and Portugal have no 
treaties with us, and are not disposed to have. 
Spain would not accede to the treaty of commerce 
between us and France, though she was invited ; 
Portugal would not sign a treaty after it had been 
discussed and signed on our part. They have few 
ships or manufactures, and do not feed their Colo- 
nies from us; of course there is little for the dis- 
crimination to operate upon. The operation on 
nations in treaty is equally a satire on the princi- 
ple of discrimination. Sweden, with whom we 
nave a treaty, duties rice higher, if borne in our 
bottoms, than in her own. France does the like, 
in respect to tobacco, two and a half livres the 

uintal, which in effect prohibits our vessels to 
reight tobacco, as the duty is more than the 
freight. He then remarked on the French Navi- 
gation Act, the information of which had been 
given to the House since the debate began. He 
said the mover had, somewhat unluckily, proposed 
to except from this system nations having no 
Navigation Acts, in which case France would be- 
come the subject of unfriendly discrimination as 
well as Great Britain. 

He remarked on the disposition of England to 
settle a commercial treaty, and adverted to the 
known desire of the Marquis of Lansdowne, (then 
Prime Minister,) in 1783, to form such an one on 
the most liberal principles. The history of that 
business, and the causes which prevented its con- 
clusion, ought to be made known to the public. 
The powers given to our Ministers were revoked, 
and yet we hear that no such disposition on the 
part of Great Britain has existed. The declara- 
tion of Mr. Pitt in Parliament, in June, 1792, as 
well as the correspondence with Mr. Hammond, 
show a desire to enter upon a negotiation. The 
statement of the report on the privileges and re- 
strictions of our commerce, that Great Britain has 
shown no inclination to meddle with the subject, 
seems to be incorrect. After tracing the operation 
of the resolution on different nations, he examined 
the supposed tendency to dispose Great Britain to 
settle an equitable treaty with this country. He 
asked whether those who held such language to- 
wards that nation as he heard, could be supposed 
to desire a treaty and friendly connexion? It 





seemed to be thought a merit to express hatred. 
It is common and natural to desire to annoy and 
to crush those whom we hate, but it is somewhat 
singular to pretend that the design of our anger is 
toembrace them. The tendency of angry mea- 
sures to friendly dispositions and arrangements is 
not obvious. e affect to believe that we shall 
quarrel ourselves into their good will—that we 
shall beat a new path to peace and friendship with 
Great Britain, one that is grown up with thorns, 
and lined with men-traps and spring-guns. It 
should be called the war-path. 

To do justice to the subject, its promised advan- 
tages should be examined. Exciting the compe- 
tition of the French is to prove an advantage to 
this country, by opening a new market with that 
nation. This is scarcely intelligible. If it means 
anything, it is an admission that their market is 
not a good one, or that they have not taken mea- 
sures to favor our traffic with them. In either 
case our system is absurd. The balance of trade 
is against us, and in favor of England. But the 
resolutions can only aggravate the evil, for, by 
compelling us to buy dearer and sell cheaper, the 
balance will be turned still more against our coun- 
try. Neither is the supply from France less the 
aliment of luxury than that from England. Their 
excess of credit is an evil which we pretend to 
cure: by checking the natural growth of our own 
capital, which is the undoubted tendency of re- 
straining trade, the progress of the remedy is thus 
delayed. If we will trade, there must be capital. It 
is best to have it of our own; if we have it not, 
we must depend on credit. Wealth springs from 
the profits of employment, and the best writers on 
the subject establish it, that employment is in pro- 
portion to the capital that is to excite and reward 
it. 

To strike off credit, which is the substitute for 
capital, if it were possible to do it, would so far 
stop employment. Fortunately, it is not possible; 
the activity of individual industry eludes the mis- 
judging power of Governments. The resolutions 
would, in effect, increase the demand for credit ; 
as our products selling for less in a new market, 
and our imports being bought dearer, there would 
be less money and more need of it. Necessity 
would produce credit. Where the laws are strict, 
it will soon find its proper level ; the uses of credit 
will remain, and the evil will disappear. 

But the whole theory of balances of trade, of 
helping it by restraint, and protecting it by sys- 
tems of prohibition and restriction against foreign 
nations, as well as the remedy for credit, are 
among the exploded dogmas which are equally 
refuted by the maxims of science and the author- 
ity of time. Many such topics have been advanced 
which were known to exist as prejudices, but were 
not expected as arguments. It seems to be be- 
lieved that the liberty of commerce is of some 
value. Although there are restrictions on one side, 
there will be some liberty left; counter restric- 
tions, by diminishing that liberty, are in their na- 
ture aggravations, and not remedies. We com- 
plain of the British restrictions as of a millstone ; 
our own system will be another, so that our trade 
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may hope to be situated between the upper and 
the nether millstone. 

On the whole, the resolutions contain two great 
rinciples. To control trade by law, instead of 
eaving it to the better management of the mer- 

chants, and the principle of a sumptuary law. To 
play the tyrant in the counting-house, and in di- 
recting the private expenses of our citizens, are 
employments equally unworthy of discussion. 
esides the advantages of the system, we have 
been called to another view of it, and which seems 
to have less connexion with the merits of the dis- 
cussion. The acts of States and the votes of public 
bodies, before the Constitution was adopted, and 
the votes of the House since, have been stated as 
rounds for our assent to this measure at this time. 

o help our own trade, to repel any real or sup- 
posed attack upon it, cannot fail to prepossess the 
mind; accordingly, the first feelings of every man 
yield to this proposition. But the sober judgment 
on the tendency and reasonableness of the inter- 

meddling of Government, often does, and probably 
ought still oftener, to change our impressions. On 
a second view of the question, the man who voted 
formerly for restrictions may say, much has been 
done under the new Constitution, and the good 
effects are yet making progress. The necessity of 
measures of counter restriction will appear to him 
much less urgent, and their efficacy in the present 
turbulent state of Europe infinitely less to be re- 
lied on. Far from being inconsistent in his con- 
duct, consistency will forbid his pressing the ex- 
periment of his principle under circumstances 
which baffle the hopes of its success. But if so 
much stress is laid on former opinions in favor of 
this measure, how happens it that there is so little 
on that which now appears against it. Not one 
merchant has spoken in favor of it in this body; not 
one navigating or commercial State has patron- 
ized it. 

Mr. Ames then entered pretty fully into the 
consideration of the absolute dependence of the 
British West India islands on our supplies. He 
admitted that they cannot draw them so well and 
so cheap from any other quarter; but this is not 
the point. Are they physically dependent ? Can 
we starve them? And may we reasonably expect 
thus to dictate to Great Britain a free admission 
of our vessels into her islands? He went into de- 
tails to prove the negative. Beef and pork sent 
from the now United States to the British West 
Indies, 1773, 14,993 barrels. In the war time, 1780, 
ditto from England, 17,795. At the end of the 
war, 1783, 16,526. ireland exported, on an ave- 
rage of seven years, prior to 1777, 250,000 barrels. 
Salted fish the English take in abundance, and 

rohibit it from us. Butter and cheese from Eng- 
and and Ireland are but lately banished even from 
our markets. Exports from the now United 
States, 1773: horses, 2,768 ; cattle, 1,203; sheep 
and hogs, 5,320. Twenty-two years prior to 1791, 
were exported from England to all ports, 29,131 
horses. Ireland, on an average of seven years, to 
1779, exported 4,040 live stock: exclusive of hogs. 
The coast of Barbary, the Cape de Verds, &c., 
supply sheep and cattle. The islands, since the 


war, have increased their domestic supplies to a 
great degree. The now United States exported 
about 130,000 barrels of flour in 1773 to the West 
Indies; Ireland, by grazing less, could supply 
wheat ; England also osually exports it, she also 
imports from Archangel. Sicily and the Barbary 
States furnish wheat in abundance. 

We are deceived when we fancy we can starve 
foreign countries. France is reckoned to consume 
grain at the rate of seven bushels to each soul: 
twenty-six millions of souls, the quantity 182 mil- 
lions of bushels. We export, to speak in round 
numbers, five or six millions of bushels to all the 
different countries which we supply; a trifle, this, 
to their wants. Frugality is a greater resource. 
Instead of seven bushels, perhaps two could be 
saved by stinting the consumption of the food of 
cattle, or by the use of other food. Two bushels 
saved to each soul, is fifty-two millions of bushels, 
a quantity which the whole trading world perhaps 
could not furnish. Rice is said to be prohibited 
by Spain and Portugal to favor their own. Brazi! 
could supply their rice instead of ours. Lumber— 
he stated the danger of despising Canada and No- 
va Scotia too much as rivals in the West India 
supply, especially the former. The dependence 
the English had placed on them some years ago 
had failed, partly because we entered into compe- 
tition with them on very superior terms, and part- 
ly because they were then in an infant state. They 
are now supposed to have considerably more than 
doubled their numbers since the peace; and if, in- 
stead of having us for competitors for the supply, 
as before, we should shut ourselves out by refusing 
our supplies or being refused entry for them, those 
two Colonies would rise from the ground: at least 
we should do more to bring it about than the Eng- 
lish Ministry had been able to do. In 1772, 679 
vessels, the actual tonnage of which was one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight thousand, were employed 
in the West India trade from Great Britain. They 
were supposed, on good ground, to be but half 
freighted to the islands; the might carry lumber, 
and the freight supposed to be deficient would be. 
at 40s. sterling the ton, £128,000. This sum would 
dirainish the extra charge of carrying lumber to 
the islands. But is lumber to be had? Yes, in 
Germany, and from the Baltic. Itiseven cheaper 
in Europe than ourown. Besides which, the hard 
woods used in mills are abundant in the islands. 
We are told they can sell their rum only to the 
United States: this concerns not their subsistence, 
but their profit. Examine it, however. In 1773, 
the now United States took near three millions 
felons rum. The remaining British Colonies, 

ewfoundland, and the African Coast, have con- 
siderable demand for this article. The demand of 
Ireland is very much on the increase. It was, in 
1763, 530,000 gallons; 1770, 1,558,000 gallons; 
1778, 1,729,000 gallons. 

Thus we see a total stoppage of the West India 
trade could not starve the islanders. It would af- 
fect us deeply; we should lose the sale of our pro- 
ducts and of course not gain the carriage in our 
own vessels. The object of the contest would be 
no nearer our reach than before. Instead, however, 
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of a total stoppage of the intercourse, it might 
happen that each nation prohibiting the vessels of 
the other, some third nation would carry on the 
traffic in its own bottoms. While this measure 
would disarm our system, it would make it recoil 
upon ourselves. It would in effect operate chiefly 
to obstruct the sale of our products. If they should 
remain unsold, it would be so much dead loss; or 
if the effect should be to raise the price on the con- 
sumers, it would either lessen the consumption or 
raise up rivals in the supply. The contest as it 
respects the West India trade is in every respect 
against us. To embarrass the supply from the 

nited States, supposing the worst as it regards 
the planters, can do no more than enhance the 

rice of sugar and coffee, and other products. The 
Presth islands are now in ruins, and the English 
planters have an increased price and double de- 
mand in consequence. While Great Britain con- 
fined the Colony trade to herself, she gave to the 
Colonists in return a monopoly in her consumption 
of West India articles. The extra expense arising 
from the severest operation of our system, is already 
provided against two-fold. Like other charges on 
the products of labor and capital, the burden will 
fall on the consumer. The luxurious and opulent 
consumer in Europe will not regard and perhaps 
will not know the increase of price nor the cause 
of it. The new settler who clears his land and 
sells the lumber, will feel any convulsion in the 
market more sensibly without being able to sus- 
tain it at all. It isa contest of wealth against want; 
of self-denial, between luxury and daily subsistence, 
that we provoke with so much confidence of suc- 
cess. A man of experience in the West India trade 
will see this contrast more strongly than it is pos- 
sible to represent it. 

One of the excellencies for which the measure 
is recommended is, that it will affect our imports. 
What is offered as an argument is really an ob- 
jection. Who willsupply our wants? Our own 
manufactures are growing, and it is a subject of 
great satisfaction that they are. But it would be 
wrong to overate their capacity to clothe us. The 
same number of inhabitants require more and 
more, because wealth increases. Add to this the 
rapid growth of our numbers, and perhaps it will 
be correct to estimate the progress of manufactures 
as only keeping pace with that of our increasing con- 
sumption and population. It follows that we shall 
continue to demand in future to the amount of our 
present importation. It is not intended by the re- 
solutions that we shall import from England. Hol- 
land and the North of Europe do not furnish a suf- 
ficient variety or sufficient quantity for our con- 
sumption. It is in vain to look to Spain, Portugal, 
and the Italian States. We are expected to depend 
principally upon France; it is impossible to exa- 
mine the ground of this dependence without ad- 
verting to the present situation of that country. 
{t is a subject upon which I practise no disguise, 
but I do not think it proper to introduce the poli- 
tics of France into this discussion. If others can 
find in the scenes that pass there, or in the princi- 

les and agents that direct them, proper subjects 

or amiable names and sources of joy and hope in 
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the prospect, I have nothing to say to it. It is an 
amusement which it is not my intention either 
to disturb or to partake of. I turn from these hor- 
rors to examine the condition of France in respect 
to manufacturing capital and industry. In this 
point of view, whatever political improvements 
may be hoped for, it cannot escape observation, 
that it presents only a wide field of waste and de- 
solation. Capital, which used to be food for manu- 
factures, is become their fuel. What once nour- 
ished industry, now lights the fires of civil war, 
and quickens th 

is like a ship, with a fine cargo, burning to the 
water’s edge, she may be built upon anew, and 
freighted with another cargo, and it will be time 
enough when that shall be, to depend on a part of 
it for our supply ; at present, and for many years, 
she will be not so much a furnisher as a consumer. 
It is therefore obvious, that we shall import our 
supplies either directly or indirectly from Great 
Britain. Any obstruction to the importation will 
raise the price which we who consume must bear. 


e progress of destruction. France 


That part of the argument which rests on the 


supposed distress of the British manufactures in 
consequence of the loss of our market, is in every 
view unfounded. They would not lose the market 
in fact, and if they did, should we prodigiously 
exaggerate the importance of our consumption to 
the British workmen? Important it doubtless is, 
but a little attention will expose the extreme folly 
of the opinion, that they would be brought to our 
feet by atrial ofourself-denying spirit. England now 
were France in the important Levant trade, 
int 

and in a great measure to the West Indies, to 
Spain, Portugal, and their dependencies. Her 
trade with Russia has of late vastly increased ; and 
she is treating for a trade with China; so that the 
new demands of English manufactures, consequent 
upon the depression of France as a rival, has 
amounted to much more than the whole Ameri- 
can importation, which is not three millions. 


e supply of manufactured goods to the East 


British manufactures exported 


in 1773, amounted to - - £9,417,000 
1774 - - - - 10,556,000 
1775 - - - - 10,072,000 
1789 - - . - 13,779,000 
1790—- - - - 14,921,000 
1791 - - - - 16,810,000 
1792 - - . - 18,310,000 


The ill effect of a system of restriction and pro- 
hibition in the West Indies has been noticed alrea- 
dy. The privileges allowed to our exports to 
England may be withdrawn, and prohibitory or 
high duties imposed. Mr. A. observed that not 
one of our articles is a monopoly, and noticed the 
effect of counter regulations on our products. He 
adverted particularly to pot and pearl ashes, and 
observed on the value of the extensive sale of that 
article, as it advances the clearing and settlement of 
our new lands; he said. the best encouragement 
for agriculture is a good market. 

The system before us is a mischief that goes to 
the root of our prosperity. The merchants will 
suffer by the schemes and projects of a new theory. 
Great numbers were ruined by the convulsions 
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of 1775. They are an order of citizens deserving 
better of Government than to be involved in new 
confusions. It is wrong to make our trade wage 
war for our politics. It is now scarcely said that 
it is a thing to be sought for but a weapon to fight 
with. To gain our approbation to the system, we 
are told it is to be gradually established ; in that 
case, it will be unavailing. It should be begun 
with in all its strength, if we think of starving the 
islands. Drive them suddenly and by surprise to 
extremity, if you would dictate terms, but they 
will prepare against a long-expected failure of our 
supplies. 
at nation will be tired of suffering loss and em- 
barrassment for the French. The rice growers 
and tobacco planters of the South will be, and 
ought to be, soon weary of a contest which they 
are told is to benefit ship owners of the East. The 
struggle, so painful to ourselves, so ineffectual 
against England, will be renounced, and we shall 
sit down with shame and loss, with disappointed 
passions and aggravated complaints. War, which 
would then suit our feelings, would not suit our 
weakness. We might perhaps find some Euro- 
pean Power willing to make war on England, and 
we might be permitted by a strict alliance to par- 
take the misery and the dependence of being a 
subaltern in the quarrel. The happiness of this 
situation seems to be in view when the system be- 
fore us is avowed to be the instrument of aveng- 
ing our political resentments. Those who affect 
to dread foreign influence will do well to avoid a 
eect European jealousies and rivalships. 
ourting the friendship of the one, and provoking 
the hatred of the other, is dangerous to our real in- 
dependence; for it would compel America to throw 
herself into the arms of the one for protection 
inst the other. Then foreign influence, perni- 
cious as it is, would be sought for, and though it 
should be shunned, it could not be resisted. The con- 
nexions of trade form ties between individuals 
and produce little control over Government. They 
are the ties of peace, and are neither corrupt nor 
corrupting. 

In the course of his speech, Mr. A. adverted to 
the danger of cutting off a part of the public reve- 
nue by the operation of the proposed regulations. 

He remarked upon the hostile tendency of the 
resolutions ; we have happily escaped from a state 
of the most imminent danger to our peace. A 
false step would lose all the security for its con- 
tinuance which we owe at this moment to the con- 
duct of the Presipent. What is to save us from 
war; not our own power which inspires terror; 
not the gentle and forbearing spirit of the Powers 
of Europe at this crisis; not the weakness of Eng- 
land ; nor her affection for this country ; if we be- 
lieve the assurances of gentlemen on the other 
side. Whatis it then? It isthe interest of Great 
Britain to have America for a customer, rather than 
an enemy. And it is precisely that interest which 
—— are so eager to take away, and to trans- 
er to France. And what is stranger still, they say 
they rely on that operation asa means of produc- 
ing peace with the Indians and Algerines. The 
wounds inflicted on Great Britain by our enmity, 
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are expected to excite her to supplicate our friend- 
snip and to appease us by soothing the animosity 
of our enemies. 

What is to produce effects so mystical, so oppo- 
site to thenature, so much exceeding the efficacy of 
their pretended causes? This wonder-working 

per on the table, is the weapon of terror an 
destruction—like the writing on Belshazzar’s wall, 
it is to strike parliaments and nations with dis- 
may. It is to be stronger than fleets against pirates, 
or than armies against Indians. After the exami- 
nation it has undergone, credulity itself will laugh 
at these pretensions. 

We pretend to expect not by the force of our 
restrictions, but by the mere show of our spirit, to 
level all the fences that have guarded for ages the 
monopoly of the Colony trade. 

The repeal of the Navigation Act of England, 
which is cherished as the palladium of her safety, 
which time has rendered venerable and prosperity 
endeared to her people, is to be extorted from her 
fears of a weaker nation. It is not to be yielded 
freely, but violently torn from her; and yet the 
idea of a struggle to prevent indignity and loss, is 
considered as a chimera too ridiculous for sober 
refutation. She will not dare, say they, to resent 
it, and gentlemen have pledged themselves for the 
certain success of the attempt; what is treated as 
a phantom is vouched by fact. Her Navigation 
Act is known to have caused an immediate con- 
test with the Dutch, and four desperate sea-fights 
ensued, in consequence, the very year of its pas- 
sage. How far it is an act of aggression for a neu- 
tral nation to assist the supplies of one neighbor, 
and to annoy and distress another, at the crisis of 
a contest between the two, which strains their 
strength to the utmost, is a question which we 
might not agree indeciding. But the tendency of 
such unreasonable partiglity, to exasperate the 
spirit of-hostility against the intruder, cannot be 
doubted. The language of the French Govern- 
ment would not soothe this spirit. 

It proposes, on the sole condition of a political 
connexion, to extend to usa part of their West In- 
dia commerce. The coincidence of our measures 
with their invitations, however singular, needs no 
comment. Of all men, those are least consistent, 
who believe in the efficacy of the regulations, and 
yet affect to ridicule their hostile tendency. In the 
commercial conflict say they, we shall surely pre- 
vail and effectually humble Great Britain. In open 
war we are the weaker, and shall be brought into 
danger, if not to ruin. It depends, therefore, ac- 
cording to their own reasoning, on Great Britain 
herself, whether she will persist in a struggle 
which will disgrace and weaken her, or turn it 
into a war which will throw the shame and ruin 
upon her antagonist. The topics which furnish 
argument to show the danger to our peace from 
the resolutions, are too fruitful to be exhausted. 
But without pursuing them further, the expe- 
rience of mankind has shown that commercial 
rivalships, which spring from mutual efforts for 
monopoly, have kindled more wars and wasted 
the earth more than the spirit of conquest. 

He hoped we should show by our vote, that we 
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deem it better policy to feed nations than to starve 
them, and that we should never be so unwise as 
to put our good customers into a situation to be 
forced to make every exertion to do without us. 
By cherishing the arts of peace, we shall acquire, 
and we are actually acquiring the strength and 
resources fora war. Instead of seeking treaties, 
we ought to shun them, for the later they shall be 
formed, the better will be the terms—we shall have 
more to give and more to withhold. We have 
not yet taken our proper rank, nor acquired that 
consideration, which will not be refused us if we 
persist in prudent and pacific counsels, if we give 
time for our strength to mature itself. Though 
America is rising with a giant’s strength, its bones 
are yet but cartilages. By delaying the beginning 
of a conflict, we insure the victory. 

By voting out the resolutions, we shall show to 
our Own citizens, and foreign nations, that our 
prudence has prevailed over our prejudices, that 
we prefer our interests to our resentments. Let 
us assert a genuine independence of spirit; we 
shall be false to our duty and feelings as Ameri- 
cans, if we basely descend to a servile dependence 
on France or Great Britain. 

When Mr. Ames had concluded, the Committee 
rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Tuespay, January 28. 


A memorial of the Delegates from the several 
Societies formed in different parts of the United 
States, for promoting the abolition of slavery, in 
Convention assembled, at Philadelphia, on the 
first instant, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that Congress may adopt such measures 
as may be the most effectual and expedient for the 
abolition of the slave trade. Also, a memorial of 
the Providence Society for abolishing the slave 
trade, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred 
to Mr. Troumputt, Mr. Warp, Mr. Gives, Mr. 
Tatpor, and Mr. Grove; that they do examine 
the matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 

A petition of Philip Peckham, of Providence, in 
the State of Rhode Island. was presented to the 
House and read, praying compensation for his 
services in superintending the building and repairs 
of boats, employed by order of Major General Sul- 
livan, for the use of the American Army, during 
the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Secretary of War, with instruction to exa- 
mine the same, and report his opinion thereupon 
to the House. 


FRENCH REFUGEES. 


A petition of Peter Gauvain and Louis Du- 
bourg, in behalf of the French refugees of Ca 
Francois, now at Baltimore, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that Congress will speed- 
ily decide on the memorial of the committee ap- 
—— by the Legislature of Maryland, do draw 
or, and distribute, the moneys granted by that 
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State for the relief of the French emigrants from 
the Island of St. Domingo. 

Mr. Murray moved that it should be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, along with the report of the select com- 
mittee upon it. He thought it would be an act of 
humanity to relieve the persons mentioned in the 
petition. And if that was improper, he thought 
that the next greatest act of humanity which 
could be done, was to relieve them from suspense. 

Mr. Ciark was of opinion that the matter 
should be instantly taken up, as the fund for their 
relief expired on the 2d of February next. 

Mr. Hunrer, from South Carolina, mentioned 
a remarkable exertion of benevolence respecting 
persons of this kind, which had taken place in that 
State. The motion was agreed to, and the House 
directly resolved itself into a Committee on the 
question. 

It was then moved and seconded, that the Pre- 
SIDENT be authorized to pay $10,000 of the public 
money for the use of the refugees, and to negoti- 
ate the payment of it, with the Ministry of France. 

Mr. Boupinor was convinced, that, by the Con- 
stitution, the House had a right to give it in the 
first instance. He considered the Committee as 
too confined, and thought that it should have com- 
prehended all the people of this sort in North 
America. Many of these people, since Winter set 
in, must have perished of cold and want in the 
streets of Philadelphia, but for the benevolence of 
some well-disposed people. He urged the Com- 
mittee, in the most pathetic language, to extend 
immediate and effectual relief. 

Mr. S. Smirn was confident that Congress 
would be repaid with thanks by the Republic of 
France. He said that a supply of powder and 
ball had been sent from one of the Southern 
States to St. Domingo, and that the price had been 
punctually and thankfully repaid. Santhonax 
and Polverel had been recalled, who were the au- 
thors of all the mischief that had happened. The 
refugees expected to return to their settlements 
before the Ist of May, and they would then be 
very able, and very willing to repay the money 
themselves. 

Mr. Smitie recommended the entering into a 
negotiation with the French Ambassador, for se- 
curing payment of what sum should be voted. 

Mr. Cxiark hoped that the motion would in- 
stantly pass. In a case of this kind, we were not 
to be tied up by the Constitution. Were Alge- 
rines cast upon the mercy of America, in sucha 
situation, he would pay them the same tribute of 
humanity. The Fonts Ambassador had re- 
stricted his services to a particular class of people. 
It was not the business of the House, whether the 
refugees at Baltimore were democrats or aristo- 
crats. They were men; and, as such, were enti- 
tled to compassion and to relief. 

Mr. S. Smrru, in reply to Mr. Smruie, said, that 
Mr. Genet, when solicited on behalf of these peo- 
ple, made answer, that he was not authorized on 
the part of the Republic to give them any thing, 
but sent them $2,000 from himself. 

Mr. Siti replied that Mr. Smirx had mis- 
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taken him ; he did not wish to seek money from 
Mr. Genet. But he thought it would be singular 
to give away so large a sum, without endeavoring 
to secure the approbation of the French Minister, 
as a step towards repayment. 

Mr. Dexter had formerly entertained scruples, 

but he now approved the motion. 
_ Mr. Nicnotas did not approve the motion in 
its Original shape, nor did i like it better by its 
a now altered into a motion for authorizing 
the Presipenr to pay the money. Mr. N. ex- 
eo in the strongest and most unequivocal 
anguage, his compassion for the sufferers ; but, as 
he had not seen a way pointed out of relieving 
them, agreeably to the Constitution, he recom- 
mended a shorter one. Out of the liberal com- 
pensation which the members of that House re- 
ceived from the country, he thought that the sum 
wanted might easily be subscribed. He did not 
know thesher the Lepeblic would thank us for 
helping them; perhaps they might be accounted 
rebels. 

Mr. Firzsimons proposed a second amendment 
of the original motion. 

Mr. Nicno.as replied: If this thing goes down 
at all, it should be as an act of charity, and marked 
in giving, that it is going beyond our power, but 
that, from a knowledge of the universal wish of 
our constituents, and a sense of our general obli- 
gations to France, we have granted the money. 

Mr. Scorr pressed for the relief in reference to 
the citizens of Baltimore. If they were invaded by 
an army, we certainly would assist them; and 
where is the difference, (added Mr. S.,) whether 
they be an army of fighters, or an army of eaters. 
We must relieve them, to be sure. 

Mr. S. Smiru said that these distressed people 
were all women and children, except three old 
men. The boys who were old enough, had been 
bound apprentices. The men had been enlisted 
by the advice of Mr. Genet, who said the Repub- 
lie wanted recruits. He had likewise obtained 
two ships for five hundred of the refugees, who 
wanted to go to France. Genet was able to do 
nothing more for them, as the $2,000 that he gave, 
were out of his own pocket. It had been alleged, 
that there was no precedent for relieving these 
people. He mentioned two: The Americans in 
captivity at Algiers had been assisted by the Bri- 
tish Consul. Some years ago, the crew of an 
American vessel had been shipwrecked on the 
coast of Portugal. They were assisted with the 
utmost generosity by a private gentleman. In 
both cases, Congress thankfully repaid the money 
advanced. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Nicwo.as] had offered his salary, but the idea had 
not been supported, so that it went for nothing. 
And are we, (said Mr. S.,) to stand up here, and 
tell the world that we dare not perform an act of 
benevolence? Is this to be the style of an Ame- 
rican Congress? The gentleman from Virginia 
had said that perhaps these people would be con- 
sidered as traitors by the Republic. Were women 
and fatherless children to be regarded as traitors ? 
Mr. S. was extremely affected, and apologized 
more than once to the House for the warmth with 
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which he spoke. He said that himself and others 
who had witnessed the scene of distress, were sur- 
prised; the gentleman did not feel as they did. 

Mr. Mapison possessed Constitutional scruples. 
He thought that the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. S. Smirn) would not have injured his cause 
by a greater moderation of language, nor his credit 
for benevolence by not saying that his sympathy 
arose chiefly from being an eye witness. 

At last, the Speaker proposed to the Commit- 
tee an amendment, which met the ideas of the 
members, and the resolution passed, as follows: 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding —— dol- 
lars be appropriated for the support of such of the 
inhabitants of St. Domingo, resident within the 
United States, as shall be found in want of such 
support. 

hat a regular account of the moneys so ex- 
nded be kept; and that the PResipENT OF THE 
nitED States be requested to obtain a credit 
therefor, in the accounts between the French Re- 
public and the United States. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill in conformity with the foregoing 
resolution, and providing for the due application 
of the moneys aforesaid; and that Mr. Ames, Mr. 
Tracy, and Mr. Dent, be the said committee. 


COMMERCE WITH THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries. 


Mr. Rurnerrorp said: Perhaps too much 
stress has been laid on the interest of the moment, 
and on the temper of nations. Be that as it may, 
the resolutions in question are truly patriotic, as 
they contemplate, with other objects, placing our 
manufactures in an easy train of progression, and 
retrenching a little some branches of our present 
commerce, and therefore this important business 
seems to resolve itself into two great questions, 
which I shall only keep in view on this occasion. 

First. Is there an excess in any branch of our 
commerce? Secondly. Have these States arrived 
at the proper period for commencing manutac- 
tures? In observing, on this great subject, I shall 
not proceed to minute deductions or abstruse rea- 
sonings. Much debate has already prevailed, and 
no doubt, from motives the most pure and patri- 
otic, and | trust the same purity of intention will 
actuate me at this time. 

I have, through life, been governed by a few 
plain maxims, and perhaps some of these may ap- 
ply in the present case. 

The husbandman who attends with unremitting 
care to his fruit trees or vines, when he discovers 
a branch or shoot drawing too much nourishment, 
he crops the luxuriant growth. And if the farmer 
discovers a disposition in his neighbor to divert 
the attention of his family from the common in- 
terest, and to pocket the fruits of their toil, he 
narrows the ground of future intercourse as far as 
possible with such neighbor. {h 

I pay the greatest respect to the opinions of 
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gentlemen. In short, I revere their sentiments 
while I differ with them. 

The United States are happily independent, 
and, as other nations, are to act a part on the great 
theatre of this world. And I am aware of the 
malignity, envy, jealousy, and all the other fell 

ssions, so predominant with nations in general. 

am also well aware that the commerce of this 
people is a subject which embraces present and 
remote consequences of the greatest importance ; 
and I hope that I shall not incur the imputation of 
vanity, in saying that I am second to very few, in 
a tender and paternal regard for the well-being of 
this our common country. 

All temporal things are subject to excess, and 
the people, by their representatives, have a right 
to judge when the tide, even of commerce, is 
verging toa dangerous and destructive channel. 
And shall not this great and growing country ex- 
ert a timely and cautious prudence against the 
selfish policy of any nation? Surely, the Ameri- 
can people may pursue such measures as appear 
to be for the advantage of their free citizens with- 
out incurring the resentment of any. But if, in 
despite of the purest intentions, and of justice and 
moderation, a malignant and hostile temper in 
any, should be the result, it is the duty of a greatand 
generous people to meet the event with firmness, an 
indignant contempt, and to prepare for the worst. 

I confess that I consider the genius of com- 
merce almost as a divinity, yet I cannot expand 
my faith with those who contend that it may rush 
against and overturn all the fences of reason, and 
in the end regulate itself. A position to me as 
incongruous, as that the atoms innumerable, which 
float in our atmosphere, shall at last adhere, and 
form an intelligent being. 

If circumstances in the course of our commerce 
are, in some measure, against us, and which few 
deny, the longer this subtle evil prevails, the more 
arduous the task in removing it; habits of lon 
standing are very obstinate. We shall be told 
from time to time, that the period is not yet, when 
American manufactures may be introduced. It is 
natural for man to entertain a pleasing desire to 
remain on his native spot, and this will be the 
case while the many thousands we support be- 
yond the Atlantic can be supplied by us with ma- 
terials, and fed at home. It is, in my opinion, high 
time to form the basis of our real independence. 
Some of our present commercial connexions are 
so far on excess, as to endanger the propagation of 
a spirit and opinions repugnant to the freedom 
and real interest of the greatness of the people, b 
inducing them to believe that they ought impli- 
citly to concur with those who advocate com- 
merce, though in excess, be their motives what 
they may. Tt is ata to hope that all the 
agricultural productions of this extensive Conti- 
nent can always find a market at the islands in 
the Atlantic, and those sterile tracts of Furope, 
which now receive them. It would affora me 
much real pleasure if such were the case—found 
as I am of agriculture, and anxiously engaged for 
the prosperity of all who are prosecuting that very 
necessary and life-sustaining occupation. 





Lack of bread, or other articles which compose 
our supplies, will at all times bring forward pur- 
chasers. No ship navigates the ocean to serve 
United America. It is interest that stimulates the 
mariner. 

The Eastern States are competent to several 
branches of manufacture, and to the production of 
wool, flax, &c. Their habits of economy, patience, 
and industry, are entitled to great praise. I con- 
sider them as very respectable branches of the 
Union, while I admire that spirit of enterprise 
conspicuous in their brave citizens. But if their 
scene of action should be a little circumscribed 
they can be usefully employed at their peaceful 
homes, in the enjoyment of every domestic 
comfort. 

The Middle States are productive of iron and 
other things necessary, and are prosecuting some 
manufactures with effect. They have from the 
first been engaged in manufactures. Pennsylvania, 
I well remember, has long attended to manufac- 
tures, and to the comfort of her artificers, which 
has conduced to the present opulence and real in- 
dependence of her citizens. My recollection takes 
in the first manly growth of this State: look to it 
now. Behold what the majesty of the an is 
acting and doing for the common weal! Then 
why hesitate, and thus timidly look to others for 
what is here attainable ? 

The Southern States produce cotton and other 
necessary articles, and are susceptible of great im- 
provement in manufactures, as great numbers of a 
certain description that are for the most part idle, 
may be usefully and advantageously employed. 

One State on the Southwestern frontier can 
supply all nations with hemp, and it might per- 
haps be of public utility to encourage the growth 
of this valuable article, as well as some particular 
branch of manufacture. 

Why should the American citizens, possessed of 
the most fertile and extensive Continent, wish to 
act like those confined within very narrow limits? 
Let us cast our eyes to one of those great com- 
mercial nations. View their preposterous naval 
armaments. Are not their subjects oppressed and 
bowed down with taxes? But can this oppres- 
sive burden secure them against an enormous and 
fast increasing public debt? No: nor against 
perpetual conflicts, and the most violent discord 
with other nations. 

Shall the great body of American citizens place 
all their hopes on the turbulent seas ?—bid adieu 
to every endearing connexion, explore every sea 
and dangerous coast on the globe—for what? I 
bow to such intrepidity—such a spirit of enter- 
prise. Butwhat says reason? Stay at home, my 
sons, and comfort those with whom you are en- 
dearingly connected. 

The great art of Government is, to support in 
comfort the greatest numbers; and therefore, the 
Government of Chinais considered by many as 
a very good one, their numbers being exceedingly 
great. These people are zealously attached to the 
soil of their widely-extended country. The na- 
tives of China are not seen in every part of the 
habitable earth, nor on the remotest seas. Upon 
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the whole, it is with me conclusive, that there 
may be dangerous excess even in some commer- 
cial transactions; and that to cherish manufac- 
tures, as far as reason and the state of things dic- 
tate, is politically and absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Forrest rose merely to solicit that the 
question might be put, as enough had been said on 
both sides of it. 

_Mr. Murray said, he should feel himself admo- 
nished, by the lateness of this period of the debate, 
and call of the question from his colleague, to 
shorten the remarks which he intended to offer 
against the resolutions, nor would he now presume 
on the indulgence of the Committee, after so much 
had been said, did he not hold it to be the duty of 
a Representative to use every exertion, either to 
obtain a good, or to avert an evil. He would en- 
deavor to avoid tiring the Committee with a re- 
petition of what had been so ably stated by those 
with whom he thought, and would leave the clear 
and comprehensive statement of the relative situ- 
ation of our trade towards Great Britain, France, 
and other Powers, to that good sense in the Com- 
mittee, which would find ample consolation in the 
comparison. As his own prejudices, which he 
confessed were heretofore fostered by a defect of 
commercial knowledge, had yielded to the lights 
which his own examination, and that of others, 
had thrown on this question, he entertained a 
hope that others, similarly situated, would candid- 
ly and impartially view a subject, which demand- 
ed a dismission of prejudice and passion, and 
which ought to be tried upon a commercial prin- 
ciple, which was a computing and a comparing 
one. 

He had early, and for a long time, taken u 
ideas without much examination, that the Ameri- 
can commerce suffered from illiberal restrictions, 
and declared that, when the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia first suggested his intentions, the outlines, 
which he so ably drew, met his strongest prepos- 
sessions. If anything from that gentleman, then, 
gave an inauspicious air to the measure he pro- 
popes, it was the eagerness with which he urged 
or an early and hasty discussion of those resolu- 
tions, which no member could look at, after all 
that had been said, without perceiving that they 
related to the best and largest interests of this 
country ; interests which required diligence and 
much reflection to comprehend, and which all the 

sions and all the feelings could by no means do 
justice to in the estimate. They were interests 
that required great coolness to discern, and to mea- 
sure properly. They had resulted from practice 
and the nature of our situation, and they ought to 
be treated with respect, and innovated on with 
caution. The restrictions contemplated a great 
change of commercial arrangements, bottomed 
both on presumed commercial injuries, sustained 
under its present regulations, and on political 
views, which long standing, and recent evils, had 
brought into notice. 

He could not agree, that the commercial ar- 
eee at present existing, were the best that 
could possibly exist; nor was he insensible to the 
political evils we had endured, but he doubted how 
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far these resolutions were formed to remedy the 
first, or to remove the last. 

He believed the commercial situation of this 
country, relatively considered, towards the Powers 
of Europe, was now pretty well understood to be 
indebted more to interest than to partiality in any 
of the Powers. 

That it was flourishing, when considered inde- 
pendently of the present war, from which nothing 
certain could be concluded, he had no doubt. 

With respect to the comparative estimate of the 
restrictions and privileges imposed or granted by 
those Powers, or by the United States, he should 
trust the efficacy of the information on that part 
of the question, to the recollection of the Commit- 
tee, and would confine himself to a few points 
which he believed had been but lightly touched 
on by others. He would endeavor to offer some 
remarks that he thought palliated some of the evils 
complained of as grounds of change; and confine 
his views to a few heads of complaint. It was 
said our commerce was shackled by the British, 
and by the influence of habit; that our tonnage 
was unequal to our exports; that arrangements 
might be made with other nations, who would give 
us a greater latitude and more liberal terms. He 
denied that the commerce of the United States was 
shackled or confined, or that it was restricted un- 
naturally by old Colonial habits. The report of 
the actual tonnage of the United States showed 
us a foreign commerce, ace ject 289,294 tons. 
Any man who was acquainted with the real state 
of this subject would naturally have concluded, 
from the declarations of gentlemen, that, so inve- 
terately were our old Colonial habits formed, and 
so miserably was our commerce confined, this 
large amount of tonnage must have been concen- 
tered in the ports of Britain or her Colonies. 

The reverse was the truth, and, in support of 
this idea, he would refer to the report. ‘This re- 
port shows that our ships visit every part of the 
world; that there is no place to which American 
enterprises does not convey our various products. 
It is a chart of our maritime genius, extremely 
exhilarating to our pride, and affords the strong- 
est argument against the assertion. It goes be- 
yond controversy; it is a contradiction which 
can be understood by any man who can read. 
There is no resisting its force, when adduced to 
prove, that so far is our commerce from being con- 

ned, that the most distant ports and oceans in 
Russia and China, and the Pacific, are its only 
boundaries. It completely illustrates the practi- 
cal, as well as theoretical, independence of Ame- 
rican commerce; for, of the whole amount of the 
tonnage employed abroad, but sixty-two thousand 
some odd hundreds, go to Britain and its depend- 
encies; there are two hundred and twenty-seven 
thousand tons of this total employed among other 
nations; and Britain, which formerly monopo- 
lized, indeed, our commerce, has now a little more 
than one-fifth of the navigation of the United 
States in her ports. It is true that three-fourths 
of the imports are from thence, and that our ex- 
port to her is not equal to this import; but that 
deficiency is paid circuitously and to advantage, 








36 


94, 


the 


ers 











357 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 358 


January, 1794.] 








by bills; for, as the trade is free to leave her, as 
the merchants, actuated by interest, would buy as 
cheap as possible, we are fairly to conclude, that 
they sell some of our raw materials and products 
to more advantage in other ports than hers, but 
yet purchase in her’s cheaper; so, the commerce 
must be a beneficial one, or they would naturally 
forsake it. That our exports are greater to Portu- 

1, Spain, and the United Provinces, than our 
imports from thence, is a proof that they give good 
prices for our products; but from want of assort- 
ments, or from their manufactures not being as 
saleable here, or as cheap as those from Britain, 
our merchants make up by bills from those places 
on London, to suppl the deficiency of the export 
to that port. ith respect to predilection for 
Britain, introduced asa ground of consumption, 
he did not believe it existed; certain he was, he 
felt it not himself. He could see nothing in the 
mere exercise of taste, in the consumption of ma- 
nufactures, or preference of what was well manu- 
factured and cheap, that was connected with the 
theory of political sentiment. In this country, no 
such predilection for that nation existed; on the 
contrary, he believed the most substantial inte- 
rests of commerce were now at hazard, from the 
very prejudices which were used by gentlemen 
sometimes to prove the very reverse. As to the 
perfect freedom of trade, and that wniversal treaty 
of which the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gites] 
gave us a hint, but no outline, the other day, he 
questioned much if the accidental variance among 
nations. on which substantial differences had been 
moulded by habits, rendered the thing possible, 
and were it possible, whether all young countries 
that were not on even terms of manufacture, and 
ready for a competition of ingenuity, would not 
suffer extremely by the institution; he was sure 
this would. The idea was a benevolent one, but 
it was not one that could bear practice. On all 
questions in which great and complicated inte- 
rests were under speculation, when habit, and 
modes of life and taste, and an immemorial course 
of things were to be considered, he always wished 
to see much respect paid to the past as well as the 
existing order of such things, as long as the result 
of the whole seemed to be a greateand certain 
share of national prosperity. It was, Mr. Mur- 
RAY Observed, a difficult and hazardous thing to 
attempt to define with precision the particular 
cause of prosperity ; it led to political quackery. 
We know, however, with certainty, that never 
did a country so rapidly move forward to perfec- 
tion as do the United States—that our naviga- 
tion has increased since the adoption of this Go- 
vernment, in proportion to other branches of trade, 
and that our commerce is both useful and orna- 
mental, and the instrument of a revenue essential 
to the payment of a debt that we must discharge. 

He said the complaint of gentlemen who sup- 
ported the resolutions, that our tonnage was in- 
adequate to our exports, was in his mind an in- 
considerate and fallacious species of regret. It 
might be a desirable thing were our tonnage equal 
to our exports, but even this would be a good or 
an evil, as it might be connected, or not, with ob- 
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jects over which we had no certain control. He 

would remark, that such a state of navigation, at 

present, assumed two things as its basis—a great 

and manifest disproportion between all the branch- 

es of industry dependent on ship-building and na- 
vigation, and the other trades; and our power ot 

becoming carriers for other nations, which would 

not be the case if maritime Powersacted with their 

accustomed vigilance. Unless the last employ- 
ment were provided for by the regulations of fo- 
reign Powers in favor of our ships, the first would 

be a serious evil. He thought it a safe proposi- 
tion to which nothing but wild and crude specu- 
lation could he opposed, to say, that, as long as 
our right to be the carriers of other nations was 
not submitted to by them, the power to export all 
the raw materials of this country and its products 
would be anevil. This regret of gentlemen, he 
believed, to be founded on a comparison of this 
branch of trade here and in other maritime coun- 
tries, as Holland, England, and some others. A 
little reflection would, he believed, afford consola- 
tion, by showing that their comparative superiori- 
ty in the carrying business resulted from a solid 
difference in the situation of these countries, and 
of the United States; nay, that this very superi- 
ority is the result of necessity more than choice ; 
a necessity which the free and happy citizens of 
this rich and abundant country did not feel, and 
which they would not feel for ages. The carry- 
ing trade of this country will never be equal to its 
exports, till the population of America bears a 
nearer proportion to the lands and the raw mate- 
rials; till each branch of industry is proportion- 
ably supplied with labor; or the foreign Powers 
admit our carrying trade to a fair competition 
with their own. It is true, that we abound in ar- 
ticles of immense importance to the European 
artist, but they are so extremely bulky and heavy, 
that it is clear our exports require more than dou- 
ble the quantity of tonnage that the imports de- 
mand. The exports are, tobacco, rice, grain of 
all sorts, lumber, pot and pearl ash, and such 
heavy and bulky products; whereas, the imports 
are manufactures, small in bulk, high finished, 
light, portable, and of great value, for the space 
and tonnage they require in transportation. The 
proportion between them both is of value, and not 
of size. The first and great tendency of all things 
here, is towards agriculture and the rougher arts, 
as lumber-getting, which belongs to agriculture ; 
the other arts and pursuits are but auxiliary to this 
main body of the national calling. This predis- 
position and tendency will be for ever SPeEne up 
the ability to furnish the raw and bulky article of 
export, while it irresistibly disfurnishes the ship- 
yard and its dependent arts, of that industry which 
would be necessary to complete the power of af- 
fording domestic tonnage equal to the export ; that 
is, we can afford more labor in the procuring of 
the export, than we can spare to the arts of ship- 
building and navigation. These pursuits that be- 
long to agriculture anda settled life, are more con- 
genial with our country, where freedom and plen- 
ty invite to marriage, the rearing of families, and 
the acquisition of lands. At present, he believed 
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ships, advantages, in which participation was con- 
templated. In the two great scenes, France and 
Great Britain, to which American habits and 
course of business would most probably lead, and 
trom whence the manufactures were to be im- 
ported, the American carrier would find himself. 
after unlading his export, under restrictions which 
would force him to seek distant and circuitous 
trading voyages, or return home in ballast. In 
both these countries, he would find his enterprise 
checked by their respective Navigation Acts—for 
Monsieur Barrere has reported a Navigation Act; 
it has been adopted by the Convention ; and, as 
far as it respects the carrying trade, precludes us, 
except merely for our own productions. The ar- 
tificial progress of things in France in manufac- 
tures, her political rivalries, and her Colonial rela- 
tions, one would have supposed, would long since 
have pointed out such an imitation of the English 
act. The English act seemed dictated by neces- 
sity arising from causes, which, somewhat resem- 
bling those of France, find little analogy in the 
present circumstances of this country. 

When imitation is pointed out to us as a piece 
of policy, it is a duty to view our actual situation 
to discover similitude of principle and causes ; and 
to estimate the importance of differences between 
national qualities here and in countries of whose 
practice and systems an imitation is proposed. If 
the situations, times, and causes are similar, there 
will be plausible ground. If other causes of na- 
tional prosperity, more eligible than those of other 
countries, present themselves toour view, we ought 
to be cautious, certain, and slow to decide. Very 
remarkable differences are palpable here from the 
circumstances that seemed to him to have forced 
the carrying Powers of Europe to be such. It was 
important to view them, for political contentment 
would result from a comparison in which we found 
our difference. 

In no country, that Mr. Murray recollected, did 
the history of the carrying trade show us a people 
overflowing with raw materials and natural wealth, 
inhabiting a new, extensive, fertile soil, who be- 
came great carriers. 

If we examine the causes that made Venice and 
Genoa, and other free States of Italy, the carriers 
for the West of Europe, through the Straits of 
Gibraltar, to all the States that were rich enough 
to purchase, or refined enough to enjoy the luxu- 
ries of Asia and the Mediterranean, we find them 
small, with no extent of fertility or soil; and with 
a population overflowing, and disproportioned to 
the land, labor, or its produce. The Hanse-Towns, 
the Dutch and the English, with a few shades of 
difference, were similarly situated when they be- 
came the successors to these Republics in the car- 
rying trade. 

Had all of them abounded in those bulky raw 
materials which arise from a soil like ours, with 
sparse population, with a great disparity between 
labor and its objects, they never would have been 
the great carrying nations they were. We should 
have seen something like that equipoise of em- 

loyment which the genius of our own country 
eads to; and agriculture at least disputing the 


the seamen engaged in the foreign American ton- 
nage, to say nothing of the coasting trade and fish- 
eries, which doubled the amount, were more than 
in proportion to the citizens employed in the me- 
chanic and manufacturing trade, making the rela- 
tive proportions between them in England, the 
standard to judge by. 

The tonnage rapidly increased every year ; and, 
he took it for granted, would observe a due pro- 
portion under its present great encouragement, 
which amounted just to an easy protection to sti- 
mulate industry and secure cheap imports, with- 
out giving a rash monopoly to that branch of bu- 
siness—and here, he would remark, that, under 
the existing regulation, the very best consequence 
flowed in on the consumer. By the additional 
duty of ten per cent. on goods imported in foreign 
bottoms, and the addition of forty-four cents per 
ton, we secured the importation of foreign goods 
to American tonnage, and by this means bought 
cheap; and, by leaving your ports free to foreign 
vessels, under an easy tonnage duty, there isa 
competition kept up in the domestic market for 
those exports, for which the foreign tonnage comes 
into your harbor. Thus, already we buy cheap 
and sell dear athome. The competition that arises 
in our markets, in consequence of foreign ships 
becoming carriers of the surplus over that to which 
our own tonnage is equal, certainly raised the 
price of all things exportable ; and a sudden and 
violent check in this order of things would vitally 
affect the agricultural, the lumber, the tobacco, 
and all the more bulky objects of exportation. 

It appeared, then, to him, that the anticipation 
of effects from the resolutions, on the point of dis- 
proportion between our exports and tonnage, was 
calculated on a growth of navigation forced, un- 
natural, and pernicious; a growth that would call 
off from other employments the labor which 1s 
better bestowed as it now is, in increasing our 
ability to furnish, by enlarging the powers of agri- 
culture. 

A sudden alteration which would, for a consi- 
derable time, check that competition between the 
foreign carrier and our own, for our products, 
would surely do mischief; nor could he see into 
what line of employment, except the mere carry- 
ing of our exports, would so immense an addition 
to our navigation be led; for, unless foreign Pow- 
ers permit its participation in that branch of trade 
which, from local consideration, has ever been 
deemed so precious to them, the tonnage that con- 
veys the exports, over and above that quantity of 
it necessary to the imports, must return in ballast; 
that is, if the export requires six hundred thou- 
sand tons, and the imports but three hundred thou- 
sand, there will be the half of our tonnage em- 
ployed abroad, either in voyages that will but lit- 
tle benefit our country, which wants internal 
labor more than foreign enterprise, at least of so 
useless a kind, or it will return in ballast. 

But, even admitting its policy, he had no evi- 
dence of the only thing, which, combined with the 
idea of a navy, could render the object attainable, 
he meant the relaxation of the great navigation 
systems in Europe, which secured to their own 
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pre-eminence with navigation, which in our coun- 
try is but her handmaid. ’ 

We have, indeed, seen similar habits and sys- 
tems. The insular position of Great Britain, her 
neighborhood and hostile rivalship with the Dutch, 
who preceded her in arts and in navigation, 
pointed out the Navigation Act to the Parliament, 
in 1651, as an instrument of resentment—and it 
seemed naturally to arise from her national qual- 
ities. 

But it is observable and important, in consider- 
ing the cause which rendered that act advisable, 
that, notwithstanding her insular situation and 
her fulness of inhabitants, there was wanting for 
half a century that co-operation of causes which 
occurred to give it all the efficacy it has been at- 
tended with since. 

The proportion of British and foreign shipping 
was but little in favor of England till eleven years 
after the peace of Ryswick; at which period, in 
1697, the British tonnage was 144,000, and the fo- 
reign tonnage 100,000. The causes that then 
began forcibly to operate in favor of the British, 
eleven years after, when the British tonnage was 
240,000, and foreign but 45,000, were as irresisti- 
ble as to that effect as they are remote, and for- 
tunately so, from this country. A union with 
Scotland had taken place, and increased her ex- 
ports; the manufactures of the country had re- 
ceived great comparative improvements; the 
American fisheries began to improve; Jamaica, 
which is immensely important to her, and a King- 
dom in itself, became a considerable object; but, 
above all, these independent States, who were 
then very growing Colonies, became felt in the 
scale of national interest, and poured their bulky 
materials into her lap. Without a Colonial sys- 
tem, she would not have felt the benefit of her 
Navigation Act. 

With a Colonial system, she, and other coun- 
tries possessed of Bolan have inducements and 
employment for a disproportion of navigation that 
this country is without, and needs not in her pre- 
sent progressive state of all things. And yet the 
gentleman’s system looks to a Navigation Act, at 
a time when all is convulsion without, and where 
none, or very few of the causes that have led to 
such a scheme in other countries, are visible in 
our internal affairs. For, if we look into our local 
situation, we find a most extensive and fertile 
GpUBER ey inhabited, and abounding in 
natural wealth. If we look at the English, we 
find contracted territory, redundancy of popula- 
tion, few or no raw materials, and scarcity of the 
necessaries of life, with large capitals, and the 
greatest exertion of ingenuity in manufactures. 

Importation of manufactures has been our prac- 
tice, and seems, under the present degree, protec- 
tion given to those which are adapted to our im- 
mediate attempts to be our interest. We import 
no raw materials scarcely, nor grain, nor necessa- 
ries. They, on the contrary, import almost every 
thing, and manufacture every thing. In short, 
our situation is completely a contrast to theirs, 
and it is a contrast infinitely to our credit and 
comfort. It had led his mind to a full conviction 
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that all our powers would gradually ameliorate 
together; and if left, as they have hitherto been, 
more to the exertions of an enterprising spirit and 
freedom, than rigidly directed by speculation and 
theory, they would, in the fulness and seasonable- 
ness of time, accomplish the extent and grandeur 
of design which nature seems to have destined as 
the social and political character of this country. 

He was willing, therefore, to trust as much as 
possible to the operation of those causes which, 
whatever they were, had hitherto, under a for- 
tunate neglect, produced effects and a prosperous 
train of things, which perhaps human contrivance 
and speculative wisdom had never attained for us. 
Had they meddled more than they have, they 
might, from the pernicious force of imitation ap- 
plied to a scene which had not its like upon the 
globe, have thwarted that course of things which 
nature pointed out, and which has been success- 
fully pursued. He could not, therefore, feel the 
force of a system that certainly meant to tamper 
with a condition in which, a very few things ex- 
cepted, he felt satisfied and grateful. He had 
dwelt the longest on the fitness of a Navigation 
Act to the present circumstances of this country, 
as most of the arguments of those from whom he 
differed in opinion were drawn from the propriety 
of adopting something extremely like one. 

But even taking it for granted, which cannot be 
admitted, that these resolutions afford, on general 
principles, a well-founded hope of relief from com- 
mercial and navigation restraints, he had no hesi- 
tation in saying that the present is the very worst 
time to try the solidity of the policy. It was bad, 
as it related to the chain of a war; and there 
was reason to fear that no nation would at this 
moment hold out great commercial temptations, 
except as a condition of joining in the war. It 
was bad, as it related toa commercial contest with 
other commercial nations ; for where was the na- 
tion on whom we could rely under such a derange- 
ment of our trade as this system designs ? 

An alteration so great, in navigation, habits, 
employment of capital, and all sorts of commer- 
cial views, had been more reasonable and more 
practicable, if a clear necessity for such sacrifices 
could be shown; or if, in yielding to the force of 
a justly excited resentment against the British for 
insults offered to our flag, the gentleman had given 
us reason to believe that the sources of negotiation 
had been first exhausted ; but there still remains a 
hope that negotiation and reflection might remedy 
evils which neither had been able to prevent. 

At all events, the meditated change involved 
interests to our industry not to be hazarded on 
mere commercial theory, unsupported by the very 
last necessity. It was to be expected that any 
man who should make an attempt so serious as 
the present, would have come forward with a 
statement of advantages to be derived from the 
change, so great and so certain as to warrant some 
hazard in the experiment. That, where he meant 
to change the stream of commerce and industry 
from its present bed, and exclude supplies of man- 
ufactures from one country, he would have pointed 
out another channel for its current, and have told 
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us precisely the very nation from whose ports the 
‘new supplies of manufactures were to be substi- 
tuted, and on what terms. 

The gentleman who meditated this thorough 
change, ought to have had at least the outline of 
fresh treaties in his hand, for the old were worth 
nothing; he might thus have shown us the only 

round of expectation that a nation ought to calcu- 

te on—a view of the interests of such nation with 
which an accommodation of our own might be 
moulded into treaty. But no such thing was 
either conceived or done; indeed, it was imprac- 
ticable at the present time, and his measures ought 
to have waited for a proper time, had they been 
in other respects adapted to our policy and in- 
terests, 

But even allowing times, and the settled state 


of things abroad, to have been at this moment 


such as to permit this measurement of the sober 
interests of all, it would not be useless to inquire 
shortly into the probable ground of treating, sup- 
posing a treaty for instance with France to be 
undertaken in the spirit of those resolutions. He 
would not indulge any of those romantic expecta- 
tions which some seem to place in the affection of 
that, or any other nation on earth. He would 
look steadily at her interests, in order to form an 
opinion of what she would do, and he would mea- 
sure her interests by her own scale—the opinions 
she had ever entertained since she became a great 
maritime Power. Ever since the days of Colbert, 
France has looked on her West Indies as the sup- 
port of her maritime greatness. A jealousy, equal 
to that of any other country, had always appeared 
in her Colonial system ; and a spirit of monopoly, 
which her interests as a maritime Power, to use 
the term, seemed to inspire. 

The Republic, by their Navigation Act, seem 
determined to adhere to the Colonial system ; or, 
if they at all relax, it is but a temporary yielding 
to transient necessity, rather than a principle of 
change, introduced by either a revolution of Go- 
vernment, or real and lasting alterations of their 
interests. Their interests would be the same now 
as heretofore, and that they meartt to have a pow- 
erful marine was evident from their Navigation 
Act. 

He did not believe they would let us into their 
West India trade freely, except under circum- 
stances like the present, which operated on all 
alike. They gever did permit a free export from 
their Islands but to the Mother Country, and 
thence circuitously to others; by these means, 
they were secure both of the carriage and a cheap 
supply. Were a treaty now offered, giving a free 
trade to those Islands, we would think it hazardous 
to discriminate in their favor on that account. We 
should be suspicious of an offer that stood ona 
sacrifice of their own interests, and would not cal- 
culate on the permanency of provisions, which the 
necessities of war and disorder produced, but which 
never would long survive those necessities, which 
peace would remove. But there was no such 
offer; nor was now the time to digest such a 
business as a treaty, if this were an offer really 
made. 


He would not, then, fancifully indulge himself 
or his constituents in hopes which a view of the 
interests of France showed him to be fallacious 
and he would not in so serious a question su pose 
that they, more than we, would act steadily on 
any other principle than interest; it was the only 
immortal principle in the intercourse of nations; 
it may vary its shape and modification, but never 
its nature ; and it is the most useful, as it contains 
a perpetual stimulus to honest emulation. 

ad a detail been entered into by gentlemen on 
the other side, of those provisions which we should 
rightfully expect of any Power, in whose favor 
discrimination was intended, our judgments would 
have had some employment on fixed and certain 
objects; we might, from a correct view of the 
benefits and temptation presented, have estimated 
with some precision, though not with perfect ac- 
curacy, the value of that gain which such a com- 
mutation promised, but at present we were in the 
dark, and foresaw nothing with certainty; com- 
merce was to be let loose to be blown to any 
quarter of the world, but its certain direction was 
not to be counted upon, and could not be foreseen. 

It was impossible, he observed, to calculate the 
extent of the good and the evil; but we were cer- 
tain that there was not a nation in the world ready 
and prepared at present either to receive our ad- 
vances, or to supply us with manufactures, if these 
resolutions succeed. The only country to which 
we could look as a substitute to the British market, 
is at present in a state so convulsed, and in sucha 
paroxysm of affairs, that from thence we had 
nothing to expect, nor did he think that a treaty, 
of which he had heard some intimation, with that 
country of justice and reciprocity would suit the 
United States. Mr. Murray much questioned 
whether any treaty with the Powers of Europe on 
perfect reciprocity, for instance with mutual du- 
ties of say five oof cent. on imports, would suit 
our situation. Such a one would suit those na- 
tions only in which manufactures had obtained 
considerable perfection, but would be the ruin of 
our infant manufactures, which we must and 
ought occasionally to protect, by duties varied ac- 
cording to their progression, and the probability of 
the supply from them proving adequate to our 
demands. 

The effects of these resolutions on our internal 
affairs immediately, would prove that they were 
pernicious and a real tax without a well-founded 
reason. They would immediately be perceived 
in a diminution of our revenue, in their operation 
on the value and price of goods, and in the reduc- 
tion of the value of our produce and raw materials. 
The last would be affected from the discourage- 
ment of foreign shipping. The first, from the in- 
ability to bring in foreign manufactures, from 
which a duty could be raised, because the line of 
trade and correspondence being altered, it was im- 
possible to say when or where the importing mer- 
chant would be able to form new connexions 
abroad, which were not things of a day or a year, 
but required much time and mutual confidence to 
mature. 

The value of goods would immediately rise, and 
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the merchant, every where actuated by the same 
principle, interest, which ought to guide us here, 
would benefit by the monopoly of goods to the 
injury of the farmer. 

The moment these resolutions pass, said Mr. 
Murray, there is not a shop or a store in Phila- 
delphia in which every imported article will not 
rise in price fifteen per cent., while our own pro- 
duce will probably fall. But a gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Nicnotas] wishes to see retrench- 
ment; he confessed he saw no reason for violent 
self-denial. There was no society, he believed, in 
the world that could so well afford to live well, 
and taste of every rational and refined enjoyment, 
as the citizens of this free and happy country. 
The universal prosperity which this very com- 
merce, which is designed to be destroyed, diffuses 
throughout America, justifies enjoyment. Very 
natural would it be for the farmer to inquire the 
causes of this sudden rise in the price against him. 
He would be told that the British had insulted our 
flag, and therefore our system of self-denial. Could 
it be answered that we had exhausted all the gentle 
means of negotiation? or could any man lay his 
finger on any country, ina map, and say we havea 
certainty that from this country we shall not only 
have supplies of goods, but sure and high prices for 
our country produce? This could not be said. 
Were there such a country now prepared and rea- 
dy to substitute for our present connexions, he 
said he would feel more justified in voting for this 
change, for he, like every other American, had 
severely felt the indignities offered to our flag and 
posts by the British. 

But, said Mr. Murray, it has been more than 
intimated, even in this House, that our country 
had pursued a pusillanimous conduct and stood in 
a humiliating point of view. He denied it. No 
country on earth stood, he believed, in a more ex- 
alted station among the nations, nor better su 
ported the character of a spirited people. Could 
any nation be charged with pusillanimity that had 
declared such a neutrality as this country did last 
Spring? At a time when all the great and for- 
midable Powers in Europe, combining every en- 
oe of immense force and despotism against the 

rench, were hovering round her borders, and 
seemed determined to crush her; at a time when 
she had not one ally on earth, and no nation re- 
ceived her Ministers, the United States dared to 
maintain a treaty, that looked the proudest na- 
tions in the face! They dared to be just, and 
there was a magnanimity in venturing so far in 
such times, and on so hazardous stipulations, that 
not only rescued them from every charge of hu- 
miliation, but, in his opinion, added to the glory 
of the country. No, this country was not hum- 
bled. Like a young man of virtuous mind, and 
of fortitude, just setting out into life and business, 
she comports herself among the nations with dig- 
nified reserve, with amiable and innocent man- 
ners; she complies with her engagements though 
imminent danger overhang the performance, and 
bravely trusts the consequences to Providenee. 

Mr. M. concluded with observing, that the state 
of the debate presented no temptation to discus- 








[H.orR. 
sion, as all the points of relative privileges and 
restrictions, and the items of trade, had been ably 
and often stated. He had concluded, that as our 
trade does not at present (putting the disturbances 
of war out of the question) suffer from many re- 
strictions which, when unacquainted with the 
subject, he thought did exist; as some of the ex- 
isting restrictions against us belonged to systems 
over which we had no certain control, and which 
it did not suit us to imitate strictly ; as the reso- 
lutions contemplated a change without affording 
a substitute in any degree, much less to more ad- 
vantage; and as negotiation was not yet at an 
end, from which he hoped for some redress; as 
peace was his very first object, and, he believed, 
that of his constituents, and as those resolutions 
might go to disturb it, and did not appear to him 
supported by a certainty of advantage, though fol- 
lowed by great present and certain mischiefs, he 
should vote against them. 

Mr. M. having concluded his speech, the Com- 
mittee rose and had leave to sit again. 





Wepnespay, January 29. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of Government, for 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four ; and, after some time spent therein, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House then resolved itself intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States: 

Mr. Maopison said, that most of the objee- 
tions against the proposed resolutions had been 
made by those who meant to combat them, and 
that a question would soon be called for; it might, 
perhaps, be expected that he should review those 
objections, and assign the reasons which induced 
him to continue in the opinion he at first enter- 
tained. He wished it not to be understood that 
he meant to examine every particular argument 
which, in the course of so extensive a discussion, 
had been opposed to the measure. The Commit- 
tee must have perceived that some of them had 
been of a nature not to merit an answer, and that 
others had sufficiently answered themselves. He 
should extend his observations to such topics only 
as might be thought to need explanation, and to 
have an influence on the question. 

Previous, however, to this general survey of the 
ground which had been traveled over, he should 
so far presume on the patience of the Committee 
as to recur to the original opposition made by the 
member from South Carolina, — Steen. and 
to take notice of some particulars, in what had 
been urged by him, which were left unanswered 
at the time. 

The gentleman had thought proper to introduce 
his discourse with a very unmerited attack on the 
late Secretary of State, and to mingle with ita 
variety of criticisms on the facts and opinions 
stated in his report on the subject under consider- 
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had been made, and which could not have escaped 
the attention of the Committee, would be left in 
that silence which may best express the sentiment 
they must have inspired. He should, indeed, have 
thought it less necessary to take further notice 
than he had already done of the matter of the 
gentleman’s remarks, if attempts had not been 
made, particularly by a friend of the gentleman, 
[Mr. Ames,] to give a weight to his statements 
and inferences which it would be shown they did 
not merit; and if the task did not afford an oppor- 
tunity of elucidating some particular points sasd 
on by the opponents of the resolutions. 

It was made a charge against the Secretary of 
State, that he takes no notice of the higher duty 
imposed by Great Britain on other foreign tobac- 
co than is imposed on American, (the former be- 
3s. 6d. sterling a pound, the latter 1s. 3d.,) whilst 
he takes care to mention the high duty imposed 
on the American; although the discrimination is 
in favor of the United States, and is against Por- 
tugal, a country in particular connexion with Great 
Britain; and although the high duty of 1s. 3d. is 
immaterial to the United States, being paid by the 
consumer of the tobacco in Great Britain. 

It was unfortunate for the gentleman, that this 
charge is fallacious, in every member of it: 

1. The discrimination is not in favor of the 
United States, either in its intention or in its ope- 
ration ; not in its intention, because it was made 
in reference to this country when it was a part of 
the British Empire, and not in reference to us as 
independent States; not in its operation, because, 
if the discrimination were abolished, it would 
bring no rival of our tobacco into the British mar- 
ket. This is proved by the fact that in other mar- 
kets, as thatof France, where no such discrimina- 
tion exists, the American tobacco is without a ri- 
val. It was well known that this and the other 
apparent favors to this country were a remnant of 
the old Colonial Code, which, having become a 
dead letter on the Statute Book, had not yet been 
struck out of it. 

2. If the discrimination had no effect in favor 
of the United States, it could not, for the same 
reason, be a prejudice to Portugal. If it were ne- 
cessary and proper to go into the inquiry, more 
direct proofs could be given on this point. 

3. High duties do affect the United States, which 
produce the article, though paid by the British 
consumers. They havea double effect; they les- 
sen the quantity called for; and, by lessening the 
competition, they lessen also the price. This was 
a truth that cotie need no comment. 

It was to be remarked, however. that the zeal of 
the gentleman on this subject was such, that it 
had led him to extend the fallacy of his rea- 
soning to rice, the staple article of his own State. 
This article paysa duty of 7s. 4d. sterling per hun- 
dred ers but, like the duty on tobacco, being 
paid by the consumer, was said to be of little con- 
cern to us. 

Call the price of rice 10s. sterling, the duty is 
7s. 4d. The whole class of people, then, in Great 
Britain, between the class who cannot afford to 
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willing to eat it at 17s. 4d., are prohibited the 
consumption by the duty. as this a circum- 
stance of no concern to the rice planters? The 
gentleman should have been reminded of his er- 
ror by his own arguments. 

As an apology tor the duty imposed in Great 
Britain, he tells us it was meant to prevent the 
use of rice as a substitute for the bread-stuffs pro- 
duced by Great Britain herself. Without the 
preventing duty, then, rice would have been sub- 
stituted in place of wheat, in the opinion of the 
British Parliament, and the demand for it in the 
British market so far increased. 

Asa merit in the British West India regula- 
tions over those of France, it was stated by the 
gentleman that rice in the West Indies is a com- 
mon food; that, in the British, the importation of 
it is free; in the French, subject to a duty, though 
an inconsiderable one. In Britain, then, where 
there is a high duty, rice is not an article of com- 
mon food; in the Islands, where there is no duty, 
it is a common food; and the advantage of the 
British West India market to us over the French 
is, that the duty in the latter favors cheaper sub- 
stitutes. 

Another proof of the disposition of Great Britain 
to favor the United States in the West India 
market, is the prohibition of all foreign rice but 
the American. The same remark may be re- 
peated here, which was applied to the discrimina- 
tion in favor of our tobacco. It is an old Colony 
regulation that has no effect whatever. What 
other foreign rice could be brought to the West 
Indies? Is it the East India rice? That is pro- 
hibited by its distance. Is it the rice of Portugal ? 
That is prohibited by the laws of Portugal, and 
probably also by the lower price of the Carolinarice. 

The inference which the gentleman had drawn 
from the comparative regulations of Great Britain 
and France, on the subject of rice. was so curious 
that it was worth a moment’s attention. 

The facts, Mr. Mapison observed, stood thus: 
In France, the duty is $ per cent. in Great Bri- 
tain, 7s. 4d. sterling a hundred. In the ‘French 
islands, the duty is 1 per cent. In the British, 
free, with a sechibition of other foreign rice. 

As the duty of 1 per cent. is scarcely sensible, 
and the prohibition, as shown, is merely nominal, 
the inequality in the islands may be regarded as 
too immaterial to affect the comparison. 

Passing to the two parent States, the duty in 
France is § per cent.; the duty in Great Britain, 
50 or 60 per cent. 

Here, then, is nearly an equality in one part, 
and a difference of 50 or 60 per cent. in the other 

part, of the two Dominions; and yet the gentle- 
man could say it was not easy to pronounce 
whether the article of rice stands on a better foot- 
ing in the system of the one than in the system ot 
the other. 

Another charge against the Secretary of State 
is, that his Report calls the discriminating duties 
in Great Britain in favor of American wood small, 
whereas they are considerable, and in several in- 
stances high. 
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Mr. Mapison said, he had not found leisure to 
trace this branch of our exports into all the details 
necessary to decide in what degree the duties 
were small or considerable, and in what proportion 
the several dutied articles went to Great Britain. 
He observed, in general, that the greater part of 
our woods were exported to the West Indies, not 
to Great Britain; that in the ship-woods, at least, 
the Baltic nations were not rivals to the United 
States. It was known that Sweden and Denmark 
were so deficient in oak, that their public navies 
were supplied from Germany, and that the ship 
timbers of Russia were transported a thousand or 
twelve hundred miles from her interior Dominions. 
The fir, of which the Swedish and Danish mer- 
chant ships were built, does not Jast more than 
seven or eight years, and could not, therefore, be 
a rival to the durable woods of the United States. 
He observed, also, that lumber, and particularly 
the ship-woods of the country, were so precious, 
and so sure of being in demand, that they never 
could fear a rival or need a foreign bounty. This 
was an article very different from such as were an 
annual product of the earth, and as could be raised 
wherever the climate and soil permitted, according 
to the occasional demand. The forests that were 
to supply the ship yards were the growth of cen- 
turies; and where once destroyed, as they gene- 
rally are in Europe, are rarely replaced at all, and 
never can become the rival to America, which 
enjoys them as the spontaneous gift of nature. 

o enhance the merit of the British regulations, 
the gentleman had told us that wood was subject 
toa = of 1 per cent. in the French Islands, and 
in the British free, with a prohibition of other 
foreign wood. This was of little consequence. 
The duty was a trifle, and, falling on a necessary 
article, to be got no where else, probably was paid 
by the French Islanders. And the prohibition 
was ideal, the American wood being the only re- 
source for the British market. 

The article of fish was admitted by the gentle- 
man himself to be more favored by the French 
than the British system, though he admits it with 
reluctance, and diminishes the difference as much 
as possible. The case, however, is so clear, and 
the facts so palpable, that they speak for them- 
selves. Under the French regulations, this im- 
portant article of our commerce is subject to du- 
ties only in Europe and the West Indies. Under 
the British, it is under prohibition in both. The 
amount of the whole export is 382,237 quintals of 
dry, and 57,424 barrels of pickled fish. Of this, 
the French consumption is 252,171 quintals, and 
45,164 barrels; that is, nearly two-thirds of the 
—— four-fifths of the pickled fish. 

ere Mr. Mapison, proceeding to the subject 
of whale oil, called the attention of the Committee 
cag acenil to the representation and language of 

r. Smiru as to the conduct of France, in inviting 
the fishermen of Nantucket to remove and settle 
at Dunkirk. Mr. Smrrn, he said, had not only 
undervalued the monopoly of the French market 

ranted to the United States, but had, by a muti- 
ated quotation of a Report of the Secretary of 
State on the fisheries, changed the true aspect of 
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the attempt to draw away the Nantucket fisher- 
men. The fact was, that although the conduct of 
France was very different from what was to have 
been wished, as well as from what was contem- 
plated by the Marquis Larayerre, who had pa- 
tronised the interest of the fishermen, yet that the 
project of tempting them to emigrate had origin- 
ated in Great Britain, and was a counter project 
on the part of France. How the gentleman hap- 

ened to omit the antecedent attempt of Great 

ritain, and thereby exaggerate that of France, 
Mr. Mapison did not undertake to explain ; but it 
was the more extraordinary, as the whole account 
of the transaction was contained in the same page 
of the Report, nay, in the same paragraph, from 
which the gentleman had extracted his inform- 
ation. 

Here he read the passage in that Report, and 
produced the British statute, inviting the whale 
fishermen, by an offer of certain privileges, to emi- 
grate to Great Britain. 

A further charge against the Secretary of State 
is, that, in his statement of the tonnage of the United 
States employed in the trade with the French 
and British Dominions, he founds it, not on the 
actual number of ships, but on the actual number 
of entries. This charge was as singular as it was 
uncandid. 

The Report stated the fact, that the American 
tonnage entering our ports, from the several na- 
tions with which the United States traded, was so 
and so; and in this statement it pursued the offi- 
cial returns made on the subject. What more 
was to be required ? 

In giving the fact, the Secretary imposed on no 
one, because he stated the tonnage to be entry 
tonnage, as it really was. 

He followed the best guide that existed—an 
official return from the proper offices. 

No return of the actual tonnage, as distinguished 
from the entry tonnage, had at the time ever been 
made from any office or called for by any act of 
Congress. 

The first return ever made in the latter form, 
was called for since the resolutions on the table 
were proposed. 

These considerations might have restrained the 
gentlemen from this unwarranted attack on the 
accuracy of the Report. 

But he ought at least to have been sure that, 
whilst he was charging the Secretary with fol- 
lowing an erroneous guide, he was himself follow- 
ing one that was not erroneous. The examination 
of this point involved facts which merited the 
particular attention of the Committee. 

The statement of the entry tonnage of the 
United States in foreign trade for 1792, lately 
called for and reported, is 415,331 tons. The 
statement of the actual tonnage for the same year, 
is 239,394 tons. 

On comparing these two quantities, it was evi- 
dent that both could not be right. If the entry 
tonnage was no more than was stated, it was in- 
conceivable that the actual tonnage could be as 
much as was stated. It would allow the vessels 
in the European and West India trades, together, 
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but somewhat more than one voy 
a year. It could never be supposed that this cor- 
responded with the fact. How, then, was the in- 
consistency in the two statements to be explained? 
Mr. Manison said, as he did not know by what 
rule the actual tonnage was made up, he would 
form no conjecture on the subject. He hoped and 
wished that some gentleman more conversant 
with it would solve the phenomenon. He did not 
call on the gentleman from South Carolina, be- 
cause he, most of all, must be puzzled to account 
for it; having stated that our vessels in the trade 
to Europe make two voyages, and in the West 
India trade four voyages, a year. 

Besides the evidence contained in this compari- 
son of the regate tonnage in the two different 
forms in wk it had been reported, the existence 
of error somewhere, and probably in the account 
of the actual tonnage, resulted from a comparative 
view of our exports to the British Dominions, for 
the two years of 1790 and 1792, and of the whole 
tonnage, American and British, employed in con- 


a them. 

n the former year, the exports were $9,363,416. 
In the latter, $8,269,495; the excess for 1790, 
$1,093,921, 

The entry tonnage, British and American, for 
1790, was 273,580 tons. 

The British entry tonnage, for 1792, was 206,384 
tons. The actual American tonnage for 1792, 
was, according to the official statement, 66,582 
tons; which, turned into entry tonnage, according 
to the proportion of the whole actual to the whole 
entry tonnage for that year, makes the American 
entry tonnase, in the trade to Great Britain, about 
95,000 tons. Adding this to the British entry 
tonnage of 206,384 tons, the British and Ameri- 
can, together, for 1792, amounts to 301,384 tons; 
which exceeds the tonnage of 1790 no less than 
27,804 tons. 

According to this calculation, which embraces 
the actual tonnage as stated to the House, there 
would be 27,804 tons more eniployed in transport- 
ing $1,093,921 less; making our tonnage to in- 
crease in that proportion as the employment of it 
decreased. 

There was a possibility, Mr. Mapison observed, 
that the course of trade in the two years might be 
such, that more of the vessels employed in the ex- 

rtations to Great Britain might be entered in 

790 as coming from some other country than in 
1792; but, amine was no known circumstance 
which authorized this solution, and as it seemed 
demonstrable, in general, that error existed some- 
where in the statements, and most probably in 
those of the actual tonnage, he concluded that it 
ht to be referred to that source; and, conse- 
quently, that the guide followed by the Secretary 
of State (to wit: the entry tonnage, the only one 
he had to follow) was not more inaccurate than 
the actual tonnage would have been, which guided 
the member from South Carolina. 

Another position of the Secretary of State on 
which a charge is founded is, “that the greater 
a of what Great Britain receives from the 
nited States is re-exported.” This position, Mr. 
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e and a third|] Mapison reminded the Committee, related to 


Great Britain, without comprehending the West 
India Islands, which formed a distinct branch in 
the Secretary’s Report. How far it was liable to 
the exceptions taken against it, would appear from 
an examination of facts. 

To obviate criticisms, Mr. Mapison said he 
would take for the basis of his calculations the 
statement, given in detail by the gentleman him- 
self, of the exports for 1790 to the French and 
British Dominions ; which, though not extended 
to every item, approached so near to a full view 
of the trade as to be adequate to the purpose. 

In the statement, the exports to Great Britain 
stand at $6,651,429; from which must be sub- 
tracted, for the comparison, the amount of the 
several re-exportations, as far as they can be li- 
quidated. 

Tobacco.—It appears, from an official docu- 
ment, that the tobacco exported to Great Britain 
in 1791 was 67,286 hogsheads. A return for 
another year states the quantity to be 52,505 hogs- 
heads. It appeared from the revenue returns of 
Great Britain, that the consumption of this article 
amounted to 9,600 hogsheads. The proportion 
re-exported might then be reasonably set down at 
four-fifths of the quantity imported. 

Rice.—To obtain the proportion of rice re-ex- 
ported, we may take the medium quantity im- 

rted for three years immediately preceding the 

evolution, which, according to a table in Ander- 
son’s History of Commerce, was 486,543 ewt. By 
another table for the same period, the medium 
quantity exported was 349,653 cwt. The differ- 
ence marks the consumption, and is 136,890 ewt. 
The quantity exported to Great Britain from the 
United States in 1792 was 58,978 barrels—equal 
to 294,890 ewt. Comparing the quantity con- 
sumed with this quantity, it appears that more 
than half, though less than two-thirds, is re-ex- 
ported—call the re-exportation one-half only of 
the present importation. 

Indigo.— According to a statement in Anderson, 
the medium importations into Great Britain, for 
three years immediately preceding the Revolution, 
were about thrice the medium quantity exported. 
Call the proportion re-exported now, however, 
one-fifth only, which is probably below the fact. 

From these proportions, and the data furnished 
by the gentleman’s own statement, result the fol- 
lowing justification of the Report of the Secretary 
on the point: 

Exports to Great Britain - 


- $6,651,429 
Tobacco - - $2,754,493 








Consumed, one-fifth 550,898 
Re-exported - - - - $2,203,595 
Rice - - + 773,852 
Consumed, one-half 386,926 
Re-exported - - - - 386,926 
Indigo - . - 473,830 
Consumed, four- 

» | bet avd See 
Re-exported - - : - 94,766 
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Wheat and flour, 
perhaps the whole 
re-exported ; and 
more was carried 
to Great Britain in 
the two succeeding 
years, though the 
aggregate exports 
thither were less 
than in the year 
here taken: say, 
however, that one- 
fourth was con- 
sumed, and let the 
amount stand ac- 


cording to the gen- 

tleman’s state- 

ment, at - - 1,087,840 
Consumed,  one- 

fourth -  « , snees 
Re-exported - - - - 815,880 


3,501,067 


Here, then, it appears that their exportations of 
the four articles alone, of tobacco, rice, indigo, and 
wheat, are greater than the whole consumption in 
Great Britain of the articles imported from the 
United States, although the most unfavorable 
year has been taken for the inquiry; and, conse- 
quently, that the position of the Secretary of State 
was well founded. 

If it were necessary to investigate the full 
amount of re-exportations, several articles might 
have been added to the list, such as whale oil, 
ginseng, flaxseed, &c. 

Nor would it be unfair, perhaps, to include the 
primitive value of the articles re-exported in the 
new forms given to them by art. A great propor- 
tion of what is sent from the United States to 
Great Britain, in a rude state, is worked into arti- 
cles of merchandise, and exported in the course of 
trade. Take, for example, the two articles of pot 
and pearl ashes and indigo. 

The amount of the export of the former to 
Great Britain is stated at $747,078; of which, if 
no part is re-exported in its unaltered state, the 
whole enters into British manufactures. Sup- 
posing one-third of these particular manufactures 
to be exported, which appears to be nearly the 
general proportion, the value of pot and pearl 
ashes re-exported is $249,026. The indigo used 
in Great Britain has appeared to be $379,064, one- 
third of which, re-exported as an ingredient in 
manufactures, is $126,3549. These two items 
alone amount to $375,2804; and, with many others, 
might be added to the mass of re-exportations. 
But they are stated rather to throw light on the 
general character of our trade with Great Britain 
than to be relied on in the present case, which 
has been sufficiently elucidated by more direct 
and simple views of it. 

Mr. Mapison proceeded to apply the calcula- 
tions he had made to the question discussed by 
Mr. Smira, in relation to the comparative im- 
portance of the French and British markets to the 
productions of the United States. 
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By deducting the $3,501,067 re-exported, from 
the $6,651,429 imported into Great Britain, he re- 
duced her actual consumption to $3,150,362; to 
which, adding the $1,805,744 exported to the West 
India market, the whole British consumption 
stands at no more than $4,956,106. On comparing 
this with the exports to the French Dominions, 
(which sronmest none of any consequence,) to 
wit: $4,424,336, the subject took a very different 
aspect from that which we been given to it. 

ut there was, Mr. Mapison observed, a cir- 
cumstance of the utmost importance to a fair view 
of this question, which had been wholly over- 
looked by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
and which cut up his calculations by the roots. 
The re-exportations from Great Britain were not 
only to be subtracted from the consumption of 
Great Britain, but, in a great degree being made 
to France, were to be added to the value of her 
market to the agriculture and commerce of the 
United States. 

The re-exportation from Great Britain to France 
could not be accurately fixed by any documents to 
be had here. In general, they were known to be 
great. He would, he said, confine himself to the 
two articles of tobacco and flour, of which he esti- 
mated the amount as follows: 

The tobacco exported from the United States 
onpests to be about 100,000 hogsheads. It is 
valued in the return of our exports at $4,349,567. 
It is known that France consumes about one- 
fourth of the whole quantity exported; that is, 
$1,087,392. It appears, by the return of our ex- 

orts, that the direct exports of this article to 
ica stand at $384,642. The indirect supplies, 


then, to France, not appearing in the returns of 


our exports, and to be added to them, are $702,750. 
Of the flour and grain sent to Great Britain, al- 
lowing, as above stated, one-fourth to have been 
there consumed, which is probably beyond the 
truth, the re-exportation amounted to $815,880. 
It is well understood that France was the market 
where these articles were finally consumed. The 
account may now be stated: 
To the French market, directly exported for con- 


sumption - - - - $4,424,336 
Tobacco indirectly exported for con- 

sumption - - - - 702,705 
Weat and flour indirectly exported for 

consumption - - - 815,880 
Total of French consumption - 5,942,921 
Total of British consumption - - 4,956,106 
Excess of French consumption - 986,815 


Thus it appears, without taking into the ac- 
count the other articles re-exported to France, 
that the market of that country for our exports 
was worth to the United States nearly a million 
more than the market of Great Britain; and yet 
the gentleman from South Carolina had _repre- 
sented the British markets as exceeding the French 
in the annual amount of between three and four 
millions ; and had pronounced, without hesitation, 
that Great Britain, in reference to our productions, 
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was a more important customer than France, al- 
most in the ratio of two to one. 

Mr. Mapison, returning tothe Secretary’s Re- 
port, said he hoped, after what had been shown, it 
would be needless to trouble the Committee with 
further remarks on the subject. In dismissing it, 
however, he could not do justice to his own 1m- 
pressions, without declaring his entire confidence 
that the Report would be regarded by all discerning 
and unprejudiced judges as one of the Sane mon- 
uments which its author had left behind him, of 
the zeal, the talents, and the patriotism with which 
he had discharged the duties of his station; and 
that he had carried with him into retirement a 
purity, both in his public and private name, which 
nothing that could be said within or without the 
walls of Congress could tarnish. 

Having gone through the particular observations 
into which he had been led by the attack made on 
the Report of the Secretary of State before the 
Committee, he should proceed to a more general 
view of what had been urged by the opponents of 
the resolutions he had introduced. 

Among other things, it had been alleged, in the 
latter stages of the debate, that the friends of the 
resolutions had involved themselves in inconsis- 
tency, by shifting the ground of argument from 
commercial to political considerations. In answer 
to this charge, he remarked, that if in any instance 
of his public life he was free from the charge of 
inconsistency, it was on the subject of vindicating 
our national interest against the policy of Great 
Britain towards us; that in all the public stations 
with which he had been honored since the peace, 
and on every occasion which had occurred, his 
conduct had been marked by an adherence to this 
principle ; that the resolutions he had last propos- 
ed were founded on this principle; that if in the 
first arguments supporting them, he had dwelt 
chiefly on commercial topics, it would be recollect- 
ed that he kept the door open for political ones, if 
the turn of the discussion should require them. 
That he had forborne to enlarge on the political 
sides of the question, because he thought it defen- 
sible on commercial grounds, and was willing to 
meet it on those grounds, because he did not wish 
to mingle, unnecessarily, irritating ideas in the dis- 
cussion, and because he had supposed that every 
thing relating to the Treaty of Peace, the Indians, 
Algerines, the spoliations, &c., were sufficiently 
imprinted on every mind, and would have all the 
effects they ought to have, without being particu- 
larly enforced. 

hilst he could thus repel the charge of incon- 
sistency brought against himself, it must be evident, 
he thought, how much room there was for retort- 
ing the charge. In the early stages of the discus- 
sion, there seemed but one sentiment as to the 
conduct of Great Britain, at least in a political 
view. The difference turned on the question, 
whether we could or ought to counteract her con- 
duct. In the latter stages of the discussion, pallia- 
tions if not justifications had been multiplied and 
labored, not only with respect to her commercial 
policy, but with respect to the detention of the 
posts, the Indians, the Algerines, and even the 
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spoliations of our neutral commerce ; on the un- 
lawfulness of which, our Executive had grounded 
the remonstrance and demand of indemnification 
lying on the table. 

In addition to this, he stated the inconsistency 
between those who maintained and those who re- 
jected the theory of leaving commerce perfectly 
free; the inconsistency of rejecting this theory, 
and yet refusing to meet restrictions on one side 
with restrictions on the other; the inconsistency 
of condemning a commercial discrimination be- 
tween nations, as contrary to the wise example of 
Great Britain, and claiming for Great Britain the 
credit of making such discriminations in favor of 
the United States. The inconsistency of predict- 
ing that the measure would destroy the revenue, 
and insisting that the dutied articles would con- 
tinue to be imported from the same source, through 
more expensive channels. The inconsistency of 
exclaiming against topics and remarks which may 
awaken the passions, and endeavoring themselves 
to alarm our fears; of exhorting the Committee to 
consult its judgment alone, and substituting for 
argument continued addresses to the imagination. 

articular pains, he remarked, had been taken 
to exhibit a picture of our national prosperit 
which might flatter our wishes and forbid experi- 
ments. It was readily admitted, he said, that there 
were many features in the face of our affairs which 
were proper themes of mutual congratulation, 
whether compared with the situation of other 
countries or with our own under other circum- 
stances. And it gave him much pleasure to add, 
that the degree of prosperity we enjoyed, though 
not to be exclusively credited to the change of our 
Federal Government, or to particular measures 
under it, according to the exaggerations of some, 
was yet so far and so evidently the fruit of that 
change as to do honor to the people of America in 
adopting it. He mentioned two innovations, mak- 
ing part of the Constitution, which must alone 
have had a powertul effect in meliorating the con- 
dition of this country, to wit: the prohibition of 
paper money, or other violations of contracts, and 
the abolition of incoherent and rival regulations of 
trade among the several States. But notwithstand- 
ing the flourishing state of ouraffairs, when viewed 
under certain aspects, it was equally certain that 
there were others which suggested very different 
reflections. ‘ 

He then went into a review of the actual state 
of our commerce, particularly in relation to Great 
Britain, and of the several injuries of another sort 
which that nation had superadded to her commer- 
cial restrictions. 

He repeated, what he had formerly maintained, 
that there was more of reciprocity in the footing 
of commerce between Great Britain and other 
countries, and between other countries and the 
United States, than between Great Britain and the 
United States. To prove the first point, he re- 
marked that in some instances Great Britain had 
treaties with other countries which defined and 
stipulated reciprocal privileges; in other instances, 
her restrictions were countervailed by laws im- 
posing restrictions on her. To prove the second 
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point, he remarked, that no other nation with 
which the United States carried on commerce had 
a Navigation Act similar to that of Great Britain. 

With respect to the intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain, there was, he in- 
sisted, a want of reciprocity throughout, that must 
strike the most superficial observer. 

In the article of navigation this had been suffi- 
ciently pointed out, and, being admitted on all 
sides, need not be repeated. 

In the trade between the two countries, our best 
staples, wheat and flour, fish and oil, salted provi- 
sions, which amount to considerably more than 
one-third of our exports, were shut out of her 
markets ; whilst all her best staples, her woolens 
her cottons, her manufactures of the metals, of 
leather, and of silk, were admitted on moderate 
duties, and enjoyed in a manner a monopoly of 
our market. 

In the articles of superfluity mutually admitted, 
there was nothing to compensate the inequality in 
other cases. Our tobacco paid a tax of four or 
five hundred per cent., our rice fifty or sixty per 
cent., and our manufactures of every sort would not 
be admitted, if we were ever so able to send them. 
On the other hand, her superfluities were received 
under duties which in general did not exceed from 
seven and a half to fifteen per cent. 

In the West India trade, besides the exclusion of 
our vessels, whilst her own were left free, there 
were a number of our productions which were not 
admitted into the market there, whilst our laws 
oa 8 nothing that was brought into the market 

ere. 

He next turned his attention to the injuries and 
losses we suffered in other respects. 

As he had not possessed himself of the evidence, 
he should, he said, leave it those who had to show 
how far the Indians were or were not spurred on 
to war against us by the agents or partisans of 
Great Britain. It was a sufficient ground of com- 
plaint that the posts were wrongfully detained ; 
that the detention had a baneful influence on the 
sentiments and conduct of the Indians; and that 
the supplies for their warfare were derived from a 
trade authorized by the British Government, and 
protected by the posts which of right were ours, 
and ought to be used for our defence. He combin- 
ed this proceeding of Great Britain with the law- 
less seizure of our vessels under her instructions 
of the 8th of June last, observing, that whilst on 
one side she violated the laws of nations by carry- 
ing on a trade in contraband articles with those at 
war with us, she was on another side violating the 
laws of nations by intercepting our trade with 
those at war with her, in articles not contraband. 

The Indian war, he observed, cost us annually 
a sum, exceeding by one million the sum that 
would probably be sufficient for the defence of our 
frontiers if the posts were in our hands. The fur 
trade depending on the posts might, he thought, 
be fairly valued at two hundred thousand dollars 
more. 

The Algerine depredations appeared to have 
proceeded from the steps taken in pursuance of the 
views of the British Government. If they were 
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not immediately pointed against us, it must have 
been known that our trade would be the vic- 
tim. The evil, therefore, may at least be charged 
to an unfriendly disregard of our interests, if not 
to a positive hostility to them. The pecuniary 
amount of this evil cannot be rated at less than the 
expense of the armament proposed as a remedy. 
This is stated at six hundred thousand dollars for 
the outfit, and he did not expect that the annual 
expense would average much less; to which may 
be added, at a very low computation, for insurance, 
remaining after the armament, two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

The spoliations committed on our neutral com- 
merce, by Great Britain must be of considerable, 
though very uncertain amount; and the conse- 
quential detriment to our trade in general, from 
these interruptions and dangers, of a very great, 
though equ uncertain amount. In order to 
bring both within a safe estimate, he said he would 
state the former at the limited sum of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, and the latter at no 
more than four hundred thousand dollars. 

In addition to the foregoing estimates, he said 
there was another item which, though of a differ- 
ent character, fell under a comprehensive view of 
our situation ; and, being reducible to an amount 
tolerably definite, ought to find a place here. He 
referred to the statement before quoted, from a Re- 
port of the Secretary of State, which showed that 
the loss to the United States, from a dependence 
on British bottoms for the carriage of their produce, 
was no less, annually, in time of war, than three 
millions two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; 
and, in war and peace, averaged no less than one 
million three hundred and das thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven dollars. Allowing 
about one-third of this carriage for the reasonable 
share of Great Britain, (and, for reasons formerly 
derived from the character of our exports, this was 
a full share.) the annual loss from the dependence 
might be called about one million of dollars. 

These calculations he recapitulated thus: 


Indian war - - - - 1,000,000 
Fur trade - - - - 200,000 
Algerine depredation - - - 600,000 
Insurance notreduced by navalarmament 200,000 
British spoliations - . - 150,000 
Consequential detriment toour trade - 400,000 
Dependence on British bottoms - 1,000,000 





$3,550,000 


From this view of things, it was impossible to 
deny that, however prosperous the United States 
might be in some respects, they were in others 
laboring under violations of their rights and inter- 
ests which demanded the serious attention of the 
Legislature. Besides the unreciprocal footing of 
their commerce, and the indignities offered them, 
it was seen that they were burdened with an enor- 
mous extra expense, and involved in unjust losses, 
amounting to more than three and a half millions 
of dollars a year ; a tax nearly equal to the heavy 
one they had been obliged to impose on themselves. 

Having taken this view of our situation, he pro- 
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ceeded to consider how far a remedy was com- 
prised in the resolutions before the Committee, by 
tracing the probable operation of them, if passed 
into a law. [In this stage of his observations, the 
hour of adjournment being nearly arrived, he sat 
down, with an intimation that the subject would 
be renewed. } 

On the next day, Mr. M. resumed the train of 
his observations, and proceeded to explain the re- 
medial operations of his propositions: , 

First. They will make the British nation 
sensible that we can, by just and pacific means, 
inflict consequences which will make it her in- 
terest to pay a just regard to our rights and inte- 
rests. 

To enforce this tendency. he enlarged on the 
ideas he had formerly expressed in relation to the 
dependence of Great Britain on the commerce of 
the United States, and the obvious and essential 
dependence of the British West Indies on the sup- 
plies of the United States. 

On the latter subject, he entered into a particu- 
lar reply to the member from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Ames,] who had argued that the British regula- 
tion of the trade between the United States and 
the West Indies was conformable to the principles 
of the Colony system, as established by the com- 
mercial nations of Europe, and could not therefore 
be reasonably complained of. 2d. That the West 
Indies could obtain supplies from other quarters, 
and did not therefore depend on the United States; 
nay, that there was danger, by forcing these sup- 
plies into other channels, of our losing that branch 
of trade altogether. 3. That the trade would 
hardly employ more than a dozen brigs, and was 
therefore not worth contending for. 

In answer to the first argument [of Mr. Ames, ] 
Mr. Mapison undertook to show that Great Bri- 
tain had not pursued but violated the principles of 
the Colony system. The true spirit of this system, 
he said, was to confine the trade between the pa- 
rent country and the Colony to their own vessels, 
and to allow as little trade as possible between the 
Colony and foreign countries; but when a trade 
with a foreign country became necessary to the Co- 
lony, to allow the foreign vessels the same carrying 
privileges allowed to their own. Colonies, he said, 
were to be considered as parts of a common em- 

ire. The trade between one part and another, as 

tween London and Kingston in Jamaica, was to 
be considered equally an internal trade with the 
coasting trade between London and Liverpool, or 
the trade between different ports of the United 
States ; and might, if deemed expedient, be equal- 
ly restrained to domestic bottoms. But when 
a trade was opened between a Colony and a 
foreign country, the case was changed : the foreign 
country became a party, and had a reciprocal 
claim to the use of its bottoms, as much in the 
trade with the Colony as with any other part of 
the empire to which the Colony belonged. In sup- 
port of this doctrine, Mr. M. referred to the ex- 
ample of every nation in Europe, except that of 
Great Britain which had American Colonies. 
Denmark, Sweden, the United Netherlands, 
France, Spain, and Portugal, had their Colonies, 
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as well as Great Britain; and some of them were 
rigorously attached to the principles of the Colo- 
ny system; yet nota single one of these nations 
had refused, whenever a trade was permitted at 
all between the Colonies and another country, to 
make the carriage common to the vessels of both 
the parties. Great Britain alone had attempted a 
monopoly in such cases for her own vessels. Her 
example, therefore, was an innovation on the 
Colony system, as well as an infraction of the 
rights of reciprocity. 

In answer to the second position of Mr. Ames, 
he denied that permanent supplies of provisions 
and lumber could be derived from any other part 
of the world than the United States; not from the 
Northern parts of Europe, which either did not 

roduce or were too remote to send them; not 
rom the Southern parts of Europe, which depend- 
ed themselves on the Northern parts and on Ame- 
rica; not from Great Britain, which imported 
bread for her own use, amounting, one year with 
another, according to the ap of the committee 
of the Privy Council, to the sum of near three 
hundred thousand pounds sterling, and was cer- 
tainly not an exporter of lumber ; not from Ireland, 
which could not pretend to rival the United States 
in any article but that of salt provisions; and this 
was so much dearer that a prohibition alone of 
ours could gain a market for hers. The gentleman 
had relied on the capacity of Ireland to extend her 
cultivation of wheat, soas to spare supplies of this 
article also. Such a revolution in her interior 
state was not very probable. But he ought at least 
to have remembered that, as the pasture lands of 
Ireland should be turned into wheat fields, her 
exports of beef would decrease in proportion as she 
might be enabled to export bread. 

t was a waste of time, Mr. M. said, to disprove, 
by minute inquiries, the possibility of supplying 
the British West Indies from the old Continent, 
on terms that would not be worse than abandon- 
ing them altogether. The truth was, that the gen- 
tleman [Mr. Ames] had, in this particular, gone 
megone the most sanguine advocates of the British 
policy, Mr. Knox and Lord Sheffield themselves, 
who limited their ultimate hopes of supporting the 
West Indies, without the aid of the United States, 
to the remaining possessions of Great Britain on 
this Continent. He would proceed, he said, to 
show what foundation there was for the opinion 
of these gentlemen, and the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, in favor of this resource. And he was 
able to give the most full and decisive evidence in 
the case, by recurring to an authentic document 
of our own, from which it appeared that the 
Continental Colonies of Great Britain, instead 
of being able to furnish the West India Colo- 
nies, were themselves dependent, for the very ar- 
ticles wanted there, on the supplies of the United 
States. 

In the official statement of our exports for the 
year as late as 1791, most of the articles sent to 
the British Continental Colonies were of a sort 
and an amount so directly to the point that he 
hoped the Committee ns excuse him for repeat- 
ing them in detail. He stated them as follows: 
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BREAD-STUFFS AND Roors. 


Wheat, bushels - 315 


Buckwheat do. - 


Rye, do. - - - 2201 
Barley, do. - - - 32 
Indian corn, do. - - - 80,734 
Oats, do. - . - 314 


Peas and Beans, bushels 


Rice, tierces - . - - 84 
Flour, barrels - - . - 27,197 
Ship-stuffs, do. - - - - 2,515 
Rye meal, do. - - - - 1,774 
Indian meal, do. - - - - 2,396 
Buckwheat meal, barrels - - - 353 
Bread, do. - - - 29,200 
Crackers, kegs - - - - 364 
Potatoes, bushels - : - - 20 
Onions, do. - - - - 525 


Meats. &c. 


Beef, barrels 
Pork, do. 


Bacon, pounds - 881 
Fresh pork,do. - 29,334 
Fresh beef, do. - 

Mutton, carcasses 561 


Tongues, barrels 
Butter, firkins 
Lard, pounds 
Cheese, do. 
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Live Srocx. 


Horned cattle - - ‘ < 312 
Horses’ - . i i ‘ 39 
Sheep - - - - - 1,517 
Hogs - - - - - 178 


Poultry, dozen - 


Woon. 
Shingles - - - . - 43,000 
Staves and headin - - - 128,000 
Handspikes . - - - ug 
Hoops” - - : - - 3,000 
Laths = - - - - - 3,000 
Blocks - - - - - 100 
Oar-rafters - - - - 857 
Trunnels - . - - - 1,500 
Oak planksand boards” - - - 14,267 
Pine 0. - - - 27,000 
Maple and beach, do. - - - 7,500 


The total of the exports, including a few arti- 
cles under other heads, amounted to $270,259. 

Here, then, it is seen, that not only in the bread- 
stuffs and meats of every sort, but in the articles 
of lumber and live stock, for which, by universal 
SERRE LOE ED', the West Indies must depend 
either on the United States or the British Conti- 
nental Colonies, the latter are so far from being a 
rival to us, or a resource to the West Indies, that 
they continue at this day to supply their own de- 
ficiencies from our market. 

Mr. M. said that he should not have employed 
so much of the time of the Committee on this 
head, if the gentleman [Mr. Ames] had not at- 
tempted to revive the arguments with respect to 
Canada and Nova Scotia, which had misled Great 








Britain in her political calculations and her pre- 
sent views. He had heard the language of the 
pera on this subject with astonishment. 

hat Mr. Knox and Lord Sheffield, British sub- 
jects, viewing the prospect with British eyes, at 
the distance of three thousand miles, in the year 
1783, when little inquiry and no experiment could 
assist them, should have run into the error, was. 
perhaps not so marvellous. But that an enlight- 
ened citizen of America, seeing with American 
eyes, living in the neighborhood, as it were, of 
the scene, in a State whose wharves afford proofs. 
of the daily dependence of the British Continental 
Colonies for the necessaries of life on the market 
of the United States, should, in the year 1794, 
adopt the opinion that those Colonies could sup- 
ply the islands, after a trial of nine years had 
probably forced the authors of the opinion, Knox 
and Sheffield themselves, to abandon it, would be 
heard without some surprise, and must be consi- 
dered at least as the fullest proof that the gentle- 
man had not given sufficient attention to the pre- 
sent subject to claim that weight which was in 
general due to his observations. 

Mr. M. said he was not less surprised at the 
second position of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, viz: that the West India trade could be car- 
ried on by a dozen brigs, and, consequently, was 
not an object worth our pursuit. The plain an- 
swer to this argument was, to state the fact that 
the shipping entered in one year from the British 
West indies was not a dozen brigs, but 107,759 
tons. 

Besides the immediate importance of this aux- 
iliary resource for our navigation, he remarked, 
that there were two considerations which en- 
hanced the value of the object: one, that as the 
West India articles could be brought cheaper in 
American vessels, they would come cheaper to 
American consumers; the other, that as our sup- 
plies would at the same time be carried cheaper 
to the West Indies, the people there could afford 
to consume the more of them. 

It had been urged, that the proposed restrictions 
on the trade with Great Britain would produce 
clamors here as well as there, and that Congress 
might be obliged to recede, before the British Go- 
vernment would be under the necessity of doing 
so. To this Mr. M. replied, that he was under no 
such apprehension. He thought more favorably 
of the good sense as well as virtue of his fellow- 
citizens. On the side of Great Britain it had been 
shown there would be the greatest distress, and 
the least ability to bear it. The people there 
were not accustomed, like the people of the United 
States, to self-denyizg regulations. They would 
not have the same confidence in the justice of 
their cause. And it was particularly worthy of 
remark, that the people of Great Britain would 
be disheartened, and the Government alarmed, by 
reflecting, that their losses from the shifting of 
commerce into other channels, and not only of 
their manufactures, but manufacturers, to other 
places, would be permanent and irretrievable; 
whereas, on our side they would be temporary 
sacrifices for durable and valuable acquisitions. 
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Secondly. The resolutions would have the effect 
of increasing our marine, and thereby at once 
cheapening and securing the carriage of our pro- 
ductions, and providing for our safety. These ad- 
vantages, having been already sufficiently explain- 
ed, need not, he said, be again dovelopéd: 

It had been remarked by a member from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Ames, ] that if, as stated by a Re- 
port of Mr. Jerrerson, Great Britain was so often 
at war, her wars, by depriving us of her shipping, 
would soon have the wished effect of replacing it 
with American shipping. This reasoning, Mr. M. 
said, supposed what was contrary to prudence and 
probability. What merchants would build ships 
which a peace, always more or less in prospect, 
would throw out of employment, unless it were 
for special purposes, where the momentary gain 
might outweigh the eventual sacrifice? 

It had been said that our tonnage was proved, 
by the official returns, to be increasing with an 
unexampled rapidity. To this Mr. M. answered, 
that the increase ought not to be compared with 
other examples, but with our own natural facul- 
ties and reasonable expectations; that the increase 
of our ay avecsce required an annual increase of 
at least five per cent.; that an assumption, by 
foreigners, of American names, had probably in- 
creased the apparent quantity of our shipping; 
that the war, or preparations for it, by withatatr- 
ing foreign shipping, had probably also had some 
little temporary effect; that the principal cause 
of the increase was the extension of our trade 
with the French Dominions, which some mem- 
bers seemed so little inclined to secure and foster, 
by measures which appeared to him best fitted 
for the purpose. 

He reminded the Committee of an argument 
which had on former occasions been much press- 
ed by several mercantile members, for encouraging 
our own navigation, to wit: that American ves- 
sels, from a spirit of enterprise and a unison be- 
tween private and public interests, would explore 
new fields of commerce and new markets for our 
produce, which foreign carriers would leave un- 
attempted. The trade to China, opened by Ame- 
rican vessels, had been often ascribed to this cause. 
Mr. M. said the argument seemed to be counte- 
nanced also by the present state of our Mediter- 
ranean trade, which had, since our Independence, 
been confined by the Barbary corsairs to foreign 
bottoms. Previous to the Revolution, when Ame- 
rican vessels could be the carriers, the trade was 
very considerable. Since the exclusion of our ves- 
sels, though the carriage of our produce is safe in 
British and several other foreign vessels, yet this 
branch of trade had withered as much as most 
others have grown. In 1790, the exports cleared for 
the Mediterranean were but $21,726; and in the 
year following, the imports no more than $11,522. 

Thirdly. Another effect incident to the proposed 
measure would be an additional encouragement to 
domestic manufactures. 

A gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dexter] 
had said he could read no such tendency in the 
propositions. Mr. Mapison thought it impossible 
to read the propositions with attention, and not 
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perceive that they must have the like tendenc 
with the other means by which manufactures had 
been promoted. If the duties already laid were 
calculated to produce this effect, an increase of 
those duties, in any instance, must have a tend- 
ency to increase the effect. In answer to the ob- 
jection that a change in the policy of Great Britain 
might put an end to the additional duties, and en- 
snare those who should proceed under the influ- 
ence of them, he remarked: Ist. That the same 
might be said, in some degree, of the regulations 
now in force. A treaty with Great Britain might 
stipulate changes which would affect our manu- 
facturers. But, as there was a just confidence that 
the interests of this class of citizens would in this 
case be attended to by the Government, it might 
be expected that equal attention would be paid to 
them in any other case. 2d. The progress of things 
in this country, and the probable accession of fo- 
reign manufacturers, might be relied on to support 
whatever undertaking shall have once got a foot- 


ing. 

Fourthly. The proposed resolutions would fa- 
vor an advantageous competition and distribu- 
tion of our trade among the manufacturing nations 
of Europe. At present, it may be said to be mo- 
nopolized by one, so great is the disproportion of 
its manufactures which come to our market. That 
this is an evil has been admitted, and cannot be 
doubted. It exposes us to the greatest and most 
sudden embarrassments, from the caprice, the pas- 
sions, the mistaken calculations o interest, the 
bankruptcies, and the wars, of a single foreign 
country. Many of these embarrassments are felt 
at the present moment. If it were possible to 
liquidate them into a pecuniary statement, it would 
be found that, ina permanent view of our interest, 
there would be economy in making very consider- 
able temporary sacrifices, for the purpose of divid- 
ing our custom among a number of competitors. 
It was not true that Great Britain alone can sup- 
ply the manufactures we want. France, the Unit- 
ed Netherlands, and several other nations, are 
capable of supplying us with a variety of articles, 
as well as the nations from which they now come ; 
and, if invited to our markets, by prudent encou- 
ragements in the first instance, wilt soon learn to 
fashion their manufactures to the wants and tastes 
of thiscountry. The policy of favoring particular 
branches of trade, even at some expense, in order 
to guard against the evil of depending on a single 
one, was exemplified by the conduct of Great 
Britain herself. Although he viewed her discri- 
minations generally, respecting us, in the light he 
had explained, yet he t ought it possible that, in 
the instance of naval stores and ship timbers, it 
might be her intention to foster a rivalship in a 
more distant quarter, in order to provide against a 
casual privation of the supplies of a nearer quarter. 
These articles are as essential to the marine of 
Great Britain, as her marine is essential to her 
greatness. Were she to have no resource but in 
the Baltic, a war with the Baltic Powers might 
be fatal to her. It may be wise in her, therefore, 
to keep open the American resource, even at the 
price of a tax on herself. In this case, she must 
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uarrel with both the Baltic Powers and the United 
tates at the same time, before the supplies will 
be cut off. 

A member from Massachusetts [Mr. Dexrer] 
had not, Mr. Manison said, been very consistent 
in his reasoning on the subject. He had contended 
against all attempts to excite a beneficial competi- 
tion, on the idea that no competition could be bene- 
ficial which would not spring up of itself; and yet 
he had warned us against the danger that Great 
Britain, by exciting a competition against the 
United States in those parts of Europe which 
most resemble the infant situation of our country, 
might establish new sources, from which supplies 
would afterwards spontaneously flow to her, with- 
out eing, ever again wanted from the United 
States. The same remark was applicable to the 
ae of the other gentlemen who had repre- 
sented the danger of exciting a permanent rival- 
ship for the West India market, in favor of Canada 
and Nova Scotia. 

Fifthly. The plan of the resolutions tended to 
conciliate nations in treaty, or disposed to be in 
treaty with us, into arrangements still more favor- 
able to our commerce. This argument had pecu- 
liar weight in relation to France. It had been 
said that Great Britain was our best customer. 
The fact, he said, was, that we were her best cus- 
tomer; but that France was our best customer. 
We consume more of British manufactures than 
any other nation in the world consumes. France 
consumes more of our productions than any other 
nation consumes. He referred to the statement 
he had before offered for proof of this. Her con- 
sumption was also of the most valuable kind; and, 
under favorable regulations, would be a very grow- 
ing one. It consisted of wheat and flour, salt 
provisions, and fish; articles which were not ad- 
mitted by Great Britain; and which, without the 
market of France, would glut every other. Of 
our fish, she consumed five-eightus of the whole 
exportation. Her use of our live animals was 
another important consideration. [t amounted, in 
the list of our exports, to $352,795, for the year 
1791. In the same year, the British demand 
amounted to no more than $62,415. 

_ The superior proportion of navigation we en- 
joyed in the French channels of intercourse had 
already been shown In examining the policy 
of cultivating and securing the French market, 
he said it ought not to be forgotten that the 
profits and revenue arising from the rum distille- 
ries depended on an article obtained almost, if 
not altogether, from the French Dominions alone, 
and which was the only raw material of any con- 
sequence imported into the United States. te was 
paid for, also, as had been much urged on other 
occasions by members on the opposite side, in the 
worst fish, which could find a vent in no other 
part of the world. The molasses imported into 
the United States, in one year, amounted to up- 
wards of seven millions of gallons, more than one- 
half of which went into the State of Massachusetts. 
He took notice, also, of the article of sugar, as ren- 
dered of great importance by our habits and our 
finances, and of which more than one-half was 


supplied by the French West Indies. Out of 
17,142,723 pounds imported, 9,321,829 pounds were 
received from that source. The residue came 
from the Danish, Dutch, and British Dominions, 
in the following proportions, to wit: Danish, 
2.833.016 Ibs.; Dutch, 2,707,231 Ibs.; British, 2,- 
280,647 lbs. That statement was taken from the 
imports of 1790, the only year he had been able to 
examine on this point. 

It had been said, why grant privileges before a 
mutual grant should be secured by positive stipu- 
lation? Why throw away, bya fa regulation, 
what ought to be the price of treaty? He an- 
swered, that the legal regulation threw nothing 
away, as it was always revocable; that, in the 
present instance, it was only meeting the legal 
regulations of which France had set the example ; 
that, instead of being a bar to treaty, such a course 
of proceeding, more than any other, would smooth 
the way to it, by explaining the objects and esta- 
blishing a confidence on both sides; that it would 
be happy if,in all cases where treaties are in view, 
this open and conciliatory process could take the 
place of that reserve and mysterious negotiation 
with which the parties approach each other. 
Were Great Britain desirous of forming amicable 
arrangements by treaty, he asked, what readier or 
more prudent step could she have taken for the 

urpose, than to have followed the example set 
er, by holding out in her laws the spirit in which 
she was willing to meet us in negotiation ? 

Having gone through these explanations, Mr. 
Mapison entered into a view of the principal ob- 
jections to the resolutions proposed. 

1. It was said they would diminish the revenue 
and endanger the funds. 

With respect to the Public Debt, his general 
ideas had been expressed by several who had 
spoken before him. He acknowledged that he 
had disliked and opposed the modification given 
to it; but, after it had received the sanction of 
the law, he had entertained no other wish on the 
subject than that the Debt might be honorably 
discharged as fast as the circumstances of the 
country would permit. This, he was well satis- 
field, was the prevailing sentiment of the great 
body of the people. He did not believe that there 
was a single State in the Union, or any consider- 
able part of a single State, that did not acquiesce 
(where they did not approve) in the provisions 
which had been made in behalf of the public cre- 
ditors. At the same time, he was equally sure 
that it never was either meant by Congress, or 
understood by the public, that, in mortgaging the 


impost for their security, it was to be a hostage. 


to foreign countries for our unqualified acqui- 
escence in their unequal laws, and to be worn, as 
long as the Debt should continue, as a badge of 
national humiliation. The nature of the obliga- 
tion could certainly import no more in favor of 
the creditors, than that the fund appropriated 
should be applied, as far as requisite, to their use, 
unless equivalent funds should be substituted ; nor 
more against the public, than that ail deficiencies 
in the funds should be made up, whether arising 
without or in consequence of a change in the 
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quence of any measure, dictated by the general 
good, the impost should become inadequate to its 
object, all that could be exacted by the public cre- 
ditors would be some other provision, that would 
supply the defalcation; and it ought not to be 
doubted that the people at large, whose good was 
pursued, would readily support whatever other 
provision might become indispensable. He had 
made thesé remarks, however, with reference to 
an event which he did not, by any means, admit 
to be probable. The more he had revolved the 
subject, the more clearly it appeared to him that 
a very operative addition might be made to the 
duties on the enumerated articles, without endan- 
ring the aggregate product of the importations. 
nd he entirely concurred in opinion with those 
who had observed, that the greatest injury which 
could be done to the class of citizens olding the 
public paper was, to represent their interests as 
more to be regarded than any national considera- 
tions whatever; and to oppose to the latter even 
the most imaginary contingencies to the former. 

2. It was objected, that the operation of the 
resolutions would be more favorable, in some in- 
stances, to nations in treaty than was merited; 
and more unfavorable, in others, to nations not in 
treaty, than was politic. 

In answer to this objection, he observed, that 
Sweden and Prussia, two of the nations in com- 
mercial treaty, had but little intercourse with us; 
would be, in any respect, but little affected; and, 
besides, the treaties with them were limited to 
a short term, the greatest part of which had 
elapsed. 

rance and the United Netherlands, the two 
other nations to be favored, could not reasonably 
be grudged the advantages they might derive from 
treaties, for which we had long ago received a 
valuable consideration, in their assistance towards 
the establishment of our independence. 

As to the nations not in treaty— 

Denmark would not be affected. She had no 
Navigation Act within the description of the reso- 
lutions, and could not feel the duties on manufac- 
tures. The whole of the imports from Denmark 
amounted, in the year 1791, to $9,957 only. Her 
islands, also, with which the trade is carried on in 
our vessels, depend for their subsistence on our 
market. 

Russia has little or no shipping in our trade, and 
it would not be affected if she had, as she has no 
such Navigation Act. Her unwrought iron may 
come as before. Duck and sheeting are the only 
two maunfactures on which the resolutions would 
sensibly operate; and, with respect to these, as 
will presently be observed, it would be easy to 
make special exceptions. 

The Hanse Towns, having no Navigation Act, 
would not be affected in that respect. Linens are 
the only articles falling within the proposed enu- 
meration; and might, if thought requisite, be 
easily excepted. 

Spain has little shipping in our trade; has no 
Navi 
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will be influenced by that consideration. It had 
been asked, why Spain, against whom we had 
complaints as well as against Great Britain, ought 
not to be equally an object of our regulations? 
He said that such a question could be best an- 
swered when the communications from the Pre- 
s1pEnT relating to Spain should be taken up. 

Portugal, like Spain, will not be affected in her 
navigation, nor sensibly, if at all, in the article of 
manufactures ; and is, more than Spain, supplied 
with necessaries from our market. According to 
Zimmerman, Portugal does not raise within her- 
self more bread than will feed her three months 
in the year. It is certain that she depends much 
on external resources, and that occasions are fre- 
quent when she can find them nowhere else than 
in the United States. 

Mr. Mapison said, he considered these expla- 
nations as a sufficient answer to the objection. He 
would add, however, that there were other an- 
swers, some of which had been before hinted, that 
would afford an option of modes for the exemption 
of nations not in treaty. Besides the opportunit 
which such nations have of removing all difficul- 
ties, by meeting us in liberal treaties, they may be 
provided for, either by limiting every part of the 
measure to nations having a Navigation Act; or, 
by limiting it to nations within a geographical 
description—a practice familiar to the British 
code ; or, by naming the nations to be excepted— 
a practice also familiar to Great Britain; or, by 
naming the particular articles to be excepted—a 
practice no less familiar to that nation. By some 
or other of these modifications, the Committee 
could be at no loss to accommodate the plan to 
their own sense of propriety and the public good. 

Here Mr. Manison took occasion to remark, 
that much of the argument against the resolutions 
had proceeded from an inattention to their im- 
port, and would be anwered by a simple explana- 
tion of them. 

The first resolution, which was immediately the 
— of debate, decided nothing with respect to 
a discrimination between different nations. It 
declared only, in general, that the situation of the 
United States required something to be done in 
the way of commercial restrictions and duties ; 
and yet it had been combated by many members, 
as if a vote in favor of it would involve all the 
embarrassing preferences which their fancies could 
suggest. 

he succeeding resolutions, on the subject of ad- 
ditional duties on manufactures, and of a varia- 
tion of the tonnage duties, were founded on a dis- 
crimination between nations in treaty and nations 
not in treaty, but admitted, as he had observed, of 
whatever modifications or exceptions might be 
judged equitable or politic. The proposed reduc- 
tion of the tonnage of vessels in treaty had been 
suggested by the complaint made by France of 
the existing tonnage on her vessels, as exceeding 
the burden imposed by her on ours, as well as an 
unkind return for the commercial benefits of 


tion Act, such as is to be reciprocated,and {which the United States were partaking under 
not be sensibly touched by the duties on| her laws. At present, the tonnage imposed by us 
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on all foreign vessels was the same. This would 
not seem to be right on any princinns, unless the 
tonnage imposed on our vessels by all foreign na- 
tions was the same, which was not to be presum- 
ed. Whether the change he had proposed would 
be an amendment of the existing law was a point 
to be examined. It was certainly a part of the 
ee which he did not regard as the most essen- 
thal. 

With respect to the resolutions reciprocating 
navigation laws, it was evident, he said, that these 
had no reference to the question, whether a nation 
were in a treaty or not. They would operate 
equally, wherever there might by the same depar- 
ture from the principle of reciprocity. If they 
should bear on one nation particularly, it would 
be because they ought to do so. 

3. It had been much insisted, that trade ought 
to be free to find its proper channels, under the 
conduct of merchants ; that the mercantile opin- 
ion was the best guide in the case now depend- 
ing; and that that opinion was against the reso- 
lutions. 

In answer to this objection, he said it was obvi- 
ous to remark, that in the very terms of the pro- 
position, trade ought to be free, before it could find 
its proper channel. It was not free at present; it 
could not, therefore, find the channels in which it 
would most advantageously flow. The dykes 
must be broken down before the waters could pur- 
sue their natural course. Who would pretend 
that the trade with the British West Indies, or 
even with Great Britain herself, was carried on, 
under the present restrictions, as it would go on of 
itself if unfettered from restrictions on her part, 
as itis on ours? Who would pretend that the 
supplies to the West Indies, for example, would 
not flow thither in American bottoms, if they 
flowed freely? Who would pretend that our 
wheat, our flour, our fish, &c., would not find their 
way to the British market, if the channels to it 
were open for them ? 

It seemed to have been forgotten, that the prin- 
ciple of this objection struck at every regulation 
in favor of manufactures, as much, or even more, 
than at regulations on the subject of commerce. 
It required that every species of business ought to 
be left to the sagacity and interest of those car- 
rying it on, without any interference whatever of 
the public authority. He was himself, in general, 
a friend to this theory, but there were a variety 
of exceptions to it, arising out of particular situa- 
tions, as must be admitted by all who would min- 
gle practical with theoretic views, and as has been 
already decided by a number of our laws. 

With respect to the mercantile opinion, he was 
disposed to pay all due attention to it. The mer- 
cantile class of citizens was certainly an enlight- 
ened and a respectable one. Their information 
ought always to be received with respect and their 
interest protected with care. But it did not fol- 
low that their opinions, even on questions of trade, 
ought to be consulted as an oracle by those who 
were equally bound to watch over the interests of 
every class of citizens, and over the joint concerns 
of the whole. There were considerations of dif- 


ferent kinds which suggested caution on this sub- 
ject. 

However intelligent and constant the merchant 
a be in directing his operations for commer- 
cial purposes, he might not be equally in the habit 
of combining with these the various other ration- 
al objects which the Legislature might be bound 
to consult. 

The interest of the mercantile class may hap- 

n to differ from that of another class, and possi- 

ly both may differ from that of the whole com- 
munity. For example: it is, generally speaking, 
the interest of the merchant to import and export 
every thing; the interest of manufacturers to 
lessen imports, in order to raise the price of do- 
mestic fabrics, and to check exports, where they 
might enhance the price of raw materials. In 
this case it would be as improper to allow the one 
to judge for the other, as to allow either to judge 
for the whole. 

It may be the interest of the merchant, under 

articular circumstances, to confine the trade to 
its established channels, when the national interest 
would require those channels to be changed or 
enlarged. The best writers on political econom 
have observed, that the regulations most unfriend- 
ly to the national wealth of Great Britain have 
owed their birth to mercantile counsels. It is 
well known, that in France the greatest opposi- 
tion to that liberal policy, which was as favorable 
to the true interest of that country as of this, pro- 
ceeded from the interest which merchants had in 
rae the trade in its former course. 

If in any country the mercantile opinion ought 
not to be implicitly followed, there were the 
strongest reasons why it ought not in this. The 
body of merchants who carry on the American 
commerce is well known to be composed of so 
ine a proportion of individuals who are either 

ritish subjects, or trading on British capital, or 
enjoying the profits of British consignments, that 
the mercantile opinion here might not be an Ame- 
rican opinion; nay, it might be the opinion of the 
very country of which, in the present instance at 
least, we ought not to take counsel. What the 

enuine American mercantile opinion would be, 
if it could be collected apart from the general 
one, Mr. M. said, he did not undertake positively 
to decide. His belief was, that it would be in fa- 
vor of the resolutions. 

It could scarcely be necessary, he said, to add, 
that his remarks were not meant to be, as they 
were. not in fact, the least reflection on any part 
of the mercantile order among us. They only 
su ogre what. in political reasonings, ought always 
to be supposed, that the prejudices of birth and 
personal interests will be a bias on the judgment. 

4. It had been an objection to the resolutions, 
that they might deprive us of the aid of British 
capital and credit, which were necessary to the 
prosecution of our commerce. 

Mr. M. did not admit either that the effect 
would happen, or that it would be ruinous to our 
commerce. 

Unless Great Britain should, of her own choice, 
put a stop to the commercial intercourse with us, 
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which, for reasons before given, would be so much 
more hurtful to herself than to this country that 
it never could be presumed, the resolutions would 
operate only by abridging some of our importa- 
tions, and by varying the channels of others. Her 
capital, as far as requisite here, might continue to 
be employed here. 

On the see question concerning our depend- 
ence on British capital and credit, he observed, 
that it could not be denied that more use was made 
of them at present than was either necessary or 
beneficial. Credit, when extended to consumers, 
as was the case throughout the Southern States, 
was extremely injurious, as had been well ex- 
plained by a member of Virginia, [Mr. Nicuo as, ] 
and as he himself had equally witnessed ; when 
confined to merchants, it might, within certain 
limits, be an advantage. But it was not only his 
own opinion, but that of better judges, that the 
credit given to our merchants was at present ex- 
cessive and injurious. 

In order to forma very precise judgment on this 
subject, it would be necessary, he said, to calculate 
the amount of our own capital, and its proportion 
to the amount of our trade. This wasa thing, he 
supposed, which could not well be done. i he 
had concurred in the doctrine, of which so much 
had been heard both within and without doors, 
that a funded debt and banks of discount were 
equivalent to active capital, he should have a 
ready answer to the difficulty. The paper of the 
two kinds in the United States cannot amount to 
less than one hundred millions of dollars, whilst 
the amount of our exports or our imports does not 
exceed one-fourth of that capital. 

It is true, a part of both the public and the bank 

stocks is in foreign hands; but, with the most 
ample deductions on that account, the residue, if 
operating in any considerable degree as active 
capital, would be a competent resource. 
' As he did not, however, view the doctrine in 
the particular light in which it had been painted, 
it would be more to his purpose to observe, that 
there was certainly in this country a real mercan- 
tile capital to a very respectable amount; that 
this was fast increasing with our increasing popu- 
lation and wealth ; that if the foreign capital of 
one country should be withdrawn, the vacancy 
would probably, by degrees, be occupied by that 
of other foreign nations ; that, if it should happen 
otherwise, there was reason to believe that a re- 
striction of our use of foreign credit would be 
rather salutary than disadvantageous; that, in 
fine, as long as we had twenty millions of dollars 
worth of produce, wanted by other nations, and 
were willing to take for it twenty millions worth 
of what they wished to part with, he was under 
no apprehension that the means of effectuating an 
exchange would not be found. Both merchants 
and ae. would quickly be generated by such a 
state of things, if they did not previously exist. 

5. It had been observed by several members, in 
allusion to the alleged proportion of British manu- 
factures consumed by us to the entire mass of her 
manufactures, that Great Britain would never 
part with her Navigation Act, in order to avoid a 
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loss of four per cent. in the demand for her manu- 
factures. 

To this objection he answered, that the com- 
parison ought to be of our consumption, not with 
the entire mass of her manufactures, but with the 

art entering into her foreign trade; and then the 
toes would not be four per cent., but at least twen- 
ty per cent. That this would not be the only loss 
she would sustain, if she should be unwise enough 
to stop the intercourse between the United States 
and her Dominions; that it had been already 
shown, that when she apprehended a restrictive 
system on our part, she was willing to prevent it, 
by relaxing her restrictive system; that in times 
of war, when an adherence to that system would 
distress her, she frequently suspends her Naviga- 
tion Act; that at this moment it is suspended in 
relation to the West Indies; that there could be 
little doubt, if the temporary necessity were likely 
to be made permanent by firm and judicious mea- 
sures on our part, that the remedy for it would be 
made permanent also. 

6. It was objected that the present was an im- 
proper time for such resolutions. 

he principal reason given for this was, that 
the negotiation between the Secretary of State and 
the British Minister here was still re: To 
show that this reason was unsound, Mr. Mapison 
went into an historical view of what had passed in 
reference to commercial arrangements. He read 
the Message of the Presipenr to the House of 
Representatives on the 14th of February, 1791, 
acquainting them that steps had been taken to as- 
certain the dispositions of the British Court on the 
subject, and that there was no ground for favora- 
ble expectations. He stated that, in consequence 
of this communication, a committee was appoint- 
ed, who reported that foreign vessels ought not to 
be allowed to bring into the United States any 
articles not of the produce or manufacture of the 
country to which they belong, and that an addi- 
tional duty of 124 cents ought to be laid on all 
distilled spirits, the production of any country or 
place from which vessels of the United States 
were not permitted to bring them ; that, it being 
very near the end of the session when this report 
was made, it was referred to the Secretary of State. 
with an instruction to report at the next session an 
account of the foreign commercial regulations al- 
fecting the United States, with his opinion, &c.; 
that at the next session a letter was received from 
that officer, intimating that, in the actual state ot 
circumstances, the report would not be given in, 
unless called for by the House ; that, at the present 
session, the report now before the Committee was 
iven in without being called for, and was, there- 
ore, a proof that the circumstances which had 
caused the delay had vanished, and that at present 
there was nothing in train, according to the opin- 
ion of the Secretary of State, which ought to re- 
strain the Legislature from proceeding in the 
business. ct 

In answer to suggestions, that the British Min- 
ister had, in the correspondence with the Secretary 
of State, lately communicated by the PresiDENT, 
manifested a favorable disposition, which has npt 
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been improved, Mr. M. referred to the passages 
which related to this point. He read from the first 
letter of Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Hammond, dated 
November twenty-nine, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-one, a paragraph requesting Mr. 
Hammond “to say whether he was authorized to 
conclude or to negotiate arrangements with us, 
which may fix the commerce between the twocoun- 
tries on principles of reciprocal advantage?” To 
this request, Mr. Hammond, on the thirtieth No- 
vember,one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, 
answered, “that the King was sincerely disposed 
to promote and facilitate the commercial inter- 
course between the two countries, and that he was 
authorized to communicate to this Government 
His Majesty’s readiness to enter inte a negotiation 
for establishing that intercourse upon principles of 
reciprocal benefit.” On December 6th he wrote 
to Mr. Jefferson, in order to prevent misapprehen- 
sion, that, although ie was not yet empowered to 
conclude any definitive arrangement with respect 
to the commercial intercourse, he st:1l meant it to 
be understood that he was fully authorized to enter 
into a negotiation for that purpose, &c. The re- 

ly of Mr. Jefferson, on the 13th of December, in- 
ormed Mr. Hammond that he had laid his letters 
before the Presipent, and was ready to receivea 
eommunication of his full powers for entering into 
the negotiation, &c. This was followed, on the 
next day, by a letter from Mr. Hammond, stating 
that he had no special commission to conclude 
any definitive arrangement upon the subject of 
commercial intercourse, but that he conceived 
himself fully competent to enter into negotiation, 
and the discussion of principles that might be the 
basis of such definitive arrangement ; and that this 
opinion of his competency was founded on the 
instructions which were to regulate his personal 
conduct and the general plenipotentiary character 
in which he had been sent and received. 

This letter, Mr. Mapison observed, closed the 
correspondence on the subject of commercial ar- 
rangements, being justly considered by the Execu- 
tive as a final proof that the powers of Mr. Ham- 
mond were incompetent and irrelative to the object, 
and that it would be improper to open a formal 
negotiation with him under them. His instruc- 
tions might be a rule and a warrant to himself, 
but, not being even exhibited, could be no evidence 
of his authority to the Executive; and his pleni- 
potentiary commission, in the ordinary form, could 
never be understood as relating to the special ob- 
jects he proposed to discuss. According to the 
usages of nations, a special commission is, in such 
cases, always furnished and required. Mr. Mapt- 
SON was persuaded that no Sovereign in Europe 
would listen for a moment to such a claim as that 
of Mr. Hammond, and that the British Court would 
have been offended at such an one from an Ameri- 
can Minister. He thought, therefore, that the 
Executive had equally consulted dignity and pru- 
dence in silently dropping the subject in the man- 
ner it did, until Mr. Hammond should receive 
and produce adequate powers in the accustomed 
form; as might reasonably be expected, if his 
Court was duly disposed to meet the United States 

3d Con.—14 








in an amicable arrangement of commerce by 
treaty. . 

That the construction put by Mr. Hammond on 
his powers was inadmissible, appeared to Mr. 
Mapison to result from the construction itself. 
Either the general plenipotentiary commission 
was to be taken in the technical and limited sense 
in which it is applied to the ordinary diplomatic 
objects of a stationary public Minister, or in a lite- 
ral sense, without regard to such limitation. In 
the former sense, it clearly does not extend to ne- 
gotiations for a treaty. In the latter sense, it would 
extend to the conclusion of a treaty, and not mere- 
ly to negotiation, as Mr. Hammond explains and 
limits it. 

Mr. Mapison adverted next to the state of the 
correspondence relating to the Treaty of Peace. It 
appeared, he observed, that as long ago as the 29th 
of May, 1792, the Secretary of State had addressed 
to Mr. Hammond a full explanation of our rights 
and demands under that treaty; that, on the 2d 
of June, Mr. Hammond informed the Secretary 
that he should transmit it without delay for the 
consideration of his Court, and, accordingly, did 
forward it in the course of a few days; that on the 
13th of November, 1793, previous to the present 
meeting of Congress, Mr. Hammond was desired 
by the Secretary, in pursuance of a charge from 
the Presipent, to let him know whether an an- 
swer could yet be given to the letter of May 
29, 1792. Mr. Hammond replied that it could 
not, but he was confident the delay was to be 
ascribed to the continuance of the cause alluded 
to in a former answer to a similar request. 

The cause alluded to was the interesting posture 
of things in Europe, which, it was said, had di- 
verted the attention of the British Government to 
objects of a more pressing nature; and this con- 
sideration had been urged by several members, as 
an apology for the silence observed towards the 
United States. Mr. Maptson thought very differ- 
ently. The interval between the receipt of the 
letter written by the Secretary in May, 1792, and 
the accession of Great Britain to the war against 
France, had been sufficient for the purpose of pre- 
— and sending the proper instructions to Mr. 

ammond. Mr. Mapison added, that the pros- 
pect of being engaged in new controversies of a 
more serious kind, instead of justifying an inat- 
tention to an existing one, ought to have quicken- 
ed the efforts for a previous settlement of the latter. 
This is the course dictated by prudence to nations 
as well as to individuals, and, where a right dispo- 
sition concurs, it is the natural course. 

It had been mentioned, as a further reason against 
the commercial propositions at this time, that they 
might draw upon us the resentments of the com- 
bined Powers. Mr. Mapison could see no ground 
for such an apprehension. The combined Powers 
were pretty fully occupied with France. They 
could have no pretext for concerning themselves 
with us, in a case where we did not concern our- 
selves with them; and there was the less room 
for imagining that the combination could miscon- 
strue the measure into an offence against them, as 
two of the parties, Prussia and the United Nether- 
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lands, were in treaty with the United States, and 
are favored by the propositions. 

7. It was finally contended that, admitting our 
situation to be such as had been described, the 
mode proposed was an objectionable one. 

Mr. Mapison said he had no predilections for 
the mode, that could prevent his giving a read 
preference to a better, if a better should be offered. 
And unless it should be said that the Legislature 
ought to adjourn without doing anything for the 
public relief, he thought it pamuahaa on those 
who objected to one proposition to substitute an- 
other that would be less objectionable. By this he 
meant a proposition not merely better in itself, but 
one that would probably be thought so, both with- 
in and without doors, and be more likely to coin- 
cide with the sentiments of every part of the 
Union, as well as to conciliate a majority of voices 
in the public councils. 

The first question, he said, was whether any- 
thing ought to be done. If this be decided in the 
affirmative, as he presumed to be the sense of a 
majority of the Committee, and if war was not in 
contemplation, as, of course, was taken for granted, 
the next question could only lie between negotia- 
tion and commercial regulations. Negotiation, it 
had been shown, was in no train or prospect that 
could justify reliance on it. Commercial regula- 
tions alone remained. They would be pacific in 
their operation. They were the means best suited 
to the temper of our constituents; and he sin- 
cerely believed that, if judiciously framed, they 
would be more likely to answer the reasonable 
purposes of the community than any others that 
could be proposed. 

Mr. 8S. Smirn, of Maryland, addressed the Chair 
as follows : 

Mr. Chairman: I shall make no apology for 
again taking up the time of the Committee in the 
discussion of a subject in which the best interest 
of America is involyed—a discussion which has 
greatly instructed my mind, and which will tend 
to remove prejudices from others as well as it has 
from myself; for I will confess that, until the 
present subject had been discussed, I had conceived 
that the trade of America had struggled with 
many difficulties arising from the permanent com- 
mercial system of Great Britain; the inquiry has 
reduced the disadvantage on our commerce to one 
solitary object—that is, we are not permitted to 
carry our produce to the West India Islands. Nor 
shall I make of apology for net immedi- 
ately after a gentleman of such powerful abilities; 
I shall not enter with him into a calculation of 
what value of our indigo imported into Great 
Britain is again exported when it composes the 
blue dye of Teale cloths, nor what value of our pot 
ash is exported from Great Britain after it has 
enhanced the value of their bleached linens. It 
is sufficient for my country that those articles 
have there found the best markets. It matters 
not the seller what the buyer does with the arti- 
cle, provided he pays for it. My habits in private 
life have led me to submit every proposition of 

in to calculation; I use the same rule in public 
Fife. I asked what commercial advantage arose 





from the treaties? I see none but reciprocal pro- 
tection and security. I asked what permanent 
disadvantage to our commerce from Great Bri- 
tain, (the Power aimed at?) I am answered, the 
carrying trade to the West Indies; on which sub- 
ject I will now address the Committee. 

It is worthy of inquiry to know the advantages 
given by the different nations having Colonies in 
the West Indies, and the disadvantages arising to 
us from their restrictions. In the general term of 
West Indies I shall include the sugar Colonies on 
the Continent; and, first, Portugal permits no 
kind of intercourse with her Colonies of Brazil; 
she supplies them with flour from her own mills. 
Holland permits our provisions to Surinam and 
Demarara, but prohibits us from carrying from 
thence anything but molassesand rum. The con- 
sumption of provisions is but trifling. Spain ex- 
cludes us from her Colonies, except in time of 
war, like the present, when she permits (by par- 
ticular permission) the flour of this country, and 
allows our returns to be made in all the produce 
of the island. She supplies her Colonies from 
Cadiz with our flour, oak wheat she imports from 
France. Denmark permits our ships and cargoes 
of flour, meat, lumber, corn, &c.; and allows our 
returns to be made in any of the produce of her 
islands. From them we are supplied with a great 
part of the sugar we require. 

{Here Mr. Mapison said that, by the return of 
the year 1791, the Danish Islands only supplied 
two millions of pounds of sugar. } 

Mr. Smirsx. I admit what the gentleman has 
said; for two years the crop at St. Croix had 
failed; but I still assert that, in common years, 
our great and certain supply of the best sugars 1s 
from the Danish Island—I mean in times of peace 
and tranquility. I will here observe, that Den- 
mark, from whom we receive such marked favor, 
is implicated in the punishment these resolutions 
intend to inflict. Fi 
prot, to carry in our ships to her West Indies 

sh, beef, live stock, and lumber, and to take our 
returns only in taffia and molasses; she prohibits 
our pork and flour, except in times of war and 
scarcity, when she permits us to carry both, and 
did permit us to make our returns in any of the 
Island produce, until the decree of the National 
Convention of March last, which limits our re- 
turns of sugar to one-tenth, and of coffee to one- 
fiftieth of our tonnage. 

And here, Mr. Chairman, let me observe, that 
Republicans know their own interest better than 
Monarchs, and I quote their own decree to show 
it. France, regenerated France, will never admit 
you freely into her West Indies; if she would, I 
would give her the restriction proposed. But, sir, 
France can supply ber own Islands with flour; it 
is her interest to encourage her own farmers. So 
far from expecting to supply France with flour, 
you must expect to meet her as a rival in that 
article in the markets of Euro In that of Spain 
she has always been your only competitor, with a 
decided preference in favor of her flour. Then 
why calculate on France as a market for your 
flour? France gave orders for flour in 1772 from 
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this country, but required no assistance from that 
period until 1787. As a proof that France will 
not give up her Colonial system, I will read you 
a part of two paragraphs from the report of the 


Navigation Act, by Mr. Barrere: 


“The navigation of the Colonies, which entwines 
our seaports, and gives motion to all the works of in- 
dustry, was participated in by foreigners, and we were 
calm spectators.” 


Again: 
“ To carry on ourselves the navigation of the Colonies 
is to profit by the abolition of our custom-houses,” &c. 


Here Mr. 5S. was requested toread the thirdarticle 
of the Navigation Act, which he did, but was still 
of opinion that it did not, and would not, alter the 
Colonial system. It only went to the prevention 
of foreigners carrying anything but their own pro- 
duce or manufactures, but gave no security to the 
admission of our trade freely to her Colonies. The 
introduction and explanation preceding the act 
showed clearly that they meant still to have the 
monopoly of the Colonies. Great Britain draws 
from us in her own ships (only) all the flour, live- 
stock, lumber, Indian corn, rice, &c., that she 
wants for her West Indies, and gives you sugar 
and rum in return. The flour, we are informed, 
amounts to from 45,000 to 60,000 barrels per an- 
num, which might be carried by 12 to 15 brigs of 
1,000 barrels, making each four voyages per an- 
num. Shall we, then, quarrel with her because 
she will not employ our vessels to carry. when she 
takes from us so fave a quantity of the produce 
of our lands? Can this be the interest of the 
farmers or millers of this country? If merchants 
supported this measure, they might with truth be 
said to be interested. She, in time of war or 
scarcity, permits our ships to carry to her Islands. 
It 1s said that Great Britain can obtain supplies of 
flour, &c., from no other country. It is true she 
now depends on the United States for supplies; 
nor do I wish to relieve her from a dependence 
that assists to secure to us her peaceable conduct; 
I doubt that policy which would induce us to push 
nations to the necessity of exercising their indus- 
try to supply themselves elsewhere with provi- 
sions. I have already stated that Portugal, during 
our Revolution, was compelled by necessity to 
erect mills, and has ever after refused to admit 
your flour. Iwill give another instance: Ireland, 
being cut off by our war from her usual supplies, 
turned her attention to farming; what has been 
the consequences? Why, she has become an ex- 
porter of wheat, and actually exports this year 
more than would supply the whole English West 
Indies. Suppose those resolutions should pass— 
may not England reject your flour (as France, 
Spain, and others do) and thus encourage the Irish 
to erect mills? At present, it is no object—for 
their flour would meet ours in competition. But 
remove ours, and what the consequence would be, 
must appear obvious. 

The gentleman has said, that Canada can give 
no supply of wheat or flour. He quotes Lord 
Sheffield’s book, written in 1784, for the govern- 
ment of our opinion in 1794; and he tells us that 
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Canada is compelled to take her flour from the 
United States, and quotes the year 1791, when, 
from the wetness of their seed time, = Spring) 
they had not been able to sow—one solitary year! 
As well might I say, that Philadelphia and New 
York took their supplies from Quebec, because a 
few years sre they actually bought large parcels 
of wheat there. 

Sir, I well recollect in the vear 1773, to have 
met wheat from Quebec in every port of the Me- 
diterranean. In Barcelona, there was 50,000 bar- 
rels from thence for sale at one time. In future, 
Lower Canada will have no cause to fear, even if 
her Spring should be unseasonable; for Upper 
Canada sows the fall wheat, and last year actually 

as I am informed by an American gentleman 
trom Montreal) sent for exportation 300,000 bush- 
els of wheat. The ordinary export from Lower 
Canada is 3 to 500,000 bushels. The same gen- 
tleman informs me, that the English companies, 
whose capitals are immense, have began to erect 
mills. I ask if England, with those and other 
means in her power, may not be able to supply 
her West Indies? Sir, I say there is great cause 
to fear she will make the attempt. 

The result of these observations is, that the ge- 
neral Colonial system of Europe is to monopolize 
to the Mother Country all the supplies she is capa- 
ble of making, and particularly the carrying trade. 
France and Spain excludes your flour from their 
Colonies, and, of course, your carrying it. Eng- 
land takes all the flour her West Indies require, 
but reserves the carrying for her own vessels. I 
ask, then, which Colonial system, that of France 
and Spain, or that of Great Britain, promises most 
advantage to the farming and milling interests of 
this country? I ask, would any prudent nation 
risk the certainty of supplying 60,000 barrels of 
flour per annum, for the uncertainty of forcing 
Great Britain to permit us to carry it? The gen- 
tleman has stated that the favors to our trade in 
Great Britain, are only the same we enjoyed when 
Colonies. The continuing those favors to us when 
independent, certainly does not show any enmity 
towards the United States. 

Mr. S. said, that he had already stated that the 
American tonnage had increased as rapidly as the 
capitals of our merchants and the number of our 
seamen would permit. Butto be more particular, 
he would submit a statement of its progress, since 
the first year, of the advantages proposed by the 
existing laws, took effect; taken from the docu- 
ments now before the Committee: 


Account of all the tonnage entered in the United States, 
in the years 1790, 1791, 1792. 


Tons. 

1790, American vessels, - - - - 479,091 
1791, do do - - - . 501,790 
1792, do a shee a 
1790, Foreign vessels, - . - - 258,919 
1791, do do - - - - 240,799 
1792, do do - - - « 244,263 
1790, Increase of American, - - - a 

1791, do de « - ° - 22,699 
1792, do do - - . - 66,493 


1790, Decrease of Foreign, - - : — 
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1791, Decrease of Foreign, - - = - 17,128 | equal number of tons to each description. It shade 
1792, Increaseof Foreign, - - = - 3,464 | to be observed that in that year there were 67,130 


Total increase of American entries in two 
ears, - - 89,192 
Total decrease of Foreign, in the same time, 14,656 

By this statement every member will see how 
rapidly our tonnage increased in 1792. Our mer- 
chants then had felt the advantages deriving from 
the existing laws to their shipping, and had com- 
pletely risen from the languor occasioned by the 
insecurity under the former Government. The 
ship-builders, and the various useful mechanics 
necessary for the promotion of commerce, had 
again collected to the seaports, and met with full 
employment. 

It appears that in the year 1792, there was a 
small increase of foreign tonnage; but did this 
arise from an increase of British tonnage? No, 
sir, on the contrary, it will appear, by examinin 
the document for 1791 and 1792, that the Britis 
tonnage decreased 5,619 tons, and that the increase 
arose from the French, who in 1791 supplied but 
8,941 tons; in 1792, their tonnage amounted to 
24,017 tons. Whence, Mr. Chairman, arose this 
sudden increase of French tonnage? Why, re- 
generated France made a stroke at our carrying 
trade, that proved a complete monopoly to herself 
of the carriage of all our tobacco wanted in France 
in her own ships; this she effected by laying a 
duty of twenty-five livres per cwt. on tobacco 1m- 
ported into France in American bottoms, when 
that imported in French ships paid but eighteen 
livres, making a difference of about 46s, 9d. sterling 

er hhd., when the usual freight of a hhd. of to- 
acco was but 32s. 6d. sterling to France in times 
of peace. 

r. S. then asked, Has Great Britain laid any 
such discriminating duty? If she has, he would 
readily give his consent to retaliate. It will be 
conceived that 206,000 tons of British shipping 
entered in our ports, was still too great a propor- 
tion out of a total of 812,546 tons; but did this 
arise from the trade to her European Dominions 
from America? No, sir. It arose principally from 
her vessels employed to her West Indies, whose 
entries were three to four times per annum, and 
to her ships employed to the Mediterranean, for 
account of her own merchants. American ships 
cannot go there for fear of the Algerines; you, 
therefore, ought to be pleased at the competition 
that arises from their purchasing for the Mediter- 
ranean markets. A demand is created thereby to 
the great advantage of our farmers. 

From experience, he would venture to say that 
nearly the one-half of all the American produce 
actually landed in Great Britain, is carried in 
American ships, and nearly the whole that is im- 
ported from thence. Is it not, therefore, unrea- 
sonable, Mr. Chairman, to repine because we have 
not the whole? It now becomes a subject of in- 

uiry, to know how our own ships are employed. 
t.appears by the document that there were em- 
ployed from the 30th September, 1791, to the 30th 
September, 1792, to the ports of the Powers in 
treaty with us, actual tonnage, 145,295; to those 
not in treaty, actual tonnage, 143,099, Nearly an 


tons employed to the French West Indies. Only 
a small part of which ought to be counted on in 
times of peace. Butforargument’ssake let usadopt 
the statement as it stands; and what will be the 
consequence if the proposed discrimination should 
be adopted? Your third resolve proposes lessen- 
ing the duty of tonnage on the ships of Powers in 
treaty ; your fourth proposes raising the duty of 
tonnage on the shipping of Powers not in treaty, 
What advantages are to derive to the American 
shipping from those two resolutions? He could 
see none; but, on the contrary, he thought it fair 
to suppose, that the Powers aggrieved would re- 
taliate, and what then would be the consequence? 
Why, 143,000 tons of our shipping would be sub- 
jected to pay twenty-five cents per ton, say, $35,750 
per annum, by the resolutions, without any possible 
advantage promised by the system to our own 
shipping. 

Mr. S. begged leave to submit one other obserya- 
tion, which ought to have weight. The document 
already referred to shows that 61,889 tons of Ame- 
rican shipping were employed to England and 
her European dependencies alone—when to the 
European ports of all the Powers in treaty there 
were employed the same year but 26,790 tons. 
Why, then, would you risk a ground so dangerous, 
so delicate, as that of discrimination? It has been 
said that Spain and Portugal are not their own 
carriers, and therefore will not feel themselves 
offended. It is true they do not carry all they 
want from us, but they employ enough of their 
shipping to our ports to feel the affront. In 1791, 
they entered 9,098 tons. France the same year 
entered but 8,982 tons in our ports. Denmark, who 
is to feel the effect of those resolves, in 1791 enter- 
ed 1,619 tons of their shipping, when Sweden, who 
is to be relieved, entered at 361 tons. 

The result, then, sir, of this inquiry is, that no 
possible good can accrue to your navigation from 
those resolutions, and that much probable injury 
may take place from the retaliation of the Powers 
who cannot but think themselves aggrieved. 

Mr. Scorr said, that the subject might be re- 
duced to afew simple questions; first, are we in 
such a situation as we have a right to expect? If 
this be answered in the negative, the second ques- 
tion is, can we better our condition? And third, 
are these resolutions the proper remedy? One 
leading feature in the Opposition is. that we ought 
to separate commerce from politics. This was 
impossible. It was curious to observe the oppo- 
site ground upon which these resolutions had been 
opposed. One set of gentlemen said, that they 
were so comprehensive and so formidable, that 
they would at once plunge us intoa war with Bri- 
tain. Another said, that they were such a milk- 
and-water piece of stuil, that Britain would look 
on them with a smile of contemptuous pity. He 
believed that Britain would submit to many re- 
strictions and disadvantages, rather than give up 
ourtrade. Some gentlemen had said, that we did 
not consume to the value of more than two mil- 
lions sterling ; but, say that it was ten millions of 








. et oe ce 


ow «Ct ee al 


Ss ( o— ££ oF Ff 


ZT we ewe ¢ 


ee 


[Tc -- Fs 


we 


ES as > 


401 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 402 





January, 1794.] 


Commerce of the United States. 








[H. or R. 








dollars. The United States contain four millions 
and an half of people. Upon an average, their 
bedding and clothing was at least ten dollars each 

er annum. All the manufactures we had from 

ritain, supposing that they consisted of nothing 
else but clothing, were only ten millions, and the 
other thirty-five millions were manufactured in 
the country. But as in fact not more than one 
half at the very utmost of the importations from 
Britain, were of clothing of any kind, so, not more 
than five millions out of the forty-five, or one 
ninth part of the whole, was furnished from Bri- 
tain. This demonstrated that, as to cloth manu- 
facturers, we were not in that humiliating state of 
dependence in which some people were so fond of 
representing us to be. 

r. Smirn, of South Carolina, said, before he 
entered into a consideration of the arguments of 
the gentleman from Virginia, he should avail him- 
self of the opportunity of correcting some misstate- 
ments of his own arguments, which had been 
made by that gentleman. 

He had been represented as having stated it as 
a favor to this country, that Great Britain admit- 
ted our productions into her West Indies. Mr. 8. 
said, he had only stated, that the exclusion of the 
productions of all other countries, was a prefer- 
ence given to ours, which was not given by the 
commercial system of France. He was also re- 
presented by the gentleman, as having argued, 
“that the United States ought not to complain of 
the usage of Great Britain, if she used them as 
well as other nations ;” whereas, Mr. S. said, his 
reasoning went to show, that her commercial sys- 
tem placed us on a better footing than it did other 
nations. Again, he was made to say, by the gen- 
tleman, “that if Great Britain used us ill, she 
likewise used every other nation ill, and we there- 
fore ought to bear it patiently.” Mr. S. declared, 
he had said no such thing; he had argued only 
that the exclusion of our vessels from an indirect 
commerce with her, and from the entry into her 
Islands, was a part of her Navigation Act and Co- 
lony system, and extended to all other nations as 
well as the United States. 

The gentleman, in adverting to his having taken 
for the epoch of his comparative view, the period 
antecedent to the pending French Revolution, as 
the settled order of things, had attempted, by an 
uncandid distortion of his argument, to wrest his 
reasoning from a commercial toa political subject, 
for the purpose of representing him as deeming 
the Monarchy of France the only settled order of 
things. It was true, he had oaahued his view of 
the two commercial systems to that epoch; in this 
he had only pursued the ideas and spirit of Mr. 
Jerrerson himself, who, speaking in his report of 
the recent alterations in the condition of our com- 
merce, says, “to have described all these, would 
have been as impracticable as useless, since the 
scenes would have been shifting while under de- 
scription. I therefore think it best to leave the 
= as it was formed, being adapted to a parti- 
cular point of time. when things were in their 
settled order, that is to say, the Summer of 1792.” 
Mr. S. observed, that France was at the time a 





Monarchy, and he had been governed by the same 
idea as the Secretary of State, in stopping at that 
period, when a state of Revolution gave birth to 
changes in her permanent system, and induced 
deviations from what would be the ordinary course 
of things. 

The propriety of limitin: the view to that epoch 
was obvious, from the concession of the member 
himself, who, having stated that American vessels 
were permitted to be naturalized in France, and 
being informed by Mr. S., that the first National 
Assembly took away that privilege (as mentioned 
in the report) had been compelled to acknowledge 
the existence of fluctuations in her system since 
the Revolution. This view of the subject, Mr. S. 
said, was more favorable to France than one 
which should embrace the present period, her an- 
cient commercial system being on the whole more 
favorable to this country than it is at this time. 
He had been also represented by the same gentle- 
man, as “having admitted that it was a hardship 
to have our trade monopolized by one nation, and 
having at the same time advised to make no efforts 
for putting an end to it.” This was directly the 
reverse of his sentiments, which was, “that it was 
advisable not to depend on any one nation for our 
necessary supplies, but that the proper remedy 
was by a mode, not the objects of the resolutions, 
nor contemplated by the report, namely, an effica- 
cious system of encouragement to our own manu- 
factures, and not subjecting our citizens to the ex- 
pense of premiums for the encouragement of those 
of other countries.” 

Mr. S. then proceeded to take notice of Mr. 
Mapison’s arguments. The gentleman had said 
that wheat and flour were admitted by a standing 
law duty free into the French West Indies. The 
report states the contrary to be the fact. “ France,” 
= the report, “by a standing law, permits her 

est India possessions to receive directly our 
vegetables, live provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, 
and turpentine, rice and maize, and prohibits our 
other bread stuff.” 

The gentleman had been much displeased at his 
havingcommented on the omission of the Secretary 
of State to mention, that, while the tobacco of the 
United States paid in Great Britain a duty of 1s. 
3d., all other foreign tobacco paid 3s. 6d. Asan 
apology for that omission, (which Mr. S. could 
not but deem material, especially as the Secretary 
laid great stress on other duties,) the gentleman 
had alleged that the circumstance was perfectly 
immaterial, inasmuch as the duty of 1s. 3d. was 
itself so high as to diminish the consumption, and 
inasmuch as there was no other country which 
could be our competitor in that article. To this 
he answered, first, that tobacco being an article 
not of necessity but of caprice, and being consum- 
ed in small quantity by each individual, a high 
duty could not be felt; secondly, that tobacco was 
obtainable from other countries. It appeared, from 
documents of authority, that in the years 1744, 5 
6, the imports of tobacco into Great Britain had 
been annually about 62,000 hogsheads, of which 
only 44,000 were from the American Colonies, 
the residue, 18,000, being from other countries. 
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From the same documents it further appears, that 
in 1774, Great Britain imported from the Ameri- 
can Colonies 96,000 hogheads, which was nearly 
the whole of the tobacco she imported that year. 
The inference resulting from this circumstance is, 
that the difference of duty in favor of American 
tobacco had then destroyed a competition which 
did before exist. He admitted that this discrimi- 
nation of duties in our favor was a relic of her 
Colony system, but its object was to encourage 
the growth of tobacco in this country by giving to 
ita aaeenr of the British market, and it ap- 
peared that this object was obtained; and it was 
to be inferred, that a continuance of the effect was 
procured by a continuance of the system. If we 
on not much competition now, it does not fol- 
low that it might not arise. What is there to hin- 
der its being raised on equally good terms in any 
quantity in any of the Southern parts of this Con- 
tinent in possession of the different Powers of Eu- 
i Spain, Portugal, and Holland ? 
ortugal, it had been said, could not be our com- 
petitor, for she received our tobacco. The report 
says that it is prohibited. He understood some 
small quantity had been smuggled to that coun- 
try; it was certain that only 62 hogsheads had 
been exported thither the year sifone leat; and on- 
ly five the last year. In comparing the footing on 
which our commerce stood with France and Great 
Britain, the gentleman had dwelt on particular 
circumstances. This was not a fair mode of com- 
parison. The question ought to be an aggregate 
one; are we as well, upon the whole, with this or 
that country ? If we are, we ought not to deal out 
a worse measure to one than to another. The in- 
direct commerce which Great Britain denies us, 
and which France till lately granted us,.is not at 
present very material to us, as we could not mul- 
tiply our navigation enough to derive great bene- 
fit from it, without injury. To divert our capital 
from more profitable branches to the mere carry- 
ing trade would be unwise; it is desirable only to 
a country like Holland, of little production and 
on capital; but even France now excludes us 
rom the indirect commerce with her by her late 
Navigation Act. The systems of the two countries, 
then, in respect to navigation in Europe, stand 
precisely on the same footing; and in respect to 
their West Indies, the war has let our vessels into 
the British, as well as the French islands, and 
there can be little doubt that our right to send our 
vessels to the French islands will terminate with 
the war. 

To depreciate the discrimination in our favor in 
the British islands, by the exclusion of the pro- 
duce of other nations, the gentleman had said the 
exclusion was only a matter of form and a rem- 
nant of the old Colony system. 

Mr. S. said, this was no answer to say it was a 
remnant of the Colony system. That system 
aimed at peculiar privileges to the national do- 
minions ; as far as we, being foreigners, still par- 
take of those privileges, it is to our advantage. 
Suppose under that old system we had continued 
to enjoy the right of navigating to the islands, 
would it have been a disparagement of the right 
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that it was only a remnant of the old Colony sys- 
tem? Neither was it true that it was only mat- 
ter of form, and of no consequence. Though we 
can in general supply the islands better than other 
nations, it does not follow that others could not 
supply at all. The French Colonies could not get 
flour on as good terms as we can furnish them; 
yet that article was prohibited, and in general they 
were supplied from France. So, though in gene- 
ral the British Colonies could not be supplied 
equally as well as from as, yet in years of scarcity 
in this country, and of plenty elsewhere, a competi- 
tion mer injure us. Why could not rice, in par- 
ticular, be supplied from the Portuguese Dominions 
in competition with ours ? 

Much reliance had been placed by the gentle- 
man on the disproportion of American and British 
tonnage employed in the commerce between the two 
countries. He had stated that in 1790, the British 
tonnage was 211,000, the American vuly 43,000. 
But Mr. 8. observed, the comparison was not ac- 
curate; the rule pursued by the gentleman was 
entry, not real tonnage ; and as we have no direct 
tonnage with the British West Indies, from which 
entries are frequent, the British tonnage is swelled 
by that frequency of entries, as ares in the 
case of the American tonnage employed between 
the British and the French Dominions. The 
House having no materials before them, it was 
impossible to pronounce how far this circumstance 
varied the true proportion, but it was easy to see 
that it must do it greatly. 

Arguments had been likewise drawn from the 
greater proportion of our tonnage employed in our 
trade with Spain, Portugal, &c. 

Mr. 8S. thought the principle of comparison was 
a proof of nothing, except that Britain was a more 
navigating power than the nations in general with 
whom we have commerce. It was no test of the 
system of either. This was evident, when we com- 
pared the proportion of our tonnage with Britain, 
and with Spain and Portugal; for, as the latter, 
equally with Britain, excluded us from their Co- 
lonies, their systems were essentially the same. 
But Britain has extensive means of naviyation, 
Spain and Portugal slender means, so that while 
our bottoms were the principal carriers between 
those countries and us, Britain maintained a com- 
petition with us in the trade between her Domi- 
nions and us. But could it be proved that this 
was either avoidable in the present circumstances 
of the country, or that we ought to attempt to 
avoid it by violent or forced expedients? The navi- 

ting States in the European trade between the 

ritish Dominionsand the United States preponde- 
rate greatly in the article of tonnage. Great Bri- 
tain may have the advantage in the non-navigating 
States; this arises in a great degree from a cause 
which navigation laws cannot cure—the superiori- 
ty of capital. The merchants of Britain can sup- 
ply on long credits, what those of our navigating 
States cannot; they have more means to purchase 
and export the commodities of the South; from 
both causes they carry on a considerable part of 
the Southern trade, and they make their own 
shipping the instrument of it. No means calcu- 








— _—_- = | 


405 | HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 406 








January, 1794. ] 
lated to multiply our vessels can, under existing 
circumstances, obviate this course of things. But 
the remedy of violent and forced expedients would 
be pernicious, if it could be successful. It would 
divert our capital in too great a degree from the 
better to the worse business; from agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures, to mere navigation. 
The true course, he thought, was to foster our na- 
vigation by gradual and moderate encouragements, 
and to expect, from time and the increase of re- 
sources, the advantages of which we were solici- 
tous. In the mean time, and till our resources 
could be better matured, it would be difficult to 
demonstrate that it was not a convenience to us to 
have theaid offoreignmeans. Mr.S., to strengthen 
his argument on this point, quoted a passage from 
Mr. Jerrerson’s letter to Mr. Morris, the Minis- 
ter in France, in the printed correspondence, page 
63, in these words: 

“ Were the merchant vessels coming for our produce 
forbidden to have any arms for their defence, every ad- 
venturer who has a boat, or money enough to buy one, 
would make her a privateer; our coasts would swarm with 
them ; foreign vessels must cease to come, our com- 
merce must be suppressed, our produce remain on our 
hands, or at least that great portion of it which we have 
not vessels to carry away, our ploughs must be laid aside, 
and agriculture suspended. ‘This is a sacrifice no treaty 
could ever contemplate, and which we are not disposed 
to make out of mere complaisance to a false definition 
of the term privateer.” 


He begged the Committee to remark, that this 
related to a British ship, and that they were the 
principal foreign carriers of our produce; yet the 
tendency of the gentleman’s propositions went to 
exclude them from our ports. We receive from 
Britain, said the gentleman, whatever she pleased 
to send us, while she refused our principal staple. 
Mr. S. denied both these positions; they were not 
founded in any sense. 1. The staple alluded to 
was flour and grain. This the regulations of Bri- 
tain excluded from her home markets, except in 
cases of extraordinary demand; but in her West 
India markets the staple was free, so that the as- 
sertion was much too general. Our flour and 
grain were admitted in those of her markets where 
perhaps it most interested us that they should be, 
where the demand was constant; they were sub- 
ject to impediments in those of her markets where 
the demand would, from the nature of things, be 
only occasional; while France, on the ee 
by her permanent system, received this article 
only in her home markets, where there could be 
no demand for it in ordinary times, and excluded 
it from her West India markets, where there 
would be a constant demand. 2. It was not true 
that we received indiscriminately the manufac- 
tures of Britain. We endeavor to exclude, in the 
same sense that she excludes our flour and grain, 
(viz: by prohibitory duties,) all of them that we 
think ourselves able to supply ourselves with, for 
instance, candles, cheese, soaps, nails and spikes, 
steel, cables and cordage, boots and shoes, and, in- 
deed, the manufactures of leather generally, beer 
and porter, and many other articles. The gentle- 
man was astonished at the vast prevalency of Bri- 
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tish manufactures in the United States. But there 
was no ground for astonishment to those who at- 
tended to facts. The true and natural reason is, 
because Britain furnishes better, as to quality and 
price, than any other country, most of the more 
solid and useful kinds of manufacture, and those 
of the most extensive consumption; generally 
speaking, she was rivalled elsewhere only in luxu- 
ries and fripperies. Mr. S. said, if the gentleman 
had been astonished, he had been no less so at the 
idea of excluding British luxuries for French ma- 
nufactures; from the best information he had ob- 
tained, the most solid and useful articles came 
from Britain, the frivolous, luxurious, and unne- 
cessary ones, from France. He had procured 
from a merchant trading with France a copy of 
an order fora French cargo, such as is usually 
sent, and it supported him in his assertion. Mr. 
S. read the order, which consisted of fans, cam- 
brics, lawns, lute-strings, modes and satins, silk 
stockings, shoes, shoe-patterns and slippers, walk- 
ing-canes, watches, feathers and flowers, gloves, 
laces and edgings, ribands, tiffany, crape, hair 
powder, human hair for braids, combs, essences, 
perfumery, sweatmeats, mirrors, made-up milli- 
nery, gold and silver thread and spangles, gold and 
silver cord, ornamented fancy time-pieces, silk vel- 
vets, umbrellas, &c. These were the substitutes 
for the manufactures of iron, steel, wool, cotton, 
and leather, which the gentleman wished to ex- 
clude by the duties contemplated in his proposi- 
tions. 

The balance of trade was said to be against us 
in our trade with Britain, and in our favor with 
other nations. Mr. 8S. said, the ideas advanced as 
to this point were of the last century, and were 
now exploded by all enlightened politicians. The 
only sense in which the question could be inte- 
resting to us, respected the balance of our whole 
trade with all the world, not with a particular 
country. It was immaterial whether it was against 
us in this country, or in our favor with that; the 
inquiry should be, how it stood upon the whole? 
And, for it to stand well upon the whole, the best 
expedient, as it regarded our internal commerce, 
was, to get what we want where it could be ob- 
tained cheapest and best, and to have as greata 
choice of markets as possible for what we have to 
sell, by which means we secure the best price. 
Measures tending to change this course of things 
were the best that could be devised to render the 
aggregate balance disadvantageous to this coun- 
try. Mr. S. illustrated his position by the follow- 
ing statement: Suppose the whole amount of our 
imports to be as 200, Britain furnishing 150, 
France 50; suppose our exports also equal to 200, 
Britain taking 150, France 50; here the balance 
of our whole trade, according to the rule adopted, 
would be equal. Suppose Britain furnished her 
manufactures ten per cent. cheaper than France 
and that regulations were adopted which should 
have the effect of equalizing our exports and im- 
ports to and from both countries; Britain, in this 
case, would furnish only one-half of our imports, 
which would cost us the same as before; but 
France wonld have to furnish us with an addi- 
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tional quantity equal to what cost in Britain for- 
merly 50; but, as commodities with her, by the 
supposition, are ten per cent. dearer, the same 
supply would now cost 55. Our account of im- 
ports and exports would then stand thus: 


IMPORTS. 
From Britain - . - - 100 
From France, former supply - - 650 
Additional supply of 50, transported from 
Britain, costing ten per cent. more - 


205 

EXPORTS. 
To Britain - - - - - 100 
To France - - - - - 100 
200 


Here it is evident the excess of imports to ex- 
rts, on the same scale of supply, would be as 
ve, so that what is called the balance of trade, 
before equal, would now be turned against us in 
the proportion of five. Thus the notable plan for 
giving us a more favorable balance of trade would 
end in rendering it less favorable, by diverting us 
from those sources where we can get supplied on 
the best terms, to others where we should be sup- 
plied on worse terms. Great Britain, the gentle- 
man had assured the Committee, would not dare 
to contend with us, because we could, by our regu- 
lations, turn 250,000 of her manufacturers out of 
employ. But would not those regulations, and 
the counter-regulations which might be adopted, 
operate injuriously on a much larger number of 
persons in the United States? Would not all the 
owners and cultivators of land suffer materially 
by the loss of the best market for half of our whole 
exports? The evil to Britain would be partial, to 
us general, nene the whole landed pro- 
perty of the country. If there were expected a 
clamor in Britain which was to drive her Govern- 
ment into a repeal of her Navigation Act, we 
ought to anticipate a clamor from our farmers and 
landholders, when they found their produce rot- 
ting in warehouses, and were compelled to pay 
twenty-five per cent. more for their necessary 
supplies. hen the gentleman stated the causes 
of failure of the attempt, in 1784, by separate 
States, to regulate our foreign commerce, he had 
imputed them entirely to the want of a Federal 
Government. But Mr. S. was of opinion that 
they were principally ascribable to the diversity 
of local interests and habits in the States, Did 
that diversity less exist at this time? Would it 
not produce similar effects? And would not regu- 
lations which might be pleasing to some parts of 
the Union prove so intolerable to others that they 
would not cease to complain till they could effect 
a repeal of the grievance? As far as the fact, 
then, with regard to past experiments, could guide, 
it was against the proposition. Former regula- 
tions produced inconvenience, and were abandon- 
ed. So jealous were the Southern States of this 
power in the hands of Congress to regulate trade, 


that the delegates of some of them would not ac- 
cede to the present Constitution, until it was sti- 
pulated that the consent of two-thirds of the Se- 
nate should be necessary to the formation of trea- 
ties. It was not, however, true that 250,000 
British manufacturers would be thrown out of 
employ. Our supplies would still consist of Bri- 
tish manufactures, though circuitously obtained, 
as admitted by the gentleman himself, and at 
dearer rates, because we cannot fill the chasm 
ourselves, and there is no other country which 
can. But weare tostarve her West India Islands. 
Those who felt an abhorrence at the attempt on 
the part of the combined Powers to reduce the 
French by starving them, now viewed with com- 
posure the prospect of reducing the British nation 
to our own terms, by starving the inhabitants of 
the West Indies, who at least are innocent of the 
charges preferred against the Mother Country. 
Mr. S. was satisfied the American character was 
not of a nature to tolerate such a project as that 
of starving the inhabitants of the British Islands. 
The philanthropy of our fellow-citizens would 
urge the repeal of any law producing such dire 
effects, Nay, the member himself would be 
prompted by his humanity to be among the fore- 
most to repeal it. But the idea was extravagant. 
We want to sell, as much as they to buy; if they 
could not obtain the requisite supplies elsewhere, 
they would go to them circuitously from us. 

A pleasing picture had been drawn of the bene- 
fits which would result to our navigation by a 
transfer of our commerce from Britain to France. 
The actual quantity of our tonnage for a year 
ending 30th September, 1792, with the different 
Powers, Mr. 8. stated, as follows: 


With the Dominions of France - - 82,510 
With those of Great Britain - - 66,582 
With those of the United Netherlands - 61,929 
With those of Spain . - - 28,408 
With those of Portugal - - - 24,869 
With those of Denmark - - - 12,216 
With those of Sweden - - - 1,856 


From this view it appears that our actual ton- 
nage is greater with the British Dominions than 
with those of any other country, except France. 
and it had been shown that this excess was adven- 
titious and temporary. Our navigation with the 
European Dominions of Great Britain was 60,889 
tons; with those of France only 14,777, that is, 
more than four to one. This difference might be 
considered of a permanent nature; that which 
was derived from Colony advantages, as precarious 
and emnees. because contrary to the general 
principle of the Colonial policy of all the Euro- 
pean nations, and contrary to the very principles 
of the new French Navigation Act. The gentle- 
man had ascribed our late increase of navigation 
to temporary causes. It would, however, be found 
to be pripeseny applicable to our trade with the 
British Dominions, and therefore not so, but the 
result of our regulations. In this respect our 
statements terminate with the year 1792, a period 
prior to the effect of any temporary causes affect- 
ing Britain. It had been said, if we transfer our 
exports from Britain to France, we shall increase 
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other States. Why the same cause should pro- 
duce such different effects in different parts, he 
should not inquire. As to its supposed influence 
on the borrowers, in creating an undue depend- 
ence, that remark had been well answered already. 
In truth, the borrower is, under certain cireum- 
stances, more apt to become the enemy than the 
dependent of the lender. An apprehension had 
been entertained by the gentleman that the ex- 
isting commercial connexion with Britain would 
promote Monarchical principles in this country ; 
and yet the professed object of the resolutions is 
to compel Great Britain to enter into a commer- 
cial treaty with us, and thereby strengthen and 
extend the commercial ties which already existed. 
The resolutions are, moreover, designed to induce 
the emigration to this country of thousands of 
British manufacturers, who will naturally bring 
their Monarchical principles along with them. 
But if a commercial intercourse with the Domin- 
ions of a Monarch are pregnant with such evils, 
we ought to abandon our trade with Spain, Por- 
tugal, and Russia, as well as Britain, and confine 
it to the Swiss Cantons and other Republics. 
Such apprehensions, however, he could not but 
consider as a poor compliment to the dispositions 
and character of the American people. They are 
too much attached to Republican Government 
and to their liberties to be exposed to the danger 
of losing either the one or the other by their inter- 
course with any foreign nation whatever. After 
some further remarks, Mr. 8. concluded with say- 
ing, much apology is due to the Committee for 
having so greatly abused their patience ; but when 
I consider that the proposed measures, unlike 
common Legislative acts, which can be repealed 
at pleasure when found injurious, must be deemed 
the corner-stone of a new Commercial Constitu- 
tion, which, being once laid, we must, at all 
hazards, build upon or be disgraced, 1 am prompt- 
ed by the strongest injunctions of duty to suggest 
every consideration which may induce the Com- 
mittee to ponder seriously before they adopt them. 
My opposition is stimulated by a further consider- 
ation. Representing a district which includes an 
important commercial city, and a territory pro- 
ducing a staple valuable and bulky, many of whose 

roprietors have not yet emerged from the debts 
incurred by a ravaging war, and whose welfare 
depends on a ready vent for their productions, as 
well as a cheap supply of the indispensable arti- 
cles of foreign manufactures, I feel a weighty re- 
sponsibility on my mind on this occasion, and a 
peculiar solicitude to protect them against those 
embarrassments and distresses which appear, to 
my judgment, inseparable from the propositions, 
and which will operate against my constituents 
like a two-edged sword, by obstructing the export 
of their produce, and rendering more unattainable 
their necessary supplies. 

When Mr. Smiru had concluded, the Commit- 

tee rose, and had leave to sit again. 











































our navigation ten-fold. But would a vote of the 
House make that transfer? Would it create a 
demand for our exports in France which did not 
exist? Why had she not taken a greater propor- 
tion hitherto? Was it not because she had not a 
demand for them? Great Britain, said the gen- 
tleman, could not obtain elsewhere the articles 
with which we supply her. Mr. S. examined this 
part of the argument under the different heads. 
Wood, viz: masts, spars, timber, boards, staves. It 
was less than thirty years since Britain derived 
her supply of those articles almost wholly from 
other countries, namely, Russia, Sweden, Nor- 
way, and Germany. The latter, through Hol- 
land, supplied the greatest part of Europe with 
oak timber, pipe, hogshead, and barrel staves, in 
which we have less to fear from competition than 
in respect to other articles; indeed, without some 
extra advantages, we could not well maintain a 
competition with the countries on the Baltic, in 
the European trade of wood, owing principally to 
our greater distance, which makes the freight 
much higher from this country than from the 
Baltic ; hence, probably, it is that we ship so little 
to France. 

Tar and pitch. Britain used formerly to derive 
her supply of these articles also from the Baltic, 
principally from Sweden, and the same might be 
the case hereafter. 

Indigo. This can be had from the East Indies, 
from all parts of the West Indies, including the 
Colonies of the Spaniards, Portuguese, and Dutch. 
on this Continent; great quantities of it, and of 
good quality, are produced in St. Domingo and 
Guatemala. 

Tobacco. This article is raised in the Ukraine 
and other Southern parts of Europe, in the Flori- 
das, parts of South America, and in the West 
India Islands. It was true, the tobacco of this 
country was fitter for certain purposes than that 
of other countries. These particular kinds might 
find their way to a market otherwise sufficiently 
supplied, or even having a surplus. 

Rice was formerly carried to Great Britain in 
reat quantities from the Levant and the East 
ndies; some is raised in Spain and Italy. All 

the Spanish and Portuguese Colonies are fitted 
for it; a considerable quantity is raised in the 
Brazils. 

Pot and pearl ashes. Less than thirty years 
ago Great Britain was supplied with this article 
from other countries, viz: Russia, Germany, Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Spain. The barilla of Spain 
is said to be a substitute for it. 

The gentleman, as well as others, had men- 
tioned the baneful effects of the credit given by 
British merchants. Credit, like other good things, 
is liable to abuse. Dr. Franklin, who well knew 
the circumstances of this country, bequeathed a 
part of his estate to be loaned out to young trades- 
men and mechanics. He thought well of credit, 
and his testimony of its utility ought to remove 
some of the prejudices against it. If credit had 
produced pernicious effects in Virginia, as a 
member from that State had repaceronne it was 
certain that it had produced wholesome effects in 
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The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED StaTEs : 
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Gentlemen of the House of Representatwes : 

I lay before you the copy of a Letter from the Governor 
of the State of North Carolina, together with two peti- 
tions, to which it refers, and which I am requested, by the 
Legislature of that State, and himself, to transmit to Con- 


gress. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unitep States, January 30, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

Communications have been made to Congress, during 
the present session, with the intention of affording a 
full view of the posture of affairs on the Southwestern 
frontiers. By the information which has lately been 
laid before Congress, it appeared that the difficulties 
with the Creeks had been amicably and happily termina- 
ted. But it will be perceived, with regret, by the papers 
herewith transmitted, that the tranquility has, unfortu- 
nately, been of short duration, owing to the murder of 
several friendly Indians by some lawless white men. 

The condition of things, in that quarter, requires the 
serious and immediate consideration of Congress, and 
the adoption of such wise and vigorous laws, as will be 
competent to the preservation of the national character, 
and of the peace made under the authority of the Unit- 
ed States, with the several Indian tribes. Experience 
demonstrates that the existing legal provisions are en- 
tirely inadequate to those great objects. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Unitep States, January 30, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be referred to Mr. Forrest, Mr. Picx- 
ens, Mr. Mepane, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. Ciark; 
and that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill providing for the relief of such of the 
inhabitants of Saint Domingo, resident within the 
United States as may be found in want of sup- 
port; which was read twice and committed. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the appropriation bill; the discussion 
of the several sections being finished, a motion was 
made by Mr. Firzsimons, to add another clause 
to authorize the Presipent to make a loan, under 
certain restrictions, to provide for these appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. Mapison objected to connecting the two 
subjects. This, said he, involves a consideration 
of ways and means, and ought to be kept distinct 
from that of appropriations. 

Mr. Firzsimons conceived, on the contrary, the 
objects inseparable. There is no use in making 
appropriations without money to pay them. The 
surplus revenue amounts to nearly two millions, 
but the Treasury does not at present contain more 
than $500,000, and a loan will, therefore, be ne- 
cessary to anticipate the revenue. 


Appropriation Bill—Commerce of the United States. 
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Mr. Cuark observed that there was no necessity 
for a loan to pay the appropriation of the present 
bill, which provides only for the civil list. 

Mr. Mapison concurred in the idea mentioned 
by the gentleman last up, and observed that the 
objects of appropriations, and ways and means, are 
so distinct, that it has been thought proper, essen- 
tially to separate them in the Constitution. 

Mr. Gives conceived that a loan should not be 
entered into at least until the state of the Treasury 
is before the House. He was for deferring the 
proposition on the principles already mentioned. 

Mr. Firzsimons drew a distinction between the 
subject of ways and means, and the object con- 
templated by the present motion, which he con- 
sidered merely an anticipation of the revenue. 

Mr. Manpison asked whether this money by loan 
is not to be procured by the payment of an inter- 
est of five per cent., and whether a tax will not be 
necessary to pay that interest? 

Mr. Ciark assured the mover that he would 
side with him in his opinion, if he could satisfy 
his mind that this was not a subject of ways and 
means, and that the paper on the table would bring 
into the Treasury a sum of money without ways 
and means. 

Mr. Hittuouse thought it dangerous to hazard 
the Treasury’s being empty, and approved of the 
anticipation proposed. 

Mr. Goopuur considered the subject in this light. 
The resources of the Government are about suffi- 
cient to defray its expenses, but as it gives credit 
to the importing merchants, an anticipation of the 
revenue is necessary by loan. 

Mr. Smirn, of Maryland, exemplified the same 
idea by reference to private life, and moved to 
postpone the present question for the purpose of 
obtaining necessary information from the Treasury. 

It was then 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before this House an account of the moneys 
now in the Treasury, with an estimate of such 
further sums as may probably come into the Trea- 
sury before the first day of April next, and of the 
demands that will probably be made on the Trea- 
sury to that time; with a statement of the Do- 
mestic Loans. 

After some further observations on the subject, 
the Committee rose and asked leave to sit again. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries ; and after spending some time therein 
the Committee rose, and the iewse adjourned. 





Frivay, January 31. 


A petition of Thomas Person, and others, pro- 
rietors of lands in the Territory of the United 
tates South of the river Ohio, was presented to 

the House and read, praying the attention of Con- 
gress to the subject-matter of a representation to, 
and certain proceedings of, the Legislature of North 
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Carolina, respecting a claim of the petitioners to 
certain lands in the said Territory. 
Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 


table. 
COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries. 

Mr. Foster said: Upon the first statement of 
the propositions which have been so long under 
the consideration of the Committee, | was one of 
the individuals who had to examine the subject in 
the various lights under which it ought to be 
viewed, in order to form an opinion upon the ne- 
cessity, the expediency, and the probable conse- 
quences of the adoption of the ——— which the 
resolutions contemplate. I have listened with un- 
remitted attention to the debates, and have en- 
deavored that a single observation of importance 
should not escape unnoticed. The resolutions, at 
first view, appeared important. Ona critical and 
attentive examination, they do not appear less so. 
They confessedly involve a great variety of inte- 
rests—interests of the highest magnitude—and, if 
adopted, will essentially alter the circumstances, 
the views, the commercial prospects, and the civil 
policy of the National Government. 

The candor and ingenuity with which the sub- 
ject has been discussed have given me great satis- 
faction. The arguments against and in support 
of the resolutions have been displayed in a man- 
ner highly gratifying to an inquiring mind. The 
variety of views in whith the subject has been 
examined ; its relative connexion with our agri- 
culture, our manufactures, and the whole civil 
polity of the United States; the influence which 
the system would have upon our intercourse with 
foreign nations, and the probable effects resulting 
to them, more especially to France and Great 
Britain—have afforded much information; and I 
am happy in acknowledging my obligations to the 
gentlemen who have, with so much ability and 
precision, favored us with their sentiments. Much 
time, Mr. Chairman, has been already spent in the 
discussion. The subject is momentous and re- 
quired it. The affirmative and the negative of 
the question have been ably advocated and ably 
supported. A general review of the arguments 
may not, perhaps, be without its use. 

In support of the resolutions it has been urged— 

That the measures of the tendency hereby con- 
templated have been long expected by the citizens 
of the United States. 

That the — of our commerce was the 
principle which first induced the formation and 
establishment of our present Constitution. 

That the adoption of the resolutions will pro- 
bably excite a competition in foreign countries, as 
well as among our own citizens, operating to pro- 
duce supplies of such articles as we may wish 
from other nations than those who now furnish 
us, and as an encouragement to the domestic ma- 
nufacture of the same articles. 
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That they will tend to the increase of our na- 
vigation, enable us to obtain our proper share of 
the carrying trade, and enjoy those benefits and 
advantages to which, from our relative situation 
and existing circumstances, we are entitled. 

That, by a pursuit of this system, we may in- 
jure the individuals, particularly the manufactu- 
rers, and, consequently, the Governments of other 
countries, and make our enemies feel the extent 
of our power, our abilities to injure them, and 
thence induce a proper respect for our rights and 
interests and our Government. 

That the probable diminution of our revenues, 
from the possible diminution of our imports, would, 
in some degree, be counterbalanced by the increase 
of the duties contemplated by the resolutions. 

That we are bound to obtain reparation for the 
injustice done to individuals of our own country 
by regulations contravening the Laws of Nations, 
made by sume of the belligerent Powers; or, in 
default of obtaining such reparation, we are bound 
to compensate the damages which such individu- 
als have sustained. 

That provision is hereby proposed to be made 
for raising moneys to compensate, in the first in- 
stance, the individuals thus injured. 

That leaving our trade to regulate itself is, in 
fact, leaving it to be regulated by foreign nations. 

That abate and ill-will have always marked 
the line of conduct of Great Britain toward Ame- 
rica. She has never executed the Treaty of Peace ; 
she carried away our negroes; she detained our 
Western posts; she excited and encourages the 
Indian war; she has let loose the Algerines; she 
has violated our neutrality, and committed spolia- 
tions on our ships at sea. 

That the balance of our trade with Great Bri- 
tain is now much against us. This has produced, 
on her part, an extensive credit, operating as a 
grievance, creating a foreign influence, which per- 
vades the mercantile and trading part of the com- 
munity, may extend into our public councils, and 
have an undue effect on our Government. 

That we have all the necessaries of life pro- 
duced in our own country, and, consequently, have 
greater advantages in establishing such regula- 
tions, beyond what are enjoyed by a populous and 
manufacturing nation. 

That, should the proposed system be adopted, 
and carried into effect, there is no probability of 
retaliation on the part of Great Britain. Should 
she be disposed, she cannot effect it. If the issue 
require self-denial, we can endure the evil with 
the greater advantage, and may safely calculate 
upon a complete triumph. 

That Britain is now at war against Republican 
principles, and our commerce enables her to pro- 
secute that war. jena 

That the balance of our trade with France has 
always been in our favor. That friendship and 
disinterested benevolence have ever marked her 
conduct towards the United States. 

That gratitude to the French nation requires us 
to turn the current of our trade from Britain to 
them. 

That the system contemplated by these resolu- 
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tions will induce France to confer on us addition- 
al favors. 

And, finally, that, by withholding our commerce 
from Great Britain, we shall aid the cause of the 
French, who are at war against despotism, strug- 
gling for liberty and the rights of freemen. 

In opposition to the resolutions, it is said— 

That, though measures similar to those now 
contemplated, may have been heretofore expected, 
a necessity for their adoption does not now exist. 

That regulations have already been made which 
have had a happy influence in increasing our com- 
merce, our manufactures, and our navigation. 

That our commercial advantages, our fisheries, 
our seamen, and our ships, have been progressive- 
ly increasing since the adoption of our present 
happy Constitution; that their numbers and growth 
are still increasing, and under the influence of the 
existing system, will continue to do so as rapidly 
as will be beneficial to the community. 

That, although additional duties on foreign ton- 
nage might encourage our navigation, yet the in- 
crease ought to be made with caution. A very 
great or undue proportion of American capital 
being vested in navigation would be hazardous, 
and, in case of a war, the loss would distress us 
extremely. 

That an increasement of our shipping beyond 
what is necessary for our importations, would be 
injurious. The surplus necessarily deducts from 
a capital which is wanted for other purposes, and 
may be more beneficially improved in the increase 
of our manufactures and agriculture. An excess 
of zeal to promote our commerce and navigation 
is more dangerous than a deficiency. 

That it is the interest of the landholder that our 
trade should be free, and that foreign, as well as 
domestic vessels, should beadmitted to our wharves, 
and permitted to receive our produce for exporta- 
tion without restraint. 

That, should additional duties be imposed, dis- 
crimination would be impolitic and unjust. The 
commerce of one nation ought not to be encou- 
raged to the detriment of another. If thére is no 
friendship in trade, it does not follow there must 
be enmity. 

That, in establishing a°commercial system, and 
forming a decision on the subject now under the 
consideration of the Committee, we should divest 
ourselves of political views. We ought not to 
suffer our resentments to influence us. The feel- 
ings excited by the consideration of the Indian 
war, the depredations of the Algerines, or the in- 
execution of the Treaty of Peace, have nothing to 
do with a subject which respects the regulation 
of our commerce only. To obtain redress for any 
political injuries we may have sustained, recourse, 
in the first instance, should be had to peaceable 
negotiations which would probably prove effectual. 

hat the object of the present resolutions ap- 
pears to be a commercial warfare, which, in all 
probability, would be productive of one far more 
serious. 

That the expediency of forming any commer- 
cial treaties may well be questioned. They ne- 
cessarily connect us in the politics of Europe—a 
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connexion which can never be salutary for Ame- 
rica. But, if commercial treaties are formed, mu- 
tual interest should be considered as the funda- 
mental principle. 

That the resolutions before us contain only an 
affectation of aiding our navigation, commerce. 
and manufactures. They will, in fact, prove de- 
trimental to each of them, by producing a tempo- 
rary stagnation, at least, of the one, and unavoida- 
ble embarassments upon the other. 

That high duties, by augmenting the prices of 
such goods as might be imported, would only ope- 
rate as taxes and burdens against our own citizens, 
who are the consumers ; at the same time, answer- 
ing no valuable purposes to us with the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, against which they are pro- 
fessedly pointed, nor offering any particular en- 
couragement to our own manufactures. 

That the goodness of a market is to be deter- 
mined by the relative proportion of the dearness 
or cheapness of the articles sold or purchased ; and 
that, on a comparative view, the commercial sys- 
tem of Great Britain is more favorable to us than 
that of any other foreign nation. With respect to 
our exports, she is, and ever has been, a better cus- 
tomer than France, in the ratio of two to one. 

That the restrictions complained of were in ex- 
istence previous to our becoming an independent 
nation. They are, in fact, a part of her Colonial 
establishment, and still operate only as they re- 
spect her Colonial dependencies. 

That the industry of our citizens has been, and 
is nourished, by the aid of a foreign capital, for 
which credit is an excellent substitute. So far 
from being injurious, it is highly beneficial, and, 
in the present situation of our country, has a hap- 
py effect in the promotion of ship-building, manu- 
factures, and agriculture. Admitting it was an 
evil, it is merely a raunicipal regulation, and alto- 
gether beyond the control of Congress. 

That Great Britain is able to supply us with 
such articles as we want, in great abundance, and 
on better terms than any other nation. She has 
it in her power, and is willing to give us credit. 
The French cannot or will not do it. 

That the influence of British credit on our pub- 
lic councils is chimerical. The falsity of the idea 
is apparent by the part taken and so ably support- 
ed by the respectable gentlemen who represent a 
part of the United States which has received the 
most extensive credit. 

That, should we be deprived of this advantage, 
merchants of great capitals only could trade. A 
monopoly by the wealthy would increase the prices 
of the articles consumed, and the enterprise and 
industry of young men, who have need of credit, 
would be checked and discouraged. 

That the faith of the United States has been 
heretofore pledged, appropriating the moneys 
raised by certain existing duties to the discharg- 
ing of public debt. A system, like the one pro- 
posed, tending to the diminution of the amount of 
those duties, would be a breach of faith, disgrace- 
ful as well as unjustifiable. 

That the conduct of France, as respects our 
commerce, our navigation, and our fisheries, has 
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uniformly evidenced a selfish policy ; and that we 
have no privileges to boast of in consequence of 
our present existing commercial treaty with that 
nation. 

This, Mr. Chairman is a summary view of the 
principal arguments which have been adduced on 
the one side and on the other of the important 
question before the Committee. Many ingenious 
calculations, observations, comparisons, and docu- 
ments, fraught with information, and tending to 
elucidate the subject, have been offered. I have 
listened with attention to the whole of them, and, 
on a careful review, it appears to me that this is 
not the proper time for us to introduce very essen- 
tial alterations in our commercial system ; that, 
be our wishes what they may respecting the issue 
of the present war in Europe, neither duty nor good 
policy will permit us to become parties—the strict 
vrinciples of neutrality ought to influence our 

ynduet; that the measures proposed would have 
a very bad tendency; that they would produce 
great inconvenience to our revenues ; a temporary 
stagnation to our commerce; a future augmenta- 
tion of the shackles under which it now labors; 
deprive our fellow-citizens of enjoyments which 
they have a right to possess; turn industry from 
its natural channel; induce a necessity of land 
taxes for the exigencies and support of Govern- 
ment; prove injurious to public credit ; be ruinous 
to our agriculture, and, in the present crisis, might 
precipitate us into a war—evils which justice, hu- 
manity, true principles of patriotism, the duties of 
morality and the best interests of our country, re- 
quire us to deprecate, and, if possible, avoid. 

I have endeavored to examine and consider the 
subject with candor. I have furmed my opinion 
upon serious deliberation, and feel an impression 
ot duty, when the question shall be taken, to vote 
against the propositions. 

The Committee now rose, and had leave to sit 
again. 





Monpay, February 3. 


A petition of Thomas Pearsall and Elijah Pell, 
of the city of New York, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be imposed on the importation of house or 
hand-bellows, or such encouragement given to the 
manufacture of the said article in the United 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with 
the petitions of the manufacturers of paint in the 
towns of Baltimore and Alexandria, and of the 
dealers in oil and painters’ colors, which lay on 
the table, be referred to Mr. Warts, Mr. Coir, 
and Mr. HinpMman ; that they do examine the mat- 
ter thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury on the petition 
of Winthrop Sargent ; which was read, and order- 
ed to be referred to Mr. Hearn, Mr. Foster, and 
Mr. MonTGoMERY ; that they do examine the mat- 


ter thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill providing for the re- 
lief of such of the inhabitants of Saint Domingo, 
resident within the United States, as may be found 
in want of support; and, 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries: When 


Mr. Swirr moved, that the first of the resolu- 
tions, which was then before the Committee, should 
be struck out. 

Mr. Nicuo.as said, that the gentleman who had 
moved the resolution, and several other members, 
were not present; and he hoped for a delay, were 
it only of ten or fifteen minutes. 

Mr. Dayton said, that it was the business of 
members to attend in their places, and if they did 
not choose to do so, the House were not to wait 
for them. 

Mr. Gixes was of opinion, that, from motives of 
delicacy, the Committee should grant a short delay. 
He, therefore, moved that the question should be 
deferred. 

Mr. Forrest considered that it would be unfair 
and uncandid to take the question in the absence of 
the gentleman who proposed the resolutions. He, 
himself, if he stood in the place of that gentleman, 
must feel extremely hurt at such a thing being 
done to him; and he would not use any gentleman 
ay ree he would not wish to be used so him- 
seit. 

Mr. Smivie, in all the public assemblies where 
he had ever been, had never been witness to 
any attempt like the present of taking the advan- 
tage of the absence of a gentleman to carry a ques- 
tion against hira. 

Mr. Dayron replied, that he disdained any idea 
of this sort, and he did not care whether the 
gentlemen on the opposite side were to defer the 
question for a day, a week, or a month. He was 
willing to postpone it as long as they pleased. But 
he thought it a bad precedent, that any member, 
by choosing to absent himself, should stop the 
business of the House. 

Mr. Frrzsimons wished that the question might 
never be taken at all. 

Mr. Dexter spoke a few words to the same 
pape He did not think that the resolution 

ad any meaning, at least he could not discover it; 
and, therefore, he did not think it worth while to 
take any question upon the matter. 

Mr. Cuark said, that this was the thirteenth 
day which this question had been debated. The 
gentleman who was up last had, upon one of these 
days, engrossed the time of the House for more 
than an a and after having opposed the mean- 


ing of the resolution at such great length, he at last 
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made this wonderful discovery, that it meant] had not, on that account, been censured. If it was 
nothing! wrong, it arose from the religion they professed, 
Mr. —— wished the Committee to rise. | He expressed his surprise at the gentleman’s as- 
Mr. W. Smirs regarded the precedent as a dan- | sertion, that the majority of the Assembly of Penn- 
erous one. The absence might be intentional. | sylvania had once run away froma question. That 
erhaps the gentleman now absent would like-| it must have been a very foolish majority, indeed, 
wise be absent to-morrow, although the question | to run away from a question, which, by staying, 
should be deferred. they could have carried as they pleased. He sup- 
Mr. Smivie expressed himself much hurt, that | posed, however, that the gentleman was mistaken 
the member [Mr. Mapison] should be so treated | about the majority, and rather intended a circum- 
in his absence. It was a sort of usage that could } stance peculiar to the late Constitution of Penn- 
not be forgiven. He reprobated the insinuation | sylvania. By that Constitution, the Legislature, 
of the gentleman having fled the question. consisting of but one branch, two-thirds of the 
Mr. Wapswortu was sorry that the gentleman | members were necessary to make a quorum. This, 
who spoke last should have been angry at the hint | and the obligation to publish business of a public 
of members flying the question. It was certainly | nature, from one session to another, were designed 
true that such things had frequently happened ;| as checks to prevent party resolutions. In the 
and, therefore, it could be no harm to say so. There early period of that Legislature, so many of the 
had been members on that floor who had fled the } members as reduced the House below a quorum, 
question. More than one, two, or three members | frequently withdrew, to prevent hasty measures. 
had done so. There will be such characters in all | On one occasion they withdrew to prevent a law 
ages and in all countries. A majority of the As-| from passing, without being constitutionally pub- 
sembly of Pennsylvania had once run away from | lished for consideration. The doors being attempt- 
a question. There were members who never] ed to be forcibly shut, occasioned the affair to make 
could be brought to give a vote on a question of} some noise. Perhaps it was to this the gentleman 
war. Congress had been sometimes forced to stop | alluded, but it was not a majority that withdrew. 
business for want of a quorum, on account of mem-} He said, that he admitted that in most cases the 
bers flying a question. For himself, he looked | absence of members was a bad argument for de- 
upon it as a very bad precedent for the House to} laying business, nor was it acknowledged by 
defer business on account of the absence of any | the rules of the House, but he thought that a regard 
member. He understood that he was this day to} to decency and propriety was always a rule. The 
give his vote in a minority. He was against the] present question had been debated for twelve or 
resolutions for many reasons, with which he was | thirteen days in the space of about three weeks. 
acquainted before this debate began; and he was| The question had often been called for, put when 
likewise against them for many reasons which he | any gentleman suggested that there was anything 
never heard till after the debate began. I knowa| further to be offered, the question was delayed 
member, said Mr. W. smiling, who is to give his| without opposition. That before the House ad- 
vote against the resolutions, and who goes into the | journed on Friday last, the question appeared ripe 
country this night. If the question is deferred} for decision, but a member who had been much 
this day, for the absence of one member, I shall} engaged in the debates, suggested that another 
try to get it put off to-morrow for the absence of | member wished to be heard, and the question was 
this other member; and so I shall always be for| delayed. That on Saturday it was expected that 
putting it off till can turn my minority intoa ma-| many members would go out of town who would 
jority. not be returned so early this morning. Though 
Mr. Finp.ey rose in reply to what had dropped | he acknowledged the right of the House to take 
from Mr. W. about the majority of the Assembly | the question at any time, yet he wished for a de- 
of Pennsylvania running away from the question. | cent exercise of that right. Though he thought 
{It was objected, that he was not in order, as he} the member had a right to change his mind and 
was not speaking to the question before the House.] | decline speaking if he thought proper, yet he could 
Mr. F. replied that he was in order, as he was| not approve of first delaying the question at the 
about to explain the nature of some facts which | request that the members might be heard, and de- 
the gentleman had asserted. That if that gentle-| clining to speak in order to favor a surprise. 
man was permitted to assert those things, he had} Though the House might decide any time, it 
a right to explain them, and appealed to the Chair- | ought not to prefer the most improper time that 
man, who, as well as many of the members, ac-| offered during the whole discussion. He said the 
knowledged his right, and bid him go on. Assembly of Pennsylvania, to which such free 
Mr. F. said, that he doubted if the members| allusions had been made, thought it indecent to 
had all as high a sense of honor, in standing their} take an important question on Monday morning, 
round upon a question, as his colleague ae knowing that several members having left town 
mILIE] had suggested, though he acknowledged | on Saturday night, had not returned. To punish ab- 
they ought to have it. He alleged, that members| sent members in this way was a poor argument. 
thus absenting themselves, was not peculiar to} It was not the members that were punished, but 
Pennsylvania. That in the Assembly of that and | the constituents. He said he did not know which 
other States, and even in Congress, members had | side of the House had most members absent; he 
sometimes withdrawn from questions respecting | only wished a fair and full decision. 
war, upon the account of religious scruples, and| Mr. Ciark observed, in answer to the gentle- 
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man, that if they sat much longer on this question, 
he should have no feeling at all; for he believed 
they would all be petrified. He was for putting 
the vote immediately, that they might not be en- 
tangled in another debate of six days, to prove that 
the resolution meant nothing. 

Mr. Gives rose and withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Mapison had now come in. In answer to 
what had been objected against the generality of 
his resolution, he said that there were numerous 
precedents of that sort upon the Journals. 

Mr. Ames replied to Mr. Mapison. 

Mr. Firzsimons said, that he would vote against 
the first resolution; but some of the subsequent 
ones he approved. They had lost three weeks in 
debating upon the metaphysics of commerce. Let 
the resolutions be taken one by one. He hoped 
that the House would do something for the manu- 
factures of the country. He was convinced that 
something might be done. 

Mr. Gizés said, that he would vote for the first 
resolution, but for some of those which went after 
it he would not vote. 

Mr. Mapison spoke as follows: I owe many 
apologies to this ren for rising so often, but 
since I rise only for explanation, I hope I shall be 
forgiven. I intentionally made the first resolu- 
tion as vague as it is,and not moreso. Iregarded 
this generality of expression as necessary. 

Mr. Heatu wanted the question taken, the gen- 
tlemen against the resolution were going off the 
question in a ludicrous manner. 

Mr. Dayton was against the resolution. The 
evasion was on the opposite side. The gentlemen 
for the resolutions were like some kinds of am- 
phibious animals. If you attack them on the land 
they fly into the water; if you attack them by 
water they fly to land. As to the resolutions, he 
expected nothing but mischief from them. The 
people of the United States would set up manufac- 
tures. The restrictions would senate be taken 
off. British manufactures would pour in again. 
And those who had set up American manutacto- 
ries would be reduced to beggary. The House 
would act in this case as the British House of 
Commons once did. They voted, “that the in- 
fluence of the Crown had increased, was increas- 
ing, and ought to be diminished.” But they had 
never acted up to this resolution, or done anything 
upon it. In the same way, the gentlemen who 
vote for the present resolutions will disagree to 
those that come after it. The business would end 
in nothing, and thus the House, by having adopt- 
ed the first resolution, would make themselves 
ridiculous. 

Mr. Ames said, the resolution was matter of 
moonshine, including everything, and concluding 
nothing. Now we are told by the mover that the 
first resolution pledged us to nothing. Therefore, 
we shall have nothing to do with it. 

Mr. Hearu observed, that if he had entertained 
any doubts as to the propriety of the resolutions, 
those doubts would be now removed by the style 
of subterfuge adopted in the present debate by the 
members against them. 

Here Mr. Dayton, Mr. Ames, and Mr. W, 








Smiru, rose together. Mr. Smiru was heard. He 
said that they had not been debating at all about 
the first resolution, but about the second resolu- 
tion, ever since the discussion began. Mr. 8. moved 
an amendment to the first resolution, which was 
that instead of the words “certain cases,” be read 
“the following cases.” He said that this amend- 
ment was necessary to make the resolution intelli- 
gible. 

Mr. VeNnaBLeE said, it was in vain to deny, there 
was a subterfuge and a spirit of quibbling unworthy 
ot Congress in these proceedings. A gentleman, 
{Mr. Smiru,] had just now told us that the first 
resolution was unintelligible, and yet this very 
member had taken up two days on this very reso- 
lution, and now he rose to tell us that it had no 
meaning, and that he did not understand it. Mr. V. 
had listened with great attention to all that had 
been said, and thought it evident, that a spirit of 
quibbling and of subterfuge had got into the opin- 
ion of the resolutions. 

This charge was retorted from the gentlemen 
on the other side of the House. For which Mr. 
Nicuo.as said there was no ground. As to blend- 
ing political and commercial speculations, for 
which the friends of the resolution had been blamed, 
there was nothing unfair. In the very beginning 
of the debate, it had been stated, that they were a 
substitute for military preparations. 

Mr. Firzsimons hoped the amendment would 
be withdrawn. it would sound strangely to the 
world, and place them all together in a singular 
light, if, when they had debated so long on a reso- 
lution, they should at this time be amending it, in 
a way as if they had not understood the meaning 
of it. Mr. Smirx withdrew his motion accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Gives did not wish to delay a vote. He 
had been both amused and astonished with the 
tone of distinction adopted by the gentlemen op- 
posed to the resolutions. Political questions were 
the genus, of which commercial questions were a 
species. There was nothing unfair in connecting 
what it was impossible to separate. A spirit of 
quibbling had this day got into the House. The 
debate had taken a new turn, and a turn in which 
he was very unwilling to appear. 

The question being loudly called for, it was put 
and carried, 51 votes to46. The Committee then 
rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Tuespay, February 4. 

An engrossed bill, providing for the relief of 
such of the inhabitants of St. Domingo, resident 
within the United States, as may be found in want 
of support, was read the third time, and passed. 

COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, on the Report of the 
Secretary of State, on the privileges and restric- 
tions on the commerce of the United States in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. Nicuouas desired to exclude by name all 
Powers except Britain, from the effect of the first 
resolution. 
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[Some gentlemen said it would be much more 
manly to name Britain at once. 

Mr. Nicuo tas said, that he had no objection to 
naming Britain. 

Mr. Mapison observed, that he had at first 
avoided the particular mention of Britain, because 
he had been solicitous to conduct the business in 
as civil a way as possible. It was no concern to 
him whether Britain was specially mentioned or 
not. Her Statute Book had afforded many ex- 
amples of that kind of style. 

Mr. 8S. Smiru was at a loss to know what re- 
cent injury Britain had committed, which could 
justify this proceeding. In point of justice, Spain 
ought to be put on the same footing. She had 
laid restrictions on American shipping, that she 
did not impose upon those of any other nation. 

Mr. Nicuo.as answered, that the case did not 
apply to Spain; we enjoy a trade with her that is 
highly beneficial to the United States; nor have 
we any means of compelling her to alter her 
conduct. 

Mr. Boupinortstrongly recommended that Spain, 
and the Imperial ports, should be comprehended in 
the restrictions. He had been against the original 
resolution; but since the measure was going for- 
ward, he wished that it might be conducted with 
propriety, and on principles as reasonable and equi- 
table as could be adopted. 

Mr. Mapison observed, that Britain had issued 
a Proclamation respecting the stoppage of the ves- 
sels of neutral nations; of these there were but 
three—Denmark, Sweden, and the United States. 
The two former had been expressly excepted from 
the consequences of these restrictions. The Pro- 


clamation was, in itself, a breach of the law of 


nations. 

Mr. Ames was of opinion that it would be wiser 
to accept of excuses for injuries, than fight battles 
to avenge them. He likewise insisted that a train 
of negotiation had been entered into respecting the 
grievances of America, and that it would be pro- 
per to wait the conclusion of it. 

Mr. Mapison considered the conduct of Britain 
as extremely atrocious. He read some extracts 
from the correspondence between Mr. Pinckney 
and the American Government. In these, the 
behaviour of Britain was represented as very ar- 
bitrary and tyrannical; and it was strongly stated, 
that there was not the least chance of obtaining 
redress from the Court of London, for the vio- 
lences committed on the American flag. 

Mr. Day'ron read some other passages from the 
same correspondence, and from these he drew in- 
ferences of an opposite tendency. 

Mr. GiLes one a passage from one of the let- 
ters of Mr. Pinckney, wherein that gentleman re- 
commended commercial restrictions, as the safest 
way of obtaining satisfaction from Britain for all 
the wrongs of America, since there was not the 
smallest probability of obtaining redress in any 
other way: Mr. P. expressed his extreme aversion 


to war, and therefore he suggested this method of 


retaliation, as a sure mode of distressing Britain, 
without the expense and danger of actual hostili- 
ties. Mr. G. asked how, in the name of common 
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sense, gentlemen, after perusing such letters from 
Mr. Pinckney, could stand up, and pretend to say, 
that they had the smallest expectation of obtain- 
ing justice from Britain? He had been astonished 
at the language that he had heard in that House, 
Members had not serupled to say, that the mere 
exercise of our élitieal rights, as an independent 
Government, was equivalent to a Declaration of 
War against Britain. Why do we pretend to call 
ourselves a free or independent People? It would 
be much better, honestly and at once, to declare 
ourselves Colonies subject to Britain! The lan- 
guage held upon this topic was an insult upon the 
common sense of every American. We were en- 
titled to exercise our own rights in our own way. 
eee att rather hazard a war, than give up that 
right. 

Mr. WapswortH was convinced, that Spain 
and Portugal deserved to be comprehended under 
the commercial restrictions as much as Britain, 
since they behaved as badly. Portugal, in parti- 
cular, had acted with superlative baseness, for she 
did not, as in good faith she was bound, warn us 
beforehand of the approach of the Algerine Peace. 
It was true that the newspapers had teemed with 
preposterous praise of her generosity, but this was 
altogether a farce; because the papers before the 
House, which could not be printed, proved the con- 
trary. It was strangely said, that Britain had 
made the Peace for Portugal without the know- 
ledge of the Court of Lisboa—a circumstance quite 
incredible. Mr. W. asserted the conduct of Spain 
to be as mischievous as it possibly could be. The 
same remark applied to France, where the Cap- 
tains of American vessels had been fined for at- 
tempting to obtain redress in a Court of Justice, 
against the captors of their ships. Nor did it pro- 
ceed from any want of provisions, that they had 
seized cargoes of that kind. They had openly 
locked them up in warehouses for many months, 
and at the same time refusing to give the Captains 
of the vessels a satisfaction. I really do not 
know (said Mr. W.) anybody, within whose reach 
we come, that does not despoil us. As to the Law 
of Nations, I leave that to gentlemen of the law— 
they may manage it; but he found it to be very 
uncertain. He was sure that all the world did us 
all the harm that was in their power; and he was 
not certain but what an open rupture with us will 
be acceptable to some of the nations of Europe. 
With regard to Spain, such a hostile disposition 
cannot be surprising, since every American news- 
paper that we can look into is full of projects for 
driving them out of the American Continent. He 
said that immense property depended on the de- 
cision of this day; he lieved there never was a 
greater at stake, in any question which had ever 
come before an American Congress. He referred 
to the lawsuits at present depending before the 
British Courts of eee or the recovery of 
American property seized by the British pirates. 
He was convinced that, if the present amendment 
passed, the merchants of this country never would 
recover a farthing before the British Judges, of 
the immense sums for which they had lodged 
claims, which would be their ruin. There was 
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one effect which the resolutions would produce, 
and that was, to drive a great part of our shipping 
out of employment. This he did not consider as 
a misfortune, for there was a much greater pro- 
portion of the mercantile capital of America en- 
gaged in that business than could be for the ad- 
vantage of the country. 

Mr. NicHo.as, in reply to an argument con- 
stantly urged by the gentlemen on the other side 
of the question, said, that it was quite needless to 
speak of waiting for the result of an application 
to Britain. A thing has happened that puts all 
negotiation out of the question. A man owes you 
a dollar, you ask payment, and he robs you of an 
hundred. The aflair of the Algerines puts an end 
to negotiation. The case was so bad, that after 
it, no man could hope for amicable redress from 
Britain, or that after such baseness she would ever 
give us justice. With regard to Spain, there were 
two good reasons why we should not wish to offend 
her. In the first place, the United States gained 
largely by her trade; and, in the next, she was 
entirely out of our power. As to Britain, she 
was within our reach; and he was solicitous to 
except Spain and every other country from the 
restrictions, that their impression might be the 
more strongly felt in Britain. 

Mr. W. Smirx again spoke at considerable 


renal 

r. CLarK replied, that the gentleman from 
South Carolina had said that Britaim was the 
most friendly to the United States of any nation 
in Europe; and that if a stranger came into that 
House, he would think the resolution under dis- 
cussion was a manifesto of war against Britain. 
But, said Mr. C., (looking at Mr. Smiru,) if a 
stranger were to come into this House, he would 
think that Britain had an agent here. 

{Here the gentleman was called to order. ] 

Mr. C. rose again, and repeated what he had 
said, appealing to the judgment of the House. He 
said that he had not named the gentleman as being 
a British agent he had only said, that a stranger 
might think there was a British agent in the Com- 
mittee. The gentleman [Mr. Smrru] had objected 
to the prolixity of the proposed amendment, in 
naming and eFeePhiNg so many nations from the 
restrictions, and had recommended it as much 
better to declare, at once, that they were levelled 
at Britain only; it was putting twenty-five words 
where one would answer the purpose. Sir, (said 
Mr. C.,) in cases of this kind there are often dif- 
ferent opinions. He had heard the gentleman him- 
self employ five hundred words, which, in his judg- 
ment, did not comprehend the meaning of one. 
As to the war, we had heard much painting, as if 
arms and legs were flying about our ears. For his 
own part, he was not afraid of hostilities: the rea- 
son perhaps was, that being much more advanced 
in life than some other members, he had less to 
lose by death. As to the present amendment, he 
regarded it as containing the essence of all which 
they have been debating about for thirteen days; 
and he hoped that the same gentlemen would vote 
for it to-day, who yesterday had voted for the 
resolution itself. 

3d Con.—15 





Mr. W. Smiru rose immediately after Mr. 
Ciark, and observed, that the member ee 
have spared himself the trouble of mentioning his 
advanced age, as his garrulity was a pretty strong 
symptom of it. Whether he (Mr. sh had, in the 
course of his remarks, employed more words than 
were necessary, the Committee would judge. 
They would also judge whether the incessant 
loquacity of that member was, in general, much 
to the purpose. With respect to any illiberal in- 
sinuations, they only excited his contempt. He 
had ne doubt hay were reprobated by the Com- 
mittee, for they were intended to check the free- 
dom of debate. But he declared, he would never 
suffer such attacks to deter him from that which 
he conceived a proper discharge of his duty. Mr. 
S. said it was astonishing that, after he had, from 
the commencement of the debate, so guardedly 
excluded all political topics, and confined his re- 
marks expressly to commercial grounds, (consider- 
ing the subject merely as a commercial one,) that 
there should be found any one so uncandid as to 
wrest his arguments from commercial and apply 
them to political facts. He had stated commer- 
cial facts, and had drawn inferences from them. 
If the facts were unfounded in truth, let gentle- 
men deny them. If his inferences were inconclu- 
sive, let gentlemen refute them. It was with 
much satisfaction he had, however, found, that 
all the commercial members who had followed 
him on the same side had. by their opinions and 
votes, borne testimony to the accuracy of his state- 
ments. Were those members, on that account, 
liable to the charge of undue partiality for Bri- 
tain, and would they not, if such charge were 
made, be justified in recriminating ? Would there 
not be as much reason to accuse the one side of 
being agents of France as the other of being agents 
for Britain? But he hoped all such remarks 
would, in future, be spared. The members on 
both sides were Americans, and had the same 
object in view—the public good—but they differ- 
ed about the means. To substitute indecent per- 
sonalities for argument was unworthy of any mem- 
ber, was an avowal of a want of argument, and 
merited the animadversion of the House. 

Mr. Swirt was sorry to hear so much personal 
reflection cast out as the Committee had just now 
heard. He was convinced that the gentleman from 
South Carolina would despise it, as he was satis- 
fied that every other gentleman in the Committee 
would do. 

Mr. Smiuig saw no difference between return- 
ing to the situation of a Colony dependent upon 
Britain, and that of submitting to be shackled as 
to commercial restrictions. 

Mr. Ames said, that there was no commercial 
State in the Union which favored the resolutions: 
four-fifths of the citizens of the United States were 
against them. It had been urged, that they con- 
tained nothing new; nothing but what had long 
been intended to be carried into execution. An 
opinion against the resolutions was traveling with 
rapidity from this centre, on every side, to the cir- 
cumference of the circle. The people had too 
much good sense to approve them. 
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Mr. Murray was surprised at the new turn 
which the debate had taken. Some days ago, the 
Committee had been amused and delighted with 
a splendid detail of the advantages to be secured 
to America, by the resolutions; but, since that 
time, the style had been reversed, and it was now 
frankly acknowledged that their sole end was, a 
system of hostility against Britain, and that it 
was the noble and patriotic passion of resentment 


which had produced them! But he was most of 


all surprised to see gentlemen going into a scheme 
which must blow up three-fourths of the revenues 
of the country. He could not imagine from what 
motives they were to cast themselves on their 
constituents in this way, or by what means they 
expected to be able to discharge the interest of the 
Public Debt. He was of opinion that no sinister 
motives of speculation in the Public Funds could 
influence that House. He was satisfied that it 
contained no speculators in paper, as had been as- 
serted by the pen of calumny. He gave his heart 
negative to the resolutions, in every shape. All 
the extensive information possessed by the gentle- 
man who introduced them, all his abilities, and 
all the resources of his mind, had not been able 
to discover any method for discharging the inter- 
est of this Debt. 

Mr. S. Smirx, Mr. Dexter, Mr. HiLiuovuss, 
Mr. Firzsimons, and other members, spoke on 
the subject. 

The Committee now rose, and reported progress, 
without taking a question on the amendment. 





Wepnespay, February 5. 


Mr. Gitsert, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for extending the time for trans- 
mitting the oaths of absent owners of vessels, and 
for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and Sons; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Goopuue, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the remission of certain duties ; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Ordered, That the Message from the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unitep Srares, of the thirtieth 
ultimo, enclosing the copy of a Letter from the 
Governor of North Carolina, covering a resolu- 
tion of the Legislature of that State; as, also, the 
petitions of Thomas Person, and others, proprie- 
tors of lands in the Territory South of the river 


Ohio, and of the Trustees of the University of 


North Carolina, be referred to Mr. WILLIAM Sirs, 
Mr. Biovunt, Mr. Carnes, Mr. Orr, and Mr. Pres- 
ton ; that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed to 
report whether any,and what, alterations or amend- 
ments are, in their opinion, necessary to the act 
“to establish the Post Office and Post Roads of 
the United States,’ made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing a statement of the moneys now in the Trea- 
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sury, with an estimate of such further sums as 
may probably come into the Treasury, before the 
first of April next; and the demands that will pro- 
bably be made on the Treasury to that time ; with 
a state of the domestic loans, made pursuant to the 
order of the thirtieth of last month; which were 
read, and ordered to be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House to whom is committed 
the bill making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four. 

‘The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to take into consideration the act “to 
establish the Judicial Courts of the United States,” 
and report some provision in the case where any 
Judge of the Courts of the United States is, or 
may, by sickness or other disqualifying cause, be 
rendered incapable of discharging the duties of his 
office. Also, some further provision concerning 
bail, process, and costs, in the Courts of the United 
States ; and, generally, to report such amendments 
to the said act, as they may judge necessary and 
Constitutional ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported progress. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A motion was made, that the House do now, 
according to the order of the day, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House on the 
Report of the Secretary of State on the privi- 
leges and restrictions on the commerce of the 
United States in foreign countries. 

Mr. Lyman wished that a delay might be grant- 
ed, till advices could be received from England. 
It lay as a weight on his mind, that the House 
should proceed with so much rapidity. He had 
no design in wishing for a delay, but merely that 
the House might act with greater certainty ; be- 
cause, after they had taken some decisive step, in- 
telligence of an accommodating nature might ar- 
rive from Britain, and cause them to regret the 
precipitation of their measures. He referred to 
the directions of the Executive to Mr. Pinckney, 
to send a final answer to this country by the first 
of December. 

Mr. Batpwin recommended a delay during this 
whole session. He would not have sat silent dur- 
ing this discussion, as he hitherto had done, but 
from hopes that the subject would end in that 
way. It was his opinion, that this was one of 
those questions which had better be suffered to lie 
undisturbed for some time, as it would, by delay, 
be meliorated. Two years ago, when the ques- 
tion was agitated, he u..' some other gentlemen 
had persuaded those members, who were then ex- 
tremely anxious for a measure of this nature, to 
postpone it. He had assured them, that they need- 
ed to feel no alarm for their commerce and ship- 
ping, as they would unquestionably rise fast into 
prosperity. At the desire of these gentlemen, the 
report had been made. But, last session, it was 
considered as too early to produce it, satisfactory 
information upon some points not having been ob- 
tained. At the sitting down of this Congress, the 
report had been laid on the table. It would have 
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betrayed an improper disrespect for the last Con- 
gress; for the Secretary who gave in the report, 
and for the gentleman, whose solicitations had 
brought it into existence, not to have paid it no- 
tice. But the predictions of Mr. B. had been fully 
realized. The alarm had subsided. The very 
members who had been anxious for reports and 
restrictions, were convinced, from experience, that 
their trade and shipping were in no danger. In 
spite of their severe losses by sea, they were all 
content to put up with them for the sake of culti- 
vating the advantages of peace. Time had satis- 
fied them with their situation; and if the subject 
should be suffered to sleep till another session, 
time would, in the same way, convince the other 
gentlemen, at present for the resolutions, that they 
were superfluous; he, therefore, advised to defer 
the consideration of the question. The parties 
had shifted sides, and would all, in the course of 
time, be of one mind. 

Mr. SHERBURNE said, that he was one of only 
two members from New England, who had voted 
for the resolutions. He did so, because he be- 
lieved them to correspond both with the inclina- 
tions and the interest of his constituents. If their 
opinion had been different from his, he would have 
resigned it, in deference to that of those who sent 
him intothe House. Since he had given his vote, 
he had heard so many assertions, that four-fifths 
of the people of America were against the resolu- 
tions, that he was disposed to wish for a delay, till 
he had learned the real state of public sentiment. 

Mr. Crark thought it reasonable to grant a de- 
lay, if the member who asked for it [Mr. Lyman] 
did not mean this, as an expedient, to put off the 
resolutions. It was proper that every gentleman 
should be, as much as possible, satisfied ; and, be- 
sides, to postpone proceedings till advice came 
from Britain, was cutting off the right arm of ar- 
guments of the gentlemen in opposition. 

Mr. Tracy begged that the resolutions might 
be deferred for this day, at least, because he had a 
report to lay before the House respecting the Post 
Office and Post Roads, which could not be de- 
layed. 

Mr. Lyman declared that, in asking a delay, 
he had no motive but what he had openly stated. 
He did not wish to postpone the discussion for any 
other reason. 

Mr. Goopuue differed from the member from 
New Jersey, as to the refusal of redress by England 
cutting off the right arm of the arguments against 
the resolutions. He had not the least idea of re- 
dress in that quarter, as to the stopping of vessels 
with provisions for France. He had opposed the 
resolutions, but not from any idea of an alteration 
in that point. 

Mr. Lyman then moved, that the further con- 
sideration of the resolutions be deferred till the 
first Monday in March next. 

Mr. Suersurne seconded the motion. 

Mr. Firzsimons said, that it was not, in his 
mind, of the smallest consequence whether the 
motion was carried or lost; nor did he in the least 
care on which side his voice went. With respect 
to Britain, he had suffered by her severely. His 
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property had been seized and carried into her 
ag in contradiction to reason and to justice. 

e had not yet had time to collect the proofs of 
this, such as to enable him to make a regular ap- 
a to the Government of this country; and 

e supposed that many other merchants were in 
the same situation as to this point. The prohibi- 
tion of commerce between America and France 
by the combined Powers, was more injurious in 
idea, than in reality; and, that he might not be 
misunderstood, he should beg leave to explain 
himself. In fact, no merchant of this country 
would think of sending his property to France; 
for the Convention, many months before the pro- 
clamation of the combined Powers, had effectu- 
ally prohibited the importation of the productions 
of America into France, by suffering no French 
products or manufactures to be sent out of France; 
nor, indeed, anything but assignats, which were 
of no service in the United States. 

Mr. Forrest thought it extremely improper to 
defer or delay a decision; an alarm had been 
spread. It was proper to relieve the minds of the 
people. He wished to go into a Committee im- 
mediately ; and, if that should be refused, he would 
have the yeas and nays taken on the question. 

Mr. Mapison had no objection todelay. As 
to the resolutions, in answer to Mr. Dayton, who 
had spoke of the versatility of the ideas of the 
mover, he said, that he had always reconciled him- 
self to giving up some parts, and making partial 
sacrifices, provided the great principle was pre- 
served. 

Mr. Finpcey, in a speech of some length, said, 
that, previous to the discussion on the resolutions, 
retailers had agreed to raise the price of goods, for 
other and a known reasons, but that he had 
not discovered that the wholesale merchants had 
raised the prices. 

Mr. Firzsimons contradicted Mr. FinpLey, 
both as to this assertion, and another which he 
had made, that the merchants of Philadelphia 
were satisfied with the resolutions, which was 
contrary to the fact. He was authorized to say it 
was otherwise. 

Mr. Finney acknowledged, that he had said , 
that at least four-fifths of the merchants, whom 
he had an opportunity of conversing with, were 
in favor of the resolutions. That he was safe in 
saying so, and that he had been informed of so 
many more having the same sentiments as to jus- 
tify him, in his opinion, that the merchants were 
not generally against the resolutions. That he 
had introduced this assertion in opposition to the 
frequent appeals that had been oe to the opin- 
ions of the mercantile members of the House. He 
had always thought appeals to the opinions of 
those on the same side of the question, an impro- 

er argument. He did not admit, however strong- 

y it had been asserted, that all the members en- 
gaged in commerce, were against the resolutions. 
And when he reflected upon the great influence 
arising from the mercantile accommodation of 
credit and assertments, so much urged by the mem- 
ber who took the lead in opposing the resolutions, 
and found so many merchants out of doors in fa- 
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vor of them, he was convinced of the truth of the 
observation of a member from Maryland, [Mr. 
Smiru,] that the merchants of the United States 
were more patriotic, and understood the Constitu- 
tion and interests of their country better than 
those of other countries. For, when it was con- 
sidered, that the object of commercial pursuits 
was gain, and that merchants, as such, had attach- 
ments to every country, in proportion to the ad- 
= they derived from it in trade; and that 
though they were, perhaps, more fully possessed 
of a general philanthropy, or of that kind of patri- 
otism which embraces all mankind, yet, that they 
had not so much of that exclusive attachment to 
a particular country as other classes of citizens. 
He said that, when it was evident that such a vast 
proportion of mercantile gain and accommodation 
was enjoyed in the commerce with Britain, he 
was not surprised that so great a proportion of 
merchants were against suibesiinnny calculated to 
narrow that commerce, or that some who were 
once in favor of them, had been persuaded to 
change their mind. 

While he had not the least doubt that the mer- 
ehants, with whom his colleague conversed, were 

inst the measure, yet, he adhered to the truth 
of his former assertion. He said, it was not de- 
cent nor orderly to prove his assertion by mention- 
ing nameson the floor; but, if his colleague chose 
a private explanation, he would be convinced that 
the merchants who had declared themselves in 
favor of the resolutions were pretty numerous, and 
not inferior in respectability, nor in the extent of 
their commercial dealings, to those who were 
against them. 

In reply to the assertion, that the price of goods 
had been raised in consequence of the resolutions. 
He said that there was a greater number of coun- 
try storekeepers in town than usual at this season. 


That he had frequently accompanied them to the- 


wholesale merchants. That they purchased the 
Manchester goods as cheap, and, in some instances, 
cheaper, than ever he had seen them. That, though 
woollens were a little dearer than he had some- 
times found them, yet they were not sold dearer 
at the wholesale stores, since the discussion on the 
resolutions began, than they were when Congress 
met. That ieeaiteee, his assertion, as far as it 


went, was founded on incontrovertible facts, and 
the testimony of respectable merchants. That it 
was well known that those who kept retail stores 


had entered into an agreement to raise the price 
of cloths previous to the introduction of the reso- 
lutions. 

Mr. Bourne, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Wapswortn, 
Mr. Suersurne, Mr. Ames, Mr. Ciark, and 
Mr. Bovuninor, also spoke. 

The question was then taken to postpone the 
subject to the first Monday in March next; and 
it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 51, nays 
47, as follows: 

Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Abra- 
ham Clark, Isaac Coles, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, 
William Findley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, 
Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, 
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William B. Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Harri- 
son, John Heath, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, Wij. 
liam Irvine, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Natha- 
niel Macon, James Madison, Alexander Mebane, Wjj- 
liam Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Na- 
thaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, John 
Patton, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Ruth- 
erford, Thomas Scott, John 8. Sherburne, John Smilie, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, 
Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 

Naxys.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas Claiborne, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benja- 
min Goodhue, James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, Thomas 
Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard 
Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, Wil- 
liam Vans Murray, Jeremiah Smith, Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John £. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, 
Paine Wingate, and Richard Winn. 

The House then adjourned. 


Tuurspay, February 6. 


A petition of Thomas Perkins and Company, of 
the city of Philadelphia, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be laid on the importation of nails, or is 
encouragement given to the manufacture of the 
said article within the United States as, to the 
wisdom of Congress, shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Corr, and Mr. HinpMman ; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House, 


DIFFICULTY WITH ALGIERS. 


After the reading of some private petitions, it 
was moved that the House go into a Committee 
on the state of the Union. 

The draft of a resolution was handed to the 
Speaker, which had been drawn up by the com- 
mittee appointed to examine the papers on the 
Algerine business. The substance of the resolu- 
tion was, that certain parts had been marked by 
the committee as improper for publication ; and, 
therefore, that, in the course of the discussion, 
they should not be referred to, or the reading of 
them called for, by any of the members. 

A motion to this purpose was then made and 
seconded. 

Mr. Hunter said he would treat the commit- 
tee as he would wish them totreat him. He had 
no design of condemning the committee ; but he 
could not think of attempting to discuss a ques- 
tion where he was not at liberty to call for and 
examine the very materials requisite for deciding 
his opinion. 
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On motion, the House went into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The resolution being read for building four 
ships of 44 guns and two ships of 20 guns— 

Mr. Mapison rose to inquire whether there was, 
in the public stores of the United States, a suffi- 
cient quantity of cedar and live oak for building 
the proposed six vessels? He was answered that 
there was not. Mr. M. then observed, that it was 
evident this fleet could not be ready for effective 
service in the course of the present year. He 
imagined that there was another resolution, pre- 
cedent as to the time of voting it, which ought to 
be before the Committee. The resolution to which 
he alluded, was that assigning a sum of money to 
buy a cessation of hostilities from the Regency of 
Algiers. He was of opinion that the project of 
fitting out an armed squadron was liable to many 
solid objections. There were two points of light 
in which this subject might be surveyed. The 
first of these was, whether the Algerines acted 
from their own impulse in this matter? In that 
case, they were known to be in the habit of sell- 
ing a peace; and, if they are willing to do so, he 
fancied that it might be purchased for less money 
than the armament would cost. On the other 
hand, if they do not act from their own impulse, 
but upon the instigation of Britain, we may de- 
pend upon it that they cannot be bought. Bri- 
tain will keep them hostile. There is infinitely 
more danger of a British war from the fitting out 
of ships than from the resolutions on the report 
of the Secretary of State. The distance which 
the ships would have to sail is not less than three 
thousand miles, and their number is too small for 
a decisive advantage. The Combined Powers 
would embrace the equipment of these ships as 
an excellent opportunity to pick a quarrel with 
the United States. Mr. M. expressed his doubts 
with regard to the propriety of this measure, be- 
cause the expense would be immense, and there 
was no certainty of reaping any benefit from it. 

Mr. Ciark was anxious to state his doubts on 
this subject, that gentlemen, who, by their habits 
of life, hed met with opportunities of better in- 
formation than he possessed, might correct him 
where he was wrong. In the first place, the ships 
would be too small in point of number to be of 
any kind of importance, amidst the numerous na- 
vies of Europe. The distance from any friendly 
port, where, in case of accidents, they might re- 
pair, was likewise very great. It was to be ex- 
pected that, when they fell in with British ships 
of war, that the latter would endeavor to search 
them for prohibited cargoes, and for seamen, be- 
cause they were in the practice of impressing their 
own countrymen wherever they could find them. 
This would produce a quarrel. There was a 
scheme which occurred to him, and which he 
judged would be less expensive and more effectu- 
al. This was, to hire the Portuguese to cruise 
against the Algerines. He understood that the 
Court of Lisbon desired to keep her ships of war 
in actual service. The British have been in the 
habit of building frigates for the service of the 
Algerines, and, as he was informed, mariners, at 


a distance > se sea, could distinguish in what 
country vessels were built by their construction. 
Hence it would be difficult for the captain of an 
American frigate to ascertain at sea a British ship 
of war from an Algerine. He had an objection 
to the establishment of a fleet, because, when once 
it had been commenced, there would be no end ‘of 
it. We must then have a Secretary of the Navy, 
and a swarm of other people in office, at a mon- 
strous expense. If we build six ships this year, 
we should next year find it necessary to build six 
more, and soon. The Combined Powers would 
find a much better pretence for a war by this arm- 
ament than from the resolutions on the Report of 
the Secretary. Mr. C. closed his speech, which 
was heard with great attention, by observing, 
that he rose principally to submit his opinions on 
this question as hints for those who were better 
qualified to form a judgment on the subject than 
himself. 

Mr. Batpwin expressed his doubts as to every 
part of this subject. He had not been able to gain 
any information that was satisfactory. To block 
up the Mediterranean was, he believed, impracti- 
cable. Bribery alone could purchase securit 
from the Algerines. Spain and Britain had al- 
ways found this method the cheapest. He had 
much confidence in the gentleman who had been 
employed to go as an Envoy to Algiers from this 
country. He wasa thorough man. Mr. B. had 
yet formed no decided opinion. and could wish to 
suspend his judgment till he learned the issue of 
the present application to the Dey. If bribery 
would not do, he should certainly vote for equip- 
ping a fleet. 

Mr. Nicno as feared that we were not a match 
for the Algerines. A small number of sailors 
were sufficient to navigate one of their ships, and 
they had a militia to man them who were innu- 
merable. He had not been able to form an exact 
opinion, but he was afraid that we were nota 
match for them by sea. 

Mr. S. Smiru rose chiefly to answer the inter- 
rogatories proposed by Mr. Ciarx, as to what 
harbors in Europe American ships could retire to 
for shelter? Im an early part of his life, Mr.'S. 
said that he had been in that part of the world, 
and could assure the House that there was no 
want of proper harbors to refit or obtain provi- 
sions in. The first he mentioned was Toulon; 
Marseilles, likewise, had a most excellent harbor, 
and there was no doubt that our vessels would be 
received there in the most friendly way, as the 
Algerines had lately declared war against the Re- 
public of France. Spain had, likewise, several 
excellent ports—Malaga, Cadiz, Barcelona, and 
Ferrol. In all these the American squadron 
would be heartily welcome, and meet with all 
kinds of naval stores in the greatest abundance. 
Lisbon, also, was a fine harbor, and Oporto would 
be proper for the same purpose. So that, in case 
of accident, the armament had nothing to fear 
from wanting a place of retreat. He had no doubt 
that our vessels and our sailors would both be 
much superior to those of the Algerines. Their 
ships were old and crazy, and were presents made 
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them by the Powers with whom they are not at 
war. The American bottoms must be better; 
and our fleet will most likely have its station be- 
tween Oran and Malaga, and, stretching across 
between those two ports, block up the mouth of 
the Straits. He adverted to the mistake of Mr. 
Baupwin, who had said that Spain never attempt- 
ed to block up the Straits; the proper answer to 
which was, that Spain had an extensive coast, not 
less than four or five hundred miles, within the 
Mediterranean; so that she was quite differently 
situated, with regard to them, from America. Mr. 
S. mentioned, as a consolatory circumstance, that 
our profit was twice as great at present, in com- 
merce, as it was before the war, in spite of all the 
spoliations committed by Britain and by Spain; 
and, if the war continues, the profits will continue 
to multiply twice as fast as they would otherwise 
do. As an evidence of this fact, he mentioned 
the high price of wheat at present in this market, 
and asked whether any gentleman had heard of a 
price so high at this season of the year before? 
A gentleman (Mr. Nicnoxas] had spoken of an 
Algerine militia. Why, sir, (said Mr.S.,) I shall 
set down against them the American militia, and 
so that account is settled. He estimated that the 
whole American exports and imports, in round 
numbers, was twenty millions of dollars each; 
and that the extra insurance on account of the 
Algerines, from one end of the year to the other, 
would not be less than five per cent. on the whole, 
which was, altogether, two millions of dollars. 
From this Mr. §. inferred that it must be the very 
worst kind of economy to hazard an expense of 
tw? millions of dollars of insurance, for the sake 
of saving the charges of this armament. He did 
not see it improbable that the Algerines might 
very soon be on our coast, under the command of 
British or American renegadoes. It was nothing 
uncommon, among seamen, for two captains to be 
in the greatest friendship to-day, and plundering 
each other’s vessels to-morrow. As an example 
of what Americans, in particular, are capable of 
doing, he repeated the history of a Mr. Cooper, of 
Virginia, who, some years ago, fitted out a ship 
for the express purpose of cruising against Ame- 
rican vessels bound from or to the Kast Indies. 
He sent a person into the harbor of Algiers to so- 
licit a commission from the Dey, and this Envoy 
had very near been taken prisoner, as the Dey 
wanted to have made aslave of him. Mr.S. said 
that Mr. Cooper was known to be a man of cou- 
rage, of perseverance, and as possessing that spe- 
cies of intellectual resources which qualify an ad- 
venturer for bold undertakings. He inferred, from 
this anecdote, that. if Mr. Cooper, a man of re- 
spectable birth and connexions, could form sucha 
scheme, what was not to be feared from the com- 
mon set of seamen? He could not tell where the 
danger might end; nor did he know whether Phi- 
ladelphia itself would be in safety. They might 
speak of their forts as much as ew pleased ; he 
knew their force, and did not much value it. The 
British had gone past them, and what was to hin- 
der the Algerines, or such a man as Mr. Cooper, 
from getting past them? Were he on the coast 
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of an enemy, he should not have the least scruple 
of engaging to run a ship by such forts, when 
there was in view so great a prospect as the plun- 
der of Philadelphia. e strongly pressed the ne- 
cessity of sending out the proposed fleet as quickly 
as possible. 

Mr. Ames attacked the mover of the resolutions 
on the Report of the Secretary [ Mr. Mapison} 
for not displaying in the affair of the Algerines 
some part of the spirit which he had exerted on 
the other occasion. He thought it shameful to 
buy a peace, and that there could be no security, 
if we did. He recommended an armament. Portu- 
gal had shown herself friendly ; and, referring to 
what Mr. Ciark had stated, he was of opinion 
she would give our ships shelter in her ports. He 
thought that six stout frigates at the mouth of the 
Straits would do the business. He went at con- 
siderable length into Mr. Mapison’s resolutions, 
and condemned, upon various grounds, the argu- 
ments and conduct of the gentlemen who support- 
ed them. Yesterday, we were told that Britain 
durst not quarrel with America, and to-day she is 
represented as ready to do it. Our commerce is 
on the point of being annihilated, and, unless an 
armament is fitted out, we may very soon expect 
the Algerines on the coast of America. 

Mr. Gites, in reply, said that Mr. Ames drew 
inconsistent pictures. One day he represented 
the American commerce at the summit of pros- 
perity ; the next, it was reduced to nothing. In 
defence of the commercial regulations, he remind- 
ed the House that Britain, and not Algiers, was 
the real object of alarm, and the real source of 
hostility. 1t was, therefore, proper to provide re- 
medies against both of these illustrious confede- 
rates. Algiers was but the instrument, Britain 
was the cause. The reliance of Britain upon this 
instrument plainly showed that she was not equa! 
to a war and a commercial contest. She had, 
therefore, turned loose the Algerines upon us—a 
fact which is pretty generally acknowledged on 
both sides of the House. It is, therefore, in the 
power of Britain to prevent the progress of these 

irates. The commercial restrictions will reduce 
Britain to difficulty, and she will then, for the 
sake of friendship with America, be glad to put a 
stop to the Algerine ravages. Until some mea- 
sure of this kind has been adopted, Britain, as she 
has raised up Algiers, will keep her up. The 
cheapest mode of getting peace will certainly be 
by embracing the commercial regulations. Mr. 
G. was averse to the proposal of a fleet. He 
agreed very much with the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. CLark,] that it would be a better ex- 
pedient to hire the fleet of Portugal. He con- 
sidered the establishment of a maritime force as 
having a direct tendency to war; whereas, the 
commercial restrictions had the same tendency to 

ace. The sending of American armed ships 
into the midst of the fleets of Europe would cer- 
tainly produce a quarrel. It had been well re- 
marked, [by Mr. Crark,] that, if an attempt was 
made to search our ships of war, like our mer- 
chantmen, it would infallibly produce a public 
affront, and consequent hostilities. 
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ants of Saint Domingo, resident within the Unit- 
ed States, as may be found to be in want of sup- 


port,” with an amendment; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 


THE NAVAL FORCE. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. The 
Chairman read the resolution before the House for 
equipping a Naval force. 

Mr. Mapison thought this expedient unlikely 
to answer the purpose, and liable to many objec- 
tions. Before the American squadron can be 
equipped, the truce between Algiers and Portugal 
must expire. When that expiration shall take 
place, she either will not renew the truce at all, or 
she will stipulate that the United States shall be 
comprehended in it. He would save the money 
intended for the fleet, and hire the Portuguese 
ships of war with it, as soon as the truce ends. 
He wished that the Committee might reject the 
present motion, and when they did so, he would 
move a resolution, a copy of which he read to the 
Committee. It was in substance: 

“That the sum of dollars be provided to be 
employed in such a manner as should be found most 


Mr. Mapison, in reply to some remarks which 
had fallen from Mr. Smiru, respecting the present 
high price of wheat in the American market, said, 
that he had been informed of a place where wheat 
sold for four shillings and oe per bushel 
only, where the dollar passes for six shillings. 
Mr. M. supposed that Britain could render very 
essential service to the Algerines, without em- 
barking ina war. She has not embarked in a 
war to the Northwest of the Ohio, but she has 
done the same thing, in substance, by supplying 
the Indians with arms, ammunition, and, perhaps, 
with subsistence. He did not assert that Britain 
directed the plan of the Indian expeditions, for he 
had no explicit evidence that they actually did so. 
In the same way that they give underhand assist- 
ance to the Indians, they would give it to the Al- 
gerines, rather than hazard an open war. 

The Committee now rose, without coming to 
the question. 




















Fripay, February 7. 
Joun Page, from Virginia, appeared, produced 
his credentials, and took his seat in the House. 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to re- 





port whether any, and what, alterations, are ne- 
cessary in the act, entitled “ An act concerning the 
registering and recording of ships or vessels.” Also, 
in the act, entitled “An act for enrolling and 
licensing ships or vessels to be employed in the 
coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the 
same.” Also, in the act, entitled “ An act to re- 
gulate the collection of the duties imposed by law 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels.” And also, if any, and what, further 
legislative provision may be necessary for the se- 
curing and collecting the duties on foreign and 
domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas. 

Ordered, That Mr. Goopuurn, Mr. Samus. 
Smirn, Mr. Firzstmons, Mr. Parker, and Mr. 
Bensamin Bourne, be a committee, pursuant to 
the said resolution. 

Mr. Samuet Smirn, from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Lieutenant 
Colonel Tousard, made a report ; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit to you an Act and three Ordinances, pass- 
ed by the Government of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio, on the 13th and 2\st of 
March, and the 7th of May, 1793; and also certain Let- 
ters from the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, to the Secretary of State, enclosing despatches 
from the General and Extraordinary Commission of 
Guadaloupe. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep Srares, February 7, 1794. 

Ordered, That the said Message and papers do 
lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act providing for the relief of such of the inhabit- 
















effectual for obtaining a peace with the Regency of Al- 
giers; and failing of this, that the sum should be applied 
to the end of obtaining protection from some of the Eu- 
ropean Powers.” 


Mr. M. considered the armament at present pro- 


posed, as quite too small to answer any efficient 
purpose. 


A member here observed, that it would be ha- 


zardous to rely on Portugal; because though the 
truce might expire in about six months, it would 
possibly be renewed at the end of that time, or 
converted into a peace. 


Mr. Firzstmons wished that gentlemen would 


pay some attention to attested facts, before they 
so abruptly declare that the six ships proposed by 
the Committee to be built and put into commis- 
sion, were incompetent to the end for which they 
were designed. The Committee had bestowed 
considerable time in deliberating upon the best in- 
formation which could be obtained, before they 
2s the force requisite to be employed, and 
t 


ey had been satisfied, that what was now proposed 


would be equal to the end. Here Mr. F. read 
a different statement of the ships of war in the 
service of the Regency of Algiers, at different 
times. One of these shows that in the year 1789, 
there were nine xebecs, from thirty-six to ten guns, 
and one _ of forty guns upon the stocks; but 


that several of the xebecs were laid up or unfit 
for service. A second estimate of the Algerine 
maritime force, had been transmitted by Mr. 
Humphries. He specified four frigates, two xe- 
becs, and one brig. By advices still more recent, 
the fleet consisted of one vessel of forty-four guns, 
one of thirty-six, one of twenty-eight, three xebecs 
anda brig. Mr. F. observed, that gentlemen had 
objected to the sending out an American fleet ; 
that they could not always keep together. He 
reminded them, that from November to March or 
April, the corsairs of Barbary never go out to sea. 
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There were two months during that time, when 
they were restrained by their religion from pirati- 
cal excursions. The Committee had been told, 
that the Portuguese are ready to assist us. There 
is ground to expect this assistance, but not to de- 
pend upon it. o American frigates, along with 
the Portuguese vessels, would be fully equal to 
the task of curbing the Algerines. As to militia 
he could not see of what consequence they could 
be in a naval contest. With regard to expense, 
he stated a very important fact. The United 
States import, annually, two millions of bushels of 
salt from these countries, which the Algerines will 
cut off from our commerce. The rise on that ar- 
ticle must then be at least one dollar per bushel ; 
which is a tax of two millions of dollars at once, 
or three times the expense of the armament. Pro- 
bably, however, the loss may extend to four mil- 
lions of dollars on this single article of salt, in one 
year only ; a sum which would keep up the fleet 
along time. We have been trying to buy-a peace, 
but without success; and if we are not able to en- 
force it, the price of buying it must be so much 
the higher. As soonas Portugal is left to herself, 
she will certainly protect us, because it is much 
for her interest to do so. At, present, she cannot, 
perhaps, from the imfluence of the combined Pow- 
ers. Mr. F., therefore, recommended an armament 
in the mean time. 

r. Smivie objected to this measure, because it 
was unequal to the task. Britain would assist the 
Algerines underhandedly, as she did an enemy in 
another quarter, and would continue to do so. He 
did not think she was shameless enough to own 
it, but she would do it. He spoke at some length. 

Mr. NicHoLas went on the same ground. He 
said that Britain had not been content with strik- 
ing up a truce for Portugal, that the Algerines 
might be let loose on American commerce, but 
her Minister at the Court of Lisbon had endeavor- 
ed to prevent our vessels from obtaining a Portu- 
guese convoy. Not content with insuring a loss 
to America, she had striven to make that loss imme- 
diate. As to the duration of the truce, it could 
not last long, for the Queen of Portugal had, in 
fact, broken it already. She had declared that the 
trade to that country should pass unmolested ; to 
which condition it was not likely that the Alge- 
rines would consent. The Portuguese nobility 
had clamored at the teveptance of truce. So 
that, on the whole, it could hardly last long. A 
naval force was a very expensive affair. The 
goer part of the immense debt of England had 

en lavished onhernavy. He was against build- 
ing a navy. 

r. Swirr had been always sensible that the 
situation of this country was not fit for war. We 
have a very heavy debt; but still it is better to 
bear debts than depredations. A gentleman of 
extensive information [Mr. 8. Smiru, in yester- 
day’s debate] had stated the rise of insurance as 
much less than the armament would cost. Britain 
had always more dependence on her navy, than 
on the immense sums that she pays to these Bar- 
barians. Mr.S. had no doubt that the proposed 
fleet would have its intended effect. He despair- 
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ed of either buying a truce or buying an ally. As 
to the militia of Algiers, they could not be brought 
into action against frigates. He considered the 
charge of hiring the Algerines, as an unfounded 
accusation on the honor of Britain. He could not 
bring himself to believe that she was capable of a 
conduct so exceedingly disgraceful. He had no 
direct evidence toconvince. It might be objected 
to this armament, that it would augment the Na- 
tional Debt and throw too much influence into 
the hands of the Executive Government. But the 
same objection might be started against every ar- 
mament whatever. 

Mr, Murray said, the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Mapison,] yesterday observed that he was 
not a little surprised that those who a few days 
since had appeared so alarmed at the phantom of 
war, should on this question appear so willing to 
meet it. He would remark that those gentlemen 
were alarmed at a shadow which appeared fol- 
lowed by the substance of war and were unwilling 
to do anything that might lead to a war that did 
not yet exist. But we were now at war with Al- 
giers,and had nochoice. They had been at war with 
the United States ever since the end of the Revo- 
lutionary war. The Spaniards and Portuguese 
kept them within the Mediterranean. Gentlemen 
who are averse to the report, hold up two substi- 
tute measures: one, which was suggested, and 
has been argued by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[ Mr. Sete that we ought to grant a sum 
to Portugal for her protection of our trade. The 
other is, that commercial regulations will accom- 

ish our protection. He liked neither. The last, 
if permanent, will withdraw all temptation from 
Great Britain to interpose her good offices. The 
first is worse; it is subsidizing Portugal at the ex- 
pense of our own people, and that too without 
security. Gentlemen would make it the interest 
of Portugal to make such breaches of truce as 
would occasionally withdraw protection, and 
oblige us to subsidize her higher. It would create 
a disgraceful dependence ona foreign Power, and 
weaken the spirit of our marine; whereas, if you 
fit out frigates, you employ your money in nour- 
ishing the roots of your own industry ; you encou- 
rage your own ship-building, lumber, and victual- 
ing business. He believed, that however true 
might be the suspicion of British interference in 
Indian affairs, and he feared it was too true, he 
did not believe the evidence as to Algerine inter- 
ference strong enough to induce an argument 
against the report, under a supposition that as 
Great Britain had effected the truce, so she would 
aid Algiers against us. He thought so, because it 
was not now as much her interest as it was in 
times of peace. In times of peace, had she let loose 
the Algerines, her own navigation would have been 
enabled to carry for us, but now it would be mo- 
lested by the French. He did not believe nations, 
more than persons, would do wrong purely out of 
evil designs devoid of interest; the greatest vil- 
lian would not. At present, their ships are liable 
to attack from the French, and he had it from good 
authority, that so far were the British from having 
advantaged themselves if they had been so base, 
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that scarcely a Britishshiphad appeared since in our 
ports. The ship frigates would be able to blockade 
the Gut of Gibraltar; the Algerines did not sail in 
fleets ; they wanted plunder, not glory; when they 
discovered they had to get the first by hard fight- 
ing, they aaa listen to peace, accompanied by 
money. Spain, it was true, had purchased a peace, 
but + was a hereditary imveteracy against 
Spain, and a facility of attacking her shores which 
we need not fear, so it was her interest to buy a 

ace when war could bring her nothing but a 
glory that almost disgraced her armies ; as to jeal- 
ousy of power in the Executive, he hoped to see 
a proper equipoise in the powers of this Govern- 
ment; but, when proper occasions occurred, he 
hoped Congress would never refuse the adequate 
means to enable the Executive todischarge its Con- 
stitutional duties. 

Mr. GoopuveE observed, that the Committee 
had carefully looked over the statement of the ma- 
rine force of Algiers for several years back, and 
had no reason to doubt that the six vessels would 
be equal to the purpose intended. There was no 
ground to suppose Algiers would have more force 
at present than she had during her war with Por- 
tugal. He had no doubt that the Algerines were 
let loose on the American commerce to prevent 
supplies going to France, and while the war lasts, 
we shall not be able to buy a peace. It is said, 
that the truce was but for a year, and in six months 
it will expire. He did not wish to depend on that 
when the evil is so great. And why depend on Por- 
tugal? She is more under the influence of Bri- 
tain than any other nation in Europe. When Bri- 
tain has been at the trouble of stipulating a peace 
for Portugal, will she suffer that nation to assist 
us? Certainly not. Or is it wise to stand by and 
depend upon such a resource ? 

Mr. Mapison said, that gentlemen thought so 
differently on this subject, and advanced argu- 
ments against his side of the question of such a 
different nature, that it was difficult or impossible to 
give them an answer. He then proceeded to quote 
the speech of Mr. Goopuue; when that gentle- 
tleman rose to explain. Mr. M. then proceeded to 
notice the speeches of Mr. Firzsimons and Mr. 
S. Smirn. Both of these gentlemen were up more 
than once to explain, as having been misquoted. 
In a speech of considerable length, he was not suf- 
fered long to proceed without interruptions of ex- 
planation. This produced a seene of altercation. 
One circumstance, however, was mentioned by Mr. 
Firzstmons that deserves particular notice. From 
April to December next, he said, the insurance on 
American ships from England and the rest of Eu- 
rope, will not be less than twenty-five per cent. of 
their value on account of the Algerines. 

The House now adjourned, without taking any 
question. 





Monpay, February 10. 


A memorial of Samuel Swann, of the city of 
Richmond, in behalf of himself and others, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that an 
additional duty may be imposed on the importa- 
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tion of foreign coals, or such encouragement given 
to the opening of coal mines within the United 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Warts, Mr. Corr, and Mr. HinpMan ; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act providing for the relief of sueh of the in- 
habitants of Saint Domingo, resident within the 
United States, as may be found in want of sup- 
port.” 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
said amendment. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of the receipts and expendi- 
tures for the War Department, from the Ist of 
July to the 31st of December, 1793, inclusive ; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


DELAWARE CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. Witutam Samir, from the Standing Com- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Henry Latimer, of the State of Dela- 
ware, complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn of John Patton, to serve as a member of this 
House, for the said State, made the following 
report : 


“ That the said Henry Latimer complains of the iile- 
gality of the said election on the following grounds, to 
wit: that the Legislature of the State of Delaware, in 
pursuance of the Constitution of the United States, 
passed an act on the 26th of October, 1790, directing 
the election of a Representative for the said State in the 
Congress of the United States, by which it is enacted 
that every person coming to vote for a Representative, 
agreeably to the directions of the said act, shall deliver, 
in writing, on one ticket, or piece of paper, the names 
of two persons, inhabitants of the State, one of whom, 
at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same county 
with himself, to be voted for as Representative. 

“That, at the said election in Newcastle county, a 
number of votes or tickets, containing the names of the 
said Henry Latimer and Solomon Maxwell, both inha- 
bitants of the same county, were by the Judges of the 
said election, deemed illegal, and rejected. 

“That, at the said election in Kent county, four 
votes or tickets, containing the names of the said Hen- 
ry Latimer and George T'ruit, both inhabitants of New- 
castle county, were, by the Judges of the election, re- 
jected as illegal. 

“ That, at the election in Sussex county, a number 
of votes or tickets, not less than fifty, containing the 
name of John Patton only, as the Representative of the 
said State, were received by the Judges of the election, 
polled, counted, and included in the return of the said 
election ; that, in consequence of the rejection of the 
said votes in Kent county, and the reception of the 
votes before mentioned in Sussex county, the said John 
Patton was returned as exceeding the said Henry Lati- 
mer thirty, in number of votes. 

“The committee find that the law of the State of 
Delaware, for regulating the election of a member to 
this House, contains the regulation stated in the peti- 
tion, and that the said John Patton was returned to the 
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President of the State of Delaware as having 2,273 
votes, and the said Henry Latimer as having 2,243 
votes. On examining the evidence taken in this case, 
the committee find the following facts in relation to the 
election in Newcastle county, to wit: 

“ That a considerable number of votes or tickets con- 
taining the names of Henry Latimer and Solomon 
Maxwell were rejected as illegal, as being both inhabit- 
ants of Newcastle county ; the precise number of said 
votes is not ascertained. One witness, Robert Hamil- 
ton, who acted as an Inspector or Judge of the election, 
declaring that he kept a list of such rejected votes till 
he was fatigued; that when he discohtinued, they 
amounted to upwards of seventy. Another witness, 
James Eves, who likewise acted as an Inspector at the 
said election, declaring that he first began to keep such 
a list of rejected votes, and counted upwards of thirty, 
when he changed seats with Hamilton, who continued 
to keep the said list, as above mentioned, and that he 
was informed by Hamilton, some hours before the read- 
ing of the votes was concluded, that the number of the 
said rejected votes then amounted to upwards of fifty. 
It appears, by a reference to official documents, that the 
amount of votes counted and polled at the election in 
the said county for Governor of the State, was 1,202, 
and the number polled and counted for a member of 
this House was only 1,138, constituting a difference of 
sixty-four votes. The committee find the following 
facts in relation to Kent county: that four votes or 
tickets having the names of Henry Latimer and George 
Truit, both inhabitants of Newcastle county, were, on 
that account, rejected as illegal; and that twenty-two 
votes or tickets, containing the names of John Patton 
and some other inhabitants of Kent county, were like- 
wise rejected as illegal. 

“The following facts appear in relation to Sussex 
county: that, at the commencement of the election in 
the said county, a question arose as to the legality of 
votes or tickets containing only one name, and, after 
some contest, it was resolved by the managers of the 
election to receive all such votes, and to leave the de- 
termination of their legality to the House of Represent- 
atives of the United States. It further appears by the 
evidence, that, on a late examination of the votes or 
tickets which had been polled or counted at the said 
election, there were sixty-eight single votes received and 
counted for John Patton, and nine single votes for 
Henry Latimer. 

“From the above statement of facts, the following 
conclusions appear to the committee to result : 

“That John Patton was returned as duly elected, by 
a majority of thirty votes. 

“ That, agreeably to the Election Law of Delaware, 
the four votes in Kent county, containing the names of 
Henry Latimer and George Truit, which were rejected, 
ought to have been received and counted for Henry 
Latimer; and the sixty-eight single votes in Sussex 
county, which were received and counted for the said 
John Patton, ought to have been rejected ; that, if the 
aforesaid four votes in Kent county had been received, 
and the aforesaid sixty-eight votes in Sussex county 
had been rejected, as was required by law, the said 
Henry Latimer would have had, after deducting the 
nine single votes, received and counted for him in Sus- 
sex county, a majority of thirty-three votes. The com- 
mittee are, therefore, of opinion that John Patton is not 
entitled to a seat in this House ; they are also of opinion 
that Henry Latimer is entitled to a seat in this House 
as the Representative of the State of Delaware.” 
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Deduct single votes in Sussex county 
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Deduct bad votes in Sussex 


Majority for Henry Latimer 


This report was committed to the Committee 
of the Whole House, accompanied by certain 
written observations thereon by the sitting mem- 
ber, tending to controvert the reasoning and con- 
clusions of the said report. 


TONNAGE DUTIES UPON FRENCH VESSELS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee appointed to inquire into 
and report a state of facts respecting sundry 
French vessels, which have taken refuge in the 
ports of the United States, and their opinion on 
the propriety of remitting the foreign tonnage 
thereon. 

Mr. 8. Smiru recommended the remission of 
the duties. Accident and distress had forced these 

eople into the harbors of the United States, and 
it would be unbecoming the political connexion 
of this country with the French Republic, to take 
such an undue advantage. 

Mr. Firzsimons considered the remission of 
the duties as an act of justice. These vessels had 
some of them been obliged to lie for six months 
in the ports of America, before they could get 
away, and to sell part of their cargoes to pay for 
their necessary expenses. This alone put an end 
to all prospect of profit by the voyage, and was a 
sufficient loss to the owners, without the payment 
of the duties. 

Several other members spoke to the question. 
It was at last agreed that the tonnage should be 
remitted, and the committee was ordered to bring 
in a bill for that purpose. 


VESSELS OF WAR. 


The House then went again into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and, the 
prop sition for building sundry vessels being un- 
der consideration, 

Mr. Bourne approved of the proposed arma- 
ment of four 44-gun ships and two others of 20 
guns, against the Algerines. It had been objected 
that they would be inadequate to the purpose, 
since Britain would interpose. There is no sort 
of proof that she would do so, nor is it likely that 
she will, because it is her interest to cultivate, as 
far as possible, her connexion with this country. 
With regard to Portugal, it is very hazardous to 
reckon upon her assistance. Her sending a fleet 
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to convoy the American merchantmen was not a 
roper foundation to say, that she had alread 
ee en the truce with Algiers, as had been alleged, 
[by Mr. Nicno.as. } It was the established cus- 
tom, in cases of this kind, to protect the ships that 
were trading to any particular country which hap- 

ened to make a peace with any of the States of 

arbary. Spain often did the same thing, nor 
was it complained of by the Algerines them- 
selves. There was a great risk in depending upon 
so precarious a resource as the Navy of Portugal. 
He should be glad, besides adopting the resolution 
on the table, that the Executive might be author- 
ized to engage the assistance of Portugal, if it was 
practicable. Mr. B. professed that he had met 
with no satisfactory evidence that Britain had ex- 
cited the Algerines to the present war. He re- 
commended the armament. 

Mr. Lyman was of opinion that the Algerines 
acted by the instigation of Britain. He would as 
soon question the existence of the resolution be- 
fore them, as question that. The proposed arma- 
ment must bring on a very certain expense, for a 
very uncertain advantage. He apprehended no 
danger from the Algerines, on the coasts of Ame- 
rica. Though Britain might not venture openly 
to support the Corsairs, yet she could do it clan- 
destinely, as she supported the Indians. He dis- 
approved of the intended armament for many rea- 
sons—one of which was, that though $600,000 had 
been stated by the Committee as the expense of 
it, that sum would not half discharge the ex- 
penses. He recommended that private individu- 
als should be encouraged to fit out vessels for at- 
tacking the Algerines. 

Mr. Hitiuouse had heard of no expedient suit- 
able to the end in view, except that of sending out 
a fleet. He ridiculed the project of attempting to 
encourage individuals to attack the Algerines. 
He asked if a Legislature, in the possession of 
thei: senses, could fancy that private persons were 
to be induced to squander away their property in 
such a way, without compensation? Was there 
any body so lost to all common sense, as to em- 
bark in such an undertaking? As to the interfer- 
ence of Britain, he was willing to take that for 
granted. But could the members return to their 
constituents, and tell them that Congress could do 
nothing in this matter because Britain had been 
the occasion of it? He observed, that a more hu- 
miliating situation could not be conceived, than 
that of America becoming tributary to Portugal, 
and going there to tell her that Americans could 
not protect themselves. Such an application must 
wound the honor of the United States in a most 
sensible manner. Gentlemen had said, the other 
day, that Britain would submit to any hardship 
sooner than declare war against this country. It 
was now said by members on the same side of the 
question, that she will assist Algiers by sending 
her military supplies. These assertions are incon- 
sistent. If Britain sends ships of war to Algiers, 
she must come to an open rupture with America, 
for he understood that, by the Law of Nations, it 
must be the consequence. 

Mr. Dexter found many difficulties in this 


matter ; but he was willing to adopt the measure 
proposed, because he saw nothing better. 

Mr. Hunter said that the damage sustained by 
trade, from the Algerines, is not so great an ob- 
ject as to deserve such an expense: especially 
since Portugal offers to protect that part of our 
shipping which is bound to and from her Domi- 
nions. It has been said by several gentlemen, 
that the only motive which induced Britain to 
make a truce with the Algerines was, to get the 
Portuguese fleet to join her in attacking their 
common enemy, the Republic of France. It had 
been said by one gentleman, that Britain had more 
interest to set the Algerines loose upon American 
commerce before the war than since. This was 
a very mistaken idea. Before the war, our trade 
with Britain in regard to insurance, was upon 
equal terms. But as soon as Britain engaged in 
the war with France, the insurance on her own 
vessels rose very high. Her own insurance com- 
panies would not insure the freight of British ves- 
sels, and the property of her own subjects, on the 
same low terms that they would insure on Ame- 
rican vessels and American property. This pre- 
ference was extremely provoking to the pride of 
Britain, particularly as the nation thus preferred 
had been, but a few years before, her own subjects. 
Her seamen were hewise quitting her service for 
that of America. Thus, her carrying trade must 
have been cut up by the roots. It was no more 
dishonorable for America to get a peace made 
with Algiers by means of Portugal, than it had 
been for Portugal to get a peace in the same quar- 
ter by means of Britain. He did not think that 
Britain would ever suffer America to get a peace 
if she could help it, as long as the war lasted ; for 
then America would take off the carrying trade. 
She could supply the Algerines with ships, under 
the pretence of being their allies: and then, when 
they were employed against America, say that 
she could not helpit. Mr. H. was averse to the ar- 
mament. 

Mr. Murray could not believe that Britain had 
been guilty of =, design of exciting the Alge- 
rines against the United States. It was opposite 
to her interest, and he could not believe any na- 
tion capable of such a crime only for its own sake. 

Mr. Gives said that Britain was at length ac- 
knowledged to be the cause of the Algerine pira- 
cies. It was now said to be for the sake of reduc- 
ing France. The baseness of the end corresponded 
with the atrocity of the measures employed to 
produce it; for he should always consider it as 
one of the greatest of crimes for one nation to at- 
tempt the subjection of another. As to the state 
of insurance, the gentleman from South Carolina 
{Mr. Hunter] had spoke rightly. Mr. G. said 
that with respect to what he had formerly ob- 
served, about Algerine militia, he had been mis- 
taken. He did not intend to say that the four 
American frigates were to go to land, and give 
battle toa hundred thousand Africans; but if a 
nation could, by an effort, assemble so numerous 
a militia, they can surely produce a maritime 
force more than equal to four frigates. He could 
not think gentlemen serious in proposing to send 
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them against Algiers. He adverted to the nume- 
rous dangers to which they were exposed by sea, 
at such an immense distance from their own 
country. It had been said by a gentleman [Mr. 
Dexter] who, whenever he happened to be in the 
wrong, had a very happy talent at making him- 
self oo to be in the right, that the inconveni- 
ence of seas and tempests would be no greater to 
the Americans than to the Algerines. But the 
member had overlooked this great difference : that 
the latter, if any accident befel them which re- 
quired a friendly port, were not far from home; 
whereas, the former had to sail 3,000 miles. A 

entleman [Mr. 8. Smiru] had mentioned several 

arbors of France, Spain, and Portugal, to which 
the American frigates might retire, if they wanted 
repairs. He was not sure that they would be 
welcome at present in the ports of either Spain or 
Portugal. As to France, from the measures that 
we seem lately to pursue, it is very uncertain 
whether she would much longer give the Ameri- 
can flag a friendly reception. Gibraltar had like- 
wise been held out as a place where the intended 
fleet might be sure of a hospitable retreat. But 
this, likewise, he thought very doubtful. He con- 
sidered navies altogether as very foolish things. 
An immense quantity of property was spread on 
the water for no purpose whatever, which might 
have been employed by land to the best purpose. 
The old Government of France had been ruined 
in a great measure by the expenses of its navy. 
England groaned under a great part of her im- 
mense load of taxes from the same cause. He 
was persuaded that four frigates would not even 
form an additional motive to make the Regency 
of Algiers conclude a peace. He was afraid the 
Algerines would laugh at them. 

Mr. 8. Smira said it was a singular example of 
integrity, in the present age, and would be the 
wonder of posterity, that Captain O’Brien and 
Captain Stephens never had accepted of any of- 
fers from the Algerines. We have now been told 
that eleven ships are taken. Some of these are 
not commanded by natives of America, and it 
cannot be surprising if renegadoes are found 
among them. Portugal, with only three ships, 
had blocked up the corsairs: what, then, was to 
hinder America from accomplishing the same end 
with six ships? Where Portugal has one ship on 
the ocean, America has ten. She is, therefore, 
ten times as able as Portugal to beat the Alge- 
rines; and yet we are told that she cannot do it. 
He had one objection to the fleet: he wished that 
the two 20-gun ry had been made to carry 36 
guns, as he fancied, from the shortness of their keels, 
that they would not be able to keep up with the 
44-gun vessels. He said that the Algerines had 
no place of shelter till they got home, as they 
were not admitted into the harbors of any other 
nation. He asked, who would join this country, 
when we declared that we could do nothing ? fi 
was disgraceful to Republicans to be in sucha 
situation. He was sure that this defenceless state 
was contrary to the maxims of the Republics of 
all former ages. He was sorry, when he heard 
gentlemen who called themselves Republicans, 
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vindicate such pusillanimous measures. He sus- 
pected that they were at bottom friends to Mo- 
narchy, and wished to bring it back again. He 
then proceeded to demonstrate that America 
would lose infinitely more by the rise of insur- 
ance, than she would save by setting aside this 
armament. He closed by once more asking, whe- 
ther the United States could not perform that with 
six ships which the Queen of Pounigal had per- 
formed with three ? 

The Committee now rose without coming to 
any decision. 


Tuxnspay, February 11. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House, on the bill for extending the time 
for transmitting the oaths of absent owners of ves- 
sels, and for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and 
Sons; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made an 
amendment thereto; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. VenaBLe, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the remission of the duties 
arising on the tonnage of sundry French vessels 
which have taken refuge in the ports of the Unit- 
ed States ; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. TrumBvut., from the committee to whom 
were referred the memorials of the people called 
Quakers, at their yearly meeting, held in Rhode 
Island, in the year 1793; of the delegates from the 
several Societies for promoting the Abolition of 
Slavery, in convention assembled at Philadelphia, 
on the first day of January last; and of the Provi- 
dence Society for abolishing the Slave Trade, made 
a report; which was read, and ordered to be com- 
mitted toa Committee of the Whole House on 
Monday next. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 


A report was read from the committee appoint- 
ed to inquire into the state of the fortifications of 
the ports and harbors of the United States. 

It was moved and agreed to read the report a 
second time. The committee had not been able 
to ot their investigation ; but, in the mean- 
time, they recommended that the sum of 
dollars should be assigned for the security of the 
harbor of Norfolk. 

Mr. Dayton objected to the adopting this mo- 
tion without due consideration. 

Mr. Tracy moved that the subject should be 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House ; 
which was agreed to, and the House again re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. Tracy had wished for more information. 
He supposed that the Committee would report 
nothing but authentic facts; yet gentlemen had 
objected to the report, as not well grounded. He 
thought the committee right in the measure which 
they pointed out. If we are not able to defend 
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ourselves, we must give up the trade; and if the 
interposition of Britain was a proper reason for 
not pushing the Algerine business, the same argu- 
ment was sufficient for giving up the Western 
frontiers, because the Indians were said to be as- 
sisted by the British. In the same way are we to 
give up the sea, because Britain may possibly 
assist the Algerines, as well as the Indians? Are 
we not todefend ourselves? Are we not to guard 


against the one as well as the other? Are we to. 


recal our militia from the frontiers? It is said 
that there is no danger on the sea-coast from the 
Algerines, and therefore we have no occasion for 
ships of war. But if we lay down our muskets, 
are we in no danger from the Indians? A mem- 
ber has just now stated, that an English ship of 
war had behaved at Norfolk with the greatest 
insolence. This shows how improper it is to be 
exposed. If we cannot defend our commerce, give 
it up. Why should people try to walk who can- 
not stand? Tne objectors against the armament 
are peany-wise and pound-foolish. He thought it 
a sorry compliment to the good sense of the Unit- 
ed States, of the Congress, and the Legislature, to 
say, that if we build six ships this year, we must 
never stop till we build one or two hundred. 

Mr. T. complained of the perpetual allusions, in 
the business of the House, to the banking and fund- 
ing systems. Gentlemen should have his very 
humble thanks, if they would argue the question 
on its own grounds. He had for some time doubted 
whether it might not be for the advantage of Go- 
vernment to tell people, at once, to defend them- 
selves, as they could expect no protection from this 
country. Upon the whole, Mr. T. wasof opinion, 
that this country was so circumstanced as to re- 

uire the people to arm themselves; unless gen- 
tlemen would propose some other or better remedy 
for repelling the injuries we sustain. 


Mr. Firzsimons defended the report of the com- | 


mittee. They had gone upon good ground in pro- 
posing a naval armament, and he mentioned facts 
to prove that they had not gone by their own opin- 
ions. He observed that the force of Algiers was 
not increased since the independence of the Unit- 
ed States, and that therefore their present opera- 
tions could not be viewed as more particularly 
aimed at America than formerly. They do not 
want our provisions or our ships; plunder alone 
is their object; general plunder. 

Mr. Mapison said, attempts had been made to 
reduce the present question to a pecuniary crite- 
rion. This might be thought conclusive, if it could 
be done with due accuracy. The calculations 
which had been made could never be satisfactory. 
To make them so, there ought to be a full state- 
ment of the amount the armament would cost, and 
the expense it would save in its effect on insur- 
ance. These statements must necessarily be made 
up so much of conjecture, that they could not lead 
to a very definite result. It might be of some use, 
however, in preventing error, to understand the 
true principles and grounds on which they ought 
to be formed, and which were conceived to be the 
following : 

To the expense of the fleet, as estimated by the 


committee, add at least the ordinary excess in the 
execution, in the proportion which experience in 
such cases suggests. Add, also, the insurance on 
the fleet itself, which is a fair and very important 
item in the expense. 

On the other side of the account, separate the 
West India trade, which is out of the Algerine 
risk, from the rest of the trade; and the trade to 
Spain, Portugal, and the more Southern parts, 
which is subject to a greater, from the trade to 
the Northern parts of Barone which is subject to 
a much less, if to any risk. 

The return of exports for 1791, is— 


To the West Indies - - - - 6,566,489 
To Spain and Portugal, &e. - - 2,454,397 
To North of Europe - - + = 8,550,665 





$17,571,551 


No return of imports being at hand for the same 
year, take the preceding year, for which the 
amount of some branches is known, 


andecallit - - - - = $20,000,000 
From the West Indies - - - 4,000,000 
From Spain and Portugal ~ ere 930,873 
From more Southern places - - 1,000,000 
From North of Europe - - - 15,000,000 


Exports and imports to and from the 

West Indies - an ™ - - 10,566,489 

On this, the extra insurance, on account of the 
Algerine risk, if there be any, ought to be cal- 
ee as also on the value of the tonnage em- 

oyed. 

eae to and from Spain and Portu- 

gal- - - - + - += $3,454,397 
Deduct what will continue to go in 

neutral vessels. 

Deduct from balance the proportion of 

winter freights when Algerines are 

not out. 

Calculate on the final balance only the extra 
insurance. 

Exports and imports to and from North 

of Europe - - + = $28,545,703 
Deduct the large proportion that will 

continue to go in neutral vessels. 

Deduct from the balance the propor- 

tion of winter freights. 

Calculate on the final balance only the extra 
insurance. 

Tonnage to and from Spain and Portu- 
gal - - - = = = 48,698 tons. 
Deduct for winter voyages. 

Calculate on the balance only the extra insur- 
ance on the value of the vessels. 
Tonnage to and from North of Eu- 

rope - - - - - - 97,820 tons. 
Deduct for winter voyages. 

Calculate on the balance only the extra insur- 
ance. 

From the sum of these extra insurances, deduct 
the proportion that will remain, notwithstanding 
the equipment of the fleet, and which will conse- 
laeatle not be saved by the expense of it. 


Mr. M. replied to several of the arguments of 
the gentlemen who were in favor of the resolu- 
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tions. He went into some minute details respect- 
ing trade and commerce; and, particularly, re- 
marked, that there was not = security for Por- 
tugal’s renewing the truce with Algiers after the 
present term should expire. 

Mr. Goopuvue.—The gentleman [Mr. Mapison ] 
last up, from Virginia, as well as most others on 
his side of the question, have rested their chief ar- 
gument inst the equipment proposed ‘in the 
resolution before us, on the probability that Spain 
and Portugal will, after the present war in Europe 
is over, find themselves tole the necessity of re- 
straining the depredations of the Algerine corsairs 
on our trade, from the want they will always be 
in for the productions of this country for their 
subsistence. That they will be in want of the pro- 
ductions of this country, and that they cannot well 
do without them, is granted ; but can we doubt it 
would be good policy in Great Britain to continue 
the Algerines in peace with Spain and Portugal, 
and in hostility with us, in order that their ships, 
instead of ours, might be the carriers of those of 
our articles to Spain and Portugal which are so 
much wanted? This would be increasing the 
British carrying trade at our expense indeed. 
Spain and Portugal would not care what ships 
brought these articles, so that they had a supply. 
It is in vain, Mr. Chairman, that we pretend to be 
friends to the trade and navigation of this coun- 
try, while we refuse to protect it. The merchants 
know it is within our ability to protect it against 
the Algerine corsairs, and unless we attempt it, 
they will justly think themselves neglected. And 
what will their language be ?—that you have spent 
more than a million of dollars annually, for seve- 
ral years, in the protection of our frontiers, and 
now, when commerce, the source of all our reve- 
nue, is attacked, you deny it any kind of protec- 
tion. Surely this is so unjust and impolitic, that 
it cannot be expected they will put up with it. 

Mr. Harrison was against the report ; and Mr. 
Morray protracted the debate some minutes long- 
er, by speaking against Mr. Mapison. At length 
the question was called for, when there arose in 
favor of the report 47, against it 45. 

Mr. New brought in a report from the commit- 
tee on the situation of the people from St. Domin- 
go. The House then adjourned. 





Wepnespay, February 12. 


An engrossed bill for extending the time for 
transmitting the oaths of absent owners of vessels, 
and for the relief of Thomas Jenkins and Sons, 
was read the third time and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the remission of 
the duties arising on the tonnage of sundry French 
vessels, which have taken refuge in the ports of 
the United States; and after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made an amendment thereto; which was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
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ment, be recommitted to Mr. Venasue, Mr. Tat- 
Bot, and Mr. Lyman. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to report whether any, and what 
alterations or amendments are, in their opinion, 
necessary to the act “to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads of the United States ;” and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported progress. 





Tuurspay, February 13. 


A petition of Thomas Walley, William Tudor, 
William Payne, and John M’Lean, of Boston, in 
the State of Massachusetts, was presented to the 
House, and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be imposed on the importation of window 

lass, or such encouragement given to the manu- 
acture of the said article within the United States, 
as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Corr, and Mr. Hinpman, to 
whom were referred the several memorials and 
petitions of the manufacturers of paint, in the 
towns of Baltimore and Alexandria; of the deal- 
ers in oil and painters’ colors; of Thomas Pear- 
sall, and Elijah Pell; of Thomas Perkins and 
Company ; and of Samuel Swann; that they do 
examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House; and 
that Mr. Dexter, Mr. Gites, Mr. Dayton, and 
Mr. Paae, be added to the said committee. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to report whether any, and what 
alterations or amendments are, in their opinion, 
necessary to the act “to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States ;” and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 

Mr. Hearn, from the committee to whom was 
referred the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury on the memorial of Winthrop Sargent, made 
a report; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The order of the day for the House to resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House on 
the report of the Standing Committee of Elections, 
in the case of the petition of Henry Latimer, com- 

laining of an undue election and return of Joun 

ATTON, the member returned to serve in this 
House for the State of Delaware, being called for, 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from proceeding thereon, and 
that the hearing on the trial of the said contested 
election be now proceeded on in the House. 

Ordered, That the petitioner, on his prayer, be 
admitted to the bar of the House, to be heard in 
support of the allegations of his petition. 

he House then proceeded to the hearing on 
the trial of the said contested election; and the 
depositions and other exhibits being partly read, 
as, also, the observations in writing of the sitting 
member thereupon, an adjournment was called 
for; whereupon, 
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taining this doubt, I can have none respecting the 
question now before us, viz : “Is the petitioner en- 
titled to a seat ?”—for I cannnot construe the Con- 
stitution of the United States, or the law of Dela- 
ware, so rigidly, as to think that we should call 
illegal the sixty-eight votes given in Sussex Coun- 
ty; by which construction alone the House has 
declared Mr. Parron not entitled to a seat—on 
which alone the petitioner, Mr. Latimer, can 
found his claim. Had there been any violation of 
the law, of sucha nature as tended to introduce 
corrupt elections, or to diminish the right of free 
suftrages, I should, with pleasure, give my voice 
to disgrace and render null any such conduct in 
future. But here is merely an act of freemen, per- 
fectly compatible with their immutable, inalien- 
able privileges; not inconsistent with the law of 
their State, but merely falling short of a provision 
in a law, calculated, it is said, to secure to them 
the full benefit of that inestimable privilege. I 
cannot, therefore, think, sir, that on such slight 


Ordered, That all] further en on the 
said hearing be adjourned until to-morrow. 





Fripvay, February 14. 


A petition of M’Clallen, MacGregor, and Com- 
pany, of Albany, in the State of New York, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that an 
additional duty may be imposed on the importa- 
““on of glass, or such encouragement given to the 
manufacture of the said article within the United 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Wars, Mr. Corr, Mr. Hinpman, Mr. Dex- 
Ter, Mr. Gites, Mr. Dayton, and Mr. Pace; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
> same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 

ouse. 


DELAWARE CONTESTED ELECTION. 





The House resumed the hearing on the trial of 
the contested election in the case of the petition of 
Henry Larimer, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return of Joun Parton, the member re- 
turned to serve in this House for the State of 
Delaware ; and the depositions and other exhibits 
in the said case being fully read, the parties re- 
tired from the bar. 

The House then proceeded to a decision on the 
said contested election ; and, after debate thereon, 


Amotion was made and seconded that the 
House do agree to the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That Joan Patron is not entitled to a 
seat in this House:” 


which was resolved in the affirmative. 

Another motion being then made and seconded, 
that the House do agree to the following resolu- 
tion: 

“ Resolved, That Henny Latimer is entitled to a 
seat in this House, as the Representative of the State 
of Delaware :” 

Mr. Pace said:—I confess I doubt whether the 
sixty-eight freemen of Sussex ought to be de- 
prived of the votes which they gave, merely be- 
cause they did not vote for two persons instead of 
one; for | think the law, which must have been 
intended to secure their rights as electors, could 
not deprive them of their suffrage. The Consti- 
tution of the United States, it is true, givesthe State 
Legislatures a right to regulate the time, place, and 
manner of holding elections ; but I cannot prevail 
on myself to think that the words, “the manner of 
holding elections,” ought to be construed to extend 
to the words of the election law of the State of 
Delaware, so as to render the conduct of the sixty- 
eight freemen of Sussex a violation of that law; 
or, if it be a violation thereof, that the violation is 
of such a nature as to deprive them of a right 
which no law can abrogate; a right which should 
be held as sacred, and which it cannot become 
this House to diminish in the smallest degree. 
Thinking thus, sir, 1 doubted of the propriety of 
the vote which the House has given on the first 
question before it, viz: “that the sitting member 
is not entitled to a seat in this House.” Enter- 







grounds, we ought to reject a member, elected 


by the freemen of Delaware, and duly returned ; 
but should go on, and admit to a seat in this House 
a person not returned, and if returned, not having 
a majority of votes. In the case of the Georgia 
election, I voted for the reception of the petitipner, 
because he incontestibly proved (to my satisfac- 
tion at least) that he had a majority of legal votes, 
and that the sitting member had been returned by 
means of corruption, which the State endeavored 
to chastise and stigmatize. The Executive of that 
State showed an anxiety to support the claim of 
the petitioner. In the present case, there is no 
corruption proved or insinuated; no interference 
of the State; and a legal return, which, I suppose, 
was founded on such construction as I have put 
on the Constitution of the United States and the 
law of Delaware. The House, in the case of the 
Georgia election, differed from my opinion, and 
established (as some gentlemen called it) a prece- 
dent, which would keep the House clear from 
suspicions of partiality, and which I wish now to 
be observed. [ acknowledge, excluding a member 
may be attended with inconvenience, but a double 
inconvenience may arise by depriving the citizens 
of a Representative—the man of their choice— 
and, at the same time, forcing on them one for 
whom a majority did not vote. For these reasons 
I shall vote against the resolutions. 


The question was then resolved in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 57, nays 31, as follows: 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 
Grove, Thomas Hartley, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, John Hunter, William Irvine, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Francis Malbone, William 
Vans Murray, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, John 8S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, 
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Samuel Smith, William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zepha- 


niah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van 
Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Wil- 
liam J. Dawson, William Findley, William B. Giles, 
James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, Carter B. Harri- 
son, John Heath, James Hillhouse, Matthew Locke, 
William Lyman, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Josiah 
Parker, Andrew Pickens, John Smilie, Abraham Vena- 
ble, Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, and Paine Wingate. 

Whereupon, the said Henry Larimer took his 
seat in the House, as the member for the State of 
Delaware ; the oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States being first administered to him 
by Mr. Speaker, according to law. 





Monpay, February 17. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom were referred the memorials of the pete 
ple called Quakers, at their yearly meeting, held 
in Rhode Island, in the year 1793 ; of the delegates 
from the several Societies for promoting the Abo- 
lition of Slavery, in convention assembled at Phi- 
ladelphia, on the first day of January last; and of 
the Providence Society for abolishing the Slave 
Trade; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said report under consideration, and come to 
a resolution thereupon; which was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 

repare and bring in a bill or bills to prohibit the 

tting out of any ship or vessel in any port of the 
United States, either by citizens of the United 
States or foreigners, for the purpose of procuring 
from any kingdom or country the inhabitants of 
such kingdom or country, to be transported to any 
foreign parts or places ot the world, to be sold or 
disposed of as slaves. 

Ordered, That Mr. Trumpui, Mr. Warp, Mr. 
Gites, Mr. Ta.sot, and Mr. Grove, be a com- 
mittee pursuant to the said resolution. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of Arthur St. 
Clair, which was made on the first day of March 
last, be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Thursday next. 


POST OFFICE BILL, 


The Post Office business was then taken up, in 
Committee of the Whole. A vast number of new 
post roads were ordered, without opposition. The 
Committee then came to the consideration of that 
part of the report which relates to powers and 
it was moyed, that the postage of them s ould be 
reduced to half a cent to distances not exceeding 
one hundred miles, and one cent for any greater 
distance, This was advocated on the ground, that 
newspapers from the Seat of Government, and the 
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large towns, must convey more complete informa- 
tion than selections from them by country printers 
in weekly papers; and that the editors of ther 
not only possess more ample means of informa- 
tion, but are generally better informed. The mo- 
tion was opposed, from a wish to encourage coun- 
try presses, whose papers, it was said, did not lose 
on a comparison with the wretched productions of 
the Metropolis. The Committee rose, without 
taking a question, and the House adjourned. 





Tvuespay, February 18. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act in alteration of the act establishing a Mint, and 
nopulating the coins of the United States ;” to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Harrison, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the relief of Lucy Clark; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. Venas_e, from the committee to whom 
was re-committed the bill for the remission of the 
duties arising on the tonnage of sundry French 
vessels which have taken refuge in the ports of 
the United States, reported an amendatory bill; 
which was received, and read the first time, and 
on motion, was read the second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and read third time to-morrow. 

The Post Office law was under discussion this 
day in Committee of the Whole. An amendment 
proposing the reduction of the postage on news- 
papers, viz: on those carried to any distance un- 
der an hundred miles, to half a cent, and those 
carried more than an hundred to one cent each, 
occasioned considerable debate ; and was finally 
negatived, 44 to 40. A motion for further restrict- 
ing the privilege of franking was also negatived. 
The Committee rose and reported progress. 


ae 


Wepnespay, February 19. 


An engrossed bill for the remission of the duties 
arising on the tonnage of sundry French vessels 
which have taken refuge in the ports of the United 
States was read the third time and passed. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
in alteration of the act establishing a Mint, and 
regulating the coins of the United States,” was 
read twice and committed. 

A memorial of John Frederick Amelung, James 
Labes, and Thomas Johnson, of Frederick county, 
in the State of Maryland, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be imposed on the importation of window 
and other g ass, or such encouragement given to 
the manufacture of the said article within the 
United States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall 
seem meet, 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Corr, Mr. Hinpman, Mr. Dex- 
TER, Mr. Gites, Mr. DayTon, and Mr. Page; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
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Mr. Pickens, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Message from the PResiDENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, of the 13th ult. transmitting the 
copy of a Letter from Constant Freeman, Agent for 
the War Department in Georgia, to the Secretary 
of War, dated the first of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, with sundry en- 
closures relative to the Creek Indians, made a re- 
port ; which was read, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
day next. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you the copy of a Letter which I have 
received from the Chief Justice and Associate Justices 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, and, at their 
desire, the representation mentioned in the said Letter, 
pointing out certain defects in the Judiciary system. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, February 19, 1793. 


The said Message and papers were read and 
ordered to lie. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee appointed to report whether any, and 
what, alterations and amendments are, in their 
opinion, necessary to the act “ to establish the Post 
Office and Post Roads of the United States ;” and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had again had the 
said report under consideration, and made several 
amendments thereto; which were severally twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said report, and that Mr. Sepewick, 
Mr. Tracy, Mr. Guenn, Mr. Cuiark, Mr. Firzsi- 
mons, Mr. Den'r, Mr. Wacker, Mr. McDoweE LL, 
Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Dearporn, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. Wixiiiam Smiru, from the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares of the 30th ultimo, 
enclosing the copy of a Letter from the Governor 
of North Carolina, covering a resolution of the 
Legislature of that State ; as also, the petitions of 
Thomas Person and others, proprietors of lands in 
the Territory of the United States South of the 
river Ohio, and of the Trustees of the University 
of North Carolina, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Wednesday next. 

The House in resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee appointed to take into consideration 
the act “to establish the Judicial Courts of the 
United States,” and report some provision in the 
case where any Judge of the Courts of the United 
States is, or may, by sickness, or other disqualifying 
cause, be rendered incapable of discharging the 
duties of his office; also, some further provision 
ae bail, process, and costs, in the Courts of 
the United States; and, generally, to report such 
amendments to said act as they may judge neces- 

3d Cow.—16 


Proceedings. 
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sary and Constitutional ; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had again had the said report under considera- 
tion, and made several amendments thereto; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On a motion made and seconded that tiie House 
do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That so much of the act “ to establish the 
Judicial Courts of the United States, as is, or may be, 
construed to require the attendance of the Marshal of 
each State, at each of the sessions of the Supreme Court, 
shall be repealed; and that, in future, the said Court 
shall be attended during session by the Marshal of the 
district in which they sit, unless by special order the 
Court shall require the same.” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. Wiiuiam Smits, Mr. Jeremian Samira, 
Mr. Moore, Mr. Murray, Mr. Tuatcuer, Mr. 
Scorr, and Mr. Curistie. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee to whom was referred the 
memorial of Andrew G. Fraunces: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury for refusing payment of 
the warrants referred to in the memorial, are fully 
sufficient to justify his conduct; and that, in the 
whole course of this transaction, the Secretary 
and other officers of the Treasury have acted a 
meritorious part towards the public. 

Resolved, That the charge exhibited in the me- 
morial against the Secretary of the Treasury, re- 
lative to the purchase of the pension of Baron de 
Glaubeck, is wholly illiberal and groundless. 





Tuorspay, February 20. 


The House, according to the standing order of 
the day, resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union; and, af- 
ter some timespent therein, the Chairman report- 
ed that the Committee had had the state of the 
Union under consideration, and come to several 
resolutions thereupon; which he delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table. 

nen That the said resolutions do lie on the 
table. 





Fripay, February 21. 


A petition of Josiah G. Pierson, of the City ot 
New York, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that such further and additional restric- 
tions may be laid on the importation of nails from 
foreign countries as may be deemed expedient to 
encourage the manufacture of the said article 
within the United States. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Warrs, Mr. Corr, Mr. Hinpman, Mr. Dex- 
TER, Mr. Gites, Mr. Dayton, and Mr. Page; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

The Spsaxer laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, eommunicating an 
adjudieation of the Supreme Court of the United 





- pom. 2 eh aT tn AAO I 


ape ie 











States, declaring the claims of certain invalid pen- 
sioners under the act, entitled “An act to provide 
for the settlement of the claims of widows and 
orphans barred by the limitations, heretofore esta- 
blished, and to regulate the claims to Invalid Pen- 
sions,” not to be valid ; which was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 


NAVAL ARMAMENT. 


The House proceeded to consider the resolutions 
reported yesterday by the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union: Whereupon, 

The question being taken on the first resolu- 
tion, in the words following to wit: 


“ Resolved, That a Naval force, to consist of four ships 
of forty-four, and two ships of twenty guns each, be 
provided for the protection of the commerce of the United 
States against the Algerine cruisers ;” 

It was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 43, 
nays 41, as follows: 


Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, Sam- 
uel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, Samuel Griffin, Thomas Hartley, James Hill- 
house, William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Richard Bland Lee, Francis 
Malbone, William Vans Murray, Thomas Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, Samuel Smith, William Smith, Tho- 
mas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Richard 
Winn. 

Nars.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Greenup, An- 
drew Gregg, Willliam Barry Grove, Carter B. Harri- 
son, John Heath, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, Wil- 
liam Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Natha- 
nie! Niles, John Page, Andrew Pickens, Francis Pres- 
ton, Robert Rutherford, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, 
Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, 
Paine Wingate, and Joseph Winston. 


The second resolution being taken up, in the 
words following: 

« Resolved, That, for the purpose of defraying the cost 
of a Naval armament, and the annual expense thereof, 
after the day of , there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, upon all goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
ported into the United States, and on which a duty of 
seven and a half per cent. is now payable, an additional 
duty of one per cent:”— 

Mr. Dayton said, that, as on a former day, 
he had pledged himself to the House, to offer an 
amendment to the above resolution, he was now 
prepared to do it, and should take up very little of 
the time of the Committee in general prefatory 
remarks. 

No member present, he said, could be ignorant 
that the articles falling under the ee of 
those subjected to a duty of seven and an half per 
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cent. were for the most part purchased and used 
by the poorer class of the people, who were less 
able to bear additional burdens than any other. 
That indeed very many of those articles, and some 
of the most important of them, were real necessa- 
ries, and could not be furnished in this country, 
but must be brought from abroad, for a long time 
at least to come; among which he particularly 
mentioned coarse woollens, &c. 

That, under this impression, he took the libert 
to move, that instead of laying one per cent. addi- 
tional duty, as the Select Committee had reported, 
on those articles, it might be reduced to one half 
per cent. only. 

Mr. D. said, he was aware that the reduction of 
one half, as proposed by him, would occasion a di- 
minution in the sum to be raised of about 75,000 
dollars, under that head of revenue, but that the 
Committee of the Whole might see and under- 
stand his whole plan and object, before they de- 
cided upon a part, he would in his place, read to 
them what he intended to offer as a substitute to 
remedy that deficiency. 

Here Mr. D. read a variety of specific articles, 
which, he said, were either luxuries of life, and 
consequently consumed or used by those who 
were most able to pay the duties, or articles which 
our Own artists or manufacturers could supply in 
sufficient quantity, especially if this call shi; 
tional protection could be held out to them. 

The principal of them were as follows, viz: 

On boots, an additional duty of twenty-five cents per 
pair. 

On shoes and slippers for men and women, and on 
clogs and golo-shoes, five cents per pair. 

On shoes and slippers for children, three cents per 
pair. 

On millinery ready made, and artificial flowers, fea- 
thers, and other ornaments, for women’s head dresses, 
dolls, dressed and undressed, toys, five per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and generally all manu- 
factures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, or of 
which either of these metals is the article of chief value, 
not being otherwise particularly enumerated (brass and 
iron wire, locks, hinges, hoes, anvils, and vices, except- 
ed,) cabinet wares, carpets, and carpeting ; two per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On leather tanned and tawed, and generally all manu- 
factures of leather, or of which leather is the article of 
chief value, not otherwise particularly enumerated ; two 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in 
dying, mats and floor cloths, hats, caps, and bonnets of 
every sort for women, gloves, mittens, stockings, fans, 
buttons of every kind, buckles, shoe and knee, sheathing 
and cartridge paper, all powders, pastes, balls, balsams, 
ointments, oils, waters, washes, tinctures, essences, OF 
other preparations or compositions, commonly called 
sweet scents, odours, perfumes, or cosmetics, and all 
dentifrice, powders or preparations for the teeth or gums; 
2 per cent. ad valorem. 

On gold, silver, and plated wares, gold and silver lace, 
jewelry, and paste work, clocks and watches, and the 
following groceries, viz: cinnamon, cloves, mace, nut- 
megs, ginger, anniseed, currants, dates, figs, plums, 
prunes, raisins, sugar candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and 
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generally all fruits, and comfits, olives, capers, pickles of 
every sort, oil, and mustard in flour; two per cent. ad 
valorem. 

On all manufactures of cotton, of which cotton is the 
chief material, printed, stained, or colored ; one and an 
half per cent. ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, and other stone, on bricks, tiles 
tables, mortars, and other utensils of marble, or stone, 
and generally upon all stone and earthenware, an addi- 
tional duty of five per cent. 

On ships or vessels of the United States employed in 
foreign trade, six cents per ton; on all other ships and 
vessels, twenty-five cents per ton. 

The additional duties which he had proposed 
on the articles he had thus particularly enume- 
rated, would amount to about 75,000 dollars, which 
would be the diminution occasioned by the reduc- 
tion of a half per cent. agreeably to his motion. 

Mr. D. said, that he hoped every member, whe- 
ther he favored or opposed a Naval armament to 
protect our commerce and our coast and harbors, 
would aid him and his endeavors to render the 
ways and means for raising the moneys as little 
burdensome and as unexceptionable as possible. 
If the resolution for building and equipping the 
five frigates should ultimately be negatived, it by 
no means followed that the time spent in the dis- 
cussion and amendment of the resolution immedi- 
ately under consideration, would be uselessly spent. 
In any future call for money, the ways and means 
which should be on this occasion preferred, would 
probably be resorted to, and it was therefore of 
importance, that all should unite their exertions 
to ag the measure a sunobjectionable. as pos- 
sible. 

So far as the encouragement of our own manu- 
factures could be made to consist with the increase 
of revenue, it was certainly desirable to effect it ; 
and it was with a view to both those important 
objects, that he had selected the articles which he 
enumerated. It was to be remembered, Mr. D. 
added, that it was not now a question whether 
they should raise more money, (this had already 
been determined,) but whether the increase of du- 
ties should fall upon articles of luxury, and such 
other articles as the United States were capable 
of supplying within themselves, independently of 
foreign countries. 


After considerable discussion, which turned 
principally upon the propriety of affording the 
protection and encouragement which was con- 
templated in the amendment in favor of the iron 
and of the iron manufactures of the United States, 
it was moved and carried, that locks, hinges, and 
two or three other articles (which it was said, 
could not be manufactured in this country,) should 
be excepted. 

The propositions of Mr. Dayron were then 
agreed to, and were adopted as part of the report 
of the Committee. 

The remaining resolutions were then adopted, as 
follows : 

“ Resolved, That the like drawbacks and allowances 
be made of the said additional duties as are now made 
of other duties upon goods exported from the United 
States. 
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“ Resolved, That a separate account of the said duties 
be kept. 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
authorized to receive on loan, a sum not exceeding —— 
dollars, to be applied towards the building and equip- 
ment of the said Naval armament, at an interest not ex- 
ceeding per cent. per annum ; and that the said loan 
be open to any individual or body politic or corporate 
within the United States. 

“ Resolved,'That the revenues herein before recited be 
pledged for the payment of the interest on the loan 
aforesaid, for the annual expense of the said armament; 
and that the surplus of such revenue be applied to the 
repayment of the principal, and to no other purpose 
whatever.” 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Firz- 
stmons, Mr. Goopnur, Mr. Jeremian Waps- 
wortH, Mr. Forrest, Mr. Masons, Mr. Boupi- 
not, Mr. Parker, Mr. Macon, Mr. Winn, Mr. 
Gitman, Mr. Watts, Mr. Orr, Mr. Batpwin, 
Mr. Isragy Smita, Mr. Latimer, and Mr. Day- 
TON, do prepare and bring in the same. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port whether any, and what, sum may be necessa- 
ry to be loaned for the purpose of carrying on the 

ublic service for the year one thousand seven 
undred and ninety-four. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Sepe- 
wick, Mr. Gives, and Mr. Dearsorn. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the bill making appro- 
priations for support of Government, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had again had the said 
bill under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto; which were severally twice read 
and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time on 
Monday next. 








Monpay, February 24. 


An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of Government, for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, was read the third 
time and passed. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


The extracts which I now lay before you, from a Let 
ter of our Minister at London, are supplementary to 
some of my past communications, and will appear to be 
ofa confidential nature. 

I also transmit to you copies of a Letter from the Se- 
cretary of State tothe Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannic Majesty, and the answers thereto, upon the 
subject of the treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain; together with the copy of a Letter from 
Messieurs Carmichael and Short, relative to our affairs 
with Spain; which Letter is connected with a former 
confidential Message. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, February 24, 1794. 
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The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. Gives called up his resolution, laid on the 
table in the oney art of the session, which reso- 
lution is in the following words: 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to exa- 
mine the state of the Treasury Departtnent, and that 
they be instructed to report to the House, generally, 
thereon ; and, among other things, more particularly : 

“1st. Whether the form of keeping the accounts be 
calculated to effectuate the disposition of the public 
moneys, as prescribed by law. 

“2d. Whether the cash receipts, from the domestic re- 
sources, have exceeded, equalled, or fallen short of the 
domestic cash expenditures, from the establishment of 
the Government to the first day of January, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four; remarking the 
dates and amount of any excess, or deficiency, quarterly. 

“3d. Whether the Sinking Fund, at the time ofits esta- 
blishment, consisted of cash or bonds ; specifying, in the 
latter case, as nearly as may be, the several dates at 
which any sum or sums of such bonds became payable. 

“4th. What proceedings have been had under the laws 
of the fourth and twelfth of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety, authorizing loans of money, and 
what authorities were given for those proceedings. That 
they also state, in dollars and cents, the gross principal 
of debt in Holland, produced to the United States by the 
said loans, and the precise amount of the principal of 
the foreign debt, which has been discharged thereby : 
what portion of such loans has been drawn to the Unit- 
ed States, at what dates, and by what authority; in 
what manner such drafts have been applied ; under 
what forms and checks those drafts were made; and 
whether the moneys raised thereby were immediately 
deposited in the Treasury ; if not, in what places, and 
to what amount, were such moneys deposited; how 
much time elapsed after such loans, before the said 
moneys came into the Treasury; whether a complete 
fulfilment of our engagements to France was, in any 
degree, obviated by such drafts ; whether any portion of 
the French debt remained unpaid, at the end of one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two ; and whether 
any balance of the said debt is yet unpaid. And that 
the Committee do also report the date of the first inform- 
ation to this House, communicating the said drafts; 
and whether any call of the House was made upon the 
Treasury Department, which embraced the idea of a 
previous disclosure thereof. 

“5th. That the committee be also instructed to report 
the whole amount of the existing debt of the United 
States, discriminating the domestic from\the foreign debt, 
and specifying the amount of dom ebt bearing a 
present interest of six per centum ; t unt bearing 
a present interest of three per centum, an. the amount 
deferred. That they also report the increase or decrease 
of the whole debt of the United States, and the opera- 
tion of the Sinking Fund, to the end of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three.” 


Mr. GiLes observed, that very shortly after the 
meeting of Congress, he had laid this resolution 
on the table, under a conviction of the propriety 
of the measure, and the hope of a speedy decision 
upon it. An occurrence took place a few days 
ahertened which produced a temporary delay. 
An individual presented a satneuttal to Ciuigiens, 


containing some engecetions against the official 
conduct of the gentleman at the head of the De- 
partment; and to have pressed the inquiry into 
the general state of the Treasury, during the 
pendency of those suggestions, might have been 
deemed a violation of delicacy and propriety. 
Very soon after the imputations from that source 
were done away by report of a committee, he had 
called up the resolution, but the House, acting 
under the impressions produced by the delicate 
crisis of our external affairs, refused to enter into 
the consideration of the subject at that time. 
Mr. G. remarked, that while on the one hand 
he was desirous of looking into a subject which 
he deemed important to the public welfare, as 
well as to ratify an officer in a request which he 
conceived had been impelled ty the delicacy of 
his situation, he was not unwilling, on the other 
hand, to yield to the opinion of the House, which 
induced an immediate attention to our affairs with 
foreign nations. The subjects of commercial regu- 
lations, and the naval armament, being now out 
of the view of the House, at least for some days, 
he hoped the chasm would be filled by the cousi- 
deration of the resolution he had proposed. He 
could not help remarking, that at an early period 
of the session this resolution had been termed the 
torch of discord. He thought if it could be viewed 
with impartiality, and according to its own de- 
sign, it would not be found to possess that charac- 
ter. The primary object of the resolution is, to 
ascertain the boundaries of discretion and autho- 
rity between the Legislature and the Treasury 
Department. To effect this object, it becomes 
necessary to have a knowledge of the state of the 
Treasury Department. This a to him an 
obvious duty of the House of Representatives, 
operating equally upon every individual of whom 
it is composed; it therefore seemed strange to him, 
that an attempt to discharge an essential duty 
should be construed into a design to interrupt the 
harmony of deliberation. 
If to require a full and comprehensive view of 
the public finances, and the modes in which they 
are contributed and distributed, be construed into 
an effort at discord, it must arise either from the 
opinion that Congress already possess this view, 
or from the principle that they ought not to pos- 
sess it, but that the whole ae e of this sub- 
ject should be left to the Treasury officers. If this 
doctrine be contended for, he thought it ought to 
stimulate the exertions of those who believed it 
to be subversive of the primary penctr’ of the 
Constitution. He requested the House to accom- 
pany him in making a few reflections upon this 
subject. 
The Debt of the United States forms an im- 
portant item of tegislatien. Its system is intri- 
cate, its extent unknown; it embraces the inter- 
ests of a very sagacious and powerful class of 
citizens. It is made, by the Constitution, the pe- 
culiar province of the Re resentatives, immedi- 
ately chosen by the people, to superintend the 
contributions and the distributions of all public 
moneys. This may be deemed the highest duty 
of the Representatives. It may be asked—How 
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this most important of duties can be understand- 
ingly performed, but by a knowledge of the whole 
aichinary of the Treasury Department? There 
can be no prospect of acting wisely, where there 
are no means of judging rightly. The omission 
to discharge this important Legislative function, 
by the Representatives, will necessarily cause it 
to be performed by the Head of the Department. 
A species of laws will grow out of an inattention 
to, and a consequent ignorance of, this subject, 
which may be called the rules of office, the forms 
of the Treasury, the practical constructions of 
laws contravening the legal constructions. In all 
conflicts between this species of laws and the laws 
pronounced bY the Constitutional tribunal, the ad- 
oun would be in favor of the Treasury sys- 
tem: because this would be the practical, that the 
theoretic system of legislation. An inattention to 
this subject, which is an intricate and complicated 
one, and a consequent ignorance of it might, in 
a course of time, leave to the Legislature the mere 
right of registering Treasury edicts. It may be 
said, that this is not the case at present. It is not 
proposed to give any opinion on this point. The 
remarks have been intended to show the probable 
tendency of intrusting this important branch of 
legislation to the Treasury Department; which 
would be the infallible consequence of the igno- 
rance of the Legislature of the Tréasury proceed- 
ings. The propriety of placing confidence in the 
Executive officers, is an argument very familiar 
to this House. To a certain extent, it is in every 
respect proper. It is proper, so long as the officer 
confines himself to his legal designated functions. 
If in any case he should exceed these, it becomes 
the duty of the Legislature to notice the proceed- 
ing. It is also the duty of the Legislature to as- 
certain his functions by law, and to limit his dis- 
cretion. This argument of confidence in the Exe- 
cutive officers may easily be carried to a danger- 
ous excess. The people have confidence in their 
Representatives; they bestow on them certain 
trusts, and impose on them certain duties. The 
Representatives have confidence in the Executive 
officers: they transfer to them these trusts and 
these duties. What would be the result? A com- 
plete and radical change in the most essential 
character of the Government. Instead of the Le- 
gislature prescribing rules of conduct to the peo- 
ple, the Executive officers would prescribe them; 
and the Legislature would be of no other use than 
to legalize Executive proceedings. This would 
be a desertion of the trust reposed in the Repre- 
sentative. The consideration of individual ease, 
would always operate in favor of this idea. The 
argument of individual interest might possibly aid 
it in some instances, and the argument of policy 
in others; for there may be some individuals who 
might ews prefer that to the Constitutional 
state of things. These remarks had been made 
to show, in very general terms, the impressions 
which the subject had made on his mind; to ex- 
hibit its general object; to prove that it was not 
unimportant: and that, if such should be the opin- 
ion of the House, the stage of the session required 
that it should receive immediate attention. 


Mr. Pace said, that he looked upon those reso- 
lutions as the only proper objects of the proposed 
committee; as being those on which the chief 
view of the author of them was fixed; and which, 
too, came up exactly to the ideas of the Secretary 
himself, as expressed in his Letter, calling on the 
House for an inquiry into his conduct. He was, 
surprised to hear gentlemen talk of exciting sus- | 
semeaet by setting on foot such an inquiry: for. 

is part, were he the Secretary, he should never 
rest till his requisition of an inquiry had been 
fully complied with. That an inquiry into the 
conduct of the Treasurer ought to be made, (as it 
was annually in the State from which he came, 
where a committee of both Houses not only ex- 
amined the Treasurer’s accounts, but corrected 
and weighed his money,) notwithstanding his 
honesty and virtue; and that this examination 
had been found useful and necessary, for deficien- 
cies had been discovered; and in one instance by 
the Treasurer himself, (although it had escaped 
the Committee,) who honestly informed the As- 
sembly of it, and only asked time to replace the 
deficient money, which he did. As to the impro- 
priety of revising the proceedings of the House 
of Representatives in their last session, he thought 
nothing of it—not as much as he should of repeal- 
ing one of its laws; and surely, as it could not be 
denied that this House had a right to examine any 
proceedings of the last, which had received the 
sanction of the Senate and PresipEnT too, it must 
be very extraordinary to doubt its right to revise 
the proceedings of the House of Representatives 
alone, and more so when that revision has been 
requested, even by the er of the Treasury, 
the person who was the particular object of those 
proceedings. 

Ordered, That Mr. Batpwin, Mr. Hunter, Mr. 
McDowe t, Mr. Gites, Mr. Greenup, Mr. Dent, 
Mr. Latimer, Mr. Irvine, Mr. Bearry, Mr. Van 
Cortianp, Mr. Nites, Mr. Swirr, Mr. Masons, 
Mr. Corrin, and Mr. Wineare, be a committee 
pursuant to the said resolution. 





Tuespay, February 25. 


Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill providing for destroyed cer- 
tificates of certain descriptions, reported anamend- 
atory bill; which was read twice and commit- 
ted. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act in alteration of the act for esta- 
blishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States ;” and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made no amendment thereto. The said bill was 
then read the third time and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the memorial of Arthur St. 
Clair; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 
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Wepnespay, February 26. 


A petition and representation of the pilots of 
Ocracock bar, in the State of North Carolina, 
masters of vessels, and merchants, owners of ves- 
sels, trading in and out at the same, was presented 
to the House and read, su gesting various reasons 

inst the erection of a eht-béripe on Ocracock 
Island, and praying that the same may be erected 
on Shell-Castle iced. in the harbor of Ocracock. 

Ordered, That the said petition and representa- 
tion be referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with instruction to examine the same, and report 
his opinion thereupon to the House. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to in- 
quire into the state of the Treasury Department, 
have power to send for persons, papers, and records. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
consider and report on the propriety of remitting 
the duty on imported bar iron, in certain cases; 
and that Mr. Samvuet Smiru, Mr. Firzsimons, 
and Mr. Sepewick, be the said committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Speech of the 
Prestwent OF THE Unirep States, as respects 
arms and military stores, magazines, and arsenals, 
together with the return of arms and military 
stores, reported by the Secretary for the Depart- 
ment of War, be referred to a special committee, 
and that they report whether any, or what, addi- 
tion ought to be made to any or all of these ob- 
jects; with an estimate of the expense of any 
augmentation they may recommend. 

Ordered, That Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. Goopuus, 
Mr. Jeremian Wapsworts, Mr. Forrest, Mr. 
Ma song, Mr. Boupinot, Mr. Parker, Mr. Ma- 
con, Mr. Winn, Mr. Gitman, Mr. Warts, Mr. 
Orr, Mr. Batpwin, Mr. Israev Smita, Mr. Lati- 
mer, and Mr. Dayton, be a committee pursuant 
to.the said resolution. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the relief of Lucy 
Clark; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the said 
bill be recommitted to a select committee, it passed 
in the negative. 

Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy, im- 
posed by the House in the case of the Letter from 
the Secretary of State to the British Minister, and 
the answer thereto, communicated by Message 
from the Presipent on Monday last, be removed, 
and that the said letters be considered as public. 





Tuurspay, February 27. 


Mr. Sepewick, from the committee appointed 
to report whether any, and what, sum may be ne- 
cessary to be loaned for the purpose of carrying on 
the public service for the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
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and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said 
Report under consideration, but come to no reso- 
lution thereupon. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the farther considera- 
tion of the said Report; and that Mr. Boupinor 
Mr. Greenvp,and Mr. Baiuey, be a committee to 
report whether any, and what, alterations or 
amendments are in their opinion necessary to the 
act “to regulate the claims to Invalid Pensions.” 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolutions: 


“ Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 
for the payment of the interest on the balances credited 
certain States, in the books of the Treasury, upon the 
final settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the individual States. 

“ Resolved, That the balances due from sundry of the 
States, on the final settlement of the accounts between 
the individual States and the United States, ought to 
be paid in years, by annual instalments.” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the remission of 
certain duties; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
had the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto, 

And on the question that the said bill be en- 
grossed, and read the third time, it passed in the 
negative. And so the said bill was rejected. 

Mr. Wiit1AM Smiru, from the committee to 
whom was referred the motion of the 19th instant, 
“for the repeal of so much of the act ‘to establish 
the Judicial Courts of the United States,’ as is or 
may be construed to require the attendance of the 
Marshal of each State, at each of the sessions of 
the Supreme Court, and providing that, in future, 
the said Court shall be attended during session by 
the Marshal of the District in which they sit, un- 
less by special order the Court shall require the 
same,” made a report. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it will be proper to pass a law 
repealing so much of the act “to establish the Ju- 
dicial Courts of the United States,” as is or may 
be construed to require the attendance of the Mar- 
shals of all the Districts at the Supreme Court, 
and enacting that the said Court shall be attended, 
during its session, by the Marshal of the District 
only in which the Court shall sit, unless the at- 
tendance of the Marshals of other Districts shall 
be required by special order of the Court. 

The House then proceeded to consider the 
amendments reported by the Committee of the 
Whole House on the nineteenth instant, to the 
report of the committee appointed to take into 
consideration the act “to establish the Judicial 
Courts of the United States,” and report some pro- 
vision in the case where any Judge of. the Courts 
of the United States is, or may, by sickness, or 
other disqualifying cause, be rendered incapable 








the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary | of discharging the duties of his office; also, some 
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costs, in the Courts of the United States; and 
generally, to report such amendments to the said 
act as they may judge necessary and Constitu- 
tional; and the said amendments being severally 
twice read, were, on the question put thereupon, 
agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said report as amended, and to the pre- 
ceding resolution, and that Mr. Witiiam Sirs, 
Mr. Jeremian Smitu, Mr. Moore, Mr. Murray, 
Mr. Tuatcuer, Mr. Scort, and Mr. Curistis, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

dered, That there be a call of the House to- 
morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Henry Hill. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said report be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House immediately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
said committee ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported progress. 

The House proceeded tu consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Lieutenant Colonel Tousard. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That there be allowed to the said 
Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his 
pension for life, agreeably to the rule of commu- 
tation, as adopted by the United States, in lieu of 
the half pay to the officers of the late Army. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. SAMUEL 
Smita, Mr. Tuarcner, and Mr. Learnep, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 





Fripay, February 28. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to prohibit the carrying on the 
slave trade from the United States to any foreign 
place or country; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed 
to prepare and report to the House an estimate of 
the expense that will be requisite to place the 

rincipal seaports and harbors of the United States 
in a state of defence, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report such Standing 
Rules and Orders of proceeding as may be proper 
to be observed in this House; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
progress. 

he House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, of the sums necessary 
to be appropriated for the service of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 


ON THE STATE OF THE TREASURY. 


Mr. Sepewick called up a report of a select 
committee to whom it had been referred, to report 





whether any, and what, sum was necessary to be 
borrowed for the service of the current year. The 
report states it to be expedient that the President 
should be authorized to borrow $1,000,000, if in 
his opinion the same shall be necessary. The re- 
port was referred to a Committee of the Whole, 
and the House resolved itself into a Committee 
accordingly. 

The report being read, Mr. Sepewick said it 
was the duty of the select committee to state the 
several steps which had been taken in the progress 
of their inquiry, and the facts which had come to 
their knowledge during the investigation, that the 
result which was expressed in their report might 
have its merits decided on by the Committee of 
the Whole. 

He stated that, however inadequate the actual 
receipts of the revenue might be to discharge all 
the demands made on the Government, there was 
in fact no deficiency in the funds appropriated to 
the discharge of those demands. The deficit was 
owing merely to the credit which, for the conve- 
nience and benefit of trade, was allowed to the 
merchants; and that, in fact, the bonded duties 
were more than equal to meet all the demands on 
the Treasury. This credit, it would be remem- 
bered, extended from four months to two years. 

He next stated that, by the report now in the 
possession of the Committee, that the deficiency 
at the end of the present quarter would amount to 
$621.294 18. The select committee were not 
fully acquainted with the Bank transactions in 
relation to the Treasury, and were uncertain 
whether money deposited in Banks by Collectors 
of revenue was considered as in the Treasury from 
the time of the deposite. He observed, that this 
doubt arose from considering the law constituti 
the Treasury Department, by which it appeare 
that the Secretary’s warrant was as well required 
for paying money in, as for issuing it from the 
Treasury. It might therefore happen, if the 
deposite money was not considered as in the 
Treasury, that the apparent deficit reported, of 
$621,291 18, might exist, while, in fact, there 
might be at the disposal of Government a sufficient 
sum completely to answer every demand. 

Mr. 8. said that, contemplating the subject in 
this view, the select committee had thought it 
their duty to submit certain questions to the Se- 
cretary, which they had accordingly done; the 
import of which was, “ whether money collected 
on account of the United States, in Banks, was 
from the time of deposite considered as in the 
Treasury? Or, are any, and if any what, means 
necessary to subject money so deposited to the 
control of the Treasurer? And in the latter case 
who is, from the time of such deposite until it 
passes into the Treasury, responsible to the United 
States? Is any money now so deposited capable 
of being drawn into the Treasury? And, if any, 
is the probable amount such as to render a present 
provision for a loan inexpedient or unneces- 
sary ?” 

Mr. S. then read the following Letter, addressed 
to him as Chairman of the select committee, from 
the Secretary of the Treasury : 
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Treasury Deranrmen’, February 25, 1794. 


Sir: The following are answers to the questions 
stated in your Letter of the 22d instant, viz: 


Answer to question the first. 

“ All moneys collected on account of the United 
States, and deposited in the Banks to the credit of the 
Treasurer, are considered as in the Treasury from the 
time of the deposite. The steady course with regard to 
the standing revenue is, that the money deposited in 
Bank passes immediately to the credit of the Treasurer. 

“ But it is necessary, to discharge the payers, that re- 
ceipts of the Treasurer should be endorsed upon war- 
rants signed by the Secretary, countersigned by the 
Comptroller, and registered by the Register, which is 
the course regularly observed. 

Answer to question the second. 


“ After moneys are deposited in Banks to the credit 
of the Treasurer, they are in his control, though they 
may not legally be disbursed but upon warrants of the 
above description. If deposited without passing in the 
first instance to the credit of the Treasurer, the means 
used for placing them in *his custody and disposal are 
warrants of the like kind. 

Answer to question the third. 


“In respect to any moneys of the United States, de- 

ited in Banks, but not passed to the credit of the 
Sesasenen; the Banks are considered as directly respon- 
sible to the United States; in the case of deposites to the 
credit of the Treasurer, they are responsible, in the first 
instance, to him, ultimately to the United States. 


Answer to question the fourth. 


“ Only two cases are recollected, in which moneys of 
the United States may be considered as having been de- 
ited in Bank without passing, in the first instance, 
into the account of the Treasurer. These relate, first, 
to the proceeds of foreign bills sold for the Government 
and received by the Bank, (all accounts of which are 
now finally closed ;) second, to the sum of $200,000, 
being the only sum now so deposited, which arises from 
the last loan had of the Bank. It is left (subject to the 
eventual decision of the Legislature,) as an offset against 
the second instalment of the two million loan from the 
Bank. 

“ The effect of the operation will be this: An interest 
of six per cent., payable to the Bank upon the instal- 
ment, will be extinguished from the 31st December last, 
by an interest of five per cent., payable to the Bank 
upon the sum borrowed of itself and left in deposite. 
And it has been endeavored, thereby, to preserve con- 
sistency and regularity in the arrangements of the T'rea- 
sury. The first instalment, by leaving in deposite an 

ual sum of the proceeds of foreign bills, was consider- 
ed as effected on the 31st December, 1792, though there 
was not power to consummate the payment till some 
months after. Hence, it becomes regular, that each suc- 
ceeding instalment should be paid on the last of Decem- 
ber of each year. The provisional measure, thus adopted, 
was the only expedient in the power of the Treasury to 
reconcile, as far as practicable, considerations relative to 
the public interest and credit, with legality of procedure. 
Neither the sum in deposite, on the one hand, nor the 
instalment payable to the Bank, on the other, is brought 
into the probable state of cash lately presented to the 
House of Representatives; because they balance each 
other and leave the result the same. 

“There are no existing sources from which moneys 
can come into the Bank on account of the United States 


except from the proceeds of the revenue, which, as far 
as known, are comprised in the statement before the 
House of Representatives. So that there is no resource 
but a loan which can supply the deficit of receipt in the 
course of the present and succeeding quarters, compared 
with the expenditure; without one, a failure in the 
public payments is inevitable. 

“If what has been said should not give the Com. 
mittee the light they desire, it is imagined that personal 
explanations would lead more fully to their object than 
the course of written intérrogatories and answers, which 
can only partially embrace the subject, and may pro- 
crastinate a right understanding of it. 

“T am, sir, with esteem and regard, &c., 

“ALEX. HAMILTON. 

“ Taropore Sepewick, Esea., 

“ Chairman of the Committee.” 


After reading this Letter, Mr. 8S. observed, that 
the business as transacted, in the manner stated in 
the Secretary’s Letter, was the most beneficial 
possible for the United States, because it pre- 
vented any money, at any time collected for the 
public, lying beyoi.d the reach of the Government 
and useless. He further observed, that gentlemen 
would remember that it was necessary, not only 
to provide for a deficiency which might exist at 
the end of the current quarter, but also for that 
next succeeding. That, to enable the select com- 
mittee to discharge the duty which they owed to 
the House in this respect, it had been thought ex- 
pedient to call on the Secretary. This they had 
accordingly done ; and had extended their inquiry 
to that period to fulfil the object of their commis- 
sion. That the estimate resulting in their report 
was formed of the best materials they could col- 
lect. He said that, in several particulars, it was 

robable that the estimate might not be justified 

y events. It ought, however, to be remembered, 
that it was the duty of the Legislature to put the 
preservation of the public credit almost beyond 
the reach of the possibility of being injured. 

The first article, he mentioned, was the deficit 
which would exist on the first of April, amounting, 
as clearly reported to the House, to $621,294 18— 
1,000,000 florins were to be paid in Holland by the 
first of July. The committee had agreed to esti- 
mate this at $400,000, though, according to the 
present rate of exchange, it would amount to 
about $40,000 more. Gentlemen would undoubt- 
edly perceive that it was for the public interest 
that this object should be provided for as early as 
possible, that advantage might be taken of the oc- 
curring circumstances, so as to conduct the busi- 
ness most profitably for the United States. One 
quarter of the interest of the Public Debt was 
$700,000; one quarter of the Civil List was esti- 
mated at $50,000. This he said would amount to 
somewhat more, owing to the increase of the 
number of the members of the Legislature. The 
remaining item mentioned by him was the Army 
expenditures, estimated at $375,000. This item, 
he observed, might vary more from the estimate 
than any of the preceding. It might rise consider- 
ably above it, it might fall considerably below. 
The conjecture would, however, be found probably 
not far from the truth. The aggregate of these 
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several items amounted to $2,146,294 18. To 
satisfy this sum, it appeared, by returns in the Se- 
cretary’s office, that there would fall due of duties 
on imports and tonnage, in the months of April, 
May, and June, and of course in season to meet 
the demands which may be made on the first of 
July, $448,802 22. There will also be received, 


‘in the same period, one quarter of the annual du- 


ties on distilled spirits, amounting by estimate to 
$100,000; which, added to the returned amount 
of the duties as before stated, of $448,802 22, 
makes an aggregate of $548,802 22. This sum, 
deducted from the aggregate of the estimated de- 
mands which may become necessary to be dis- 
charged, being as before stated $2,146,294 18, 
would leave a balance to be provided for by loan 
of $1,597,491 96. 

He observed, however, that there were two con- 
siderations which would considerably lessen this 
balance. These were, first, that there was a defi- 
ciency of returns of bonded duties; and, second, 
the revenue of the present year, arising from im- 
ports and tonnage, which would be in fact received 
previous to the first day of July. These two arti- 
cles the Secretary had estimated at $600,000 ; this 
he had founded on his experience on this subject. 
The committee had thought their report might 
result in round numbers, departing somewhat from 
the Secretary’s estimate, by reducing the $600,000 
to $597,491 96, leaving, according to their report, 
a balance of $1,000,000 to be provided for by loan. 

Mr. S. said, it was true that all the demands on 
the Treasury might not be made at the precise 
moment they became due. It was, indeed, pro- 
bable that the money due to foreign officers in 
particular might not; but he repeated that it was 
the duty of the Legislature to put the public credit 
beyond the reach of injury; and that, by the re- 
port of the select committee, the authority to bor- 
row was only to exist in the case of necessity. 

Mr. Gives said, the Chairman of the select com- 
mittee had made a fair and comprehensive state- 
ment of the conduct of the committee, as far as he 
had gone ; there were, however, some facts which 
he had omitted, that he thought should be com- 
municated. He said that, in the course of the 
committee’s investigation, it had appeared that the 
contract contemplated by the act for incorporating 
the Bank, had been dated either in June or July. 
It had, however, been agreed that it should have 
a retrospective effect, so as to interest the United 
States in the Bank from the commencement of its 
operations. He thought it also his duty to state 
to the committee, though not in opposition to the 
report, that it had been made a question whether 
the payment of the instalments due to the Bank 
from the United States should be considered as 
falling due at the time of the commencement of 
its operations, or at the time of executing the con- 
tract. That this question had been referred to the 
Attorney Bonaal who had given an opinion in 
favor of the latter period. That the Secretary, 
notwithstanding, had, in opposition to this opinion, 
made the first payment in December, very near 
the time when the Bank commenced its opera- 
tions, instead of June or July, when the contract 


was executed. Mr. G. said he merely stated these 
facts, believing the committee should be acquaint- 
ed with them. 

Mr. Sepewickx said, the facts mentioned by the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gites] had ap- 
peared during the investigation of the committee, 
and were truly stated. That he himself should 
have mentioned them, had he supposed they could 
have any influence in determining the question 
under consideration. That, when this question 
was decided, he would bring forward a motion by 
which the House should be officially possessed of 
a knowledge of those facts. At present, he would 
only observe to the committee, that it was true 
the contract between the Secretary and the Bank 
in pursuance of the legal provision, was execute 
in June or July; that it was, by the contract, 
agreed that it should have a retrospective opera- 
tion to the time of the commencement of the ne- 
gotiations of the Bank. It ought, however, to be 
noticed, that by this means the United States 
were obliged to pay an interest of six per cent. on 
the amount of their subscription for the time pre- 
ceding the date of the contract, but they were for 
the same time interested in the profits of the Bank, 
which, amounting to considerably more than six 
per cent., the difference was a clear balance in 
favor of the public. It was also to be observed 
that, by paying the instalments in December, in- 
stead of June or July, a debt due from the Go- 
vernment, bearing an interest of six per cent., was 
exchanged for one bearing an interest of five per 
cent., so that in both the instances mentioned by 
the gentleman, there was a clear and manifest 
saving to the United States. 

The report of the select committee was agreed 
to and adopted by the House, and Mr. Sepewick, 
Mr. Gives, and Mr. Dearsorn, were directed to 
report a bill conformably thereto. 

Mr. Sepewick then moved that the Secretary 
of the Treasury be directed to furnish the House 
with a copy of the contract made in pursuance of 
the eleventh section of the act for incorporating 
the subscribers to the Bank of the United States; 
also, a copy of any opinion which may have been 
given by the Attorney General, relative to a con- 
struction of the contract; and that he inform the 
House of any provisional measures which may 
have been taken to discharge the second instal- 
ment, due on the said loan. This motion was 
agreed to. ; 

He next moved, that a committee be appointed 
to prepare and report a bill providing for the 
second instalment, due on a loan made of the 
Bank of the United States. This motion was also 
agreed to, and a committee, consisting of Mr. 
Sepewick, Mr. W. Smirs, and Mr. Capwata- 
DER, accordingly appointed. 





Monpay, March 3. 


A petition of the merchants, manufacturers of 
iron, and ship-builders, in the city of Philadelphia 
and its vicintty, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that so much of the impost laws of the 
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United States as imposes a duty on the importa- 
tion of bar iron, may be repealed. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Samvet Smirn, Mr. Firzsimons, and Mr. 
Sepewick, that they do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

Mr. Sepewick, from the committee, presented 
a bill authorizing a loan of one million of dollars ; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unitep Srares, of the 7th day of 
January last, respecting the appointment of an 
officer for the receiving, safe-keeping, and distri- 
buting of public supplies, under the direction of 
the War Department, be committed toa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on Thursday next. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to establish the Post Oftice and Post 
Roads within the United States ; which was twice 
read and committed. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresipENT OF THE Unirep Srares: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you an extract from a Letter of Mr. 
Short, relative to our affairs with Spain, and copies of 
two Letters from our Minister at Lisbon, with their en- 
closures, containing intelligence from Algiers; the 
whole of these communications are made in confidence, 
except the passage in Mr. Short’s Letter which respects 


the Spanish convoy. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unitep States, March 3, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A Report was read from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on sundry petitions which had been 
referred to him. The letter enclosing this report 
suggests to the House, whether it would not be 
expedient to place the business of reporting on 

titions in some other channel, as the pressure of 

is official duties, in addition to the extra business 
of the-inquiry into the Treasury Department, will 
not permit him to pay that seasonable and prompt 
attention to these petitions which the parties ex- 
pect, and have just claim to. 

r. Sepewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented, a bill providing for the payment of the 
second instalment due on a loan made of the Bank 
of the United States; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Ordered, That the resolution agreed to by this 
House on the second of January last, “ for appro- 
priating a sum of money, in addition to the provi- 
sion heretofore made to defray any expense which 
may be incurred in relation to the intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations,” be 
committed to Mr. Wiut1am Smiru, Mr. Ames, 
and Mr. New, with instruction to prepare and 
bring in a bill or bills pursuant thereto. 

Resolved, That the Presipent or THE Unirep 
States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
House a statement of the gross sum of money 
which has been advanced by the United States, in 


making presents to the Creek and Cherokee In- 
dians, since the treaty made at New York; also, 
all expenses incurred, and sums of money expend- 
ed, in making the said treaty. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carnes and Mr. Macon be 
a committee to wait on the PRESIDENT, with the 
foregoing resolution. 

The Pune resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Message from the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unitrep Srartes, of the 30th ul- 
timo, enclosing a copy of a Letter from the Go- 
vernor of North Carolina, covering a resolution of 
the Legislature of that State; as, also, the peti- 
tions of Thomas Person and others, proprietors of 
lands in the Territory of the United States South 
of the river Ohio, and of the Trustees of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
progress. 





Tuespay, March 4. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill authorizing a loan 
of one million of dollars; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 

ommittee had had the said bill under considera- 
tion, and made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report to the House an 
estimate of the expense that will be requisite to 

lace the principal seaports and harbors of the 
United States in a state of defence; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and 
reported progress. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the resolution sent from the 
Senate, “proposing an article of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, respecting 
the Judicial power ;” and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported, that the Commit- 
tee had had the said resolution under considera- 
tion, and made no amendment thereto. 

A motion was then made, and seconded, to 
amend the said proposed article of amendment, at 
the Clerk’s table, by adding to the end thereof, the 
words following, to wit: “ Where such State shall 
have previously made provision in their own 
Courts, whereby such suit may be prosecuted to 
effect ;” and, on the question thereupon, it passed 
in the negative—yeas 8, nays 77, as follows: 


Yzeas.—John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Daniel Heister’ 
William Hindman, Henry Latimer, Andrew Pickens 
Thomas Scott, and Silas Talbot. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Shearjashub Bourne, Ben 


jamin Bourne, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie 


Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshu, 
Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry Dear 
born, George Dent, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsi. 
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mons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, 
Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, William Barry 
Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John 
Heath, James Hillhouse, Samuel Holten, John Hunter, 
William Irvine, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
Mathew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muh- 
lenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, An- 
thony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, John 
Page, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert Ruther- 
ford, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, John 
Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Israel Smith, Samuel Smith, 
Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, 
Uriah Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Fran- 
cis Walker, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, Paine 
Wingate, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

The resolution of the Senate, containing the 
said proposed article of amendment, was then 
read the third time, as follows: 


“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in ess 
assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 
the several States, as an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, which, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of 
the said Constitution, viz : 

“The Judicial power of the United States shall not 
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity com- 
menced or prosecuted against one of the United States 
by citizens of another State, or by citizens or subjects of 
any foreign State :” 


And on the question, that this House doth con- 
cur with the Senate in the said proposed article of 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 81, 
nays 9, as follows: 


Yeras.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Shearjashub Bourne, Benja- 
min Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Wil- 
liam Findley, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, William 
B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, William 
Barry Grove, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, Daniel 
Heister, James Hillhouse, Samuel Holten, John Hun- 
ter, William Irvine, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, 
Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, 
Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Francis Malbone, 
Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Mont- 
‘gomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William 
Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Ni- 
cholas, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Josiah Parker, 
Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Theodore Sedg- 
wick, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Israel Smith, Samuel Smith, William Smith, Thomas 
Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah T'ra- 
cy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Francis Walker, 
John Watts, Benjamin Williams, Paine Wingate, 
Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 


Nays.—John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Thomas Fitz- 
simons, George Hancock, William Hindman, Andrew 
Pickens, Thomas Scott, Silas Talbot, and Artemas 
Ward. 


ESTIMATE OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury of the sums necessary to 
be appropriated for the service of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four ; and, af- 
ter some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the committee had again had the said 
report under consideration, and come to a resolu- 
tion thereupon; which he delivered in at the 
Clerk’s table, where the same was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, as follows: * 

Resolved, That, for the support of the Military 
Establishment of the United States, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, there 
be appropriated a sum of money, not exceeding 
one million four hundred and fifty-seven thou- 
sand nine hundred and thirty-six dollars and one 
cent; that is to say: 

For the pay of the Legion of the 


United States - - - $303,684 00 
For subsistence - - - 312,567 75 
For forage - - - 31,632 00 
For clothing - - - 112,000 00 
For equipments for the cavalry - 7,314 05 
For horses for the cavalry - 16,000 00 
For bounty - - - 5,000 00 
For the Hospital Department - 20,000 00 
For the Ordnance Department - 6,715 32 
For repairs and articles directed 

to be made and purchased by 

the PresipenT oF THE UniTEeD 

STaTEs - - - - 202,783 34 
For defensive protection of the 

frontiers - - - 130,000 00 
For the Indian Department - 50,000 00 
For the Quartermaster’s Depart- 

ment - - - - 150,000 00 
For contingencies of the War De- 

partment - - - 30,000 00 
And for Invalid Pensions : 80,239 55 


$1,457,936 01 


Ordered, That a billor bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Bount- 
not, Mr. Trumputt, and Mr. Giiesptp, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 





Wenpnespay, March 5. 


An engrossed bill authorizing a loan of one mil- 
lion of dollars was read the third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, and that 
the title be, “ An act authorizing a loan of one 
million of dollars.” 

A petition of the manufacturers of hats, in the 
towns of Fredericksburg, and Falmouth in the 
State of Virginia, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read 
praying that an additional duty may be imposed 
upon the importation of hats from foreign coun- 
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tries; and that such duties may be laid on the ex- 
—— of beaver and other furs from the United 

tates, as shall be sufficient to encourage and pro- 
tect domestic manufactures. ne several 
petitions of the manufacturers of hats in the States 
of New York, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, to the 
same effect. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
Mr. Warrs, Mr. Corr, Mr. Hinpman, Mr. Dex- 
TER, Mr. Gites, Mr. Dayron, and Mr. Page; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Mr. Dearsorn, from the committee appointed 
to report on the expediency of establishing a light- 
house on the island of Seguin, at the mouth of the 
river Kennebeck, in the District of Maine, made 
a report; which was read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is expedient for the United 
States to establish a light-house on the island of 
Seguin, near the entrance of the river Kennebeck, 
in the District of Maine. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Dear- 
BoRN, Mr. Bensamin Bourne, and Mr. Tracy, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appoint- 
ed, presented a bill to provide a naval armament ; 
which was read twice and committed. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the report relative to placing the ports 
and harbors of the United States in a posture of 
defence—Mr. Bovuptnor in the Chair. 

The report was read. It states that the follow- 
ing ports and harbors ought to be put in a state of 
defence, to wit: Portland, in Maine; Portsmouth, 
in New Hampshire; Cape Ann, Salem, Marble- 
head, Boston, in Massachusetts; Newport, Rhode 
Island; New London, Connecticut; New York; 
Philadelphia ; Baltimore; Norfolk ; Wilmington, 
North Sleciing ; Ocracock Inlet, Charleston, 
South Carolina; Savannah, Georgia. The forti- 
fications to be of a nature to defend the several 
ports and harbors against surprise by naval arma- 
ments; that the several places to be fortified be 
guerscasd by troops in the pay of the United 

tates. 


From the estimates it appears that the sums ne- 
cessary to erect the fortifications 


amount to - - - $76,053 25 
That two hundred cannon will be 

necessary, which, with their carri- 

ages, &c., amount to - - 96,645 00 


$172,698 52 


The annual expenses of the troops necessary to 
garrison the several fortifications, including pay, 
subsistence, &c., $90,349 25. 

The committee state that, in their opinion, the 
security of the United States renders it necessary 
to provide the cannon, whether the fortifications 
should be erected or not. The report goes on to 


state the expense which would probably be incur- 
red at the several places mentioned ; the aggre- 
gate of which is as above stated. 

Mr. Frrzsimons, who was on the select com- 
mittee, observed that it must appear to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, that the report was sub- 
stantially a recommendatory measure, the carry- 
ing of which into execution must eventually 
depend on various circumstances; all that Con- 
gress can do, he added, was to vote asum of money; 
and leave the execution of the plan to the discre- 
tion of the Presipenr oF THE Unirep Srares 
to be completed in such manner as he may fin 
expedient. The Committee went through the re- 
port; some alterations were made by increasing 
the number of places to be fortified, and diminish- 
ing the number of cannon in others, so that the 
aggregate of the expense remains the same. 

r. Firzsimons then moved sundry resolutions 
for carrying the report into effect; these were 
severally put and agreed to: as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to cause such of the ports 
and harbors of the United States to be put 
into a state of defence, as he may judge necessary, 
and that a sum, not exceeding —— dollars, be 
provided for that purpose. 

“ Resolved, That provision ought to be made for 
procuring one hundred cannon of thirty-six pound- 
ers, and one hundred of twenty-four pounders, 
with carriages and implements for the same. 

“That carriages and implements for one hun- 
dred and fifty cannon, with five hundred and sixty 
tons of cannon shot, ought to be procured, and 
that a sum not exceeding —— be provided for the 
purpose aforesaid. 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to employ such part of the 
troops, on the Military Establishment of the United 
States, as he may judge necessary, in any of the 
fortifications which may be erected for the de- 
fence of any of the ports or harbors of the United 
States.” 

The Committee then rose, and the Chairman 
reported the amendments and resolutions to the 
House. 

The amendments were to insert Penobscot, Ma- 
chias, Newburyport, Annapolis, and Georgetown, 
South Carolina, as places to be fortified; the 
several amendments and resolutions were adopted 
by the House. And it was 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Firz- 
simons, Mr. Goopnuz, Mr. Jeremian Wans- 
worth, Mr. Forrest, Mr. Matzonp, Mr. Boupt- 
not, Mr. Parker, Mr. Macon, Mr. Winn, Mr. 
Gitman, Mr. Warts, Mr. Orr, Mr. Batpwin, 
Mr. Israeu Smirn, Mr. Latimer, and Mr. Day- 
TON, do prepare and bring in the same. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unitrep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 


of the House of Representatives : 


The Secretary of State having reported to me upon 
the several complaints which have been lodged in his 
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office against the vexations and spoliations on our com- 
merce since the commencement of the European war, 
I transmit to you a copy of his statement, together with 
the documents upon which it is founded. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, March 5, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be referred to Mr. Samvuet Smirn, Mr. 
Nicno.as, Mr. Sepewick, Mr. Bensamin Bourne, 
and Mr. Hester; that they do examine the mat- 
ter thereof, and report the same, with their opin- 
ion thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Fitzsimons, from the committee to whom 
was referred so much of the Speech of the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unirep STaTes as respects arms 
and military stores, magazines and arsenals, made 
a report ; which was read, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Friday next. 

Mr. Wi.i1am Smita, from the committee ap- 

inted, presented a bill making further provision 
or the expenses attending the intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. Swirt, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Josiah Witter, made a re- 
port; which was read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to make a report of the cases of all claimants 
to be placed on the pension list of the United 
States, who have obtained certificates from the 
Circuit Courts, signed as Commissioners, or from 
the District Judge of the Court of Maine, for the 
are that Congress may place on the pension 
ist those claimants whose cases come clearly 
within the description of law. 

Mr. Hittuovse, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize Ephraim Kimberly 
to locate the land warrant issued to him for ser- 
vices in the late American army ; which was read 
twice and committed. 





TxHurspay, March 6. 


A petition of John Jordan and Thomas Knight, 
of the city of Philadelphia, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that they may receive 
the proportion of prize money due to them as 
marines on board the Continental ship Bon Homme 
Richard, under the command of Captain John 
Paul Jones, during the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Secretary of War, with instruction to examine 
the same, and report his opinion thereupon to the 
House. 

A memorial of sundry merchants of the town 
of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to 
the House and read, praying that a Naval force 
may be provided adequate to the protection of the 
commerce of the United States against the Alge- 
rine corsaire. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House to whom is 
committed the bill to provide a Naval armament. 

A petition of Bradley and Mix, of New Haven, 


in the State of Connecticut, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be laid on the importation of metal buttons 
from foreign countries, or such encouragement 
given to the manufacture of the said article within 
the United States as to the wisdom of Congress 
shall seem meet. 

Ordered. That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Warrs, Mr. Corr, Mr. Hinpman, Mr. Dex- 
TeR, Mr. Gites, Mr. Dayton, and Mr. Pace; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Mr. Bovuprnort, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for the sup- 

ort of the Military Establishment of the United 

tates for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Wixiiam Smitn, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill transferring, for a limited 
time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences from 
the District to the Circuit Court of New Hamp- 
shire, and assigning certain duties in respect to 
Invalid Pensions, to the Attorney of the said Dis- 
trict; which was read twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill providing for de- 
stroying certificates of certain descriptions, and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Samvuet Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill allowing Lieutenant 
Colonel Tooured an equivalent for his pension for 
life; which was read twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making further pro- 
vision for the expenses attending the intercourse 
of the United States with foreign nations; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
ig which he delivered in at the Clerk’s 
table. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, do lie on the table. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Stephen Paranque, made 
a report; which was read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said Stephen Paranque be 
oe to unlade his cargo in the port of New 

ork, on giving bond and security for the duties 
thereof to the Collector of the said port of New 
York, on the usual credit of six, nine, and twelve 
months, to be computed from the time of un- 
loading. 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in, pursuant to 
the said resolution, and that Mr. Wisrs, Mr. 
Heats, and Mr. Carnes, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 

The House 
mittee of the 


in resolved itself into a Com- 
ole House on the report of the 
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committee appointed to prepare and report such 
Standing Rules and Orders of proceeding as may 
be proper to be observed in this House; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported progress. 


SLAVE TRADE. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the bill to prohibit the carrying on the slave 
trade from the ports of the United States—Mr. 
Boupinor in the Chair. 

The two first sections of the bill were agreed 
to, with one alteration moved by Mr. TrumBvLL, 
which was to give the District Court as well as 
the Circuit Courts cognizance of the offence. 

The third section, which relates to the penalty, 
&c., it was moved should be struck out. This 
motion was negatived. It was then moved to in- 
sert the word foreign before “ship or vessel ;” 
which was agreed to. 

The Committee proceeded through the bill, 
which was reported to the House with sundry 
amendments ; these were agreed to by the House, 
and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


Fripay, March 7. 


An engrossed bill to prohibit the carrying on 
the slave trade from the United States to any 
foreign place or country, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

An engrossed bill providing for destroyed cer- 
tificates of certain descriptions, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of Go- 
vernment for the year 1794,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have appointed a committee on 
their part, jointly, with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of this House, to con- 
sider and report what business is necessary to be 
done by Congress in the present session, and what 
part of the business now depending may be, with- 
out great inconvenience, postponed until the next 
session, that the proceedings may be so regulated 
as to close this session by the first Monday in April 
next. 


NAVAL ARMAMENT. 


The House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill to provide a Naval armament— 
Mr. Boupinor in the Chair. 

In che first section, Mr. S. Smirx moved to strike 
out 20 guns, and to insert 36; which makes the 
force proposed, four ships of 44 guns, and two of 
36 guns each. The Committee proceeded through 
the several sections of the bill, and made sundry 
amendments in respect to officers, rations, &c. 

Mr. B. Bourne observed, that the force con- 
templated would afford no protection to the com- 
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merce of the United States, for the present sea- 
son, as it would require seyeral months to build 
and equip the ships. He therefore moved to add 
another section, the object of which was to au- 
thorize the Presipent or THE UNITED Srares 
to provide a apes rotection, until the ships 
propened by the bill shall be ready. 

r. Firzsimons said, the bill did rot restrict 
the Presipent to ships to be built; he may use 
his discretion in procuring the requisite force. 

The motion, after some debate, was negatived. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time on 
Monday next. 


Monpay, March 10. 


The memorials of sundry merchants, mariners, 
tradesmen, and other citizens of the county of 
Norfolk, and the towns of Norfolk and Portsmouth, 
in the State of Virginia, whose names are there- 
unto subscribed, were presented to the House and 
read, respectively praying that a law may pass 
imposing further restrictions and higher duties on 
the importation of articles of the growth or manu- 
facture of such foreign Kingdoms or countries as 
have not entered into a Commercial Treaty with 
the United States. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, on the 
Report of the Secretary of State on the privileges 
ar restrictions on the commerce of the United 
States in foreign countries. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying a state- 
ment of the gross sum of money which was ex- 
pended in the year 1790, in making the Treaty 
with the Creek Indians at New York; and, also, 
of the amount of presents made to the Creek and 
Cherokee Nations, since the said Treaty, pursu- 
ant to the resolution of this House of the 3d in- 
wy which were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year 1794;” and the same 
being read, were agreed to. 

Mr. Fitzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to provide for the defence of cer- 
tain ports and harbors in the United States; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the Senate of the 7th instant, for the appoint- 
ment of a Joint Committee of the two Houses to 
consider and report what business is necessary to 
be done by Congress in the present session, and 
what part of ee oeaes now depending anit be, 
without great inconvenience, postponed until the 
next session, that the proceedings may be so regu- 
lated as to close this session by the first Monday 
in April next. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
said resolution, and that Mr. Mapison, Mr. Mur- 
RAY, and Mr. Kirrera, be appointed a committee 
on the part of this House. 
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NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


Mr. Sepewick this day gave notice, that on 
Wednesday next he should submit to the con- 
sideration of the Legislature certain resolutions, 
the object of which would be the means of de- 
fence required by our present situation, and the 
funds which might be required to defray the ex- 
pense. This notice was introduced by Mr. 8. with 
the following previous observations: 

He said he had heretofore done himself the 
honor to declare to the House, that, in his opinion, 
it was the duty of the Legislature, as the guardi- 
ans of the public safety, at a time when Europe 
was convulsed, and this country suffering many 
injuries, to provide for its defence, and, as events 
might happen, to avenge its injuries. That the 
preservation of peace, an object so necessary to 
our political and individual happiness, might ma- 
terially depend on the wisdom and firmness of 
the Legislature in this respect. That he had hoped 
and expected some plan for these important pur- 
poses would, before this time, have been presented 
to Congress; that, in his opinion, it would be un- 
pardonable to leave our country in this naked and 
exposed situation, during the approaching recess; 
that it ought no longer to remain uncertain whe- 
ther the property and best interests of our citizens 
were to remain in a situation to be insulted and 
injured with impunity. He said he should forbear 
to give even the outlines of the system which his 
own mind had embraced, because he should al- 
ways be willing to prefer any other more compe- 
tent to the end. His only object at present was, 
to call the reflections of gentlemen to this impor- 
tant subject. 


NAVAL ARMAMENT. 


The engrossed bill providing a naval armament 
for the protection of the commerce of the United 
States, was read a third time. A motion was made 
to recommit it toa Committee of the Whole House. 
This motion was principally supported on the 

round of the Select Committee having deviated 
rom the report of the Committee of the Whole; 
which report connected the ways and means of 
defraying the expense of the armament with the 
details of the armament, whereas the bill contains 
no such estimate. It was further observed, that 
no injury could result from a short delay. equal 
to what would be the consequence of sanctioning 
such a flagrant deviation on the part of the Select 
Committee from the established rules of the House: 
that it was quite a new thing to hurry a business 
of such magnitude through the House. 

The motion to recommit the bill was negatived. 

In opposites to the motion, it was ironically 
observed, that as the carrying trade and the trade 
to the Mediterranean were of so trifling import- 
ance, it was really surprising that the business of 
providing a protection for the commerce of this 
country, exposed at this moment to the depreda- 
tion of the Algerines, should be hurried with so 
much impetuosity through the House! Three 
months have already elapsed, the greater part of 
which this subject has been under consideration; 
to steer clear, therefore, of impetuosity in con- 


ducting the business, three months more ought to 
be suffered to pass before anything is done. 

With respect to the conduct of the Select Com- 
mittee, it was said that, in the first discussion of 
the subject, the report was objected to on account 
of the ways and means being connected with it; 
to remove this objection, the bill was reported in 
the form before the House. 

The motion being put for recommitting, it 
passed in the negative, 48 to 41. 

The House then proceeded to fill up the blanks. 
In the course of filling up the blanks, the oppo- 
sition to the bill was revived on old and new 
grounds. The first were on account of its incom- 
petency to the object, considering the resources of 
the Algerines and the superior policy of having 
recourse to negotiation, and purchase of a peace; 
the new ground was derived from recent confi- 
dential communications, from which it was in- 
ferred, that the eligibility of the mode of procur- 
ing a peace by purchase was greatly strength- 
ened. From this view of the subject a transition 
was made to the subject of navies generally, in 
which the bad consequences connected with their 
establishment were depicted in animated terms. 

The blanks were all filled; and on the question 
Shall the bill pass? 


Mr. Gites observed, that, from the sense of the 
House several times manifested upon this subject, 
there remained nodoubt but that the bill would pass, 
In that event, he most earnestly hoped that the suc- 
cess of the measure would,at least, equal the expecta- 
tions of itsadvocates. Indeed, he hoped that their ex- 

ectations would be disappointed and exceeded ; 
or it did not seem to him that even they were 
very positive as to its full competency to the end 
roposed. He even wished that every ship could 
e Frmnished with the cap of Fortunatus and the 
shield of Hercules; for he was persuaded that, in 
the present state of things, some magical influence 
ous be found essential to enable them to effect 
their undertaking. He observed, that, at present, 
the wisdom or folly of the proposed measure was 
mere matter of opinion; but the passage of the 
bill will furnish futurity with a complete experi- 
ment of its true character. 


He intended to offer his reasons against the 
e of the bill, not with a hope of making 
proselytes, but as a testimony of the real motives 
which influenced his opposition. With this view, 
he should only mention some of the general im- 
pressions produced on his mind by this subject, 
without fatiguing the House with minute exem- 
plifications of them. 

The subject had presented itself to him in two 
points of view—lst, as affording a protection to 
our commerce against the Algerine depredations ; 
2d, as the foundation of a permanent naval estab- 
lishment. 

He could not help premising that, in the course 
of discussion, the advocates of the bill had cen- 


sured its opponents with a want of disposition for 
the protection of commerce, whilst they claimed 
a monopoly of all good intention towards this ob- 
ject. He did not mean to derogate from the good 
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intention of the favorers of the bill, but he be- 
lieved its opponents possessed as pure a zeal for 
the protection and due encouragement of com- 
merce as its advocates. It is not a question whe- 
ther commerce is, or is not, to be protected; but 
whether the plan proposed be the most effectual 
and the least exceptionable that can be devised 
for that purpose? The difference of opinion does 
not consist in the end to be produced, but in the 
means proposed to effect the end. 

The first objection he should make to the bill 
would be, the obvious inadequacy of the means 
contemplated to effect the end proposed by them. 
The object proposed is an effectual resistance, not 
only to the whole present naval force of Algiers, 
but to their whole naval ability. The bill con- 
tains, in itself, essentially a declaration of war. 
Our calculations, therefore, should be extended to 
the utmost limit of the naval abiiity of the hostile 
nation. The means to be employed consist of 
four frigates of forty-four guns each and two ships 
of thirty-six guns each. To decide with proprie- 
ty upon the objection, this force should be com- 
pared with the naval ability of Algiers. He did 
not mean to go into a minute history of Algiers. 
He should only observe, in general, that it was a 
populous country ; that it had furnished at one 
time one hundred thousand fighting men; that its 
power at this day was as great as at any preceding 
period; that they were a warlike people, accus- 
tomed to naval enterprises and desperate in naval 
engagements ; that, for some time past, they had 
been subsidized for peace by almost every Euro- 
pean nation. He could not help concluding, from 
these circumstances, that the naval ability of the 
nation either was or might, without any uncom- 
mon exertions, be rendered superior to four forty- 
four gun frigates and two thirty-six gun ships, the 
force contemplated by the bill, and, if the conclu- 
sions were just, the bill is unwise. 

In the course of the debate, it has been replied 
to the argument of the ability of the nation, de- 
duced from the number of men it has brought 
into the field, that the naval armament was not 
intended to attack the invincible militia of Algiers. 
This is true, but it is no refutation of the argu- 
ment. The fact exhibits the ability of the nation 
upon land, and the inference from it has been, 
that, if Algiers can exert such an ability upon 
land, by changing the direction of her ability, she 
would certain y furnish a force at sea greatly su- 
ve to the armament proposed. The history of 

er former naval exertions would also justify this 
conclusion. Providing this armament would na- 
turally turn the attention of Algiers to the in- 
crease of her naval strength; and he doubted the 
licy of measures which would produce that ef- 
ect, without the United States were determined 
to enter into a competition for naval power with 
the nations of Europe. Naval exertions have 
been carried to such excess that there is scarcely 
any thing which furnishes more scope for com- 
parison. Several nations, possessing a much 
greater naval strength than is contemplated by 
this bill, he believed, were at war with Algiers at 
this moment, yet her corsairs swim in the oeean, 
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regardless of their enemy, and hardly recollecting 
that they are in a state of war. He thought it 
unsafe to calculate upon any peculiar invincibjli- 
ty in the armament now proposed, and, without 
such a quality, although he hoped their efficacy, 
yet he feared their inefficacy. 
He should fear the result, if the contest, in other 
respects, were to be upon equal terms. But that 
will not be the case. The armament will meet 
with peculiar embarrassment from the expected 
scene of action. They are to act three thousand 
miles from home, without the guarantee or evep 
the prospect of a friendly port; they are to con- 
tinue the whole year upon their station, and to be 
subject to attack whenever the enemy may think 
proper ; they will also be continually exposed toa 
tempestuous ocean. Under these circumstances 
they must act upon the most disadvantageous 
terms, which will lessen extremely their prospect 
of success. The advocates of the bill have ad- 
mitted the necessity of finding some friendly ports 
in the Mediterranean seas, and several have been 
mentioned—Carthagena, Gibraltar, &¢.—but their 
hopes appeared to him to be wholly chimerical. 
He did. not know how far it might be proper to 
have reference to confidential communications to 
gee this part of the subject in its true light. 
e thought, however, he might be permitted to 
mention, in general, that it has been officially com- 
municated to the House that the truce with Al- 
giers, which has oxagican the injury to our com- 
merce, against which the present remedy is di- 
rected, is part of the system of the combination 
against France. The mildest apology from Great 
Britain for her interposition has been to enable 
Portugal to act more efficaciously in the common 
cause of despots. Other effects, equally import- 
ant to that end, will result, and no doubt were 
taken into the estimate. They all may resolve 
themselves into the embarrassments produced to 
our commerce. This information cannot be ques- 
tioned. If, then, the Algerine truce be part of the 
system of the combination against France, is it 
probable that the Combined Powers will afford 
their ports for the protection of an armament in- 
tended to interrupt and destroy that part of the 
system? May it not rather be inferred that they 
will send their aid to their allies, the Algerines, 
to destroy the force sent against them? Have 
we hopes against this natural and obvious conse- 
quence from the good dispositions of the Com- 
bined Powers towards us? Have we any hopes 
from their inability to effect the object? For his 
part, he thought it was in vain to hope for a con- 
trary result. From these reflections, occurs an- 
other obvious objection to the measure—its direct 
tendency to war. Upon another occasion, it has 
been said, that Great Britain particularly is irri- 
table towards us, and all measures ought to be 
avoided which might tend to inerease the irrita- 
bility. It really has become a question for this 
House, for all America, to determine, and par- 
ticularly the lovers of peace, whether a naval 
armament calculated to resist part of the system 
of the combination against France, and destined 
to act in the very scene of war, or imposing high- 
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er duties upon some articles of imports, and mak- 
ing an act for the regulation of our own naviga- 
tion, possess the greatest tendency to war ? 

For his part, if the proposed armament should 
be provided, he had but one consolation against 
this palpable effect of it. But that consolation fur- 
nished the strongest argument against the mea- 
sure. The trees are now growing out of which 
the frigates are to be built. A considerable time 
must, of course, elapse before these trees can be 
put into the shape of frigates. From the present 
agitation and fluctuation of European affairs, great 
changes before that time may be effected, and the 
necessary delay in equipping the armament will 
be the only chance of avoiding a war by means of 
the measures. If the frigates were now afloat, 
and engaged in the expedition against Algiers, he 
should view the United States in a state of actual 
hostility against the whole Combined Powers. 
But the necessary delay, which may furnish the 
only security against war, as a result of the mea- 
sure, proves the folly of an expensive armament, 
which, before it can be provided, the fluctuation of 
European affairs may render wholly unnecessary. 

Another objection to the measure consists of 
the certainty and enormity of the expense, witha 
total uncertainty of its efficacy ; whereas, the plan 
of purchasing a peace regards economy, if its effi- 
cacy should oubted. In this case, if the ob- 
ject be not effected, the money will not be ex- 
pended. It is but a bad character of a measure, 
to say it is neither certain in its object, nor eco- 
nomical in its arrangement; yet these are the 
most striking traits in the present bill. When this 
measure was first brought into view, it was thought 
necessary that an estimate should accompany it. 
This estimate, he knew not for what reason, was 
kept out of view. It was, nevertheless, an esti- 
mate, and must again make its appearance in the 
House. He expected, too, that it would appear 
in a more formidable shape than when it was first 
introduced. The pay of the seamen, the most im- 
portant item in the estimate, had varied its shape 
materially. It is now calculated at double the 
estimate first made, and he apprehended that the 
same fate would attend other parts of the estimate. 
He admitted that the sum mentioned in the bill 
did not positively fix the wages of the seamen, but 
was intended as a limit to the PresipEnt’s dis- 
cretion. He was inclined to think, however, from 
the nature of the service, that the whole sum 
would be found necessary ; for all the other per- 
quisites which the seamen will expect must con- 
sist of toil and danger. 

He observed, that the intelligence lately re- 
ceived, in his opinion, served to confirm all those 
objections, although he supposed it had affected 
the minds of other gentlemen very differently ; 
because he had observed more votes in favor of 
the bill since the receipt of the intelligence than 
before that period. The intelligence being com- 
municated in confidence, he supposed it would be 
improper to particularize those parts of it which 
affected his opinion. He should, therefore, only 


remark, in general, that the intelligence had Jed 
his mind to these two conclusions: 
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ist. That the force to be provided is absolutely 
inadequate to the object. 

2d. That, by proper management, a due atten- 
tion to time and opportunity, a peace may be ef- 
fected by money. 

In either case, the naval armament would be 
rendered unnecessary, and the expense ought not 
to be incurred. 

Mr. G. proceeded to consider the bill as the 
foundation of a permanent naval establishment. 
He said there was a clause in the bill authorizing 
the Presipenr to suspend all proceedings in the 
equipment of the armament, in case of a peace 
with Algiers, which gave him some consolation ; 
but it did not altogether relieve his apprehensions 
from this operation of the measure, because he 
knew that a permanent naval establishment was 
a favorite policy with some gentlemen, and be- 
cause the argument had been urged in favor of 
the present bill. 

He observed that a permanent naval establish- 
ment could be recommended to the United States 
but from one or both of the following considera- 
tions: Either upon the principle of entering into 
a competition for naval power with the Powers 
of Europe; or as affording security to the collec- 
tion of our own revenue. 

He thought the question of a permanent naval 
establishment was one of the most important which 
could be presented to the consideration of the 
House, and that the most serious consequences 
were necessarily connected with it. In the first 
place, he viewed the establishment of a navy as a 
complete dereliction of the policy of discharging 
the principal of the public debt. History does not 
afford an instance of a nation which continued to 
increase their navy and decreased their debt at 
the same time. It is an operation exceeding the 
ability of any nation. The naval competition of 
the Powers in Europe has produced oppression to 
their subjects and ruin to themselves. The ruin 
of the French Monarchy, he believed, might be as- 
cribed very much to that cause. A navy is the 
most expensive of all means of defence, and the 
tyranny of Governments consists in the expensive- 
ness of their machinery. The expensiveness of 
the French Monarchy is the true cause of its de- 
struction. The navy of France furnished the 
principal item of that expense. The navy pro- 
duced expense, the expense exceeded the revenue, 
new contributions became necessary, the people 
saw the tyranny, and destroyed the tyrant. The 
same effect, by the same policy, will probably be 
produced in great Great Britain. The Govern- 
ment is not yet destroyed, but the people are op- 
pressed, liberty is banished. The extensiveness 
of the Government is the true ground of the op- 
pression of the people. The King, the Nobility, 
the Priesthood, the Army, and, above all, the 
Navy. 

All this machinery lessens the number of the 
productive and increases the number of unproduc- 
tive hands of the nation in Great Britain. The 
operation has been extended so far that the poor 
rates alone probably afforded a greater tax per 
capita than the whole taxes paid in the United 
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States. He was astonished, with these fatal ex- 
amples before our eyes, that there should be any 

entlemen who would wish to enter into this 

ashionable system of politics. He said the Uni- 
ted States had already progressed full far enough 
into this system; for, exclusively of the ordinary 
expense of the Civil List, a debt had been funded 
upon principles of duration. An Army had been 
raised, at an immense expense, and now there was 
a proposition for a Navy. He observed that, for 
several years past, the appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Military Establishment had exceeded 
a million of dollars per annum—from one million 
to one million and a half annually. He believed 
that, if the expense had been foreseen, there would 
have been more active efforts to have avoided it. 
It was a policy, at this day, very generally con- 
demned ; yet we are now to exhibit a counterpart 
of this policy upon the ocean, with this aggrava- 
tion: that it will commence with greater certain 
expense, and with a more uncertain object. The 
system of governing by debts he conceived the 
most vine system of tyranny. It seems to have 
been a contrivance devised by politicians to suc- 
ceed the old system of feudal tenures. Both sys- 
tems were tyrannical, but the objects of their ty- 
ranny were different. The system of feuds ope- 
rated upon the person of the individual—the sys- 
tem of debts operates upon the pockets of the indi- 
vidual. In the feudal system, the tenant often 
received some indulgence and lenity from the 
martial generosity which generally characterized 
the Lord. The Lord was gratified with the ac- 
knowledgment of the tenant that he was a slave, 
and the rendition of a pepper-corn as an evidence 
of it. The product of the tenant’s labor was left 
for his own support. The system of debts affords 
no such indulgences. Its true policy is to devise 
objects of expense, and to draw the greatest pos- 
sible sum from the people in the least visible mode. 
It boasts not of economizing in calls upon the peo- 

le for contributions. It boasts not of economizing 
in the objects of expenditure. It consults the obe- 
dience, and not the applnees of the people. There 
is no device which facilitates the system of ex- 
pense and debts so much asa Navy. And he de- 
clared, trom that consideration, he should value 
his liberty at a lower price than he now did, if the 
policy of a permanent Naval Establishment should 
obtain in the United States. 

He saw another strong objection to the estab- 
lishment of a Navy. He deemed it a hostage to 
its tull value for our good behaviour to the great 
naval Powers, until it should be able to contend 
with them for the ocean. It will increase rather 
than lessen our dependence upon them. 

With respect to the other considerations, their 
utility in affording an additional security for the 
collection of the revenue, he should make but one 
observation. When revenue is laid, the expense 
of the machinery employed in the collection is 
the primary consideration. These vessels may, 
therefore, be considered us a sheriffs, but of 
the most expensive order. They will be an ad- 
ditional cost of at least twenty per centum upon 
the whole revenue collected. The expense in- 


curred, therefore, will exceed the security afford- 
ed, and of course ought not to be incurred. 

Upon the whole, if these considerations were 
not sufficient to induce the House to negative the 
bill, he conceived the impressions produced upon 
his own mind by them would furnish a justifica- 
tion for his opposition. He said, if the bill should 
pass, he should, however, find a consolation in a 
consciousness of his own fallibility, and a respect 
for the opinions of the majority who advocated 
it; but, impressed as he was with the subject, he 
felt it a duty, as far as he could, to give a veto to 
the measure. 

Mr. W. Smira remarked, that though it was not 
probable any proselytes were to be expected at 
this late period of the business, and after so ample 
a discussion as the question had received in its 
different — yet he considered it necessary to 
make a reply to some of the various objections 
which had just been made to the passing of the 
bill. Many of those objections appeared to him 
totally inapplicable to the subject, which he should 

ss over in silence. If it were the design of the 

ouse to incur a vast expense in the establish- 
ment of a Navy, merely for the idle purposes of 
vain parade, there would be force in some of the 
objections; but, as this was not the case, and as 
the measure was a measure not of choice, but of 
ee extorted by the pressure of unavoidable 
events, he did not feel their force in any respect. 
The question was, simply whether our commerce 
required protection against the Algerine corsairs, 
and whether this was the best mode of protection. 
The first part of the question was admitted on all 
sides. For himself, he had always considered the 
second equally clear. But in the course of the 
discussion, various difficulties had been started 
against the mode of protection, and various sub- 
stitutes had been proposed, as offering a remedy 
more prompt, more effectual, and less expensive. 
He would first consider the proposed substitutes 
fora naval armament, and then answer the ob- 
jections to it. The substitutes were: Ist. To pur- 
chase a peace of the Algerines. 2d. To depend 
on Portugal breaking her truce with Algiers, and 
shutting up their cruisers within the Straits. 34d. 
To pass commercial regulations against Great 
Britain. 4th. To subsidize other nations to pro- 
tect our commerce. 4 

To these several substitutes, he might, in a few 
words, object that the first was impracticable, the 
secund precarious, the third inoperative, and the 
fourth dishonorable. But he would, more in de- 
tail, evince their futility by a few observations : 

lst. With respect to the purchase of a peace. 
The late communications must satisfy every one 
who had attended to them, that all hope on that 
score must be abandoned, unless there was a ma- 
nifestation of some force on the part of this coun- 
try, which might give effect to pacific negotia- 
tions. As long as our vessels were so easy and so 
tempting a prey to the cupidity of those rovers, it 
would be vain to expect that they would sell a 
peace for any thing like the price which the Go- 
vernment would be willing to give, or that a peace, 
even if effected, would be of any duration. If the 
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Executive formerly experienced such difficulties 
when the Algerines had captured only one or two 
of our vessels, and their cruisers were confined to 
the Mediterranean by the Portuguese squadron, 
how much less prospect was there of success after 
they had captured a considerable number of our 
ships, were likely to capture many more, and were 
at liberty to cruise in the Atlantic, even to our 
very coasts? And that little a ct of success 
would be diminished, when the Dey of Algiers 
should understand that we took no measures to 
protect our trade, and were afraid of the expense 
of a small armament. Even should a peace be 
purchased, the temptation to break it would be so 
reat, that we ought not to expect it would be 
ong observed. But if the Dey knew that we had 
some naval strength, and were resolved to protect 
our trade, he would find his account not only in 
making peace with us, but in maintaining it. 
2d. To rely on the chance of Portugal breaking 
her truce, was putting our commerce and the 
liberty of our seamen on a very precarious footing 
indeed. It was impossible to say how long Portu- 
| might continue at peace wit ee E and it 
d been remarked, that the truce had been ac- 
complished by the intervention of the British and 
Spanish Courts, without the knowledge or assent 
of Portugal; but Mr. S. was persuaded the latter 
art of this allegation was without foundation. 
ortugal must have consented to it, and it was 
therefore probable she would maintain peace with 
Algiers as long as the policy of the British Court, 
with whom she was clearly connected, should 
dictate. 
3d. It was proposed to put a stop to the depre- 
dations of the Algerines by certain commercial 
restrictions aimed at Great Britain. Admitting, 
fora moment, the ultimate efficacy of these re- 
strictions, which, like a panacea, were to cure all 
our ills, the remedy must be very remote. These 
regulations could not pass into a law till the close 
of the session, allowing a moderate time for their 
discussion in both Houses. A distant period must 
then be assigned for their operation, in order not 
to create too sudden and violent a disturbance to 
the course of trade, and to allowa reasonable time 
to merchants to make their arrangements. A 
certain time must, then, elapse before their effect 
would be felt by Great Britain, and a still further 
time before it could be felt, by a kind of re-action, 
by Algiers. In the interim, the Algerines would 
seize our vessels, and carry hundreds of our fel- 
low-citizens into captivity. 
4th. The last substitute was, to subsidize other 
nations. Besides the national dishonor of de- 
pending upon others for that protection which was 
in our own power, Mr. S. said there were several 
objections to this project. Either the nations in 
contemplation were at peace with the Regency of 
Algiers, or they were not: if the former, it was 
not to be expected that they would relinquish 
that peace for any indemnification the United 
States could make them. If they were at war, 
they had sufficient inducement to check the de- 
redations of their enemies without our subsidies. 
n addition to these objections, such a protection 


would be hazardous, as it would be at any time in 
the power of the nation we should employ, when 
engaged thereto by any Power envious of our 
lege to conclude a truce with Algiers, and 
eave us at the mercy of her corsairs. 

Having a navy of our own, we might co-operate 
to advantage with any of the Powers at present at 
war with the Algerines, but it would be risking 
too much to depend altogether on any of them. 

Mr. S. next reviewed the principal objections 
to the bill. These were, he said, lst. That the 
force contemplated was incompetent. 2d. That 
sending an armed force on the ocean would be the 
means of involving us in a war with some of the 
maritime Powers. 3d. That we had no friendly 
ports in Europe, which our frigates could resort 
to for supplies or refitment. 4th. That the ex- 
pense would exceed the object to be protected. 
Sth. That our trade would be deprived of the sea- 
men required to man the frigates. 6th. That it 
was now so late in the season we could not pro- 
tect our’ vessels the ensuing Summer, and that 
some favorable events might occur before the fri- 
gates could be equipped, which would render them 
unnecessary. 7th. That this was the beginning 
of a Naval Establishment, which would hereafter 
involve this country in immense debts and mari- 
time wars. 

ist. To the first objection, Mr. S. replied that 
he was surprised those gentlemen who deemed 
the number of frigates inadequate to the object, 
had never proposed to increase the quantum of 
force; though this objection had been re-echoed 
by several gentlemen, none of them had thought 

roper to move an augmentation of the strength. 

he only motion of that nature had proceeded 
from a quarter which had been always friendly to 
the measure. From the documents on the table, 
and from the diligent inquiries of a large com- 
mittee, the force contemplated by the bill did, 
however, appear inadequate. The number and 
strength of the Algerine corsairs had been pretty 
nearly ascertained ; it had been stated, from 
authority, that these vessels were slight, and that 
they did not cruise in fleets, but scattered, for the 
—— of plunder. It also appeared that a smaller 

orce than ours had been successfully employed by 

Portugal in blocking up the Straits. 

2d. The second objection arose from the danger 
of being involved in a war. It had been said that 
some of the maritime Powers, whose interest it 
was that our commerce should suffer from these 
piratical depredations, would see with displeasure 
our armed vessels on the ocean, and would insult 
them; and that our officers would resent such in- 
sults, and thus draw us into a war. If there were 
any nation sO anxious to go to war with us, as 
this objection supposes, they would be at no loss 
for pretexts without this. If, while we were ex- 
ercising so just, lawful, and necessary a right as 
that of using the only means in our power of pro- 
tecting our commerce from ruin, and our fellow- 
citizens from a most dreadful captivity, any nation 
should wickedly and wantonly interfere, and mo- 
lest our frigates, it would show such a disposition 
to quarrel with us, and be such an act of hostility, 
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as would justify war on our part. Whatever na- 
tion it might be, he should view such an aggres- 
sion as the effect of a predetermined hostility, and 
should not hesitate a moment to consider them as 
much our enemies as the Algerines themselves. 
But this armament would furnish so little pre- 
tence for any danger of this kind, that he viewed 
all such terrors as chimerical. Indeed, it was 
somewhat strange, that these apprehensions should 
have been suggested by gentlemen who consi- 
dered commercial restrictions particularly directed 
at Great Britain as of a most pacific tendency. If 
irritating measures, pointedly directed at Great 
Britain, were not likely to excite a hostile spirit 
in her, much less was it to be expected that mea- 
sures of unavoidable necessity against the Alge- 
rine pirates, would excite that spirit. 

3d. It had been clearly shown that there were 
many convenient friendly ports to which our ves- 
sels of war should have access. Spain, Portugal, 
and France, had been mentioned. It was not pro- 
bable we should be at war with all those Powers 
at the same time. Being at peace with them all, 
we had a right to expect a friendly admission into 
their ports. A state of war would undoubtedly 
present many difficulties, but even in that event, 
the proposed measure did not appear less indis- 
pensable. 

4th. The expense had been strongly urged as a 
weighty objection. Mr. 8. observed, that the sav- 
ing in insurance, the value of our ships and car- 
goes, the ransom of our captive seamen, was more 
than an offset against this iten. But was not the 
slavery of our fellow-citizens, the national dis- 
grace resulting from it, to be taken into the ac- 
count? These were, in his mind, considerations 
beyond all calculation. Who could, after reading 
the affecting narratives of Captain Penrose and 
the other unfortunates, sit down contented with 
cold calculations and dry syllogisms? These nar- 
ratives ought to excite every possible exertion, not 
only to procure the release of the captured, but to 
prevent an increase of the number of these un- 
happy victims. This could only be effected by 
the proposed measure ; it was the only practicable 
mode of obtaining a peace, which would insure 
the release of the captives, and of preventing the 
capture of others. ere the expense, therefore, 
double the sum proposed, he, for one, would not 
hesitate to vote for it. 

5th. It had been alleged, that depriving our 
merchant vessels of the seamen requisite to man 
the frigates, would be a serious injury to our trade. 
No further answer was necessary to this objec- 
tion, than barely to remark, that the injury was 
not to be put in competition with the loss of sea- 
men by slavery in Algiers, or by desertion from 
merchant ships, so unprotected and exposed. 

6th. The lateness of the season had furnished 
another objection. Mr. S. asked whose fault it 
was, that this measure had not been adopted soon- 
er? The members whose opinions coincided with 
his, and himself had urged the necessity of it near 
three months ago, but the persevering opposition 
it had encountered, and the intervention and dis- 
cussion of the commercial regulations had pro- 
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tracted it to the present period. Late as it is, 
however, it is still necessary, and the best expedi- 
ent which has been suggested. The very circum- 
stance of preparation for naval defence, would fa- 
cilitate our negotiation for peace, and would en- 
courage our seamen to remain in our service. He 
wished it always to be understood, that he did not 
rely solely on the efficacy of this armament. He 
still looked forward to a negotiation, and was 
ready to provide the most ample means for that 
purpose; but he was at the same time satisfied 
that the first measure must accompany the latter, 
as the one would be nugatory without the other. 

7th. The dangers resulting from a large Navy 
Establishment, and the immense debts they have 
created in other countries, had been depicted, and 
the House had been warned against such evils, 
How a bill providing six frigates, which were to 
exist only during the war with Algiers, could ex- 
cite an apprehension of a large and permanent 
navy, and an enormous debt, Mr. S. said he was 
at a loss to discover. The clause which author- 
ized the PresipDENT, in the event of a peace with 
the Regency of Algiers, to discontinue the arma- 
ment, was a complete answer to all the reasoning 
which had been indulged on the subject of navies 
and debts. Admitting there had been no such 
clause, he did not feel the weight or applicability 
of the reasoning. 

This country is peculiarly fitted for a navy: 
abounding in all kinds of naval resources, we have 
within ourselves those means which other mari- 
time nations were obliged to obtain from abroad. 
The nature of our situation, and the navigating 
disposition of a considerable proportion of our citi- 
zens, evince still more the propriety of some Na- 
val Establishment. Perhaps the country is not 
yet mature for such an establishment, to any great 
extent; but he believed the period was not far 
distant, when it would. Sweden, with a popula- 
tion not greater than that of the United States, 
and with more slender resources, maintained a 
large navy. He saw no reason why the United 
States, with an increasing population, much indi- 
vidual wealth, and considerable national resources, 
might not, without ruin, do as much, or why the 
equipment of a squadron, inferior to that of any 
of the petty nations of Italy, should involve us in 
an insupportable expense. 

Having replied to the principal objections against 
the bill, Mr. S. said, though he did not suppose 
that any arguments of that day would change @ 
single vote, yet, as a formal and lengthy opposi- 
tion had been made, he wished to aeons that he 
did not rely upon a majority, and that he would 
never give his assent to a measure which did not. 
in his opinion, rest on the basis of good policy and 
propriety. He viewed this measure as resting on 
that basis; he trusted it would produce the good 
effects which its friends anticipated, and that, as 
he was confident it would be supported by a ma- 
jority of that House, he had little doubt that 't 
would be sanctioned by the approbation of their 
constituents ; but that, even were he persuaded It 
would be attended with some of the mischiets 
which its opponents had predicted, he should still 
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deem himself warranted in supporting it asa thing 
irresistibly and loudly called for by the urgency of 
existing circumstances. 

Mr. Gixes, in reply to Mr. W. Smirn, remarked, 
that, having just presented the outlines of his opin- 
ion upon this subject to the House, he intend- 
ed not to have troubled the House with any fur- 
ther observations; but the gentleman last up had 
thrown an imputation upon the humanity of the 
opposers of the bill, which required an answer. 

he gentleman has triumphantly asked, “ Who 
can read the representations of the unfortunate 
captives at Algiers, without giving their assent to 
the bill?” This question is answered by another: 
Who can read the representations of the unfortu- 
nate captives at Algiers, and give an assent to 
the bill? The bill contains essentially a declara- 
tion of war. The means it provides, are for re- 
sistance, not for conquest. The gentleman calls 
upon our humanity to ameliorate the condition of 
the captives, by a declaration of war against a 
barbarian, without furnishing any means which 
could operate upon his personal fears ; or, perhaps, 
the gentleman conceives that, after the frigates 
shall have performed wonders upon the water, 
they would leave the element, boldly march upon 
the land, and break the chains of the prisoners. 
This is assigning a new office to the frigates, and 
if Mr. G. thought they possessed the ability to ex- 
= it, he would give his hearty assent to the 

ill. 

But might it not, with more reason and proba- 
bility, be concluded, that a declaration of war, un- 
der such circumstances, would irritate the barba- 
rians and furnish additional misery to the unfor- 
tunate prisoners? In the expedient of purchasing 
a peace, which is the substitute he relied upon, the 
redemption of the captives will almost necessaril 
constitute a part of the negotiation. Mr. G. said, 
the gentleman, on this subject, appeared to have 
forgotten the whole connexion between cause and 
effect, and to have disdained all comparison of the 
means to the end. He believed, if ever there was 
a measure involving great political consequences, 
which owed its existence to passion, without one 
effort of calculation, as far, at least,as it related to 
its ostensible object, it was the measure contem- 
plated by the bill now before the House. 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and it was resolved in the affirmative— 
yeas 50, nays 39, as follows: 


Yxas.—Messrs. Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias 
Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lam- 
bert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua 
Coit, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, George Hancock, James 
Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
William Lyman, Francis Malbone, Peter Muhlenberg, 
William Vans Murray, Josiah Parker, Thomas Scott, 
Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Silas 
Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
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Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
Watts, and Richard Winn. 

Naxs.—Messrs. Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Bald- 
win, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Chris- 
tie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, 
William Barry Grove, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, John Hunter, William Irvine, Matthew 
Locke, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicho- 
las, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Francis Preston, John 
Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benja- 
min Williams, Paine Wingate, and Joseph Winston. 

Resolved, That the title of the said bill be, “An 
an act to provide a naval armament.” 

Mr. Wi.uiaM Smita, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill making certain altera- 
tions in the act for establishing the Judicial Courts, 
and altering the time of holding certain Courts; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for the relief of Stephen Paranque; 
which was read twice, and committed. 





Tuespay, March 11. 


A memorial of Leighton Wood, junior, Joseph 
Stretch, and Joshua Dawson, in behalf of them- 
selves and other clerks in the Treasury Depart- 
ment, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing that they may receive such compensation, in 
addition to the salaries allowed them by law, as 
may be deemed equitable and proper, to reim- 
burse the extraordinary expenses they incurred in 
the discharge of their official duties during the 
late calamity in the city of veeereen where 
they remained at the great personal hazard of 
themselves and families. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Tracy, Mr. Monraomery, and Mr. WiL- 
LIAMS; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

Mr. Dearzorn, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for erecting a light-house on the 
Island of Seguin, in the District of Maine; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act to erect a light-house on the head-land of Cape 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocracock Island, 
in the State of North Carolina;” to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. The said 
bill was read twice, and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill to provide for the 
defence of certain ports and harbors in the United 
States; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made seve- 
ral amendments thereto; which were severally 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 
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Mr. Manison, from the committee to whom 
were referred the petitions of the clerks in seve- 
ral of the Executive Departments of Government, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee of the Whole 
House on Thursday last, to the bill making fur- 
ther provision for the expenses attending the in- 
tercourse of the United States with foreign na- 
tions; and, the same being twice read, was, on the 
question put paerep om agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 





Wepnespay, March 12. 


An engrossed bill to provide for the defence of 
certain ports and harbors in the United States, 
was set the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill making further provision for 
the expenses attending the intercourse of the Unit- 
ed States with foreign nations, was read the third 
time. and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Segate have come to a resolution, “That 
the Presippent oF THE Unirep Srares be re- 
quested to transmit to the Executives of the seve- 
ral States, copies of the article of amendment 
proposed by Congress to be added to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, respecting the Judi- 
cial power ;” to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and, the same being read, was agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Establishment 
of the United States, for the year 1794; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made an amendment thereto; 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Samvet Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed to consider and report on the propriety of 
remitting the duty on imported bar iron, in certain 
cases, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Speech of 
the Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares as respects 
arms and military stores, magazines, and arsenals; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said re- 

rt under consideration, and come to several reso- 

utions thereupon; which were severally twice 
read, amended, and agreed to by the House, as 
follow: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to direct two arsenals and magazines, 
with the necessary buildings, to be erected in proper 
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situations, to accommodate the Southern States; and 
that the arsenals and magazines at Springfield, in Mas- 
sachusetts, and Carlisle, in Pennsylvania, be repaired ; 
and that a sum not exceeding fifty-nine thousand do}- 
lars be provided for that purpose. 

Resolved, That a national armory be erected, and 
that a superintendent, and two master armorers, be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, to sy. 
perintend the same. That so many persons may, from 
time to time, be employed therein, as the Secretary for 
the Department of War may judge necessary ; and that 
asum not exceeding twenty-two thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-five dollars be provided for defraying the 
expense thereof. 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding one hundred 
and forty-three thousand six hundred and forty dollars, 
be provided, for the purpose of purchasing an additional! 
quantity of arms and ammunition. 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Firzsi- 
mons, Mr. Goopuug, Mr. Jeremian Wapsworru, 
Mr. Forrest, Mr. Masong, Mr. Bouptnor, Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Macon, Mr. Winn, Mr. Gitmay, 
Mr. Warts, Mr. Orr, Mr. Batpwin, Mr. Israni 
Smith, Mr. Larimer, and Mr. Dayron, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 

A Message was received from the Presipent 
or THE Unirep Srares, with translations of two 
Letters from the Commissioners of His Catholic 
Majesty to the Secretary of State and of their en- 
closures. 

The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 


NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


Mr. Sepewick, after some prefatory remarks, 
offered the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That there be raised, armed, and equipped, 
fifteen regiments of auxiliary troops, to consist of one 
thousand men, rank and file, each, with the proper 
officers. 

Resolved, That the commissioned officers thereof be 
appointed as other officers of the United States, and 
that the non-commissioned officers and privates be en- 
listed for the term of two years; and, with this condi- 
tion, that if war should break out within that time be- 
tween the United States and any foreign European 
Power, they shall be bound to serve for the term of 
three years, after the commencement of the war, if the 
same shall so long continue. 

Resolved, That, in case of such war, the officers ot 
the said regiments shall be entitled to the like pay and 
subsistence, and to equal rank and command, with the 
officers of the present Military Establishment of the 
United States; but, except in such case, shall be enti- 
tled to pay only for the time they shall actually attend 
on the days of training and exercise, hereafter men- 
tioned. 

Resolved, That each non-commissioned officer and 
private shall, by virtue of his enlistment, be entitled to 
a bounty, consisting of a suit of clothes per annum, of 
the value of twelve dollars, and shall also be entitled to 
a compensation of half a dollar per day, for each day 
he shall assemble for the purpose of training or exer- 
cising ; which, except in case of war with some foreign 
European Power, shali not exceed twenty-four days in 
one year; and, in that case, each non-commissioned 
officer and private shall be entitled to the same pay and 
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rations, and shall be subject to the same rules and regu- 
lations, as the other troops of the United States. 

Resolved, That the said regiments shall be furnished 
with arms and accoutrements at the expense of the 
United States, to be returned at the expiration of their 
term of service. 

Resolved, That revenues by taxes or duties, compe- 
tent to the purpose of defraying the expense of raising 
and paying the said troops, be provided. 

Resolved, That, within two years and six months 
after the time which shall be prescribed by law for be- 
ginning to enlist the said troops, if no war shall in the 
mean time break out with any foreign European Power, 
the regiments aforesaid shall be abolished and cease. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized, if in his judgment the safety or welfare 
of the United States shall require it, to lay an embargo, 
generally or particularly, upon ships in the ports or har- 
bors of the United States, for a term not exceeding, at 
any one time, forty days; and also to prohibit, for a like 
term, generally or particularly, the exportation of com- 
modities from the United States; and such embargo or 
prohibition to continue, from time to time, until the ex- 
piration of fourteen days after the commencement of 
the session of Congress next ensuing the present. 

Mr. Sepewick remarked, that his object was 
the preservation of peace; but as peace may not 
always be in our power, it may be necessary to 
prepare for the contrary event, war: and, in this 
event, something like the measure he proposed 
would, he believed, be found necessary. His reso- 
lutions contemplate giving a bounty of twelve dol- 
lars per annum, in a suit of clothes, to each private 
and non-commissioned officer. This, he believed, 
would be found sufficient encouragement to enlist, 
and half a dollar to each on the days of muster he 
thought also sufficient. This might, indeed, at first 
view, be thought high pay, but not so if it is con- 
sidered that the mustering would be an inconve- 
nient interruption in the ordinary labor of the men, 
which should be compensated for. There might, 
at first sight, be thought to be an inconsistency in 
his resolutions. which he would, to prevent mis- 
apprehension, explain. In one part of them the 
men are said to be enlisted for two years, and then 

ain it is expressed, that two years and six months 
after their enlistment the regiments are to be dis- 
banded: the six months are considered as neces- 
sary for collecting the force, and two years their 
term of service; which is not too long, consider- 
ing the situation of Europe. This force, organized 
in the manner proposed, will always be prepared 
to present a firm countenance in any point of our 
territory on which an attack may be made. He 
believed, however, that the experience of Great 
Britain, during the late war, would prevent them 
from making any attempts on our territory; he 
believed it not in the power of any nation to con- 

uer America, or to dismember it, and possess 
themselves of any section of it. 

There is another object, besides defence, to 
which the force contemplated would be equal. 
The European Power to which the resolutions 

oint, now entertains hopes of conquest in the 
est Indies, as an indemnification for the expen- 
ses of the war in which they are engaged. At all 
times, their Colonial possessions in this country, 





now the Independent United States, were dear to 
them, and would be doubly dear as the means of 
a their profitable Dominions in the West 
Indies. He hoped that the thirst for conquest 
would never direct the Councils of America; but, 
if we are unfortunately to be driven to the car- 
nage of war, it will be necessary to wound our 
enemy where he is most vulnerable. The reso- 
lutions would, he hoped, undergo a temperate dis- 
cussion. When possessed of the force contem- 
plated, the adjacent rich Dominions of the nation, 
whose policy injures us, can easily be struck, and 
the wound will certainly be severely felt. This 
impending blow will render that Power cautious; 
they will reflect on the danger of rousing the re- 
sentment of a country so capable of retaliating 
with vigor. These were the objects he had in 
view by his resolutions. Objections to them would 
arise; the jealousy which Republicans bear to 
standing armies might be mentioned with some 
weight; a militia would be pointed at as the surest 
defence. They certainly are so, to a certain ex- 
tent; the opinion of their efficacy operated to so 
great a length before our Revolution, that it per- 
haps in a degree injured us: but experience is the 
surest guide. A militia must be abandoned as a 
means of retaliation. The terms of embodying 
militia are so short, that by the time they have 
become a competent and effective force they must 
be disbanded, and then nothing but force can de- 
tain them in the field, and the country is left na- 
ked and unprotected. Besides, their wages, of 
necessity, are greater in time of war than those 
of regular troops, and the want of discipline occa- 
sions them to commit a great waste on the pro- 
perty of their fellow-citizens, besides a waste of 
ublic property. As long as we depend on a mi- 
itia alone for repelling foreign injury short of a 
direct attack on our territory, European nations 
will not consider us as able to retaliate, and assert 
our rights. But the scheme proposed will make 
us more formidable. And as, unless necessity 
compels, these troops may remain in the bosom 
of society, and scattered throughout the country, 
it is impossible that they should be formidable to 
the liberties of the people; it is impossible that 
they should have feelings different from those of 
the community. 

One more observation he would make. When 
he considered the subject in his own mind, two 
desiderata appeared to him necessary to be united; 
the organization of an active force with as much 
speed as possible, and affording protection with 
the least possible expense. It might not be im- 
proper to state, as far as he was able, the probable 
amount of the expense of the proposed establish- 
ment: he had made a little calculation. The regi- 
ment is to consist of 1,000 privates: this number is 
purposely large, that the expense of officers might 
be less; one sergeant-major, and fifty sergeants, to 
each regiment, would make the whole number of 
non-commissioned officers and privates 1,051 men. 
These, at twelve dollars for the suit of clothes per 
annum, would make the expense in this article 
$12,612; and the twenty-four muster days, at half 
a dollar a day, an equal sum, in all $25,224; which, 
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multiplied by 15, the number of regiments, gives 
a total of $378,440. He had not accurately ascer- 
tained the amount of the officers’ pay, but believed 
it would be $14,820; making in the whole $393,260 
per annum; the whole expense of the proposed 
auxiliary or provisional troops. He called them 
auxiliary, in reference to the 5,000 regulars which 
now belong to the Military Establishment of the 
United States, with which we should be able to 
bring 20,000 men into the field, a number com- 
petent to any purpose for which they would be 
wanted. 

The resolutions contemplate, as a probable con- 
tingency, the propriety of laying an embargo on 
American vessels, and prohibiting the exportation 
of the produce of the United States. If such an 
embargo shall be necessary, the operation can be 
better performed by the Presipenr than by the 
Legislature. In a body as numerous as the Le- 

islature, it is impossible to keep a secret for any 
ength of time, and the delays which the neces- 
sary forms require would be such, that the effect 
of the measure would be lost before finally adopt- 
ed; for every ship, and all the produce which pos- 
sibly could, would immediately be put out of the 
reach of Government. 

The reasons on which this idea of an embargo 
are founded, are, that Great Britain cannot supply 
her West Indies except from the United States. 
If this is in any degree true in peaceable times, 
how much more powerfully must it operate now 
they have a considerable military force there to 
feed? In truth, without supplies from this coun- 
try, they must inevitably abandon a project—with 
them a favorite one—the conquest of the French 
West Indies. In this situation of affairs, he be- 
lieved it would be found proper to put into the 
hands of the Presipent a power to lay this em- 
bargo, and in a moment to prevent all supplies 
going to the West Indies. On great occasions, 
confidence must be reposed in the Executive; and 
the universal confidence in the present head of 
that Department, would prevent all fears of its 
being abused in his hands. When we are once in 
the situation contemplated by the resolutions of- 
fered, and if we are then obliged to exert the 
means in our power for our defence, (but he hoped 
we should not be impelled to this disagreeable ne- 
cessity,) we can speak a manly language to any 
one who may attempt to injure or insult us. He 
was persuaded, that if a country does not respect 
iteelf. it will not be respected by other nations; 
that if a nation is not vigilant in guarding their 
rights, they soon will have no rights to guard; if 
they receive insults and injuries with impunity, 
they will suffer injuries and insults without end. 
This is not the time for feeble measures. A manly 
conduct ought to be pursued—a conduct worthy 
of our brave and honorable constituents; they 
have strength bravely to assert, and resources to 
vindicate their rights. He did not wish the Go- 
vernment to hold any language to intimidate: we 
should tell the belligerent Powers that we can 
make reasonable allowances for a state of war, 
but are not to be imposed on. Such firm language, 
backed by our means of forcing respect, by with- 
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holding supplies necessary to them in the prose- 
cution of a darling object, and by an active force 
ready to strike in a vulnerable quarter. must be 
heard, and have its due weight. 

He next turned his attention to the source from 
which funds may be drawn for the execution of 
the plan proposed, and expressed a firm reliance 
on the patriotism of the people of America, who, 
he believed, would cheerfully submit and con- 
tribute in any manner which Congress might 
judge proper, in support of their rights, and to 
vindicate their national honor. He adverted to 
some observations which fell a few days since 
from Mr. Lee, which he said did honor to that 
gentleman; but he could not agree with him in 
thinking that a land tax was immediately neces- 
sary. He believed it as yet unnecessary to touch 
that great resource; and, if it is unnecessary, it is 
not expedient. If it must be recurred to, how- 
ever, he believed the people had virtue and patri- 
otism enough to submit without murmuring. 

He sonatonen by observing, that the nation of 
whose treatment we have a right to complain, 
viewing our resources, will reflect seriously on 
the consequence of imposing any further injuries, 
and for their own interest’s sake, will pursue a dif- 
ferent line of conduct, which will permit us to 
continue in a state of tranquility and friendly in- 
tercourse with them. 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 





Txurspay, March 13. 


An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Establishment of the Unit- 
ed States, for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, was read the third time and 
passed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of fixing buoys on cer- 
tain rocks lying off the harbor of New London, in 
the State of Connecticut, and Providence river, in 
the State of Rhode Island; and that Mr. Corr, 
Mr. Bensamin Bourne, and Mr. Cops, be the said 
committee. 

The House again resolved itself intoa Commit 
tee of the Whole House on the Report of the Se- 
cretary of State on the privileges and restrictions 
on the commerce of the United States in foreign 
countries ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States,” to 
which they desire the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to provide for the erecting and re- 
pairing of arsenals and magazines, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice and committed. 





Fripay, March 14. 


_ The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
in addition to the act for the punishment of certain 
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crimes against the United States,” was read twice 
and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act allowing to Major General Lafayette his pay 
and emoluments while in the service of the United 
States ;” to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 


COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House again resolved into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary 
of State on the privileges and restrictions on the 
commerce of the United States in foreign coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Hart ey said: I am exceedingly sorry that 
this resolution has been pressed upon us at this 
time, as I hold it would be improper now to adopt 
it. If we have a war, which is highly probable, 
the trade will be cut off between these States and 
Great Britain, and no regulations will be necessa- 
ry. I am sure noone will say that this resolution, 
in case of a war, would be an useful or necessary 
ingredient for our defence. The aggressions have 
been, so far, totally on the part of Great Britain. 
As a nation, we may have a right to pass the re- 
solution; but as its consequences are uncertain, 
and as this may be considered as an act tending to 
meet Great Britain in hostility, I am not for pass- 
ing it at present. The enormities of the British 
lately, upon the high seas, in seizing the vessels 
and citizens of America, amount to piracy and rob- 
bery, and are against the law of nations. They 
would justify an immediate declaration of war. 
Prudence may, however, forbid it for the moment. 
We should go on with our preparations for war, 
and fall upon effectual measures for our protection. 
These ought to draw our attention. There is still 
a possibility of preserving peace. We should ad- 
here to a neutrality until war is inevitable. Let 
the causes of the war arise from Great Britain. 
Let us do no act which will throw an imputation 
upon us. If the aggressions on the part of Great 
Britain should be continued, or satisfaction not be 
made for the past, we may be necessarily involved 
in war, and we ought to be thinking on the most 
effectual means to carry it on. 

The French Republic expresses herself friendly 
to the United States. We should not be backward 
in making return for any of her good offices to- 
wards us, provided our acts do not infringe the 
principles of neutrality. I believe it to be the de- 
sire of this country to preserve the neutrality ; 
and, so far as I can Shite even the French Repub- 
lic do not wish us to be involved in war. 

We have been insulted and injured by Great 
Britain in almost every part of the globe. Gene- 
rous minds would be willing to forget former in- 
juries, but the late conduct of that nation will 
force us to hate her. I still would wish to avoid 
a war; but if we are forced into one, and should 
be unanimous, Great Britain may find us in a bet- 
ter situation than she at presentimagines. To the 
Eastward there is an armed militia of 170,000 
men ; and, in general, throughout the States, men 
will be found to act against a common enemy. 


ree of the United States. 


and it had not changed since. 
ject in a political point of light, the resolutions are 





Nay, if we are unanimous, from our situation, we 
have little to fear from European combinations. 
This resolution, if passed by a small majority, 
would show a division in this country; whereas, 
in measures at this time, we ought to be as unani- 
mous as possible. There is no necessity for the re- 
solution. My vote, by some, may be considered as 
unpopular ; but I shall do my duty, and am well 
convinced that my immediate constituents will 


approve of my conduct. 


_ Mr. Smrrn, of 8. C., next arose. He had felt 


as keenly the injuries which Great Britain had 


inflicted on us, as any one on the floor of Congress, 
but had hitherto been silent, as the public mind, 
both in and out of doors, was sufficiently inflamed, 
and required rather to be allayed than further irri- 
tated. When the Committee were last on the sub- 


ject of these resolutions, the country was in a very 


different situation from what it is now; the com- 
mercial relation of the two nations did not call for 
them ; he then and still held the opinion, that 
commercial and political grievances should not be 
confounded. On that occasion, therefore, he had 
avoided adverting to the political conduct of the 
British; he considered only their conduct in a 
commercial point of view, and, in this light, judged 
the propositions by no means advisable. As opera- 
tive on our commercial intercourse with that 
country in time of peace, they will only be an in- 


jury to ourselves, and will affect materially those 


States where manufactures have not made any 
great progress, and who have the more bulky arti- 
cles for exports. This was his opinion of their 
tendency when they were first brought forward, 
Viewing the sub- 


by no means sufficiently energetic ; both as a peace 
measure or a war measure, they are equally im- 
proper. 

When the resolutions were first before the Com- 
mittee, he had entertained hopes that negotiations 
with Great Britain, or the events of the European 
war, would have worked some change in the po- 
litical conduct of that country, which would ena- 
ble us to preserve a strict neutrality and avert the 
horrors of war from our peaceful shores. War is 
agreatevil. The people, from one end of the Con- 
tinent to the other, show that they prize neutral- 
ity, and the unanimous approbation of the pacific 
measures adopted by the Presipent, show that 
peace is the wish of the Representatives of the 
nation. As long, therefore, as a gleam of hope 
existed of our being able, by means of negotiation, 
to keep up a good understanding with Great Bri- 
tain, so long he was opposed to every measure 
which might tend to interrupt the tranquility. 
But he was sorry to find, that far from receiving 
the expected satisfaction, aggressions have been 
heaped on us with tenfold aggravation. We should, 
then, reflect on measures proper to guard us against 
them. The resolutions before the Committee are 
not caleulated, he conceived, to produce this effect; 
other much more efficient means can certainly be 
devised. The Legislature should turn their atten- 
tion to measures of greater energy; they should 
attend to the immediate defence of the seacoast, 
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the organization of troops, and the means of pro- 
curing a revenue to nerve the sinewsof war. At 
present, our commerce yields almost all the reve- 
nue that flows into our public coffers. If that 
commerce is interrupted by a war, we should de- 
vise a substitute. A land tax or stamps must be 
recurred to—a revenue from some source other 
than commerce must be secured. It was his wish 
to forbear entering into any measures that had a 
hostile appearance until the country is placed in 
a state of defence, and’ the means of revenue are 
so organized as to put us out of danger. 

When the subject of the resolutions were first 
before the House, he forbore making any mention 
of the detention of our posts, the depredations on 
our commerce in the European seas, and the pira- 
cies of the Algerines, because negotiations were 
then pending of which he hoped a favorable issue, 
but he owned he was disappointed in his expecta- 
tions. With respect, however, to the Algerines, 
though the annoyance we suffer from that quar- 
ter is an effect of the unfriendly disposition of the 
British towards us, yet their conduct in that can- 
not be construed into direct hostility; and we 
should, therefore, content ourselves with protect- 
ing our commerce against those pirates by a naval 
armament, or purchase a peace. The resolutions 
before the Committee, considering the critical 
state of affairs, are not only too inefficient, but too 
tardy in their operation. They cannot be intend- 
ed to operate on this Spring’s importation, nor, in- 
deed, upon the importations of the Fall; for, before 
this time, orders are given, and they cannot be 
meant to operate so early, because they would 
have an ex post facto tendency. They are, then, 
to operate upon the importations this time twelve- 
month. So feeble and remote an operation cannot 
answer any good purpose. Why proceed in regu- 
lating our commerce, when the commerce is to be 
saved from annihilation? He was sorry the House 
did not think proper to go first into the question of 
an embargo. No doubt this wasa question of pri- 
mary importance; but he believed it would not 
produce that shock to the commercial interest that 
some gentlemen feared; as the question was not 
to lay an embargo, but to empower the Prest- 
DENT to adopt such a measure, when he thought 
the exigency of affairs required it. 

Mr. 5S. took a view of the operation of the reso- 
lutions as manufactures are concerned, and en- 
deavored to show that either we—especially the 
Southern States—must do without many articles 
of necessity, that we are accustomed to receive 
from Great Britain, or pay an exorbitantly increas- 
ed price for them. He wished to know what rate 
of increase on the present duties was contemplated 
by the friends of the resolutions; and whether it 
was intended to increase the duties laid the other 
day, when on the subject of ways and means, on 
certain articles, still higher? The mover of these 
propositions, he observed, when he first brought 
them forward, openly declared that he did not 
wish the duties very high at first, but to raise them 
gradually. He was desirous of knowing whether 
the gentleman was of the same mind still, or 
whether he now contemplated prohibitory duties? 
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Some gentlemen thought they had discovered an 
inconsistency in the arguments of those opposed 
to the resolutions, because they maintained that 
they might accelerate war, and at the same time 
are not sufficiently energetic. The observations 
he believed just. The resolutions will have an 
irritating, and therefore hostile tendency, and yet 
they are perfectly impotent in effect in case of 
hostility. We have reason to contemplate a state 
of war; we should therefore exert ail our means 
to prepare for sucha state. We should fortify our 
harbors, raise a revenue, organize troops, and put 
ourselves in complete readiness, yet at the same 
time we should not hold irritating language. Let 
us hold out that we wish peace as long as peace 
can be preserved, and when war is unavoidable, 
not meet the event unprepared. He hoped the 
resolution would be negatived, as a measure inef- 
ficient in the present critical situation of affairs. 
and only tending to irritate aaenenenein?. 

Mr. Geum conceived that gentlemen built their 
opinions on an idea, that if we adopt this resolu- 
tion it is to prevent other measures from being 
taken. These resolutions he considered as power- 
ful auxiliaries to any other measure which it might 
be thought prudent to pursue. He proceeded to 
point out that the resolutions contemplated must 
have a useful tendency in the event of a war. If 
a war takes place, a termination to it must be ex- 
pected ; then this system will form the best ground 
of negotiation. Great Britain, ina negotiation for 
peace, would certainly be willing to give an equi- 
valent for any relaxation of the regulations meant 
to be established by the resolutions. In this single 
point of view, they undoubtedly are a very import- 
ant engine. The Executive is, by the Constitu- 
tion, empowered to make treaties; but the Legis- 
lature should put the nation in the best possibl 
state to negotiate them on advantageous terms. If 
we are to have war, the resolutions can, at any 
rate, do no harm, and at its termination, must pro- 
duce a great good. If we remain in a state of 
peace, he believed the first operation of the resolu- 
tions would be to increase the revenue; by degrees, 
only, the importation would be discouraged, and 
then a spur would be given to our manufactures. 
He enlarged on this idea, and dwelt further upon 
the peace operation of the resolutions. He believed 
there is as yet no deficiency in the revenue of the 
United States. If a deficiency shall take place, 
he would be ready to make it up. If our import- 
ations, and consequently our impost revenue, 
should decrease, our ability to pay taxes in another 
shape will increase in the same proportion. He 
next animadverted on observations which fell some 
days since from Mr. Leg, who, he said, had asserted 
generally that there appeared, within the walls of 
Congress, a disposition in some to violate the 
rights of a certain kind of property. He wished 
the gentleman more explicit as to the persons he 
referred to, and the expressions that warranted the 
belief he had expressed. [Mr.G. was interrupted 
and declared to be out of order. } 

Mr. Dexter said: The less love or hatred 
we have to foreign nations, the less fear of them 
will actuate our Councils. We should legislate 
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only for our own country. He made this ob- 
servation to introduce his principal objections to 
the resolutions, viz: that they discriminate be- 
tween foreign countries, because we hate the one 
and love the other, and tax our citizens to gratify 
those passions. This was his principal objection 
to the resolutions ; an objection that no alteration 
of circumstances could do away; an objection 
which rests on the immutable interest of this coun- 
try to be detached from foreign politics as much 
as possible. It is true, that though these resolu- 
tions were adopted, we should be able to adopt 
any other energetic measure; but he objected to 
wasting time on this, when more serious concerns 
call for our attention. If we were attacked by an 
assassin, should we spend our time in fixing our 
sword-knot or feather ; should we not rather think 
only of defending ourselves? Should we now 
spend time in discussing commercial theories ? 

he gentleman last up said, these resolutions 
would be important at the termination of a war. 
Surely, then, there is time enough to consider the 
ground we wish our commerce to stand on at the 
end of a war which is not yet declared. If weare 
engaged in a war, our commerce will not require 
to be regulated, and the passing these resolutions 
will be an obstacle to peace, rather than tend to 
secure to us advantages for their relaxation. Ano- 
ther consideration had weight on his mind. Why 
should we discriminate? Because one nation is 
hostile, and the other friendly? Strong as our 
partiality may be, where is that European nation 
that confers acts of kindness on us at the present 
time? He saw none that merited a return of good 
offices. 

If we are involved in a war with Great Britain, 
we shall not remain at peace with Spain; and as 
it is the drift of the resolutions to encourage the 
commerce of foreign nations, and Spain among 
others, at the expense of that of Great Britain, 
then, at the close of the war, the weight which a 
relaxation of those regulations may have, as far as 
Great Britain is concerned, will have a contrar 
and proportional effect so far as Spain is interested, 
for every diminution of the encouragement grant- 
ed by law to the Spanish. Nature intended that 
we should be out of the reach of the politics of 
Europe. Our interest is loud against the connex- 
10n. 

If the resolutions are passed, a basis will be 
laid for a permanent system of commerce with 
them—a link he never wished to see established. 
If we meddle with European politics, we may catch 
the contagion which so unfortunately desolates one 
fine country, but which is perhaps there a necessa- 
ry, or, at least, unavoidable evil. He feared the 
effect of dissensions among us; areign of anarchy 
would lead to despotism. This he dreaded more 
than the effects of external aggressions. He wished 
all thoughts were at present turned to self-defence, 
to devising and organizing the means. 

It was said, that the resolutions had not a tend- 
ency to provoke war. If it is the intention of the 
nation against which they are meant to operate, 
to make war, it is immaterial in this respect whe- 
ther they door do not pass. But to spend time on 
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them, is trifling, at this critical juncture. They 
may have an injurious tendency. We had been 
told that the manufacturers and merchants of 
Great Britain would not suffer the Government 
to go to war with us. By passing the resolutions, 
the friends of which say are to operate against 
those very classes of people, we shall destroy that 
check, and render a war with us a popular mea- 
sure. We have much shipping in the ports of our 
actual, though not yet declared enemies; will any 
irritating measures tend to the security of that 
property ? Will they not diminish the chance of 
their being released? By passing the resolutions, 
we should show our temper without retaliating, 
and we should unjustly oppress the mercantile in- 
terest. It is sufficient to show that the resolutions 
are inefficient, to prove that they ought not to 

ass. He believed, if the resolutions had not been 

rought forward before this day, no member would 
have thought this a time fit to introduce them ; 
then why now insist upon a decision on them? 
They are robbed of the object on which they were 
intended to repel aggressions; they are only a show 
of resentment, without operation. This is not the 
time for such feeble measures ; our commerce, our 
very existence as an independent nation, is threat- 
ened. The present war is a war of political prin- 
ciples; we must secure ourselves against attack, 
and avoid all connexion, as much as possible, with 
European politics. Let the ocean be a gulf of 
partition between us and the Eastern hemi- 
sphere, at least till the present convulsions are at 
an end. 

Mr. Nicuouas said, he should not attempt to 
follow the gentleman last up, through his eloquent 
address, or undertake to go into an answer of the 
variety of general charges brought forward against 
the resolutions. He wished only to take notice of 
one of two points in the debate. It was said, that 
the existence of the resolutions would rather be a 
bar to the termination of a war, than an induce- 
ment with our enemies to make a peace. Is it to 
be imagined, he asked, if Great Britain intends to 
drag us into a war, that she has not an object to 
obtain by it? If she has, she will not abandon it 
without being compelled. When forced to the 
necessity of wishing for peace, will she not be dis- 

osed to put us in as favorable a situation as before 
hostilities ? But are we prepared to say, that after 
being dragged inio a war, we shall be willing to 
make peace without obtaining some security that 
we shall not be molested in future? If he under- 
stood what a conduct truly dignified, on such an 
occasion, ought to be, we should insist not only on 
a reparation of the injury and insult, but show to 
the world, that, after obtaining complete satisfac- 
tion, we were determined to obtain security against 
future aggressions. The present measures did not, 
as has been asserted, origmate in favoritism; they 
are not intended to repay a debt of gratitude; they 
are drawn forth by the injuries inflicted by one 
nation, and are meant to benefit the country for 
which we are sent to legislate. If, however, in 
their operation, they should benefit France, this 
was surely no argument against them; on the con- 
trary, it ought to be an additional argument in favor 
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of them, as we owe that nation a debt of grati- 
tude. 

Mr. Kirrera called the attention of the Com- 
mittee to the immense waste of time which the 
discussion of these resolutions had occasioned. 
Two months had been in a great measure spent in 
discussing them. It was like consulting on the 
improvements to be made to an edifice threatened 
by aconflagration. He hoped the question would 
be taken. 

Mr. Pace, in the present exigency, conceived 
that nothing would have a better effect than at- 
tending to these commercial regulations, which 
would show our love of peace, and fulfil the great 
end for which the Federal Government was Insti- 
tuted. 

Mr. Murray said: When war is staring us 
in the face, he wondered gentlemen did not feel 
that the resolutions are not proper. They are bad 
as a permanent system ; bad in the present emer- 
gency. He was surprised that the friends of the 
resolutions, when they were the subject of discus- 
sion before, should appear to feel so much from 
the injuries inflicted by Great Britain, and now 
that they are increased ten-fold, should not have 
risen in those feelings. He was surprised to see 
their minds stationary, though the danger is grow- 
ing, and to find every measure of energetic de- 
fence which had been proposed, opposed by the 
gentlemen. The present critical juncture called 
certainly for vigorous proceedings, and under this 
impression the opposers of the resolutions had been 
bold to call them trifling. In a commercial point 
of view, they are ill calculated, and were hazard- 
ous when peace was yet within our reach, but 
when a change of circumstances has given us a 
prospect of war, they are too trifling. He puta 
case. Would a farmer differ with ci. wife and 
daughters about the pedlar they should give a pre- 
ference to, in purchasing their gewgaws; whether 
ep would employ the English, Scotch, or Irish 
pediar, when one of them was stealing the sheep, 
and wantonly sporting with the property on the 
farm? No, certainly; they would unite, and drive 
the thief off. It is just as ridiculous in the Legis- 
lature to be now spending their time about com- 
mercial regulations. More energetic measures are 
necessary. How is an additional ten per cent. on 
importations capable of opposing the torrent of 
British injustice? Let all intercourse with Great 
Britain be stopped, until they give us satisfaction 
for the injuries they have done us. This would 
be exhibiting a temporary enmity for a temporary 
evil; but the adoption of the resolutions would 
evince an eternal enmity, and at the same time 
want the energy which the urgency of the case 
would require. 

Mr. Parker rose to set the gentleman last up 
7 as to one assertion. He said that the friends 
of the resolutions were opposed to every energetic 
measure which had been proposed. This was not 
the case; indeed, unless himself and several other 
members, friends to the resolutions, had voted for 
some of those more energetic measures, they would 
have failed. 

Mr. Murray thought he confined his observa- 
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tions to a majority of the friends of the resolu- 


tions. 

Mr. Parker believed the resolutions would be 
benficial to his country, and tend to encourage our 
manufactures. Under this impression, he was in 
favor of them. He wished all party distinctions 
dropped at the present critical juncture. He did 
not like to hear of these gentlemen and those gen- 
tlemen; let us unite as one. A member from 
Massachusetts conceived the resolutions bore the 
stamp of French on the very face of them. He 
wished, for his part, that every body and every 
thing could be plainly read by some such device, 
we should then see what and who is French. and 
who is English. He should not, he hoped, let pre- 
judice get the better of his reason, but thought 
that he never could forget that, probably, without 
France the Legislature would not be now delibe 
rating within these walls. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that although he had been 
absent during the discussion of this important sub- 
ject, yet he could not consent to give a silent vote, 
though he had not the vanity to suppose he could 
give new light ; yet having ona question of mag- 
nitude accustomed himself to speak as well as 
vote his sentiments, he would not now omit it; he 
felt the propriety of apologizing on this occasion. 
It was said that the measure was popular, and that 
the opposition was reprobated by the people, if so, 
it would be mean and base in him to shrink from 
a participation with the gentlemen, with whom 
he had so long acted, with perfect satisfaction to 
his own mind. 

The question was now presented, as doubtless it 
ought to be, directed only to Great Britain, and 
proposing a discrimination against her. The ob- 
ject was to compel that country to relax the seve- 
rity of her commercial regulations, and to put her 
intercourse with this country, on a more favorable 
footing to us. That all this was to be effected by 
lessening our trade with Great Britain and divert- 
ing it to other channels. 

Then to all this it was replied, that the present 
conduct of Great Britain put such regulations at 
defiance ; that so far from showing a dread of such 
a system, she was pursuing measures, which as 
far as in her power, threatened our commerce 
with annihilation ; that at such a time to attempt 
by the proposed measures, to bend her views to 
our wishes was absurd. That at this time, if there 
was a ray of hope to avoid the calamities of war, 
every measure which was at the same time irritat- 
ing and ineffectual should be avoided. To these 
objections it was answered, was war inevitable, 
the proposition ought now to be adopted, as a com- 
mercial system to come into operation, at the con- 
clusion of the war. Gentlemen who made this 
answer, did not seem to remember that to render 
it just, we must possess a certain knowledge of the 
events of the war. That the relative circum- 
stances of the two countries might be mutually 
altered by those events, and that which might be 
proper now, would be wholly improper then. _ 

As this question was merely of a commercial 
nature, he had regretted to see political considera- 
tions intermingled in the debate. The antipathy 
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that was manifested to one country, and the friend- 
ly regard to another, ou ht not to influence the 
tite Passion should be banished, and just 
and cool calculations, on the foundation of national 
interest alone direct our determination. 

It was not now a question, whether Great Britain 
had inflicted political injuries on this country, 
whether she aided the savages of the wilderness, 
in the murder of our citizens, whether she had let 
loose upon us the more barbarous savages of 
Africa, or whether she had committed piratical 
depredations on our commerce; if these facts were 
so, and justice could not be obtained by negotia- 
tion, though he should deprecate war as an evil of 

reat magnitude, yet should justice be denied us, 
1e should then seek redress with as much firmness 
he hoped as most men. In such a warfare, he 
should hope for victory; there was he believed 
no foundation for such hope in the warfare con- 
templated by the propositions before the Com- 
mittee. 

He laid it down as a maxim that the Govern- 
ment of every country in all its deliberations 
should be influenced only by considerations of 
public good. To do justice to all the world, reli- 
giously to perform its contracts, these were to be 
scrupulously observed, for they were always for 
the public good. A private man might indeed, 
ag disinterested benevolence to any extent 

is humanity and generosity might dictate ; a pub- 
lic man had no such authority. Did America, he 
asked, owe a debt of gratitude to France, whence 
derive we the authority to discharge it? Is such 
debt due, who shall calculate the amount? How 
much of the blood, of the treasure, of the prosperi- 
ty of our country, will ease us of this load of obliga- 
tion ? 

He said, he did not wish to depreciate the me- 
rit of France; her efforts were glorious to herself, 
and beneficial to this country. That he might, 
however, be permitted to recal the remembrance 
of the Committee to her conduct, he then exhi- 
bited a view of that conduct, from which he con- 
cluded that every thing which was done, had its 
foundation in a cool and temperate calculation of 
national benefit. That this, indeed, was the only 
legitimate motive to national measures. That 
other countries could always calculate their mea- 
sures upon national interest, and he sincerely 
hoped the Government of this country would 
do the same. To do otherwise, said he, is Quix- 
otism—it is crusading for the salvation of others, 
and not ourselves. He hoped therefore, that no 
part of our assent to the proposition immedi- 
ately under consideration, would be expected 
either from gratitude on the one hand or resent- 
ment on the other. 

He said, he should proceed to consider whether 
it was for the interest of America, that this propo- 
sition should be adopted. The objects are to lessen 
credit, to control commerce by diverting it from 
its ancient channels, to encourage navigation and 
manufactures; and the motive was, that Great 
Britain possessed a greater portion of our trade 
than she was entitled to from her disposition and 
conduct towards us. 
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He could not help premising that the features 
of the system were strongly marked with a dispo- 
sition to control men in the economy of private 
life and in the management of their fortunes ; why 
else not permit them to extend their credit when 
in their opinion it may be useful to them? Such 
measures, for such purpose, could only be justified 
on a pretence that our countrymen were deficient 
either in wisdom or in prudence. A pretence which, 
if not insolent, always had, and always would be 
found mischievous, because the great bulk of every 
community were more competent to the manage- 
ment of their own private concerns than the Go- 
vernment could pretend to be. 

The whole system is directed towards Great 
Britain, and the object is declaredly coercion. The 
consequences must be either, first, that Great Bri- 
tain would submit; second, that she would with- 
draw her capital and relinquish a commercial con- 
nexion with us; or third, that she would counter- 
act our regulations by Legislative provisions. 

Suppose Great Britain should be compelled tosub- 
mission, it would not be imagined she would do it 
immediately ; and, in the meantime, we must suffer 
much distress. It was true, he said, we had many 
other commercial connexions, but in these we did 
almost the whole of the carrying ; none of the na- 
tions to whom we are thus allied having any con- 
siderable shipping to spare for our purposes; nor 
was there any probability that they would imme- 
diately, if at all, furnish us with any considerable 
supply. We must, therefore, depend on ourselves. 
In a country circumstanced as this was, it was to 
be expected there would always be a deficiency of 
commercial capital, because there were so many 
objects to which capital could be profitably appli- 
ed. The object of the resolutions under considera- 
tion, was to divert capital from branches in which 
it was at present gainfully employed, to others. 
The branch was at present overstocked, yet a di- 
versity must take place, for ships must be built or 
our produce could not go to market, but must pe- 
rish on our hands. ceesiaamaen too, must be 
established, or our citizens could not be supplied 
with the necessaries and conveniences for which 
they now depended on other countries; and the 
must do without them until our navigation is su 
ficiently increased. What effects, he asked, were 
to be produced by a diversion, and that immedi- 
ately, of one half of our commerce from its an- 
cient and natural channels? Was there nothing 
to be feared for the preservation of the public cre- 
dit which this commerce was to support? Noth- 
ing for the prosperity and happiness of our coun- 
try? But what, he said, appeared almost farcical 
to him was, it was not intended to be permanent. 
Gentlemen said, Great Britain would not stand 
the shock; she must submit; the very scheme, 
then, supposed its continuance was to depend on 
the pleasure of the country against whom we were 
to declare commercial hig, our ships were 
built and our manufactures established, Great Bri- 
tain would give over the contest. Then our ships 
might be laid up at our docks, and our manufac- 
turing capitals replaced in those branches from 
which it was now to be instantly withdrawn ; for, 
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unless that country would be convinced that she 
should participate in our commerce, which would 
not be the case if we supplied ourselves, she would 
certainly never humble herself before us. 

Strange and absurd suppositions were made to 
lay the foundation on which to build this system. 
It was supposed that without any considerable 
distress of our citizens ; without a shock to public 
credit; without shipping to export or import; and, 
with a deficiency of commercial capital, we could 
divert, and that immediately, half of our com- 
merce from its natural channels, while Great Bri- 
tain, must be ruined, or at least compelled to sub- 
mission, by a diversion of a small portion of hers, 
although she had shipping to transport through 
the world and more commercial capital than any 
nation on earth. Take care, sir, said he, I be- 
seech you, that led astray by resentment, gratitude, 
or refined theory, the curse of modern times, you 
do not dissipate your goodly inheritance. Gentle- 
men had said, our constituents are improvident, 
that the extension of credit afforded the means of 
dissipation; let us destroy those means. Strange 
doctrine, said he, and unfounded as strange! 
We have no right toassume the character of their 
pense oe in this respect. There are not, as has 

een justly stated by a gentleman from Virginia, 
[ Mr. =} any means by which this can be justly 
done, but by giving stability to your Government, 
and enforcing a prompt and impartial execution 
of your laws, which indeed would rather extend 
than limit credit. 

_ Was Great Britain to relinquish her commer- 
cial connexion with us, though to her it would be 
a misfortune, yet to us it would be a very unhap- 
py event. Ever since he could remember, it had 
been the fashionable cant to exclaim against cre- 
dit; yet undera system of credit, America had en- 
joyed unexampled prosperity. That, in his opinion, 
experience was the only unerring director in poli- 
tical investigations. 

‘The commercial intercourse between Great Bri- 
tain and America would continue, should this sys- 
tem be adopted, or it would cease. In either case 
or in a mean between the two, the burdens created 
by it would fall principally if not wholly on our 
citizens. Should it continue, it would be a charge 
on our imports and exports to be satisfied by the 
labor and industry of our people. On our exports, 
because in all foreign markets the products of our 
country have to sustain a competition with the 
same species of the produce of other countries. A 
hogshead of tobacco, for instance, has its price de- 
termined by the demand for it compared with the 
capacity of supplying that demand by this and 
other countries; an indemnification for the addi- 
tional expense cannot be obtained in the sales; it 
must therefore be an expense in the labor and in- 
dustry which produces the article. On our im- 
ports, the same will be the case, for a merchant 
will not continue to supply a market which will 
not indemnify him for all his expenses and be- 
sides afford him his usual profits. In this case 
also, there would be no other source of indemnifi- 
cation but the labor and industry of the country. 
Under the pressure of these burdens the reduced 




















price of exports and the enhanced price of imports, 
how altered, from its present happy state, would 
be the condition of our planters and farmers! [f 
the intercourse should not continue, then should 
we destroy our best markets, deprive our people 
of the most valuable source of supply, and destroy, 
too, the best means of supporting the public credit. 

It remained, Mr. 8S. said, to be considered 
what effects would probably result from Great 
Britain meeting our regulations with counteract- 
ing restrictions. But, previous to an immediate 
consideration of this question, it would be proper 
to inquire whether the commercial conduct of that 
country ,towards this would justify this measure 
as a mean of retaliation ? 

He said, that he believed the conduct of Great 
Britain had, on this subject of commerce, been too 
limited and narrow. That this was particularly 
true as respected a commercial intercourse be- 
tween America and Great Britain and her Domin- 
ions in the West Indies. But it should be remem- 
bered that she was an independent nation, and as 
such had a right to consult and pursue her own 
interest. That until she should be convinced that 
a more liberal and enlightened policy was for her 
benefit, it could not be expected that she would 
sacrifice her own interest to our benefit. That 
she would be at the expense of maintaining and 
supporting her Colonies, that we might participate 
in the profit. That all we could in reason demand 
of her was, that she should not discriminate against 
us, but that her conduct should be as favorable to 
us as to other independent nations. Was her con- 
duct influenced by the considerations which have 
produced the resolution before us? Did she sin- 
gle out America as the only object of her resent- 
ment, the ardor with which this measure was pur- 
sued would have sufficient foundation for its justi- 
cation. 

Mr. S. then proceeded to state the regulations 
of Great Britain which directed her intercourse 
with this country. He said that respecting the 
West Indies, the same severe, rigid, and gloomy 
exclusion extended equally with us to all nations; 
with this only difference of partial and temporary 
relaxations in our favor, as, in her opinion, her oc- 
casions required. That, respecting an immediate 
intercourse with Great Britain, her regulations 
were as favorable to us as to any country, except 
only where favors are the effect of direct stipula- 
tion; nay, they are more so as respects the im- 
portant articles of pot and pearl-ash, pitch, tar, 
timber, and an exemption from the payment of 
alien duties. . 

If, then, Great Britain did not discriminate 
against us—if her discriminations were favorable 
to us, where was our right for complaint? Should, 
however, unprovoked resentment (for gentlemen 
would remember to put political considerations 
out of the question) stimulate the adoption of the 
proposed measures, the disposition of thatcountry to 
retaliate would be certain; her capacity for retali- 
ation was therefore to be considered. his sub- 
ject, he said, had been under the consideration of 
the British Government. Should she subject 
American ships to alien duties ; should she impose 
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duties on our rice and tobacco and such other ar- 
ticles as she can procure from other countries, and 
on her products exported in our bottoms; and, 
should den at the same time counteract our duties 
by bounties; their bounties may be so given as com- 
gletaly to balance our duties, and their duties, of 
course, a direct charge upon us—a charge on our ex- 
ports, for the reasons he had already mentioned, de- 

reciating their value—a charge on our imports to 
be satisfied by the labor and industry of the country. 
These would be the salutary effects of this blessed 
system, so far asthe trade should continue under the 
load of these oppressive burdens. If thecommercial 
intercourse between America and Great Britain 
should be destroyed by this system of expensive 
irritation, the evils were obvious, both as they 
would affect the ease and prosperity of our tg le, 
and the preservation of the public credit. He had 
called the present channels of commerce, the natu- 
ral ones—there would, he said, be found sufficient 
reason for the appellation, without entering into 
an extensive investigation of the subject, in this 
one observation ; that the present state of our trade 
is produced by counting-house calculations having 
interest alone for their object. 

It had been said, that a great part of our imports 
consisted of the mere articles of luxury. This 
was undoubtedly true, but luxurious enjoyments 
could not be prevented, unless we would introduce 
the manners of Sparta, and continue them by the 
institutions and laws of Lyeurgus. The passion 
for distinction could not be controlled nor would 
it be eligible, if it could. If, then, said he, we will 
use Madeira wine and green tea—if we will wear 
silks, cambrics, muslins, and other succedanea of 
the fig-leaf, why should we not be permitted to 
obtain them when they can best be had, of the 
best quality and on the best terms; or do gentle- 
men suppose our constituents will acknowledge 
obligations for being compelled to procure them 
of inferior quality and on worse terms ? 

Gentlemen had given countenance to this pro- 
ject under an idea that it would encourage manu- 
factures and the carrying trade; this to his mind 
was preposterous. He had always supposed that 
to establish manufactures, our active capital must 
be increased; and to encourage navigation, our 
trade must be extended. How this measure which 
would lessen our active capital by the embarrass- 
ment it would create, could afford the means of 
establishing manufactures and building ships, to 
his mind was perfectly unaccountable. He asked 
if it had not been demonstrated that the measure 
would tend to enhance the price of the commodi- 
ties which we wanted to purchase, and decrease 
the price of the products of our country. It had, 
indeed, been conceded, that these effects were un- 
avoidable, and yet these were the means whereby 
we were to extend our manufactures and naviga- 
tion. Should, however, these effects result, he 
asked if we could feel ourselves justified in saeri- 
ficing to the encouragement of a few ship-carpen- 
ters and other mechanics, the ease and comfort of 
that most useful and respectable description of 
men, the farmer and planter? One more observa- 
tion he said he woul make on this head, that any 


measure which might oppress the community, 
would be felt first and most severely by the poorer 
class of people. 

Before the subject was dismissed it ought to be 
viewed in a light in which it was shown in the 
most baneful colors; its tendency to war and all 
its dreadful consequences. As the guardians of 
the public happiness, we ought to avoid any mea- 
sure which tended to this, if it could be done con- 
sistent with the interest of our country. He laid 
it down as a principle that every action had its 
character determined by the motives which gave 
it birth. What motives then originated this mea- 
sure? Were they of a commercial, or political 
nature? Had Great Britain inflicted any com- 
mercial injuries on this country? Had she not 
calculated her regulations on the same principle 
of all other nations—her own interest ? Had she 
discriminated against us? Did not the details 
clearly show that her regulations were as favora- 
ble to this as to other countries? And did not an 
infinitely more stubborn fact, the existing state of 
our trade, undeniably prove hers to be our best 
markets ? 

If, then, these measures are not justified on com- 
mercial considerations, will the nation towards 
whom they are directed, be at a loss to determine 
our true motives? If doubts could otherwise ex- 
ist, recourse to the printed debates would remove 
it. There we find our negroes carried off; the 
Western posts, the savages, Algerines, and instruc- 
tions to the commanders of ships, the constant 
theme of animated declamation. We know too 
well the correctness of gentlemen’s understandings 
not to be assured that these subjects would not be 
so frequently repeated, if they were not designed 
to have effect. These were not commercial, but 
political considerations. If, then, the measure 
could not be—if it was not justified on commer- 
cial, but political ground—if it was not designed 
to retaliate for commercial, but for political inju- 
ries; it followed irresistibly, that the measure as- 
sumed the complexion of hostilit . He did not 
mean to suggest an idea but that the injuries com- 
eee of might justify hostile retaliation; but 

e would affirm, if this measure was designed as 
such, it was infinitely too feeble, and would cer- 
tainly prove ineffectual. If war was really the 
intention, it was our duty boldly to declare it, and, 
like men, prepare for the event and not involve 
our country in blood under the disguised pretence 
of our commercial regulations. If we found mo- 
tives for our conduct in antipathy to one nation, 
and in gratitude and affection to another, and that 
this was the case, he appealed to the printed de- 
bates and to the faithful monitors of gentlemen— 
would it be supposed that Great Britain would 
not understand, resent, and endeavor to revenge it? 
Great Britain, he said, was involved in a war, 
whether just or not, the Government of this coun- 
try had no right to determine—just or not, we had 
reason to believe it was popular. While she was 
pursuing this war, we ae of injuries. and 
stimulated by a sense of them, adopt measures of 
retaliation, declaredly intended to produce embar- 
rassments of such a nature as to induce her to 
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change a course of conduct she has pursued for 
ages, and to which, in her opinion, she is principally 
indebted for her progressive prosperity. If serious 
embarrassments are not to be expected, then ought 
the measure to be abandoned, because it would not 
produce the intended effect, and because it would 
confessedly be injurious to us. 

Should it produce the embarrassments foretold, 
it will materially affect those resources on which 
she depends for the prosecution of a favorite war. 
Should she feel those measures as intended, would 
it not kindle resentment ? Would she not discover 
the cause? And would she not feel perfect self- 
justification in using all the means in her power 
to revenge our partiality ? 

The evil, he said, would not end here. Great 
Britain was an important ally, and on her resources 
the Combined Powers materially depended for 
the prosecution of the war. A war waged with 
as much enmity as had provoked hostility at any 
period of the existence of civilized Europe. Should 
we strike at those resources, and from motives 
they will doubtless comprehend, would they 
tamely submit to such conduct; would they not 
resent and endeavor to revenge it? I will repeat, 
said he, that if your measures do not materially 
embarrass Great Britain, and in a considerable de- 
gree destroy her resources, then will your ex- 
pectations be disappointed, and the end you pro- 
pose defeated, and you only accumulate distress 
on your own citizens. If the embarrassments you 
intend shall result from your measures, then do 
you, in fact, take part in the war; you will, there- 
fore, provoke the vengeance of the nation against 
whom your measures are directed, and of her 
allies. 

To show the natural effects of commercial re- 
gulations pointed against nations to produce hos- 
tility, he mentioned the war which took place 
between Great Britain and Holland, in 1652, occa- 
sioned by the Navigation Act of the former ; and 
that of 1672, between the French and Dutch, in 
consequence of the duties imposed by the former 
on linen, and by the latter on wine. There was, 
he said, peculiar reason for expecting such an 
event in the present instance, for, by the treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and Spain, it was expressl 
stipulated: “if either shall be attacked, soaleesl, 
or inquieted, in any of their States, rights, posses- 
sions, Or interests,” it is then to be made common 
cause. 

This, he gid, was not all, our real views would 
be known to our constituents. They are, said he, 
a wise and penetrating people, and will never con- 
sent to be dragged to the carnage of war, under a 
pretence of commercial regulations. Their hon- 
est candor will abhor and detest all covert and 
crooked politics. He did not mean to charge gen- 
tlemen with unworthy motives. He could not, 
however, avoid declaring the comment which in 
his opinion would be made, on experience of the 
fatal events which would result from the adoption 
of the proposed system—a system incapable of 
benefit to the community and pregnant with enor- 
mous evils. 

He said, before he dismissed this part of the 
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subject, he would submit one observation to the 
consideration of the Committee. It was, that the 
navigation and manufactures of the United States. 
had, in a few years past, increased with a rapidity, 
equal to the expectation of the most sanguine 
friend of thiscountry. That this had resulted from 
the existing systems. That he believed it to be 
true, that, at this moment, as great a portion of 
our capital was invested in those branches as was 
consistent with the general welfare. Under such 
circumstances it became the Legislature cautious- 
ly to adopt measures, which might distract the 
present salutary order of things. 

Mr. CuarK rose to answer an objection which 
had fallen in the course of the debate. It was said. 
that the resolutions would tend to burden the 
poe classes of citizens. The additional duties. 

e imagined, were only intended to be laid on the 
finer goods; and coarse cloths, &c., would still re- 
main at the old prices. 

Mr. Lyman said the discussion of this question 
has already engrossed much time. It has been 
postponed. Iwas in favor of a postponement, be- 
cause I then thought, and I now think, the House 
is not in possession of all the information and pre- 
mises necessary to guide their determination on 
all the resolutions proposed. It was then said, that 
although we had aggravated complaints against 
Great Britain, she could not be so infatuated as 
not to render justice; that those injuries were in 
a train of negotiation, and that it would be rash- 
ness and folly to interrupt them. I confess, sir, 
that this reasoning had its weight with me; but 
the case now assumes a different face. Is there 
any gentleman that still doubts of the hostile and 
mad intentions of that nation? Their aggressions 
have increased ; they meditate still more, and have 
denied us in an unequivocal manner any compen- 
sation; they have added insult to injury. | do 
not say these things with a view to fire the public 
mind to resentment—that is already done to such 
a degree as to want the rather to be delayed and 
given a proper direction. But it has been said, 
that instead of that firm front of defence which 
the danger of our situation requires, these resolutions 
are impotent and trifling—mere pap. I cannot 
think this language is complimentary to the un- 
derstandings of either the community, or this 
House, or even the gentlemen themselves, who so 
zealously oppose them. If they are insignificant, 
as the gentlemen declare, they ought wholly to be 
disregarded. But, sir, they are not insignificant ; 
they present us with a part, at least, of a just and 
temperate defence against a nation that with un- 
accountable enmity plunders and insults us. If 
they are insignificant, I am content to be unde- 
ceived, as not comprehending them. I do not in- 
tend at this time to go intoa minute consideration 
of the general nature of the resolutions; that has 
already been done, and J am convinced, and can- 
not be afraid to hazard my opinion to the public, 
that it is founded in immutable natural principles 
that will stand the test of time. There cannot be 


a plainer axiom than reciprocity of advantages in 


navigation and commerce. It is for our interest 
to counteract the commercial regulations of other 
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nations by those of our own; to repel their fabrics 
and manufactures from our country, and to re- 
place them with our own. We have both the 
right and the power todoit. These are truths 
that have been always acknowledged in this coun- 
try. Conviction of their importance was one 
among the causes which produced the present 
Constitution. We have hitherto forborne the ex- 
ercise of this right. I do not pretend to arraign 
the motives, 1 believe they were good; because, 
sir, I recollect that our commerce and navigation 
for past years hath been prosperous, although 
owing, perhaps, less to permanent than adventi- 
tious causes; to the same causes, possibly, which 
now conspire to oppress and despoil it, and 
threaten its total dissolution. Was this not the 
case, I could have been content, nay, I would have 
preferred still further forbearance; but the evils 
are alarming; something is unavoidably necessary 
to be done; and, as no gentleman proposes any 
substitute for the present system contemplated, I 
find myself compelled to endeavor to make the 
best of this, with a firm reliance and persuasion 
that it will promote the peace and prosperity of 
our country ; for I do not think anything we shall 
do will have a tendency to make Great Britain 
less hostile or more friendly. She has already 
convinced us that we cannot expect anything 
from her moderation and justice; and I hope we 
shall have nothing further to fear from her force. 
I hope and believe this measure will attach and 
increase the number of our friends, and diminish 
and confound our enemies; for I can by no means 
subscribe to the doctrine, that a national character 
is wholly abstracted from all sensation of benevo- 
lence, gratitude, humanity—virtues that so highly 
adorn individual character. These, sir, are my 
impressions—the result of a cautious and even 
anxious investigation, in which I have endeavored 
not to be transported by either passion or preju- 
dice, but to obey the calm dictates of my under- 
standing, with that independence and steadiness 
which is indispensable. 

Mr. Ames began with remarking that the addi- 
tional duties were intended, he believed, to operate 
generally, and that their operation would fall on 
the middling classes of the people. But the reso- 
lutions would also affect our exports, and, in this 
view, injure our cutters of timber, makers of pot- 
ash, and farmers in general would feel their ope- 
ration deeply—all this for the advantage of our 
ship-owners. If the resolutions cannot now be 
termed trifling, then, indeed, he had mistaken their 
true character. In a moment of danger, when 
our commerce is nearly annibilated, it is trifling 
to talk of regulating it, when we should attend to 
our defence only. When brought forward they 
had an alarming Te eee were 
pending. We should always say peace to the last 
extremity ; and, if war threatens, strain every 
sinew to prepare for it. The resolutions say no- 
thing—they say worse than nothing; they are 
built on partiality for one nation—they have 
French stamped on the very face of them. If we 
feel that the English have injured us, let us put 
the country in a state of defence; the resolutions 
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can do nothing towards this. It is folly to think 
of regulating a commerce that calls first for pro- 
tection, and to encourage the increase of naviga- 
tion when what shipping we have is in jeopardy. 

At this stage, the Committee rose and had leave 
to sit again. 


CLEARING THE GALLERIES. 


Resolved, That it bea Standing Rule and Order 
of this House, in case of any disturbance or dis- 
orderly conduct in the Gallery or Lobby, that the 
Speaker (or Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House) shall have power to order the same 
to be cleared. 





Monpay, March 17. 


The memorial of Benjamin Bankson, a clerk 
in the Department of State, and Philip Audebert, 
a clerk in the Department of War, was presented 
to the House and read, praying that they may re- 
ceive such compensation, in addition to the sala- 
ries allowed them by law, as may be deemed 
equitable and proper to reimburse them for extra- 
ordinary expenses incurred while they continued 
at the hazard of their lives, in the discharge of 
their official duties, during the late calamity in 
the city of Philadelphia. Also, the petition of 
Joseph Parker and Benjamin Betterton, clerks in 
the office of the Accountant to the War Depart- 
ment, to the same effect. Also, a petition of James 
Bingham and others, gaugers for the district of 
New York, stating the insufficiency of the fees 
and other emoluments allowed them by law, and 
praying that the same may be inereased, and ren- 
dered more adequate to their services. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
Mr. Finptey, Mr. Swirr, Mr. Van Auten, Mr. 
CapwaLaper, and Mr. Curistie; that they do 
examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

A petition of Michael Trappal, of Newark, in 
the State of New Jersey, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that an additional duty 
may be imposed on the importation of hosiery 
from foreign countries, or such other encourage- 
ment given to the establishment of stocking ma- 
nufactories within the United States as to the 
wisdom of Congress shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying his 
reports on sundry petitions; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “An 
act to provide for the defence of certain ports and 
harbors in the United States,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments; and, the same being read, were 
agreed to. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
allowing to Major General Lafayette his pay and 
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emoluments while in the service of the United 
States,” was read twice and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury on the peti- 
tion of Richard Wade and others, pilots of Oera- 
cock bar, in the State of North Carolina; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Corr, from the committee appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of fixing buoys on cer- 
tain rocks lying off the harbor of New London, in 
the State of Counestiont and in Providence river, 
in the State of Rhode Island, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to provide for the 
erecting and repairing of magazines and arsenals, 
and for other purposes ; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Cbnituina reported that the Commit- 
tee had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made several amendments thereto; which were 
severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee to whom were 
referred the memorials and petitions of the manu- 
facturers of paint, in the towns of Baltimore and 
Alexandria; of the dealers in oil and painters’ 
colors; of Thomas Pearsall and Elijah Pell; of 
Thomas Perkins & Co.; of Samuel Swann; of 
Thomas F. Walley and others; of McClellan, 
McGregor & Co.; of John Amelung and others; 
of Josiah G. Pierson; of the manufacturers of 
hats in the States of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and Virginia; and of Bradley & Mix, 
made a report. which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “An 
act making further provision for the expenses at- 
tending the intercourse of the United States with 
foreign nations, and further to continue in force 
the act entitled ‘An act providing the means of 
intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations,” with an amendment; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendment; and, the same being read, was 
agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the state of the Union 
under consideration, but come to no resolution 
thereupon. 





Turspay, March 18. 


An engrossed bill to provide for the erecting 
and repairing of arsenals and magazines, and for 
other purposes, was read the third time and passed. 

A memorial of Levi Hollingsworth and others, 
proprietors of iron works in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing that the present duty imposed by law on the 
importation of bar and cast iron, from foreign 
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countries, may be continued, or such encourage- 
ment given to the erecting and improving fur- 
naces and forges for manufacturing the said arti- 
cle within the United States as to the wisdom of 
Congress shall seem meet. Ordered to lie. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the Presipenr oF Tue 
Unirep Srates be authorized to employ, as de- 
spatch boats, such of the revenue cutters of the 

nited States as the public exigencies may re- 
quire. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED StaTEs: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 
having requested an advance of money, I transmit to 
Congress certain documents relative to that subject. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, March 18, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be committed to Mr. Witu1AM Smiru, 
Mr. Ames, Mr. Hittyovuse, Mr. Venaste, and 
Mr. SHERBURNE. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the state of 
the Union under consideration, but come to no 
resolution thereupon. 





Wenpnespay, March 19. 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire whether any, and what, alterations are 
necessary to be made in the act entitled “ An act 
to enable the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
Line, on Continental Establishment, to obtain 
titles to certain lands lying Northwest of the river 
Ohio, between the Little Miami and Sciota ;” and 
that Mr. Hearn, Mr. Nevitte, and Mr. Orr, be 
the said committee. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “An 
act to provide a Naval Armament,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments; and, the same being read, were 
agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee ot 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the state of 
the Union under consideration, but come to no 
resolution thereupon. 





Trourspay, March 20. 


A memorial of Lewis Garanger, in behalf of 
himself and his brother, Charles Garanger, was 
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presented to the House and read, praying the aid 
and patronage of nage in the completion of 
certain experiments of the memorialists, for the 
establishment of military manufactories, for im- 
provements in the arms already used, and for the 
adoption of such others as may be necessary for 
the service of the United States. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Hartiey, Mr. Dayron, and Mr. Samugu 
Smiru; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom-were referred the peti- 
tions of the clerks in several of the Executive 
Departments of Government, which lay on the 
table: Whereupon, the latter part of the said 
report being read, in the words following, to wit: 

“That the prayer of the petition of George Taylor is 
reasonable, and that, as a further compensation for the 
duties of his office, he ought to be allowed dollars 
for each patent for Useful Arts, &c., issuing from the 
Department of State, out of the fees paid for such pa- 
tent: Provided, That the whole of such allowance shall 
not exceed dollars annually.” 

“ That the prayer of the petition of Andrew Graydon 
is reasonable, and that his salary ought to be made the 
same with that allowed to other chief clerks :” 


was, on the question put thereupon, agreed to by 
the House. 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said re- 
port as relate to the petitions of the other clerks 
in the Treasury and War Departments and in the 
Loan Office of the State of New York, be recom- 
mitted to Mr. FinpLey, Mr. Swirr, Mr. Van 
Auten, Mr. Capwacaper, and Mr. CurisTIie. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee appointed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of fixing buoys on certain rocks lying off 
the harbor of New London, in the State of Con- 
necticut, and in Providence river, in the State of 
Rhode Island: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be authorized and directed to cause to be fixed on 
the rocks called Blackledge, or Southwest Ledge, 
Goshen Reef, Bartlet’s Reef, and Race Rock, off 
the harbor of New London, in the State of Con- 
necticut, four buoys, at an expense not to exceed 
twelve hundred dollars ; and to fix buoys in Pro- 
vidence river, not exceeding ten in number, in 
such places as he may judge most expedient, and 
at an expense not to exceed the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Corr, 
Mr. Benjamin Bourne, and Mr. Coss, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the relief of Ste- 
phen Paranque ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
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prepare and bring in a bill or bills to encourage 
the recruiting service ; and that Mr. Irvine, Mr. 
Coss, and Mr. Samvuet Smirn, be the said com- 
mittee. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill entitled “ An 
act for the remission of the duties on certain dis- 
tilled spirits destroyed by fire;” to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 





Frivay, March 21. 


An engrossed bill for the relief of Stephen Pa- 
ranque was read the third time and passed. 

A petition of Jonathan Jenkins, of the county 
of Nantucket, in the State of Massachusetts, was 
presented to the House and read, praying a repeal 
of certain letters patent granted to Benjamin Fol- 
ger, of the city of Hudson, in the State of New 
York, as the original discoverer of the art of sepa- 
rating the gross matter contained in common 
whale oil, and afterwards rendering such gross 
matter fit for candles; which letters patent have 
been obtained by the said Benjamin Folger sur- 
reptitiously, and from false suggestions. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred 
to Mr. Corrin, Mr. Houten, and Mr. Murray; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

The bil! sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
for the remission of the duties on certain distilled 
spirits destroyed by fire,’ was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. Coir, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to provide for placin aes on cer- 
tain rocks off the harbor of New London, and in 
Providence river; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 

repare and bring in a bill or bills for the relief of 
Robert King; andthat Mr. Hartuey, Mr. Toatcu- 
ER, and Mr. CapwALaDeRr, be the said committee. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act allowing to Major General La- 
FAYETTE his pay and emoluments while in the 
service of the United States;” and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and made no amendment thereto. The 
said bill was then read the third time and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill entitled “An 
act to provide for the erecting and repairing of 
arsenals and magazines, and for other purposes,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments: Whereupon, the first amendment 
being read, in the words following, to wit: See- 
tion 1, strike out the words “States South of the 
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river Potomac,” and insert “Middle and Southern 
States :” 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to the 
said amendment. 

Resolved, That a conference be desired with 
the Senate on the subject-matter of all the amend- 
ments proposed to the said bill; and that Mr. 
Hartcey, Mr. Irvine, and Mr. Deargorn, be ap- 
pointed managers at the said conference on the 
part of this House. 

Mr. Bouptnot, from the committee appointed 
to report whether any, and what, alterations or 
amendments are, in their opinion, necessary to the 
act entitled “ An act to regulate the claims to In- 
valid Pensions,” made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House on Monday next. 

‘The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the state of 
the Union under consideration, but come to no 
resolution thereupon. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House, to whom was committed the bill to esta- 
blish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States, be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same; and that the said bill 
be recommitted to Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. Tracy, 
Mr. Guienn, Mr. Crark, Mr. Firzstmons, Mr. 
Dent, Mr. Wacker, Mr. McDowe tt, Mr. Hunter, 
and Mr. Dearrorn. 


Monpay, March 24. 


Joun Francis Mercer, from Maryland, appear- 
ed, produced his credentials, and took his seat. 

An engrossed bill to provide for placing buoys 
on certain rocks off the harbor of New London, 
and in Providence river, was read the third time 
and passed. 

A memorial of sundry inhabitants of the town 
of Salem, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying that Con- 

ess will adopt such measures as, in their wis- 

om, may be deemed the most expedient and ef- 
fectual to obtain redress for the vexations and 
spoliations committed on the commerce of the 

nited States by the subjects of Great Britain, 
under the authority of that Government, as well 
by the subjects and citizens of other foreign 
countries. Also, a memorial of sundry citizens of 
the State of South Carolina, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. Coss, from the committee appointed to 
report whether any, and what, alterations are, in 
their opinion, necessary to the act entitled “ An 
act more effectually to provide for the national 
defence, by establishingan uniform militia through- 
out the United States,” made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
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ported that the Committee had had the state of 
the Union under consideration, and come to a re- 
solution thereupon; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That measures ought to be immedi- 
ately taken to render the force of the United 
States more efficient. 

Ordered, That the said resolution be commit- 
ted to Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. Dearporn, Mr. Jere- 
m1AH Wapswortu, Mr. Dayvron, Mr. Irvine, Mr. 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Parker, Mr. Locke, and Mr. 
PICKENS. 

A motion being made and seconded that the 
House do come to the following resolutions : 


“ Resolved, That a select corps of militia be enrolled 
in the United States; that all freemen capable of bear- 
ing arms, from the age of to , COMpose a se- 
lect militia; and that they be armed and accoutred at 
the general expense. 

“ Resolved, That the several States shall officer the 
select militia aforesaid, either out of the officers of the 
militia now commissioned, or such other persons as 
they may think proper. 

“ Resolved, That the said select militia be called to- 
gether as often as may be directed by the Legislatures 
of the several States, not exceeding days in one 
year; and, for the time they are so called out, they shall 
receive the same pay and rations as the troops of the 
United States. 

“ Resolved, That, in case of invasion or insurrection, 
the President of the United States shall have the power 
to call into actual service such portion or portions of the 
select militia as may be deemed necessary for the com- 
mon defence. 

“ Resolved, That no select militiaman shall be called 
into actual service for more than one year :” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
the committee last appointed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee ot 
the Whole House on the bill transferring, for a 
limited time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences 
from the District to the Circuit Court of New 
Hampshire, and assigning certain duties in respect 
to invalid pensions to the Attorney of the said 
District; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. irvine, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to encourage the recruiting service ; 
which was twice read, and committed. 





Tvuespay, March 25. 

An engrossed bill transferring, for a limited 
time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences from 
the District to the Circuit Court of New Hamp- 
shire, and assigning certain duties in respect to in- 
valid pensions, to the Attorney of the said District, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

A memorial of sundry merchants in the towns 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying an ex- 
tension of the term of credit allowed by law for 
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the payment of the duties imposed on articles the 
growth or manufacture of the West India Islands, 
imported into the United States. — 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to the committee appointed to report whether any, 
and what, alterations or amendments are, in their 
opinion, necessary to the act, entitled “ An act to 
regulate the collection of the duties imposed by 
law on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels;” that they do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

Ordered, That the petitions of Thomas Gar- 
ney and others, fishermen, employed in the fish- 
ing trade in the town of Marblehead, in the State 
of Massachusetts; and of William Knight and 
others, owners of fishing vessels, employed in the 
said town of Marblehead, which lay on the table, 
be referred to Mr. Lyman, Mr. Winearse, and 
Mr. Ho.ren ; that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives - 

The two Letters which I now forward to Congress, 
were written by a Consul of the United States, and con- 
tain information which will probably be thought to re- 
quire some pecuniary provision. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Usirsn Srarnzs, March 25, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be referred to Mr. Lee, Mr. Kirrera, 
and Mr. Pace; that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the conference de- 
sired by this House, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill, entitled “An act to provide for the 
erecting and repairing of arsenals and magazines, 
and for other purposes ;” and have appointed ma- 
nagers at the said conference on their part. The 
Senate have also passed a bill, entitled “ An act to 
authorize the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, 
in certain cases, to alter the place for holding a 
session of Congress.” 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That provision be made by law to pro- 
hibit, for a term not exceeding days, all trade from 
the United States to the American Territories or de- 
pendencies of any European nation. 

“To prohibit, for a like term, the exportation of all 
articles, the growth or product of the West Indies, out 
of the United States; and to provide that no ship or 
vessel be cleared out from any port or district within the 
United States, till bonds, with sufficient surety, be given 
to the proper officer of the Customs, in a sum equal to 
the whole value of the cargo on board such ship or ves- 
sel, conditioned that the same shall not be landed at 
any of the places prohibited by law; and that certifi- 





cates of the landing at some other place be produced in 
a given time. 

“ That the President of the United States be author- 
ized to to take off the said prohibitions, if the Legisla- 
ture shall not be in session; and that he be further au- 
thorized, at any time during their next recess, to lay an 
embargo on the ships or vessels of the United States, 
or on any foreign ships or vessels in the ports or har- 
bors of the United States, or both; and to prohibit the 
exportation of any of the products of the United States, 
or of any other goods, wares, or merchandise, to such 
Kingdom or Country as he may judge necessary: Pro- 
vided, That such embargo shall not continue for a long- 
er term than at any one time.” 


Ordered, That the said resolution be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House immedi- 
ately. 

The House, accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on the said reso- 
lution; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said resolution under consideration, and made 
an amendment thereto; which was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House. 

And then the said resolution, being further 
amended at the Clerk’s table, was, on the question 
put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as follows: 


“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of t- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That an embargo be laid on all ships and 
vessels in the ports of the United States bound to any 
foreign port or place, for the term of thirty days, and that 
no clearances be furnished during that time to any ship 
or vessel bound to such foreign Bet or place, except 
ships or vessels under the immediate directions of the 
President of the United States; and that the President 
of the United States be authorized to give such instruc- 
tions to the Revenue Officers of the United States, as 
shall appear best adapted for carrying the said resolu- 
tion into full effect.” 


Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do car- 
2 the said resolution to the Senate, and desire 
their concurrence. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
examine and report a state of facts, with their 
opinion thereupon, relative to a settlement made 
by the State of North Carolina, for certain claims 
against the United States, and paid by her to indi- 
duals of that State, which it is suggested would 
have been allowed under the act of the twenty- 
seventh of March, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-two, entitled “ An act providing for the 
settlement of the claims of persons under particu- 
lar circumstances, barred by the limitations here- 
tofore established,” if they had been presented by 
the individuals themselves. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hittwovse, Mr. Biount, 
and Mr. Irvine, be a committee, pursuant to the 
said resolution. 








Wepnespay, March 26. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ Anaet 
to authorize the Presipent or THE Unirep 
Srares, in certain cases, to alter the place of hold- 
ing a session of Congress,” was read twice, and 
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committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
immediately. 

The House resolved itself into the said Commit- 
tee; and, after some time spent therein, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the said 
bill under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. The said bill was then read the third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States, report- 
ed an amendatory bill; which was twice read, 
and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of 
this House for laying an embargo on all ships or 
vessels in the ports of the United States, bound to 
any foreign port or place, for the term of thirty 
days, with an amendment; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ment, and the same being read, was agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act limiting the time ir presenting claims for de- 
stroyed certificates of certain descriptions,” with 
several amendments; to which they desire .the 
concurrence of this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making certain al- 
terations in the act for establishing the Judicial 
Courts of the United States, and altering the time 
and place of holding certain Courts; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
wants progress. 

r. Lee, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Message from the PresipENT oF THE 
Unitep Srares, of the twenty-fifth instant, en- 
closing two Letters from Fulwar Skipwith, Con- 
sul of the United States at Martinique, made a 
re es which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill for continuing and regulating em- 
bargoes in the United States, and that Mr. Dex- 
rer, Mr. Murray, and Mr. Goonuur, be the said 
committee. 

Mr. Hearn, from the committee appointed to 
inquire whether any, and what, alterations or 
amendments are, in their opinion, necessary to the 
act, entitled “An act to enable the officers and 
soldiers of the Virginia line, on Continental Esta- 
blishment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying 
Northwest of the river Ohio, between the Little 
Miami and Sciota,” made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 


Resolved, That a committee, consisting of fif- 
teen members, be appointed to inquire whether 
any, or what, further or other revenues are neces- 
sary for the support of public credit ; and if further 
revenues are necessary, to report the ways and 
means: 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Wix- 
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L1AM Samira, Mr. Bensamin, Bourne, Mr. Grove, 
Mr. Orr, Mr. Mapison, Mr. Batpwin, Mr. Curis- 
rie, Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Bouptnot, Mr. Warvs, 
Mr. Tracy, Mr. Israsi. Situ, Mr. Ames, Mr, 
Gitman, and Mr. Latimer. 

[In the debate on the above resolution, Mr. 
Pace objected to such application, as being 
more exceptionable than even a direct call on the 
Secretary for a report on the Ways and Means, 
according to a former practice of the House ; for, 
although he looked upon such application (and 
more than once had told the House so) as uncon- 
stitutional—being in fact a call on the Executive 
to originate a subject which the Constitution for- 
bids even the Senate to originate—and viewed it 
as an abandonment of the trust reposed in that 
House by the Constitution ; and as establishing a 
dangerous precedent, which might, in time, ren- 
der the very existence of that House unnecessary ; 
since it might appear, that an officer appointed by 
the PresipEenT, with the consent of the Senate, 
and removable by the Prestpenr alone, had done 
all the essential business of the House of Repre- 
sentatives ; notwithstanding I view such applica- 
tion to the Secretary in this light, said he, I had 
rather it should be made by the House than by a 
committee directed to receive it ; for, if the Secre- 
tary’s Report be laid before this House in the first 
instance, it may be supposed to meet with that 
unbiassed examination, which gentlemen tell us 
this House is capable of giving it; but if it is to 
be ushered in, with the solemnity of such a re- 
spectable introduction as that which a committee 
of fifteen members must give it; and is also to be 
supported by the vote and recommendation of that 
committee, which, too, from the Parliamentary 
usage of opponents of the committees, ought to be 
composed of members who had moved for, and sup- 
ported the motion for calling on the Secretary 
for his opinion, (and members have already de- 
clared, that they look upon him as the only per- 
son qualified to direct their judgment in a ques- 
tion concerning finance,) it must be evident that 
every objection which has ever been made to re- 
ceiving such reports from the Secretary of the 
Treasury must be doubly increased. If we have 
found it extremely difficult to get rid of some of 
his ways and means, when unaided by a commit- 
tee, much more difficulty should we have to en- 
counter, if it should be necessary to attack those 
plans when aided by their powerful support. | 
wish to leave our committee to the exercise of 
their own unbiassed judgments; and trust, if they 
should want information, they will know where to 
apply for it; and I have no doubt that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury will furnish such as they may 
think proper to ask for; but, as for his systems of 
finance, it is enough that he is authorized by the 
law, (so often appealed to,) to prepare and lay 
them before Congress; but it is too much to re- 
quire of him to do that which is the Constitutional 
business of this House; especially, too, when so 
much has already been required of him: leave 
him at liberty to attend fully to the inquiries 
which your other committee has been directed to 
call for. JI confess, sir, I never discovered any 
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wit: “ There shall be established, under the direc- 
tion of the Presipenr or THE Unirep States, 
three or four arsenals, with magazines, as he shalt 
judge most expedient, in such places as will best 
accommodate the different parts of the United 
States; either or both of the arsenals heretofore 
used at Springfield and Carlisle to be continued 
as part of the said number, at his discretion.” 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to the 
amendments to the third and sixth sections of the 
said bill. 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to all the 
other amendments to the said bill. 


NATIONAL DEFENCE. 


Mr. Sepewick, from the committee to whom it 
was referred to report the means of rendering the 
force of the United States more efficient, made a 
report ; which was read, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


The report is as follows : 

The committee to whom it was referred to report the 
means of rendering the force of the United States 
more efficient, after mature and deliberate considera- 
tion, have unanimously agreed to report to the House 
the following resolutions as proper to be adopted : 


advantages which could be derived from any of 
his Reports to this House, as to systems of finance, 
or of Ways and Means; indeed, those of the form- 
er which we have adopted, were unnecessarily 
complicated, and by no means adapted to the ge- 
nius and interest of our infant Republic ; and, per- 
haps, some of the latter were as exceptionable. 
When applied to, at the last session, for the means 
of raising about forty thousand dollars, the Secre- 
tary reported, that it was necessary to lay a tax of 
one dollar on every wheel of certain carriages, and 
the same tax on certain horses; and, extraordi- 
nary as this proposition was, but for a circum- 
stance which interrupted the subject, it was ina 
fair way of being pressed upon the House, instead 
of recommending an additional tonnage, or a sale 
of lands belonging to the United States—a sure 
and adequate resource—the most obvious means 
of raising, not only that sum, but almost any sum 
we can want. The Secretary resorted, to the as- 
tonishment of many of our constituents, to the 
strange means just mentioned. Sir, I think that, 
without the Secretary’s assistance, the committee 
may, in a “we day, devise the necessary ways 
and means. But, if that all-wise, only skilful fi- 
nancier, must be resorted to, let us call for his aid, 
let us receive his report here, and not say, that it 
is from a spirit of accommodation, now proposed, 
that our committee shall call for one, and lay it 
before this House—for this mode of introducing a 
report, of such a nature, surely cannot be called 
accommodating it to the wishes of those who ob- 
ject to such reports, when unaided by the influ- 
ence and weight of a committee. ] 



















1. Resolved, That effectual measures ought to be 
adopted to complete the present Military Establishment 
of the United States, and that provision ought to be 
made that the same may be kept full. 

2. Resolved, That an additional corps of artillery, not 
to exceed eight hundred men, officers included, and also 
including one Chiefand four Assistant Engineers, ought 
to be raised, for garrisoning the fortifications which are, 
or may be, erected for the defence of the seacoasts. 

3. Resolved, That the President be authorized and 
empowered to call on the Executives of the several 
States to take effectual measures, as soon as may be, 
to organize and hold in readiness to march, at a mo- 
! . ; ment’s warning, eighty thousand effective Militia, (offi- 
praying that Congress will adopt sucn measures | cers included,) to be apportioned to the States, respect- 
as, in their wisdom, may be deemed most expedi- | ively, in proportion to the whole number of white in- 
ent and effectual to obtain redress for the vexa- | habitants, that is to say— 
tions and spoliations committed on the commerce 





Tuurspay, March 27. 


A memorial of sundry merchants, mariners, and 
others, citizens of the towns of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, and of the county of Norfolk, in the State 
of Virginia, was presented to the House and read, 





| Georgia - - - - 1,333 
of the United States, by the subjects of Great South Carolina - . - 3,550 
Britain, under the authority of that Government, North Carolina - - - 7,331 
and by the citizens and subjects of other foreign Kentucky - - - - 1,532 
countries. Virginia - - - - 11,377 
Ordered, That the said memorial be commit- Maryland - : - - 5,418 
ted to the Committee of the Whole House on the Delaware - - - - 1,256 
state of the Union. Pennsylvania - - - 10,768 
Mr. Hart ey, from the managers appointed on New Jersey 3 7 *) 
the part of this House to attend the conference New York - ‘ . : 7,971 
with the Senate on the subject-matter of the Vermont - ; ‘ | = 
amendments depending between the two Houses Connecticut : - - 5,881 
to the bill, entitled “An act to provide for the Ritods island y F ped 
erecting and repairing of arsenals and magazines, 7 nag nae : A 2 cane 
and for other purposes,” made a report. here- ee a i 7 
upon, Total - a « - 80,000 


Resolved, That, instead of the amendments pro- 
sed by the Senate to the first section of the said 
ill, the said first section be amended, by striking 
out from the word “ stores,” in the second line, to 
the word “ Provided,” in the eighth line, and in- 
serting, in lieu thereof, the words following, to 








Which detachment of Militia shall be officered out of 
the present Militia officers, or others, at the option and 
discretion of the Constitutional authority of the States, 
respectively. 

4. Resolved, That any independent corps of cavalry, 
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artillery, or infantry, may be accepted as part of the 
said detachment of Militia, provided they shall volun- 
tarily engage, and provided the same shall be deemed 
eligible by the President. 

5. Resolved, That the President be desired to request 
the Executives of the several States to take effectual 
care that the men detached as aforesaid be armed and 
equipped according to law. 

6. Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by 
law, for organizing and raising a military force, under 
the authority of the Government of the United States, 
to consist of rank and file, with the proper offi- 
cers, to serve for the term of years, or during a 
war which may break out between the United States 
and any foreign European Power; and that the Presi- 
dent be authorized to take the measures necessary for 
raising the same: Provided, That no such measures 
be taken by the Executive until war shall be actually 
commenced between the United States and some fo- 
reign European Power. 


SEQUESTRATION OF BRITISH DEBTS. 
_Mr. Dayton submitted the following resolu- 
tions : 

“ Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by law, 
for the sequestration of all the debts due from the citi- 
zens of the United States to the subjects of the King of 
Great Britain. 

“ Resolved, That provision ought, in like manner, to 
be made for securing the payment of all such debts into 
the Treasury of the United States, there to be held as 
a pledge for the indemnification of such of the citizens 
of the said States as shall have suffered from the ships 
of war, privateers, or from any person, or description of 
persons, acting under the commission or authority of 
che British King, in contravention of the Law of Na- 
tions, and in violation of the rights of neutrality.” 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House imme- 
diately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into said 
Committee. 

_ Mr. Day'ron then rose in support of his propo- 
sitions. When he brought them forward he did 
not accompany them, (he — with many obser- 
vations, because he was then laboring under in- 
disposition. The same cause would render him 
very concise now. 

The injuries and insults we have suffered from 
Great Britain, he conceived, need not be dwelt 
upon. They are well known, and it is universal- 
ly acknowledged that we ought to adopt such 
measures as would screen us from a repetition of 
them, and secure to us reparation. The resolu- 
tions he had brought forward he intended as part 
of that system of defence and preservation, other 
portions of which had already received the sanc- 
tion of the House. These resolutions, he con- 
ceived, would not be the least efficient part of that 
system. 

He believed that, when the conduct of Great 
Britain is reviewed, it would be found. that it is 
treating their subjects with great lenity to speak 
of sequestration only ; we should be warranted in 
confiscating, for they have subjected our property 
to condemnation, without an appearance of an in- 
tention to indemnify. 

As to restitution of the property of which we 
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have been plundered on the high seas, it is im- 
possible. It is condemned, sold, and scattered, 
and no hope can be entertained that they intend 
to indemnify our suffering citizens. If it had been 
their intention to indemnify, their Court, in expla- 
nation of the instruction of the 6th of November, 
would not have given orders to condemn vessels 
detained in suspense in the West Indies until that 
elucidation was received. 

Since, then, restitution is impossible, and not a 
shadow of hope exists that indemnification will 
be granted: we have only to determine whether 
we shall give up the property of which we have 
been plundered, or claim it with effect—claim it, 
and enforce the claim, by showing that we have 
the means of retaliation within our power. 

After the proceedings of the British towards us, 
he believed, we should have been warranted in 
confiscating the property now proposed to be se- 
questered, without negotiation. This would have 
been meting to them as they meted to us. If se- 
questration is hostility, as he had heard it called, 
what, he asked, is condemnation? Besides, they 
have impressed American citizens into their ser- 
vice. e have reason to believe, (he concluded 
by remarking,) from the negotiation of our Mi- 
nister with Lord Grenville, from private informa- 
tion on the tables of Congress, and from the con- 
duct of some of their officers high in command, 
that to make war on us is part of their system. 

Mr. S. Smrrn said he always had wished for 
peace, as the first desideratum. With this view, 
eee to the wise recommendation of the Pre- 
SIDENT, he agreed to those measures calculated to 
put the country in a posture of defence. This 
was the best mode of securing peace. With the 
same view, he proposed an embargo to be laid, 
which would have drawn to our ports the remain- 
der of our maritime possessions, and have left 
them no longer within the grasp of a nation whose 
only rule of right is the measure of her power. 
He still wished, as long as a shadow of hope ex- 
ists, to secure the blessings of peace. With the 
resolutions now offered, he was of opinion that we 
might yet have peace ; but, without them, we shall 
certainly have war. They will arrest twenty 
millions of dollars in our hands, as a fund to re- 
imburse the three or four millions which we have 
been stripped of by that piratical nation, Great 
Britain, according to the instructions of that King 
of Sea Robbers—that Leviathan, which aims at 
swallowing all that floats on the ocean—that mon- 
ster, whose only law is power, and who neither 
respects the rights of nations nor the property of 
individuals! This character the nation he had 
mentioned had long deserved. Many proofs might 
be cited in support of the assertion. He would 
only refer to their conduct at St. Eustatia, when 
they robbed their allies, the Dutch, and their Ge- 
nerals and Admirals turned vendue-masters, and 
conducted the plundering, to collect rewards for 
their exploits. Is it from such a nation (he asked) 
that we are to hopefor justice? They know not what 
justice is. It is said that they showed their love 
of justice when they so liberally compensated the 
Tories after their war with us. Though they de- 
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spise traitors, yet self-interest will lead them to 
reward the treachery, to encourage a principle 
which may again be useful to them. Self-inte- 
rest, then, and not justice, actuated them on that 
as on every other occasion. 

Let us pass the resolutions, then send an Envoy 
to Great Britain, and we shall have peace. We 
shall then be able to speak to them of their inte- 
rest. But if war should be the inevitable issue, 
Americans, he was sure, would meet it like men, 
rather than submit to insult and suffer the honor 
of the country to be prostrated. 

If we were able, while in infancy as a nation, 
to assert our rights, will it be said, that, now we 
have arrived at a state of manhood, we shall fear 
them? No! Our young men burn for an oppor- 
tunity to defend the liberty, rights, and property 
of their country. They will step out as one, and 
meet the event like men. 

He read a quotation from Vattel, to show that 
a nation has a right to pay her citizens tor losses 
inflicted by another nation, contrary to right, by 
confiscating the property belonging to the citizens 
of that nation. The tie of interest, he concluded 
Py remarking, is the strongest tie we have upon 

reat Britain. Let us pass the resolutions, and 
that nation wil) never again give us cause to pass 
similar ones. The people out of doors will say 
that we have done right. The nations of Europe 
will rejoice to see this Power, which is commit- 
ting depredations on all nations, humbled. The 
resolutions, he observed, do not regard the pro- 
perty in the funds. To touch this is not one of 
the means of retaliation warranted by the Law of 
Nations. Public contracts should be sacred. 

Mr. Bovupinor said, he had not intended to take 
part in the debate at this early stage of it; but 
what had fallen from the member last up, con- 
vinced him that the House should not go into a 
consideration of the subject at thistime. It should 
be considered with woctasel, and all passions put 
out of the question. 

No doubt we have a right to make reprisals, as 
the Legislature has a right to declare war ; but he 
doubted whether the United States, in their pre- 
sent situation, would find it their interest to go 
into such measures. The authority read from 
Vattel by the member last up, he observed, made 
against that member’s opinion. Vattel expressly 
says that reprisals should not be made on property 
intrusted to public faith. The debts of British 
subjects here are in that predicament. He had 
heard that gentleman, not long since, with plea- 
sure, expatiate with warmth on the advantages of 
credit, especially to this country. Should that 
credit be destroyed, (he asked,) by destroying the 
confidence of foreigners in our faith? But, even 
if this retaliation is lawful, will it be the interest 
of the citizens, or rather of the Government, to 
take such a step at the present time? We have 
no doubt been cruelly treated ; but have we made 
proper application for redress, and received an 
answer? We should first send a special Envoy, 
and insist on an immediate answer. This would 
be the mode of securing peace; at least, it offers 
the best chance of securing it. 
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The aggressions on our commerce made by 
Great Britain are no doubt enough to rouse any 
American’s feelings; but the Legislature ought 
not to be swayed by passions ; they should discuss 
the subject calmly and deliberately. He hoped 
the Committee would rise and allow time, at least, 
to take the necessary measures of defence; for, 
could the Legislature justify to their constituents 
this step of retaliation, should immediate hostili- 
ties, warlike hostilities, be the consequence? To 
justify a measure of this kind time should be given 
for the defensive system adopted to be carried into 
operation. 

Mr. Mercer next spoke. He owned the mea- 
sures proposed appeared to him great and mo- 
mentous, and, had he any powers of declamation, 
he should think it improper to give loose to them 
on a question of this kind. We should weigh well 
our interest, examine carefully the situation in 
which we stand, and determine calmly where we 
shall place our next step. The proposition is to 
arrest, not to confiscate, the debts due to British 
subjects. From his recollection of the positions 
established by the best jurisprudence writers, no 
doubt remained in his mind that we have a clear 
right to secure to ourselves a in that way, 
and, in our predicament, confiscation even would 
be warranted, and by a point as firmly established 
as any principle which has the general practice of 
nations for a basis. 

One of the latest writers on National Law, 
( Binkershoek) is of opinion that debts are proper- 
ty,as well as any thing else, and sees no reason 
why they should not, as well as other kinds of 
property, be seized to secure indemnity for inju- 
ries. This is the opinion of Wolfius, of Vattel, 
Grotius, and of his commentators. He could go 
on with a long list of authorities, and refer to ac- 
tual treaties to show that it has been the practice 
of nations. Having established the right, he pro- 
ceeded to consider the expediency of the proposi- 
tions. Gentlemen, he hoped, did not wish that 
we should make a solemn declaration of war be- 
fore we acted. This is no longer the custom 
among nations. It would be a pompous display 
of candor which no longer exists. Has any nation, 
in the present European war, premised their ope- 
rations bya declaration? No; their first step was 
to do all the injury in their power to their ene- 
mies. Then, we having taken what steps will 
best tend to our security, and give us the best hold 
of our enemy, let us not, however, lose sight of a 
settlement by negotiation. Let us show mankind 
that peace is our first wish. When we are thus 
prepared, let us step forward to an amicable nego- 
tiation. Let us call on the Executive to send for- 
ward some proper person to the Court of Great, 
Britain, to assure them that we havea high sense 
of the injury done us; that we have it in our pow- 
er to resent it, but wish to see the difference set- 
tled by receiving an indemnification. We shall 
thus make it their interest as well as duty to al- 
low it. This he conceived to be the line of con- 
duct we should adopt, if we wished to preserve 
the Western Hemisphere from the scourges that 
desolate the Old World. By some such measure 
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as that proposed, we should make their motives 
for peace more weighty, and we should give assu- 
rances of our amicable disposition, by showing 
that all we wish is a just compensation. 

In a matter of this kind, he was sensible of the 
danger of precipitation. The best mode of arrest- 
ing the property proposed should be calmly weigh- 
ed. He believed that something like the proposi- 
tion made by Mr. Smirn, of South Carolina, be- 
fore the House resolved itself intoa Committee— 
a stop to all transfers of British property—would 
be ere as a preliminary step. 

e concluded with some observations on the 
respect which nations, however weak, will com- 
mand from their superiors in strength, by showing 
that they will not suffer imposition, by joining 
heart and hand in defenée of their rights. This 
— he was sure, animates Americans, and now 
their power is better able to keep pace with that 
spirit than when we humbled that nation. At 
that time we were in our infancy—an infancy by 
no means thriving under the trammels of the mo- 
ther country—and, when they turned us adrift, 
and began their hostile spoliations, they carried 
with them all our means of defence ; but now, 
thank Providence, we have spirit and power to 
defend ourselves. If the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Smira]| would modify his proposi- 
tion, and make the term thirty days, it should 
have his assent in preference to that now before 
the Committee. 

Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, said, that the 
proposition he had read before the House went 
into Committee was in the nature of an embargo 
on debts, securing them from transfer until the 
necessity of sequestering them more plainly ap- 
peared. The proposition did not then appear to 
meet the wishes of the House. When the Com- 
mittee should rise he would again bring it for- 
ward. The question now before the Committee 
is, whether they will agree to a sequestration of 
British debts. He wished this object had not been 
coupled with the indemnification to our own citi- 
zens, because it is fairer to decide each question 
upon its own merits. That part of the resolutions 
which contemplates an indemnification may give 
a weight to the first part which it might not in- 
trinsically deserve. 

He made some observations on the propriety of 
cool deliberation on the present important subject. 
The passions should be banished, and calm reason 
more than ever courted. It requires all the wis- 
dom of the Legislative body now to combine our 
national honor with our national safety. He had 
doubts on the propriety of the resolutions proposed, 
but acknowledged that the arguments used in their 
favor had great weight in his mind. If the situa- 
tion of this country be compared with that of 
other commercial nations, the propriety of some- 
thing like the present resolutions would appear 
more evident. When other commercial nations 
wish to quarrel with us, their navies erable them 
to seize our vessels, and we cannot retaliate in the 
same way. Then we must fly to such means of 
retaliation as are in our power. If they take our 
property of one description, and we cannot lay our 
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hands upon the same kind, we must take any of 
theirs within our reach. This reasoning has, no 
doubt, great force ; but the sacredness with which 
the modern usages of nations has shielded debts 
is a great bar to our proceeding in the present 
case. Contracts between individuals are now 
considered as out of the reach of Governments, 
and it is the modern usage not to meddle with 
them. In the beginning of our late war, debts 
were not confiscated. The State of South Caro- 
lina, though certainly not wanting provocation, 
while confiscating all other property, left debts 
untouched, under the idea that private contracts 
are sacred. But this, in a case of war, and urgent 
necessity, might be overlooked; but if we are not 
in a state of war, perhaps meddling with private 
contracts might provoke it. Credit is certainly 
important to this country. We should consider 
how far the operation of the resolutions proposed 
would give a shock to it. Besides, they might 
have a tendency to involve us in future wars, 
We shall yet long be under the necessity of re- 
ceiving certain supplies from Europe, and shall 
have debtors among us for those supplies. These 
debtors may at any time, when the burden weighs 
heavy, think of easing it by fomenting dissensions 
with the foreign creditor nation, in expectation 
that a confiscation of the debts may be an effect. 
It is true that, in such a case, they will not be ex- 
onerated. But it cannot be supposed that the Go- 
vernment to whom the debts would be transferred 
could prosecute the recovery of them with as much 
ardor as an individual. 

The gentleman last up had relied on the au- 
thority of ancient and foreign jurists. Some 
among this class of writers warrant putting pri- 
soners to death—a principle which modern cus- 
tom has put a stop to. They also, it is true, war- 
rant the confiscation of debts; but Burlamaqui 
says this is not the practice of modern nations. 
None, or very few trifling examples can be cited, 
he believed, of a departure from this principle, in 
modern times, among nations where commerce is 
cherished. This country depends on commerce, 
and credit is one of the means by which it flour- 
ishes ; we should, then, not endeavor to weaken it. 
If we are once over the barrier, by trifling exten- 
sions of the principle, we may be carried to im- 
moderate lengths, indeed. Some persons who are 
in favor of sequestering private debts, speak with 
horror of touching the public funds. For his part, 
he did not see much difference between confiscat- 
ing private and public debts. The object is the 
injury of an enemy, and to retaliate for injuries. 
Again: if we go to war with Great Britain, it is 
probable we shall be involved with her allies, then 
will it be said, that we shall confiscate what the 
Dutch lent us at a time of distress or since the 

ace. The Dutch have bought largely in our 

unds. The same principle will lead us to lay our 
hands upon that property. It will be difficult to 
draw a line, if we admit the principle. 

Under these impressions if called upon to give 
his vote, he should now feel much embarrassment. 
It had been said that the adoption of the present 
resolutions would be a means of obliging Great 
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Britain to do us justice; that it would strike a 
terror among the subjects of that country, and 
make them clamorous for peace. It might, he 
feared, have a very different effect, exasperate 
them, and unite the people with the Government 
against us. Some further forbearance on our part 
may separate them. It will convince the people 
of Great Britain that we really wish for peace, 
and then, if war is the issue, the impression will 
be severely felt by that Government. We shall 
render the Administration very unpopular, and 
hasten its dismission for one more friendly to this 
country. He was of opinion this crisis was fast 
approaching. 

e concluded by again adverting to his propo- 
sitions for preventing the transfer of British debts, 
which he hoped would be considered as a suffi- 
cient provision in the present exigency, and would 
give time to deliberate on further measures, and 
to watch the course of events in Europe, which, 
he believed, would have great influence upon the 
conduct of Great Britain towards us, and proba- 
bly bring forward the change in the Administra- 
tion of Great Britain. 

The Committee now rose and reported progress. 





Fripay, March 28. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act limiting the time for presenting claims 
for destroyed certificates of certain descriptions.” 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said amendments be com- 
mitted toa Committee of the Whole House on 
Monday next. 


A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the amendment 
proposed by this House in lieu of the amendments 
of the Senate to the first section of the bill, enti- 
tled “An act to provide for the erecting and re- 
pairing of arsenals and magazines, and for other 
purposes.” The Senate recede from their amend- 
ment, disagreed to by this House, to the sixth sec- 
tion, and insist on their amendment, disagreed to 
by this House, to the third section of the said bill. 

The House proceeded to reconsider the amend- 
ment of the Senate, disagreed to by this House, 
and insisted on by the Senate, to the third section 
of the bill, entitled “An act to provide for the 
erecting and repairing of arsenals and magazines, 
and for other purposes.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, Phat this House doth recede from 
their disagreement to the said amendment. 

The Sewing Message was received from the 
PresiDENT OF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

In the execution of the resolution of Congress, bear- 
ing date the twenty-sixth day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, and imposing an em- 
bargo, I have requested the Governors of the several 
States to call forth the force of their Militia, if it should 
be necessary, for the detention of vessels. This power 
is conceived to be incidental to an embargo. 
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It also deserves the attention of Congress how far 
the clearances from one district to another, under the 
law as it now stands, may give rise to evasions of the 
embargo. As one security, the Collectors have been 
instructed to refuse to receive the surrender of coasting 
licenses, for the purpose of taking out registers, and to 
require bond from registered vessels, bound from one 
district to another, for the delivery of the cargo within 
the United States. 

It is not understood that the resolution applies to 
fishing vessels, although their occupations lie, generally, 
in parts beyond the United States. But, without fur- 
ther restrictions, there is an opportunity of their privi- 
leges being used as means of eluding the embargo. 

All armed vessels, possessing public commissions 
from any foreign Power, (letters of marque excepted,) 
are considered as not liable to the embargo. 

These circumstances are transmitted to Congress for 


their consideration. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, March 28, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
committed to Mr. Dexter, Mr. Murray, and Mr. 
GoopHUE. 


SEQUESTRATION OF BRITISH DEBTS. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and took up 
Mr. Dayron’s resolutions for the sequestration of 
debts due to British subjects. 

Mr. Gites commenced his remarks by observ- 
ing, that he had intended to have given a silent 
vote upon this question before the Committee, 
and probably should not have altered that inten- 
tion, if it had not been from the solicitous requests 
expressed yesterday by several gentlemen in the 
opposition, that the favorers of the proposed mea- 
sure should furnish the Committee with the rea- 
sons upon which it was founded. Although it 
appeared to him to be rather unreasonable that 
some gentlemen should be expected, not only to 
possess reasons for their own opinions, but to fur- 
nish reasons for others; and, although he did not 
conceive that the favorers of the measure were 
under any obligation to disclose the reasons in- 
ducing it, provided they thought proper to hazard 
its fate upon a silent vote, yet he was willing to 
indulge the gentlemen ith presenting to them 
the general course of reflection which the subject 
had produced in his mind, and which had strongly 
suggested its propriety. He had, however, a more 
powerful inducement to disclosing his opinion, 
since the subject has become matter of discussion 
and its propriety doubted. 

The measure is deemed a bold one, and preg- 
nant with the most serious consequences; in all 
such cases, he was desirous that his responsibility 
to the United States in general, and to his imme- 
diate constituents in particular, would at all times 
be tested by the real motives which should influ- 
ence his conduct. 

Several gentlemen in the opposition had earn- 
estly admonished the Committee against the in- 
dulgence of their passions upon this subject, and 
recommended the exercise of cool and deliberate 
reasoning. He should not pretend to say how far 
such an admonition was necessary, or justified by 
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the temper of the Committee, but he believed it 
applied as strongly to the gentlemen who sug- 
— the caution, as to those to whom it was ad- 

ressed ; and he hoped, in the course of the future 
discussion, the gentlemen would show an example 
in themselves of the precepts they had prescribed 
to others. 

As to himself, Mr. G. declared that, impressed 
with the awfulness of the present crisis, he had 
never reflected upon a subject with more coolness; 
and, if he understood his own situation, his mind 
was never in a state more susceptible of conviction. 

The proposed measure is expected to eventuate 
in a final explanation of the relative state of things 
between the United States and Great Britain. It 
will probably result, therefore, in an open hostility, 
with the usual appeal to arms, or in a peace, with 
all the rights of neutrality attached to it. For this 
purpose, the resolution proposes a sequestration of 
the debts due to the subjects of Great Britain, to 
be held as a pledge for the indemnification of the 
losses sustained by American citizens under the 
orders of the British King, in contravention of the 
Laws of Nations, and in violation of every rule of 
morality and justice. In the course of debate, this 
subject seems to have resolved itself into two 
questions. First, as it respects the right of one 
nation to sequester the property of the individuals 
of another in any possible case. Second, the policy 
of exercising this right at this time, under the ex- 
isting circumstances of the United States. 

He presumed that a state of things might exist 
between two nations in which reprisal would not 
only become the right but the duty to the nation 
sustaining the wrong. This happens where one 
nation, without cause, forcibly seizes upon the 
effects of another, or of its citizens, and withholds 
them without restitution or compensation, and 
when the nation, whose effects shall be so seized 
and detained, shall possess no other means of in- 
demnification. The right of reprisal in the in- 
jured nation, in such a case, grows out of the in- 
jury sustained, and its inability to redress itself in 
ee other way. 

he duty of the injured nation to make repri- 
sals, is founded upon self-preservation ; and in case 
of the losses of its citizens, upon the promise of 
the protection of property sacredly made by the 
nation to its individual members. 

This he believed to be the doctrine of the laws 
of morality and reason, and he knew it to be the 
doctrine of the Laws of Nations, which were, in 
fact, nothing more than the laws of morality and 
reason systematized and reduced to writing. 

Believing this principle to be a just one, he 
would apply it to the existing state of things be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain. Al- 
most as soon as Great Britain had taken part in 
the iniquitous war against France, the Executive 
of the United States manifested their regard for 
peace, by proclaiming their existing state of neu- 
trality, and recommending to their citizens, not 
only the observance of neutrality, but of impartial 
neutrality—although the partiality of the Ame- 
rican people for the cause of France was well 
known—although, at that moment, their affections 


for the French nation were addressed by the most 
honorable and powerful considerations that ever 
existed between twonations. The peculiar simi- 
larity between the existing French cause, and 
that which had just given birth to American |j- 
berty and independence; the material agency 
which the French nation had exerted in bringing 
about that event; and the existing principles of 
Government here, the product of the Revolution, 
which are the great object of attack by the Com- 
bination against France. 

A pure and laudable regard for peace, and a de- 
testation of war, however, had overcome all these 
sensations, and produced a neutrality, which he 
believed, on the part of the United States, had 
been rigidly observed; at least, he was sure, that 
such was the intention of Government. In this 
state of things, Great Britain commenced an at- 
tack upon this state of neutrality, which it was 
certainly her interest to preserve, and which she 
ought to have deemed a favor to obtain. Great 
Britain continued to keep possession of posts upon 
the acknowledged Territory of the United States, 
to carry on a contraband trade with our savage 
enemy. She, shortly after our proclaimed neu- 
trality, proceeded to interrupt our lawful trade 
with ourallies. She seized, condemned, and sanc- 
tioned, the complete transfer of the property of 
American citizens to her own subjects; and, as if 
there could be no limits to her iniquity and re- 
sentment, she has contrived to open upon our 
Eastern frontiers a barbarous enemy to aid in 
making depredations upon our commerce. 

These acts constitute injuries which amount to 
war, and they are infinitely aggravated, both by 
the perfidy which attended the execution of some 
of them, and the total want of provocation for 
the commission of any of them. 

If, then, Great Britain shall have committed 
acts towards the United States which furnish just 
cause of war, the United States possess the right, 
consistently with the Laws of Nations, to exercise 
any act towards Great Britain which would be 
justifiable in a state of war. The United States 
having received the injuries, are authorized to se- 
lect such measures and means as they may deem 
the most expedient for self-preservation and in- 
demnification. Reprisal is within their power. 
All other means of redress are without their pow- 
er. In such a state of things, reprisal is a right— 
reprisal isa duty. An objection, more plausible 
than solid, has been made to this course of reason- 
ing, that the individuals who will be the immedi- 
ate objects of the reprisal, have not been the im- 
mediate agents of the aggression. The Laws ol 
Nations state, that the property of individuals is 
as much a subject of reprisal as the property ot 
the aggressing nation; but, as the nation is the 
immediate agent in the wrong, the individual who 
sustains an injury thereby, becomes entitled to re- 
compense from his nation, The nation which 
commits the wrong, by this process, will ultimate- 
ly sustain the loss. Hence, in the present case, 
the innocent and unsuspecting victims of the Unit- 
ed States, have received losses from the. lawless 
aggressions of Great Britain, and the question 1s, 
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whether they shall finally sustain those losses, 
without any clear claim of indemnification upon 
the Government of the United States? Or, whe- 
ther the losses shall be transferred to British sub- 
jects, who will thereby possess the clearest claim 
for recompense, from the British Government? 
He thought the laws of God, the laws of morality, 
the laws of reason, the Laws of Nations, would 
all pronounce that the British Government, which 
had done the wrong, should afford the recom- 


nse. 

Mr. G. said, that, if the losses were to be ulti- 
mately borne by the individual subjects of Great 
Britain, the remedy would seem to be a harsh one ; 
but, even in that case, the only alternatives left to 
the United States would be to say, whether their 
own citizens, to whom they have promised pro- 
tection, should finally sustain the losses, or the 
British subjects, to whom they have promised 
no protection. But the situation of the indivi- 
duals, who may be the subjects of reprisal, is 

eatly meliorated, by the consideration of their 
just claim to recompense from their own Govern- 
ment; which he had no doubt but they would ul- 
timately obtain, if they were put into a situation 
to demand it; but if they should ultimately be 
denied justice, it would be a consolation to reflect, 
that it was the injustice of their own Government, 
not of the United States. 

He observed, that a reprisal, in the way pro- 
posed, stood upon the same ground as the invasion 
of the property, in every other case did, and was 
justified upon the same principle, to wit: Self- 
preservation. He presumed, if there existed an 
acknowledged state of war, letters of marque and 
reprisal, commissions to privateers, &¢c., would be 
deemed justifiable and expedient, and that no dis- 
crimination would be made between the property 
of individuals and the property of the nation ; yet, 
the invasion of the vigghts of property in that case 
would be as palpable, asin the case of the reprisal 


proposed, with this aggravation; that, in that case, 
the individual sustaining the loss would not be 
entitled to ultimate recompense from the Govern- 
ment—in the case proposed he would be entitled 
to recompense. He observed, that the British na- 
tion had not discovered this delicate discrimina- 
tion between national and individual property, in 
their late instructions given to their privateers 
and ships of war, although they had sustained no 
wrong; and he thought their conduct an example 
in point for the United States, who had received 
the injury, and committed none. 

A gentleman [Mr. Smrra, of South Carolina] 
yesterday, attempted to make a distinction be- 
tween vessels at sea, and other property; although 
he acknowledged that, at the first blush, he could 
discern no distinction in principle. 

Mr. G. said, that every species of property stood 
on the same principle—the promise made by the 
Government to afford protection to all property— 
the same rights are attached to every species of 
property, and the Government is bound to afford 
an equal security to all. A sentence read yester- 
day, by a gentleman, [Mr. 8S. mp from a wri- 
ter upon the Laws of Nations, clearly shows the 


right of a nation to make reprisal upon all the 
effects of individuals of an aggressing nation in- 
discriminately, except stock in the public funds ; 
which has been exempted, under the idea of its 
ee pledge in the hands of Government; the 
withholding of which would be a breach of pub- 
lic faith. He believed that the practice and policy 
of some nations might have given rise to this dis- 
tinction, but he doubted whether the practice had 
been uniform and universal, and he was clear that 
there was no rational distinction in principle. 
The idea that the public funds are a pledge in the 
hands of Government, and ought not, therefore, to 
be touched, is equally applicable to every other 
species of property. In the case of contracts be- 
tween individuals, the Government guarantees 
the performance upon the refusal of one party to 
pay, orcomply. In the case of lands or personal 
chattels, the Government guarantees the exclu- 
sive enjoyment to the proprietor; it would be 
equally a violation of faith, for the Government 
to deny its obligation in the one case, as in the 
other, and nothing could justify an invasion of the 
rights of property, in any case, but self-preserva- 
tion—the first of all rights, and the highest of all 
duties. 

He positively denied that any pre-eminence was 
due to one species of property over another. He 
said, however, that this discussion was not imme- 
diately necessary, as the resolution under consi- 
deration did not embrace the stock in the funds 
of the United States. 

Mr. G. observed, that it had been said, and re- 
peated in the Committee, that the proposed mea- 
sure was war. He denied that the measure in 
itself was war, or that it furnished a just cause of 
war. He believed, however, that it was problem- 
atical whether it would eventuate in peace or 
war; indeed, he remarked, that the crisis of affairs 
is already such, that, whether the measure be 
adopted or not, he viewed war as a probable event, 
peace as a possible event; but the point he con- 
tended for was, that if the aggressions towards the 
United States be sufficient to justify reprisal, the 
exercise of the right does not furnish a just cause 
of war. The exercise of a right by one nation 
can never involve the absurd consequence of giving 
another nation the right to exercisea wrong. He 
said, that gentlemen on one side of this question 
seemed to act upon an imaginary, instead of the 
real, state of things. He was not, therefore, 
astonished at hearing the Committee cautioned 
against the violation of neutrality. He did not 
conceive that the present state of things between 
the United States and Great Britain would justify 
the use of the term neutrality. Neutrality is a 
term used to signify the relation in which two na- 
tions stand towards each other. Neutrality there- 
fore requires parties—either party may destroy 
the relation between the parties. it therefore a 


peared absurd to him to say that Great Britain 
was in a state of depredation and war towards the 
United States, and the United States in a state of 
neutrality towards Great Britain. It has been 
said, that the United States have not abandoned 
their neutrality ; this is true, but it is no evidence 
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that neutrality exists. Great Britain has aban- 
doned it for them. 

He said, however, that this was disregarding 
the substance and entering into a mere cavil about 
names. It was not material, in his opinion, what 
name ought to be given to the existing relation of 
things between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain. Whether it was called a state of peace, a 
state of war, a state of neutrality, a state of repri- 
sal, a state of retortion, or a state of very uncivil 
conduct on the part of Great Britain. Nor did he 
conceive it material to ascertain whether there 
were any intermediate stage between a state of 
peace and a state of war, or in which state the de- 
predations of Great Britain should technically be 
classed ; but one thing was certain and material— 
that the United States had sustained substantial 
wrongs, which required a substantial remedy. 
Gentlemen who have regarded names and disre- 
garded substances have also been extremely alarm- 
ed at the idea of a discrimination of conduct b 
the United States towards foreign nations. 
gentleman [Mr. Boupinor] observed yesterday, 
that the United States had sustained injuries from 
France and Spain as well as Great Britain, and 
asked why there should be any discrimination in 
their favor? Mr. G. said he was extremely hurt 
that the conduct of France should be so unneces- 
sarily and unopportunely arraigned in that House. 
He sub.nitted it to the gentlemen to say, if the 
United States should be compelled to enter into 
the war, which was at this moment not an im- 
probable event, why then it would be wise to irri- 
tate the only nation in the world who could afford 
them any substantial assistance? He said that 
this conduct was the less justifiable, from the re- 
collection that the conduct of France was the re- 
sult of necessity, and that there was every reason 
to conclude that the conduct of that nation would 
be explained in a satisfactory manner. But a con- 
sideration mentioned by a gentleman [Mr. Samira, 
of Maryland,] yesterday, was a conclusive an- 
swer—the United States owe to France a pecu- 
niary obligation, as well as one of a more sacred 
nature. This is at all times sufficient for their 
indemnification. With respect to Spain, if the 
gentleman would show the injury sustained, and 
point out a fund for indemnification, Mr. G. de- 
clared he would not hesitate a moment to apply it 
to that object. 

But will the gentleman conclude, that because 
one nation has injured us, in a degree against 
which we have no redress, that therefore we shall 
not indemnify ourselves from a nation which has 
injured us in the extreme, and against which we 
have the most ample redress ? 

He believed the gentleman’s coolness, his wis- 
dom, and his deliberation, could not possibly lead 
him to such a result. With respect to discrimi- 
nation in the conduct of the United States towards 
foreign nations, it necessarily grew out of the 
character of the conduct of other nations towards 
the United States. Some gentlemen appeared to 
him to have carried their ideas upon this subject 
to the most fanciful absurdities. To keep France 
out of the comparison, let this indiscriminate con- 
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duct, so much applauded, be applied to Great 
Britain and Holland. Great Britain destroys our 
trade, plunders our property, and, to her injuries, 
adds insult and contempt. Holland, engaged in 
the same cause, fosters our trade, and respects us 
asa nation. Under these circumstances, do gen- 
tlemen contend that an indiscriminate conduct js 
due to Great Britain and to Holland? Or do they 
mean to carry this delicate indiscriminate conduct 
so far as to refuse to themselves all redress from 
one nation, because they would wish to deal out 
the same conduct to all others, whether they had 
offended or not? He said, that discrimination 
was stamped in the front of the conduct of foreign 
nations towards us, and to make an indiscriminate 
return would be the worst and most unjust of all 
discriminations. He hoped gentlemen would par- 
don him, but he could not help thinking that they 
had carried their ideas upon this subject to the 
most fanciful absurdities. A gentleman [Mr. 
Smiru, of South Carolina,] yesterday remarked, 
that of late the condition of war had been much 
ameliorated as it regards the rights of property, 
and he thought the amelioration ought to be ex- 
tended rather than abridged. Mr. G. declared, 
that he heartily joined him in his wishes that the 
condition of war would ere long be ameliorated, 
both as it regards property and persons. He hoped 
that mankind wouid soon learn more wisdom than 
to butcher each other for the amusement or se- 
curity of the privileged orders of the world. From 
that source he believed all wars arose, and until 
the cause was banished from the earth, he feared 
the fatal effects resulting from it would continue 
to exist. He declared, that he should view the 
banishment of the privileged orders from the 
world as the surest harbinger of the approach of 
the Millenium. But this is not the happy period 
of the world; for, although the United States are 
free from this pest of the human species in their 
internal organization, yet the evils they at this 
moment experience arise from their external in- 
tercourse with that part of the world which 1s less 
fortunate. The attack made onthe United States 
at this moment, is an attack upon property. If 
there should be a war between the United States 
and Great Britain, it will be a war of property. 
Unless there should be a species of madness in the 
nation not to be calculated upon, they cannot think 
of invasion and subjugation. It is known that the 
United States cannot make an attack upon Great 
Britain, and territory and conquest with them are 
no objects. Hence the war will be confined to 
depredations upon property. This is the most 
dishonorable species of wartare, and therefore the 
more to be regretted. There is this obvious dis- 
tinction, however, between the United States and 
Great Britain. With Great Britain, at least with 
the privileged orders, it is matter of choice; with 
the United States, it is matter of compulsion. The 
United States despise this mode of warfare; they 
covet not the property of any nation upon earth, 
but self-preservation demandsit. They are under 
the strong hand of a powerful nation, despising 
their rights, and regardless of justice. In this state 
of things, there is but little hope of strengthening 
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the sacred ties of property ; for, in the example of 
Great Britain, her late conduct can furnish no 
consolation for these theoretic speculations; and 
however the United States might be inclined to 
practise upon them, yet the British depredations 
will forbid them—for submission will be an invi- 
tation to new acts of aggression. He most ar- 
dently wished the state of things were otherwise ; 
but, exposed to these inconveniences, the most 
effectual means ought to be adopted for their re- 
sistance. 

Mr. G. proceeded to observe, that having shown 
the right of reprisal to be conformable to the Laws 
of Nations, and clearly justified by the existing 
relation of things between the United States and 
Great Britain, he would now submit a few re- 
marks upon the policy of exercising the right at 
this time. Under the existing circumstances of 
the United States, he thought the policy of the 
measure was recommended by the clearest and 
most obvious principles. The relation of things 
between the United States and Great Britain ts 
such as to demand a final and unequivocal expla- 
nation, whether the proposed measure be adopted 
or not. In all parts of this Committee, in all parts 
of the United States, a definitive explanation is 
called for. The present state of things between 
the two nations cannot long exist. 

It is to be hoped that the tone of language to be 
used by the United States will be adjusted to the 
nature of the injuries they have sustained. Ac- 
quiescence and submission are no longer recom- 
mended. Hence, matters are already reduced to 
extremities, and all the irritations already exist 
which can grow out of an extreme state of things. 
The proposed measure can add nothing to these 
irritations. The question therefore appears to be 
reduced to this—whether, in demanding an ex- 
planation and attempting negotiation, we shall use 
all the means in our power to compel a favorable 
issue? Or whether we shall tamely supplicate 
for justice, and suffer the most effectual means of 
compulsion to elude our grasp? He did not mean 
here to recapitulate the conduct of Great Britain 
towards us; he hoped it was sufficiently impressed 
upon the mind of every gentleman in the Com- 
mittee; but, after the recent experience of her 
conduct, it would be madness, it would be folly, to 
address our complaints to her justice or modera- 
tion. He chenglts it would be wise to lay hold of 
every thing in our power, and hold it as a pledge 
for her good behaviour. This measure would put 
us in the best possible situation for negotiation. It 
would authorize an appeal to her interest, which 
she could not resist. He begged the Committee 
to reflect upon the argument which had been used 
here, to prevent a late measure which had been 
adopted, and which had been renewed upon the 
present resolution, that a great value in property, 
belonging to the citizens of the United States was 
in the power of the British, and that any counter- 
acting measures would place it in extreme hazard. 
This seemed to him to have been the most pre- 
vailing argument which had been urged, and for 
some time was irresistible. If, then, the argument 
shall have been applied with so much force here, 
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with how much more force will it be applied in 
Great Britain, when they find that the property of 
the individuals of that nation is placed in jeopardy 
here, and that it greatly exceeds in value the 
whole of the property which they have infamously 
detained and condemned? Besides, if, in the event 
of a war, it should be a war of property, as is 
every where contemplated, Great Britain will find 
that the war will be commenced upon very une- 
qual terms. Viewing this measure, therefore, as 
to its probable tendency to peace or war, he 
thought the probability greatly in favor of its pro- 
ducing peace. When Great Britain shall find that 
she is entering into a contest upon unequal terms, 
when she shall find that it may terminate in a 
permanent loss of the advantages of her commerce 
with the United States, when she shall see before 
her a precipice, into which if she should once 
enter she never can return, she would pause before 
she acted, she would take time to count the pro- 
bable loss and gain, and peace would be the infal- 
lible consequence of such deliberate calculations. 
This measure will convince Great Britain that the 
United States possess a knowledge of their rights, 
a confidence in their ability, and a determination 
in their disposition to assert and support them. 

A gentleman [Mr. Smrru, of South Carolina, 
observed yesterday, that a pacific system woul 
— attach the people of Great Britain to the 

nited States, and detach them from their own 
Government. The gentleman ought to recollect, 
that a pusillanimous condu«t will not. It is with 
nations as it is with individuals—to be respected 
by others, they should respect themselves. The 
same gentleman remarked, that a change of Min- 
istry might be expected, and advised waiting for 
the event. The idea is as undignified as it is 
chimerical. 

Mr. G. said, he knew nothing of the change of the 
Ministry—the principle was unknown here. The 
people hess were their own Governors. It was 
immaterial to them who the Minister was. Even 
in the country where the people were less fortu- 
nate, where Ministers govern, a change of Minis- 
ters never produced any solid advantage to the 
nation. It was merely an expedient of the mo- 
ment, to smother a popular clamor. But, even 
proceeding upon the gentleman’shy pothesis, which 
Mr. G. thought whally inadmissible, he submitted 
to the gentleman to determine, whether a positive 
submission by foreigners to the avaricious regula- 
tions of a Minister, be the most likely mean t6 
render him unpopular at home? On the other 
hand, whether it was not the most effectual mean 
of preserving his popularity, and of keeping him 
in office? He presumed the people at home 
would never complain of injuries abroad, if those 
who sustained them refused to complain. It is 
but by resistance, and throwing the burden upon 
the people of England, that they can be brought 
to complain. But, in cases of such extremities as 
the present, all appeals to the people of England 
are futile and degrading. Our only resource should 
be in our own exertions. They would be abun- 
dantly sufficient, if we could be brought to be- 
lieve it. 
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Mr. G. remarked, that the people of Ireland had 


lately afforded an instructing lesson upon this 
point. They had arms in their hands for the pur- 
pose of asserting their rights; under the idea of 
acquiescence and submission they had surrendered 
them to the Government; perhaps, under the ex- 
pectation of a change of Ministry. Did this act 
of submission render them more respectable in the 
eyes of the people of England? Did it encour- 
age the hopes of those who wished the establish- 
ment of Government upon the principle of equal 
rights? Did it not rivet the chains upon the peo- 
le of England? Did it render the people of Ire- 
and more respectable in the eyes of the people 
of the United States? To these questions it was 
unnecessary to give an answer. The people of 
Ireland reaped the usual merits of submission— 
imposition and insult. 
here was another consideration strongly in fa- 
vor of the policy of the proposed measure. Ap- 
plications have been already made from different 
parts of the United States by the immediate suffer- 
ers from the British depredations, for an indemnifi- 
cation of their losses. These applications will, pro- 
bably, be increased, repeated, and continued; the 
agricultural and other interests of the United 
States will, probably, never consent to equalize 
this burden. The claims of the sufferers upon 
the Government will gain additional weight, un- 
less this fund should be offered to them for their 
indemnification. This is the obvious, the natu- 
ral and the rightful fund for their indemnifica- 
tion; and he thought it was, at least, the duty of 
the Government to hold it as a pledge for their 
security. If this measure should not now be adopt- 
ed, the refusal will lay a foundation for further 
rties in the United States, which may ultimate- 
y have a serious effect upon the Government. 
An objection, of a very delicate and influential 
nature, has been made to the proposed measure, 
which required some consideration. That it would 
affect the character and credit of the Government. 
He had viewed this objection with the most deli- 
berate attention, and felt the whole force of its 
imposing delicacy ; but was at length perfectly 
satisfied that it was unfounded. This objection 
relates rather to the right than the policy of the 
United States to adopt the measure. If the Unit- 
ed States possesses the right of reprisal upon an 
honest and sound interpretation of the Laws of 
Nations; if the conduct of Great Britain towards 
the United States be sufficient to justify the ex- 
cess of the right, he believed the policy of exer- 
cising the right could never tarnish the American 
character, nor lessen the credit of American citi- 
zens hereafter. The World of Nations, as well as 
individuals, will easily see, that it was a measure 
of compulsion, not of choice; that, although the 
United States believed, they regretted the neces- 
sity; that they were not the authors of the origi- 
nal wrongs; that they had borne them with pa- 
tience, had used their endeavors to prevent the 
commission of them ; and that, when these wrongs 
were committed and repeated, the United States 
possessed no other means of redress. 
Under these circumstances, in the exercise of a 
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substantial right, he did not believe there could 
flow any consequential wrong. 

The motive would be looked at, and it would 
furnish a complete exoneration from blame, whilst 
the ee aggressors would become justly re- 
sponsible for all the consequences. j 

Mr. G. said, he could not sit down without mak- 
ing some remarks upon the fruits of the conduct 
heretofore observed by the United States. The 
most pacific system has heretofore marked the 
character of the Government. All America looked 
upon the late proclamation of neutrality as a com- 
petent guarantee for peace. He had no doubt bur 
that it was dictated by the purest regard for peace, 
But what have been the fruits of it? He did not 
mean to condemn the conduct of the Executive. 
Perhaps it was suggested by the then existing 
state of things. He only intended to show, that it 
had not met with the return it merited, and which 
was reasonably expected from it. 

It has not produced peace. A regard for peace 
has been construed into a fear of war. A resist- 
ance of the feelings of the people for the cause of 
France has been a palatable food for British arro- 
gance and presumption. Submission to aggres- 
sion has invited new aggressions ; appeals for jus- 
tice have been deemed testimonies of debility, till 
at length the United States, after having been 
stripped of their citizens and property, are upon 
the eve of a war, because they have not exerted 
their rights at an earlier period. If this conduct 
should lone been heretofore wise and pacific, ex- 
perience has taught us that it isno longer so; no- 
thing can be expected from the justice, the honor, 
or the moderation of a Court, which has proved 
itself equally a stranger to them all; but, before 
such a tribunal, acquiescence will beget injuries. 
injuries will beget insults, and insults will beget 
contempt, degradation, and war. 

Mr. Swirr remarked that, on the first view of 
the subject, he had been inclined to favor the pro- 
position, not having attended minutely to the dis- 
tinction made by the Laws of Nations respecting 
the ae of an enemy liable to reprisal; but 
on a full investigation of the subject, and mature 
deliberation, he was convinced that the proposition 
under consideration would be a direct and mani- 
fest violation of the Laws of Nations; he was, 
therefore, clearly and decidedly opposed to its 
adoption. Gentlemen have said ah respecting 
the insults and the injuries which we have receiv- 
ed from the British nation ; but Mr. S. conceived 
it to be unnecessary that gentlemen should de- 
scribe their insults and injuries in the highest 
colors to inflame our passions, and to animate our 
resentment. He believed that every gentleman 
in the Committee deeply felt the indignity which 
had been offered to their country, and was con- 
vinced that Great Britain had been guilty of a 
violation of the Laws of Nations; but, under such 
circumstances, it was our duty to conduct with 
coolness, candor, and moderation. He thought 
that the heat and passion which had been mani- 
fested in the course of the debate were inconsist- 
ent with that dignity and propriety which ought 
to mark the deliberations of the Legislature. 
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Mr. S. observed, that the conduct of the British 
Court in regard to their concealing in such a sin- 
gular manner the order of the 6th of November, 
and the equivocal terms in which it was express- 
ed, was greatly to theirdishonor. But he thought 
that the words, legal adjudication, would fairly 
admit of a construction that no American vessel 
that should be taken pursuant to that order, could 
be liable to be condemned, unless warranted by 
the Laws of Nations. There was reason to ap- 
prehend that such was the intention of the British 
Cabinet; and that the Courts of Admiralty in the 
West Indies, in their condemnations, had exceed- 
ed their jurisdiction, and contradicted the design 
of the Court of London. Recent intelligence con- 
firmed the idea. No information of these illegal 
transactions had yet been communicated to them. 
It was possible that when that Court were made 
acquainted with the injuries we had sustained 
that they would award restitution or compensa- 
tion. Mr. S. remarked that, by the Laws of Na- 
tions, no nation had a right to make reprisal for 
any injury till all other means of obtaining justice 
had failed; that it was our duty in the first place 
to represent to the Court of Great Britain, the 
spoliations that had been made on our commerce 
by the illegal condemnation of our vessels ; that, till 
we had done this: the Laws of Nations would not 
warrant us to make reprisals on the goods and 
effects of the British nation. That there was a 
possibility of obtaining a satisfactory explanation 
of their conduct and reparation for the injuries 
we had suffered. It was, therefore, a proper sub- 
ject of negotiation. But, he said, if that nation 
will not do us justice, then we are authorized to 
make reprisals. 

Mr. 8. then observed that, when we had taken 
such steps as would authorize reprisal, we should 
be precluded by the Laws of Nations from adopt- 
ing the proposition under consideration. He said 
that a gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Mercer] 
had yesterday asserted that Burlamaqui was the 
only authority among the writers aoshe Laws of 
Nations against the measure; and that the opin- 
ion of Vattel was in favor of it. Another gentle- 
man from Maryland, [Mr. Smiru] had read a 
passage from Vattel, which he considered as an 
authority in point, to justify the seizing of private 
debts; but not debts due from the public. But if 
these gentlemen had thoroughly examined Vattel, 
they would have found, instead of his being an 
authority in their favor, he had in the most direct 
terms maintained a contrary opinion. He then 
read a passage from Vattel, that showed that the 
effects of an enemy in a country at the time of a 
declaration of war cannot be seized, but that the 
owner is entitled to a reasonable time to remove 
them; and another passage, which expressly de- 
clared that, by the usage and custom of modern 
nations, public and private debts are not the sub- 
ject of reprisal. Mr. S. conceived that these rules 
were founded in the highest wisdom; that all 
debts were contracted under a sanction of public 
faith, and an understanding that a war should not 
render them liable to seizure or confiscation ; that 
a moral obligation existed between the contract- 
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ing parties for the payment of the debts ; and that 
no Government could ever have a right to violate 
a moral obligation. That, therefore, by the Law 
of Nations in all instances where property comes 
into the possession of a nation by a confidence re- 
— in their honor and faith, as in ease of pub- 
ic or private debts, such property can never be 
the subject of reprisal, because this would be to 
authorize a breach of public faith ; but reprisals 
are always to be made on property in possession 
of the nation who has done the injury, and which 
— be taken without any violation of those prin- 
ciples, which ought to be held sacred in time of 
war. 

Mr. S. remarked, that it had been suggested that 
the British nation had been guilty of a violation 
of the Laws of Nations in their treatment of us; 
and that, therefore, we were not bound to govern 
ourselves by that law in our conduct towards 
them. This argument, however plausible, he said 
would not bear the test of examination ; that all 
reprisals were justified only on the principle that 
the nation on whom reprisal is made has been 
guilty of a previous violation of the Laws of Na- 
tions. When a nation disregards that general 
law by which the conduct of all independent 
communities towards each other is to be regulated, 
the same law points out the mode of redress. If 
there has been no violation of that law, there can 
be no reprisal. If there has been a violation, then 
the reprisal must be pursuant to the law, for it is 
the highest absurdity to say, that because there has 
been an infraction of a law which authorizes a 
certain mode of redress, that we may pursue a 
different mode of redress in violation of the law 
which gives us the right. This would be at once 
to renounce the whole system of the Laws of 
Nations, and throw mankind back into a state of 
savage barbarity and ferocity. 

Mr. S. then adverted to the policy of the mea- 
sure. He said, upon a fair caleulation, it would 
be found that the adoption of the proposition 
would be productive of far greater injury to this 
country than the amount of the losses sustained 
by our citizens in consequence of the spoliations 
committed upon ourcommerce. It is evident that 
this country, even admitting that a war should 
take place, would wish to renew their commercial 
connexion with Great Britain. But if, in con- 
tempt of the Law of Nations, we seize on private 
debts, we shall forever forfeit all credit ; no trust 
can be reposed in our citizens, and no faith in our 
Government. No foreign merchants will ever 
deal on credit with our citizens, from a well guard- 
ed apprehension that, in case of a war between 
the countries, the sacred nature of private con- 
tracts will not protect them against the hand of a 
Government which has exhibited the example of 
a deliberate violation of the Laws of Nations. 
When we consider the immense advantages that 
ean be derived from private credit and national 
honor, it will be easy to imagine the infinite mis- 
chief that must result from a disregard of those 
principles. 

Mr. S. objected to the measure on the ground 
that he considered it to be a declaration of war; 
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and he did not think that the circumstances re- 
quired or justified our taking that step. He said 
that notwithstanding the unwarrantable proceed- 
ings of the British nation; yet, no act had been 
done by the British Court that clearly indicated 
an intention to make war directly upon us, or that 
could be considered as direct and intentional war, 
though we might consider many of their acts as 
just causes of making war on our part. 

The revocation of the order of the 6th of No- 
vember, the new instructions of the 8th of Janu- 
ary, and the explanation given to the merchants 
of London, clearly evidenced that a war might be 
avoided with that nation. While there was the 
remotest possibility of preserving our peace we 
ought not todo an act which might endanger a 
war. While then the conduct of the British 
Cabinet would admit of an explanation, while 
there was a prospect that we might obtain by ne- 
gotiation restitution of the property of our citi- 
zens or compensation for the losses they had sus- 
tained, we ought to pursue that mode; but if we 
proceeded to make reprisals by adopting an illegal 
measure, it must certainly be deemed a declara- 
tion of war. 

The omission of the regular means of obtaining 
satisfaction by negotiation and an unwarrantable 
mode of reprisal would certainly be just causes of 
war. If we must be driven into a war it would 
be of the highest advantage to us to conduct it in 
such a manner as to convince the people of Great 
Britain that we sincerely wished to avoid it, and 
that the unjust and illegal proceedings of their 
own Court have been the sole cause of the war. 
In such case we have reason to think, that so great 
is the interest of that nation in preserving our 
commercial connexion, that a powerful party will 
be formed in our favor to oppose the injustice of 
the Government. The sentiments of the people 
will be against the war, and the Court will find it 
extremely difficult to maintain it under such cir- 
cumstances. 

But if, without demanding an explanation, we 
proceed to adopt rash, violent, and unwarrantable 
measures, the spirit of the nation will rise against 
us, and the people will join the Court in prose- 
cuting a war which will be then deemed just and 
necessary. 

Mr. S. then observed that we ought t6 take into 
consideration the present situation of Europe ; 
that the late successes of the French nation had 
materially changed the political prospect. It was 
possible that these successes had been the cause 
which had produced an alteration in the views of 
the British Court. If events had happened which 
had rendered the disposition of that nation less 
unfriendly and hostile, we ought to take advantage 
of that circumstance, and not do any thing to 
check the progress of that favorable disposition. 
He most sincerely hoped that these successes 
would convince the combined Powers of the im- 
oe to conquer France, and produce a gen- 
eral pacification. 

While such were the prospects, he ardently 
wished that a measure repugnant to the principles 
of common honesty and common justice might 





be rejected ; and he hoped that no gentleman in 
the Committee would vote in favor of a proposi- 
tion which would fix an indelible stigma on our 
national character. 

The Committee now rose, and had leave to sit 


again. 





Monpay, March 31. 


Mr. Dexter, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Message of the PresipENT oF THE 
Unirep Srares, of the twenty-eighth instant, re- 
lative to the execution of the resolve laying an 
embargo, made a report ; which was read: Where- 
upon, 

" Munoleed by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, during the continuance of the 

resent embargo no registered vessel, having on 
see goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be al- 
lowed to depart from one port of the United States, 
to any other port within the same, unless the mas- 
ter, owner, consignee, or factor, shall first give 
bond, with one or more sureties, to the Collector 
of the district from which she is about to depart, 
in a sum of double the value of the vessel and car- 
go, that the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall be re-landed in some port of the United 
States; which bond, and also a certificate from 
the Collector of the district where the same may 
be relanded, shall, by the Collectors, respectively, 
be transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
That the several Collectors be prohibited from 
granting a clearance to any foreign ship or vessel, 
in any case whatever, during the continuance of 
the present embargo, and all armed vessels, pos- 
sessing public commissions from any foreign Pow- 
er, (letters of marque excepted,) are to be consi- 
dered as not liable to the embargo. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled * An 
act to provide for placing buoys on certain rocks 
off the harbor of New London, and in Providence 
river,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have agreed toa resolution to carry 
into more complete effect the resolution directing 
an embargo ; to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and the same being read, was disagreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act to make provision for the widow and orphan 
children of Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the 
service of the United States ;” to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. ; 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the state ol 
the Union under consideration, and come to seve- 
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ral resolutions thereupon; which he delivered in 
at the Clerk’s table. 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lutions. 

And the first, second, third, and fourth resolu- 
tions, being severally twice read at the Clerk’s 
table, were, on the question put thereupon, agreed 
to by the House, as follows : 

1. Resolved, That effectual measures ought to 
be adopted to complete the present Military Esta- 
blishment of the United States, and that provision 
ought to be made that the same may be kept full. 

2. Resolved, That an additional corps of artille- 
ry, not to exceed oat hundred men, officers in- 
cluded, and also including one chief, and four as- 
sistant engineers, ought to be raised for garrisoning 
the fortifications, which are, or may be erected, 
for the defence of the seacoasts. 

3. Resolved, That the Presipenrr be authorized 
and empowered to call on the Executives of the 
several States, to take effectual measures, as soon 
as may be, to organize, and hold in readiness to 
march at a moment’s warning, eighty thousand 
effective militia, officers included, to be apportion- 
ed to the States respectively, in proportion to the 
whole number of white inhabitants ; that is to say : 

To the State of— 





Georgia, - Re i - 1,333 
South Carolina, - - - - - 3,550 
North Carolina, - - - - - 7,331 
Kentucky, - - - - - - 1,532 
Virginia, - - - - - - Sieve 
Maryland, - - - - - - 5,418 
Delaware, - - - - - - 1,256 
Pennsylvania, - - - - - 10,768 
New Sarsat - - . . - - 4,318 
New York, -— - - - - - %,971 
Vermont, - - : - : - 2,139 
Connecticut, - - - : - - 5,881 
Rhode Island, - - - - - 1,697 
Massachusetts, - - - - - 11,885 
New Hampshire,- - - - - 3544 

80,000 


Which detachment of militia shall be officered out 
of the present militia officers. or others, at the op- 
tion and discretion of the Constitutional authority 
of the States, respectively. 

4. Resolved, That any independent corps of 
cavalry, artillery, or infantry, may be accepted, as 
part of the said detachment of militia, provided 
they shall voluntarily engage; and provided the 
same shall be deemed eligible by the Presipenr. 

The fifth resolution was twice read at the Clerk’s 
table, amended, and agreed to by the House, as 
follows: " 

Resolved, That the Presipenr be desired to 
request the Executives of the several States to take 
effectual care that the whole of the militia, as well 
as the men detached as aforesaid, be armed and 
equipped according to law. 

The sixth resolution was twice read at the 
Clerk’s table, and debate arising thereupon, an ad- 
journment was called for: Whereupon, the several 
orders of the day were further postponed until to- 
morrow. 


Tuespay, April 1. 

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the county 
of Washington, in the State of Maryland, whose 
names are thereunto subscribed, was presented to 
the House and read, praying a revision and amend- 
ment of the act, entitled “ An act concerning the 
duties on spirits distilled within the United States.” 
Also, the petitions of sundry inhabitants of the 
counties of Chester and Lancaster, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, to the same effect. 

ered, That the said petitions be referred to 
Mr. Moore, Mr. Smivie, Mr. M’Dowe .., Mr. 
Beatty, and Mr. Spriae, with instruction to ex- 
amine the same, and report to the House the ge- 
neral operation and effect of the excise in the 
United States, and the nett amount of revenue 
arising therefrom. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to make provision for the widow and orphan chil- 
dren of Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the 
service of the United States,” was read the first 
time. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act to provide for placing buoys on certain 
rocks off the harbor of New London and in Pro- 
vidence river;” and the same being read, were 
agreed to. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
sixth resolution, reported yesterday from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union ; and the same being amended at the Clerk’s 
table, was, on the question put thereupon, agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made, by 
law, for organizing and raising a military force, 
under the authority of the Government of the 
United States, to consist of twenty-five thousand 
men. rank and file, with the proper officers, to serve 
for the term of years, or during a war which 
may break out between the United States and any 
foreign European Power. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the foregoing resolution, and to the reso- 
lutions agreed to yesterday, and that Mr. Sepe- 
wick, Mr. Dearporn. Mr. JEREMIAH Wapsworrh, 
Mr. Dayvon, Mr. Irvine, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Par- 
KER, Mr. Locke, and Mr. Pickens, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to establish the Post 
Office and Post Roads within the United States; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto; which he delivered in at the Clerk's 
table. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 








Wepnespay, April 2. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ Anact 
to make provision for the widow and orphan chil- 
dren of Robert Forsyth, who was killed in the 
service of the United States, was read the second 
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time, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to grant to the citizens of the United States 
commissions of marque and reprisals against the Regen- 
cies of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis:” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed to 
a Commitiee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments, reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bill to establish the Post 
Office and Post Roads of the United States; and 
the said amendments being ar oae twice read 
and agreed to by the House, the said bill was then 
further amended, and, together with the amend- 
ments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the memorial of Ar- 
thur St. Clair; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported progress. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the said report, and that it be recommitted 
to Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Tuarcuer, and Mr. 
HinpMan. 


Tuurspay, April 3. 


A petition of Augustine Seaton, of the State of 
Virginia, praying compensation for the value of 
two wagons and teams, the property of the peti- 
tioner, which were taken for the use of Colonel 
Grayson’s regiment of the late American Army ; 
also, that he may be reimbursed a certain sum of 
money, which he advanced for supplies of cloth- 
ing to the said regiment, in the year 1777. 

Ordered, That the said petitions do lie on the 
table. 

Ordered, That the committee appointed on the 
7th of February last, to report whether any, and 
what, alterations or amendments are, in their 
opinion, necessary in the act, entitled “An act con- 
cerning the registering and recording of ships or 
vessels ;” also, in the act entitled “An act for en- 
rolling and licensing ships or vessels to be em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same ;” also, in the act entitled 
“An act to regulate the collection of the duties 
imposed by law on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels ;” and, also, if any, and 
what, further Legislative provision may be neces- 
sary for the securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas, be instructed to report by way of bill 
or bills. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to encourage the re- 
cruiting service ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and 
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made several amendments thereto; which were 
severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the motion of the 27th of 
February last, providing for the payment of the 
interest on the balances credited certain States, in 
the books of the Treasury ; and also for the pay- 
ment, by annual instalments, of the balances due 
from sundry of the States, on a final settlement of 
the accounts between the United States and indi- 
vidual States ; and, after some time spent therein. 
the Committee rose and reported progress. 


Fripay, April 4. 


An engrossed bill, to encourage the recruiting 
service, was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill, to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

A memorial of the Representatives of the peo- 
ple of the territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, was presented to the House and 
read, praying that such measures may be adopted 
as may be deemed most expedient and effectual 
for the protection and preservation of the inhabit- 
ants of the said territory from the hostile incur- 
sions of the Indians; also, for the releasement 
from slavery of such of the citizens of the United 
States as are now in captivity at Algiers. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Carnes, Mr. Brount, Mr. Mepane, Mr. 
Pickens, and Mr. Preston; that they do exam- 
ine the matter thereof, and report the same, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Goopuug, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making further provision for se- 
curing and collecting the duties on foreign and 
domestic distilled spirits, stills, wimes, and teas ; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you three Letters from our Minister in 
London ; advices concerning the Algerine Mission, from 
our Minister at Lisbon, and others; and a Letter from 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to 
the Secretary of State, with his answer. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Usrrep Srates, April4, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Manison, from the joint committee of the 
two Houses, appointed to consider and report 
what business is necessary to be done by Congress 
in the present session, and what part of the busi- 
ness now depending may be, without great incon- 
venience, postponed until the next session, made 
a report; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the amendments 
proposed by the Senate, to the bill entitled “An 
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act limiting the time for presenting claims for de- 
stroyed certificates of certain descriptions ;” and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 

Ordered, That the committee appointed on the 
21st day of February last, to prepare and bring in 
a bill or bills on the resolutions providing ways and 
means for defraying the cost of a Naval Arma- 
ment, and the annual expense thereof, be dis- 
charged from further proceeding in the same, and 
that the said resolutions be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 





Monpay, April 7. 


A petition of sundry inhabitants of the towns 
of Salem, Beverly, and Danvers, in the State of 
Massachusetts, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
op a revision and amendment of the existing 
aws of Congress, granting bounties to vessels em- 
ployed in the fisheries of the United States, so that 
the Collectors of the Customs may be authorized 
and directed to pay, both for the last year and in 
future, upon all vessels above thirty tons burden, 
and not exceeding sixty-eight tons, the addition of 
twenty per centum to the allowance of two dol- 
lars and a half for each and every ton of such ves- 
sel’s admeasurement. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Lyman, Mr. Winaare, and Mr. Houren; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Senewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bili to augment the military force of 
the United States; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. Ciarxk submitted the following resolution: 


“Resolved, That, until the Government of Great Bri- 
tain shall cause restitution to be made for all losses and 
damages sustained by the citizens of the United States 
from armed vessels, or from any person or persons act- 
ing under commission or authority of the British King, 
contrary to the Laws of Nations, and in violation of the 
rights of neutrality ; and, also, until all the posts now 
held and detained by the King of Great Britain, within 
the territories of the United States, shall be surrendered 
and given up, all commercial intercourse between the 
citizens of the United States and the subjects of the 
King of Great Britain, so far as the same respects arti- 
cles of the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or 
Ireland, shall be prohibited: Provided, Such prohibi- 
tion shall not extend to vessels or their cargoes, arriving 
in any of the ports of the United States, before the 
day of next :” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Sepewick. from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill directing a detachment from the 
militia of the United States; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. Sepewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for raising and organizing a corps 
of artillerists and engineers; which was read 
twice, and committed. 











the Whole House on the motion of the 2d in- 
stant, authorizing the PresipenT oF THE UNITED 
STaTes to grant to the citizens of the United 
States commissions of marque and reprisals against 
the Regencies of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said mo- 
tion under consideration, and come to a resolution 
thereupon ; which was twice read and agreed to 
by the House as follows: 

Resolved, That the Presipent or THE Unitrep 
States be authorized to grant to the citizens of 
the United States commissions of marque and re- 
prisals against the Regencies of Algiers and 
Tunis. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Samuet 
Smitn, Mr. Harriey, and Mr. Parker, do .pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the motion of the 27th 
of February last, providing for the payment of the 
interest on the balances credited certain States in 
the books of the Treasury ; also, for the payment, 
by annual instalments, of the balances due from 
sundry of the States, on the final settlement of the 
accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
again had the said motion under consideration, 
and come to a resolution thereupon ; which was 
pwiee read, and agreed to by the House, as fol- 
ows: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by 
law for payment of the interest on the balances 
credited certain States in the books of the Trea- 
sury, upon the final settlement of the accounts be- 
tween the United States and the individual 
States. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Hitt- 
House, Mr. Murray, and Mr. Tuatcuer, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Samuet Smrrn, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill authorizing the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unitep Srarss to grant letters of 
marque and reprisal against the Regencies of 
Algiers and Tunis; which was read twice and 
committed. 





Tuespay, April 8. 


A petition of Joze Roiz Silva, of the city of 
New York, merchant, was presented and read, 
praying that he may be permitted to send the ship 
ealled the King David, with her cargo, from the 
port of New York to Oporto, in Portugal, she 
being actually cleared out for the place of her 
destination previous to the arrival of any account 
of an embargo being laid by the United States on 
all vessels bound to foreign ports. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

The Spraxer laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, on the repre- 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of | sentation from the Legislature of the State of 





ied 


ysl = 


AE ETON. 


0 er ROA 8 


Kentucky, respecting the adjustment of a claim 
of that State against the United States, for the 
expense of sundry expeditions against the Indians; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill to fortify the city of Annapolis; 
and that Mr. Murray, Mr. Jeremian Smiru, and 
Mr. Wi tiams, be the said committee. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to exa- 
mine into, and report on, the practicability of obtaining 
a statement of the principles on which the accounts of 
the individual States with the United States have been 
settled, and a statement of the several credits allowed 
in the said settlement :” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 39, nays 56, as 
follows : 


Yxras.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, William J. Dawson, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gor- 
don, Christopher Greenup, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, William 
Irvine, Henry Latimer, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony 
New, John Nicholas, John Page, Josiah Parker, Robert 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, 
Thomas Tredwell, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Francis Walker, John 
Watts, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Abraham 
Baldwin, John Beatty, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Isaac Coles, Joshua Coit, Jonathan 
Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dex- 
ter, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, 
Dwight Foster, William B. Giles, Nicholas Gilman, 
Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, 
Samuel Holten, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, 
Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, William Lyman, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, William Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Andrew 
Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jere- 
miah Smith, Israel Smith, Samuel Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tra- 
cy, Jonathan Trumbull, Abraham Venable, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, 
Paine*Wingate, and Richard Winn. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for erecting a light- 
house on the Island of Seguin, in the district of 
Maine; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill allowing Lieutenant 
Colonel Tousard an equivalent for his pension for 
life; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and’ made no 
amendment thereto. 
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Ordered, said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. : 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
select and report such parts of the confidential 
communications made by the PRESIDENT oF THE 
Unirep States on the 24th of February last, as 
are proper to be made public; and that Mr. Ly- 
maN, Mr. Hartvey, and Mr. Bensamin Bourne. 
be the said committee. ; 

Mr. Gitsert, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the relief of Leffert Lefferts and 
others; which was read twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the memorial of Nicholas 
Rieb; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said report under consideration, and come to 
a resolution thereupon; which was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Accountant to the War 
Department be directed to adjust and settle the 
account of Peter Rieb, late an artificer in Colonel 
Benjamin Flower’s regiment of artillery, in the 
service of the United States, from the Ist of May, 
1780, being the time of his enlistment, until the 
22d of August, 1781, on the same principle on 
which the accounts of those who served in the 
same corps were adjusted and settled. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Finp- 
LeY, Mr. Greco, and Mr. Gitsert, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire whether any, and what, alter- 
ations are necessary to be made in the act entitled 
“ An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia Line, on Continental Establishment, to 
obtain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of 
the river Ohio, between the Little Miami and 
Sciota ;” and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said report under consideration, and come to 
several resolutions thereupon ; which were seve- 
rally twice read, and agreed to by the House, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the second and sixth sections of 
the said act be repealed; and that, in lieu thereof, 
the Presipent or THE Unitep Srares be au- 
thorized to issue patents to any grantee or grantees, 
their heirs or assigns, upon application of such 
grantee or grantees, their heirs or assigns, pro- 
vided that the plat or plats, duly authenticated, of 
the location and surveys of such lands, be first re- 
turned to the office of the Secretary of State. 

Resolved, That provision be made by law, that 
ali locations and surveys heretofore duly made 
upon the said lands, agreeably to the present laws 
and regulations of the State of Virginia, by, or on 
account of, the said troops, be ratified and con- 
firmed. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions; and that Mr. Hears, 
Mr. Nevitue, and Mr. Orr, do prepare and bring 
in the same. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to consider and report on the propriety 
of remitting the duty on imported bar iron in cer- 
tain cases; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize Ephraim 
Kimberly to locate the land warrant issued to him 
for services in the late American Army; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Carnes, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of the representatives of 
the people South of the river Ohio, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 





Wenpnespay, April 9. 


An engrossed bill for erecting a light-house on 
the Island of Seguin, in the district of Maine, was 
read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Leffert Lef- 
ferts and others was read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill to authorize Ephraim Kim- 
berly to locate the land warrant issued to him for 
services in the late American Army, was read the 
third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill allowing Lieutenant Colonel 
Tousard an equivalent for his pension for life was 
read the third time and passed. 

A petition of John Gibbon, Treasurer of the 
State of Georgia, was presented to the House and 
read, praying that separate certificates may be 
issued for the pay of the officers of the late Geor- 

ia line, agreeably to a general certificate of the 
ist of balances due to them, signed by the late 
Commissioner of Army Accounts, and lodged in 
the Treasury of the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with instruction to 
examine the same, and report his opinion there- 
upon to the House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the motion of the 7th inst., 
to prohibit all commercial intercourse between 
the citizens of the United States and the subjects 
of the King of Great Britain, so far as the same 
respects articles of the growth or manufacture of 
Great Britain or Ireland; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. Hearn, presented a bill to amend the act 
entitled “ An act to enable the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia Line, on Continental Establish- 
ment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying North- 
west of the river Ohio, between the Little Miami 
and Sciota;’ which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the amendments of the Se- 
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nate to the bill entitled “ An act limiting the time 
for presenting claims for destroyed certificates of 
certain descriptions ;” and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had had the said amendments under considera- 
tion, and made no amendment thereto. And, on 
the question that the House do agree to the said 
amendments, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House, to whom was committed the bill sent from 
the Senate, entitled “ An act to erect a light-house 
on the headland of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted 
beacon on Ocracock Island, in the State of North 
Carolina,” be discharged from the consideration 
of the same ; and that the said bill, together with 
the representation of Richard Wade and others, 
and the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
thereon, be committed to Mr. Buount, Mr. Tat- 
Bot, and Mr. DearBorn. 





Tuurspay, April 10. 
NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, on the motion of the 
7th instant, to prohibit all commercial intercourse 
between the citizens of the United States and the 
subjects of the King of Great Britain, so far as 
the same respects articles of the growth or manu- 
facture of Great Britain or Ireland. 

Mr. Sepewick said he was sorry to rise, unpre- 
pared as he was, as he had yesterday occupied as 
great a portion of the time of the Committee as 
perhaps he was entitled to. He had hoped some 
other gentleman would have risen, who, having 
better arranged his ideas than himself, had a pre- 
ferable claim to the attention of the Committee. 
Unprepared as he was, he could not permit a ques- 
tion so important as that under consideration to 
pass, without entering against it his solemn pro- 
test: a question involving the dearest interests of 
our country, and threatening to exchange the un- 
exampled prosperity it had for some years en- 
joyed, for all the horrors of war. He said he the 
more regretted the part he was obliged to take on 
this occasion, because he feared he should, in his 
vote, divide from many gentlemen whom he much 
respected; but as his opinion had been formed on 
mature deliberation, neither his honor, his con- 
science, nor the duty he owed to his country, 
would permit him to be silent. If the evils he 
foresaw should result from the measure under 
consideration, he wished it might be known that 
no part of them could with justice be imputed to 
him as their author. If, therefore, he should be 
so unfortunate as to stand single and alone, he 
would not fail to oppose, as far as he could, the 
measure before the Committee. 

That injuries unprovoked and inexcusable had 
been inflicted by Great Britain on this country, 
was acknowledged by all. No man felt stronger 
indignation than himself at the insults which had 
been offered to our country, and the wrongs which 
had been done to our citizens; no man was less 
disposed tamely to bear the haughty and unpro- 
voked aggressions of any foreign nation; no man 












































































































































































































































Ror 


Ry ae eerie ‘ 
2 Oar attn hor OR 15 











aie 






































H. or R. | 


Non-Intercourse with Great Britain: 





567 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 568 


[ APRIL, 1794. 





would go further to procure redress for our wound- 
ed honor, and indemnification for our injured citi- 
zens. If, after seeking reparation in the way dic- 
tated by prudence and humanity, happily pre- 
scribed by the modern usages of civilized nations 
and commanded by the principle of religion; if 
fair negotiation should be tried, and justice not 
obtained, he would then seek redress by the means 
which God and nature had given us. He remem- 
bered well the miseries and vices of war, a war 
in which he had taken a part. It was a war of 
honor and interest: he well remembered its cir- 
cumstances and effects. He had lived to see the 
wastes of that war repaired; to see a state of or- 
der and security; to see his country progressing 
in all the means of happiness. No man who loved 
his country, and rejoiced in its prosperity, would 
consent, but from inevitable necessity, to see it 
in plunged in the horrors of war. 

Although all combined in opinion that our in- 
juries were great, that they must be redressed, yet 
no one had suggested that war should precede ne- 
gotiation. Respecting this, there was happily but 
one opinion. On every side of the House, it was 
acknowledged a duty indispensable in our present 
situation, to state our complaints of injuries to the 
authors of them, and to demand redress. We were 
only divided as to the manner of our application, 
and the circumstances under which our demand 
should be made. He had already, on another oc- 
casion, taken the liberty to declare his opinion of 
the line of conduct which was dictated by our 
present situation: that we should manifest that 
We were averse to war; but, should it become in- 
evitable, we should encounter it with that un- 
daunted spirit which became freemen, insulted in 
their honor and injured in their rights. He had 
the most perfect confidence in the bravery of our 
citizens. At the same time that he knew they 
would never surrender their rights, he was sensi- 
ble that they would avoid, if possible, an unneces- 
—- and wanton effusion of blood. 

entlemen had disclaimed any intention to 
adopt any measures tending to war; they had 
said this measure had no tendency to such an 
event. This assertion he could not believe, be- 
cause this measure contained a threat of incon- 
venience; and every threat of inconvenience was 
a cause of irritation, and every irritation between 
nations who had already differences to decide, un- 
doubtedly tended to widen the breach. and of 
course to produce war. If gentlemen were sin- 
cere in their declarations, that all differences be- 
tween America and Great Britain should be ter- 
minated by peaceable negotiation, (and he would 
not call their sincerity in question); if Great Bri- 
tain was proud, haughty, and insolent, as she had 
been repeatedly denominated; was it probable, he 
asked, that she would be more inclined to do us 
justice, by enlisting her pride and insolence against 
us? 

Mr. S. said, that the late violences by which 
the property of our citizens had been plundered, 
was the immediate and avowed cause of the pre- 
sent measure; that as yet no representation of 
these injuries—no demand for compensation had 


been made; that such representation and demand 
should precede hostility was conceded by all. |r 
only then remained to be considered, in what 
terms and manner such claim should be exhibited. 
In terms, he said, doubtless firm and decided; but 
if it was intended to produce the desired effect of 
eace, and to prevent hostility, the language should 
* decent and conciliatory. He called on gentle- 
men to show an instance, in modern times, where 
a nation complaining of injuries, but desirous of 
peace, had accompanied their demands of justice 
with threats of inconvenience? The opposite 
ractice was universally established, and on the 
Cavan principles of human nature. He appealed 
to the feelings of every honorable man in the 
Committee, whether demands for justice and re- 
ration for injuries were enforced by threats? 
Whether repugnance to a compliance with such 
demands was not created by such means? If 
every man felt the operation of this principle, 
how much more powerful would it be on the 
minds of the Governors of a nation styled proud 
and insolent? He said he would charge no man 
with an intention to involve this country in all 
the horrors and desolating scenes of war. He 
could not, however, help Soahinina: that war or 
amicable negotiation evidently must decide the 
controversies between America and Great Britain, 
and that were his mind determined on the former, 
he should recommend those measures which gen- 
tlemen had brought forward to the consideration 
of the House, as the most operative means of ren- 
dering the event certain, and of banishing every 
prospect of accommodation. To seize on British 
property, to confiscate or sequester British debts, 
to annihilate as far as in our power her commerce, 
to starve her manufacturers, and to humble her 
pride; these were infallible means of defeating ne- 
gotiation, and of uniting, as one man, that nation 
against us, in all the views of her administration. 
It had been said, that a principal benefit to be 
expected from the institution of Republican Go- 
vernment was, that cool and temperate reflection 
would direct the conduct of nations. How far 
our conduct on this occasion had verified such an 
expectation, he wished gentlemen to reflect. He 
had himself fondly hoped, in the Government of 
this country, to have seen these principles exem- 
plified, and all intemperance of expression, and 
all the heat of passion, banished. It had been said, 
that a statesman should be all intellect: never, 
surely, was a time or a country, which more re- 
quired than the present time, and by this country, 
the exercise of cool temper, to the exclusion of 
passion, to conduct with safety the political ma- 
chine through surrounding dangers. He well re- 
membered a former non-importation agreement; 
he remembered, too, its effects: they were such 
as might have been expected; they were such as 
to convince every cool and considerate man, that 
the measure itself was impolitic and unwise. It 
immediately raised the price of all articles of im- 
rtation to an exorbitant and extravagant height. 
ence it was immediately beneficial to importers 
and shopkeepers, and hence it may be easy to un- 
derstand why this measure was said to be so popu- 
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lar in Philadelphia and other great towns. But, 
as the Representatives of the whole People of 
America, the Legislature ought to reflect, that in 

roportion as this measure would operate bene- 
Feiall to the dealers in imported commodities, it 
would become burdensome and oppressive to those 
who are best entitled to our regard—the substan- 
tial yeomanry of the country—on whom we must 

rincipally depend for support, in the arduous con- 
flict which we had too much reason to apprehend. 
If we must eventually support our claims by arms, 
the more property we could import before the 
commencement of war, the more beneficial would 
it be. In that case, the most wise and prudent 
policy would be, that which would give the great- 
est extent to our credit; and, on the contrary, the 
most unwise and wretched, that which would 
tend to deprive our people of the ordinary means 
of supplies. 

If this system should prevail, were we to re- 
ceive British productions through other countries? 
This would be injuring ourselves, without affect- 
’ ing Great Britain. Was there any other country 
which could give us the same supplies we want- 
ed? There certainly was none. ere we to de- 
pend on ourselves alone, the inconvenience would 

e great, if not intolerable. What, he further 
asked, would become of our produce, in the event 
contemplated? Without entering into a minute 
detail, he said, he would venture to pronounce 
that a great part of it would perish on our hands. 

It was, he said, doubtful, how far at any time 
the proposed system might go to distress Great 
Britain; but, at this time, it would afford facility 
to her in recruiting her fleets and armies. Were 
manufacturers and laborers thrown out of em- 
ployment, and thereby deprived of bread, they 
would be alike stimulated by want and despair to 
fight the battles of their country, against those 
who had reduced them to necessity. In short, he 
saw nothing which should stimulate the Legisla- 
ture to adopt this measure, but passion without, 
and resentment within, these walls. He saw no- 
thing in'the system itself, as it respected Great 
Britain, but vain and ineffectual irritation; no- 
thing in relation to our own country, but defeat, 
wretchedness, and want. 

He said he had taken the liberty to suggest to 
the Committee certain Constitutional consider- 
ations. The answers which had been given had 
by no means been satisfactory. It was incumbent 
on gentlemen who had so frequently warned us 
of the danger of usurping power—who had so 
frequently, aad in language so animated, charged 
us to avoid grasping power, by implication and 
construction; it was incumbent on those gentle- 
men, would they preserve consistency of charac- 
ter, clearly to demonstrate the authority which 
they assumed, that it might not be supposed that 
their construction of the Constitution was a con- 
venient accommodation to the existing circum- 
stances. It was not now a question whether the 
people had made a wise or prudent distribution of 
the powers of their Government: they had de- 
clared their will, and that will we were bound by 
every consideration of honor and duty to execute. 
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In the instrument under which we acted, they 
had declared that the Presiwent, under certain 
modifications, should be their organ, to treat ex- 
celusively with foreign Powers. This authority, 
thus exclusively delegated, includes all the terms 
on which a treaty could be formed. What was 
the present measure? Prescribing the terms of 
treaty, and restraining the Constitutional power 
from treating on any other terms. If the Legis- 
lature could prescribe those terms, in this instance, 
it may then prescribe all the terms, in every in- 
stance; and of course control. in all things, the 
exercise of that power. 

To this reasoning two answers have been given; 
the one by a gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Smiuiz,] that the Legislature might make such a 
law, because the Executive could repeal it. He 
really could not comprehend the force of the rea- 
soning; he was glad, however, he could, with per- 
fect confidence, contradict the assertion, which he 
was sure would be a very disgusting one to the 
people of America. There was, in fact, in no in- 
stance, an authority given to the Executive to re- 
peal a Constitutional act of the Legislature. The 
other answer was that given by a gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Nicnoxas,] that there could be no 
objection to the exercise of this power, if it should 
be assented to by the Presipenr and Senate. 
This was still a more extraordinary and unsatis- 
factory answer than the other. It implied that 
the Presipenr and Senate could make grants of 
power to this House not contained in the Consti- 
tution. To this he would answer, that all the 
powers which the House could legally exercise, 
were expressed in the instrument under which we 
acted; that those powers could be neither enlarged 
nor abridged, by any man or body of men on earth, 
but in the way pointed out by the instrument 
itself. 

Mr. S. said, these considerations he had express- 
ed without any previous preparation, as they oc- 
curred to his mind. Should gentlemen who view- 
ed the subject in the light he did remain silent, he 
would, in the further progress of this measure, he 
pledged himself, with more orderly arrangement, 
and he hoped with more perspicuity and force, 
address himself to the consideration of this Com- 
mittee, or of the House. It would avail little to 
tell him that his opposition would be unpopular; 
no man more than Nimeelf wished the grr opin- 
ion of his countrymen, but no personal inconve- 
nience, no loss of fame or popular affection, should 
ever induce him to see his country threatened 
with evils incalculable in number and duration, 
without warning her of her danger; a country 
which he loved, and which he might, on this oc- 
casion, be permitted to say, he had long served 
with honest fidelity, and without a single instance 
of sinister or mere personal regard. 

The Committee now rose, and had leave to sit 
again. 
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tee of the Whole House on the motion of the 7th 
instant, to prohibit all commercial intercourse be- 
tween the citizens of the United States and the 
subjects of the — of Great Britain, so far as the 
same respects articles of the growth or manufac- 
ture of Great Britain or Ireland. 

Mr. Bouninor first rose this day, and said: Mr. 
Chairman, in a question of so much national im- 
portance, there needed no apology from any mem- 
ber of the Committee for claiming their attention, 
while he gave the reasons for his vote. The im- 
patience shown by his colleague, [Mr. CLarx] or 
any other gentleman, for the question, ought not 
to influence any member of the Committee. When 
the fate of a nation of as much consequence as 
the United States, appeared to be suspended on a 
vote, the least to be expected from gentlemen was, 
to act with freedom, deliberation, and independence. 
He supposed he should be among those who, at 
the taking of the question, would probably be found 
in the minority. That this would be his vote, if he 
was convinced that he should be single and alone. 
He felt himself deeply and seriously affected with 
a view of the precipice on which, in his appre- 
hension, hiscountry seemed tostand,and he wished, 
for his own part, to take a full and deliberate view 
of it, before he joined in precipitating a leap, that 
might not add to her safety or happiness. Rea- 
soning and not declamation should be expected 
from gentlemen in favor of the measure under con- 
sideration. 

He said, he would address himself to the judg- 
ments, and not to the passions of the Committee. 
He acknowledged it might fall to his lot to mis- 
take the true and essential interests of his country ; 
but, if this should be the case, he had the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that it would arise from the most 
honest and upright intentions. It was, therefore, 
on these principles, that he should proceed in giving 
his opinion on the important resolution on the 
table. 

But, before he weut further, he could not forget 
the respectful compliment paid yesterday by his 
honorable friend from Maryland, [Mr. Smrrx] to 
his moderation and grey hairs; indeed, he should 
not have taken it to himself, as he had the honor 
of having white, instead of grey hairs, had not 
Mr. 8.’s attention been immediately fixed on him. 
If either age or moderation would command his 
worthy friend’s close consideration of this subject, 
he besought him, as well as the other gentlemen 
of the Committee, to join in attending to it calm- 
ly and seriously for a few moments, before the die 
was cast. He said, he owed much, on behalf of his 
country, to that gentleman for his services in the 
field during the late war, when both his zeal and 
his passions were rendered so eminently useful, 
that he could with pleasure apologize at all times 
for his warmth and animation on any subject 
when their common country was not to be affect- 
ed. But would he permit him, earnestly, to request 
that, with other members, he would call to mind, 
that they were now the Representatives of four 
millions of people? That perhaps the lives of thou- 
sands of their fellow-citizens were depending ona 
single vote. That the welfare of a country, dearer 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Non-Intercourse with Great Britain. 


572 
{ Aprix, 1794, 


to them than life, was at stake. Gentlemen must, 
therefore, agree, that tae question wasa serious one. 
and deserved to be treated with the most serious 
and deliberate consideration. Judgment, and not 
resentment, should direct the final determination, 
let it be what it may, and give a sanction to all 
their measures. 

He observed, that gentlemen against the ques- 
tion had been accused of want of propriety, in 
looking calmly, and without the exercise of their 
passions, on the sufferings of the unhappy prison- 
ers at Algiers, and the piratical spoliations of our 
fellow-citizens in the West Indies. Yes, sir, said 
he, when he knew that it was neither passion nor 
declamation that could afford effective relief to 
these suffering members of the political body, he 
should continue to persist in that steady, serious, 
and deliberate line of conduct, that, in his estima- 
tion, was only calculated to produce that perma- 
nent and efficient aid and relief, which their ex- 
treme distress so loudly called for ; but, in his turn, 
he asked gentlemen to give up their warmth on 
this oc:asion, that they might also reflect, even 
without passion, on the number of their fellow-citi- 
zens that must fall a sacrifice in the most success- 
ful war. Will not gentlemen weigh well that 
vote, that may possibly increase the number of 
mourning widows and helpless orphans? 

These considerations had led him to consider 
the measure now proposed, as of great moment 
and importance, and to wish it might be reasoned 
on and considered in a manner becoming Legisla- 
tors and Representatives of United America, who 
have been sent here as her counsellors and trus- 
tees, and to whom she has committed her best and 
most sacred interests. He said, for argumeut’s 
sake, and to simplify the debate, lest he should be 
drawn into unnecessary disputation, he should 
concede for the present: The constitutionality of 
the resolution proposed ; the right of the Commit- 
tee to originate and determine on the measure ; 
the unprovoked aggressions of Great Britain to 
warrant and justify the prohibition. 

These arguments had been repeated and urged 
with great apparent force, by gentlemen in favor 
of the affirmative side of the question, but, were 
the principles arising from these facts sufficient to 
justify a determination in favor of so harsh and 
unprecedented a proceeding, without previously 
demanding an explanation and full indemnifica- 
tion, agreeably to the customs and usages of other 
nations? 

Would arguments of this kind satisfy our con- 
stituents, if they should find themselves suddenly 
plunged intoanexpensiveand ruinous war? Would 
it not very naturally be asked, why were not the 
true interests of the United States under these ex- 
isting circumstances carefully inquired into, and 
made the principal and leading object of attentive 
consideration? In his opinion, this should pecu- 
liarly be the sum of their present inquiry—was !t 
not the duty of the Committee critically to exam- 
ine into the preparation they were in for a step, 
that in the imagination of some gentlemen of cha- 
racter and reputation, at the last, might precipitate 
our country into an immediate war? Were our 
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rts and harbors in any tolerable state of defence? 

ere our magazines and arsenals properly sup- 
plied? Were our citizens in a state of organiza- 
tion as a militia? In short, did not the measure 
threaten a sudden transition from a state of pro- 
found peace and happiness, unequalled by dny 
nation, into a state of war and bloodshed, without 
taking those previous and prudent measures that 
might probably lead to an avoidance of this na- 
tional evil, or at all events enable us to meet it 
with decision and effect? 

Gentlemen had referred the Committee to the 
conduct of America, in 1776, and the success of 
the late war has been urged for our encourage- 
ment. The non-importation agreement has been 
recurred to as a precedent in point. He said, he 
was well acquainted with most of the events of 
the late Revolution. The first motions towards 
it, found him engaged in the common cause, and 
his best endeavors to complete and secure it, had 
never since been wanting. He well remembered 
the consequences of the non-importation agree- 
ment, and the sufferings of our brave fellow-citi- 
zens from that imprudent measure. He had track- 
ed them over the frozen ground by their blood, from 
the want of shoes, and was sensible, that many 
had perished by the inclemency of the season, for 
want of tents and clothing; that agreement was 
universally reprobated, as a measure imprudently 
entered into on the principle of expecting to be 
involved in a war, which had it been then contem- 
plated, nothing could have justified. Mr. B. ap- 

ealed to the knowledge of many men who heard 

im, that this agreement had often been urged to 
Great Britain, as a conclusive evidence, that ut 
the time of its adoption, America had not the least 
intention of independence, or a separation from 
the Mother country; otherwise, she could never 
have been guilty of so impolitic a resolution. He 
asked, then, if the Committee would now repeat 
the mistake with their eyes open, and expose our 
country to the same misfortunes, and our fellow- 
citizens to a repetition of sufferings, by a measure 
that promised not one important advantage to the 
Union that he had heard of? In the late war, 
America had all the ports and harbors of the other 
European nations open to her, but now circum- 
stances would be altered; in case of a war, the 
very reverse would be our position, excepting as 
to those of France. 

Mr. B. confessed, that his arguments were found- 
ed on his conviction that the resolution was a 
measure that would necessarily produce war, im- 
mediate, inevitable war. 

His reasons were drawn from the present state 
of Great Britain, being in alliance with the prin- 
cipal Powers of Europe, and under treaties to 
make all wars, arising from the united opposition 
to France, a common cause. 

‘The necessity she would have of employing her 
supernumerary hands, if not in manufactures, in 
her armies and navies, to prevent trouble at home, 


added to her old grudge against us on account of 


ree, that promise much trouble to all the 


onarchs of Europe. Her late conduct with re- 
gard to our trade, founded on the instructions of 
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the 8th June, and 6th November last. Her with- 
holding the posts, contrary to every principle of 


justice and good faith, and against the most posi- 


tive assurances. And lastly, from the anxiety to 
regain the Territory between the Lakes and the 
Mississippi. He agreed that neither of these singly, 
nor even the whole together, could justify her in 
her own opinion, in making an open attack upon us, 
but might tempt her to construe the measure before 
the Committee into an act of hostility on our part, 
as contrary to our professed neutrality. He said, 
it was a point conceded in the Laws of Nations, 
that granting to one of the belligerent Powers ad- 
vantages in your ports, which were refused to an- 
other, was a breach of neutrality. 

The object with Great Britain would be, to con- 
vince her allies, that the aggression arose on ac- 
count of the war with France, to prevail on them 
to make it a common cause; and in this they 
would not want plausible evidence. It was not 
sufficient, he alleged, that we knew ourselves in- 
nocent of the charge. (We should be prudently 
careful not unnecessarily to give reason to justify 
the construction. If the previous steps of nego- 
tiation, used by all civilized nations, were neglect- 
ed, they would have the advantage of the argu- 
ment and we should injure ourselves. He asked 
if any gentleman would say that a prohibition of 
commerce at the eve of a war, or even the appre- 
hension of it, was wisely calculated to clothe an 
army, replenish our magazines, supply our arsen- 
als or provide a revenue by which to support a 
war? 

He wished every member had taken the trouble 
he had done, of looking into their stores, inquiring 
what was on hand, calculating what would be ab- 
solutely necessary, and reflecting seriously and 
dispassionately on the sources of supply. If they 
had, he doubted not but that they would find some- 
thing more than passion and resentment necessary, 
to meet the probable consequences of so premature 
a determination. 

It was no uncommon thing for gentlemen to 
differ on important measures; and he would not 
even insinuate, that he might not be found wrong 
in these ideas, and wholly mistaken in his con- 
jectures on this occasion, but he begged members 
to consider the different ground on which the two 
sides of the House stood. If the minority, of whom 
he expected to be one, should in the end be found 
to have been alarmed with consequences altogether 
unfounded, and that the issue proved successful to 
the peace of our common country, they would have 
the happiness of rejoicing with the majority in 
their superior wisdom and foresight; and though 
even they should suffer in character, yet their 
country would be saved. But if the minority 
should in the end be right, and our country should 
be deluged in a destructive war, and her best in- 
terests be endangered by the discovery of the mis- 
take too late for redress, gentlemen in favor of the 
resolution, would seriously regret, that they had 
not at least used more caution. 

He said, as at present advised, he should give 
his vote against the resolution. It would be from 
a thorough conviction, on the most careful exam- 


WSK Nie Bl 


iJ 
4 
/ 
j 
i 

































































































































































































































































































































































575 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 576 





ination, that the resolution was against the interest 
and welfare of the United States, all circumstances 
considered. And this he should do, wholly re- 
gardless of the malevolent insinuations that Bri- 
tain had an influence in that House. He felt a 
conscious dignity of mind, a virtuous pride of 
heart, in believing that it was not all the wealth 
of that opulent nation could purchase his influ- 
ence to a single measure injurious to his country ; 
and under that conviction, he could not believe 
there was a member of the Committee in a differ- 
ent predicament. 

e again repeated, that he should most sincerely 
rejoice, if this measure should be adopted, to find, 
in the end, that his mind had viewed it, as pro- 
ductive of consequences that were wholly un- 
founded ; and, although under his present view of 
the subject, considering it as inimical to his coun- 
try, he was bound in conscience to vote against it, 
yet the Councils of America were directed by 
superior wisdom, and that this country had reaped 
the rich harvest of peace and happiness. But it 
might now be asked, if it was meant passively to 
submit to the injuries acknowledged on all hands to 
have been sustained by the imperious and overbear- 
ing conduct of Great Britain? He answered no, by 
no means. 

He would follow the examplesand pursue the mea- 
sures of other nations in like cireumstances—ex- 
amples and measures founded in policy and sound 
understanding. He would by a special Envoy, 
make known to that Court, our sense of her un- 
warrantable aggressions; he would demand im- 
mediate indemnification for the present, and secu- 
rity against future sufferings of the like nature— 
insist on a categorical answer, after applying to 
her justice and best interests; and if at last a war 
must be only means of obtaining justice, he would 
then (being previously prepared) meet it, as be- 
came a free and independent nation, trusting to 
the righteousness of her cause. 

By this means, the other nations of Europe 
would be made acquainted with our complaints— 
become witnesses to our love of peace, and bear 
testimony to the justice of our appeal toarms. He 
said, he had fully considered the question—he had 
viewed it in every point of light—he had endea- 
vored to consider the consequences which most 
probably would arise from it, and he could not 
convince his mind, that the measure would be 
productive of any good to the United States, while 
it offered many reasons to conclude, that it might 
be fraught with the greatest evil. In case of the 
most successful war, America had nothing to gain, 
while her loss of blood and treasure was sure and 
certain. He had once flattered himself that this 
was the only country on the globe, whose inter- 
est it was to be at peace with all the world, and 
at the same time the interest of all the world to 
be at peace with us. But he feared we had been 
so much actuated by a resentment of injuries re- 
ceived, as to lose sight of our true interests under 
existing circumstances, and, therefore, should be 
hurried into measures we might hereafter have 
reason seriously to lament. 

The Committee now rose. 
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A petition of Philip Allen and Zachariah Allen 
of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, mer. 
chants, was presented to the House and read, pray- 
ing that they may be exonerated from the payment 
of the duty imposed on foreign vessels, to which 
they will be subjected in the case of the ship Marie 
Indienne, which was purchased by the petitioners 
in the Isle of France, to bring home the cargo of 
the brigantine Abigail,an American bottom, which 
was rendered unfit for the voyage, and incapable 
of being repaired ; also, that a special act may be 
ones authorizing the Collector of the district of 

rovidence to register the said ship as a vessel of 
the United States. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Benjamin Bourne, Mr. Foster, and Mr. §, 
Bourne; that they do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

Mr. Murray, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to “ An act to pro- 
vide for the defence of certain ports and harbors 
in the United States ;” which was read twice and 
committed. 

A memorial of sundry citizens of the City of 
Annapolis, in the State of Maryland, was present- 
ed to the House and read, praying that Congress 
may adopt such measures as in their wisdom shall 
be deemed most expedient and effectual for placing 
the said City of Annapolis in a state of defence. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
the committee last appointed. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the present embargo be continued, and 
every regulation concerning the same shall be in full 
force until the —— day of “hi 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the motion of the 7th 
instant, to prohibit all commercial intercourse be- 
tween the citizens.of the United States and the 
subjects of the King of Great Britain, so far as 
the same respects articles of the growth or manu- 
facture of Great Britain or Ireland. 

Mr. Swirr commenced his observations by re- 
marking, that it was extremely painful to consume 
the time of the Committee in discussing a mea- 
sure, when it was apparent that there was a de- 
cided majority against the opinion which he enter- 
tained. But the resolution on the table deeply 
affected the interest of his country, and would 
probably be productive of the greatest injury ; he 
therefore deemed it proper for him to offer his 
sentiments on the subject. He said, if we turned 
our attention to a period not very remote, we 
should find our country flourishing in the highest 
prosperity and felicity ; but the prospect had latel 
been changed. We have been attacked on all 
sides, and our commerce nearly destroyed. In 
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the West Indies, we have not only suffered spolia- 
tions on our trade, but our citizens have been ex- 

sed to the most aggravated insults and abuse. 
All wished to obtain redress for these injuries: 
the difference of opinion respected mode. It was, 
therefore, extremely unfair to charge the gentle- 
men who opposed this measure with tameness 
under the insults and injuries offered to their 
country, because they deemed this mode to be in- 
efficient, when they declared their readiness to 
pursue those measures which they conceived were 
most effectual to obtain satisfaction for the injuries 
we have sustained. 

The gentlemen who advocate the resolution on 
the table, contend, that it is calculated to prevent 
a war, to preserve peace, obtain satisfaction for 
our injuries, and bring Great Britain to her senses. 
If such would be the effect of the measure, no per- 
son would oppose it. But what reason have we 
to believe that such will be the effect it will pro- 
duce? The only principle by which the measure 
can operate, is, that so important and interesting to 
Great Britain is our commercial connexion, that 
rather than sacrifice it, they will comply with our 
terms. But can it be said, that our commerce is 
so important to them, that to deprive them of it 
will necessarily produce this effect? The contrar 
was demonstrated in the late war, which termi- 
nated in our Revolution. The British nation were 
able to exist not only without our commerce, but, 
at the same time, to carry on a war against us, 
and against France, Holland, and Spain, in which 
they obtained victories over the fleets of those na- 
tions. All this they were enabled to do without 
our commerce, and they cannot now be said to be 
so dependent on us that they cannot live without 
us. It cannot, therefore, be said that this measure 
must necessarily produce the effects which are 
contemplated. 

Mr. 8. observed, that there were conclusive rea- 
sons to believe that the resolution would not pro- 
duce such effects. It must certainly be considered 
as containing a menace—a threat, and as dictating 
terms to Great Britain. All acknowledged that 
nation to be haughty, insolent, and imperious, in 
the highest degree. Will not their pride and mm- 
portance be wounded at an attempt to impose upon 
them the conditions by which our commercial 
connexion is to be continued? Will they not con- 
sider the national dignity to be insulted? Will it 
not excite a resentment and indignation that will 
preclude all possibility of reconciliation? The 
sentiments of the British nation in these respects 
are by no meats to be justified, but if we intend a 
negotiation, we ought to pursue it in such a man- 
ner as will probably produce success, and not ad- 
dress a proud nation in that menacing tone which 
will defeat the object we wish to obtain. It hap- 
pens that some gentlemen have made singular 
calculations upon the success of this measure. 
They suppose that if Congress pass an act pre- 
scribing the terms of accommodation, and transmit 
it to our Minister resident at London, that Great 
Britain will be alarmed and frightened at the pros- 

ct of the loss of our commerce; that they will 
immediately comply with our terms, and make us 
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the reparation we demand. An act of Congress 
is to govern one of the most proud, insolent, and 
powerful nations on the globe. If we are not 
~~ and insolent, we at least have a claim to a 
iberal share of vanity and self-confidence. This 
would be an excellent instrument to govern the 
British nation; but we have reason to think that 
they will laugh at the idea, instead of being fright- 
ened. 

Mr. S. then remarked, that we ought to pursue 
a different mode; that, by the Laws of Nations, 
negotiation, unaccompanied by any menacing 
measures, was the proper step, and there was the 
fairest prospect of success. He considered the 
controversy and dispute subsisting between Great 
Britain and the United States to be in a situation 
peculiarly proper for negotiation, and that there was 
the fairest basis for explanations and accommoda- 
tions. He said that no complaint had been made 
on our part to the Court of Great Britain, stating 
our injuries, and demanding satisfaction; and 
that when Mr. Pinckney, our Minister at London, 
demanded an explanation of the intention of the 
British Court, by the order of the 6th of November, 
they declared that no condemnations were to take 

lace in virtue of it, which would not have been 
egal if the order had not been issued. A construc- 
tion was put upon that order by the Ministry, 
which denies the principles on which the con- 
demnation in the West Indies had been founded 
and which of course disavows the transactions of 
which we complain. We may, therefore, fairly 
suppose that the Court of Admiralty in the West 
Indies have contradicted the orders and intentions 
of the British Ministry. We have not heard what 
effect these condemnations of our vessels have had 
on the British Court. If we should state to them 
the injuries we have sustained—which we ought 
to do, as they have been committed in a remote 
part of their dominions, apparently contrary to the 
design of the Court—there is the strongest reason 
to believe that we shall obtain redress; because, 
by their own construction of the order of the 6th 
of November, they have disapproved of the prin- 
ciple by which the injuries have been committed, 
and of course they are bound, by their own con- 
struction, to make us that satisfaction which we 
demand. 

Mr. S. said, if we conducted a negotiation with- 
out giving offence, it was probable we should ob- 
tain the influence of the British subjects in our 
favor. If, when the American merchants in Lon- 
don, discovered the order of the 6th of November, 
they were alarmed, and immediately demanded 
an explanation of the Court, this shows that there 
is a powerful interest in that country in favor of 
a commercial connexion with this. If we do 
nothing to wound their pride, this influence will 
be exerted to preserve the connexion. The mu- 
tual interest and welfare of both countries may be 
fairly taken into consideration, in adjusting the 
dispute. But if we adopt a menacing measure, 
offensive to the nation, we shall lose the influence 
of our friends in accomplishing an accommoda- 
tion. While such is the state of our affairs, we 
ought to try a fair negotiation, on equal and liberal 
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terms, unembarrassed by any menace or insult 
and there can be no doubt but that the measure will 
be attended with success. But if Great Britain 
will not negotiate and do justice to this country, 
Mr. S. pledged himself to support the most ener- 
getic measures to assert our rights, and maintain 
our national dignity. When war had become un- 
avoidable—and that time might happen—he would 
meet it with firmness and fortiteds : but while it 
was possible to preserve peace, he conceived it to 
be a duty he owed to his country to do all in his 
power to preserve it. 

Mr. S. observed, that while he considered nego- 
tiation to be attended to by all nations, he had 
particular reasons to wish that it might be adopted 
by the United States. He wished that this Re- 
public might establish and act upon a principle 
which was calculated to bring national disputes 
to an amicable accommodation and prevent the 
calamities of war. 

Mr. S. then remarked upon some particular ob- 
jections to the resolution. He said that the sur- 
render of the Western posts and payment for 
negroes carried away contrary to the Treaty of 
Peace was a subject of controversy that had no 
connexion with and ought not to be connected 
with the spoliations committed on our commerce; 
and was calculated not only to prevent the obtain- 
ing of that compensation to which our merchants 
were entitled, but to cut off forever all commercial 
intercourse with Great Britain. It is a well known 
fact, that Great Britain has charged the United 
States with being guilty of the first infraction of 
the treaty, and that the United States have retorted 
the charge. While they seriously believed, that 
we were the first violators of the treaty, what 
would they say to an act of the Legislature which 
renounced all connexion with them, unless they 
would fulfil the terms of-a treaty which they con- 
sidered themselves to bé«ischarged from by our 
first violation? Could it be expected, that they 
would comply with terms so haughty and inso- 
lent ? Could any person suppose that the proud 
nation of Great Britain would humble themselves 
before us in this manner? Woui they not con- 
sider their national honor to be affected, and 
abandon all connexion with us before they would 
submit to terms so humiliating and degrading? 

Mr. S. remarked, that he did not mean to say, 
that the United States first infringed the treaty ; 
for the purpose of his argument, it was sufficient 
to say, that Great Britain thought so, and such be- 
ing her impression the same consequences would 
follow as if such was the fact. And the dispute 
respecting the Western posts, which could be of 
but little importance to this country, might forever 
interrupt a commerce which was of the greatest 
importance. He did not think that the Western 
posts were worth so great a sacrifice. 

If this resolution be adopted, we cannot recede 
in honor unless there be a compliance with every 
article. It may then happen that a dispute re- 
specting some trifling subjects may prevent a re- 
storation of that commerce which will be of great 
and important value. But if we do not in the 
first instance give them our ultimatum we may 
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discover the terms on which they will negotiate, 
and then it will be in our power without any em- 
barrassment from an antecedent law to consider 
what is best to be done, and make any concession 
that our interest requires and which is compatible 
with honor. 

If Great Britain should be disposed to negotiate 
and comply with the conditions we offer, such js 
the nature, variety and extent of our disputes, 
that the discussion and adjustment of them would 
require so great a length of time, that the loss 
arising from the interruption of our commerce 
during that period would be of greater consequence 
than the objects of dispute. For, if this measure 
be adopted, we must expect a total interruption of 
all commerce with all parts of the British domin- 
ions, as relative to exports as well as imports, for 
though the resolution only contemplated the pro- 
hibition of manufactures from Great Britain and 
Ireland ; yet, we might be satisfied that Great 
Britain would not give us a trade that was profit- 
able only to ourselves. 

Mr. 8S. observed that we ought to consider that 
if this proposition should be adopted what great 
alterations would take place in the value of pro- 
perty ; foreign articles would rise, and domestic 
fall. An immense profit would accrue to the 
owners on the Spring goods which might arrive 
before it was intended that the act should com- 
mence its operation. There could be no doubt 
but that in a short time a variation in the value of 
property contrary to the interest of this country 
would take place to a far greater amount than all 
the spoliations which had been committed on our 
commerce. Merchants who had large quantities 
of goods on hand, would profit by the measure, and 
the agricultural part of the community would be 
obliged to sustain the loss. 

It had been suggested that the people were 
anxious for the measure. It was probable that 
some, who had a pean interest to serve, by 
the interruption of trade, were in favor of it; but 
the most considerate part of the community were 
by no means of that sentiment. But let the po- 
pular opinion be what it would, too much had been 
said about it. We are not to be influenced by 
such considerations, but are only to regard the 
public welfare. That we ought to guard against 
all popular influence as being of the most danger- 
ous tendency. That there was no danger to be 
apprehended from the Government ; that it had 
not the power, and had never shown any disposi- 
tion to encroach upon or oppress the people ; that 
the only danger that exists is from the encroach- 
ment of the people on the Government, and 1 
the Government ever does fall, it will be owing to 
the too great prevalence of a local popular influ- 
ence, which does not speak the general sense of all 
the community. 

But if this resolution should be rejected and a 
negotiation pursued, it will be accompanied with 
an implied declaration that if it fails, the United 
States will take proper steps to obtain redress, 
which will have all the influence to enforce and 
facilitate a negotiation that can be derived from 
this measure, unembarrassed with any of the in- 
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conveniences. If the negotiation should fail, we 
can have recourse to this measure with the same 
efficacy then, as now, and it will produce the 
effects; for our commerce must be as important 
to Great Britain at the end of six months as now. 

It had been suggested that the opposers of the 
resolution were under British influence and in- 
terest. Mr. S. did not intimate that any gentle- 
man of the Committee had thrown out that idea, 
but he said it was a popular opinion, and very pre- 
valent. He remarked that the charge was unjust, 
cruel, and unfounded ; that for himself, he felt no 
influence ; he stood on American ground, and was 
influenced only by American feelings. He did 
not advocate any commercial connexion with 
Great Britain from any regard to that nation, but 
merely from a regard to his own country, whose 
interest he conceived to be promoted by that con- 
nexion. He remarked that some, who were con- 
sidered as British agents, had boasted of their in- 
fluence in the Legislature. He declared that no 
such influence existed; and that he most heartily 
despised those persons, who had the effrontery to 
pretend that it did exist. 

Mr. 8. remarked that a popular opinion in some 
parts of the Union had been prevailing, that many 
of the Representatives in Heasiese were under 
such an influence arising from the funding system, 
that they dared not adopt measures necessary for 
the public defence, for fear the interest of the 
national debt should remain unpaid. He said that 
a most unreasonable and unfounded jealousy re- 
specting the funding system existed among the 
pene 3 that he was satisfied, during the time he 

ad held his present office, that no measure had 
been influenced by an exclusive regard to the 

ublic debt; that he had never owned a farthing 
in the public funds; but he considered that, let 
whatever events take place, the national debt 
must be paid; that if it were necessary he would 
vote for a land tax for that purpose, for he con- 
sidered the faith of the Government pledged for 
the payment of that debt, and he would never 
violate the national faith ; such being the security 
of the debt, none of the holders had any reason to 
apprehend a failure of payment, and therefore 
none of the Committee could be influenced by an 
augeoneneren of the failure of payment. 

t. S. said that we ought to consider the ten- 
dency of this measure to a war. Many of the 
friends of it had denied this, and declared that 
ee considered it to be a peaceful measure ; but 
will all say this? 

A gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Dayton] 
has said that he is in favor of it; because he con- 
siders it to be a stepping stone to the threshold of 
sequestration. Mr. SS. said that he respected the 
virtues and the talents of that gentleman ; he be- 
lieved his integrity to be unimpeachable, and that 
he acted from the purest motives; that he did not 
wish to wound his feelings, but that he was bound 
in duty to express his sentiments respecting any 
proposition he should make; he considered the 
proposition of sequestration as connected with this 
measure by what the gentleman himself had said, 
and from thence he derived an argument against 
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it. He had said that this resolution was the ste 
ping stone of sequestration; if that be true, Mr. 
S. said he should step on this stone with horror 
and indignation; he should consider it to be the 
step stone to the temple of infamy, wretchedness, 
and ruin; he considered that it would not only 
involve his country in disgrace, but in all the ca- 
lamities of a war. 

He said that gentlemen ought to unfold the 

whole system of their measures with their object 
and design, and not deceive people into measures 
which they would reprobate if they knew the con- 
sequences ; that he believed while there were gen- 
tlemen who had nothing but peace in view, that 
there were many who intended to defeat a nego- 
tiation, to dissolve our commercial connexion 
with Great Britain forever, and who were willing 
to plunge us into a war with that nation. If gen- 
demem eed not that design, let them come forward 
and declare it; but while there was reason to sus- 
ent such a design, the gentlemen who were in 
avor of the resolution under consideration, but 
intended nothing more, ought to be cautious how 
they adopted a measure that would lead to the 
most mischievous consequences. 

On a full consideration of the subject, Mr. S. 
said that he was convinced that this measure 
would lead to a war; but if a fair negotiation 
should be attempted, he had no doubt but that 
all controversies might be settled, ample satis- 
faction obtained, commerce restored, and that our 
country would continue to flourish and prosper. 

Mr. leeve (of S.C.) was opposed to the measure, 
because it was inconsistent with that spirit of nego- 
tiation which was contemplated not only by the Ex- 
ecutive, but by Congress; for, although some mem- 
bers seemed averse to any further attempt at ne- 
gotiation, yet it was evidently the wish of a consi- 
derable majority to give it another trial. 

The measure carrie. with it a menace: it held 
out this language: that, unless Great Britain 
would consent to certain measures, the United 
States would punish her by certain other mea- 
sures. This language had a direct tendency to 
defeat all negotiation; for no nation would ever 
treat on such terms. Even were Great Britain 
disposed to make complete satisfaction for every 
injury, her pride would restrain her from making 
concessions which might appear the result of 
threats and apprehensions. 

This had been compared to the case of an indi- 
vidual, and it had been shown that, in common 
life, no man of spirit would make atonement for 
an injury when it was demanded with a threat of 
punishment, if withheld. Mr. S. applied the case 
to ourselves. He brought it home to the feelings 
of the members themselves, and he asked if they, 
under similar circumstances, either as private or 
public characters, would not, from a spirit of na- 
tional pride, spurn at the idea of having redress 
extorted by menaces ? 

Great Britain would be disposed to make or 
withhold reparation according to events in Eu- 
rope, and according to her view of the advan- 
tages or disadvantages resulting from a war with 
the United States. By that view would her an- 
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swer be governed. Should the Cabinet of that 
nation hesitate with respect to peace or war, a 
measure like this would endeukeadly decide them 
against peace. Their language would naturally 
be, “we were disposed to accommodate all differ- 
ences on the most amicable terms; but such a dis- 
position, under the present circumstances, would 
appear to be the result of fear excited by your 
threats, and commit our reputation in the eyes of 
all the world. You must, therefore, pursue your 
measures, and we shall pursue ours.” Mr. 8S 
asked whether this would not be the language of 
every nation in a like situation? He was per- 
suaded it would be ours. There was nothing pu- 
silianimous in asking reparation in decent terms, 
unaccompanied with threats. It was the common 
practice of all nations. Genoa had recently, 
though her neutrality had been violated, and her 
port blocked up, sent an Envoy Extraordinary to 
Great Britain to demand satisfaction. Her de- 
mand was couched in mild and civil language; 
yet Genoa was universally applauded for her 
firmness and the dignity of her conduct as a neu- 
tral Power. It was not enough to say that we had 
been grossly insulted; this was admitted in its 
fullest extent. But every nation, when it re- 
quired redress, was previously insulted. The very 
demand of satisfaction implied antecedent injury. 
Nations, however, negotiated without threats. 
Why, then, did gentlemen so frequently cry out, 
what ! shall we nezotiate with a nation which has 
violated our rights? He would ask those gentle- 
men, when negotiation was necessary, but in the 
case of violated rights? He would further ask 
them, whether they were not the first to urge ne- 
gotiation with the Dey of Algiers, who had cap- 
tured our vessels, and degraded our miserable fel- 
low-citizens to the level of beasts of burden? 
Whether they did not oppose the Naval Arma- 
ment, lest it should irritate the Algerines, and pre- 
vent the success of negotiation? Was it not the 
constant policy of this country to negotiate with 
the Indians wht practicable, rather than to make 
war with them? Why, then, raise objections to 
a negotiation with England? Or why, after 
having admitted that negotiation shall be at- 
tempted, defeat it by these projects? If a majo- 
rity of the House are ripe for war, let us say so, 
and act consistently ; but let us not hold one lan- 

uage at one time, and contradict it at another ; 
et us not say we are for peace, and immediately 
adopt a war measure. 

Mr. S. inferred from these observations, that ne- 
gotiation being determined on, he was bound to 
resist any and every act which tended to frustrate 
that negotiation. But, while he was thus for the 
suavitur in modo, he was, at the same time, for 
the fortiter in re, and he called upon the advo- 
cates of this scheme to join him in those mea- 
sures, which, at the same time that they were 
free from the foregoing objections, would, in his 
opinion, either give effect to the negotiation, or 
prepare us for the event of its failure. 

A gentleman had said, we have fortified our 
harbors, we have filled our arsenals, we have in- 
creased the Military Establishment: now we 
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must do something more. But the gentleman, in 
the warmth of his imagination, had mistaken 
things to be done for things actually done. The 
fact was, that the gentleman was entirely un- 
founded in all these assertions. We have not for- 
tified our harbors, we have not supplied our arsen- 
als, we have not augmented our military strength. 
It is true we have it all on paper, but the very re- 
venues necessary for the existence of all those es- 
sential points, are not yet reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; and, until those reve- 
nues exist, the laws we have passed will be of 
little avail. 

It was proposed by the law, that the non-im- 
portation should not take effect till November 
next, and that distant period was fixed for its ope- 
ration, to afford time for the result of the negotia- 
tion, and that Congress might previously be in 
session, in order to repeal the law if the negotia- 
tion should succeed. Thus, while the very law itself 
admitted the propriety of a negotiation, it carried 
with it the very death-wound of all negotiation, 
by expressly purporting to be in terrorem. If it 
was not intended as a threat, why not wait till 
November, and then adopt the measure, if expe- 
dient. Suppose this House should in November 
deem the measure inexpedient, they cannot re- 

eal it without the concurrence of the Senate and 

RESIDENT. Thus they forestal the judgment of 
the House, and deprive themselves of that inde- 
pendence which they ought to possess, to act in 
the next session according to their then view of 
things. 

Some members had proposed the Ist of Novem- 
ber, in order to admit the Fall goods; but, if that 
was the design, the period would be an improper 
one, for it would be extremely unequal in its ope- 
rations. In some of the States, the Fall vessels 
might generally be arrived by that time; but, in 
some of the Southern States, they would be gene- 
rally excluded, and those States deprived of their 
expected supplies. 

e further objected to the measure, on the 
grounds of its dictating the terms of negotiation, 
which was not within the province of this House, 
and was therefore interfering with the Executive, 
and so far a departure from the spirit of the Con- 
stitution; but this ground having been fully dis- 
cussed by other members, he should not dwell 
on it. 

One member had expressed an affection for this 
measure, because it was, as he had termed it, a 
stepping-stone to sequestration. Mr. 8S. thought 
it would be more properly called a stumbling 
block to negotiation. He disapproved of it in 
both shapes. He objected to it, both as to the 
mode in which it appeared, and as to the time: 
as to the mode, because it specified particular 
grievances, and thus, while it embarrassed our 
Executive, it menaced the Executive of the na- 
tion with whom we were to treat, and made the 
redress of those specific grievances the sine qua 
non of all future intercourse; as to the time, be- 
cause as it was not to take effect till the next session 
of Congress; there could be no other view in 
passing it now, but that it might operate as a 
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threat ; and, as this intention could not be mista- 
ken, it would undoubtedly defeat all accommo- 
dation. Such being his view of the subject, he 
could not reconcile it to his duty to vote for it. 
He thought Congress owed it to their constitu- 
ents to avoid a war, if possible. The ground of 
negotiation being taken, they were bound to re- 
ject every measure which might have a tendency 
to defeat it, and to do every thing which might 
give it a fair chance of success. But while he 
said this, = a neutral nation could not justly give 
umbrage by taking measures to support her neu- 
trality and assert her just rights,) he pledged him- 
self to concur in every act which might place us 
in a condition to make ourselves respectable, to 
vindicate our national honor, and to obtain ample 
retribution for any wrongs which the course of 
events might leave unredressed. 

Mr. Dexter introduced his observations by re- 
marking that he had never risen with so great re- 
luctance on any former occasion. At so late an 
hour when patience seemed exhausted, when rea- 
soning had given place to invective, when to op- 
pose the resolution was but soliciting reproaches, 
when the friends of it, confident of a majority, were 
from all sides of the House impatiently calling for 
the question, when the mover of it heard argu- 
ments against it only that he might treat them 
with contempt, and their authors with insult, he 
said it was in vain to ask for an attentive hearing. 
He should not have risen but for a remark just fallen 
from a gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Day- 
a which had forbidden him to be sileat. That 
gentleman, said Mr. D., has told us that the pre- 
sent measure is a stepping-stone to sequestration 
of British debts. Viewing it therefore as the be- 
ginning of a system of hostility, which is to be so 
conducted as to sacrifice not only our interest and 
peace, but our national honor, the duty to resist it 
becomes indispensable. Whatever may be thought 
of making laws to annihilate the ties of honor and 
personal confidence, and to dissolve the moral 
obligation of contracts; whatever may be thought 
of the modern usage of nations, which probably 
from general consent has become a law, which 
cannot now be violated without perfidy ; what- 
ever may be thought of the odium it might bring 
on our national character, and the complete de- 
struction of our credit ata moment when we shall 
need the utmost extent of it; we have not taken 
those previous steps for pacific accommodation, 
which the custom of nations and all writers of au- 
thority hold to be the first in order and indispen- 
sable. We have not made that demand for a re- 
compense, which ought to precede every species 
of reprisal. After the observations, sir, which I 
made in the beginning of the debate, it will not be 
thought strange that I suffer on the present occa- 
sion an unusual conflict of reasoning and of feel- 
ing. I then stated, with the frankness which I 
felt, and with the zeal which the hazardous crisis 
of our country inspired, the reasons and passions 
which kept my mind ina state of vibration. Strug- 
gling with indignation at the injustice and folly of 
Britain, | said we have suffered until confidence 
is folly—until patience is a crime. Believing that 
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the resolution involved a principle, which might 
be useful both for obtaining justice and preserving 
peace, but that its present shape rendered it not 
only useless but injurious ; believing, too, that it is 
improper for this branch of our Government to 
begin a negotiation with a foreign nation. and pe- 
remptorily dictate the terms of it, I proposed an 
amendment, which left the principle in all its 
force, and avoided some of the objections. We 
have heretofore heard much about a spirit of ac- 
commodation; but the friends of this resolution 
have not discovered it. After wearying themselves 
in hunting for a reason against the amendment, it 
was negatived without aT: They will agree with 
us, but it must be precisely on their own terms. 
This is the language of accommodation : Hear and 
believe whatever we teach; stoop down and bear 
whatever we impose. Victory is in our own power; 
a triumph is better than peace. If, sir, it be con- 
nected with discord and publie calamity, the lau- 
rel is too withered to excite my envy. If, amid the 
fire which rages, we have not forgotten the cause 
which produced it, we must remember that the 
condemnations of our vessels in the West Indies, 
in consequence of the orders of the British Go- 
vernment of the sixth of November, are the great 
and immediate cause of complaint. Have we, sir, 
demanded a recompense for this injury, and waited 
a reasonable time for an answer? So far is this 
from fact, that we have not taken one step towards 
this, nor have we even heard from Britain since it 
was known there that any condemnations have 
taken place. 

Our last despatches from our Minister at Lon- 
don tell us, that Lord Grenville declared that he 
presumed no condemnations would take place in 
consequence of those orders. The words them- 
selves certainly de not justify any. 

Have we any right to say that a demand of re- 
compense would be fruitless, when the injuries we 
complain of are thus expressly disavowed by the 
Minister ? Did we know that a demand would be 
fruitless, still we ought to make it, in conformity 
to the usage of nations, from a decent respect to 
their opinion, and to convince them, in case of a 
war, that our enemies are altogether the aggressors, 
and that we have been just and circumspect. We 
are judging in our own cause, and we ought not 
to trust ourselves to deviate from established prin- 
ciples, lest prejudice should mislead us. But it is 
sald, that we have negotiated in vain, respecting 
the breaches of the Treaty of Peace, and that the 
delays here are sufficient to justify immediate 
war. Do we not know, sir, that there are two 
sides to that negotiation? Have they not made de- 
mands on us for breaches of the same treaty ? The 
negotiation is still pending in the ordinary train. 
We have never given them our ultimatum on the 
subjects of it. It is now under the direction of 
the Executive, which is the Constitutional authori- 
ty. It is not proper for us to assume to put an 
end to it by an act of legislation. Who, sir. that 
calls himself an American, would dare to pursue 
a measure which may tarnish our national honor ? 
If any one would take even a doubtful step, 
“shame ought to burn his cheek to cinder.” t: 
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prevent being misunderstood or misrepresented: 
perhaps I ought to say here, that I by no means 
deny our right to regulate or prohibit American 
commerce. I only mean that if the present eon- 
troversy should end in war, we cannot justify en- 

aging in it without first demanding justice, and 
if we make this demand with circumstances which 
forbid success, we do not comply with the spirit 
of this rule, but evade it. Taking the measure 
now proposed, would forbid Britain to treat with 
us on the subject. We know that we should re- 
fuse in similar circumstances. Are we more proud 
than Britain ? Did any nation ever begin negotia- 
tion with threats? The external forms of regard 
on such occasions are so excessive, that nothing 
but custom prevents this appearing ridiculous. 
Humanity, as well as usage, requires that every 
peaceful method should be tried, and that too in 
the form best calculated to be successful. Faith- 
fulness to our constituents requires this. Their 
interest and their wishes are against courting 
war. 

But, sir, we are told that negotiation is pusillani- 
mous. Passion is called American feeling. We 
hear much about energy, and some seem to think 
that the occasion calls for insult. Sir, noise and 
declamation are very distinct from fortitude 
and patriotism. The bravest men do not bluster 
and threaten. Why should it be thought too tame 
a measure to state the injury, and with manly 
firmness demand a recompense? The pride, the 

etulance of Kings, has always submitted to this, 
fat the moderation of a Republic forbids it. More 
proud than Kings—more insolent than tyrants— 
we despise this law of humanity, this compact 
of mankind. Where isthe despot, the ermined 
monster, who dares to spread desolation and ha- 
voc, without demanding first hisright? And where, 
sir, is the difference between not demanding at all, 
and demanding in such a way as to insure a refu- 
sal? How much justice there is in the charge of 

usillanimity, which has been so often and liberal- 
y made, I will not undertake to determine. Per- 
haps he who pursues with decent firmness the 
steps which pers humanity, and general 
consent have provided, and while he feels the 
strongest indignation, is too pros to throw dirt 
or threaten, but places himself in the best posture 
of defence, lest war should follow unsuccessful ne- 
gotiation, is as truly magnanimous, as he who 
talks loudly of revenge, avows passion as his prin- 
ciple, call hard names to produce conciliation, and 
gives blows to keep peace, who at the same time 
does every thing to provoke war, and opposes 
every measure to prepare for it. Lest the diffi- 
culties of the present crisis, and the attack on the 
pride of Britain, by prefacing our demand with a 
threat, should not be sufficient to prevent a recom- 
pense and provoke to war, old causes of contro- 
versy are added. The breaches of the Treaty of 
Peace, by detaining the posts and negroes, are old 
subjects of complaint. 

Why they are brought forward now, and made 
an indispensable preliminary of treaty, when Bri- 
tain is alded by a powerful confederacy, and the 
world is like tinder, is difficult to conceive, unless 


we wish to kindle here the flame of war. Fur- 
ther, sir, this throws such an unequal burden on 
our merchants, as amounts to oppression. They 
have already suffered extremely from British and 
other depredations. They bear the principal bur- 
dens in raising our revenue. Is it right to add to 
all this, and forbid many of them to exercise that 
business, by which they get their bread, until Bri- 
tain shall not only make compensation for their 
recent injuries, but also settle the old matters 0} 
difference precisely on our own terms? We are 
connecting matters which our interest requires 
should be separate. Britain, following our own 
example here, will say that by the treaty, all Bri- 
tish debts were to be paid; but the State laws and 
the Courts of Virginia have prevented this. They 
will offer to set off these against the injuries suf- 
fered by our merchants, and perhaps the balance 
will be against us. Will this be protection to the 
sufferers? Yet, if we connect these claims together 
we cannot object to their doing the same. It is 
throwing on the merchants all the political evils 
and burdens of America. Yet we who oppose 
this measure have been charged with wanting 
feeling for their suffering. Provoking an unneces- 
sary war will sacrifice all their property now 
abroad, and deprive them of all hope of recom- 
pense, for that which has been already condemn- 
ed. Going to war issurely no way to induce Bri- 
tain to make compensation; and it is as certain, 
that this country will be under no obligation to do 
so, if war shall be the issue. This country is bound 
to indemnify them only when we refuse to obtain 
satisfaction from Britain, or to avenge their 
wrongs. What inconvenience should we experi- 
ence trom the delay occasioned by the usual forms 
of seeking redress ? Can Britain run | like a 
private malefactor, so that we cannot catch her to 
punish her? We should at least be better pre- 
pared for war. If the reasons for it are strong 
they will not suffer by our taking time to examine 
them. Are we afraid that passion will cool, which 
we here avow as the principle which governs, and 
ought to govern our counsels? Or are we appre- 
hensive that passion on this occasion is popular ’ 
I suspect this last idea has no small influence. 
We ought to judge that nothing will be popular 
which is not right. I have more respect for my 
constituents than to believe that they will run mad. 
and then become so myself to please them. That 
I should continue in this seat is of very small im- 
ortance to me, and of none to the public. But 
it is of infinite moment to preserve our peace and 
national honor. The path of rectitude is the way 
to honor. The man who walks in it without de- 
viating, will generally meet the public approba- 
tion. But if he should fail in this, his own fee!- 
ings will reward him, 
respect the manly Republicanism of America 
too much to believe that the popular water-gruel. 
the milk for sucklings, with which some men 
strive to gain his favor, can either please his appe- 
tite or invigorate his system. There are discon- 
tented men in all countries; perhaps our own has 
fewer than any other. They hallo loud anc 
often, and we are therefore led to think they are 
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numerous. A tumultuous minority thus often 
imposes measures on a peaceful majorit , against 
the first principle of Republicanism. The voice 
of the people is not for war, unless necessary for 
our safety and honor. Many in this city may 
wish for it, but the majority through the Union 
are desirous of peace. Though they will encoun- 
ter war bravely if it shall overtake them, they are 
against running to meet it. I will not detain the 
Committee with stating the inconveniences we 
subject ourselves to, the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies from other countries during the convul- 
sions of Europe, the loss of our articles of export, 
perishing on our hands from a retaliatory prohibi- 
tion by Britain, the impossibility of executing 
such a law, or the encouraging of frauds, to the 
ruin of the merchant of honor. These have 
already been the subjects of observation. The 
strong objection which arises from our Constitu- 
tion | cannot omit. In the distribution of power 
to the several departments of Government, the 
right of making treaties is given to the Executive. 
Of course the preparatory negotiation must belong 
to them as an incident of the authority. But we 
are now commencing a negotiation ourselves, and 
prescribing terms of a treaty. It is urged that 
this cannot bind the Executive. They may make 
a different treaty, but our prohibition will still be 
in force. Do we intend to say, then, that we will 
forbid our citizens from commerce with Britain, 
even after the Executive, the only Constitutional 
power, shail have settled all matters of difference, 
unless they will suffer us to dictate the mode in 
which they shall exercise their authority? This 
looks to me very much like usurpation, by what- 
ever name we may choose to call it. It has been 
said, by a zealous friend of the measure, that a 
treaty would be the supreme law of the land, by 
virtue of the Constitution, and therefore would 
repeal this law. Perhaps it may in future be 
thought convenient to retract that doctrine. If it 
be true, it is idle to make the law. But, sir, I 
doubt the truth of it. It appears strange to sa 

that an act, in its nature Legislative, (and ok 
we are told this is,) can be abrogated by an Ex- 
ecutive act. I know of nothing but the Legisla- 
ture which can repeal a law. It belongs either to 
Legislative or Executive power. If the former, 
the Legislature only can abrogate it; if the latter. 
we ought not to meddle with it. We may as well 
carry through the negotiation, as begin it, and 
prescribe the terms of it. If the Constitution had 
given us the power, we could not exercise it, from 
our numbers and mode of doing business. It will 
not be denied that the Executive has a right to 
appoint and instruct a negotiator as to the terms 
of settlement. Have we the same right, or even 
can we instruct him when they shall appoint? 
Suppose him thus doubly instructed by the Ex- 
ecutive, having Constitutional authority, and by 
us, who cannot tell from whence we derive the 
power, and the instructions contradict each other: 
whom is the negotiator to obey? None will say 
that the power of the Executive is not paramount 
to all others, as to treaties and all foreign negotia- 
tions. Are we to make a law, then, which may 








be violated with impunity—nay, more, with pro- 
priety? I wish, sir, that gentlemen who so often 
tremble for the sanctuary of Republicanism, and 
deprecate usurpation of power, would apply these 
excellent feelings to this subject. We have been 
often told that something must be done, and that, 
if we object to this measure, we ought to show a 
better as a substitute. I have never thought this 
a difficult task. I will now state the outlines of 
what ought to be done. By a peculiarity in our 
Constitution, negotiation with foreign nations is 
altogether an Executive duty ; but to declare war 
is with the Legislature. In Governments where 
the powers of negotiation and of war are in the 
same hands, the same officer can demand a recom- 
pense for an injury, propose his ultimatum, and 
declare war if it be rejected; but our Executive 
may be embarrassed in pursuing a demand of 
compensation to the last extremity, lest he should 
pledge the honor of the nation to war against the 
will of the Legislature, who alone can make war. 
We ought, therefore, to pass a resolution request- 
ing the PresipENT to pursue with energy a de 
mand for recompense, according to the custom of 
nations, and pledging ourselves to support him, if 
the event should prove unsuccessful; and, in the 
mean time, we ought to prepare for war. I can 
see nothing further which is Legislative in its 
nature, or committed to our care by the Constitu- 
tion, until it shall appear that the negotiation has 
failed of success. Then, sir, it will be time enough 
to prohibit commercial intercourse, or declare war, 
or take any other measures to avenge our wrongs 
and vindicate the honor of our country. If we 
are to engage in war, sir, | presume we must have 
some money to carry it on, unless in this instance, 
also, we are an exception from general rules. The 
measure now contemplated must almost annihi- 
late our imports, and we have not looked round 
for a substitute. We have heard of a land tax, 
but there are many objections to it. On the eve 
of war public credit is doubly important. Having 
lost our former resources, we must provide new 
funds for the punctual payment of the interest of 
the Public Debt, the expenses of Government, and 
the innumerable expenses of war. We must not 
only suffer heavy taxes and burdens, but also an 
enormous increase of our Debt. As I am not 
guilty of being a creditor of the Union, perhaps I 
may be heard patiently on this subject. It has 
been often said here that the Public Debt has en- 
slaved our country ; yet now we are urged to in- 
crease it beyond all calculation, without taking 
the usual measures for pacific accommodation. 
Though I have labored in vain to understand 
how the Public Debt is an engine of slavery, and 
have sincerely thought our country a perfect model 
of civil freedom, yet I hope this argument will 
have some weight with those who see that we are 
slaves, and that the Public Debt has riveted our 
fetters. Here give me leave to answer an argu- 
ment which has been repeatedly pressed, and with 
apparent success. It is not denied that the first 
regular step is to demand a recompense for an in- 
jury ; but it is said that Britain regards no laws 
of nations in her conduct to us, and therefore we 
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are not bound to observe them towards her. | 
presume by this it is not meant that we ought to 
do wrong because Britain has done wrong; but 
that it becomes right for us to disregard those laws 
which she violates. Let us examine this. The 
laws and usages of nations have prescribed certain 
modes of demanding redress of a nation for an in- 
jury ; those of necessity can only be applicable to 
an injured nation, for no other can need redress. 
Can it, then, be true that the moment a nation 1s 
injured, and thereby is placed in the situation for 
which, and for which alone, the rule was made, 
the rule ceases to be obligatory? A nation can- 
not be injured unless the Laws of Nations, with 
respect to her, have been violated. According to 
this argument, a very solemn rule of conduct has 
been established, which is never to be complied 
with—not by a nation which has not received an 
injury, beeause there is nothing to redress, and not 
by a nation which has been injured, because, with 
respect to her, the Laws of Nations have been 
violated by the aggressing nation, and this dis- 
penses with the rule. This answer to an argu- 
ment so much relied on is, to my mind, perfectly 
satisfactory. I call on the gentlemen to show it 
to be a fallacy. Our situation, sir, is not new, 
though our conduct may be so. We have seen 
Holland, when neutral in former wars, suffering 
similar injuries; they did not pursue such mea- 
sures as We contemplate, though better prepared 
for war. Neither their interest nor their honor 
suffered by their moderation. The present neu- 
tral Powers of Europe are fellow-sufferers with 
us; yet we do not hear of similar impetuosity of 
resentment. In all wars neutral nations are abused 
in proportion as the Powers at war are strong and 
the neutrality weak. A stronger combination than 
the present, perhaps, never existed in Europe ; and 
a neutrality can seldom be weaker. The princi- 
ples of the present war are also peculiar; it isa 
struggle for existence. The unusual circum- 
stances of it have compelled the French, with 
whom we are in friendship, not only to disregard 
our rights as a neutral nation, but to violate their 
treaty with us, though we have proceeded so far 
in friendship to them as to hazard our peace. Our 
merchants suffer severely from that nation; yet 
we are told that imperious necessity, from pecu- 
liar circumstances, is an excuse. I say not these 
things to criminate that nation; they have been 
civil enough to apologise and promise recompense ; 
but we have not received even good manners from 
their enemies. The public mind appears to have 
suffered little irritation from this cause, and it is far 
from my wish toexcite any. My motive is only to 
show that this acquiescence in their apology proves 
our opinion that the present war is peculiar in its 
nature. Though we owe nothing but indignation 
to Britain, yet we owe prudence to our country 
and respect to ourselves. The present moment is 
infinitely valuable, and ought not to be trifled 
with. The present situation and disposition cf 
Britain almost insure us honorable peace, unless 
we provoke war. We have strong evidence that 
war with this country is against both their interest 
and their wishes. Though the measure under 
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consideration is not in itself hostility, and violates 
no law of nations, were we to stop here, yet a 
little reflection must convince us that it tends to 
war. It is placing our negotiation for recompense 
from Britain on so new, and, to them, so humili- 
ating a footing, that their pride must revolt; thus 
national honor must forbid a compliance. They 
will say to our negotiator, no nation ever addressed 
another in this way. Suppose we have injured 
you: it is not possible for us to treat with you re- 
specting retribution on these terms; it is not an 
offer of peaceful accommodation, but an affront. 
a challenge. This refusal to treat, which the 
mode of making the demand renders certain, will 
then be urged as a refusal to make us a recom- 
pense, and war becomes inevitable. Why, sir, 
should we be thus ingenious to avoid peace, and 
rush hastily into the tragedy of Europe? At such 
a moment we ought to pause and inquire what 
we can gain by war. We now possess every 
blessing for which cther nations contend; we may 
lose, but cannot gain by confusion. The price of 
our present political happiness was not small; we 
are now eating the fruit of that tree which was 
watered with the blood of our fathers; yet we 
suffer the canker-worm of jealousy to feed on its 
foliage—the whirlwind of discord threatens to 
root it up forever. What attractions do we find 
in the desolation, the misery, the crimes of Eu- 
rope? Their very virtues are shaded with hor- 
ror; their rulers are the scourges of mankind ; 
their business is oppression; their sport is viola- 
tion; they trade in blood; the priests of Moloch 
offer daily hecatombs of innocent victims; they 
fatten on human sacrifices; our former friends 
are insane, or rather their patriotism borders on 
phrenzy ; Europe is at war with all the feeling: 
of nature; they blaspheme her rights; they laugh 
at her agonies. Can it be necessary, sir, to de- 
scribe the happiness of our own country to show 
the contrast? We are so familiar with public 
blessings that we have almost forgotten their value. 
The voice of oppression is not heard. Our habit- 
ations are the dwellings of virtue and domestic 
happiness; the laws of morality and of our coun- 
try are revered; we profane not the altars of reli- 
gion; we have realized the golden age of fable; 
we have practised Republican visions; in this 
moment of danger our minds should swell to the 
magnitude of the occasion; we ought to brave 
every danger to defend these inestimable advan- 
tages; but if we want prudence, we shall appear 
to want every virtue. I have now done with the 
question. The measure appears to me to threaten 
great mischief to our country. If this shall be 
realized, though I shall share in the common ca- 
lamity, a review of my conduct will not upbraid 
me. We may look back, sir, across a deluge of 
misery which may overwhelm the country, to the 
happy shore of peace, which, perhaps, we now 
imprudently abandon. We may recal this mo- 
ment as that in which we hoisted the floodgate of 
destruction. On such a retrospect our country- 
men may say, you were the authors of these ca- 
lamities, and you are responsible. 

Mr. J. Wapsworts said the path to be pursued 
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by this country, Mr. Chairman, is, in my opinion, 
a plain one, if reason and not passion be our guide. 
We have suffered injuries; our rights have been 
violated. It is our duty to seek reparation for the 
former, and to vindicate the latter. But war isa 
calamity of the extremest kind; it ought then 
only to be encountered in the last extremity ; 
every thing possible should be attempted to avoid 
it; every thing should be avoided that will tend 
to increase the chance of its existence. 

The plainest facts demonstrate that our case is 
not out of the reach of a remedy, by negotiation. 
A revocation of the instructions of the 6th of No- 
vember. and the explanations which have been 
given concerning them, afford an assurance that 
whatever may have been the disposition of the 
British Government at one time, war with this 
country did not continue to be its purpose. 

What is the inference from such a state of 
things? why plainly this; that we ought to make 
effectual preparations for the worst that may hap- 
pen; that we ought to go to work in earnest, and 
with vigor, to put the country in a state of de- 
fence; ina posture for serious war; and in this 
position, we ought to make one more appeal to 
the justice, the good sense of Great Britain ; but 
if the gentlemen will not allow me these expres- 
sions as applied to Great Britain, I will withdraw 
them, and say their interest. And if that fails, 
then, and not before, we ought to meet with de- 
cision and firmness the only alternative—war. 

In the meantime, sir, we ought to do nothing 
that can prove an obstacle to the success of nego- 
tiation ; we should not by any rash or intemperate 
measure make accommodation on the part of Great 
Britain impossible, without dishonor; we should 
not so act as to force her pride, to take side against 
her reason and her interest. If a war is to happen, 
unanimity among ourselves will be of infinite im- 
portance; if our course be such as to render it 
manifest to all our citizens that we have done 
every thing in our power to avoid the evil; that 
we have availed ourselves of all the chances of 
preserving peace, that we have done nothing that 
could destroy a single one of them, then we shall 
secure unanimity ; then may we rely that every 
nerve of the country will be strained, every re- 
source called forth to defend ourselves, and annoy 
the enemy ; and here I trust I shall not be behind 
any man in exertion and perseverance. But if 
our course be such as to leave a doubt, whether 
the war might not have been with greater pru- 
dence avoided ; a suspicion that it may have been 
precipitated by violent and premature measures, 
adieu to unanimity. 

The arrival of the calamity awakening men’s 
minds to its magnitude, and substituting the opera- 
tions of reason for those of passion, will substitute 
censure for applause ; condemnation for approba- 
tion; the Government will lose the confidence of 
the people as having been rash and inconsiderate. 

Our efforts will be languid and feeble, our coun- 
eils distracted and disjointed, and the least evil 
that can happen, will be an inglorious and disad- 
vantageous peace; what worse may be in the 
womb of time, God only knows. 
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1 call on those who hear me to shun this course. 
I know the temper of the people I represent. I 
have every day communications that show me 
their extreme disapprobation of any measure that 
can lessen the chance for peace. I therefore, with 
the greatest confidence, predict what will be their 
conduct on one, or on the other plan of precedure. 
I believe the temper of the citizens of the neigh- 
boring States is not materially different from that 
of the citizens of the State to which I belong. I 
presume it will not be understood that the citizens 
of the State I came from are willing tamely to 
submit to be ruined by the ravages of Great Bri- 
tain. No, sir, they love peace, and will court it 
with warmth; but if war be unavoidable, they 
will not be behind their neighbors, they feel, and 
feel keenly their wrongs and injuries, and their re- 
sentments are strong. 

I ask the warmest advocates for the proposed 
measure to form in their own minds a just estimate 
of the substantial value of unanimity, of the com- 
parative faculties of the different parts of our 
country, for military exertions ; they will not do ill 
to review the example of the last war. 

For my part I am resolved, whatever may be 
the current of the moment, to bear my testimony 
against all measures of a tendency to destroy the 
prospect of peace. I consider the one under con- 
sideration as such a measure, and mean to make 
my Opposition to it. 

Let those who are bold enough to court danger 
to the country, stand distinguished to their fellow 
citizens, from those who, though resolved to be 
prepared for war, and to meet it with fortitude 
when it is inevitable, at the same time are resolv- 
ed not to precipitate so greatanevil. I cheerfully 
concede to the former all the glory; they will have 
all the responsibility of their enterprise. 

I have thus expressed my real sentiments, not 
attempting to torture any man’s arguments, or 
wound their feelings ; and were I to indulge a. 
self in railing at the British for their unjustifiable 
depredations on our trade, I think, sir, I could be 
as eloquent as other gentlemen who have gone be- 
fore me; I believe it would be useless, and I for- 
bear. 

The Committee now rose, and reported the re- 
solution to the House; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and the House adjourned. 


Turspay, April 15. 


Several remonstrances from citizens of the 
United States West of the Alleghany Mountains, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, were pre- 
sented to the House and read, stating their right 
to a free enjoyment of the navigation of the river 
Mississippi, and praying that the General Govern- 
ment will adopt such measures as shall be most 
expedient and effectual to secure the same from 
encroachment by the citizens or subjects of foreign 
countries. 

Ordered, That the said remonstrances be re- 
ferred to Mr. Les, Mr. Orr, Mr. Pickens, Mr. 
RournerrorD, and Mr. Monrcomery ; that they 
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do examine the matter thereof, and report the 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

Me. Biount, from the committee to whom was 
re-committed the bill, sent from the Senate, entitled 
“ An act to erect a light-house on the headland of 
Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocracock 
Island, in the State of North Carolina,” made a 
report; which was read, and, together with the 
said bill, ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Hittnovss, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making provision for the payment 
of the interest on the balances due to certain 
States, upon the final settlement of the accounts 
between the individual States and the United 
States; which was read twice, and committed. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and of 
the House of Representatives : 


I lay before you a Letter from the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Britannic Majesty to the Secretary of 
State; a Letter from the Secretary of the Territory 
South of the river Ohio, enclosing an Ordinance and 
Proclamation of the Governor thereof; the translation 
of so much of a petition of the inhabitants at Post Vin- 
cennes, addressed to the President, as relates to Con- 
gress: and certain despatches lately received from our 
Commissioners at Madrid. These despatches from 
Madrid, being a part of a business which has been hith- 
erto deemed confidential, they are forwarded under that 
view. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, April 15, 1794. 


The papers referred to in the said Message were 


partly read. 
NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
reported yesterday by the Committee of the Whole 
House, to prohibit all commercial intercourse be- 
tween the citizens of the United States and the 
subjects of the King of Great Britain, so far as the 
same respects articles of the growth or manufac- 
ture of Great Britain or Ireland; and the same 
being twice read, in the words following, to wit: 


“ Resolved, That, until the Government of Great Bri- 
tain shall cause compensation for all losses and damages 
sustained by the citizens of the United States, from armed 
vessels, or from any person or persons acting under com- 
mission or authority of the British King, contrary to the 
laws of nations, and in violation of the rights of neutral- 
ity; and also, until all the posts, now held and detained 
by the King of Great Britain, within the Territories of 
the United States, shall be surrendered and given up; 
and until compensation be made for the negroes carried 
away, contrary to the Treaty of Peace,—all commercial 
intercourse between the citizens of the United States 
and the subjects of the King of Great Britain, or the 
citizens or subjects of any other nation, so far as the 
same respects articles of the growth or manufacture of 
Great Britain or Ireland, shall be prohibited : Provided, 
such prohibition shall not extend to vessels, or their 
cargoes, arriving in any of the ports of the United 
States, before the day of next.” 


Mr. Situ, of South Carolina, presented his 
modification of the original motion. It was de- 
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clared to be a substitute by the Chair, and there- 
fore out of order. 

Mr. Gites moved to strike out of the resolution 
the sine qua non condition, of restitution for ne- 
groes carried off. 

Mr. Smirn, of 8. C., objected tothe motion. He 
feared it would appear like an abandonment of 
the claim. 

After some further debate on this amendment. 
Mr. Firzsimons suggested a substitute for the 
resolution to avoid the embarrassment of a specifi- 
cation. 

Mr. Gites withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Smiru, of S. C., moved to strike out a 
specification, and insert a clause more general. 

After further conversation, Mr. Tracy express- 
ed a wish for the previous question, under the 
impression that this is not a proper time for a 
final decision of the subject. 

Mr. Smrrn. of S. C., consented to withdraw his 
amendment until the previous question be put. 
After some debate, 

The previous question was called for by five 
members, to wit: “Shall the main question, to 
agree to the said resolution, be now put ?” 

And on the previous question, “Shall the said 
main question be now put?” it was resolved in 
the affirmative—yeas 53, nays 44, as follows : 

Yeas.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 
ham Clark, Isaac Coles, George Dent, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Green- 
up, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, 
(seorge Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, John 
Hunter, William Irvine, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, John 
Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Israel 
Smith, Sam’! Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, 
Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Win- 
ston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry Dearborn, 
Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benja- 
min Goodhue, James Gordon, Thomas Hartley, Daniel 
Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa 
Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, Wil- 
liam Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, John S. Sher- 
burne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah 
Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 


Wepnespay, April 16. 

Ordered, That the petition of the inhabitants 
of Post Saint Vincennes, referred to in the Prest- 
DENT’s Message of yesterday, be referred to Mr. 
Ciark, Mr. Armstrone, Mr. Scorr, Mr. WALK 
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er, and Mr. Biounr; that they do examine the 
matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 

The House resumed the reading of the commu- 
nications referred to in the Message of yesterday, 
from the PresipeNnT oF THE Unirep Srares, and 
went through the same. ' 

Ordered, That the said communications do lie 
on the table. 





Tuurspay, April 17. 


Mr. Witu1am Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire whether any, or what further or 
other revenues are necessary for the support of the 
public credit ; and, if further revenues are neces- 
sary, to report the ways and means, made a re- 
port; which was read, and ordered to be commit- 
ted toa Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
day next. 

THE EMBARGO. 


The resolution proposed some days since, for 
the continuation of an Embargo, was taken up in 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Saersurne in the 
Chair. 

Mr. Lee made a motion for excepting foreign 
bottoms from the operation of the Embargo. This 
motion was supported chiefly upon the grounds 
that the agricultural interest suffers by a general 
Embargo; that the chief intention of the Embar- 
go is, to keep American navigation from the grasp 
of rapacity ; and this end will be as fully an- 
swered under the operation of the amendment. 

Against it, it was argued, that the distinction will 
excite a jealousy in the breast of our citizens ; will 
tend to deprive us of our seamen, who will en- 
gage, for want of domestic employment, on board 
of foreign vessels, and also strip us of some _por- 
tion of our vessels, by rendering foreign bottoms 
much more valuable than American. It was also 
said, that one object of the Embargo will be frus- 
trated by the amendment—the fasting of the Bri- 
tish islands. Such a discrimination will render 
an Embargo, instead of an act calculated to repel 
an aggression, and prevent aggression in future, an 
encouragement to insult, by encouraging foreign 
trade in preference to American. The amend- 
ment was lost. 

Another amendment was proposed, to enable 
merchants, under certain restrictions, to send de- 
a boats to the West Indies, in order to com- 
ply with the forms requisite to lodge, within the 
limited time, appeals from the Admiralty Courts 
of the British islands. Several attempts were 
made to guard the provision, so that it should not 
be a means of evading the Embargo. This ap- 
peared, finally, not to have been done to the satis- 
faction of a majority; and, upon its being sug- 
gested that the renewal of the general Embargo 
resolution was a measure that did not admit of 
delay, and that the provision proposed might be 
considered at another time, separately, the ques- 
tion was taken, and the amendment lost. 

The original resolution was agreed to by a very 
large majority, and reported to the House, where 
it was immediately taken up. 
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It was suggested that Sweden, by treaty, is po- 
sitively exempted from the operation of Em- 
bargoes, and that, if this be the case, France, Hol- 
land, &c., who have, by treaty, the privileges of 
the most favored nations, are also exempt, and 
they should be positively exempted in the reso- 
lution. 

It was answered, that treaties are the supreme 
law of the land, and cannot clash with a resolu- 
tion of Congress. However, it was conceived that 
the provision in the Swedish treaty is not alto- 
gether clear, and at any rate can only entitle them 
to carry away their vessels, but not to export our 
produce against our will; for, in that case, our 
every attempt to lay an Embargo might be baf- 
fled by those foreign nations. A proviso, however, 
was adopted, expressly excepting from the opera- 
tion of the Embargo, nations exempted by treaty. 
Another proviso was then adopted, to enable mer- 
chants to send despatch-boats to any of the West 
India islands, for the purpose stated above. The 
resolution was then agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the present embargo be 
continued, and every regulation concerning the 
same shall be in full foree, until the twenty-fifth 
day of May next: Provided, That nothing in this 
resolution be construed as intended to contravene 
any rights or privileges arising out of treaty or 
treaties between any foreign nation and the Unit- 
ed States: And provided, also, That the PRestDENT 
or THE Unirep States be authorized to permit 
the sailing of any vessel, for the sole purpose of 
lodging in the Courts of Vice Admiralty, in any 
of the West India islands, appeals from sentences 
or decrees of the said Courts, whereby vessels or 
cargoes claimed by an American citizen or citizens, 
have been condemned: Provided, That bond, 
with sufficient security, be previously given, that 
such vessel shall not, directly or indirectly, carry 
on any commerce whatsoever, during the voyage. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. Wixiu1aM Smirn, from the Standing Com- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of Abram Trigg, complaining of an undue 
election and return of Francis Preston, to serve 
as a member of this House, for the State of Virgi- 
nia, made a report; which was read, as follows: 


“ That, upon examining the evidence in this case, it 
appears that, in the county of Lee, in the said State, 
the poll was closed, after due proclamation by the she- 
riff, at or about three o’clock, p. m.; that application 
was afterwards made to the sheriff to open the poll for 
several voters who appeared, which the sheriff refused. 
On recurring to the election law of Virginia, the sheriff 
appears to be vested with discretionary power to close 
the poll at any time of the day after three proclamations 
made, and no voters appearing. The committee are, 
therefore, of opinion that the election was conducted 
according to law in the said county. 

“It appears that the sheriff of Washington county, 
in consequence of rain, adjourned the poll to the second 
day ; and that, from the latitude of discretion vested in 
him by law, he was fully authorized so to do. 

“No evidence having been produced in support of 
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the charge that persons were polled in Washington 
county, who live in the territory South of the Ohio, and 
in Kentucky, the petitioner has abandoned that charge. 

“The evidence, with regard to Montgomery county, 
being very voluminous, and in some respects contradic- 
tory, the committee have found some difficulty in form- 
ing an opinion in relation to that county. The follow- 
ing facts, however, appear to be well-established, viz : 

“That Captain William Preston, brother, and agent 
at the election, of the sitting member, was quartered 
near Montgomery court-house, with about 60 or 70 Fe- 
deral troops, of which he had the command; that, on 
the day of election, the said troops were marched in a 
body twice or three times round the court-house, and 
paraded in front of, and close to the door thereof; that, 
towards the close of the election, the said troops were 
polled, generally in favor of the sitting member, but 
their votes were put down on a separate paper, and, af- 
ter the election, at the comparison of the polls of the re- 
spective counties, were rejected by the returning offi- 
cers; that some of them threatened to beat any person 
who should vote in favor of the petitioner; that one of 
the soldiers struck and knocked down a magistrate who 
was attending at the said election ; that three soldiers 
stood at the door of the court-house, and refused to ad- 
mit a voter because he declared he would vote for 
the petitioner; that many of the country people were 
dissatisfied with the conduct of the soldiers, which pro- 
duced altercations at the election between the soldiers 
and the country people, the former being generally for 
the sitting member, and the latter for the petitioner, and 
terminated in a violent affray between them after the 
poll was closed ; that some of the soldiers being after- 
wards interrogated why they said they would beat any 
man who voted for Trigg, replied, “they who are bound 
must obey.” That, though it is doubtful whether any 
of the soldiers were armed at the court-house, yet it ap- 
pears that, at the time of the affray, after the election, 
Captain Preston had a sword and dagger; and that, 
when the soldiers, being overpowered by the country 
people, retreated to their barracks, some guns were fired 
by the soldiers towards the country people. 

“The committee, on full consideration of all the evi- 
dence in relation to Montgomery county, from which 
the foregoing facts result, are of opinion that, notwith- 
standing the soldiers were not disfranchised of the right 
of voting, merely as such, yet their conduct, as well as 
that of their commander, was inconsistent with that 
freedom and fairness which ought to prevail at elec- 
tions ; and that, although it does not appear, from any 
other than hearsay testimony, that any voter was actu- 
ally prevented from voting, yet there is every reasona- 
ble ground to believe that some were, and that the elec- 
tion was unduly and unfairly biassed by the turbulent 
and menacing conduct of the military ; and that the pe- 
tioner, who only lost his election by a majority of ten 
votes, has not had that fair opportunity of obtaining the 
suffrages of the people of that district, to which every 
candidate is entitled. The committee, therefore, view- 
ing the precedent as a dangerous one, and considering 
the inestimable privilege of free suffrage ought never to 
be violated by any military interposition ; that the sit- 
ting member may have obtained a majority by improper 
influence, and that the petitioner ought to have a chance 
of obtaining a seat on equal terms, are of opinion that 


Francis Preston is not duly elected a member of this 
House.” 


In support of the reasoning and conclusion of 
this report, the petitioner submitted a paper. con- 
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taining, at great length, his observations on the 
depositions and other exhibits connected with this 
case. 

Ordered, That the hearing on the trial of the 
said contested election be proceeded on in th 
House on Tuesday next. 

Mr. WituiamM Smita, from the committee ty 
whom was referred the Message from the Pres; 
DENT OF THE Unrrep Srates, of the 18th oj 
March last, relative to an advance of money, re 
quested by the Minister of the French Republic, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 


Fripvay, April 18. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution ot 
this House, to continue the present embargo on 
ships or vessels in the ports of the United States, 
bound to any foreign port or place, with an amend- 
ment; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendment, and the same being read, was 
agreed to. 

NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 

The report of the Committee of the Whole on 
Mr. Cxiarxk’s resolution for a non-importation of 
British goods, was called up. 

The consideration of it at the present time was 
opposed chiefly on the ground that an Envoy had 
been nominated by the Executive to negotiate 
with Great Britain; that the adoption of this re 
solution, at the present timg, would be a bar to 
those negotiations, an infringement on the right ot 
the Executive to negotiate, and an indelicacy to- 
wards that Department; and that, since it leads 
to war, other measures should precede its adop- 
tion. 

It was answered, that the Legislature hav 
solely a right to regulate commerce; that this 
measure is strictly within the Constitutional duty 
of the Legislature ; that, if there is any indelicacy 
in the clashing of the proceedings of the Legisla- 
ture and Executive, the indelicacy is with the Ex- 
ecutive, as the resolution—the object of debate— 
had been several days pending in the House be- 
fore the nomination of an Envoy Extraordinary 
was made; that the resolution cannot lead to war. 
as we have a right, as an independent nation, to 
regulate our commerce, and will, on the contrary, 
be the best means of bringing negotiation to a 
happy issue. 

After much debate, the question on taking the 
report up was put, and the yeas and nays being 
called for, were taken, and stood—y eas 57, nays 42, 
as follows: 

Yeas.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 
ham Clark, Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dear- 
born, George Dent, William Findley, William B. Giles, 
James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, 
Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, John Hunter, William 
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Irvine, Mathew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Ma~ 
con, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muh- 
lenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicho- 
las, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, An- 
drew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, 
Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Jere- 
miah Smith, Israel Smith, Samuel Smith, Thomas 
Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abra- 
ham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, 
Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, James Gordon, Thomas Hartley, Daniel 
Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard 
Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, William Vans Murray, 
Nathaniel Niles, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 


Mr. Bearry then proposed an amendment to 
the resolution as reported, which modifies it so as 
to provide that the intercourse shall be restored 
when the treaty is fulfilled, and reparation for the 
injuries suffered by our navigation is made, to the 
satifaction of the Executive. This, after some 
debate, was withdrawn to give way to an amend- 
ment from Mr. Mapison, which will make the 
proposition read, in substance, as follows: 

“ Whereas, the injuries suffered, and likely to be suf- 
fered by the United States, from a violation of our neu- 


tral rights and commercial interests, on the part of 


Great Britain, and also from a failure in the execution 
of the seventh article of the Treaty of Peace, make it 
expedient that our commercial intercourse with that na- 
tion should not remain as extensive as it nowis: TLere- 
fore, 

“Resolved, That, from the day of next, our 
commercial intercourse with that nation be suspended.” 

The chief difference, it will be observed, be- 
tween this proposition and the original resolution, 
is, that in this, it is not specified on what condi- 
tions the intercourse shall be restored ; leaving, 
therefore, toa future Legislature, when they are 
satisfied with the reparation which negotiation 
may procure from Great Britain, to renew our 
commercial relations with that country. The op- 
posers of the original resolution asked for time to 
consider the amendment, and it was ordered to be 
printed. 








Monpay, April 21. 


Ordered, That the copy of the Laws of the 
Territory Northwest of the River Ohio, which 
accompanied the Message from the PREsIDENT 
or THE Unirep Srares of the twenty-first of Ja- 
nuary last, be referred to Mr. Finp.ey, Mr. Gree- 
nup, Mr. Hunter, Mr. McDowE.t, and Mr. Corr. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads with- 
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in the United States,” with several amendments ; 
to which they desire the eoneurrence of this 
House. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported by the Committee of the Whole 
House on the fifteenth instant, to prohibit all com- 
mercial intercourse between the citizens of the 
United States and the subjects of the King of 
Great Britain, or the citizens or subjects of any 
other nation, so far as the same respects articles 
of the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or 
Ireland; and the amendment and modification 
thereof, which was proposed on Friday last, being 
further considered and debated, the said resolution 
was amended to read as follows: 

“ Whereas, the injuries which have been suffered, and 
may be suffered, by the United States, from viola- 
tions committed by Great Britain on their neutral 
rights and commercial interests, as well as from her 
failure to execute the seventh article of the Treaty of 
Peace, render it expedient for the interest of the Unit- 
ed States, that the commercial intercourse between 
the two countries should not continue to be carried 
on in the extent at present allowed : 


“ Resolved, That, from and after the first day of No- 
vember next, all commercial intercourse between the 
citizens of the United States and the subjects of the 
King of Great Britain, or the citizens or subjects of any 
other nation, so far as the same respects articles of the 
growth or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
shall be prohibited :”’ 

And then the main question being put, that this 
House doth agree to the said resolution, as amend- 
ed, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 58, 
nays 38, as follows: 

Yras.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gebriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 
ham Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, William B, Giles, James Gillespie, Nicho- 
las Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Sa- 
muel Griffin, Willliam Barry Grove, George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
John Hunter, William Irvine, Matthew Locke, Wil- 
liam Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, John 
Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Pres- 
ton, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John S. Sher- 
burne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Samuel Smith, Tho- 
mas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, 
Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Daniel Hei- 
ster, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland 
Lee, Francis Malbone, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah 
Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wads- 
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worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 


Watts, and Paine Wingate. 

Ordered, Thata bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution ; and that Mr. CLarK, 
Mr. Mapison, Mr. Lyman, Mr. Carnes, and Mr. 
Grove, do prepare and bring in the same. 





Tuespay, April 22. 


Mr. Firzstmons, from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the report of the committee on 
the memorial of Arthur St. Clair, made an amend- 
atory report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill directing a detach- 
ment from the Militia of the United States; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill providing for raising 
and organizing a corps of Artillerists and Engi- 
neers; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made seve- 
ral amendments thereto ; which were severally 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States ;” and, the same being 
read, some were agreed to, and others disagreed to. 
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An engrossed bill directing a detachment from 
the Militia of the United States was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill providing for raising and .r- 
ganizing a corps of Artillerists and Engineers was 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Les, from the committee to whom were 
referred several remonstrances from the citizens 
of the United States west of the Alleghany Moun- 
tains, respecting the navigation of the river Mis- 
sissippi, made a report; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
and Report from the Secretary of State, on the 
petition of Stephen Sayre ; which were read, and 
ordered to be referred to Mr. Parker, Mr. Smiis, 
and Mr. Baitey; that they do examine the mat- 
ter thereof, and report the same, with their opin- 
ion thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Cxark, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill tosuspend the importation of certain 
goods, wares, and merchandise ; which was read 
twice and committed. 
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A message from the Senate informed the House. 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ Ay 
act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard an equi- 
valent for his pension for life,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence o; 
this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 9; 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire whether any, or what, fur- 
ther or other revenues are necessary for the sup- 
port of public credit, and, if further revenues are 
necessary, to report the ways and means; and. 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate recede from their amendment, dis- 
agreed to by this House, for striking out the 
twenty-first section of the bill, entitled “ An act 
to establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United States.” The Senate insist on their 
tenth amendment to the first section ; also, to their 
amendment for adding a new section to follow the 
twenty-seventh section of the said bill, and desire 
a conference with this House on the subject-mat- 
ter of the said amendments; to which conference 
the Senate have appointed managers on their part. 

The House proceeded to consider so much of 
the said message as desires a conference on the 
subject-matter of the amendments depending be- 
tween the two Houses to the bill, entitled “ An 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
said conference; and that Mr. Tracy, Mr. Mvn- 
ray, and Mr. Sepewick, be appointed managers 
at the same, on the part of this House. 





Tuurspay, April 24. 


Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom were referred several remonstrances trom 
citizens of the United States West of the Allega- 
ny Mountains, respecting the navigation of the 
river Mississippi, be committed toa Committee o! 
the Whole House on Monday next. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of State, accompanying the 
translation of an Address from the Representa- 
tives of the French People, members of the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, to the Congress of the 
United States; which were read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. ; 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to suspend the im- 
portation of certain goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise; and, after some time spent therein, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the salc 
bill under consideration, and made an amendmet' 
thereto; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. 

The said bill was further amended at the Clerk’s 
table; and, on the question that the said bill, to- 
gether with the amendments, be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow, it was resolved in 
the affirmative—yeas 57, nays 34, as follows: 


Yxras.— James Armstrong,Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
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ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, Henry 
Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Andrew Gregg, 
Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, George Hancock, 
Carter B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, John 
Hunter, William Irvine, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, ‘Thomas 
Scott, John 8. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Abra- 
ham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, 
Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Fisher Ames, Shearjashub Bourne, Benja- 
min Bourne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Samuel Dexter, Uriah Forrest, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Daniel Heister, 
James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland 
Lee, Francis Malbone, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah 
Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah W ads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Win- 
gate. 

The House again resolved itself intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mitte appointed to inquire whether any, or what, 
further or other revenues are necessary for the 
support of public credit, and if further revenues 
are necessary, to report the ways and means; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose, 
and reported progress. 








Frivay, April 25. 


An engrossed bill to suspend the importation of 
certain goods, wares, and merchandise, was read 
the third time; and on the question, that the said 
bill do pass, it was resolved in the affirmative— 
yeas 58, nays 34, as follows: 

Yras.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson,Henry Dearborn, George Dent, William Find- 
ley, Thomas Fitzsimons, William B. Giles, James Gil- 
lespie, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Samuel 
Griffin, William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Carter 
B. Harrison, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, William 
Irvine, Henry Latimer, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas 
Scott, John 8S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 


Proceedings. 


CONGRESS. 606 





Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, Uriah Forrest, Dwight 
Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Good- 
hue, James Gordon, James Hillhouse, William Hind- 
man, John Wilkes Kittera, Richard Bland Lee, Francis 
Malbone, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatch- 
er, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van 
Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremi- 
ah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine 
Wingate. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying a state- 
ment of the cases of all claimants to be placed 
on the pension list of the United States, who ob- 
tained certificates from the Judges of the Cir- 
cuit Courts signed as Commissioners, and also 
from the Judge of the District of Maine ; which 
was read, and ordered to be referred to Mr. Tra- 
cy, Mr. Trepwe.t, Mr. Beatty, Mr. Irvine, and 
Mr. Tuatcuer; that they do examine the mat- 
ter thereof, and report the same, wlth their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act allowing Lieutenant Colonel Tousard 
an equivalent for his pension for life,” and, the 
same being read, was agreed to. 

A memorial of the merchants and others, in- 
habitants of the town of Norwich, in the State of 
Connecticut, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that the most speedy and effectual mea- 
sures may be adopted by Congress, to obtain resti- 
tution for the depredations committed on the pro- 
perty of the citizens of the United States by the 
subjects of Great Britain, under the authority of 
that Government. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House to whom 
is committed the motion of the twenty-seventh, 
ultimo, for the sequestration of all the debts due 
from the citizens of the United States to the sub- 
jects of the King of Great Britain. 

Mr. Finp.ey, from the committee appointed, 
presented, a bill for the relief of Nicholas Rieb; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Letter of the 
Committee of Public Safety of the French Re- 
public, addressed to Congress, be transmitted to 
the Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares, and that 
he be requested tocause the same to be answered on 
behalf of this Hous, in terms expressive of their 
sensibility for the friendly and affectionate man- 
ner in which they have addressed the Congress of 
the United States, with an unequivocal assurance 
that the Representatives of the people of the Unit- 
ed States have much interest in the happiness and 
prosperity of the French Republic. 

Ordered, That Mr. Witttam Samira and Mr. 
Parker, be a committee to wait on the Presi- 
DENT, with the foregoing resolution. 

Ordered, That the amendatory report of the 
committee to whom was recommitted the report 
on the memorial of Arthur St. Clair, which lay 
on the table, be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 





that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
: act to encourage the recruiting service,” with se- 
veral amendments; to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 
The House proceeded toconsider the said amend- 
ments; whereupon, 
Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
amendment proposed to the first section, and doth 
agree to the amendment to the fourth section of 


tances 


ie the said bill. 

Nee The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 

a and report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 

fi enclosing the copy of a contract made with the 

aig Bank of the United States, transmitted pursuant 
ms to the resolution of this House of the twenty-eighth 


ot February last; which were read, and ordered 
to be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House to whom is committed the bill providing 
for the payment of the second instalment due on 
a loan made of the Bank of the United States. 


Sarurpay, April 26. 


The House proceeded to the hearing on the trial 
of the contested election in the case of the petition 
of Abram Trigg, complaining of an undue election 
and return of Francis Preston, to serve as a 
member of this House for the State of Virginia ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered, That the petitioner, on his prayer, be 
admitted to the bar of the House, to be heard in 
the support of the allegations of his petition. 

The depositions and other exhibits, as well on 
é behalf of the petitioner, as of the sitting member, 
‘ being partly read, an adjournment was called for, 


at and carried. 

HB) 

Bs | Monpay April 28. 
ALEXANDER GiLLon, from South Carolina, ap- 
peared, produced his credentials, and took his seat. 

a A message from the Senate informed the House, 

a that the Senate have disagreed to the bill, entitled 
ie “An act to suspend the importation of certain 
' goods, wares, and merchandise.” 

4 A message from the Senate informed the House, 

Ho that the Senate recede from their amendments dis- 


; ‘ agreed to by this House, and insisted on by the 
Senate, to the bill, entitled “An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 


| States,” and do agree to the said amendments, 

; with an amendment and modification of the same, 
fF agreeably to the report of the Joint Committee of 
i ; Conference. 


The House proceeded toconsider the said amend- 
ment and modification; and, the same being read, 
were agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate adhere to their amendment dis- 
agreed to by this House, to the first section of the 
bill, entitled “An act to encourage the recruiting 








service.” 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
roe sage. Whereupon, 
mL Resolved, That a conference be desired with the 
ai Senate, on the subject-matter of the amendment 
aa 
a 
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adhered to; and that Mr. Jeremian Wansworry 

Mr. Finpey, and Mr. Macon, be appointed mana. 
ers at the said conference on the part of thi, 
ouse. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com 
mittee of the Whole House. on the bill makino 
certain alterations in the act for establishing the 
Judicial Courts of the United States, and alterino 
the time of holding certain Courts; and. after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re. 
ported progress. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The House resumed the hearing on the trial! 
the contested election in the case of the petition 
of Apram Trica, complaining of an undue elec. 
tion and return of Francis PRESTON, to serve as 
a member of this House for the State of Virginia 

When the Clerk had finished the reading of the 
examination of witnesses in the case of Mr. Pres- 
TON, that member rose to enter upon a reply. He 
observed, that the discussion of this question had 
been so long deferred very much against his wish 
es; but as it was now two o’clock in the afternoon, 
and as it would require more than an hour for 
him to go through his remarks, he should, if agree- 
able to the House, defer beginning them till to- 
morrow. At the same time, if it was more agree 
able to gentlemen, he should enter upon the sub- 
ject just now. 

Atter a few words from Mr. W. Smiru, and 
Mr. Trica, it was determined to defer the busi 
ness till to-morrow. 

After some conversation on the Post Office bil! 
it was passed. It was agreed to appoint a Com- 
mittee of Conference with the Senate, on dis 
agreeing to the bill for the support of the present 
Military Establishment. 

The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole House, on the report respecting the bette: 
regulation of the Courts of Justice in some of the 
Southern States. 

Mr. 8. Smiru, of Maryland, stated the incon- 
veniences that arose from the present arrange 
ment of the Courts in the State of which he was 
a Representative. It was at one period of a cause 
requisite to travel to the Eastern shore of the 
Chesapeake, and hire an Attorney for going to 
that distance. In another stage of the question 
the whole business was transferred to an opposite 
side of the Bay. This, in the trial of criminal 
cases, is attended with many inconveniences. He 
mentioned an instance of a captain of a vessel 
who had been apprehended for smuggling; bu' 
while they were conducting him across the Bay, 
to his trial, he seized a proper opporranity, jump- 
ed out of the boat, swam ashore, away he wen! 
and was never heard of. 

Mr. Macon, Mr. W. Smita, Mr. Nicnoias, Mr. 
Firzsimons, and several other members, spoke to 
the question. Numerous inconveniences were 


stated, as arising from the present arrangement ot 
Courts of Law. One particular circumstance may 
serve as a specimen. In some places of the South- 
ern States, a person may, for a cause of twenty 
dollars, be put to the trouble and expense of travel- 
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ing backwards and forwards, to the extent alto-| not affect the question before the House. Mr. 8. 
gether of nine hundred miles, before he can be | was ready, and had long been so, to give his voice 
sure of obtaining a decision. It was admitted that | for dismissing the petition of Mr. Trigg. He had 
considerable grievances of this kind existed, but | not the smallest shadow of doubt upon the matter. 
to point out an effectual remedy seemed very dif-| Mr. Macon was of the same opinion. It had 
ficult. been asserted that in this case the laws of Vir- 
Mr. Frrzsimons was of opinion that the House | ginia had been violated. He would be glad to 
should endeavor to expedite this affair, if possible, | learn what law. 
as they had many other subjects on hand; and if} Mr. W. Smirnx considered it as a very clear 
they did not quicken their progress, he foresaw point that the election was not a fair one, because 
that, at the end of the session, a great part of the | it was evident that the petitioner had not enjoyed 
public business would remain undone. He there- | an equally fair chance with the sitting member. 


fore recommended despatch. It was true, that some facts in the petition had 
The Committee then rose, reported progress, | not been completely substantiated. but many had. 
and had leave to sit again. The House had been told that hearsay testimony 


was unworthy of attention: but he wished to re- 
mind them that they were not, like a Court of 
Law, restricted to proceed upon regular proof, 
and not to go beyond the letter of it. They were 
entitled to hear and weigh everything advanced, 
and to form their opinion from the general con- 
viction arising upon the whole circumstances. 
Some facts of the most unwarrantable kind had 
come out. Three of Captain Preston’s soldiers 
guarded the door of the Court-house where the 
election was held. When a person, since ex- 
amined as an evidence, wanted to go in, they 
stopped him with this question—“ Are you to vote 
for Trigg?” Upon answering yes, they replied, 
“By Jesus, then, you shall not:” and though he 
was fifty-eight years of age, two of them laid hold 
upon him and cast him to the ground; when he 
got up again, he went off. Mr. 8S. said that there 
was a clear collusion between Captain Preston 
and the soldiery. 

[Here Mr. Preston interrupted Mr. Smrra, by 
declaring that there was no such thing in the 
evidence. | 

Mr. S. affirmed that there was. [The Clerk 
was then directed to read part of the examination 
of the witnesses, when the particulars above stated 

Mr. Scorr then rose.—He declared that, of all | appeared in the proof,] and Mr. 8S. insisted that 
the questions which had ever come before that | they contained a demonstration of collusive mea- 
House. the present was to him the most wonder- | sures between the sitting member, his brother 
ful. To tell us that an election had been over- | Captain Preston and the military. It was objected 
ruled by a party of soldiers, was indeed extraor-| to Mr. S., on the part of the soldiers, that they 
dinary. Upon such an outrage, it was most aston-| had only said they could, not that they woud 
ishing that the whole country did not rise, as one | knock down Mr. Trigg’s voter. But Mr. S. con- 
man, to resent and punish it. But, for his own | sidered this critical distinction as minute and tri- 
part, he saw the matter in an opposite point of | fling, from the lips of a soldier in liquor. He did 
view. He could not, for his soul, discover the | not understand its accuracy, and he imagined that 
smallest pretence to set aside the election of Mr. | his own nerves must have been as much affected 
Preston, nor could he comprehend or conceive | by the could as by the would. Many of the coun- 
upon what ground so strange a notion had been | try people had expressed much dissatisfaction with 
started. As for Captain Preston, brother to the|the soldiers. It was proved that when the fray 
sitting member, whose conduct had been so loudly | began, Captain Preston had wished to have twenty 
excepted against, Mr. S. said, that his behaviour at | of his soldiers there; and this hint was no sooner 
the election was that of a sage: instead of the fire | given than a person ran off, and immediately re- 
of youth, he had discovered all the moderation | turned with a party of them. 
that could have been expected from the character| Mr. SuerBuRNE was for supporting the sitting 
of a philosopher. As to the introduction of sol-| member. He wished that the time of the House 
diers at the election, he saw no harm in it. They | might not be squandered in an useless display of 
had a right to be there, for they were equally en-| eloquence; it was, to be sure, very agreeable to 
titled with other American citizens to give their|the speaker himself, but at the same time very 
votes in the choice of a Representative. The | superfluous in regard to his audience. 
quarrel that succeeded was accidental, and did The Clerk was again ordered to read some 


Tuespay, April 29. 


A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate agree to the conference desired by 
this House, on the subject-matter of the amend- 
ment disagreed to by this House, and adhered to 
by the Senate, to the first section of the bill, en- 
titled “ An act to encourage the recruiting service,” 
and have appointed managers at the said confer- 
ence on their behalf. 

CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The House resumed the hearing on the trial of 
the contested election in the case of the petition 
of Apram TriaG, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return of Francis Preston, to serve as 
a member of this House for the State of Virginia; 
and the observations, in writing, of the petitioner, 
on the depositions and other exhibits in the said 
case, being read, and the sitting member fully 
heard in his defence, the parties retired from the 
bar. 

The House then proceeded to a decision on the 
said contested election; and— 

Mr. Trico and Mr. Preston spoke, each of 
them, for some time. to the merits of the case. 
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passages in the proof, as far as they respected the 
behaviour of Captain Preston. } 

Mr. W. Smiru then rose a second time. Asa 
member of the Committee that had been chosen 
upon this subject, he was entitled to vindicate 
their report, of which he read some extracts very 
unfavorable to the behaviour of the soldiers. Mr. 
S. observed that Mr. Preston, in his defence, had 
been extremely profuse of his censure on the Com- 
mittee, for doing what they considered to be their 
duty. Mr. S., referring to the observations of Mr. 
SHERBURNE, said that he was perfectly in order 
for defending the report of the Committee, be- 
cause it was justified by the facts. Though the 
quarrel between the soldiers and the country peo- 
ple did not happen till after the poll, yet still it 


arose from bad blood before the poll began, and 


therefore a reference to it was strictly in order. 
Mr. Smiru said, that it was no part of his inten- 
tion to injure the character of Captain Preston, 
who, when the tumult began, took off his sword 
and gave it to some person to hold. For this 
moderation Captain Preston deserved credit. But 
still Mr. S. considered himself as justified in op- 
posing the election, since it was not conducted 
with that fairness, that regularity, and that equal- 
ity of chances, requisite upon Republican princi- 
ples. He read a quotation from Blackstone, as to 


elections: “ Violent interposition!” says that wri- 
ter; “what is it, but to cut Government up by the 
roots, and poison the foundation of public secu- 
rity?” He dwelt at some length on this idea, and 
on the _— imprepriety of military interposi- 


tion. He said Mr. Preston had only a majority 
of ten votes; and when the circumstance of sixty 
or seventy soldiers driving off the voters of Mr. 
Trigg was opposed to such a narrow majority, 
could anybody call this tr-nsaction legal? 

[At the words “ten vues,” Mr. S. was twice 
interrupted; first by Mr. Macon, and next by Mr. 
S. Smirn, of Maryland; but he persisted in his 
assertion. } 

He had stated facts: the premises were obvious. 
Shall the House suffer an officer, the brother of a 
candidate, to seize the door of a Court-house, and 
turn away the voters against his brother? It had 
been said that it was customary, in that part of 
the country, for a candidate to collect his friends, 
and block up doors; but surely it was a very im- 
proper custom. The sitting member had said, that 
if his brother made any wrong step he should have 
been prosecuted in a Court of Law. Mr. S. did 
not mean to say that Captain Preston had com- 
mitted any offence worthy of that. He did not 
perhaps imagine that he was doing any wrong at 
all. It had been asked—Was it possible that sixty 
or seventy unarmed soldiers aes two or 
three hundred people? He thought it possible. 

Mr. 8S. Smiru, of Maryland, defended Mr. Pres- 
ToN. He said, that in forming an impartial judg- 
ment upon this question, various circumstances 
must be taken into consideration, besides the tacts 
in evidence before the House. In elections in the 
Eastern States, the citizens met in small bodies, 
and they conducted the business with that order 
and decency which became the true Republican 
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character. But it was the misfortune of the South- 
ern States, that their citizens assembled in large 
bodies; the Electors of a county meet all together 
before the Sheriff, and give their votes at the same 
time. Hence it appears, that an election in the 
Southern States is nothing but a nursery of su- 
perlative mischief. He said that he was some- 
what surprised at hearing another member [Mr. 
W. Sirs] express so much resentment at ay 
election riot. The gentleman had access to the 
history of a certain election, where the very Chan- 
cellor of a Court of Justice bred a riot in his owy 
Court, for the express purpose of serving his party. 
Much had been said about the enormity of knock- 
ing down a Justice of the Peace; and in the re- 
port of the affair, it was stated as if the Magis- 
trate had been at the Court-house in his officia! 
capacity. Now, sir, said Mr. §., in this part of jt 
the report is not fair. The Justice of the Peace 
was not there in his official capacity. He was 
there drunk, sir; and he gave the first blow, sir, 
to the man who knocked him down. Mr. 8. had, 
by the first accounts of this election, been very 
much prejudiced against the election of the sit- 
ting member; but when he came to examine 
closely into the subject, he declared that he had 
never known an election in the Southern States 
where there was so little mischief. He was sorry, 
for the honor of his part of the country, to give 
this account of it to the Eastern members, but in 
point of common justice to Mr. Preston, they 
ought to be informed that a Southern election 1s 
quite a different sort of transaction from one of 
theirs. 

In the evidence before the House, it had been 
stated that one person was seen at the Court- 
house with a club under his coat. But, sir, said 
Mr. 8., 1 suppose that five hundred of my con- 
stituents had clubs under their coats: so that if 
this be sufficient for putting an end to an election. 
the Committee may begin by dissolving mine. 
If the Committee are to break up every election 
where persons were seen drunk, they will have a 
great deal of work upon hand, sir. In what way 
were elections for Southern members carried on! 
A man of influence came to the place of election 
at the head of two or three hundred of his friends; 
and to be sure they would not, if they could help 
it, suffer anybody on the other side to give a vote, 
as long as they were there. It was certainly a 
very bad custom, and must very much surprise 
an Eastern member; but it was the custom, and 
perfectly known to be so; and therefore it was 
very injurious to hold up the conduct of Captain 
Preston as a pretence for dissolving the election. 
The behaviour of that young gentleman, when 
insulted, had been exemplary. In the midst of a 
riotous mob he gave away his sword, that he 
might do no mischief in that way. This was a 
great instance of moderation and presence of mind. 
[he aspersions cast upon the character of this 
officer Mr. 8. regarded as highly unjust, and they 
might, if not properly taken notice of, be extreme- 
ly injurious to his hopes of advancing in the ser- 
vice. Captain Preston had gone to the Court- 
house as a private citizen, and he had a right to 
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be there. As to the menace of the soldiers, that 
they could knock down one of Colonel Trigg’s 
voters, this was very different from asserting that 
they would do it. ere a man to have come up 
to Mr. S., in the street, and say, “I will knock you 
down, sir,” Mr. S. would be for striking that man; 
but were he only to say, “I can knock you down, 
sir,” the expression would be quite different. But, 
as to the affray that fell out after the election was 
over, Mr. S. asserted that, if the soldiers had kill- 
ed all the country people, or the country people 
had killed all the soldiers, this had nothing to do 
with the merits of the election itself. And as to 
this quarrel, few young men had the temper of 
this young officer, [Captain a eere in ordering 
off his soldiers; so that instead of the censure of 
that House, he deserved their praise. At his age, 
Mr. S. would not have ordered his men off; and 
as to the censure on the military, inserted in the 
report, he did not agree with it. It would be a 
very fine reason, to be sure, to vacate a seat in 
that House, because one of the Electors had been 
seen with a club under his coat! Mr. S. was sorry 
to give such a description to the Eastern mem- 
bers, of the manners of his country; but he did 
so, that he might hinder them from being hurt at 
the facts brought forward in the evidence. He 
concluded, by reminding these members that it 
would be ridiculous to measure one thing by an- 
other, which was perfectly opposite, or to judge of 
a Southern by the customs of an Eastern elec- 
tion. 

Mr. Cuiark said, that three days had now been 
spent upon this business. Long speeches did not 
alter the way in which members were to give 
their votes, and they were therefore nothing but 
a loss of time; he wished for the question. 

Mr. Macon said that there was no law to hinder 
the militia from attending elections. 

Mr. GILLon spoke for a few minutes. He saw no 
reason why another member [Mr. W. Smiru, of 
S. C.} should be so much hurt by the circumstance 
of an election riot. Referring to the speech of 
Mr. S. Smiru, he observed, that there was a riot 
at the gentleman’s own election, and in his own 
favor; and still worse, this riot was in a Church: 
the riot was raised by a Magistrate, who, with his 
own hand, dragged one of the opposite party out 
of the Church. And if you want evidence of all 
this, said Mr. Gitton, I myself was present, and 
can be a witness. Mr. G. saw, therefore, no rea- 
son why there should be such a noise about this 
election in particular, when others were just as 
bad, or a great deal worse. The member [Mr. 
Preston ]} was duly qualified to hold his seat, and 
Mr. G. hoped that he would hold it. 

Mr. Sepewick, Mr. Nicnouas, Mr. Lyman, Mr. 
Lee, and some other members also spoke; but it 
is not necessary to go into further detail. The 
question was at last called for. Mr. Ames pro- 
posed that the yeas and nays should be taken, but 
this was not done. 

The petition of Mr. Trigg, and the report of 
the Committee upon it, were rejected, without a 
division. 


And the House adjourned. 
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Wepnespay, April 30. 

Mr. Cxark, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of the inhabitants of Post St. 
Vincennes, communicated by a written Message 
from the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, of 
the fifteenth instant, made a report, which was 
read and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to inquire whether any, or what, 
further revenues are necessary, to report the ways 
and means ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 


INDEMNITY FOR SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. Goopuve laid on the table the following 
resolution : 

“ Whereas, it is a primary object in the establishment 
of Civil Government, to protect the persons and pro- 
perty of its citizens from the violence of nations as well 
as individuals ; and whereas many of the citizens of the 
United States have suffered great losses, by spoliation 
made on their commerce, under the authority of Great 
Britain, in violation of the Law of Nations and the 
rights of neutrality : 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives o the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the United States will guarantee an 
indemnification to all such citizens of the United States, 
whose property may have been captured and confiscated 
under the authority of Great Britain, in violation of the 
Law of Nations and the rights of neutrality.” 


At the same time, Mr. Goopuve observed, that 
as the session was drawing towards a close, it be- 
hoved Congress to take the subject of the spolia- 
tions made on our commerce into consideration, 
and quiet the mercantile interest of this country, 
by assurances that inéemnification should be made 
for the immense losses they had sustained by Bri- 
tish spoliation, to which, upon every principle of 
jpaden as well as policy, they were entitled. He 

ad specified no fund from which the indemnifi- 
cation should be made, as he conceived we should 
be better prepared to do that when the result of 
the intended negotiation was known, than we were 
at present. He then moved that this resolution 
be referred toa Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. Sepewick wished that the subject might 
be treated in the abstract, without any reference 
to collateral questions. He had not formed his 
mind on the subject. 

Mr. Nicuo.as thought that the motion should 
be referred, not to a Committee of the Whole 
House, but to the committee that had already a 
motion of this kind before them, and likewise pe- 
titions on the same subject from various parts of 
the Union. He did not wish to go into the sub- 
ject, till he knew the sentiments of the gentleman 
[Mr. Sepewick] on the mode of refunding to Go- 
vernment, which was not to undertake so great a 
task without a view to retribution. [Mr. N.seem- 
ed here to refer to the scheme of forcing Britain 
to refund.| If we engaged to pay these Tosses, re- 
ferred to in the resolution upon the table, it was 
proper at the same time to secure a fund for the 
discharge of them. It was, no doubt, a very hon- 
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orable idea to refund to the citizens of America 
the losses sustained in trading under her protec- 
tion; but the principle laid down in the preamble 
to the resolution, extended very far. By the same 
doctrine, we should be bound to repay the damage 
committed by the Algerines, and by the Indians 
on the Western frontiers. Was the gentleman 
{Mr. Sepewick] prepared to vote for making up 
the losses of the farmers in the back settlements, 
for all the murders committed on their settlements 
for a series of years past? That gentleman had 
been always opposed to retaliation, and Mr. N. 
could not consent to discuss the one resolution, 
unless he was assured that he was to be supported 
by the other. 

Mr. Sepewick said. as to the present resolution, 
he had never heard of it till this morning, and so 
he could not speak to it. He was perfectly con- 
vinced of the propriety of discussing the resolution 
for indemnification, independently of any other 
question. 

Mr. Smicre insisted that the resolution just pow 
laid upon the table should be connected with a 
second, for securing indemnification to the Ameri- 
can Government. By this he referred to the 
scheme of retaliating on Britain. 

Some other members spoke a few words; and 
Mr. Mapison had then risen on this motion, viz: 
for a Committee of the Whole House on the reso- 
lution of Mr. Goopuue, but he was informed, by 
the Speaker, that it had been just then with- 
drawn. 


FORTIFICATIONS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole House on the bill supplementary to 
“An act to provide for the defence of certain 
ports and harbors in the United States.” 

The Crierk read a memorial from Annapolis, 
and 

Mr. Bourne moved that the Committee rise 
and report the bill. 

Mr. Hittuovuse objected to this motion. 

Mr. Firzsimons thought it proper to fortify 
Annapolis; the expense was buta mere trifle. As 
to the Senate having formerly rejected this pro- 
posal, that rejection had not any weight with 
him. 

Mr. Morray said, that the gentleman[ Mr. Hiui- 
aouse]} could not have heard the memorial from 
Annapolis, or he believed that he would not have 
opposed the bill. The memorial stated a number 
of facts, which arose from the peculiar circum- 
stances of Annapolis. Whoever would attend to 
the situation of that city, would see that there 
were reasons existing for its defence which par- 
ticularly applied. It was situated near the mouth 
of the Severn, and about the centre of the State— 
near the bay, and quite exposed to an enemy. 
That it would be easily fortified, was proved by 
the experience of the last war, when a fortification 
not, only defended the city, but gave confidence to 
the navigation of the Chesapeake. At that time, 
the only fortified place in Maryland was the town 
of Baltimore, which, as being situated near the 
extreme parts of the bay, could not have furnished 
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a place of refuge for bay-craft when pursued. The 
bay was often infested with privateers and gup- 
boats; and had it not been for the fortification of 
Annapolis, which was convenient to the naviga- 
tion, rag | vessels would not have ventured out of 
harbor. ll the experience of the last war showed 
the propriety of again fortifying that harbor. [f 
that were done, the city would not only be secure. 
but a confidence would be given to the navigation 
of the Chesapeake; and this bay is really a Medi- 
terranean on a smaller scale. Mr. M. said, that he 
believed he did not cver-calculate the navigation 
of that bay by saying, that one side of it—the East- 
ern Shore—had as many water-faring men em- 

loyed, in proportion to the whole number of the 
inhabitants, as any partof the Union. Annapolis, 
besides giving occasional protection to vessels, was 
the capital of the State. As such, it was the 
depository of the Treasury of Maryland, of the 
records, in which the rights and titles to land of a 
great portion of its inhabitants were deeply in- 
volved, and it was the Seat of Government. ‘Ty 
leave itdefenceless, was tocommit the peace, righits, 
and interests of the State to accident, and event- 
ually to the confusion which would ensue from an 
attack on those objects of public care and attenticn. 
These considerations did not, he thought, apply to 
any other of the ports which had been struck out 
in the Senate, among which Annapolis fell, with 
others of small commercial character. He be- 
lieved that the wishes of his constituents, and of 
the citizens of Maryland in general, were very 
much excited in favor of this measure; and he 
trusted that those who saw the peculiar situation 
and character ot the city, would immediately per- 
ceive that there were a number of striking con- 
siderations that applied in favor of its defence. 
which did not so forcibly apply to the other smal! 
ports which had been omitted. 

Mr. Heatu did not rise to controvert the re- 
marks of Mr. Murray, but he wanted other towns 
to be comprehended in the bill. He proposed an 
amendinent. 

The Committee agreed to this bill by a large 
majority, and without amendment. The Com 
mittee then rose, and the Chairman reported pro- 
gress, 

Mr. W. Samira next moved, as an amendment, 
that the Presipent should be authorized to add 
any other places that he thought proper, to the 
number of ports and harbors to be fortified. 

Mr. S. Samira considered the amendment as 
unnecessary ; and, after a short conversation, it 
was withdrawn. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


— 


Tuurspay, May 1. 

An engrossed bill, supplementary to “ An act to 
provide for the defence of certain ports and har- 
bors in the United States,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

PUBLIC CREDIT. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 

mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
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committee appointed to inquire whether any, or 
what, further or other revenues are necessary for 
the support of public credit; and, if further reve- 
nues are necessary, to report the ways and means. 

Two resolutions were read: the first was, that 
five cents per hundred dollars be laid on every 
transference of stocks in the public funds; and the 
second, that five cents per hundred dollars be laid 
on the transference of stock in any of the other 
Banks of the United States. 

Mr. S. Smrru said, that if this tax seemed too 
light, it was to be remembered that transferences 
were frequent. 

Mr. Hunrer, of South Carolina, had a resolu- 
tion of the same kind in his hand, but when hear- 
ing the others read, he preferred them to his own. 

Mr. Ames, in a speech of some length, enlarged 
on the state of Public Credit, and the propriety 
and necessity of its being supported by Govern- 
ment, since it had once been adopted. This tax 
on the transference of the Public Funds tended 
to injure it, by sinking their value. When we 
next want to borrow, and shall go to market, the 
lenders will rise proportionably in their demands, 
and refuse a loan on the terms which they before 
accepted. Hence we shall lose, instead of gaining 
by it. Let gentlemen reflect on the consequences 
of unsettling all ideas of property, which must be 
the result of this proceeding. He was not one of 
those who despised the Funding System because 
it was eanioume, for it was the property of a Re- 
public to set right above power. The Funding 
System had of late become a favorite topic of 
newspaper eloquence. As parties were insepara- 
ble from the nature of a popular Government, so 
this subject had been employed as an engine to 
render that of America an object of contempt and 
abhorrence. It had been loudly said, that the Re- 
presentatives in Congress from one of the New 
England States had immense property in the Pub- 
lic Funds, when, in fact, their whole income from 
that source was not sufficient for buying oats for 
their horses. To say, therefore, that they were 
under influence in their political conduct from 
such motives, was the merest bagatelle that can 
be conceived ; and the groundless jealousy that it 
has excited may be considered as a very strong 
counter-balance to the interest of those members 
who were the objects of suspicion. People dream 
that Congress are voting money into their own 
pockets. The propagation of this idea promotes 
the dirty purposes of slander, abuse, and falsehood. 
By such unworthy means, the blossoms of public 
confidence in Government are mildewed and 
blasted. This is more especially the ease in the 
Southern States; and this dissatisfaction offers an 
apology for taking notice, in this House, of the 
abuse of newspapers. In the United States, taxa- 
tion of the Public Funds is nothing more or less 
than the debtor taxing the creditor; and so ques- 
tionable an expedient will recoil with tenfold force 
on the credit of Government itself. The progress 
of this measure would degrade the Public Debt 
into a paper rag. It had been complained of in 
this country, that foreigners had too great a share 
in the Funds, and Mr. A, was of opinion that it 
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would be better if the money were all owing to 
American citizens. But, while things are in their 
present state, this tax would enable such foreigners 
to buy more debt out of the country and send less 
money into it in place of the debt. Public Debt 
is a ground which cannot be trod with impunity. 
We may soon, on such a precedent, go still greater 
lengths; a few events may force us to apply to 
the moneyed men, and then will be seen and felt 
the miserable termination of this policy. 

Mr. Cxark said, that the gentleman [Mr. Ames] 
had made a long speech with respect to newspa- 
pers. What was his meaning, or what he referred 
to, Mr. C. could not tell; but he supposed that the 
gentleman had an intention of publishing his 
speech in answer to these newspapers. It was to 
be hoped that he would make it so that it could 
be understood. If it contained arguments, they 
were above his reach, and there he should leave 
it. Heclosed with speaking a few words on a 
proposal for taxing bonds. 

Mr. Lyman observed that, notwithstanding there 
were many objections against this part of the 
stamp duty, he was willing, if the whole report of 
the select committee was embraced, and the doc- 
trine of stamps introduced, that the item now be- 
fore the Committee should be blended with the 
others; but he had many doubts in his mind 
against the expediency of resorting to that source 
of revenue at this time,and hoped that other more 
convenient sources might be found. 

Mr. Bouprnor had no doubt of the right of Go- 
vernment to lay the proposed tax of five cents per 
hundred dollars on the transference of public funds. 
He saw no reason why that kind of property 
should be exempted from the right exercised of 
taxing other property. So far as the moral prin- 
ciple went, he was satisfied; and he had yesterday, 
on first hearing of this scheme, resolved to support 
it. But, in imposing taxes, we must consult not 
only morality but expediency ; and here he had 
numerous objections to the resolution in its pre- 
sent shape. He wished to make it a stamp on 
every transference, without regarding the sum, be- 
cause when it came to be a considerable sum, such 
as a thousand dollars, the duty would not be paid. 
The duty of five cents amounts, on a thousand 
dollars, only to half a dollar. He wished to make 
no distinction by specifying the transferences of 
Public Funds, but just to make it, at once, upon 
all transferences of money. By this reserve in 
expressing the intention of the clauses, the House 
would avoid giving any alarm to public creditors, 
and the matter would pass with little or no notice. 
But if the clause stood alone, in this marked way, 
the report might reach Europe that American 
funds were to be taxed, and the very sound of such 
a measure might do us more mischief than the ob- 
ject was worth. Mr. B. stated an error adopted 
in the old Governments of Europe as to taxing 
public funds. They had been taxed specifically 
under that title, which sunk their value. But a 
tax should have been contrived for property in 
general, that would have comprehended them 
Without pointing them out in particular, which 
always sunk their value. Returning to the ques- 
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tion before the House, he foretold with confidence 
that, if the tax were imposed without any refer- 
ence to the sum transferred, there would be fifteen 
or twenty bonds, if the duty was moderate, for one 
upon the present plan, by which twenty shifts 
would be made before a bond would be employed. 
At the same time, he was satisfied that the right 
of Congress was equal to the taxation of public 
funds, as well as of any thing else. 

Mr. Tracy objected to the imposition of a tax 
upon this kind of property. On this question he 
was at freedom to speak with perfect impartiality, 
for he had never once seen public paper till he 
came to Philadelphia, and he most certainly never 
owned a single farthing of it since he had an ex- 
istence. The clamors, therefore, with regard to a 
paper interest, could not be applied to him. But, 
by giving this explanation, he did not mean to say 
that if he had been a stockholder he would have 
suppressed his sentiments. Gentlemen in that 
situation were just as much entitled to attention 
and confidence on this question as any other mem- 
bers. After this introduction, Mr. T. went on to 
state, that it was an act of injustice to tax the trans- 
ference of public debts, for this reason, that a free- 
dom of transference was part of the bargain be- 
tween Government and its creditors. He had no 
verbose arguments on the subject. His objections 
were simple, and come at once to the point. A 
breach of bargain was a breach of honesty, and as 
such could never meet with approbation from him. 
We gave paper, said Mr. T.; transferability form- 
ed a part of it. Now, we come forward and say 
to the creditor, you shall not transfer unless you 
give up a part of your debt. He would have been 
very glad to vote for this tax, if he could have 
voted consistently with justice; but, feeling as he 
did, he could not give his consent. 

Mr. Nico.as was of an opposite opinion from 
Mr. Tracy, as to the justice of the tax. He was 
convinced of that, as well as of its expediency. It 
had been urged that we should pay three or four 
times more in the next loan, in proportion, than 
the tax was worth, because, when the system of 
laying a duty on the funds was once begun, there 
was nobody could say where it was to end, and 
therefore every body would scruple to give us 
credit. To this his answer was, that the funds 
already borrowed could not be affected by this 
bill, because they were already in our hands; and, 
as to the future loans, in these the creditors had it 
in their power to make an express stipulation for 
no tax on their funds. This would answer the 
purpose completely, without recurring to those 
alarming presages of the loss of credit. 

Mr. Ames, in reply to Mr. CLark, said, that the 
gentleman had complained of his being unintelli- 
gible. With regard to the defence that he had 
made of the character of members, reported to be 
creditors in the funds, the style of newspapers, of 
pamphlets, and of debates in that House, alto- 
gether justified the propriety of an explicit vindi- 
cation. He appealed to every member who heard 
him that, excepting only the debate on the ad- 
journment ot Congress, there had not been a single 
discussion of any length, for a considerable time 
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past, where there had not been some pointed allu- 
sion to this paper bugbear. This Government, 
said Mr. A., has been painted as an object of suspi- 
cion and abhorrence. The gentleman Mr. Ciark] 
complains that Iam beyond his reach. He has 
made himself sufficiently intelligible, and has per- 
haps had his share in drawing such pictures, 
Recurring to the question before the Committee, 
he said that, when the Funding Act passed, no 
man will affirm that there was any notion of such 
a tax understood. No civilized nation can keep 
its credit while it taxes its public funds. Property 
is in general, to be sure, a fair object of taxation, 
but this tax cannot be levied with perfect equality, 
for it is beyond the knowledge of any Govern- 
ment; and, were it even within the knowledge of 
a legislator, still it is beyond his power. There 
was no way to get at an exact acquaintance with 
the universal state of property, but by cutting off 
people’s heads and searching their repositories. _ 

Mr. Winn wished to know who were the credi- 
tors in the public funds. Are they the original 
holders, the poor soldiers, who gave birth to this 
country? Orare they a set of men who have 
purchased the claims of these poor soldiers for a 
trifle, perhaps for half a crown in the pound? 
Surely, if this be the case, no creditor would 
grumble in paying the proposed tax on the trans- 
fer; and, if he should complain, was it tolerable 
to hear such a property held up as an unfit object 
for taxation ? ere 

On dividing the Committee, on the motion for 
a tax of five cents per hundred dollars upon tv 
transfer of public debts, fifty-three members were 
in favor of it—the nays in the question were not 
counted. 

The motion for a tax to the same extent, on 
every transference of Bank stock, passed unani- 
mously. 

A resolution for a tax on manufactured snufl 
and tobacco was next read. Mr. Scorr rose and 
observed, that it was a home manufacture, and li 
did not wish to meddle with it, for that was a bad 
precedent. He should therefore move to strike 
it out. : 

Mr. Murray hoped, that the motion for striking 
out the tax on snuff and tobacco would not suc- 
ceed. Ata moment when we are looking about 
for proper sources of revenue, he thought that 
these objects came very aptly into view. They 
are articles that will bear a moderate tax, In par- 
ticular the first. It is true, that a tax on snuff will 
not operate upon all men, but those who will be 
affected by it are well able to bear it. It will be 

aid by the wealthy, and it will be paid with the 
a reluctance, because its use is in a habit, which 
a man does not easily give up, and which, from 
its nature, can never beexpensive. The quantity 
consumed by an individual is small, and the arti- 
cle itself is here extremely cheap. Formerly a 
pound of snuff was sold at the lowest at three- 
fourths of a dollar per pound. Snuff was now 
manufactured in this country as good as that im- 
ported, and is sold at a quarter of a dollar per 
ound. As to the objection that it was a tax on 

ome manufacture, the precedent had already ob- 
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tained in the duty on distilled spirits. Mr. M. ap- 
proved the principle of taxation that connected 
the payment with an enjoyment of luxury. The 
mind lost its repugnance in the pleasure derived 
from the article taxed, if the discharge of the tax 
preceded the gratification. 

Mr. Macon observed, that the tax came to about 
four dollars per hundred weight, whereas the raw 
material itself cost about three dollars. This was, 
he believed, the first instance in the history of 
taxation where a raw material was taxed to more 
than its value. He was entirely against the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Finpuey entertained an opinion that the 
resolution was in its principle ensnaring, and could 
never be reduced to practice. People would raise 
it for themselves, as in fact a great number do at 
present. In the country, boys were suffered to 
plant and sell it; and how was it possible to raise 
a revenue on such resources? It never could be 
made productive, but it would ruin the manu- 
facture. 

_ Mr. 8S. Smrra, of Maryland, said that he be- 
lieved his colleague [Mr. Murray] felt some deli- 
cacy upon this subject, and, making use of tobacco 
himself, did not choose to oppose the tax, from a 
desire of oe disinterested. After some 
other remarks of an amusing nature, he stated that 
this tax went directly to the destruction of the 
staple commodity of three or four States in the 
Union. It was likewise, in another point of view, 
a dangerous precedent; for we should next go 
round all our manufactures, and every thing would 
be taxed; he was against the resolution. | 

Mr. Firzsimons considered the present as one 
of the best resolutions in the list. He did not 
know what he would have been more ready to 
propose. 

Mr. SepGwick was of the same opinion. 

Mr. W. Smirua could not discover why tobaceo 
might not be taxed, just as well as salt and other 
articles. We cannot step into a coach without 
paying a tax—why then scruple to tax other arti- 
cles of luxury ? 

Mr. Murray, in reply to Mr. S. Smrru, said, 
that if he thought the tax would injure one of the 
staples of Maryland, it would be with great cau- 
tion that he should support it. But he denied any 
such consequence. The price of snuff is a price 
annexed to the labor and ingenuity of the manu- 
tacturer, and not an effect of the value of the to- 
bacco, which was very low. He did not believe 
that the price of tobacco was perceptibly affected 
by the home demand for manufacture, but alto- 
gether by foreign markets. Farmers use unmanu- 
factured tobacco, and very little snuff. He still 
thought the principle sound, and that it was a 
capital object to render taxation light and easy to 
the feelings of mankind. To do this, if you in- 
corporate the tax with some luxury to be enjoyed, 
you render it more pleasant by a natural associa- 
tion. There was, he thought, a similitude be- 
tween this tax and that on distilled spirits. Each 
was a tax on a home manufacture; each was a 
tax on consumption. The duty in the present 
case did by no means bring down the sale of the 
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home made article to a competition with the 
foreign article. Notwithstanding this tax, Amer- 
ican snuff would forever undersell that imported, 
from its being twice, if not thrice,ascheap. For, 
even after the eight cents proposed on snuff 
was paid, the price would be extremely low. As 
to any opposition to the collection of the excise, a 
nossibility which had been adverted to by some 
former speaker, he thought that no argument could 
be derived from that, which at once held up the 
folly of those who constituted the example. He 
did not fear that any class of citizens would be so 
riotous, so ignorant, so savage, as to resist the 
measures of Government. The enlightened free- 
men of this country would not tumultuously op- 
pose a law made by legislators whom they had 
themselves chosen. He thought the tax easy, as 
falling on the more wealthy, and one which would 
by no means affect the staple of the country. 

Mr. CvarkK was against the resolution. 

Mr. S. Smiru agreed perfectly with the judg- 
ment of the member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Finpey,] that the tax would destroy the manu- 
facture, and raise nothing. Every body would 
use a kind of unmanufactured tobacco, that has a 
well known name, as there was no mention of 
that article in the bill. 

Mr. Ames approved the tax, as one of the best 
which he knew. 

Mr. Mapison had always opposed every tax of 
this nature, and he should upon all occasions per- 
sist in opposing them. If we look into the state 
of those nations who are harnessed in taxes, we 
shall universally find that, in a moral, political, 
and commercial point of view, excise is the most 
destructive of all resources. He did not say this, 
because excise had been a frequent topic of popu- 
lar declamation. He was not guided by that, but 
he knew, and was sensible, that it produced almost 
in every case the most disagreeable consequences. 
Yet he admitted that the excise upon ardent 
spirits was a very natural expedient in the Amer- 
ican Government, who saw such immense quan- 
tities of foreign spirits imported. Much of the 
collection of this tax on tobacco would depend on 
the oath of the manufacturer, and this was but 
another term for the multiplication of perjuries. 
The tax would therefore injure the morals of the 
people. He liked much better some other taxes 
in the list before the House, and recourse might be 
had to them. He should oppose this tobacco duty 
with every vote that he gave on the question. 

Mr. Ames replied to Mr. Maptson, who spoke 
a few words in explanation. 

Several members then requested that the clause 
might be deferred till to-morrow ; accordingly, the 
Committee rose without coming to a division. 
The Chairman reported progress, and at three 
o’clock the House adjourned. 


Fripay, May 2. 
A memorial was read by the Clerk, subscribed 
by certain manufacturers of tobacco, in the city 


of Philadelphia. against a resolution at present be- 
fore the House. (This resolution is for imposing 











a duty of four cents per pound upon all tobacco 
and eight cents per pound upon all snuff, manu- 
factured in the United States. ] 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 

It was then moved that the House do resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider 
on the report of the Select Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. Gites wished that a private petition might 
first be discussed, as it would take up only a short 
time, and then the House might proceed with the 
ways and means. 

Mr. Tracy said, if we cannot proceed with de- 
spatching business in a regular way, it will be much 
better to rise at once, and go home. 

Mr. 8S. Smirx wished to delay the private peti- 
tion, because he intended, this day, to move, that 
the House shall meet to-morrow morning (Savur- 
day) for private business, and then the petition 
could be discussed, without interrupting anything 
else. 

Mr. W. Smiru said, that there was much busi- 
ness on hand, and if the House were to indulge 
every gentleman in requisitions of this nature, 
they never would get forward. 

he motion for a Committee of the Whole 
House, on the Ways and Means, was carried— 
Mr. SHERBURNE in the Chair. 

Mr. Tracy. If there ever was a luxury, snuff 
isone. If we are to excise at all, this subject is 
one of the best. It had been said, (referring to an 
observation made yesterday by Mr. Smivis) that 
taxes, which were paid imperceptibly, were more 
dangerous than others, because, by these invisible 
or imperceptible kinds of taxes, the people were 
seduced from thinking to what purposes their mo- 
ney went. Mr. T. could not believe that the mem- 
ber was serious in advancing such a doctrine; for 
the sum of it is, that, when taxes are to be raised, 
Government is in duty bound to give the people 
who pay these taxes,as much trouble as possible! 
There was nothing but this alternative—a tax on 
tobacco, or a land tax—which was equivalent toa 
tax upon necessaries. Many of his constituents 
raise no more grain than was necessary to main- 
tain themselves; so that. with respect to them, a 
land tax was a tax upon necessaries. Mr. T. ad- 
verted to the weakness of complaining, because 
Government was attended with expense. People 
might as well complain as to the expense of fenc- 
ing a wheat-field. Liberty, without Government, 
was worth nothing; it was a mere sound—and there 
never has been, and never will be, a Government 
that does not require expense. One circumstance 
recommended this tax—it was to be collected 
without any addition to the number of revenue 
officers. If it is true, as has been stated, that snuff 
has, in some of the Southern States, become a ne- 
cessary of life, he would not wish to burden it. 
He next adverted to an assertion made yesterday, 
by Mr. Smirn, viz: that this duty on tobacco, 
went directly to the destruction of the staple com- 
modity of three or four States of the Union. He 
could not see that there was any danger of this 
kind. [Here Mr. S. Smiru rose, and said, that 
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the assertion had been made, not by him, but by a 
member from North Carolina. } 

The gentleman from Maryland had also ex- 
pressed fis apprehensions, that the tax might be 
augmented, til the culture of tobacco was extir- 
pated. He [Mr. i re foresee no chance of any 
such consequence. If he did so, he should be sorry to 
support the resolution. He had no desire to crush 
an infant manufacture. Perhaps it would be found 
advisable to reduce the proposed duty ; and, for 
this reason, he recommended to the Committee, 
that the number of cents per pound, in the resolu- 
tion, should be left blank. 

Mr. FinpLtey:—Ruin and depravity have al- 
ways attended excise. It has been one of the prin- 
cipal sources of the corruption of Britain. The 
same effects must follow in America. He object- 
ed to the mode of taxation; and, besides, the tax 
is partial. It falls on the poor in cities. In the 
country, nobody will pay it. 

Mr. SepGwick would vote against the tax, if he 
thought that it was contagious for public moral- 
ity. But human nature has always been very 
corrupted, without the aid of excise laws. The 
State which he represents has been excised for 
two generations, and yet no bad consequence has 
arisen to the morals of the people. As to the cor- 
ruption of Britain, described by the member who 
spoke last, he admitted that the account was just, 
but this was not to be traced to excise laws. They 
had been the subject of much clamor, but what, 
in fact, was their history? A profligate opposi- 
tion rail at all the measures of a Minister whether 
they be good or bad, and an excise act is often one 
of them. In the course of political changes, these 
men get into place. But they donot attempt to 
take off the taxes against which they declaimed. 
In the mean time, the new ex-Minister harangues 
against the very taxes of which he was the author. 
As to this law being a source of perjury, oaths 
are necessary in imposts of all sorts. Why, then, 
object to them in this particular instance? Is an 
excise oath worse than a custom-house oath ? 
There is often no other method of getting at truth. 
If we desert this way of raising revenue, what are 
we todo? Taxes cannot be imposed on personal 
income, with any sort of justice, because the ac- 
tual degree of a person’s wealth does not depend on 
the nominal amount of his income. One man has 
a thousand dollars a year; but such may be hus 
situation, that the taxing him in sosmalla sum as 
ten dollars, may be distressing. Others, again, 
with only five hundred dollars per annum, are, 
perhaps, in much more easy circumstances, than 
the former, upon whom the tax of personal re- 
venue would press with superior weight. Direct 
taxes, Mr. 8. regarded as of an improper nature. 
But, with regard to snuff and tobacco, nobody can 
ever feel the burden of a trifling tax upon them. 
If we are obliged to tax salt, why shall we scruple 
at taxing tobacco ? 

Mr. Siig considered this measure as pregnant 
with serious consequences. He was opposed to 
every system of excise, because such systems had 
always produced mischief. If this were a despotic 
country, he could see a good reason for an excise 
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system of revenue, because it was proper, in that 
ease, to debase, by every possible expedient, the 
minds of the people, that their feelings might sink 
to a level with the meanness of their condition. 
But in a Republic, taxes should be of a different 
nature, and operate with a different tendency. As 
to what had been said by Mr. Tracy, he was quite 
serious in his conviction, that taxes ought to be 
raised in such a way, that the public might not 
only pay them, but at the same time, feel them. 
This would teach them to think a little better in 
what way their money goes; and then, and not 
till then, there will be an abridgment of the ex- 
penses of the Federal Government. How do gen- 
tlemen come to speak, as if there were no abuses 
in the present American Administration? Are 
there none? If the present tax on tobacco had 
been proposed by a Minister, Mr. S. would not 
have been surprised at it. But he was somewhat 
amazed that this measure should be suggested 
by the Representatives of a free people. 

Mr. Ames had a better opinion of Government 
than the gentleman who spoke last. He did not 
think excise a mark of despotism. He did not 
think the people stocks and stones; or their rulers 
knaves and fools. ‘The member had spoke of the 
citizens of this country, as if to rouse their atten- 
tion it was requisite to keep a flapper, like that of 
Gulliver, at their ears. In some States, perhaps, 
the public were stupid enough to require a flapper. 
In the part of the country which Mr. A. represent- 
ed, there was no need of artificial provocation to 
keep alive the sensibility of the people to their 
rights. The gentleman had said, that a Minister 
of State had no other object in view but to fleece 
the public. 

Here Mr. Smitie explained. | 

fr. Ames replied, that, whatever were his 
words, that was his exact meaning. It was per- 
fectly understood, and was exceedingly unjust. 
As to the resolution upon the table, is there any 
comparison between a snuff tax and a land tax? 
Land is the great substratum of American pros- 
perity. Difficulties had been started, as to the 
collection of excise ; an oppressive law was a bad 
thing, but resistance was worse. Can any man 
think that a land tax does not open a much great- 
er door to imposition than a tax on tobacco? In 
what way is a land tax to be laid, that can avoid 
inequality and injustice? Are we to tax the pub- 
lic funds, that last, and most desperate resource of 
national distress, and then to be told, that we dare 
not impose a duty on snuff and tobacco ? 

Mr. 8S. Smrru considered the observations of the 
member who had just sat down as amusing and 
ingenious, but they were not satisfactory. To him, 
it seemed a very odd scheme to crush American 
manufactures in the bud. Men of capital and en- 
terprise advanced large sums of money in erecting 
snuff mills. After long exertions, they began to 
reap the reward of their expenses aud their labor. 
At that critical moment, the Government souses 
down upon them with an excise, which ends not 
in revenue, but extirpation. In his opinion, the 
resolutions before the Committee comprehend 
very great injustice to the manufacturers of tobac- 
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co. He understood that a snuff mill required a 
capital of five thousand pounds to begin with. We 
are going to impose eight cents per pound on snuff, 
which is double the price of the raw material. 
Here Mr. BS. inferred, that it would be necessary 
for the snuff-maker to possess an addition of dou- 
ble his present capital; so that, instead of five 
thousand pounds, he must possess fifteen thousand, 
before he ean begin, or support business. After 
paying so vast a duty, house-rent, the wages of 
journeymen, and a multiplicity of other disburse- 
ments, he is to give credit to his customers for six, 
nine, or twelve months. This was another hard- 
ship. He must keep accounts of his sale. 

The words of the report, referred to by Mr. S., 
are as follows: 


“ He shall enter into bond, with sufficient security, to 
render a faithful account, every three months, of the 
quantity of tobacco or snuff sold or sent out, within that 
period. Previous to taking any tobacco, for the purpose 
of being manufactured, he shall notify the same to the 
Office of Inspection, and shall keep a book, in which 
shall be entered daily, the quantity of tobacco or snuff 
sold or sent out in each day.” 

This regulation may often prove a very great 
hardship. It will require an extra clerk, at an ex- 
pense of three, four, or five hundred dollars per 
annum. For the manufacturers of snuff, this 
might he practicable; but, at least in his part of 
the country, tobacco spinners are poor, ignorant 
creatures; many of whom cannot so much as 
read. How are they to keep accounts, or how are 
they to escape perjury, when you bid them do 
what they cannot possibly do?* Besides, tobaeco 
is frequently sold, not by weight, but by the yard. 
It had been said, that this tax was not more excep- 
tionable than the excise upon spirits. This com- 
parison did not hold. 

By the tax on distilleries, the agriculture of the 
United States was greatly promoted. Land that 
would not bear wheat was, in consequence of that 
excise, and the encouragement at the same time 
given to this manufacture, covered with crops of 
rye. Hence, there was no just resemblance in the 
two cases. But if we are to excise every thing, 
Mr. S. said, that the Committee might excise, as 
properly as tobacco, those strings of onions, that 
were sent from Connecticut all over the Union. 
They were the staple of that State, —_ as tobac- 
co was of Virginia, and were equally fit to pro- 





*In the English act of Parliament, on this branch of revenue, 
there is a clause of the same nature, which has heen converted in- 
to a dreadful engine of authority. The following circumstance 
respecting itis mentioned by the writer of the Political Progress of 
Britain. “ An old woman in Edinburg had been in the practice of 
supplying her neighbors with half-penny-worths of snuff. She was 
ordered, under a penalty of ~ pounds, to pay five shillings for a 
license, and she did so. Had she been able to buy from the manu- 
facturer four pounds of snuff at a time, the matter might have rest- 
ed there; but, as this was beyond her power, it was required by 
the terriers of taxation, that she should make oath, once a year, te 
the quantity she sold. Her memory failed, and she is now, (1792,) 
with a crowd of other victims, in an Excise Court, which will, very 
possibly, bring her to beggary. This is like a drop in the ocean ef 
excise. The very sound of the word, announces utter destruction ; 
for it is derived from a Latin verb, which signifies, to cut up by the 
roots.”’ 

The advantages of an independent press were fully proved in 
the course of this procedure. A true history was regularly pub- 
lished of the proceedings of the Excise Court; a sense of shame 
drove several of the Judges from the bench ; and this nuisance has 
since been greatly corrected. 





pei 


iy eee 


627 


a 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


628 





H. or R.] 





duce a revenue. He fancied that we should next 
hear of an excise upon nails. Prohibitory duties 
had been laid for the encouragement of this manu- 
facture in America. Progress had consequently 
been made in the business; and now there was 
nothing wanting but a smart excise duty to knock 
iton the head, under the pretence of exacting a 
revenue. Calico was another article that we should, 
no doubt, saddle with a stamp duty, as had been 
the case in Britain, where it produced a great re- 
venue. In the case of the present tax, it would 
be said that the manufacturer must lay it on his 
customers. Yes; but will his customers advance 
him a capital double to what he had before? Be- 
sides the tax, he must have visits of excise-men, 
which are, in themselves, extremely troublesome. 

Mr. Nicno.tas. Weare going on exactly in the 
steps of Britain, of which this excise is one in- 
stance. That country once had a revolutionar 
spirit. How sunk are they now! Not one-tent 
part of them dare to say that they are against the 
war with France, which is sweeping them with 
velocity over the precipice of ruin. At least, it is 
the common opinion in the United States, that 
their French war is the road to ruin. What has 
degraded and annihilated the spirit of Britain? 
Public debts, taxes, and officers of excise. One- 
half of the nation has been loaded with the plun- 
der of the rest. It is too much the American cha- 
racter to bear as right, what does not immediately 
hurt. It is a duty to keep the citizens alive to the 
operations of Government. It issomewhat strange 
to blame this attempt, when there is such an alarm- 
ing indifference on the subject. As to this tax, it 
will put an end to the consumption of manufac- 
tured tobacco. Planters will make it ready for 
themselves. They can do so with very great ease 
by a method in the process of curing it. Mr. N. 
was therefore against the resolution. 

Mr. Dexter observed, that very few of the 
objections were confined to the question. Some 
were arguments against all excises; some against 
all public contributions; some against the nature 
and administration of our Government; and some 
against all Government. The statement of the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 7 that the 
duty would make three times the capital necessa- 
ry, bs said, could not be accurate. He had reck- 
oned the cost of the raw material as the only capi- 
tal employed. If this be true, as he states, tobacco 
at four cents per pound, and snuff is worth thirty 
cents per pound, it follows that the manufacturer 
makes 750 per cent. nett profit. This cannot be 
true; the principal capital must be employed in 

reparatory works and labor of manufacturing. 

e added, that our having formerly protected the 
manufacture, is no reason against now taxing it; 
it would rather be a reason for calling on it to con- 
tribute to the public burdens. He said, the same 
gentleman asked, why there is no excise on beer 
manufactured in New England, as well as on 
Southern whiskey? I answer, beer is not manu- 
factured there in any considerable quantity ; if it 
were, it ought not to be taxed. New England rum 
is taxed enormously. The duty on this and whis- 
key are protecting duties to good morals. The 
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use of snuff and tobacco is certainly a mere luxu- 

ry, or, rather folly ; and all who use, and, of course. 
ay the duty, are volunteers. A land-tax, which 

is named as a substitute for this and every thing 

else, is a tax very unequal, and laid on all the ne- 

cessaries of life, and oppressive to the laborious 
oor. 

It looks like Governmental rapacity, which 
is so deprecated by the gentleman from Pennsy- 
vania, [ Mr. Smite. | He has more than once told 
us that insensible taxation is dangerous; and that 
we should make the people feel the taxes they 
pay; the way to make them feel taxes, is to lay 
those which will be most inconvenient. The ar- 

ument, then, is, that the most inconvenient tax 
is the best. The very fact stated to reason from. 
is the strongest reason in favor of indirect taxa- 
tion, viz: the burden is so small that the people 
do not feel it. What the gentleman’s meaning is, 
unless it be that measures ought to be taken which 
may make the people dissatisfied with the Govern- 
ment, is difficult to say. The same gentleman 
has said, that all excises are against the spirit ot 
a Republican Government like ours. It is strange. 
said Mr. D., that the spirit and letter of our Go- 
vernment should be so contradictory ; for, by the 
Constitution, excises are expressly provided. The 
man who buys his food and clothing in smal! 
quantities, as he can obtain the means, does it 
much more easily than he could purchase a stock 
for a year at one time; and he who buys dutied 
articles, and regulates his consumption by the 
price, pays his tax in small portions, with ease, 
when he would be distressed by being called on to 
pay the whole sum in gross annually. Mr. D. 
proceeded to say, that as to the fears of the gentle- 
man above mentioned from Pennsylvania, and also 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Nicno as. | 
he had heard them too often to be alarmed at 
them. They seemed like a sale coat, made for 
any subject. He said, that a fact satisfied his 
mind on the subject. Massachusetts is a land of 
equality beyond any on earth. Scarce a man 
among them is rich enough to keep a coach, and 

scarcely one so poor as not to keep a horse ; learn- 
ing is more equally diffused there than in any par! 

of America; their morals are so pure that crimes 
hardly have names; yet this happy race of equal 
Republicans never, since the institution of our Go- 
vernment, have sent one member here to whine 
or thunder about the aristocracy of our Constitu- 
tion. He said, he would not compare this State 
with others in the Union; one man was not there 
disposed of at the will of another. As to the fear 
of the gentleman from Virginia, that excises would 
destroy American liberty, Mr. D. said, there was 
no danger ofit. The character of individuals form 
the character of the Government. A people are 
never enslaved until they need a master. The 
American habits exclude all danger. That ex- 
cises and slavery exist together in some parts ol 
Europe is true; but it remains to be proved that 
one is the cause of the other. If we have the 
benefits of Government, we must pay for them. 
There was a time, said Mr. D., when iakening un- 
der the debility of disunion and the distresses ol 
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anarchy, we rejoiced that the people had instituted 
this Government. It is now represented, not as 
the guardian of liberty and innocence, but as the 
assassin of both. What has happened to change 
our opinion? Under its auspices we have increas- 
ed in strength and riches ; we are now free and 
happy, when the world is in confusion. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia seems to despise our present 
happiness, unless it can be eternal. Why, sir, 
should we expect this? Nations, like men, come 
to maturity; they grow old and perish. The sun 
must go out in darkness; the earth must be burnt 
up; nature must expire in agonies. What right 
have we to claim to be an exception from general 
rules? All nature is in perpetual revolution; we 
are a part, and must sovated with the whole. The 
system suffers, and probably requires constant re- 
novation. Succession appears to be a law of na- 
ture as universal as her works, and as immutable 
as her Author. 

Mr. Cuiarx said, that the gentleman, who had 
just sat down, had put an end to all further neces- 
sity for discussion on this question. His pane- 
gyric on the character of his constituents, (the 
people of Massachusetts,) ascertained that they 
were undoubtedly the first people, and most en- 
lightened republicans in the Union; and, as they 
would, no doubt, send the best informed persons 
among them to Congress, it followed that he [Mr. 
Dexter] and his colleagues were the most re- 
spectable characters in the Committee, and that, 
therefore, the rest of the Representatives -had no- 
thing further to do, but at once give their votes as 
these gentlemen thought proper. Mr. C. sat down, 
with hinting at the waste of time, by speeches 
entirely foreign to the subject before the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. NicHo.as rose again. Because gentlemen 
did not adopt every measure of Government, it was 
said that they were enemies to all Government. 
The Federal Government never would have ex- 
isted, if the people could have foreseen what sort 
of schemes it was to put intoexecution. In four 
years, there had been a complete revolution in the 
opinion of the rulers of that Government. He 
thanked God there was still as much principle in 
the people as would bring these gentlemen back to 
the point from which they set out. Mr. N. was 
highly offended at the style of the panegyric pro- 
nounced by Mr. Dexrer on his constituents, as it 
they possessed something about them superior to 
the citizens of Virginia. He understood that the 
member knew nothing about Virginia, unless by 
what he had seen of it upon that floor; and he 
trusted that he found nothing here that could au- 
thorize so derogatory a tone. 

Mr. Dexter rose a second time, and Mr. Nicno- 
LAS made a reply. 

Mr. Smitie. The people of Pennsylvania are 
as well educated, as intelligent, and as sound Re- 

ublicans as any of their neighbors. As to the 
tate of Massachusetts, we can only judge of it 
by the members whom it sends to this House. Mr. 
S. declared that he had not been able to trace, in 
their conduct, any superlative marks either of abi- 
. ty orof virtue. There had been funded, not only 
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a debt which the United States, owed, but another 
debt, which they never owed. Had not these mem- 
bers supported this system? Was this an act that 
demanded the confidence and gratitude of the 
public ? 

Here Mr. Cuiark requested to be heard. “I 
thought,” said he, “ that the question before us had 
been something about tobacco.” 

Mr. Mapison professed an aversion to all com- 
parisons; but, if they must be made, it was proper 
to draw them with the strictest regard to truth. 
He agreed with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts lately up, that the citizens of that State were 
good eiathidenin but so were the citizens of 
other States. Laws were fast equalizing the man- 
ners of Americans all over the Continent; and 
no where with more rapidity than in Virginia. 
The people there are not less truly Republican 
than others. There had not been a single insur- 
rection in that State, since the first Declaration 
of Independence; nor any resistance to the laws. 
Excise had, indeed, been very unpopular in the 
Southern States, compared with what it was in 
the Eastern; but for this there was a very good 
reason. The tax was not only one to which they 
had not been accustomed, but it fell much more 
heavy upon the Southern than upon the Eastern 
States, where it was likewise familiar. The peo- 
ple of Virginia had never been discontented, even 
when paying heavy taxes, before the institution of 
the Federal Government, at the amount of taxes 
themselves. Their dissatisfaction arose from the 
knowledge that, at that time, but a small part of 
these taxes went into the Public Treasury. The 
Collectors, in raising the revenue, speculated upon 
a bad paper medium, and by certain manwuvres, 
(which the member.did not explain, but which 
are notoriously known) they turned the greater 
part of what they received into their own pockets. 
This was the only reason why the Virginians had 
formerly discovered discontent. As to the subject 
before the House, it was proper to choose taxes 
the least unequal. 'Tobacco excise was a burden 
the most unequal. It fell upon the poor, upon 
sailors, day-laborers, and other people of these 
classes, while the rich will often escape it. Much 
had been said about the taxing of luxury. The 
pleasures of life consisted in a series of innocent 
gratifications, and he felt no satisfaction in the 
srospect of their being squeezed. Sumptuary 
fos had never, he believed, answered any good 
purpose. Something had been said about the dif- 
ference between direct personal taxes, and those 
raised by indirect means, such as excise and cus- 
toms. He quoted an author of respectable charac- 
ter, in England, who estimated the expense of up- 
lifting direct taxes in that country, such as the 
land tax, at three per cent., and that of uplifting 
indirect taxes, such as those of excise and cus- 
toms, upon the whole, at thirty per cent.* This 
last was, perhaps, an exaggeration, and must be, 





* Some years ago, the expense of collecting the revenues of 
Britain was about two millions and two or three hundred thousand 
pounds of Pennsylvania currency. The expense has since in 
creased. Some taxes do not, in many parts of the country, defray 
more than half the charge of collecting them. 
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in part, a conjecture. But such a conjecture proved 
that the proportion upon indirect taxes was at 
least very considerable. Excise had at first been 
resorted to upon a few manufactures. The deal- 
ers indemnify themselves at the expense of their 
customers. At the same time, they endeavored 
to evade the duties, and thus there commences a 
struggle, which has many bad effects, both upon 
industry and public morals. In Europe, when to- 
bacco is excised, the Government forbids it from 
being planted. [Some years ago, the British farm- 
ers were obliged, by an act of Parliament, to pull 
up and burn their tobacco, before it was full 
grown.}| No such measure, he hoped, would be 
adopted here, but it was hard to say where the 
subject might, one day, end. Statesmen, in gene- 
ral, do not study the liberty, the virtue, or the 
comforts of the people, but merely to collect as 
much revenue, as they can. Taxes are not, for 
the most part, the work of patriotism. An excise 
established in America would discourage the emi- 
grations from Europe, that might, at this time, be 
so much expected. He was determined to vote 
against the resolution. 

Mr. BaLpwin considered that we had only a 
choice of evils. Upon that principle he preferred 
a snuff tax to a land tax. 

Mr. Firzsimons knew a time when the land 
tax of Pennsylvania cost thirty per cent. in col- 
lecting it; and, at the same time, the officers em- 
ployed were more numerous than all the revenue 
officers of the Federal Government at this day, 

ut together. Mr. F. stated the former to have 
een about two thousand. 

Mr. GILLon, adverting to some former speeches, 
did not rise to compliment that part of the coun- 
try which had sent him to Congress. His consti- 
tuents were men, and this single word implied 
that they had, like the rest of mankind, the com- 
mon virtues and vices of human nature. As he 
had only been a few days in that House, he did 
not pretend to understand the present question of 
finance, so well as gentlemen who had devoted 
weeks or months to the subject. He was against 
both excise and a land tax. As to the clause of 
additional duty on the importation of manufac- 
tured tobacco, he feared that this was but a bit of 
gilding to cover a bad pill. 

The clause referred to by Mr. Gtiton, is in 
these words: 


“ Resolved, That there be an additional duty of four 
cents per pound upon all tobacco, and eight cents per 
pound, on all snuff imported into the United States.” 


Is this the return to gentlemen who establish 
manufactures, that the moment the wheel is set 
agoing, it must be clogged with a tax? He warned 
the Committee to proceed in this matter with cau- 
tion, lest they should excite a spirit of discontent 
in the country. 

The Committee then divided on the question. 

For the tax on manufactured snuff and tobac- 
co 55, against the tax 34. 

The Committee then rose. The Chairman re- 
ported progress; and the House adjourned till 
Monday next. 


Monpay, May 5. 


A memorial of the sugar bakers of the city of 
Philadelphia, was presented to the House and 
read, praying that sugar refined within the United 
States may not be subjected to the excise duty 
proposed to be laid by the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means now depending before the 
House. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House to whom is 
committed the report of the committee appointed 
to inquire whether any, or what, further or other 
revenues are necessary for the support of the pub- 
lic credit, and, if further revenues are necessary. 
to report the ways and means. i 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the remission of the duties on eleven hogs- 
heads of coffee, which have been destroyed by 
fire,” to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. The Senate have also passed the bill, en- 
titled “An act directing a detachment from the 
militia of the United States,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

Mr. Dexrer, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill authorizing the Presipentr or 
THE Unirep Srares to lay, regulate, and revoke 
embargoes ; which was read twice and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Samuel Franklin, William T. Robinson, and 
Abraham Franklin: Whereupon, | 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the PresipENT oF THE 
Unirep Srares be authorized to direct clearances 
to be granted to any ships or vessels belonging to 
citizens of the United States, which are now load- 
ed, bound from any port in the United States for 
any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope, anything 
in the resolution for laying the embargo to the 
contrary notwithstanding: Provided, That, before 
the Collector of either of the districts of the Unit- 
ed States shall grant clearances, or any such ves- 
sel shall sail, the owners thereof shall give sufli- 
cient security, to the satisfaction of such Collector, 
that she shall not unlade her cargo, or any part 
thereof, at any port or place, previous to her arri- 
val at the Cape of Good Hope. 


THE PUBLIC CREDIT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee sepee to inquire whether any, and 
what, further or other revenues are necessary for 
the support of Public Credit, and, if further reve- 
nues are necessary, to report the ways and means. 

Mr. Tracy moved that the number of cents per 
pene to be laid on tobacco, and snuff shal! be left 

lank, 

Mr. W. Smira saw no reason for leaving out 
the specification. The duty was not too high. 
This amendment was in reality undoing all that 
the Committee had been about. 


Mr. Tracy stated his reasons. He understood, 











that the duty on tobacco was tov high, and that 
upon snuff too low. 

Mr. Gixes said, that the price of the raw mate- 
rial was two cents, or two and an half per pound, 
and that so large a duty would altogether knock 
up the manufacture. He repeated this opinion, 
and moved that tobacco should be struck out of 
the bill, and snuff stand at eight cents. The rea- 
son of this distinction was, that the planters could 
with ease manufacture tobacco, so as to serve their 
own consumption, but they could not, so easily, 
make snuff. 

Mr. Firzsimons apprehended, that it was pro- 
per the duty should be reduced; especially on to- 
bacco. He, therefore, approved the motion for 
leaving the duties blank. 

Mr. SMILte considered the motion of Mr. Tracy 
as irregular. It had already been determined that 
the resolution should stand. 

Mr. Firzsimons explained to him, that the 
question decided upon Friday was, whether the 
resolution ought to be struck out entirely? It had 
been determined that the resolution should remain. 
But still, as to the guai.tum of duty, the discussion 
remained open to the Committee. 

The motion of Mr. Tracy was agreed to. 

The resolution was next read, for a duty of two 
cents per pound upon all sugar refined within the 
United States. 

Mr. 8. Smirn moved that the duty on sugar 
should also be left blank. Mr. W. Smiru consi- 
dered this practice of leaving every duty blank, as 
reversing in substance what the Committee had 
' been doing. The motion passed. 

Mr. S. Smira moved again that the whole sugar 
clause should be struck out. He was concerned 
in the manufacture of refined sugar; but he saw 
no good reason, for giving a silent vote merely on 
thataccount. The land-tax will, in due time, come 
to be discussed ; and there are very few members 
in the Committee, who are not landholders. But 
this will not prevent them from giving their opin- 
ions. He should, therefore, proceed to explain his 
sentiments on the present resolution. On sugar- 
baking, he had for several years been sinking mo- 
ney. It was not till within the last year, that he 
made any profit by the adventure. The profits on 
this business were very precarious; and he had 
felt the full force of this disadvantage. The small- 
est inattention on the part of the person appointed 
to superintend the manufacture, was sufficient to 
render a whole baking totally useless; though it 
was frequently worth five hundred pounds; and 
he had twice met with an accident of this nature. 
He referred to the objection of Mr. Dexrsr, where 
he stated that he (Mr. 8.) had advanced as a fact 
that £5,000 of capital were necessary to pros- 
ecute the manufacture of snuff. In that five thou- 
sand pounds, he did not, as Mr. Dexrer had sup- 
posed, comprehend house rent, or the wages of 
journeymen, or the purchase of machinery. He 
meant to say, that five thousand pounds were 
essential for the purchase and the support of a 
proper stock of the materials of the manufacture. 

e would have given this explanation on Friday ; 
but as the Committee had been much fatigued by 
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the length of the discussion, he did not wish to 
controvert the position of the gentleman, at an un- 
seasonable time of day, when members were im- 
patient for the question. He now declared his 
meaning, and he did this more particularly, that 
he might prevent any mistaken notion of a second 
assertion, which he was likewise going to make. 
This was, that in order to carry on the sugar- 
baking manufacture with advantage, there was 
required an active capital of fifty thousand dollars. 
This was exclusive of the expense of pots and 
pans, and the apparatus of instruments wanted for 
the actual operation. 

These would demand sixteen thousand dollars 
additional. Even the fifty thousand dollars of ae- 
tive capital would not be sufficient, but a man who 
commanded fifty thousand dollars had likewise 
the command of an extensive credit, in the banks 
of the United States. He assured the Committee, 
that in consequence of the two per cent duty, the 
sugar-baking would require a double amount of 
capital, to what it formerly did. This assertion 
he illustrated by a variety of arithmetical caleu- 
lations. 

Thus, said Mr. S., when a man of property has 
adveniured his capital, in establishing an Ameri- 
can manufacture, you come down upon him with 
an excise. You tell him, in the style of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, whom I do not now 
see in his place—[he referred to a part of the 
speech of Mr. Dexter on Friday last] we have 
protected you for some time past, and we are 
therefore entitled to treat you in time coming, as 
we please. 

Mr. S. argued, that this was no encouragement 
to a merchant to hazard his capital. Gentlemen 
would say, that nails are no luxury ; we shall not 
tax them. He considered this report on excise as 
the opening wedge. When once taxes on manu- 
factures have begun, where are they tostop? He 
saw not, in the report, any notice of a drawback 
on the exportation of sugar manufactured in Ame- 
rica. He had already fully explained his idea 
relative to an excise; and he should not therefore 
trouble the House any farther. One of the chief 
reasons for which he had risen at all was, that he 
had been misunderstood by the member from 
Massachusetts, as to the amount of capital requi- 
site for the erection of a snuff manufactory. He 
was satisfied that this duty would end in the ruin 
of sugar-baking establishments. 

Mr. Frrzsimons.—Since ever he had been ina 
Legislative body, he had been a friend to the ma- 
nufacturers of this country. The gentleman who 
spoke last had not convinced him, that the two 
cents of duty would make a double capital neces- 
sary, or that the duty would demolish the manu- 
facture. He was of opinion, that the duty might 
be so modified, as not to injure the interest of the 
sugar-bakers. There weed be adopted a proper 
mode of protecting the manufacture by non-1m- 
portation duties; and it had been designed by the 
select committee to give a suitable drawback on 
exportation. He said, that raw sugars were at 
present but fifteen shillings per hundred weight. 
He did not reckon sugar a luxury. It was an ar- 
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ticle of universal consumption. He pledged him-| having it as cheapas possible. As to the proprie- 


self to the Committee that unless the excise could 
be placed on such a footing as not to injure the 
feelings and interest of the manufacturer, he would 
vote against it. 

Mr. McwLensere (the Speaker) observed, that 
he was also engaged in the business of refinin 
sugar, and therefore could, in some measure, spea 
from experience. The Committee, in laying these 
duties, had, as it appeared to him, contemplated a 
war; if that should take place, this fund would 
prove fallacious, because, during the war, a suffi- 
cient quantity of the raw material could not be 
brought into the country to support the manufac- 
ture. This had been the case in the last war, and 
whatever reliance gentlemen might have on the 
importation of sugar during a war, on the supplies 
furnished by successful privateers, that was insuf- 
ficient and too uncertain to enable the manufac- 
turers of sugar to proceed with such regularity «s 
their business required. In short, it would, in a 
great measure, stop the business, and induce the 
owners to turn their capital, at least for a time, 
into other channels. He was also of opinion that 
refined sugar already bore too high a price, owing 
to the high price of raw sugar, which was much 
beyond what his colleague [Mr. Firzstmons | sta- 
ted, fifteen dollars per cwt., and that had alread 
lessened the demand and consumption, whic 
every one now concerned in the business could 
testify. If, therefore, two cents were added to the 
present price, it would lessen the consumption still 
more, and thereby materially injure the manufac- 
ture. He further observed, that owing to the pro- 
bable capture of the French islands, sugars in Eng- 
land must be very low, and as that country paid 
but 8s. 6d. per cwt. on raw sugar and a drawback 
of 23s. was allowed on every cwt. of refined sugar 


exported. that operated as a bounty, and enabled | 


merchants to import it considerably cheaper than 
it could be manufactured here. This had been 
the case last year in the Southern States, and pro- 
bably would be so again, unless a much higher duty 
was laid on imported sugars than the Committee at 
first contemplated. He then called for the read- 
ing of the memorial from the sugar refiners which 
was this day read in the House. 

The memorial was read, and stated, among 
other particulars, that there were only seventeen 
sugar-bakeries in the United States. The tax was 
estimated to produce fifty thousand dollars ; and 
this sum the profits of the business would not dis- 
charge. 

Mr. Finp ey said, that seventeen houses were 
too small a number to protect themselves from the 
arm of the Legislature. He was afraid they would 
be crushed by their duty. The member went into 
some farther remarks on the bad consequences of 
this mode of exacting revenue. 

Mr. Susewsox.—There has been much repeti- 
tion in discussing this question. The member 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Finp.ey] had said that 
seventeen sugar houses were too small a number 
to rouse a general sentiment in their favor. This 
was no argument at all. Everybody made use of 
sugar, and every one, therefore, was interested in 


ty of laying an excise upon manufactures, a large 
majority of the House have already declared them- 
selves in favor of the principle in general. If there 
was only one sugar house in the United States. 
and only one inspection required for collecting the 
whole fifty thousand dollars expected from the 
tax, Mr. S. would like it so much the better. The 
drawback granted in Britain upon the exportation 
of refined sugar is, in reality, a bounty on the ma- 
nufacture of the article. e must take care to 
add a large enough duty on the ——. of it 
into this country, tocounteract the effects of the Bri- 
tish bounty ; and this precaution will be still more 
necessary, as our American refined sugar will come 
higher on account of this excise. Much bas been 
said, in the course of this debate, about oppression. 
What do gentlemen propose to make of this trite 
word? If they will reiterate their arguments on 
this question over and over again, what can be 
said to hinder them? If, in contempt of all expe- 
rience, gentlemen persist in saying that an excise 
duty is paid, not by the customer, but by the ma- 
nufacturer himself; and if, because the Legislature 
has authority to lay, when they please, any amount 
per pound on sugar, members argue against all 
taxes whatever, it is impossible to give them any 
satisfactory answer. We know that everything 
may be abused. We know that the Legislature 
have it their power to lay a large amount of duty 
on every pound of sugar; we know, at the same 
time, that they never will do any such thing. 

Mr. S. Smiru explained. He did not mean to 
say that the tax would be augmented to an un- 
limited excess upon any single article ; but that 
taxes would be multiplied on all manufactures. 

Mr. Smiuie said, that thiags of this sort came 
on by degrees. Excise was at first light in Eng- 
land, and only on a few manufactures. It was 
then by degrees augmented, and extended over 
soap, candles, leather, starch, and an endless mul- 
titude of other articles. The cider tax continued 
as unpopular in England at this day, as it was 
when first imposed. He had no doubt of such an 
excise being introduced here ; and if the people ot 
England.so long familiar with heavy taxes, bore this 
excise on cider with such reluctance, the citizens 
of the United States would still less submit to it, 
and their discontent might be attended with dan- 
gerous consequences. Will not this set of resolu- 
tions for an excise, at present before the Commit 
tee, lay the foundation for an universal American 
excise? He deprecated the system in general. 
He did not lay the fault of its effects upon this or 
that Government. They were ingrafted in the 
nature of the thing itself. An excise, in its very 
outset, is a violation of the rights of freemen, in- 
dependent of the extent to which it might or might 
not be carried, and whether it oppressed the ma- 
nufacturer, or did not oppress him, by making his 
house liable to be searched, at all hours, it violated 
the natural sanctuary of domestic life. It creates 
a number of artificial crimes; an additional code 
of laws must be invented, in order to punish them ; 
and this punishment cannot be inflicted without 
the ruin of American citizens, or neglected, with- 
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out the ruin of American excise revenues. What 
mischiefs have not excise laws produced in Eng- 
land? It has been found necessary to form a new 
set of laws, in which the British subjects have 
lost the protection of a trial by jury. Here Mr. 8. 
read a passage on this subject from Blackstone, 
which is in these words : 

“ All trials of offences and frauds, contrary to the 
laws of the excise, and other branches of the revenues, 
are to be inquired into, and determined by the Com- 
missioners of the respective departments, or by Justices 
of the Peace in the country; officers, who are all of 
them appointed and removable at the discretion of the 
Crown. And though such convictions are absolutely 
necessary for the due collection of the public money, and 
are a species of mercy to the delinquents, who would be 


ruined by the expense and delay of frequent prosecu- 


tions by action or indictment; and though such has 
usually been the conduct of the Commissioners, as sel- 
dom, if ever, to afford just grounds to complain of op- 
pression, yet, when we again consider the various and 
almost innumerable branches of this revenue, which may 
be in their turns the subjects of fraud, or at least com- 
plaints of fraud, and of course, the objects of this sum- 
mary and arbitrary jurisdiction ; we shall find that the 
power of these officers of the Crown over the property 
of the people, is increased to a very formidable height.” 

Mr. S. said, that he was not fond of troubling 
the House with long quotations, but the present 
came exactly to the point. A system of excise 
was contrary to the spirit of the Constitution of a 
free country, and in opposition to the Constitution 
of the United States. 

Mr. Dayton declared, that he could not sit in 
silence to hear this sort of reasoning. Did the 
gentleman imagine that the present excise was to 
be imposed wantonly? Are we not in great ne- 
cessity for money? There were but three objects 
of taxation, commerce, manufactures, and agri- 
culture. The first had been pretty well burdened 
already. The luxuries of the second were now to 
be taxed ; or, in other words, every man was to tax 
himself. He confided in the wisdom of the 
House, that this measure would pass. If this re- 
solution were to be struck out, what shall we do 
next? Let us see another tax, and we shall choose 
between them. But no gentleman can show any ex- 
pedient preferable to that before the Committtee. 

Mr. 8S. Smrrn.—Raise that seven and an half 
per cent. of duty on wares and merchandise to ten 
per cent.; that will do. But people who object to 
a bad tax are not, therefore, obliged to find a bet- 
ter in its place. Any abuse whatever may be de- 
fended in this way. A gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Sepewick] had said, that as there 
were only seventeen sugar houses in the United 
States, it was so much the better. So by this rule, 
it was no matter what degree of hardship was im- 
posed on the manufacturer, provided that a reve- 
nue could be got by it. To show the Committee 
that he was not disposed to give wanton opposi- 
tion to taxes, Mr. S. informed them, that the ex- 
cise on spirits had put an end toa distillery which 
he had formerly set up. The building was now 
lying waste ; and his whole expenses were cast 
away. But of this he had not complained at the 
time, and he did not complain now; because he 
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was convinced that the excise on spirits was, upon 
the whole, of advantage to this country. For this 
reason, Mr. 8. had submitted without reluctance 
to the ruin of his distillery, as from local causes, 
the excise had been ruinous to the distilleries of 
the Southern States. It was, taken all together, 
an advantageous measure, and he cheerfully sub- 
mitted to his loss; but now he found they were to 
come back again upon him, and destroy his sugar 
house, which he thought somewhat hard. Mr.S. 
here adverted to a mistake that he had made in a 
former part of the debate. He had said, that it 
required about three pounds of unrefined sugar to 
make one pound of refined sugar. This was a 
mistake ; the proportion of unrefined sugar was, he 
believed, less than two pounds; though concerned 
in the sugar baking, he knew nothing of it asa 
profession. He never had set his foot twice with- 
in his own house since he built it. 

[Several members had adverted in the course of 
preceding speeches to this misstatement by Mr. S. 
Sirus. | 

Mr. Goopuve did not think that two cents per 
pound would destroy the sugar business. 

Mr. Nicuo.tas, having so lately trespassed on 
the patience of the Committee, had not intended 
to trouble them again. But the gentlemen who 
favored the excise system wanted to make it pass 
through the Committee with an eclat which it did 
not deserve. He expressed his aversion to excise in 
general, because it was, at best, from its essence, 
inseparably connected with vexation, the multi- 
plication of oaths, of false informations for smug- 
gling, and acquittances at an heavy expense from 
such accusations. The moment we begin an ex- 
cise, that moment the mischief begins. The small- 
est modicum of this sort cannot be raised without 
oppression. Mr. N. adverted to the idea of making 
people not only pay taxes, but feel them. It was 
firmly his opinion, that direct taxes were the best, 
both as being the least expensive in the collection, 
and as tending more than any others, to keep the 
attention of the people strictly fixed on the way 
in which their money shall be expended. 

Mr. Finpiey spoke for a short time. Gentle- 
men might find a difficulty in answering argu- 
ments, and so call them repetitions, and declare 
them not worthy an answer. But it was impossi- 
ble to deny, that excise was inconsistent with per- 
sonal liberty, and the spirit of the American 
Constitution. Mr. FinpLey went over several re- 
marks that have already occurred in the course of 
this discussion. 

Mr. W. Smirn, observed, that the general ques- 
tion of excise had been canvassed, a few days ago, 
and therefore gentlemen employed their ingenuity 
to very little purpose, in attacking what had been 
so lately decided upon. If objections were to be 
made to every tax, and every sum of duty was to 
be left blank, what was the occasion for appoint- 
ing a select Committee of Ways and Means? One 
gentleman insisted upon striking out of this reso- 
lution; another on the striking out of that resolu- 
tion, till in short they would leave nothing at all. 
This proceeding reminded Mr. M. of a story in 
the fables of Phedrus. A man, whose head was 
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covered with black and gray hairs, had two female 
friends. One of them, who desired that he should 
have a youthful appearance, carefully pulled out 
some of his grey Salen as often as cs paid her a 
visit. The other lady, who wanted him to look 
like an old man, was industrious in pulling out the 
black hairs. Between their joint endeavors, he 
became bald. Thus, said Mr. M., by the time that 
every gentlemen has done with plucking, we shall 
have nothing of the report left. It was needless 
to make reports, if they were to be thus destroyed. 
All the ways and means that had been yet pre- 
sented, if we lay the land tax out of them, are lit- 
tle enough to serve for the appropriations already 
made. It is very easy to make plausible and in- 
genious objections to every thing. But plausible 
objections produced no money, which must be had, 
and had immediately, by some way or other. A 
gentleman [Mr. S. Smrru]had said, that the seven 
and an half per cent. of impost should be raised 
to ten per cent. and that this would be a proper 
compensation for laying aside the excise system. 
That was indeed but a sandy foundation to build 
such an assertion upon. He adduceda variety of 
other arguments to show the impropriety of this 
scheme of objecting to every thing. He pressed 
the Committee, in the most forcible and interest- 
ing manner, to consider what they were about, 
and what was to become of public credit, and na- 
tional defence, if they refused to vote for the re- 
quisite supplies to maintain the one and the other. 

On dividing the Committee upon the foregoing 
motion of Mr. S. Smrru, for striking out the whole 
resolution, there were for the striking out 25— 
against the motion 35. 

Mr. Lyman voted for keeping in the resolution, 
but on this condition, that the sum should be left 
blank. He made a motion to this purpose. 

Mr. Sepewick. If the sum of duty be struck 
out, it is impossible to determine what is to be the 
duty imposed on refined sugar imported from Eng- 
land. If the duty on importation to be too high, 
then by driving foreign sugars out of the market, 
we give the American sugar baker a aeanen 

ainst his customers at home. On the other hand, 
if we lay too little duty on the importation of fo- 
reign sugars, the foreign manufacture will under- 
sell that of America. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

The next resolution in the report was read, and 
is as follows : 

“ Resolved, That after the ———day of every per- 
son selling distilled spirits or wines, for consumption out 
of their own dwellings ; distilled spirits in less quantity 
than twenty gallons; wines in less quantity than thirty 
gallons, except in the original cask or package in which 
they were imported, shall take out licenses to authorize 
the sale of such distilled spirits and wines, and shall pay, 
annually, for a license to sell all foreign distilled spirits, 
five dollars ; for a license to sell all wines, five dollars:” 

The resolution passed the Committee. 

Mr. Ciark then informed the Committee, that 
when they had got through the report, he had a 
motion in his hand, which he intended to lay be- 
fore the House. He read this motion. The sub- 
stance of it was, that, over and above all duties im- 
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osed on the importation of foreign commodities 
into this country, an addition of ten per cent. of 
extra duty shall be laid on all articles the growt, 
or manufacture of Great Britain. 

The next resolution is in these words: 

“ Resolved, That the sum of seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars be raised by direct tax, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, to be 
apportioned among the States, agreeably to the rule 
prescribed by the Constitution:” 


A motion was then made by Mr. Lyman for 
striking out this resolution. He observed, that this 
resolution was supposed to contemplate a land tax. 
as, in the abstract of the report, it was called direct 
taxes on land. This being the case, he should be 
obliged, from not only a regard to his constituents, 

articularly, but in a general regard to the whole 
nion, to make a motion to strike out the resolu- 
tion. He said, that he had a different opinion on this 
subject from those gentlemen for whom he had 
the highest respect, and whose opinions had, on 
many occasions, fully coincided with his own. He 
should not now take up the time of the Committee 
in reconciling thisseeming inconsistency, otherwise 
than by observing, that he supposed it must be 
owing to the variation of the tenure of lands in 
the different States ; that whilst in some States the 
lands were pretty well distributed, and held in smal! 
parcels by those who cultivated them, in othe: 
States they were held in larger quantities and cul- 
tivated in a different way. A tax on them there- 
fore, which in the one case might be considered 
—_— a would probably be less so in the 
other. However. speculative opinions in questions 
of this sort were but a feeble opposition to fact and 
experiment. ‘T’o these he would pray the atten- 
tion of the Committee. In this country, some o! 
the States at least have made the experiment. Ii 
had proved oppressive, excited discontents, and 
even convulsed the Government. The experience 
of other countries did not furnish much more fa- 
vorable arguments, if his recollection and inform- 
ation were correct, as he thought they were. In 
the Republic of Rome they never had a land tax. 
It had its odious origin under the tyranny of tiie 
Emperors. In France, they have no land tax. 
This, in that country, he was sensible, was com- 
lained of, but it must have been because the 
ands were held by the nobility. to whom it prov- 
ed an exemption from the burdens of society, and 
from that cause the exemption was disagreeable 
to the people ; but had the lands been of a different 
tenure there would have been no such complaint. 
How stood the case in England, a country where 
every species of taxation was carried to its utmost 
stretch ? Their land tax was a mere trifle com- 
pared with their other impositions ; and, trifling as 
it was, they embraced every occasion, when not 
pressed by particular exigencies, requiring the ut- 
most exertions, to lessen it, from an apprehension 
of exciting uneasiness and tumult. Indeed he did 
not know but it might there be deemed a modified 
relic of their former slavish tenures. Under these 
impressions, and the consideration of the expense 
of collecting a tax of this sort, he hoped it would 
not now be resorted to. He supposed the Select 
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Committee had made the report under apprehen- 
sions of more danger from abroad, than was said 
now to threaten us. We are now told that affairs 
abroad wear a more friendly aspect. He hoped it 
was the case; no one could wish more sincerely 
than he did, that it would prove so; but if it should 
not, neither he, norany American would, he trust- 
ed, be averse to any species of taxation necessary 
to our defence and protection, and to give the 
fullest operation to our whole force. He did not 
forget, that, in discyssing the business of ways and 
means, it had been*Said, that all taxation was ob- 
jectionable, and that a motion for striking out any 
part of the sum necessary, ought to be accompa- 
nied with a succedaneum. He would therefore 
suggest increasing the impost duties, foreign ton- 
nage, or even the excise duties. The impost on 
many articles was not nearly so high as it might 
well be made; the collection could be made with 
little additional expense, and with great certainty. 
There need be no new officers. Interest, policy, 
every motive conspired to abandon this tax on 
land, and embrace one more easy and convenient. 
He said, as little as he wished to see the public 
debt increased, and nobody had a less desire of 
such an event, yet he would sooner prefera small 
loan for the possible deficiencies of the current 
year. 

Mr. Scorr rose. Mr. CLARK was up at the same 
time. The latter gentleman, observed, that he had 
been up some time before, but he was so small, 
that gentleman could not see him. He did not 
object toa land tax, considered as such, but he 
had a temporary objection. Did gentlemen con- 
sider in what time of the session they were? The 
Union consists of fifteen States all different in 
their laws, and in their local circumstances. The 
land tax was a matter of infinite difficulty, and 
would of itself require at least a month to discuss 
it. He therefore wished that it might lie over. 

Mr. Hearn did not take up much of the time of 
the House in general. But he rose to say, that 
there were many expedients more palatable than 
a land tax. Why not lay a tax upon all kinds of 
shopkeepers? This project had formerly been 
very popular in Virginia. Why was the selling 
of wine, &c., taxed at so smalla rate as five dol- 
lars ? 

Mr. Scorr then rose. He said that he was sur- 

rised at their calling this resolution a land-tax. 

e saw no such thing about it. It might be a poll- 
tax. He was informed, that it was mentioned in 
the preamble as a land-tax, but he was to look to 
the resolution itself, where he certainly saw no 
such thing. A land-tax must be very unequal. 
One man would pay as much for ten acres, as ano- 
ther for a thousand. He recommended, in pre- 
ference, a general tax on property; no matter 
whether by and or water. The resolution spoke 
of the Constitution. He knew no notice taken in 
the Constitution of any such matter. He con- 
sidered it as impracticable, without destroying the 
Constitution, and how it could be levied was be- 
yond his comprehension. He did not concur with 
some gentlemen for whom he had a great respect 
(referring perhaps to Mr. Smitize and Mr. Nicno- 
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LAS) that invisible taxes were dangerous. He 
could see nothing of that, in order to make people 
happy, it was necessary to have a goad in their 
sides. He could not imagine that American liber- 
ty must be in danger, unless American citizens 
are harassed by direct taxes. That the accounts 
published from the Public Treasury very fully 
showed the people in what way their money was 
expended, and the people had sagacity enough to 
know that whatever money came from the 'Trea- 
sury must be theirs. If they do not like the way 
in which they see it laid out, they will send to 
this place other men, who will do their business 
more to their satisfaction. He again adverted to 
there being no notice whatever of land in this re- 
solution. [Mr. W. Smirn explained that there 
had been a mistake or omission of a word in print- 
ing the report.}| Mr. Scorr recommended a tax 
on the funds. All the countenance ever given to 
funding systems, in all the countries of the world, 
all the books that ever had been written about 
them, never could convince him that such a tax 
was unjust. He was firmly persuaded, that in the 
exigencies of a nation, all sorts of property should 
be taxed, because all sorts of property required to 
be defended. He was quite satisfied that all pro- 
perty should defend itself; that is, should pay for 
its own defence. He would cheerfully submit his 
own property to a general tax, were it even to half 
its value, if such an impost were necessary for the 
Independence of America. 

Mr. Nicnouas, Mr. Cuark, and Mr. Sepewick, 
spoke a few words. 

The Committee rose without a division on the 
resolution. The Chairman reported progress, and 
the House adjourned. 


Turspay, May 6. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for the remission of the duties on eleven hogsheads 
of coffee, which have been destroyed by fire,” was 
read twice, and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act directing a detachment from the Militia 
of the United States ;” and, the same being read, 
were agreed to. 

Mr. Corrin, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act to promote the progress of Useful Arts ;” 
which was read twice, and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of 
this House, “ To authorize the Presipenrt to grant 
clearances in the case of ships or vessels now load- 
ed, and bound to any port beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope,” with an amendment; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded toconsider the said amend- 
ment, and, the same, being read, was disagreed to. 

Mr. Jeremian Wadsworth, from the managers 
appointed on the part of this House to attend the 
conference with the Senate, on the subject-matter 
of the amendment depending between the two 
Houses to the bill, entitled “ An act to encourage 
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the recruiting service,” made a report; and, the 
same, being read, was, on the question put there- 
upon, ana to by the House. 

Resolved, That this House doth adhere to their 
disagreement to the said amendment. 


CLEARANCES TO CERTAIN VESSELS. 


A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate recede from their amendment, 
disagreed to by this House, to the resolution ‘ To 
authorize the Presipentr to grant clearances in 
the case of ships or vessels now loaded and bound 
to any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope.” 

The message was read to the House, contain- 
ing an amendment to the bill authorizing the 
PRESIDENT to grant clearances to any vessels 
belonging to citizens of the United States, and 
bound to any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope. 
The amendment consisted in striking out the 
words in italics; which made the bill extend to 
all foreign ships. 

Mr. S. Smirx said he hoped the House would 
not agree to that amendment. 

Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Goopnus, Mr. Ciark, 
Mr. Smivie, and Mr. Boupinort, spoke each afew 
words. 

Mr. Mapison was very indifferent as to the 
whole matter. The amendment made it worse 
than it was before. He would rather lose the 
measure than concur. 

Mr. Nicnotas thought that the amendment 
would open a door to all sorts of imposture. 

Mr. S. Smiru said it was very easy to make 
amendments: but gentlemen should consider what 
they were about. American owners would be 
cautious what they did; but, as to foreign vessels 
detained in the harbors of the United States, the 
consequence was easily foreseen. They would 
be driven by stress of weather into any port in 
the West Indies. They will next, for half a joe, 
or a joe, at most, get a certificate declaring the 
ship unfit for proceeding to sea, and the cargo is 
then sold. 

On a division—for agreeing to the amendment 
of the Senate yeas 33, nays 40. 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
Committee appointed to inquire whether any, or 
what, further or other revenues are necessary for 
the support of public credit; and, if further reve- 
nues are necessary, to report the ways and means. 

The motion of Mr. Lyman to strike out the 
clause relative to the land tax being under con- 
sideration— 

Mr. Sepewick, and, after him, Mr. Nicnouas, 
made various observations on the nature of direct 
taxes, as distinguished from those of a different 
description. The former gentleman observed, that 
Massachusetts and Connecticut resembled each 
other more closely than any other two States in 
the Union; yet the method of levying taxes dif- 
fered very materially in the two States. From 
this, he inferred the difficulty of fixing a general 
system of land tax. 
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After having considered the definition of “dj- 
rect taxes,” as given by a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Nicnoxas,] and after commenting on 
the opinion of certain political economists, who 
held that all taxes ultimately fell upon land, and. 
therefore, that those which were imposed on i: 
were direct, and all those imposed on any other 
subject indirect, Mr. 8S. proceeded to state his own 
opinion. 

He said that, in forming a Constitution for a 
National Government, to wich was intrusted 
the preservation of that Government and the ex- 
istence of the society itself, it was reasonable to 
suppose that 7 means necessary to those im- 
portant ends should be granted. This was, in fact, 
the case in the Constitution of the United States. 
To Congress it was expressly granted to impose 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises. It had been 
universally concluded, and never, to his know- 
ledge, denied, but that the Legislature, by those 
comprehensive words, had authority to impose 
taxes on every subject of revenue. If this posi- 
tion be just, a construction which limited their 
operation of this power (in its nature and by the 
Constitution illimitable) could not be the just 
construction. 

He observed, that, to obviate certain mischiefs, 
the Constitution had provided that capitation and 
other direct taxes should be apportioned according 
to the ratio prescribed in it. If, then, the Legis- 
lature be authorized to impose a tax on every sub- 
ject of revenue, (and surely pleasure carriages, as 
objects of luxury, and, in general, owned by those 
to whom contributions would not be inconvenient, 
were fair and proper subjects of taxation,) and a 
tax on them could not be apportioned by the Con- 
stitutional ratio, it would follow irresistibly that 
such a tax, in this sense of the Constitution, is not 
“direct.” On this idea he enlarged his reasoning, 
and showed that such a tax was incapable of ap- 
portionment. 

He said that, so far as he had been able to form 
an opinion, there had been a general concurrence 
in a belief that the ultimate sources of public con- 
tributions were labor and the subjects and effects 
of labor. That taxes being permanent, had a ten- 
dency to equalize and to diffuse themselves through 
acommunity. According to these opinions, a ca- 
pitation tax and taxes on land and on property and 
income generally, were direct charges, as well 10 
the immediate as ultimate sources of contribution 
He had considered those, and those only, as diree' 
taxes in their operation and effects. On the other 
hand, a tax imposed on a specific article of per 
sonal property, and particularly if objects of lux- 
ury,as in the case under consideration, he had 
never supposed had been considered a direct tax 
within the meaning of the Constitution. The ex- 
action was indeed directly of the owner, but, by 
the equalizing operation, of which all taxes more 
or less partook, it created an indirect charge on 
others besides the owners. 

He said it would astonish the people of Ame- 
rica to be informed that they had made a Const'- 
tution by which pleasure carriages and other ob- 
jects of luxury were excepted from contributing 


Os 


nn 


ee a ne ae a eo a Oe Ll, le a. Ol ee 





it 
aa 
’ 


sinh 








645 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 646 


May, 1794. | Public Credit. [H. or R. 











to the public exigencies, which was undoubtedly | other taxes agreed to, if it was intended to be post- 
the case if the reasoning of gentlemen who op-| poned in its operation. He said a land tax was a 
posed the resolution was well founded. If the im-| tax on the laborious poor. If every acre 1s to pay 
position of a duty on pleasure carriages was a di-| the same tax, it must prove very unequal, as poor 
rect tax, it must then be apportioned ; but, as se-| men generally live on the poorest lands, and must 
veral of the States had few or no carriages, no| pay oppressive taxes. If the lands are to be va- 
such apportionment could be made, and the duty | lued, the delay and expense must be enormous. 
of course could not be imposed. Suchaconstruc-} Lands increase in value very unequally in differ- 
tion was inadmissible, because it would exempt, | ent places, and the proportion will be forever al- 
in times of the greatest distress, the fairest objects | tering. He had been told that two thousand per- 
of contribution from the imposition of any burden. | sons had once been concerned in apportioning and 
If there was doubt, we certainly ought not to in-| collecting the land tax of Pennsylvania. He said 
cline to that side, which at the same time it might | a question had arisen as to the meaning of the 
compel the Legislature to impose grievous bur-| words “direct taxes” in the Constitution. Before 
dens on the poorest and most laborious part of the} a determination be had for or against them, it 
community, shall exempt the affluent from con-| ought to be known what is the true meaning of 
tributing for their objects of distinguishing enjoy-| this phrase. He said his colleague [Mr. Sepe- 
ments. This seemed not to carry into effect that | wick] had stated the meaning of direct taxes to 
doctrine of equality of which gentlemen said so| be a capitation tax, or a general tax on all the 
much. taxable property of the citizens; and that a gen- 
Mr. Ciark complained that members spent| tleman from Virginia [Mr. Nicnouas] thought 
their time upon definitions, when business de-| the meaning was, that all taxes are direct which 
manded an immediate decision. He objected to} are paid by the citizen without being recompensed 
a proposal from, Mr. Sepewick that the land tax | by the consumer; but that, where the tax was 
should be agreed to, but should not take place} only advanced and repaid by the consumer, the 
until there was a prospect of war. He hinted | tax was indirect. He thought that both opinions 
want of time to discuss the question, and would | were just, and not inconsistent, though the gen- 
have it laid aside for the present. tlemen had differed about them. He thought that 
Mr. Hitiuouse observed, that, laying a direct | a general tax on all taxable property was a direct 
tax would doubtless be attended with many diffi- | tax, because it was paid without being recom- 
culties, but was not, in his opinion, altogether im-| pensed by the consumer. Suppose one mechanic 
practicable. It being, however, one of the most| art to be heavily taxed, and others not taxed at 
oppressive and unequal taxes, ought not to be re-| all. This, at first, will be oppressive ; but the art 
sorted to but in the last extremity ; that great cau-| being necessary in society, other arts must con- 
tion ought to be observed in the first commence-| tribute to support it under the increased burden. 
ment of the business ; and the system that may be} The tax will, like any other expense necessarily 
finally adopted ought to have the most mature | incurred in the manufacture, be added to the price 
and deliberate consideration which the present | of the article; and this contribution to reimburse 
stage of the session would admit of. As it was| the manufacturer who advances it will make it 
proposed that the tax should not take effect but | an indirect tax, according to the idea of the gen- 
upon the contingency of a war, it was unneces-} tleman from Virginia. [f, on the other hand, all 
sary to lay it at this time, as Congress must con-| mechanic arts and all natural subjects of taxation 
vene before war could be declared ; and the mem-| are taxed by the Legislature in due proportion, 
bers of the House would be able, from the course | this is a direct tax ; because no such invisible con- 
of events during the recess, to judge of the pro-| tribution is necessary,as each has originally borne 
bability of a war, and, if appearances should be | its proportionate burden. Mr. D. thought, that, if 
threatening, would doubtless revolve the subjects | any mode of taxation be permanent, it will soon 
in their minds, and gain all the information in| be equal. The most unequal imposition will, like 
their power, and come together much better pre-| a fluid, soon diffuse itself equally through all the 
pared to digest a system than they can be at this proper and natural subjects of taxation. Mr.D. 
time. The people, he believed, were fully sensi-| thought, also, that direct taxation ought not to be 
ble that, in case of a war, almost all the resources | pursued by the General Government, except in 
from which the present revenue is drawn would | time of war, because it is the only source of reve- 
be cut off, and that there could be no other resort | nue for the support of State Governments and 
but to direct taxes. If the present was contem- payment of State debts. 
plated as a war tax, the sum of $750,000 would} Mr. S. Smirx did not think that the sums in 
be wholly inadequate, and the cost of collecting | the report would be pressingly wanted, for, in the 
that sum would be nearly the same as to collect | first place, he had no fear now of a war, and, in 
$3,000,000 ; if we had no war, he was of opinion | the second place, the revenues of 1794 would ex- 
there were other sources of revenue suflicient to] ceed those of 1792, from which the estimate of 
supply the present exigency, and that we ought | the Committee of Ways and Means had been ta- 
not to resort to adirect tax. He hoped, therefore,| ken. There would be a greater importation in 
the resolution would be stricken out. the next Fall than in the last; because England 
Mr. Dexter concurred with the two gentlemen | was overstocked with commodities for export, 
who spoke last as to striking out the clause. He] and would be very glad to trust America. He 
thought it an unnecessary incumbrance upon the | said that English manufactures had been sold to 
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America forty per cent. cheaper during this Spring 
than in last Fal Twenty-Ave per cent. discount 
had been given for ready money, and fifteen per 
cent. for a good bill on London at six months. 
These facts he knew. He rejoiced to think that 
the product of the excise now before the House 
would go to the destruction of the National Debt. 
He wished for a committee to report what had 
been done already in the matter of ways and 
means. He said that England would be glad to 
give credit to America, as she was at war with 

rance, and her commerce had thence become so 
uncertain. 

Mr. Firzsimons said that, if the revenue of 
1794 were equal to that of 1792, it would alter 
his ideas of the land tax. 

Mr. Murray thought it best to strike out the 
resolution. The resolution did not specificall 
hold out the idea of a land tax; but it was well 
understood that a land tax was its object. Any 
gentleman might hereafter bring forward this ob- 
ject, which was both novel and complicated. It 
was of importance enough to deserve a separate 
bill, and a distinct discussion. His general im- 
perme was at present against a land tax, and 

is difficulties arose from, perhaps, the crudeness 
of the plans which he had yet keard. Certain it 
was, that, when we reflected on the various value 
of land, in different parts of the Union, the per- 
petual fluctuation arising from progressive im- 
provement in this great object of industry, and 
clashing of landed interests from these considera- 
tions, we shall find that there will be great diffi- 
culty in organizing this tax. By voting to strike 
out the resolution at present, we do not ultimately 
abandon a view of this object—the taxes already 
agreed to may be immediately formed into shape 
by a bill—we shall accelerate the public business, 
and not necessarily give up this tax. At present, 
he was against the tax on land, but would not say 
how he should be, if a system could be suggested 
that would remove the difficulties he at present 
foresaw. 

Mr. W. Smira differed from Mr. S. Smrrna. 
There would be a deficiency of at least two hun- 
dred thousand dollars this year. Revenue would 
diminish for imports. It would diminish for ex- 
ports. The expenses of individuals also would 
diminish. It had been recommended that we 
should not go into the land tax at present, on ac- 
count of the difficulty of ascertaining it. He 
thought this a proper reason for going into it, that 
gentlemen might have an opening view of the 
subject, and be preparing their minds for its final 
discussion at some future period. 

On dividing the Committee, on the motion for 
striking out this clause for a land tax, seventy gen- 
tlemen rose. The nays were not counted. So 
the motion was carried. 

Mr. Gites moved to strike out the following 
resolution in the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means: 


“ Resolved, That, after the 





day of 





, every 


person keeping a carriage for the conveying of persons 
for their own use, shall notify the same at some office, 
which may be designated for the purpose, and shall pay 
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annually, for a coach, ten dollars; for a chariot, eight - 
for any other four-wheeled carriage, six ; for a chaise or 
other two-wheeled carriage, two. With an addition of 
one-fourth, where two carriages shall be kept by one 
person; of one-third, where three carriages shall be 
kept by one person; and of one-half, where more than 
three carriages are kept by the same person :” 


On dividing the Committee, there were for the 
motion 33, against it 44. 

Mr. W. Smirh next moved that the last para- 
graph of this resolution, charging an additional! 
duty where two carriages are kept, should be struck 
out. 

Mr. Nicnoutas. Mr. Lyman, and Mr. Smitip. 
were for letting the clause stand. 

Mr. 8. Smiru was for striking out the clause. 
He disliked the tax. In some States, there were 
no carriages at all. It had been noticed, on a for- 
mer day, that there were none in Vermont or 
Kentucky. The members of these States were, 
therefore, voting for a tax on their sister States 
which they were not to pay ashare of themselves. 
This was one objection to the matter. Besides, 
this wasa tax on population. A young man (said 
Mr. 8.) gets a wife and a carriage to drive her to 
church in. You tax him. In due time, he hasa 
number of children, and must have a second car- 
riage for giving them an airing. You tax him. 
Thus, sir, you tax a person for doing you the great- 
est service that can be done you—for peopling 
your country. 

Mr. Ames said it had been proved by the in- 
formation from some gentlemen that, in the South- 
ern States, a carriage was not always a mark o! 
wealth, but that it was a necessary article. He 
was for striking out the clause. 

Mr. W. Sniru ridiculed the paragraph alto- 
gether, in very pointed terms. If we are to taxa 
second carriage, we may as well tax a second glass 
of whiskey, a second bottle of Madeira, a second 
hundred acres of land that any man possessed, a 
second looking-glass in his house, a second pinch 
of snuff, or a second quid of tobacco. 

His motion for striking out the clause was car- 
ried—ayes 40, noes 33. 

Mr. Macon laid on the table a resolution for an 
excise upon porter, beer, and cider. He had no 
long arguments toadvance on this head. He 
should state, as it arose in his mind, a clear prin- 
ciple of justice that dictated this resolution. In 
the Southern States, cider, during a great part o! 
the year, would not keep. It was therefore dis- 
Giek iene brandy, and paid a duty. But it was 
not equitable that some parts of the Union should 
have cider and malt liquors, all round the year, 
duty free, while others paid a duty for almost all 
the liquor which they made use of. He would 
likewise move to repeal the tax on brandy made 
from cider, that, when the cider itself had paid a 
duty, it might not be overloaded by a second ex- 
cise. His idea was very plain. If it could be ac- 
complished, without much opposition, he was satis- 
fied. If otherwise, he should, on this, as on all 
former occasions, submit, with respectful silence, 
to the sentiments of the majority. 

The Committee rose, and the Goes adjourned. 
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Wepnespay, May 7. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act for the remission of the duties on eleven hogs- 
heads of coffee, which had been destroyed by fire,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

The House, according to the order of the day, 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the bill sent from the Senate, entitled 
“ An act to erect a light-house on the head-land 
of Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocra- 
cock Island, in the State of North Carolina ;” and, 
after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker re- 
sumed the Chair, and Mr. Parker reported that 
the Committee had had the said, bill under con- 
sideration, and made several amendments thereto ; 
which he delivered in at the Clerk’s table, where 
the same were severally twice read, and agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to ‘An act to provide for the 
defence of certain ports and harbors in the United 
States,” with an amendment; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 


THE PUBLIC CREDIT. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee appointed to inquire whether any, or 
what, further or other revenues are necessary for 
the support of the public credit; and, if further 
revenues are necessary, to report the ways and 
means. 

The Committee then took into consideration 
the resolutions of Mr. Macon. 

The first of which was that a duty of be 
laid upon every gallon of malt beer and porter 
made in the United States. 

It was negatived by a majority of 44 against 28. 

Mr. Cuark said, that if this resolution had 
passed, he would have laid some new ones on the 
table, for the taxing of negroes and twenty other 
things. 

The second resolution was, that a duty of 
be laid upon every gallon of beer or porter im- 
ported into the United States. 

Mr. Sepewick said that there was already a 
duty upon it amounting to a prohibition; and 
little or none, unless when smuggled, came into the 
country. 

Mr. 8. Smirn was persuaded that the gentleman 
was mistaken. Vast quantities of London porter 
were sold in America. 

Mr. Macon said that, as the first resolution for 
excising malt liquors was rejected, he consider- 
ed the second as falling of course. 








The third resolution was fur laying a duty of 





per gallon upon all cider manufactured in the 
United States, and the fourth, which was conneet- 
ed with and dependent upon it, was, for with- 
drawing, if the third resolution passed, all excise 
duties now paid on distilling cider into brandy. 
Mr. Mapison was against all proposals of this 
kind. ) 
3d Con.—22 


Public Credit. 


[H. or R. 


Mr. Nicno.as approved of the resolution. To 
obviate the charge of inconsistency, he thought 
it better to bring a general excise on the people at 
once, and try whether they would submit to it, or 
not, than to endeavor to bring it on them by im- 
perceptible degrees. 

Mr. Kirrera. The present tax was evidently 
impracticable. We had been told[by Mr. Nicno- 
LAs] that Massachusetts made rum for all the rest 
of the States. Another State manufactures peach 
brandy ; so the one may serve as a balance against 
the other. A gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Smicie} had repeatedly toid the House, that the 
tax on spirits was unpopular. It was not so in 
that part of the country (the district of Lancas- 
ter) which he had the honor of representing; nor 
did he believe that it was unpopular in general. 
The excise on cider never can be carried into ex- 
ecution. We have been told that every family in 
Virginia make their own. It is vain to hope that 
any man will be brought to levy the excise upon 
himself; in what way then are we to collect this 
tax, in case it were possible that the resolution 
should pass the House? We must import collec- 
tors,and we shall need almost as many as we have 
of landholders; as there is commonly a distillery 
in every apple orchard of Virginia. Viewing the 
whole resolution as one that must end in nothing, 
he wished to get rid of it as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Smuvie declared that the tax was unpopular 
in the country. 

Mr. Finpiry entered into the general conse- 
quences of an excise, which were, he was con- 
vinced, of a most destructive nature. 

Mr. Kirrera replied, that this excise was not 
unpopular in the Lancaster district, a fact of which 
he must be permitted to say, that he had the best 
opportunities of judging. He believed that the 
excise was chiefly disliked on the Western fron- 
tier of the country, where the people were many 
of them emigrants, and who never had been ac- 
customed before to a tax of this sort; but it was 
far from being disapproved in other parts of the 
State. 

Mr. Ciark asked what the motion before the 
Committee was ? 

It was read by the Chairman, and proposed that 
a duty of per gallon be laid on the cider ma- 
nufactured in the United States. 

Mr. Ciark then observed, that it was impossi- 
ble to have conjectured, from the speeches of 
gentlemen, of what the motion before the Com- 
mittee consisted. One [Mr. Nicuouas] argues 
against all excise as oppressive ; and that, the only 
way to make it universal was to bring it on by de- 





grees. On this account, he votes for an excise upon 
cider. This is his logic. The gentleman behind 


me, said Mr. C., (referring to Mr. Finp.ey) is an- 
other enemy to excise ; and he would also vote for 
this cider duty ; only that he says his conscience 
won't let him. Mr. C. closed his speech by de- 
claring that such sort of arguments were entirely 
beyond his comprehension. 

Mr. Sevewick. After what has appeared this 
day, no man ought to be astonished at any politi- 
cal inconsistencies. Gentlemen in this very Com- 
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mittee, but a few days since, had voted against a 
tax on loaf sugar, to be collected from the pro- 
prietors of seventeen sugar-houses, and this be- 
cause it would be oppressive to those on whom it 
was immediately to operate ; and yet, those mer 
gentlemen who had then felt and expressed suc 
strong sensibility, were now rising for the exten- 
sion of the same species of oppression to almost 
every citizen of the United States. What, he 
asked, was the pretence for this apparent incon- 
sistency? This very extraordinary reason was 
given for it. It would equalize the burden of ex- 
cise in the different States. How is the fact? 
Massachusetts will perhaps contribute as much in 
excise on cider, as any State, certainly incom- 

rably more than any to the South of this. 

hat was her present proportion of contribution 
to the duties of excise? It was nearly two-fifths 
of the whole contribution of all the States. It 
was considerably more than double what was paid 
by the State of Virginia, although the population 
of that State was almost double to that of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. S. Smirx would have thought that this de- 
bate would have been proper enough had we been 
on the question of the repeal of excise laws. 
But as we are upon laying a tax on cider, he cer- 
tainly thought this conversation should have been 
restricted more closely to that subject. 

Mr. Ames observed, that there was not a single 
distillery of the kind referred to in Massachusetts, 
till after the excise law had been passed. They 
are at present numerous. It is strange that a ma- 
nufacture should thrive so extremely under op- 
pression, and that the more it was oppressed, the 
more it flourished. This statement, as to the dis- 
tilleries of Massachusetts, demonstrated that the 
whole arguments about the bad effects of an ex- 
cise were a mere delusion. The manufacturer is 
richer than he was before the excise was laid. 
Numerous objections had been advanced against 
it, from its ruinous consequences in another coun- 
try, arising out of the privileges of excisemen, 
and their right of entering the dwelling houses of 
all people, at the most unseasonable hours. Every 
precaution had been adopted by the American 
Legislature, that they could devise, to prevent 
inconvenience to the citizens of the United 
States; and it was not fair to argue from the 
abuses in another country, which did not exist 
in our own. 

The question was called for, and the resolution 
for an excise upon cider was rejected by a great 
majority. 

resolution was then laid on the table, for a 
duty of per ounce on all articles of silver, 
per cent.. —— ad valorem, on articles of 
plated ware manufactured in the United States. 
The question on this resolution was taken imme- 
diately and lost. 

On a motion by Mr. Sepewick, the Committee 
then rose, and the Chairman reported progress. 

After the report had been read by the Clerk, it 
was moved that the House consider the report of 
the Committee, and agreed to. 

On the resolution being put, as toa duty of three 
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cents per bushel upon salt, the House divided, and 
it was declared to be negatived by amajority of one 
vote. Several members insisted that there was a 
mistake in the numbering of the members, as one 
entleman had come into the House after the 
Seman had counted the votes in that part of the 
House where he sat. Several members, who had 
been in the majority, requested that the question 
might be taken over again, to avoid any thing like 
an advantage. At last, after a long conversation, 
it was agreed to take the vote of the House over 
again, when there appeared for the resolution of 
three cents per bushel on salt 41, against it 46. 

The resolution for taxing carriages was then 
read. It was moved to strike out the tax. 

Mr. S. Smirx opposed the tax. If it was to 
exist at all, it should be a tax on the making o} 
carriages, but this he did not approve either. 

Mr. Murray said, that he was sorry to differ in 
opinion from his colleague; but he thought the 
tax on pleasure carriages a good one, in our pre- 
sent necessities. His colleague thought it would 
have been more analogous to the other articles 
brought forward by the Committee, if the tax 
were designed to operate on carriages to be made 
in future; but he would remark, that the tax long 
since passed on all stills in the United States ope- 
rated as this was intended todo. He confessed 
that the terms in the Constitution, direct and indi- 
rect taxes, had never conveyed very distinct or 
definite ideas to his mind; yet it appeared, as if 
we were now called on to act under a clear per- 
ception of both modes. It was absolutely neces 
sary to get a very clear understanding of these 
terms. After all he had heard he still saw much 
confusion 1n the definitions. The idea which the 
Convention entertained in requiring the use ol 
the term direct tax to be apportioned agreeably 
to representation, must have been definite. ‘They 
must have annexed to these terms a mode of ope 
ration, sensible, just,and equal. The only species 
of direct tax, agreeably to the rule in the Const 
tution, must be a tax on all taxable property in 
the Union. When‘a deficiency of revenue occur- 
red, and a direct tax was thought of by Congress, 
he presumed the sum being ascertained, an appor- 
tionment would be made agreeably to the Consti- 
tutional rule, and each State, or the property o! 
each State, taxed up to its apportionment. As 
to a complete modification of this principle, he 
confessed he had not yet heard one suggested, and 
there would be a difficulty, he believed, in the 
attempt, that would long keep off direct taxation; 
at least, until public exigencies rose to a higher 
degree of necessity than at present existed. The 
motion to strike out this tax on coaches, is sup- 
ported by the position that it is a direct tax; and 
being so, must, if it be carried, be modified agree- 
ably to the rule in the Constitution. Either this 
position must be unfounded, or the Constitution 
must be construed to mean a mode of taxation 


unjust, unequal, and in its operation absurd. It 


this be a direct tax, you must apportion it. Con- 
necticut would have nearly as much tax on her 
as the State of Maryland, since she has but one 
less in representation. He was informed that in 
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the whole State of Connecticut there were but 


two coaches; thus then, the owner or owners of 


these two coaches would pay as large a sum as all 
the owners of coaches in Maryland would pay. 
The extreme inequality would show the injustice 
of such a tax, and of course the Constitution 
could not be construed to carry such a meaning; 
but he could not exactly see the difference between 
this principle cf a tax on a coach and that of a 
tax on astill, as far as a difference of the prin- 
ciples of taxation was drawn from the Constitu- 
tion. The still and the coach are things of use ; 
the argument that the tax on stills was an indirect 
one, would equally prove the tax on coaches such. 
It was a matter ah baton with the holder of both, 
to own them and to use them so as to draw back 
the tax, by making the use pay the tax in both 
cases. The spirit, if not consumed by the distil- 
ler, is paid by the consumer; and the coach, if 
hired, levies the tax on those who hire it. Where 
the division of labor and ingenuity is made, it is 
true that distilling is a distinet profession ; but in 
many parts of the country the farmer, who has 
an orchard, distils his own fruit, and if a man of 
extensive hospitality consumes the whole of what 
he makes, his still and his coach are in the same 
situation as far as either is an object of Constitu- 
tional taxation. The extreme hardship and in- 
justice that would attend the construction of the 
Constitution contended for, was convincing with 
him, that this tax could not be considered asa 
direct one. Ife believed the minds of gentlemen, 
who undertook to construe those indefinite terms 
direct and indirect taxes as referrible to coaches 
and stills, were confused by the substantial differ- 
ence that there appeared to be in the mode in 
which each was an instrument of ability ; but the 
difference in the mode in which each was instru- 
mental to profit or convenience, created no dis- 
tinction as to the class of taxes under which each 
or either of them was to be referred by the Con- 
stitution. Besides, coaches and all those splendid 
vehicles, were evidences of a certain degree of 
property, as the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Ames,] had justly remarked; and, in a mo- 
ment like this, when we are hunting through all 
the recesses of revenue which, at any time we had 
been accustomed to think of, it would be impolitic 
to tax the humble line of enjoyment and leave the 
more elevated one free. 

Mr. 8S. Smiru said, that there was a difference, 
and a very great one, between a tax on stills and 
one on coaches. He himself had stills; but he 
had made no use of them for some years, and of 
consequence, they costhim nothing. But he must 
pay for his coach, whether it stood in the yard all 
the year round or not. 

After a long debate on the nature of these taxes, 
the Committee rose, and reported the following 
resolutions to the House: 





“Ist. Resolved, That, from and after the day 
of next, there be levied, collected, and paid, upon 
the following articles imported into the United States, 
in ships or vessels of the United States, with an addi- 
tion of one-tenth per cent. on like articles imported in 
any other ships or vessels, the several duties hereinafter 
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mentioned, over and above the duties now paid, to be 
levied, collected, and paid, in the same manner, by the 
same officers, subject to the same penalties, and entitled 


to drawbacks, as the same articles are now subject and 
entitled to, viz: 


On boots, per pair, 25 cents. 

On shoes and slippers for men and women, and on 
clogs and goloshoes, per pair, 5 cents. 

On shoes and slippers for children, per pair, 3 cents. 

On millinery ready made, artificial flowers, feathers, 
and other ornaments for womens’ head dresses, and on 
dolls dressed and undressed, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and, generally, on all 
manufactures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, brass, 
or of which either of those metals is the article of chief 
value, not being otherwise particularly enumerated, 
(brass and iron wire, locks, hinges, hoes, anvils, and 
vices, excepted,) 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On carpets and carpeting, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On leather tanned or tawed, and, generally, all manu- 
factures of leather, or of which leather is the article of 
chief value, not particularly otherwise enumerated, 5 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly used in 
dying; on mats and floor-cloths ; on hats, caps, and 
bonnets, of every sort, for women; on gloves, mittens, 
stockings, fans, buttons of every kind, buckles (shoe and 
knee,) 5 per cent. ad valoren:. 

On sheathing and cartridge paper, 5 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

On all powders, pastes, balls, balsams, ointments, 
oils, waters, washes, tinctures, essences, or other pre- 
parations or compositions commonly called sweet scents 
or odours, perfumes or cosmetics, and on all dentifrices, 
powders, or preparations for the teeth or gums, 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On gold, silver, or plated wares, gold and silver lace, 


jewelry, and paste work, clocks and watches, and the 


parts of either, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On groceries, to wit: cinnamon, cloves, mace, nut- 
megs, ginger, anniseed, currants, dates, prunes, raisins, 
sugar candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and, generally, all 
fruits and comfits, olives, capers, pickles of every sort, 
oil, and mustard in flour, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, or other stone ; on bricks, tiles, 
tables, mortars, and other stone, and, generally, all stone 
and earthenware, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On cabinet wares, and all manufactures of wood, or 
of which wood is the material of chief value, 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On carriages, and parts of carriages, 44 per cent. 

On all manufactures of cotton or linen, or of muslin ; 
of cotton and linen, or of which cotton or linen is the 
material of chief value, being printed, stained, or co- 
lored, 24 per cent. 

On all goods, wares, and merchandise, which now 
pay a duty of 74 per cent. an addition of 4 per cent. 

On coffee, per pound, 1 cent. 

On cocoa, per pound, 2 cents. 

On cheese, per pound, 3 cents. 

On the tonnage of ships or vessels of the United 
States, employed in foreign trade, 6 cents per ton. 

On all foreign ships or vessels, 25 cents per ton. 

“2d. Resolved, That after the ——— day of 
every person keeping a carriage, for the conveying of 
persons for their own use, shall notify the same at some 
office, which may be designated for the purpose, and 
shall pay, annually : 

For a coach, $10. 

For a chariot, $8. 
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For any other four wheeled carriage, $6. 
For a chaise, or other two wheeled carriage, $2. 


“3d. Resolved, That, after the ——— day of ——— 
there be paid the following stamp duties ; 

Letters patent, issued under the authority of the 
United States, $2. 

Exemplification thereof, $1. 

Licences, or certificates of admission, of solicitors, 
attorneys, advocates, and proctors, in the Courts of the 
United States, $5. 

Exemplification under the seals of the Courts, 50 
cents. 

Affidavits and affirmations, except those before the offi- 
cers of the public revenue, those relative to suits pend- 
ing in Courts, to be used therein, and those relative to 
criminal proceedings, 10 cents. 

Deeds, except those otherwise particularly rated, 25 
cents. 

Charter parties, $1. 

Bottomry and respondentia bonds, $1. 

Apprentices’ indentures, 15 cents. 

Certificates of debentures for drawbacks, 20 cents. 

Bills of lading, coastwise, except for vessels going 
from one district to another, within the same State, 10 
cents. 

Ditto, foreign, 20 cents. 

Inventories of the effects of deceased persons, or for 
other purpose prescribed by law, except in cases of 
goods distrained, or in compliance of any agreement 
between two or more persons, 10 cents. 

Bonds for the security of money, when the sum is 
above fifty, and not exceeding one hundred dollars, 20 
cents. 

Above 100, and not exceeding 500, 25 cents. 

Above 500 and not exceeding 1,000, 30 cents. 

Above 1,000, 40 cents. 

Receipts for legacies, or shares of personal estate, in 
cases of intestates, where the sum is above 50, and not 
exceeding $100, 25 cents. 

More than 100, and not exceeding 500, 50 cents. 

For every further sum above 500, $1. 

Not to extend to wives, children, or grandchildren. 

Notarial acts, 25 cents. 

On every transfer of the stock the United States, 
at the rate of 5 cents for every $100. 

On every transfer of bank stock, as well of the 
United States, as those established under the authority 
of the individual States, at the rate of 5 cents for every 
$100. 

Letters of attorney, 25 cents. 

Policies of insurance— 

From one district to another, in the United States, 
20 cents. 

To and from the United States to any foreign coun- 
try, for any sum exceeding $500, 25 cents. 

For every further sum, more than 500, 25 cents. 

For every sum of 2,000, or upwards, $1. 

Probates of wills, and letters of administration, 50 
cents. 


“4th. Hesolved, That, after the day of 
there shall be paid, on all sales at auction, (except in 
the cases of property sold upon execution, or by virtue 
of distress for rent or tax, or in consequence of bank- 
ruptcies, and legal insolvencies, or where there have 
been general assignments for the benetit of creditors, or 
in cases where ships and goods have been stranded or 
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“ 5th. Resolved, That, after the day of — 
there shall be paid, upon all tobacco manufactured jy 
the United States, cents per pound. On all snuff. 
cents per pound. 

“ That every manufacturer of tobacco or snuff, shall. 
on or before the day of make entry, with the 
officer of inspection of the district in which he resides, 
of the house or building, in which the manufacture js 
carried on; and shall enter into bond, with sufficient 
surety, to render a faithful account, every three months, 
of the quantity of tobacco or snuff sold or sent out, 
within that period. 

“ That, previous to taking in any tobacco, for the pur- 
pose of being manufactured, he shall notify the saime 
to the office of inspection, and shall keep a book, in 
which shall be entered daily, the quantity of tobacco o; 
snuff, sold or sent out in each day. 

“6th. Resolved, That there be laid an additional 
duty of cents per pound upon all tobacco, —— 
cents per pound on all snuff, and cents per pound 
on all refined sugar, imported into the United States, 
after the day of 

“7th. Resolved, That, after the day of —~ 
there be paid, on all sugars refined within the United 
States, two cents per pound. 

“8th. Resolved, That, after the day of —— 
every person, selling distilled spirits or wines, for con- 
sumption, out of their own dwellings; distilled spirits, 
in less quantity than twenty gallons ; wines, in less 
quantity than thirty gallons, except in the original cask 
or package, in which they were imported, shall take out 
licenses to authorize the sale of such distilled spirits and 
wines, and shall pay, annually : 

For a license to sell all foreign distilled spirits, 85. 

For a license to sell all wines, $5.” 
































In the House a motion was made to amend 
the report of the Committee, by striking out th 
second resolution, in the words following, to wit: 

“ Resolved, 'That, after the day of ——— every 
person keeping a carriage, for the conveying of persons 
for their own use, shall notify the same at some office, 
which may be designated for the purpose, and shall pay, 
annually : 

“ Por a coach, $10. 

“For a chariot, $8. 

“For any other four wheeled carriage, $6. 

“Fora chaise, or other two wheeled carriage, $2.” 

And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 34, nays 54, as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount: 





| Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark: 


Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn: 
George Dent, William Findley, William B. Giles, Alex- 
ander Gillon, Andrew Gregg, Carter B. Harrison, John 
Heath, Daniel Heister, William Hindman, Nathanie! 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Andrew 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony 
New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pick- 


-ens, Francis Preston, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Samue! 
| Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, and Fran- 


cis Walker. 

Nays.—Messrs. Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, 
John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Ben- 
jamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, 


wrecked, or in cases of sales by executors or adminis-| Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert. 
trators, or of produce sold upon the land where it is} James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Ben- 


produced) at the rate of one per cent. 


jamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup 
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William Barry Grove, James Hillhouse, John Hunter, 
William Irvine, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Rich- 
ard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Fran- 
cis Malbone, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
William Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, ‘Thomas Scott, 
Theodore Sedgwick, John 8S. Sherbourne, Jeremiah 
Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Tal- 
bot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, John Watts, Ben- 
jamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 
An adjournment was then called for, and car- 
ried. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to erect a light-house on the headland of Cape 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Ocracock Island, 
in the State of North Carolina,” with the amend- 
ments agreed to yesterday, was read the third 
time and passed. 

Mr. 8. Smiru presented a memorial from cer- | 
tain citizens of Baltimore. They recited the hard- 
ships which they had suffered from the British 
ships of war in the West Indies. They declared 
that the amended instructions from the Court of 
London, of the 8th of January, had been found by 
experience injurious and delusive. They trusted 
that Congress would secure the indemnification 
of their losses. They recommended a prolonga- 
tion of the Embargo. Ordered to lie. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled | 
“An act supplementary to ‘An act to provide for the | 


‘THurspay, May 8. | 


defence of certain ports and harbors in the United 
States ;” and, the same being read, was agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation 
of arms and ammunition, and encouraging the 
importation of the same ;” to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

THE EMBARGO. 

The resolution proposed by Mr. Swirr. for de- 
claring the Embargo to be at an end upon the | 
— day of , was then read. It was next 
moved to take it up for a second reading. 

Mr. Gives said that if there had been any rea- 
son for putting on the Embargo, he could see none 
that had since occurred for its being taken off. 
He recommended that the resolution might lie for 
a few days, till we should gain some further in- 
formation. 

Mr. Sepewick stated the great inconvenience 
to which the United States had been put, in con- 
sequence of this measure, and the propriety of an 
early discussion of the subject. 

Mr. 8. Smrrn was for a continuation of the 
Embargo. Excepting at Antigua, the ships of 
this country are seized as fast as ever; they were 
condemning at Jamaica on the Ist of April. Sixty 
American vessels were making their escape from 
Port au Prince, and were seized all together by 
the British. Jervis continues in the same style of 
conduct as the others did. It is better to keep our 
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vessels at home than to let them go abroad and 
be taken. The ravages of the British had not 
been relaxed; and the Embargo should be kept 
on till the ships could navigate with safety ; other 
nations have armaments at sea to protect them, 
but we have none ; so the only resource is to keep 
our ships at home. 

Mr. W. Situ said that it would be improper 
to take off the Embargo, as to vessels for the West 
Indies. But, in regard to others, he thought that 
they might be suffered to go. 

Mr. Gites said that, from what he had heard, 
(referring, perhaps, to what had fallen irom Mr. 
S. Smirn,) he was more than ever convinced of 
the impropriety of discontinuing the Embargo. 
We had sent an agent to the West Indies. It 
would be wrong to take off the Embargo till we 
had at least some intelligence from him. 

Mr. Firzstmons recommended a delay of a few 
days, till we should hear from some quarter fur- 
ther on the matter. 

Mr. Lyman was sorry that the resolution had 
been laid on the table. It would lead to an idea 
that the Embargo was to be taken off, and of this 
he had no conception. 

Mr. Heisrer was of opinion that the Embargo 
subject should be taken up at a very early or 
He saw no reason why it should be delayed at all. 
The question should be decided in sufficient time 
to let intelligence be conveyed to the extremities 
of the Union, by the common way, without the 
expense of sending expresses. It required thirteen 
days to send notice to Georgia; and if people did 
not receive positive notice that it was to continue, 
they would consider it as laid aside. 

Mr. Hit_uovse, Mr. Bourne, and Mr. Kirrera, 
spoke each a few words. Mr. Tracy ended the 
conversation, by observing that the whole day 
would be spent in talking whether or not this 
subject should be taken up. This was mere 
trifling; put it to a vote at once. 

The question was put, and the resolution was 
deterred. 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported yesterday from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, to whom was referred 
the report of the Committee of Ways and Means: 
Whereupon, a motion being made and seconded 
to amend the report of the committee, by striking 
out the third resolution, in the words following, 
to wit: 

Resolved, That, after the 
paid the following stamp duties : 

Letters patent, issued under the authority of the 
United States, $2. 

Exemplification thereof, $1. 

Licenses, or certificates of admission, of solicitors, at- 
torneys, advocates, and proctors, in the Courts of the 
United States, $5. 

Exemplification, under the seals of the Courts, 50 
cents. 

Affidavits and affirmations, except those before the 
officers of the public revenue, those relative to suits 
pending in Courts, to be used therein, and those rela- 
tive to criminal proceedings, 10 cents. 
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Deeds, except those otherwise particularly rated, 25 
cents. 

Charter parties, $1. 

Bottomry and respondentia bonds, $1. 

Apprentices’ indentures, 15 cents. 

Certificates of debentures for drawbacks, 20 cents. 

Bills of lading, coastwise, except for vessels going 
from one district to another, within the same State, 10 
cents. 

Ditto, foreign, 20 cents. 

Inventories of the effects of deceased persons, or for 
any other purpose prescribed by law, except in cases of 
goods distrained, or in compliance of any agreement 
between two or more persons, 10 cents. 

Bonds for the security of money, when the sum is 
above $50, and not exceeding $100, 20 cents. 

Above $100, and not exceeding $500, 25 cents. 

Above $500, and not exceeding $1,000, 30 cents. 

Above $1,000, 40 cents. 

Receipts for legacies, or shares of personal estate, in 
cases of intestates, where the sum is above $50, and 
not exceeding $100, 25 cents. 

More than $100, and not exceeding $500, 50 cents. 

For every sum above $500, $1. 

Not to extend to wives, children, or grandchildren : 

Notarial acts, 25 cents. 

On every transfer of the stock of the United States, 
at.the rate of 5 cents for every $100. 

On every transfer of Bank stock, as well of the United 
States as those established under the authority of the 
individual States, at the rate of 5 cents for every $100. 

Letters of attorney, 25 cents. 

Policies of insurance : 

From one district to another, in the United States, 
20 cents. 

To and from the United States to any foreign coun- 
try, for any sum exceeding $500, 25 cents. 

For every further sum more than $500, 25 cents. 

For every sum of $2,000 or upwards, $1. 

Probates of wills and letters of administration, 50 
cents. 

Mr. Smirn, of South Carolina, observed that, 
in the present situation of our affairs, very con- 
siderable additional revenues were necessary for 
the support of Government, and to defray the ex- 
penses which had been, or were likely to be, in- 
curred this session. He stated that the actual 
probable appropriations for the current year would 
amount to the sum of $7,694.217, while the reve- 
nues to meet them would not exceed the sum of 
$5,318,584—leaving a deficit of $2,375,633. But, 
as one of the items in the expenditures—viz: the 
million for foreign intercourse—would probably 
not be wanted, or, if wanted, might perhaps be 
borrowed, the committee had only stated the inter- 
est on that sum, namely, $60,000, which there- 
fore left to be provided this session the sum of 
$1,435,633; and he was clearly of opinion that 
Congress ought not to rise until they had provided 
that sum. He was within bounds when be stated 
that sum as sufficient; for, if the million above 
alluded to (and which was destined for an object 
which the philanthropy of every member would 
urge the employment of, if practicable) should be 
wanted, and there should be any difficulty in bor- 
rowing it, (an event not impossible,) the House 
would regret the neglect of so interesting an ob- 
ject. The committee, however, calculating on 
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the peennasiay of the whole of that sum being 
called for, and on the prospect of a Loan, and un- 
willing to impose any further burdens than were 
absolutely essential, had ventured to depend on 
the interest alone, though it might have been more 
expedient to have provided for a part of the prin- 
cipal. Mr. 8. said that, in the report, the sum of 
$650,000 was stated as for contingent expenses 
which might or might not be incurred. Since 
the report had been made, a law had actually 
passed for augmenting the Military Establishment, 
by an addition of a corps of artillerists and engi- 
neers, for garrisoning the fortifications, the ex- 
penses of which he estimated at $170,000; an- 
other law had passed authorizing the Presipenr 
to call into service eighty thousand militia; al- 
though this last was a contingent expense, yet, as 
the Presipent was authorized to incur it, a pro- 
vision ought to be made for discharging it. This 
was estimated at $150,000; the only item, then, 
remaining under the head of contingencies was 
the provisional force. It was probable this might 
not be wanted; it would rest with the House to 
determine whether the present crisis did not re- 
quire such a measure, and, in that event, whether 
provision ought not now to be made to carry it 
into execution. He confessed he was among those 
who thought that a vigorous preparation for wai 
was one of the best means to avert it; atall events, 
if it was the design of any nation to force us into 
it, we ought to be prepared for it, both as to mili- 
tary strength and pecuniary resources. Adinit 
ting, however, that this measure was not contem- 
plated, it only produced a reduction of $330,000 
from the sum total of appropriations, and would 
still leave a deficit in our ways and means ol 
$1,105,633. Mr. S. observed that the appropria- 
tions of the current year would exceed those ot 
any former year by upwards of two millions and 
a half of dollars. The several items which ocea 
sioned that excess were as follows: 
Building and equipping six frigates - = $700,000 
Fortifications of ports and harbors = - — 300,000) 
Building additional arsenals and pur- 

chase of military stores - - 350,000 
Appropriation for foreign intercourse - — 1,000,000 
Corps of artillerists and engineers = - —1 70,000 
Expenses of militia - . - 150,000 


2.670.000 


Deducting the expenses of the militia, which 
was a war expense, still there remained the sum 
of $2,520,000 as an excess beyond any former ex- 
penses for our peace establishment, for there was 
not an item of expense in the foregoing statement 
which would not, or might not, be incurred, even 
if peace should continue. It was a fortunate cir- 
cumstance, at this moment of publie exigency. 
that the national Treasury was in possession of a 
surplus, arising from the revenues of former years. 
which surpassed our most sanguine expectations. 
This surplus amounted to the important sum of 
$1,618,584. and was a most satisfactory evidence 
of the growing productiveness of our revenues in 
times of peace and tranquility; and, while 1! 
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helped to enable us to face the increased expendi- 
tures of the country, it taught us to cherish that 
state of things which was productive of such na- 
tional blessings. But we could not flatter our- 
selves that the revenues of this year would be as 
productive as those of the preceding year; many 
circumstances would contribute to diminish them 
considerably, even if peace should not be inter- 
rupted; the very prospect of a war would cause 
a diminution of exports from Great Britain to the 
United States, and at the same time a diminution 
of consumption among ourselves. Prudent men, 
apprehensive of war, would retrench their ex- 
penses, in order to meet the diminution of their 
incomes, and to be better able to contribute their 
quotas to the public Treasury. The measures 
which have been discussed in Congress relative 
to a sequestration of British debts, and a suspen- 
sion of all commercial intercourse, would, by de- 
stroying that confidence which has heretofore ex- 
isted, unquestionably diminish our importations 
from that country, which principally furnishes 
them. ‘To these circumstances might be added 
the derangements occasioned to the commerce of 
this port by the unfortunate epidemic of last Sum- 
mer, to that of all the ports by the present Em- 
bargo, by the extensiye spoliations committed on 
our vessels by the belligerent Powers, and the in- 
terruption occasioned by the Algerines to our com- 
merce with the South of Europe. The Com- 
mittee, taking all these considerations into view, 
had calculated on a defaleation in the revenue, 
arising from impost and tonnage for this year, of 
$1,300,000, and had estimated it at only $3,300,000; 
whereas that of 1793 produced $4,600,000. It had 
been proposed that, in lieu of these stamp duties, 
the duties of impost should be increased on all 
articles which now pay a duty of seven and a half 
per cent. ad valorem to ten per cent., besides the 
increased rates of duties on the enumerated arti- 
cles. It was not a little surprising (he observed) 
that gentlemen who, a few days ago, predicted an 
approaching war, whereby our existing revenue 
arising from impost would be almost annihilated, 
should now not only count upon the continuance 
of that revenue, but should expect further aid from 
that source; or that those who are urging a sus- 
pension of commercial intercourse should rely 
upon commerce altogether for revenue. He was 
decidedly of opinion that commerce was already 
sufficiently burdened, and that it would be as un- 
just as impolitie to add to the burden. We ought 
not to rely upon the proposed duties on the enu- 
merated articles which, with the proposed increase 
of tonnage, constituted an item of near $400,000. 
This he considered, under present circumstances, 
a very precarious resource. With respect to the 
other new sources of revenue, being untried, they 
were uncertain; the House possessed no data by 
which any accurate estimate could be made of 
their product. Under all these circumstances, 
while, on the one hand, the existing revenues 
would fall short of those of former years, and the 
new revenues were either precarious or uncertain 
as to their amount, and, on the other hand, our 
expenses were necessarily much increased, and 
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were likely to be still further increased, he was 
confident the House would be sensible of the pro- 
priety of negativing the motion. He was ready 
to admit that there would be some difficulty in 
carrying the tax into execution; but these diffi- 
culties were inseparable from the very nature of 
taxation. It required little ingenuity to discover 
them, and to apply to them all the common-place 
topics which were resorted to on these occasions. 
But he thought that, if the gentlemen would em- 
ploy their ingenuity and inventive faculties in dis- 
covering such revenues as would enable the Go- 
vernment to face the present exigencies, they 
would render more service to their country than 
by embarrassing with objections, which were 
equally applicable to almost every species of im- 
position. 

Mr. Gitton said: When this matter was under 
debate last, I offered a few remarks, with the mere 
view to obtain the information that seemed to be 
wanted. How far we have been gratified by the 
gentleman who dwelt much on this mode of tax- 
ation, the House must know; for, instead of pro- 
ducing the calculations required, observations were 
made that were as little convincing as they were 
pleasing. I do not think that my few remarks 
merited the replies which they met with, from 
three gentlemen in particular; but, as they have 
condescended to pay some attention to them, | 
was about to follow up their mode of politeness, 
and not leave their remarks unnoticed, when my 
colleague moved for an adjournment. I will try 
to recollect them, and shall first repeat what I then 
proposed, that the gentlemen who had been very 
attentive to the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means differed so much in their calculations 
and observations, that I was not altogether able 
to form an opinion. Some observed that the re- 
port provided sufficient funds for a peace anda 
defensive establishment; others asserted that it 
did not. Some were for establishing funds by 
taxes for a war; others were not. It was urged, 
that, if there was sufficient for the present de- 
mand, why press for unnecessary and odious taxes ? 
Let us rather confine ourselves to peace taxes, 
than be making experiments on land taxes, direct 
taxes, or an excise. It has, on all sides, been 
agreed, that we had not leisure to qualify either 
of these three kinds of taxes; that we had better 
adhere to what was absolutely needful; go home 
and tell our constituents what we had done; but 
that, if a war ensued, they must prepare them- 
selves for taxes that were now looked up to as the 
proper funds for the expenses of a war. By this 
means. we should not only obtain their consent, 
but their aid, in qualifying them. And it was 
well known that war cannot be declared but by 
the consent of the Legislature; that the Presi- 
DENT, ever attentive to the interest of his country, 
would, if he foresaw that war was approaching, 
soon convene us; and that, whilst we declared 
war, we were at hand to devise the means of pur- 
suing it. 

[ could not agree with the gentleman who ob- 
served, what harm would it do to have a little 
surplus in our Treasury? It might be employed 
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in paying off the principal of the Funded Debt. 
I then remarked, that our citizens did not expect 
to be taxed for that yet. Because it was well 
known that many of the holders of these securi- 
ties had, as it were, already received a great part 
of the principal, by having bought the indents, at 
from two shillings to ten shillings in the pound. 
Thus, all which they had paid less for than twenty 
shillings in the pound was, as it were, so much 
received of the principal. . 

Now, in these few remarks, what was there to 
cause the replies thatI shall allude to? ‘The last 
observation could not be meant to any gentleman 
on this floor; for, it could not be possible that I 
should suppose that any member of Congress had 
been engaged with the speculators out of doors, 
who could not hire expresses nor pilot boats quick 
enough to conduct their plans. Far be such an 
idea from me. The past and the present mem- 
bers value their integrity too much to avail them- 
selves of aught that is interesting to themselves 
here. No, sir; 1 rather would suppose that every 
membe: entering these doors left his pecuniary 
interest behind him. Impressed with that opin- 
ion, how could I think to offend any gentleman 
on this floor, unless they mean to convince me 


that | am mistaken in that favorable opinion? If 


so, so be it. 

Sir, I am not apt to be wedded to opinions, but. 
if I was not fixed before, 1 am now riveted in my 
opinion, that this tax is not only unnecessary, but 
is thereby also more odious. The gentleman be- 
fore me, from Massachusetts, has, so far from an- 
swering my request on the Peace Establishment, 
entirely dwelt on the necessity and the propriety 
of a war tax. His volubility thereon proves to 
me that he is one of those who verily believe that 
there are already sufficient funds provided for all 
their engagements, else why not come forward 
with calculations and with proofs? Until he does 
that, sir, the censure he meant as to conjecture 
applies as fully to himself as to me, and his simi- 
lies are far from being applicable. For, has he 
come forward with any of the calculations, or has 
any one else done it? No. Surely, then, my ap- 
plication is proper, and his censure of conjecture 
is improper. The simile, shall a farmer wait to 
sow his wheat and his rye until he is hungry, or 
shall we wait to lay on taxes until there is a war, 
have no affinity but in the highly cultivated mind 
that begot them, and merit not attention even to 
expose them. 

Sir, you have done much. You have directed 
your harbors to be fortified, your army to be aug- 
mented, frigates to be built,arms and ammunition 
to be had,and you have already provided the 
means for completing these objects. You have 
done more. You, have made provision for the 
payment of a million of dollars, to be borrowed, 
and to sink part of the principal ; which loan is to 
be applied for the purposes of military preparation. 
You have sent a Minister Extraordinary to Eng- 
land, to negotiate in the matters that might cause 
an interruption of peace. 
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allies would not have been injured by it, I wil! 
be bold to say that we should have had no war 
and our suffering merchants would have had res- 
titution. Should a war ensue, our moderation 
and our torbearanee*will make us strong, because 
we shall be unanimous. That being the case, ou; 
resources will keep pace. 

Thus, sir, this gentleman, with all his conjec- 
tures and similes, has not flashed conviction to my 
mind that this tax is necessary. He has dwelt 
much on the majority binding the minority, and 
on his exercising his own judgment. He calls 
himself a representative for the majority. Can 
he be otherwise, whilst he represents all, which 
certainly includes both minority and majority ? 
Sir, | always did, and ever will, aver, that we are 
the servants, and the people are our masters, who 
have eraployed us to guard their rights, and that 
submission to their will, properly expressed, is ow 
duty. 

A very respectable number of citizens have aid- 
vanced their opinion on this excise, and many are 
averse to all excise taxes. We ask for proofs that 
any additional taxes are necessary. We obtain 
them not. Therefore, I say, that it is the wish ot 
all our constituents to lay no taxes but what are 
immediately necessary. 

Another gentleman, of the same State, made 
some reply to my remarks that the taxes on cards, 
coals, &e., introduced as additional aids to the 
other taxes, fell short, and were no object. Bui 
as that gentleman made no calculations thereon 
nor on any of the duties and taxes, I know not at 
what he aims, as he continued much on the strain 
of the gentleman before me. I therefore shal! 
now approach my colleague, who is for every tax 
that has been proposed, except the one on a trans 
fer of the public funds, and the additional duties 
on American tonnage. He, to be sure, has made 
some calculations about defending towns, abou! 
duties on cards, and on coals, &c. 

My colleague presses forward the present snuil 
and refined sugar taxes, and says that the one upon 
cards, to which I alluded, was trifling, an appe! 
lation that I should not have bestowed upon it, 
for it was that gentleman who proposed it. I! 
was he who first spoke of it to me, and surely hi 
did not mean me to support what was trifling. 
We all agreed that it ntl be productive. But 
sir, I think I can prove that a duty on cards is no! 
trifling, that it is equal, and that it is productive 
Is it a trifling thing to encourage American ma 
nufactures, to amuse ourselves with the raw ma- 
terials of America, to give our youths the oppor- 
tunity of learning to shuffle and cut, and play 
tricks with American materials? Will it bea 
trifling duty, when we know that most are fond 
of them? I know not how it may be in some 
States, but I well know how it is in ours. The 
games produced by cards are amusement for rich 
and poor, high and low. Both sexes amuse them- 
selves with these games. Thus they are an equal 
tax. Most people are fond of cards. The tax Is 


|not only an equal one, but none, I believe, will 


Then, sir, with all this, had we but continued | venture to say that it is not productive. If we 


the Embargo, with such exceptions as that our | knew what a tax on cards has produced, if we 
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knew the quantity of coals imported, then, and 
then only, can we know their probable amount in 
taxation. A gentleman from Virginia is the only 
member who brought forward some calculations, 
and he required information from the Chairman; 
but. sir, I wish to trouble him a little more. He 
says, sir, that. if this excise tax on tobacco, snuff, 
and sugar is struck out, there will be a deficiency 
of $210,000. I have often heard of that gentle- 
man’s abilities, his assiduity in calculations. But, 
sir, itis to be lamented that we have not before 
us the exact amount of each duty, each impost, 
each tax, and tonnage, for 1793, the idea of what 
each addition will now produce, and the amount 
of the Civil List, descriptive. Then we can col- 
lect the amount of 1794. Until that is produced, 
and the documents and information which I have 
demanded are laid before the House, I retain my 
opinion, and therefore will now lay on the table 
my calculations, founded on the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and asserting that, if 
their printed statement is right, | cannot be wrong ; 
but I hope my original view in this matter will 
be accomplished by my requests and calls on gen- 
tlemen to come forward with the exact state of 
our finances. This is what I have in view, and 
then I shall invite gentlemen to explanations on 
the lumping statements. 

To general support for 1794 - - $7,044,217 
Deduct the sum to be loaned for Fo- 


reign Intercourse = - - - 1,000,000 


6,044,217 
Balance as surplus for 1794 - - _ 3,035,451 
Total - - - - 9,079,668 





By estimation of the revenues to the 
end of the year 1794 ‘~ - - 
By additional duties and ton- 


$6,618,584 


nage . $992,500 
Deduct tobaeco and 
snuff - $190,000 


Loaf and lump sugar 50,000 
150,000 
By supplies of revenue for 1793 - 
By probable surplus of appropriation 
out of the revenues of 1793 - - 


Total ‘ ‘ : 


842,500 
1,118,584 


500,000 
9,079,668 


By balance of surplus - - - 3,035,451 





Exclusive of any surpluses similar to those of 
1793, and on the new additional duties— 
The supplies supposed to be wanted 

are, if the $1,000,000 be borrowed. 

the interest thereon, at six per cent. 


e.- - - . - $60,000 
If the addition to the Military Estab- 
lishment, provisional force, and ex- 
pense of the Militia is required, is - 650,000 
The supposed deduction on account of 
the imposts by interruption in com- 
merce, is - - - - 1,300,000 
Total - - - - 2,010,000 


ec 
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Balance J 5 3s ” 


3.035.451 
Supposed supplies and deficiencies - 2.010,000 
Leaves still a balance of - - 1,025,451 


That is, if the sums which | have taken from 
the printed report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in my hand be rightly calculated by them; 
if there are errors, I callon the Committee again 
to explain them, and, in particular, to explain that 
lumping sum of $6,618,554. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 35, nays 58, as follows: 

Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William 
J. Dawson, George Dent, William Findley, William 
B. Giles, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Carter 
B. Harrison, John Heath, Daniel Heister, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Ma- 
dison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony 
New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. 
Orr, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry Dearborn, Samuel 
Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Geodhue, James Gor- 
don, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, George Han- 
cock, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Hunt- 
er, William Irvine, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Mal- 
bone, William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, 
Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, John 8S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, 
Samuel Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas 
Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, and Richard Winn. 


And then the question being put, that the House 
do agree to the amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to the third clause of 
the said resolution, by adding to the proposed duty 
of * five dollars on licenses or certificates of ad- 
mission of solicitors, attorneys, advocates, and 
proctors,” the words “in the Courts of the United 
States :” it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 
64. nays 23, as follows: 

Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Isaac Coles, 
William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, 
Samuel Dexter, William Findley, Dwight Foster, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alex- 
ander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, 
Christopher Greenup, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, Daniel 
Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John 
Hunter, William Irvine, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learn- 
ed, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter 
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Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Jo- 
siah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, 
Jonathan Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham 
Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard 
Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Shearjashub Bourne, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Abraham Clark, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, 
John Wilkes Kittera, Francis Malbone, William Mont- 
gomery, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Smith, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and Artemas Ward. 


The other amendments to the said third resolu- 
tion were severally read and agreed to by the 
House. 

A motion was then made and seconded to amend 


Credit. 


the fifth resolution, by striking out so much thereof | 


as imposes a duty on all tobacco manufactured 
within the United States. And, on the question 
thereupon, it passed in the negative—yeas 41, nays 
45, as follows: 


Yeras.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac 


Coles, Willi J. y i | 
» William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, George | measures had yet been taken to express the sense 


Dent, William Findley, William B. Giles, Alexander 
Gillon, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samuel 
Griffin, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, Daniel Heis- 
ter, William Irvine, John Wilkes Kittera, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Fran- 
cis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John 
Smilie, Samuel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, Nicho- 
las Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, William 
Barry Grove, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John 
Hunter, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard 
Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, Francis Malbone, Alexan- 
der Mebane, William Montgomery, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, John 8. 
Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah 
Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, and Benja- 
min Williams. 


An adjournment was then called for and carried, 
and the House accordingly adjourned. 


Fripay, May 9. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accompa- 
nying his account of the receipts: and disburse- 
ments of public moneys, from the first of July to 
the thirty-first of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three, inclusive ; also, his pay- 
ments and receipts on account of the War Depart- 
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ment, from the first of January to the thirty-firs; 
of March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, inclusive ; which were read, and ordered i, 
lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed t 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills for determining 
the Northern boundary of the Territory ceded to 
the United States by the State of North Carolina: 
and that Mr. Wacker, Mr. Biounr, and M; 
Preston, be the said committee. 

The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled » A) 
act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation 
of arms and ammunition, and encouraging the in- 
portation of the same,” was read twice and com. 
mitted. 

PUBLIC CREDIT. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported on Wednesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House to whom was re- 
ferred the report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. The first resolution being under consider- 
ation— 

Mr. CLark moved, as an amendment, that over 
and above all other duties, there shall be laid on 
all goods, wares, and merchandise, the growth or 
manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, a duty of 
ten percent. Mr. C. complained that no adequate 


of the House, on the injuries committed by Britain 
towards the commerce of America. _ If, after this 
regulation took place, only one-half of the goods 
were imported from that country that were im 
ported before it, the ten per cent. of additional 
duty would be equal to the keeping up of the former 
revenue. The rich, whocould afford to buy such 
commodities, would pay the impost.  Thiose 
who could not buy them at the advanced price. 
would seek American manufactures, and this 
would give these manufactures additional encour 
agement. 

Mr. W. Smiru was against the motion. If there 
is to be a war with Eagland, it is not worth while 
to impose duties, as the trade will be at an end. It 
a peace is to follow, this motion will not advance 
it. So that, in either light, it is entirely supertiu- 
ous, and can answer no useful purpose. 

Mr. Sepewick appealed to the patriotism of the 
gentleman himself, that he could have no hopes 
of the amendment passing, but it would consume 
immense time in the discussion, and produce much 
irritation, without being of any service whatever. 
He was sure that the gentleman meant well, and 
he hoped that when he reflected on what had been 
just now suggested, he would withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Ciark did not know whether the amend- 
ment would pass or not. There was no certainty 
either way. He acted for the best. ' 

Mr. Gites. Much has been said about irritation. 
He, for his part, felt none; and if the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Sepewick] would re- 
strain his own passions, there was no fear of 1rrl- 
tation. Mr. G. hoped that the member had not 
forgotten the lesson delivered by himself yesterday. 
as to submission to a majority being an essential 
part in the character of a Republican. The gen 
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tleman, it was to be hoped, would likewise re- 
member the acknowledgments that he had made 
of his own fallibility ; and by keeping this in mind, 
he would be able to prevent irritation. It was 
curious enough, that this cry had always come 
first from that side of the House, who were them- 
selves most irritated. Mr. G. then proceeded to 
take a view of the probable consequences of the 
present amendment. He adhered to an idea of 
the advantages of diminishing our correspondence 
with Britain, as the best method of avoiding the 
contagion of her political corruptions. Mr. G. 
had heard much about negotiation. This was the 
universal cry of a certain description of people. 
An Envoy had been appointed to the Court of 
London to negotiate, and this measure seemed to 
imply an appeal to the generosity and magnanim- 
ity of the British nation. He had the greatest 
reliance on the purity ot intentions in this design; 


but appeals of this kind, Mr. G. considered as alto- | 


gether visionary. From the general result of what 
he said, the inference was, that it forms a perfect 
burlesque of common sense to draw any conclu- 
sions of British generosity. Whenever any mea- 
sure had been proposed, that went to support the 
dignity and independence of America, with regard 
to Britain, the common answer was, that this might 
give offence—it might irritate! Was this language 
becoming an independent nation? He trusted 
that, in future, we might deliberate upon our do- 
mestic arrangements without any apprehension of 
giving irritation. Mr. G. observed, that, in the 
Southern States, there was a very general dispo- 


sition to multiply domestic manufactures; and | 


that this spirit would effectually dissipate any sus- 
picion of inconvenience from the want of British 
manutactures. 


Mr. Tracy did not comprehend what the mem- | 


ber who spoke last meant, when he spoke about 
irritation. 
House, Mr. Cuark himself, when speaking of the 


Land Tax bill, had remarked how little time they | 
He would wish to know. in how | 


had to spare. 
short a time the member would be able to form a 
bill upon this subject, that could please even him- 
self 2 
Mr. T. proceeded: It would take the gentleman 
two years. 


he think that he can frame a proper bill on this 
subject in two hours? I venture to say, that he 


has not considered for two hours, nor, perhaps, for | 


two minutes, upon this subject, if he can make a 
bill that would satisfy even himself, in so short a 
time. 

Mr. Ames objected to the amendment. 

Mr. Firzstmons, Mr. Nicnouas, Mr. Dexter, 
and Mr. Mapison, also spoke. Mr. Frrzsimons 
had said, that there was a progressive diminution 
of trade with Britain, compared to the increase of 
American commerce with other nations. 

Mr. Mapison, thereupon, read a paper contain- 
ing a state of trade with Britain: 

In 1791, the exports from that country to America 
were to the value of - - - $19,502,070 
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In regard to the question before the | 


[Mr. Cuiark arose, and said “ Two hours.” | 


He is quick, and flies off, said Mr. T.., | 
but I appeal to his experience, as he has been in | 
public business, perhaps, before | was born. Does | 
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| Imports from America to Britain in 
the same time - - - - 5,511,843 
$13,990,227 
|Exportsin 1792 - - - - $19,711,369 
Imports : - - - - 4,798,848 





| 


$14,913,521 





| Mr. Ciark withdrew his motion. The same 
gentleman made a motion for an addition of one- 
fifth more than the present duties upon all wine, 
ardent spirits, and teas. The resolution was ne- 
gatived. 

A motion was then made and seconded, further 
to amend the first resolution, by striking out, in 
| the twenty-first clause, which imposes a duty on 
domestic tonnage, the words “ships or vessels of 
the United States, employed in foreign trade, six 
cents per ton.” 

And on the question thereupon, it was resolved 
in the affirmative—yeas 50, nays 37, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Gabriel Christie, Abra- 
|ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, 
Samuel Dexter, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alex- 
ander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Carter B. Harrison, James Hillhouse, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Wil- 
liam Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malbone, William 
Montgomery, William Vans Murray, John Nicholas, 
| John Page, Robert Rutherford, Theodore Sedgwick, 
John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Ze- 
phaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Jonathan 
Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Peter Van Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wads- 
| worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, Benjamin Wil- 


| liams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 
Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Jonathan 
| Dayton, George Dent, William Findley, Thomas Fitz- 
| simons, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, James Gor- 
don, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, William B. 
| Grove, George Hancock, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, 
| William Irvine, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander Mebane, 
Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Natha- 
niel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, Israel Smith, 
William Smith, Uriah Tracy, and Francis Walker. 
Another motion was then made and seconded. 
turther to amend the first resolution, and to in- 
crease the duty on foreign tonnage, by striking out 
| “twenty-five cents,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, 
| fifty cents.” 
And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 25, nays 61, as follows: 
Yras.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Benjamin 
Bourne, Abraham Clark, Henry Dearborn, Samuel 
Dexter, William B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, Daniel Heister, William 
Irvine, William Lyman, James Madison, John Page, 
Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John 
S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Fran- 
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cis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and 
Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Abraham Baldwin, John Beatty; Thomas 
Blount, Elias Boudinot, Lambert Cadwalader, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Jonathan 
Dayton, George Dent, William Findley, Thomas Fitz- 
simons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, 
Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, 
William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. 
Harrison, James Hillhouse, John Hunter, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Heary Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland 
Lee, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, Francis Mal- 
bone, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William 
Montgomery, Andrew Moore, William Vans Murray, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexan- 
der D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore 
Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Israel Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, 
Uriah Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham 
Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and 
John Watts. 


An adjournment was then called for, and car- 
ried. 


Saturpay, May 10. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Chairman of a meeting of the manufac- 
turers of the City of Philadelphia, covering cer- 
tain resolutions of the said meeting, expressive of 
their sense of the proposition now depending be- 
fore the House, for imposing an excise on certain 
domestic manufactures ; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the Message 
from the Presipent or tHe Unrrep Srares, of 
the 25th of March last, enclosing copies of two 
:etters from Fulwar Skipwith, Consul of the Unit- 
ed States at Martinique. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Presipent or THe Unrrep 
States be authorized and requested to direct the 
payment of all just expenses incurred by Fulwar 
Skipwith, in rilieving the wants and facilitating 
the return of the seamen belonging to the vessels 
of the said States, lately taken and condemned in 
the British West India islands, under orders from 
the British King; and that the said payment be 
made out of the fund provided for the intercourse 
with foreign nations. 

Ordered, That a billor bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Lex, 
Mr. Krrrera, and Mr. Pace, do prepare and bring 
in the same. 


PUBLIC CREDIT. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported on Wednesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House on the report of 
the Committee of Waysand Means. Whereupon, 
the first resolution being still under consideration, 
a motion was made and seconded, further to 
amend the same, by inserting, in the last clause, 
imposing a duty on the tonnage of foreign ships or 
vessels, the words “ British excepted ; and on Bri- 
tish ships or vessels, fifty cents per ton.” 
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And on the question thereupon, it passed in th» 
negative—yeas 24, nays 55, as follows: 

Yras.—Thomas Blount, Gabriel Christie, Thoma, 
Claiborne, William J. Dawson, William Findley, Wij. 
liam B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Christopher Greenup, 
Carter B. Harrison, William Lyman, James Madison. 
Joseph McDowell, Andrew Moore, Anthony New, John 
Page, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert Ruther. 
ford, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Abraham Venable 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Richard 
Winn. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, John Beatty, Elias Bou- 
dinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Abra- 
ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jo- 
nathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Jame, 
Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, George Han- 
cock, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hind- 
man, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa 
Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, Natha- 
niel Macon, Francis Malbone, Alexander Mebane, W’j!- 
liam Montgomery, Joseph Neville, John Nicholas, Alex- 
ander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, The- 
odore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Ze- 
phaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uria! 
Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan ‘Trumbull, John 
E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortland, Peter Van Ciaas- 
beck, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
Watts, and Joseph Winston. 


And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree to the said first resolution as 
amended, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The second resolution, as amended, was agai! 
read, and on the question put thereupon, agreed to 
by the House. 

The third resolution being under consideration. 
a motion was made and seconded, to amend th 
same, by striking out the sixth clause in the words 
following, to wit: “ Deeds, except those otherwise 
particularly rated, twenty-five cents.” 

And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 30, nays 44, as follows: 


Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
Claiborne, Isaac Coles, George Dent, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Carter B. Harrison, 
Daniel Heister, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Na- 
thaniel Macon, James Madison, Andrew Moore, Joseph 
Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D 
Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, ‘T'ho- 
mas Scott, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas ‘T'red- 
well, Philip Van Cortland, Francis Walker, Benjamin 
Williams, and Joseph Winston, 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Gabriel Christrie, Abra- 
ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit. 
William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, Samuel Dexter, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alexander Gillon, N1- 
cholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Jame> 
Gordon, George Hancock, James Hillhouse, William 
Hindman, John Hunter, William Irvine, Amasa 
Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, William 
Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Andrew Pickens, 
Theodore Sedgwick, John 8S. Sherburne, Jeremiah 
Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, 
George Thatcher, Uriah ‘Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, and John Watts. 
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And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree to the said third resolution as 
amended, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth re- 
solutions were again read, and on the question se- 
verally put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

A motion was then made and seconded, to amend 
the said report, by adding to the end thereof the 
following resolution, to wit : 

“ Resolved, That, after the day of 
allowed on exportation, a drawback of per pound 
on all tobacco ; per pound on all snuff; and 
per pound on all sugars manufactured in the United 
States; and that no drawback shall, from the said 
day of , be allowed on the exportation of any to- 
bacco, snuff, or loaf sugar, imported into the United 
States :” 

And on the question thereupon, it was resolved 
in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. WiL- 
uiAM Smiru, Mr. Bensamin Bourne, Mr. Grove, 
Mr. Orr, Mr. Mapison, Mr. BaLpwin, Mr. Curis- 
rie, Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Bouptnor, Mr. Wars, 
Mr. Tracy, Mr. IsrasL Smitru, Mr. Ames, Mr. 
Gitman, and Mr. Latimer, do prepare and bring 
in the same. 

Mr. Lex, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented, according to order, a bill providing for the 
yayment of certain expenses incurred by Fulwar 
Skipwith, on public account: which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. Jeremtan Wapsworrn, from the commit- 
tee to whom was referred the petition of Reuben 
Smith, for himself and Nathan Strong. made a 
report; which was read. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Collector for the District of 
New York be authorized to remit to Reuben 
Smith and Nathan Strong, owners of the ship 
James, of New York, the duties and imposts of 
tonnage, which may be incurred in consequence 
of the incompetent or invalid register of the said 
ship: Provided, They shall obtain, within one 
hundred and twenty days, a new register for the 
said ship, in the manner prescribed by law. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. JeremMian 
Wapsworts, Mr. Gitpert, and Mr. Foster. do 
prepare and bring in the same. 


, there be 























Monpay, May 12. 


An engrossed bill, providing for the payment of 
certain expenses incurred by Fulwar Skipwith, on 
public account, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. JeremiAnh Wapsworvrn, from the commit- 
tee appointed, presented a bill for the relief of 
Reuben Smith and Nathan Strong; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution: 


“Resolved, That the cession made by the State of 
New York, ofa piece of land at Montauk Point, upon 
the east end of Long Island, for the site of a light- 
house, is, and shall be deemed a good and sufficient 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


States’ Accounts. 


674 
[H.orR. 


cession of the jurisdiction thereof to the United States 
for the purpose for which it was designed ; and that it 
be, and is hereby, accepted as such, anything in any law 
to the contrary thereof, in anywise notwithstanding :” 

Ordered, That said motion, together with the 
copy of an exemplification of an act of the Legis- 
lature of New York, ceding to the United States 
the jurisdiction of certain lands on Montauk 
Point, communicated by a written Message from 
the Presipenr oF THE Unirep Srares, of the 
27th of February, 1793, be committed to Mr. Firz- 
simons, Mr. Bensamin Bourne. and Mr. Trep- 
WELL, 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Untrep Srates: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

of the House of Representatives : 


As the Letter which I forwarded to Congress on the 
15th day of April last, from the Minister Plenipotentia- 
ry of His Britannic Majesty, to the Secretary of State, 
in answer to a Memorial of our Minister in London, 
related to a very interesting subject, I thought it proper 
not to delay its communication. But, since that time, 
the Memorial itself has been received, in a letter from 
our Minister, and a reply has been made to that answer 
by the Secretary of State. Copies of them are, there- 
fore, now transmitted. 

[ also send the copy of a Letter from the Governor of 
Rhode Island, enclosing an Act of the Legislature of 
that State, empowering the United States to hold lands 
within the same, for the purpose of erecting fortifica- 
tions ; and certain papers concerning patents for the 
donation lands to the ancient settlers of Vincennes, 
upon the Wabash. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitren States, May 12, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
act in addition to the act for making further and 
more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States ;” to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 

STATES’ ACCOUNTS. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury fur- 
nish the Executives of the several States with a copy of 
the book marked A, deposited in the Treasury Depart- 
ment by the Commissioners who settled the accounts 
between the individual States and the United States :” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. Macon, Mr. Gi_pert, and Mr. Hittaouse. 

Mr. Macon then moved that a copy of a book 
in the Secretary of the Treasury’s office, marked 
E, should be transmitted to each of the States. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that if it was proper to 
raise discord and jealousy in the United States. 
and to feed them, then the motion was right; but 
if it was proper to keep the States in mutual har- 
mony, the motion was wrong. A gentleman had 
said that the contents of the book were so short, 
that he could make three copies of it in a day. 
Why, then, if he wanted copies, let him send his 
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clerk to the office of the Secretary of State, and 
get a dozen copies made at once. There was no- 
thing to hinder him from doing so. But why, to 
use the words of a great man, should the House 
belittle themselves by interposing in such a matter? 

Mr. VeNnaBLE said, that of all which he had 
ever heard, this sort of arguing was the most ex- 
traordinary. The book contained an account of 
the settlement of the debts due between the 
United States. By this statement, North Ca- 
rolina was largely debtor, and Massachusetts 
largely the creditor. Yet the members from the 
latter State refuse to let the former look into 
the matter. You, the debtors, have nothing to 
do with the mode of settling the account. We, 
the creditors, are satisfied that it is right. This 
appeared to be the substance of some of Mr. V.’s 
reasonings. 

Mr. Dayvon said that, in New Jersey, they 
wanted no such copy. The question was referred 
to a select committee, who are to make a report 
on the propriety of transmitting official copies of 
the book marked E to each of the fifteen United 
States. 

Mr. CLark complained that members did not 
attend punctually at ten in the morning, which 
made it necessary for the House to sit till three. 


THE EMBARGO. 


On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, | 


hat the present embargo be continued, and every re- 
gulation therein shall be in full force until the twenti- 
eth day of June next :” 

Mr. Parker observed, that, although he was 
much in favor of the Embargo when it was first 
enacted, yet, at the present time, he thought it 
would be improper to continue it. 

At that time, a system was formed by a majo- 
rity of the House, for carrying into effect mea- 
sures that might counteract the nefarious practices 
of the British Government on our commerce ; 
that the first object which presented itself to him 
was to lay an Embargo, in order that the large 
fleets and armies of the British in the West In- 
dies, who were there on a design to conquer the 
islands of our friends, and had committed robbe- 
ries on neutral property, that would disgrace a 
banditti of pirates ; and, in order that they should 


be deprived of the supplies which they might re- | 


quire, as well as to prevent the further capture of 
our vessels, and treating the American flag and 
citizens with insult and cruelty, I thought that 
would be the stepping-stone to other measures 
which were concerted to oppose the insults of our 
enemies, and doing justice to our citizens, whose 
property had been robbed and persons abused by 
British armed vessels; that this was to be fol- 
lowed by a bill which had passed the House of 
Representatives by a great majority for breaking 
off all commerce with Great Britain after Novem- 
ber next, and this was to be followed by an arresta- 
tion of British property, to reimburse our citizens 


ror the losses we had sustained; that, as the se- | 
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cond measure was rejected by the voice of the 
Vice Presipenr in Senate, which had broke, 
the chain ; and, as the Presipenr had appointed a 
pacific Envoy Extraordinary to the British Court. 
and as the fleets and armies of the British in th; 
West Indies, under Sir John Jervis and §)j, 
Charles Grey, had captured most of the Frene}, 
islands, he thought it would be improper to con 
tinue the Embargo, the more soas the Presipen;y. 
by slipping in and arresting the progress of th 
Representatives, no doubt, with a certain hope o/ 
the continuance of peace, and being responsib|; 
therefor, he deemed it best not to interfere, and tv 
give up every further prospect of hostility, unti! 
the event of the mission to Britain shall be known 

Another reason that operated very forcibly wit) 
him, was, that our French friends were much in 
want of provisions; and, as there was no prospect 
of discriminations in their favor, which he had 
wished for, he should give it as his opinion, that 
it would be improper to continue the Embargo 
after the 25th instant. 

From the commencement of the Administra 
tion of this Government, certain gentlemen, and 
particularly those of the Eastern States, had 
been charged with regulating their political con- 
duct by local considerations. They had disre- 
garded the interest of every part of the United 
States, but the particular districts of country from 
which they came. The charge was now re- 

| versed: those districts have suffered infinitely be 
yond their neighbors, by the effects of those mea 
sures of which we complain ; and, notwithstand- 
| ing all this, the Representatives of those districts 
| have all at once so totally changed, have becom 
| so tame, so torpid, as to be regardless of the inter 
|ests and sufferings of their immediate constitu 
-ents. Nor (said he) is this all; our kind Souther 
brethren have, from pure disinterested beneyo 
lence, and with a most acute sensibility, deter 
mined to procure for our constituents that redres 
to which we are indifferent. 
| It had been said, that the gentlemen who were 
|in favor of indemnification had opposed ever; 
measure of energy. They had, indeed, oppose: 
| certain measures to which they would give a very 
| different appellation. They had not only favored. 
but had been the authors of every measure of re 
spectable efficiency, as well in respect to force, a> 
the means of defraying the expenses which ou: 
situation had rendered it necessary should be in 
curred. He need not say who had opposed those 
measures. 

Mr. Fitzsimons hoped that the House would 
not agree to the resolution. He stated the numer- 
ous inconveniences which had arisen from th: 
measure already. The system of British conduc! 
was now altered. There were at present many 
ships detained in the harbors of the United States, 
that were cleared out before the Embargo wa 
laid. Their detention, as far as he could learn. 
was contrary to the common practice of nation 
in cases of that nature. 

Mr. W. Smirn said, that the reason why the 
Embargo had been laid on was. the piracies 0! 
Britain. The second orders of the Sth of January 
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last had produced no alteration for the better, in 
the conduct of her privateers. We had yet heard 
nothing from the agents despatched to the West 
Indies ; and we ought not to revoke the Embargo 
till some change of system, on the part of Britain, 
should warrant the measure; we knew nothing 
about the actual state of matters in the West In- 
dies. The newspapers were filled with stories of 
releasing American vessels in one island, and of 
capturing them in another. One captain had 
come to this port, and told a story to the editor of 
a newspaper. He then went to another publisher 
of a paper, and told a story quite opposite! The 
House could make nothing of such a farrago— 
such a jumble of contradictory reports. The pub- 
lie sentiment was against taking off the Embargo. 

Mr. WapsworTH was against the motion. It 
had been said that American ships did not arrive 
from the West Indies. They did arrive in great 
numbers, and as quickly as could be expected. 
From this he inferred that the ravages of British 
privateers had, in a great measure, ceased. Insur- 
ance at present is not higher than ten per cent. 
A million of bushels of salt will be wanted this 
season in the American States; and they will be 
a million of dollars dearer, if the Embargo is kept 
on, than if it is taken off. Mr. W. said, that he 
had got home all his importations for this year. 
He had nothing, therefore, to apprehend on his 
own account, from the continuance of the Embar- 
go. It was his firm opinion, and he could declare 
it upon his honor to be so, that, if the Embargo 
continued, the value of his own imports would 
rise one hundred per cent. He believed that salt 
would rise to three dollars a bushel. 

Mr. Nicnouas had approved of the Embargo 
when imposed; and he now hoped that it would 
be repealed by as great a majority as that which 
voted for laying it on. 

Mr. Gites recommended a discontinuance of 
the Embargo. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina had urged the public sentiment as a reason 
for keeping it on. He was glad to hear that the 
public sentiment was an argument in that House 
for the adoption of measures ; and he was particu- 
larly highly pleased that this respect for the pub- 
lic sentiment had now come from the quarter 
from which it was at present announced. He 
hinted that the gentleman [Mr. W. Smrru] had 
not always paid an equal deference to public sen- 
timent. He was for the Embargo being taken off, 
because he understood that France would suffer 
considerably by its continuance; because it would 
materially affect the American farmers; and be- 
cause, as the danger was now more fully known, 
merchants would beware of the danger, and pro- 
vide more or less for their individual security. 
Farmers in the United States had entered into 
contracts of various kinds. For the discharge of 
these, they depended on the sale of their crops. 
He was originally for the measure, which had an- 
swered many good purposes, by preventing Ame- 
rican vessels from falling into the hands of Bri- 
tish privateers. He was likewise for it, as con- 
nected with a system of other measures. [Mr. G, 
alluded to the sequestration of British property, 
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&c.] These measures had been laid aside ; and 
therefore, he would now likewise be for laying 
this aside. ’ 

Mr. Dayron said, that he had been in favor of 
laying the Embargo, both in the first month and in 
the second month of its continuance ; but he should 
now be opposed to the proposition on the table, 
and against extending the Embargo beyond the 
25th of this month, when the present one would 
expire. He would not be understood to found any 
part of his conduct upon a belief that there was a 
returning sense of justice in the Government of 
Great Britain, or that there nad been any material 
change in the predatory system. He lamented 
that any of those who were on the same side 
should have entertained such a belief, and espe- 
cially that they should have mentioned it as an 
argument against the motion. Where, he asked, 
was the proof that the instructions of the 8th of 
January had effected a change favorable to this 
country in the conduct of that nation? If there 
was such a change, as some gentlemen asserted, 
where were the two or three hundred American 
vessels that have been captured and carried into 
the British West India islands? If we look for 
them in our ports, they are not to be found. It is 
true, that now and then a solitary vessel enters 
into our harbors, escaped from British depreda- 
tion: but you would hear the seamen who ar- 
rived felicitating one another almost as much as if 
they had escaped from the clutches of pirates. He 
said that those instructions might make them 
more complacent highwaymen, but still they 
would be highwaymen. They might practise a 
little more of the solemn mockery of judicial pro- 
cess; they might be a little more observant of 
forms; but they had since continued, and would 
probably continue to rob us. He mentioned those 
things to show that there were other considera- 
tions which influenced him. These were, that an 
Embargo would operate hereafter most unfavora- 
bly for ourselves, particularly our farmers, and for 
our allies, the French. Produce, he said, would 
certainly fall much lower, if we continued the 
Embargo longer than the 25th. Our farmers and 
planters depend upon the sale of that produce to 
pay their debts, or to purchase necessaries for their 
families ; and the resolution on the table would 
operate doubly hard for them, not only in lower- 
ing the value of the product of their farms, but by 
increasing the price of every foreign article whieh 
they would need to purchase from the merchants. 
The injury which its further continuance would 
occasion to our allies, the French, had great weight 
with him in opposing it. It could not be denied, 
that France was much more dependent upon this 
country for supplies of provisions, in her present 
arduous struggle, than any other nation, or than 
all others; and he inferred from thence, that there 
could not be a disposition in that House to extend 
a prohibition which should add to the sufferings 
of those who are fighting in the cause of liberty 
against the most powerful combination that was 
ever formed to crush it. 

Mr. Dexter was likewise for taking off the Em- 
bargo. It was become pretty evident that the 
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United States are not in immedine. danger of hoe. 
tilities. It was difficult to continue the Embargo 
till we could hear from Mr. Jay, which might re- 
quire six months. Farmers suffer as much ‘by the 
present restraint upon commerce as they would 
suffer by war. 

Mr. Ciark was for letting the Embargo die of 
itself. He did not think it quite fair for gentle- 
men all to speak upon one side of a question. 
There was another Embargo that Mr. C. wished 
to see taken off as soon as it could be done with 
ee. We have been embargoed’ in this 

ouse, said he, for six months, and “if we persist 
in this habit of making fine speeches upon every 
occasion, it will be a long time before this second 
Embargo can be taken off. 

Mr. Gunton desired that the matter might have 
a full discussion. He and his colleague from 
Charleston supported the motion by order of their 
constituents, 

Mr. Hunrer then laid on the table a letter sub- 
scribed by forty-eight of the merchants and other 
citizens of Charleston, who had suffered by the 
piracies of Britain, with a list of the ships thus 
taken, and an estimate of their value. The letter 
was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. GiLLon then proceeded to make a variety 
of remarks in support of the motion before the 
House. He apologized, if any part of what he 
had to say, should seem a digression, as the sub- 

ect was of so great an extent. Mr. G. said, that 

9g remembered, in that Assembly, in 1777, they 
had used to flatter themselves, that the Eastern 
States would build ships, and the Southern would 
supply them with cargoes; and they would mu- 
tually support the interest of each other. He re- 
gretted that this cordiality was not, on the pre- 
sent occasion, so ardent as could have been wished. 
As to Britain relaxing her outrages in the West 
Indies, the sole object “of that nation is gain, no 
matter by what means it could be obtained. Mr. 
G., to show the infamy of Britain in its proper 
light, quoted some passages from the letter of a 
captain in the West Indies, who had received the 
most unprovoked and the most horrible treatment 
from these miscreants. 

Mr. G. hoped that the Embargo would continue 
for a longer period than to the 25th of June, the 
term specified in the resolution. He recommended 
that the House should adjourn but for a short 
time, and continue the restriction till they sat 
again. It had been said, that this step seni in- 
jure our allies; that the price of imports would 
rise, while that of exports would fall. He would 
be one of the last men willing to distress our al- 
lies. He hoped that the Embargo might be re- 
stricted, so as to let the French import ‘from this 
country whatever they wanted in American bot- 
toms. This would promote our commerce, if 
gentlemen acquainted with that business consid- 
ered the measure as practicable. Reverting to 
the remarks of Mr. Wapsworrn, Mr. G. ob- 
served, that salt is at present only three shillings 
and six pence, or four shillings a bushel in Charles- 
ton. The price has fallen there, and it has not 
even risen at Philadelphia. He did not see much 
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dante of arise in atl: price of foreign articles 
here; merchant rare came at present “fre quently 
to this countr They encourage one another, a. 
sure of a ve 4 market ; and,as to the Embargo, 
they say that it cannot hold long. If the British 
depredations have ceased, .4 certainly i is NOt OWing 
to any change of principle inthem. Butour ships 
are kept safe at home in our harbors; their Bri- 
tish system changes with the course of events in 
Europe. No nation is more insolent in prosperity: 
none more humiliated in adversity. Mr. G. con. 
cluded by expressing a hope that some way mig) 
be contributed for keeping on an Embargo, with 
out injury to the farmers. If this could not b 
done, it must be taken off. 

Mr. Murray hoped that the resolution would 
not succeed. Indeed he thought, that a total re- 
fusal of its terms would consist tof our true policy. 
He said, he was among those who supported the 
first unsuccessful vote for an Embargo, and had in 
each following vote been for it. There were two 
reasons that had led him to think the Embargo a 
good measure, when it was laid, and continued 
the risk the American trade and seamen wer 
exposed to from that infamous course of depreda 
tion which followed the Orders of the 6th of No 
vember, and the evidence that flowed from that 
Order of an intention to involve this country in 
war. The depredation on our trade had been im 
mense; and the Embargo was not only defensibl 
as a good cautionary measure, to secure the sea- 
men and vessels of this country from violence, 
but by sh :tting out our vessels from the opportu- 
nity of being Tonger exposed to British depreda- 
tion, the occasions would be diminished that wouli 
bring up the irksome question, how far Govern 
ment is bound to indemnify citizens for losses sus- 
tained under a violation of the laws of nations! 
The same act under which the depredations had 
been committed, manifested a spirit ef hostility 
that betrayed the probability of war. He had be- 
lieved, when he voted for the Embargo, that ther 
was sometiing of system in the Nov ember 6th Or- 
der. He thought that Order was the first move- 
ment of a system of hostile operations, which some 
intermediate events had set aside: of this, the Or- 
der of the 8th January, and the subsequent dis- 

missal of the captured vessels, was evidenced. |! 
the depredations have ceased, and the vessels cap 
tured have been released, and if the probability 0! 
war be diminished, the leading motives that justi- 
fied so strong a measure had ceased to operate. 
There can be no doubt that vessels that have been 
taken have been released: the daily arrivals in 
various parts of the Union prove this. Had the 
chance of war continued in full force, the 
tinuance of the Embargo, as is designed by this 
resolution, though it stood on a prodigious sacri 
fice of present interest, would have been not onl) 
defensible, but perhaps essential. It would not 
only prove negatively a benefit in the preserva- 
tion of our shipping and seamen, but would ope 
rate, in the most sensible manner, as a withdrawal 
of supplies from the Power with whom hostilitie 
might be expected. This great sacrifice to policy 
he could not now believe to be necessary longer 
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than the term assigned by law—the 25th of this} bargo. Government had provided for that. The 
month. point, it is said, has been determined, that the West 
The reason why he had voted for the continu- | Indies depend on America for subsistence. He 
ance of the Embargo, though we had received in- | asserted, on the contrary, that this point was not 
telligence of the revocation of the obnoxious and | determined; and this revocation will prove to the 
shameful Order of 6th November, was, because he | world, that we are as eager to sell, as they are to 
had lost all confidence in the justice or wisdom of | buy. He hoped that there was a spirit in this 
those who issued it; as he thought the first unjust | country to stand the consequences of the mea- 
by premeditation, he had suspected the last as in-| sures. He next replied to the ironical applause 
sidious: however, this we know, that they have | bestowed upon him in a former part of this de- 
released our vessels. So very extensive were the | bate, by Mr. Gites, for his recently assumed re- 
influence of embargoes in this country, that no-| spect to the public sentiment. He said that it is 
thing but dire necessity could justify them; a| often very difficult to say what public sentiment 
country with small capital and yet of immense | is. The member himself had often opposed the 
export, and a great part of that export of a quality | public sentiment: he had opposed the arming of 
that could not endure the Summer’s heat. In such | frigates, and yet that was surely a popular mea- 
a moment as the present, where evidence of the | sure. At the same time, he lioped that no mem- 
opinions of the public was so contradictory, he | ber would vote for a measure that his judgment 
would endeavor to do what appeared to be the | condemns, because it is said to be a popular one; 
broad and general interest. There was, he be-|as this would reduce him to a mere puppet—a 
lieved, a field open to speculation by the doubt | machine. It had been said, that this Embargo 
entertained of this day’s decision: a variety of | should be taken off on account of France; but our 
Opposite interests of course were thus created, | vessels, if that obstacle is removed, will not go to 
and opinions and wishes might be expected out | France: they will go to the West Indies, where 
of doors from the different views of self-interest. | they can get thirty dollars a barrel for their flour, 
Those who had to purchase grain, for instance, | which they cannot get in France. 
calculating on the almost certain termination of | Mr. S.nextadverted to the other Embargo, upon 
the Embargo some time this Summer, and fore-| the members of the House, referred to by Mr. 
seeing great prices in foreign markets, might, if |CtLark. He hoped that public business would not 
they were actuated by selfish principles, wish to | be treated with levity, and that they would rise, 
see this resolution succeed. As the aspect of af-| when they found it convenient; but if the gentle- 
fairs had certainly considerably altered, and the } man was so very impatient to get home, he could 
reasons that led to the Embargo had so diminished | be very well spared by the House. 
as no longer to warrant either a dread of the cap- Mr. CiarK rose, and said a few words in reply. 
ture of our vessels or the apprehension of war.| Mr. Gites approved of the idea of Mr. G1LLon, 
(at least speedily.) he hoped the resolution would | as to the limiting the Embargo to the sailing of 
tail of success. vessels for the West Indies: and a resolution to 
Mr. BouptnoT asked what assurance we have, | this effect was .aid by the member on the table. 
that Britain will not play the same game over | Mr. G. thought this a proper discrimination, and, 
again that she has done already? Does not that | if it could be effected, the true ground that the 
new Order prohibit, as much as ever, American | House ought to take. As to what the farmers of 
vessels from carrying provisions to our West In- | America had suffered by the Embargo, Mr. G. be- 
dia Islands? As to the Republic of France, he | lieved that there was not a single planter in the 
could make great allowances for their situation; | district which he represented, who would not ra- 
but, after all, what apology could there be made | ther burn his wheat, and dance round the bonfire, 
for the starving of American sailors in French | than sell it to the West Indies to feed the British 
harbors? Is this proper?) These men, as Mr. B.|army. He would have brought forward a motion 
had been well informed, were at this moment a¢- | of this nature sooner, but he had not thought that 
tually starving, and in want of the common ne-|it would succeed, nor did he think yet that it 
cessaries of life. If the Embargo is taken off, this | would. It would however show his sentiments, 
must be done upon the principle that it ought | and he hoped the gentleman from South Carolina, 
never to have been laid on. We must expect, |[Mr. W. Smiru,]if he was anxious to support his 
that if our ships go back again to the West Indies, | reputation for consistency, would give his vote for 
they will be taken as formerly. He could wish | the resolution. 
to stand by the measure, since it had once been| The question being put, to amend the resolution, 
adopted, and let the West Indies see that we can | by inserting, after the word “continued,” the words 
starve them out; let them see that we can make “upon all vessels bound to the West Indies, Ber- 
them feel the effects of our measures. He did not | muda, or Nova Scotia:” it passed in the negative— 
wish to continue the Embargo one moment longer | yeas 34, nays 52, as follows: 
than public necessity requires; but to have made 
the merchants and farmers suffer as they have 
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Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, John 8. Sherburne’ 
John Smilie, Israel Smith, William Smith, Thomas T'red- 
well, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Ga- 
briel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Henry Dear- 
born, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Fos- 
ter, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, Ben- 
jamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, Samuel 
Griffin, William Barry Grove, James Hillhouse, William 
Hindman, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Joseph 
McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
William Vans Murray, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
John Page, Josiah Parker, Thomas Scott, Theodore 
Sedgwick, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George That- 
cher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van 
Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, and 
John Watts. 


And then the main question being taken, that 
the House do agree to the said resolution, it pass- 
ed in the negative—yeas 13, nays 73, as follows: 


Yras.—John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Lambert Cad- 
walader, George Dent, Alexander Gillon, Benjamin 
Goodhue, John Hunter, Francis Malbone, Joseph Ne- 
ville, John Page, William Smith, Artemas Ward, and 
Richard Winn. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 
ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, 
Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, Samuel Dexter, William Findley, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, 
Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, 
Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, 
George Hancock, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, 
William Hindman, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, William Vans Murray, Anthony New, John Ni- 
cholas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pick- 
ens, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedg- 
wick, John 8. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Francis Walker, John Watts, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, and Joseph Winston. 





Twuespay, May 13. 


An engrossed bill for the relief of Reuben Smith 
and Nathan Strong. was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
in addition to the ‘Act for making further and 
more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States.” was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. Wittiam Smirn, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill laying additional duties 
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on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Wa ker, from the committee appointed, 

resented a bill for determining the Northern 
Loontiary of the Territory ceded to the United 
States by the State of North Carolina; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act further to authorize the adjournment of Cir- 
cuit Courts,” to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 

Mr. Gorpon, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill granting relief to James Bell; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making provision for 
the payment of the interest on the balances due to 
certain States, upon the final settlement of the 
accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table, 





Wenpnespay, May 14. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled * An act 
further to authorize the adjournment of Circui: 
Courts,” was read three times, and passed. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee to whom was 
referred the Report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury on the petition of George Blanchard, in be- 
half of Edward Blanchard, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On a motion made and seconded, that the House 
do come to the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause 
to be delivered to the Senators and Representatives o! 
the State of South Carolina all the vouchers which 
were, by the agent of the said State, lodged with the 
Commissioners for settling the accounts between the 
United States and the several States, and since deposit- 
ed in the Treasury, and which have been required by 
the Legislature of South Carolina :” 


"Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. Ciark, Mr. Bensamin Bourne, and Mr. 
Hunrer. 

Mr. Lyman, from the committee appointed to 
select such parts of the confidential communica- 
tions received from the PresipEent oF THE UNITED 
Srares on the twenty-fourth of February last, as 
are proper to be made public, made a report: 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


BALANCES DUE CERTAIN STATES. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments, reported yesterday by the Committee of the 
Whole House, to the bill making provision for the 
payment of the interest on the balances due to 
certain States, upon the final settlement of the ac- 
counts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States, which lay on the table; and the 
said amendments being twice read at the Clerk’s 





to 


ED 


as 


1d- 
he 
he 

to 
sc 
di- 
the 


685 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


May, 1794.] 


table, were, on the question severally put there- 
upon, agreed to by the House. 

A motion was made and seconded further to 
amend the said bill, by adding to the end thereof 
the following section, to wit: 


“ And be it further enacted, That the balances re- 
ported by the said Commissioners, and carried to the 
debit of certain States, be, and the same are hereby, re- 
linquished :” 

And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 23, nays 58, as follows: 

Yeas.—Theoderus Bailey, Thomas Blount, William 
J. Dawson, Ezekie] Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, William 
Barry Grove, George Hancock, Henry Latimer, Mat- 
thew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alex- 
ander Mebane, William Smith, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
John Watts, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Jonathan 
Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dex- 
ter, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Fos- 
ter, William B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
man, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
Amasa Learned, William Lyman, James Madison, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, 
Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Ne- 
ville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
John Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, John 
Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, 
Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Abraham Venable, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Francis Walk- 
er, Artemas Ward, and Richard Winn. 


_ Another motion was then made, and the ques- 
tion being put farther to amend the said bill, by 
adding to the end thereof the following section, 
to wit: 


“And be it further enacted, That the payment of 


interest on the aforesaid balances, out of the said fund, 
shall cease and determine after the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight; and that, thereafter, 
the balances reported to be due by the said Commis- 
sioners from certain States, be appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the interest and principal of the balances due to 
the said States :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 27, nays 60, as 
follows: ; 

Yras.—Abraham Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Andrew Gregg, George Hancock, John Heath, 
Daniel Heister, James Madison, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, An- 
thony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah 
Parker, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, 
Abraham Venable, and Francis Walker. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alexander 
Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Good- 
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hue, James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 
Grove, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William 
Hindman, John Hunter, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learn- 
ed, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, Francis Malbone, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Vans Murray, 
Nathaniel Niles, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, 
John 8. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, 
Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Wins- 
ton. 

And on the question that the said bill, with the 
amendments agreed to, be engrossed, and read the 
third time, the previous question was called for by 
five members, to wit: 

“ Shall the main question, that the said bill with 
the amendments be engrossed, and read the third 
time,” be now put ? 

And on the previous question, “Shall the main 
question tg now put?” 

It was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 52, nays 
37, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, Thomas 
Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, William Hind- 
man, John Hunter, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
William Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malbone, 
William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Joseph 
Neville, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Josiah Parker, 
Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, 
John 8S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jona- 
than Trumbull, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, and Richard 
Winn. 

Nars.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, William Findley, Ezekiel Gilbert, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, 
Christopher Greenup, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Daniel Heister, Henry Latimer, Matthew 
Locke, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Anthony 
New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Robert Ruther- 
ford, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Silas Talbot, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Francis Walker, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, and 
Joseph Winston. 

And on the main question, that the said bill 
with the amendments be engrossed, and read the 
third time, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 
51, nays 36, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Samuel Griffin, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Hunter 
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Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, William Lyman, 
James Madison, Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, 
William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Joseph 
Neville, Nathaniel Niles, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pick- 
ens, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Abraham 
Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Ar- 
temas Ward, John Watts, and Richard Winn. 
Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, William Findley, Ezekiel Gilbert, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, 
Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, George Hancock, 
Daniel Heister, Henry Latimer, Matthew Locke, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, 
Peter Muhlenberg, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alex- 
ander D. Orr, John Page, Robert Rutherford, Thomas 
Scott, John Smilie, Silas Talbot, John E. Van Allen, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gassbeck, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 


A motion was then made, and the question 
being put, that the said bill with the angendments 
be read the third time on the first Montey of Oc- 
tober next, it passed in the negative—yeas 33, 
nays 53, as follows: 

Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Christopher 
Greenup, William B. Grove, George Hancock, Daniel 
Heister, Henry Latimer, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel 
Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, John Nicho- 
las, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Robert Rutherford, 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, and 
Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, 
Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas 
Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel 
Griffin, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, 
William Hindman, John Hunter, Amasa Learned, 
Richard Bland Lee, William Lyman, James Madison, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, William Vans 
Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pick- 
ens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sher- 
burne, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah 
Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
Watts, and Richard Winn. 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act for erecting a light-house on the Island of Se- 
guin, in the District of Maine,” with several 
amendments, to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. The Senate have also passed the 
bill, entitled “ An act providing for the payment 
of certain expenses incurred by Fulwar Skipwith 
on public account,” with several amendments, to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 
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The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed to the said bills; and, the same 
being severally read, were agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the amendatory report of 
the committee to whom was recommitted the re- 
port on the memorial of Arthur St. Clair; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said report 
under consideration, and come to several resolu- 
tions thereupon ; which were severally twice read, 
and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be allowed to Arthur Si 
Clair, at the rate of dollars per day, for the 
time he was employed in going from New York 
to Pittsburg, and till his return to New York, be- 
tween November, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-seven, and February, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-eight. 

Resolved, That he be allowed at the rate of —— 
dollars per day for the time he was employed in 
holding a treaty with the Indians, commenced in 
June, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
eight; and that the time be computed from his 
commencing that business till the treaties were 
delivered to the Presipenr or tHE Unirep 
STATES. 

Resolved, That there be allowed, in the settle- 
ment of his account, two hundred dollars for a 
negro killed in the public service; also, the sum 
of two hundred and fifty dollars, advanced to Ma- 
jor Hamtramck; and that interest be allowed on 
his account. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought, in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Frrz- 
simons, Mr. Tuarcuer, and Mr. Hinpman, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 





Tuurspay, May 15. 


he House proceeded to consider the report o! 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Lewis Dubois: whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill to authorize the Comptroller of the 
Treasury to settle the accounts of Lewis Dubois, 
for his services in the line of the Army of the 
United States, similar to others of his rank, who 
were deranged in the service. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tatsot, Mr. Parker, and 
Mr. Grove, be a committee pursuant to the said 
resolution. 

Resolved, Thata select committee be appointed 
on the part of this House, to be joined by such 
committee as the Senate shall appoint, to consider 
and report what further business is necessary to 

| be done during the present session; and at what 
| time it will be proper to adjourn the same. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lyman, Mr. Ciark, and 
Mr. VenasLe, be appointed the committee on the 
part of the House. 

Mr. Ciark, from the committee to whom was 
referred the motion of the 14th instant, for the 
delivery of certain documents deposited with the 
late Board of Commissioners for settling the ac- 
counts between the United States and the indi- 
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vidual States to yee Simic and Hicpecoentittivis 
of the State of South Carolina, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to amend the act, 
entitled “ An act to enable the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line, on Continental Establish- 
ment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying North- 
west of the river Ohio, between the Little Miami 
and Sciota ;” and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose, and were discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill; and it was 
recommitted to Mr. Hearn, Mr. Nevitwe, and Mr. 
Orr. 

Mr. Macon, from the committee to whom was 
referred the motion of the twelfth instant, direct- 
ing the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the 
Executives of the several States with a copy of the 
book marked A, deposited in the Treasury De- 
partment, by the Commissioners for settling the 
accounts between the United States and the indi- 
vidual States; made a report, which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Firzstmons,from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to compensate Arthur St. Clair, 
which was twice read and committed. 


INDEMNITY FOR SPOLIATIONS 


Mr. Goopuue moved the following resolution : 


“ Whereas it is a primary object in the establishment 
of Civil Government, to protect the persons and pro- 
perty of its citizens, from the violence of nations as well 
as individuals; and whereas many of the citizens of 
the United States have suffered great losses, by spolia- 
tion made on their commerce, under the authority of 
Great Britain, in violation of the law of nations and the 
rights of neutrality, 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the United States will guarantee an 
indemnification to all such citizens of the United States, 
whose property may have been captured and confiscated, 
under the authority of Great Britain, in violation of the 
Law of Nations, and the rights of neutrality :” 





Mr. Goopuve moved that the resolution might 
be referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
which was seconded by Mr. Dexter. It was then 
moved, by way of amendment to the motion, by 
Mr. Dayron, to add these words, “to whom was 
referred the resolution for the sequestration of 
British debts :” to which Mr. Goopuve objected, 
because, he said, the subjects were distinct and 
separate in their nature and ought not to be com- 
bined. His resolution went only to establish the 
principle of indemnification, by guaranteeing it to 
the sufferers, leaving the fund from which it should 
be made (in case Great Britain should refuse to do 
us justice,) to a future consideration. That whe- 
ther British debts were sequestered or not, he said, 
the United States were bound to see that indem- 
nity was made to the merchants whose property 
had been kidnapped in a secret, clandestine man- 
ner, while pursuing a lawful trade, under the autho- 
rity of this Government and the Law of Nations, 
or to give them an opportunity of indemnifying 
themselves, by making reprisals. Thatit was we 
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know n there was great opposition to the seques- 
tration of British debts, and it was very doubtful 
whether such a measure would ever be adopted ; 

and if this resolution was to be referred to the 
same committee, and become connected with that, 
he should very much despair of ever getting any 
indemnification. That British debts were a very 
precarious and uncertain fund; and the idea of 
ever getting indemnification from that source, 
would operate asa delusion. That if sequestration, 
under any circumstances, could be proper, it was 
highly improper at this time, when an Envoy Ex- 
traordinary had just been despatched to Great 
Britain ; and more so, as we had discontinued the 
Embargo, which wou ld put all our remaining ves- 
sels in the power of that nation. He should, there- 
fore, consider an agreement to the amendment as 
amounting to a determination not to consider the 
subject, at least for the present session. 

In support of the amendment, it was argued, 
that the two subjects had an intimate connexion 
with each other, and never ought to be separated ; 
that British debts and British property were the 
natural and only funds for paying British depre- 
dations, and if indemnity was not given this way, 
it ought not to be given at all; that, as it was pro- 
bable the resolution for sequestration would lay 
dormant for some time, it was best to refer this to 
the same committee, that they might sleep to- 
gether. The amendment was supported by Messrs. 
Lyman, Nicnovas, Smiiip, DEARBORN, and Mapr- 
SON. 

Mr. Dayton madea number of pointed remarks, 
on what he considered as the total futility of such 

resolution. He looked on it as nothing better 
than an awkward attempt to gain popularity. He 
complained bitterly of the injustice of bringing up 
this motion alone; because when he voted against 
it, it might be surmised that he was unfavorable 
to the redress of the injuries of a certain class of 
citizens. He was for redressing their wrongs, and 
he had marked out to the House the only effectual 
way in which these wrongs should ever be re- 
dressed, viz: the sequestration of British property. 
He adverted to an expression made use of, some 
days ago, by Mr. Sepewick, who had called this 
a mad project. Mr. D. was of opinion that the 
mad-cap might with propriety be transferred to 
a different situation, which he specified to the 
House. He said, that we were frequently told of 
the justice due to the British subjects. Be it so. 
But was there not justice also due to the people of 
the United States? And what justice could there 
be in attempting to make the American citizens 
pay for depredations committed by British priva- 
teers. when we had in our hands British property ? 
Were we not bound to take as much care of our 
own interest, as of that of other people? It had been 
said, that as a negotiation was to commence under 
an Ambassador Extraordinary, that this measure 
would impede its suecess. He was, on the con- 
trary, convinced that this was the only step that 
could be likely to insure the success of Mr. Jay’s 
mission. It would teach Britain to give up her 
infamous conduct. [t would convert, in the literal 
sense of the word, every English manufacturing 
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House, that had debts due to it in this country, into 
an American negotiator; and they would, for their 
own sakes, compel their Government to do justice 
to the American merchants. 

Mr. D. scouted the idea of taxing America, to 
ay for the depredations committed in the West 
ndies. Supposing, what every gentleman in the 

House knew to be impossible, that if Congress 
actually were to pass such an act, the people would 
notsubmitto pay their money for any such omy, ibe 

Mr. Sepewick said, it certainly had not been 

his wish that this question should be brought for- 
ward at the present time. As it was, however, 
before the House, as he approved the motives of 
his colleague, who made the motion, and as he 
perfectly concurred with him in opinion on the 
subject, he would make a few concise observations. 
He believed, that in a Government such as that of 
this country, it was the peculiar duty of those to 
whom the administration has been committed, to 
extend security and protection to all the interests, 
and redress for all the injuries of the citizens. 
That inexcusable and unexampled injuries bad 
been perpetrated, and an immense aie in pro- 
perty unjustly spoiled, and that the honor of our 
country had been insulted, without provocation, 
were facts admitted by all. Those whose pro- 
perty had been the sport of wanton violation, 
which, in many instances, had reduced the suffer- 
ers from ease and affluence to want and misery, 
come forward and demanded redress and indemni- 
fication. That they were entitled to such indemni- 
fication, from the nature of our social compact, he 
understood to be agreed by every gentleman. 

[Here Mr. S. was interrupted by several mem- 

bers; and Mr. Nicuovas and Mr. Smiuie declared 
that, in their opinion, there was no obligation to 
indemnify the sufferers, except it were done out of 
a fund to be formed by the sequestration of British 
property. | 

Mr. 8. said he was obliged to the gentlemen for 

setting him right; till now he had believed that 
the right of the sufferers to indemnification was 
denied by none. If this, however, was really a 
uestion yet to be decided, it was due to the suf- 
erers, it was due to our own honor, to decide it 
without delay. It was asked, by what means is 
the Government to administer redress? The 
were first to apply to the Governments ath 
had inflicted the injuries, to state their nature and 
extent, and to demand, in unequivocal terms, re- 
dress. This business, notwithstanding all the oy, po- 
sition which had been made, was happily in a 
pene train. He hoped and believed that the 
application would be effectual. It might, how- 
ever fail; and in that case, he was free to declare, 
that we owed it to our honor and to our injured 
citizens, to attempt redress by means of the last 
resort. In that unhappy event, the interests of the 
sufferers must be involved with the general inte- 
rests of the nation, and must abide the ultimate 
result of war. But if satisfaction should not be 
obtained by negotiation. and should the Govern- 
ment, from any political considerations, not seek 
redress by force, in such events the sufferers would 
have a just claim on their country for indemnifi- 
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cation. The question now immediately before the 
House was, to refer the motion for indemnification 
to the Committee of the Whole on the subject of 
sequestration. This was not fair, as it respected 
that part of the House who approved an engage- 
ment to indemnify, and who would never consent 
to sequestration. It was not fair as respected the 
sufferers, because he believed there was not a gen- 
tleman in the House who supposed that the niea- 
sure of sequestration would prevail. He was 
astonished that any should believe that it ought to 
be adopted. He, himself, without hesitation, ap- 
proved of engaging to indemnify the sufferers: 
but at the same time, with all his heart, he abhorred 
sequestration and confiscation of debts, as the 
measures which all civilized nations had for more 
than a century abandoned as immoral and unjust. 
He would not now enter into a discussion of the 
question of sequestration. Whenever it came 
directly under consideration, he pledged himself 
to undertake to prove that it was against the Law 
of Nations, that it was immoral, unjust, and im- 
politic. He had been sorry to perceive that the 
feelings of the mover of that proposition oe 
Dayton] were wounded, by the terms in which 
gentlemen had spoken of his motion. He himself. 
in his conscience, believed it to be immoral and 
unjust; and, as such, he felt himself bound as a 
man of honor to give it his strenuous opposition. 
The gentleman surely could not reasonably expect 
that independent men would sacrifice opinion to 
politeness or to friendship. All he could do, and 
that he did with pleasure, was to declare that he 
believed the gentleman’s motives were pure and 
upright, and that he had a perfect confidence in 
the correctness of his moral sentiments. Viewing 
the subject in the light he had expressed he ap- 
pealed to the candor and fairness of gentlemen, 
to what tended the combining of those irritative 
questions of indemnification and sequestration, bu! 
to wound the feelings and evade the just applica- 
tion of the sufferers? Gentlemen had charged hi: 
colleague, and those who had supported his mo- 
tion, with attempting, by these means, meanly to 
court popularity. To refute this charge would. 
in his opinion, be unnecessary, because no well- 
informed man in America could believe it. H¢ 
did not know that the opinions which were held 
by his friends and himself on this subject, were 
popular; it was sufficient that they were believed 
to be just. Was he, however, disposed to recrim! 

nate, by disclosing motives which were not avow- 
ed, but concealed, he could tell a tale, which, he 
believed, could be heard with effect. 

Mr. Goopuvue spoke a few words, in direct oppo 
sition to what had been advanced by Mr. Dayron 
The two propositions ought to be discussed sepa- 
rately. We aa sent a negotiator to Britain, and 
a sequestration would put an end to his business. 
The citizens of the United States ought to be taxed. 
in the meantime, to pay these losses ; and it was 
possible that a sequestration might, hereafter, be 
thought advisable. He very strongly pressed the 
idea of a tax to this end. It would be a proceed- 
ing of the most superlative impropriety, to lay on 
such a sequestration at this particular juncture, 
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when we had just agreed to take off the Embargo, 
because our ships would go to England, and be 
all seized, by way of reprisal. 

Mr. Ciark recommended that both propositions 
should be laid aside for the present, and be suffered 
to take a sweet nap together, till a more conveni- 
ent time. He aah with much contempt of the 
notion of taxing the people of this country to pay 
for the ravages of Britain. The Court of London 
would say to the world: “ You see that we acted 
right: you see the United States think so like- 
wise ; for they themselves pay their merchants.” 

Mr. Gives agreed with Mr. CLark; butas there 
is a necessary sameness in the arguments on this 
question, and as they have already been detailed 
in so many different forms, it seems needless to 
repeat them over again so frequently. He said 
that when this tax came to be levied, every farmer 
would say, every man in America would say, 
“We shall have nothing to do with this business. 
Why don’t you indemnify British depredations out 
of the British property that is within your grasp ?” 
He had heard that Congress ought to decide an 
abstract proposition, viz: that this Government 
was, in any event, bound to pay the recent losses 
of its merchants by sea; and then proceed to as- 
sign funds for the payment. He thought that 
before Congress undertook any such engagement, 
they ought at least to be possessed of the money 
requisite to discharge it. He hoped that the House 
would never proceed to a vote in support of any 
abstract axiom, especially where taxes and public 
money were concerned, till they had carefully 
digested the collateral circumstances. 

Mr. Dexter spoke against the amendment. He 
said, that very strong reasons existed both for taking 
into consideration a proposition for indemnity to 
the sufferers, and also against connecting it with 
sequestration or any other subject. Each ought 
to stand or fall on its own merits. The sufferers 
were numerous, and deserving citizens; they had 
waited a long time, and had a right to know, be- 
fore the close of the session, what protection they 
were to expect from the Government of their own 
country. Sequestration, without a change of po- 
litical circumstances would never pass both 
Houses of the Legislature ; to connect them, then, 
would be to deny relief, without even examining 
the principles on which they claim it. He said, 
British debts had been called the only proper and 
natural funds: in his opinion, they would be no 
fund at all, even if sequestration could be adopted. 
The debts would never be collected ; and not only 
so, but sequestration would be the beginning of 
hostilities, and war must ensue; this, at the same 
moment, would prevent all hope of obtaining jus- 
tice from Britain, and also discharge our ,own 
Government from every obligation to indemnify. 
Mr. D. said he would state what, in his opinion, 
was the proper and natural fund—the money to 
be demanded of Britain by our Envoy Extraordi- 
nary. Should this fail, the Government of Ameri- 
ca would either pay the sufferers, or grant them 
letters of marque and reprisal. This, he said, is 
the constant course of nations, and this the suffer- 
ers have a right to demand, as a counterpart of 
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their allegiance. Mr. D. said, it had been objected 
that the British Government would be encouraged 
by it to refuse a recompense. This, if true, would 
be a serious objection, for he had always viewed 
negotiation as affording the only probable chance 
for indemnity to the sufferers. If a recompense 
be refused by Britain, war will be the consequence. 
The objection, however, he thought, would be en- 
tirely removed, by attending to the resolution it- 
self. It is not, he said, a provision for taking the 
debt on ourselves, but merely to guarantee a re- 
compense to the sufferers. The very word itself 
implies that the Government of America is not 
the principal debtor, but is to compel another to 
make indemnity, or become the debtor. Mr. D. 
closed with saying that he had attended only to 
the reasoning of the gentlemen, and not to their 
personalities. It was not his practice to leave the 
question, to impute to others motives either cor- 
rupt or paltry: if they chose to glean imaginary 
laurels on this ground, he was not anxious to share 
them ; they could best judge whether, in this way, 
they were likely to increase their reputation or 
benefit the public. 

Messrs. AMes, Murray, Smita, of South Ca- 
rolina, and HittHouse, also spoke against the 
amendment, and said the merits of neither aoe 
sition were now before the House, but only the 
mode in which the subject should be considered ; 
that they were in themselves separate and inde- 
pendent, and ought to have a separate and inde- 
pendent consideration; they were questions of 
very great national concern, and that blending 
them together would give an undue bias, and 
neither would be fairly and impartially decided. 
It was doubtful whether the resolution for seques- 
tration ever ought to be adopted, and that to con- 
nect the two subjects, would be to hang a mill- 
stone about the necks of the sufferers ; that, as they 
were a numerous and very meritorious class of 
citizens, their claim merited a candid and full ex- 
amination, unembarrassed with any other matter. 

A warm dispute arose about the form in which 
the question on this resolution should be taken. 
The point actually contested seemed to be, whe- 
ther the resolution was to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Mr. Day'ron’s motion for the sequestra- 
tion of British property, or to a separate commit- 
tee, which was insisted on by the mover, Mr. 
GoopHuE. 

A division took place upon the question of 
agreeing to Mr. Dayron’s amendment, to add, 
after the words “be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole,” the following words, viz: “to whom 
were referred the resolutious for sequestering the 
British debts;” and the yeas and nays being called 
for, were taken—yeas 57, nays 31, as follows: 


Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham 
Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Day- 
ton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
William B. Grove, George Hancock, John Heath, Daniel 
Heister, William Hindman, John Hunter, Matthew 
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Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Ma- 
dison, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William 
Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph 
Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel 
Niles, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, 
Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, 
Thomas Scott, John 8S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel 
Smith, Silas Talbot, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham 
Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard 
Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Benjamin 
Bourne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Samuel 
Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, James Gordon, James Hillhouse, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Mal- 
bone, William Vans Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
and John Watts. 


And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree to the said motion for commit- 
ment,as amended, it was resolved in the affirmative. 


Fripay, May 16. 

A memorial of sundry merchants, and other in- 
habitants, of Boston, Charlestown, Salem, Marble- 
head, Beverly, Newburyport, Manchester, Glou- 
cester, Ipswich, and Danvers, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, whose names are thereunto subscribed, 
was presented to the House and read, praying that 
the most speedy and effectual measures may be 
adopted by Congress to obtain restitution for the 
depredations committed on their property, which, 
under color of decrees of Admiralty Courts, has 
been condemned, and adjudged forfeited, by the 
subjects of the King of Great Britain, and the 
citizens and subjects of other foreign countries. 
Also, a aaeeet of sundry merchants of the city 
of New York, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House to whom are 
; committed certain propositions for the sequestra- 
my tion of the debts due from citizens of the United 
States, to the subjects of the King of Great Bri- 
tain. 

A petition of Gurdon Backus and David Meade 
Randolph, was presented to the House and read, 

raying relief against a judgment obtained in the 
District Court of the United States, for the State 
of Virginia, for the recovery of a bond, given by 
ul the petitioners, for the return of the certificate of 
ses 4 registry of the sloop Rambler, late belonging to 
i the petitioner Backus, which sloop was sold on 
the coast of Africa, to a foreigner; and the said 
certificate, with a trunk and other papers stolen 
from him, by one of his seamen, and never re- 
covered. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Swirt, Mr. Jeremran Smita, and Mr. Gites ; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 

ort the same with their opinion thereupon, to the 
ouse. 

An engrossed bill making provision for the pay- 
ment of the interest on the balances due to certain 
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Indians. 


States, upon the final settlement of the accounts 
between the United States and the individua! 
States, was read the third time. 

And on the question that the said bill do pass, 
it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 52, nays 
34—as follows: . 

Yeras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Abraham 
Baldwin, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Benj. Bourne, 
Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Abraham 
Mark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan 
Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Samuel Dex- 
ter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Alexander 
Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew 
Gregg, Samuel Griffin, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, 
James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Hunter, 
Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, 
William Lyman, Francis Malbone, Joseph M’ Dowell, 
William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Natha- 
niel Niles, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Theodore 
Sedgwick, John 8. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, Wij- 
liam Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Tatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, Peleg Wadsworth, Jere- 
miah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and 
Richard Winn. 

Narys.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Claiborne, Isaa: 
Coles, William J. Dawson, William Findley, Ezekie| 
Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, 
James Gordon, Christopher Greenup, George Hancock, 
Daniel Heister, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, 
Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexan- 
der D. Orr, John Page, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, 
John Smilie, Silas Talbot, John E. Van Allen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Abraham Vena- 
ble, Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 


A message from the Senate informed the Hous 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution ot 
this House for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to consider and report what further busi- 
ness is necessary to be done, during the presen! 
session, and at what time it will be proper to ad- 
journ the same ; and have appointed a committe: 
on their part. 


CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee oi 
the Whole House on the report of the committe: 
to whom was referred the Message from the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares, of the thirtieth o! 
January last, transmitting the copy of a Letter 
from Constant Freeman, agent for the War De- 
partment, in Georgia, relative to the Creek Indi- 
ans; and on the report of the committee to whom 
was referred a memorial of the Representatives 0! 
the people of the Territory of the United States 
South of the river Ohio. 

The Chairman, Mr. Parker, read to the House 
one of these papers, viz: a memorial from the 
House of Representatives of the Territory South- 
west of the Ohio. They stated the hatdehips that 
the people of that country had suffered from the 
Cherokees. The murder of two hundred people 
of all descriptions, and the loss of two thousand 
horses, worth on an average, fifty dollars each, 
formed a part of the catalogue of their misfortunes. 
They expressed their satisfaction in hearing that 
the Congress had taken measures for protecting 
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American commerce from the ravages of the Al- 
gerines, and hoped that while their countrymen, 
in the Atlantic cities lived in safety and in luxu- 
ry, this distant portion of the Federal Government 
would not be forgotten, or neglected. They solicit- 
ed the adoption of a more effectual system of de- 
fence. 

A report was read from the committee, who had 
been appointed to take this memorial into consider- 
ation. : 

Mr. Mapison objected to some part of the re- 
port. It had been stated by the committee, that 
the Governor of that country should be authorized, 
in case of any irruption by the Indians, to attack 
them with an armed force, and compel them to 
an observance of the treaties made with the Unit- 
ed States. Mr. M. considered this language as 
irregular, because by the laws, and universal sense 
of nations, when hostilities are once commenced 
between two different States, existing treaties are 
at an end; and, therefore, an armed force cannot 
compel the observance of old treaties, but the 
formation of new ones. He stated several objec- 
tions to the method pointed out in the report of 
the select committee for giving military aid to the 
back settlers. 

This discussion called up Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. 
Dayron, and several other members. At last. the 
Committee agreed to several amendments. They 
rose, and the Chairman reported. The House 
then proceeded to the consideration of the report 
of the Committee of the Whole House, on this 
subject. 

he resolutions were read and agreed to, as 
follows : ; 

Resolved, That the Prestpenr or THE UnitreD 
States be authorized to call out such number of 
the militia of the Government of the Territoy 
South of the river Ohio, or of the States most con- 
veniently situated, as may be requisite to carry on 
offensive operations against any nation or tribe of 
Indians, that may continue hostile. 

Resolved, That the Prestpent be authorized to 
cause to be established and guarded, such military 
posts as, in his judgment, will be necessary for the 
permanent security of the frontier settlers, and to 
employ one or more troops of horse, as patrols or 
rangers between the said posts. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Carnes, 
Mr. Biounvr, Mr. Mesane, Mr. Pickens, and Mr. 
Preston, do prepare and bring in the same. 


REVENUE BILL.’ 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill laying additional du- 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels, 

The three cents per bushel of additional duty 
on salt was objected to by Mr. Finp.ey, as op- 
pressive to his constituents. 

Mr. AMEs was convinced, that this was much 
better than a land-tax. It was beyond all com- 
parison, more cheap, more certain, and more equal 
in the collection than a land-tax. He would rather 
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tax salt, at even half a dollar per bushel, than agree 
to a land-tax. 

Mr. CLark would be very glad to hear the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania | Mr. Finpey] specify, 
upon what subject he was willing to pay a tax? 
It was beyond the comprehension of Mr. C., for 
what sort of a tax the gentleman was prepared to 
vote, or, indeed, what sort of taxes the Western 
settlers of Pennsylvania pay. We lay a duty on 
sugar. They make sugar for themselves. We 
lay a tax on tobacco. They are to manuiacture 
for themselves. We lay an excise on distilleries. 
They refuse to pay this tax, and, in fact, they do 
not pay it. We tax wines; but we are told that 
these people are poor. They cannot, therefore, 
afford to drink wine, on which the duty is very 
heavy, for that duty is paid only by the rich. We 
tax the importation of foreign fineries, such as silk, 
but silk also is not the dress of poor people, so that 
here again the constituents of the gentleman get 
off. Weare going to tax the importation of foreign 
coals, but they have plenty of their own, and so 
far from paying a tax on them, are cutting a canal 
to bring them down to Philadelphia; which will 
drive out the importation of foreign coals, and so 
destroy the tax altogether. Under these circum- 
stances, Mr. C. was solicitous to learn what taxes 
the back settlers paid, for, as far as he could un- 
derstand, they paid none; and their Representa- 
tive would do well to inform the House on what 
they were willing to pay a tax. Was Govern- 
ment to be burdened with them, and derive no 
compensation? Was it a sufficient reason for ex- 
empting a district from public burdens to say that 
the people are poor? Are taxes to be paid exclu- 
ead by the rich? 

Mr. RuruHerrorp objected to this duty on salt. 
It was often to be carried from one to three hun- 
dred and fifty miles inland, and in fact, it frequent- 
ly costs twenty shillings per bushel. No tax could 
be so universally unpopular as this would be. 

Mr. Finpuey replied to Mr. Ciark. As to sy- 
gar, though some of his neighbors made theirs, 
Mr. F. bought his own in Philadelphia. As to 
silks and other female fineries, his constituents did 
just like other people. They spent, in that way, 
as much as they could possibly afford, and had 
among them ladies very well dressed. As to other 
matters, his constituents purchased their manu- 
factures in Philadelphia, and paid for them, as 
other people did. Salt, he said, was known to be 
necessary for cattle in the back country. He was 
strongly against the tax. 

Mr. Giiton likewise opposed the tax on salt. 
It had been proposed, in the State which he re- 
presented, but never could be carried through. 

On a division, it was rejected ; ayes 32, noes 47. 

A motion was made for striking out twenty-five 
cents per ton of additional tonnage, on foreign ves- 
sels, in order to insert fifty. 

It was passed in the negative; ayes 39, noes 41. 

After going through the bill, the Committee 
rose, and the House went into consideration of the 
amendments made in Committee of the Whole. 

On the subject of an additional duty on coal 
imported, Mr. Gites said, that the rise was very 
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moderate from four and an half to six cents per 
ton. A Boston company was about, as he under- 
stood, to embark in this business, but waited to see 
the steps taken by Congress. There was as much 
coal in Virginia as would serve all America, and 
Europe besides. 

Mr. Wapswortnh would have the additional 
duty restricted to all coal imported in foreign 
vessels. 

Mr. Heiser wanted to know, whether the price 
of coal had not been already doubled within these 
few years. He was informed that coal imported 
had of late risen from six dollars per ton, to twelve 
dollars and an half. 

Mr. Firzstmons said, that a few years would 
put an end to importation altogether. He defend- 
ed the tax. He saw no danger to any of the ma- 
nufactures in America, that make use of foreign 
coal arising from this tax. Nothing but a capital 
was wanting to make America supply hersell. 

Mr. SHERBURNE recommended the amendment 
of Mr. Wapsworts, as to the restriction of this 
duty to foreign bottoms. 

Mr. Mapison worded this amendment, “on all 
vessels not belonging to citizens of the United 
States ;” because foreign bottoms might belong to 
people of this country. He was not solicitous 
about the fate of the motion. The amendment 
was lost ; but the original motion was carried. 

Another amendment was, “after the fourth sec- 
tion to add six cents additional per ton on Ameri- 
can tonnage.” 

Mr. Goopuueconsidered that nothing could beso 
sore upon our merchants, as this burden at this 
time, when half our shipping are in the hands of 
the Algerines or the British. 

It passed in the negative—yeas 39, nays 45—as 
follows : 

Yxras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas 
Claiborne, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, William 
Findley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, James Gor- 
don, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, John Hun- 
ter, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel 
Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Peter 
Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Nathaniel 
Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Francis 
Preston, Israel Smith, William Smith, Silas Talbot, 
Uriah Tracy, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Francis Walker,and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, Henry Dear- 
born, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
man, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Christopher 
Greenup, John Heath, James Hillhouse, Amasa Learned, 
William Lyman, James Madison, Francis Malbone, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, William Vans 
Murray, John Nicholas, John Page, Josiah Parker, Ro- 
bert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, 
John 8S. Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, Abraham Venable, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John 
Watts, Benjamin Williams, and Richard Winn. 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
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ments agreed to, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 





SaturpDay, May 17. 


An engrossed bill laying additional duties oy 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or yes. 
sels, was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Wixu1aM Smirna, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill laying certain duties upon 
manufactured tobacco and refined sugar; which 
was read the first time ; and opposition being made 
to the same, the question was stated, to wit: “ Shal! 
the said bill be rejected ?” 


TOBACCO AND SUGAR DUTIES. 

The bill laying a duty on tabacco manufactured, 
and sugar refined, in the United States, was read 
a second time. 

Mr. Lyman opposed its passing to a third read- 
ing, on the ground that those articles deserve ye 
the fostering care of Government, and are entire|; 
incapable of bearing such a burden; for, even now. 
notwithstanding the present protecting duties 
they, especially the article of manufactured snuff 
are yet imported. He also objected to the bil! 
from the exceptionable nature of an excise. 

Some objections were made to the propriety o! 
opposing the bill in its present stage. 

Mr. Ciark thought the bill unnecessary, be- 
cause the two-and-a-half per cent. of additional! 
impost would supply all the wants of the public. 
He thought that the bill had an immoral tendenc) 
because it tempted men to perjure themselves. |: 
was oppressive, as making every man’s house |i- 
able to be searched at midnight. He thought i 
also would produce an expensive mode of collec 
tion. He, ceehork, objected against it, as unne- 
cessary, of an faaneledl tendency, as oppressive, 
and expensive. He had always voted against I. 
and he always should persist in voting against 11. 

Mr. Ames pressed the necessity for money, and 
the want of other funds to discharge the services 
of the current year. He said, that to impose taxes 
was an unpopular office, and exposed members tv 
dislike. Pothies they might be persecuted ; but 
it was still requisite for members to perform their 
duty. He had a great repugnance to the excise 
as established in Europe; but in, America it wa: 
of a different nature. To reject the present bill 
would place the finances of this country in a very 
alarming point of view. If this bill was thrown 
out, we might bid farewell to firm and determined 
measures. We must go home when we are to la) 
a tax, and ask the people whether or not the) 
like it. 

Mr. Nicno.as went into the old argument> 
against excise. He was severe on the general 
character of excise officers, whom he represented 
as the dregs of society. Very few persons in 
America would accept of such an office at all, and 
those who accepted of it, are by no means o! a 
respectable rank in life. 

Mr. Firzsimons. There are as good men em- 
ployed in the collection of the revenue as any 
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others in the country, not excepting the gentleman | willing to submit to every thing. Was this in- 
himself; and men who are as well liked by their | sinuation pointed at Congress or the Executive ? 
neighbors. ' It was unfounded in either case; because negotia- 
Mr. W. Smiru. The rejection of the bill at | tion was tried, it did not follow that either the one 
this time will not decide the principle of excise ; | or the other branch of the Government were’ dis- 
if rejected, it will not be owing to the arguments | posed tamely to submit to injury ; for himself, he 
against it, but to the absence of a great many | was ready to aver that, if proper reparation were 
members, who never dreamed that the question | not obtained, he should be for war. The balance 
would have been brought on to-day, and who do| now being trembling on its beam; and no one 
not even know that the bill has been so much as | could say whether it would settle for peace or war, 
reported. The practice is uncandid, and unpre- | he was for preparing seriously for the latter, while 
cedented, to endeavor to reject a bill at this stage, | we strove to preserve the former. Pecuniary ex- 
before it has been printed, and the members know | ertions were indispensable ; it might be a pleasant 
its contents, Was it fair and consistent, in a thin | thing to oppose taxes, and the advocates of new 
House, to reject the bill without any further con- | taxes might be obnoxious, but this would not draw 
sideration than one reading, for the sake of form, | him from his duty. The increase of excise officers 
a reading, to which nobody had listened! How} had been mentioned; the bill did not propose a 
was this to settle the principle of excise? Was it | single one; the bad character of the excise officers 
not already settled in the Constitution and by ex- | had been mentioned ; the supervisors were among 
isting laws? But anew argument had been this | the most respectable men in the United States, 
day resorted to; there was a surplus of revenue | and the inspectors were as virtuous as the officers 
in the Treasury, without new taxes, and this had | of the customs. The embarrassments, the taking 
been discovered, since this tax had been agreed to. | of oaths, &c., were not more applicable to manu- 
If this argument was founded in fact, it would put | facturers than to merchants and captains, who 
an end to all debates on all the new taxes; but| could not enter, or unlade, or clear out, without 
what was this notable discovery ? an additional | difficulties, embarrassments, and oaths; but this 
two-and-a-half per cent. on impost. This was no | was disregarded, as if they had less feeling than 
discovery which could change the question, for it | other people. As to the injury to morals, the ne- 
was agreed to, before the duty on manufactured | cessary oaths required by all revenue laws were 
tobacco and sugar ; and the latter had been there- | not injurious to the morals of the honest, and those 
fore established by the House, with a knowledge | who swore to the truth; and, as to those who were 
that the former was laid. He asked, if, in the | disposed tocommit frauds and perjuries, no injury 
present situation of the country, all dependence | could be done to the morals of those who had 
was to be placed on commerce? How could cer-| none. Mr. S. wished that less had been said in 
tain members reconcile this proceeding with their | the way of general reflection on the Collectors of 
former votes and language? But the other day we | the revenue. Some years ago, a member of that 
were to prohibit all commercial intercourse, to se- | House, when they were at New York, attacked 
quester debts, and to prepare for war. Now, we | the tide-waiters. There happened to be a tide- 
are to derive the whole of the revenues from trade; | waiter in the gallery, who wrote, next day, a pret- 
the same gentlemen who urged these measures | ty smart letter to the member, who had spoken so 
were now defeating every kind of revenue, which | freely of his profession. 
might be productive. There was something so | 
extraordinary in this, that he could not account 
for it. It was said, that the Committee of Ways 
and Means ought not to have reckoned on a defal- 
cation, in the impost of $1,300,000, but the gentle- 
men assign no reasons for their assertion, where- 
as the committee founded their report on the best 
information. Admit, however, that it is doubt- 
ful; was it safe, in the present critical state of the 
country, to place all dependence on eternal re- 
sources, which were every moment in danger of 
being cut off? Did not duty require a provision 
for the defence and safety of the United States, by 
internal resources? This was certain, that the 
extra appropriations of this year exceeded those 
of any former year by two millions and a half of 
dollars. Where was the money to come from? 
The members in opposition to this tax. voted out 
land and salt; they endeavored to vote out stamps 
and carriages. They will agree to nothing but} A memorial of the inhabitants of the town of 
impost. Are the merchants to be saddled with | Salem, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
the whole burden, because, like friends to order | sented to the House and read, praying a further 
and tranquility, they have not called town meet-| continuation of the Embargo laid on ships or ves- 
ings, or published inflammatory resolves? It is | sels in the ports of the United States, bound to 
said, war is no longer expected; this country is any foreign port or place. Laid on the table. 


Mr. Nites hoped that no gentieman would say, 
that he wished to see the Treasury empty. He 
| would, for his own part, be glad to know whether 
there was a deficiency or not, clearly stated. He 
did not see so much as some others did, in the ob- 
jections to an excise. It was called an excise, it 
was true, but we do not know yet the way in 
which it is to be levied; so, we cannot tell whether 
there will be any hardship in it or not. He went 
over some of the statements of different gentle- 
men, but on the whole, there was so much contra- 
diction in the assertions of different members, that 
Mr. N. knew not what to make of them. 

Mr. Boupinor moved that the House adjourn, 
which they did immediately, at three o’clock. 





Mownpay, May 19. 
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IMPRESSMENT OF AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


Mr. Murray moved, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to report a bill to provide such regulations 
as may enable American seamen to obtain and 
earry evidence of citizenship, for the purpose of 
protecting them from impressment into foreign 
service. He said, that it was a reasonable expect- 
ation that the subject of this resolution should be 
seriously attended to, at any time; but there were 
the most urgent reasons for an attention to the 
situation of our fellow-citizens of this description 
at the present period. That the evil of impress- 
ment into foreign service existed, no gentleman 
could doubt, and it was equally doubtless, that it 


was the duty of Congress, as far as they could, to | 


provide a remedy for the evil. A few years since, 
when Britain armed her navy against Spain, on 
the Nootka-Sound question, it.had been the fate 
of several hundreds of the American seamen to 
be impressed into a service which they abhorred. 
For a proof of this fact, he would recal the re- 
membrance of the House, to the claim made by 
Mr. Cutting for repayment of money actually ex- 
a by him; in the liberation of seamen in this 
humiliating situation. Congress repaid Mr. Cut- 
ting two thousand dollars. That they had thus 
attended to this claim was proof that the fact com- 
plained of existed. The evil arose, not more from 
the extreme insolence of disposition of the press- 
gangs, than from a real difficulty of discriminating 
American citizens from British subjects. The 
difficulty was, in similarity of language, dress, and 
manners; and from the deficiency of evidence of 
citizenship, which, in a foreign port, could not al- 
ways be obtained. For, though the Lords of the 
Admiralty of England had laid down certain rules, 
in the case that he had mentioned, the rules 
laid down had exacted so rigid and pointed an 
oath, from personal knowledge, that they scarcely 
could, in any case, be complied with. A captain 
might, in many instances, believe his sailor to be 
an American, and yet not think himself warrant- 
ed in making oath to this fact. The object of his 
resolution was, that seamen, who are American 
citizens, might all pursue a uniform line of evi- 
dence in proof of citizenship, and that, by an entry 
of such evidence solemnly obtained in the clear- 
ances or other authentic papers of the ship, the 
same weight and authority should be given to 
their part of a ship’s papers as were, in all cases, 
given to all sea letters and other papers. 
lieved that, if the subject went toa select com- 
mittee, a particular regulation on thissubject might 
be digested, which would, in many cases, if not in 
all, afford such good evidence of citizenship, as 
would save American seamen from the injustice 
and cruelty that many, he believed, now actually 
suffered under; for he had heard that a number 
of them had been impressed in the West Indies on 
board of the British fleet. He was not so san- 
guine as to imagine, that any law could give full 
protection to our seamen; for he was convinced 
that, in order to give complete protection, certain 
rules of evidence must first be recognised, by Con- 
vention between this country and Britain, stipu- 
lating the extent of certain political principles re- 


He be- 


lative to alienage and allegian:e. Till, however, 
that is done, he thought it the duty of Congres. 
and particularly, at this disturbed period, to afford 
every aid in its power to this class of citizens. T) 
bring the subject before the House, he had move 
the resolution, which he gave notice, thet he would 
call up to-morrow. 


TOBACCO AND SUGAR DUTIEs. 


The House then resumed the consideration 9; 
the bill for laying a duty on manufactured tobac- 
co and refined sugar, which had been debated ay 
postponed on Saturday. 

Mr. Goopuue wished for a delay. He had seey 
a gentleman from Pennsylvania, last night, who 
he did not now see in his place in the House, ani 
who was making out an estimate, whether the 
money proposed to be raised by these taxes would 
be wanted or not. If they could really do with- 
out the money, it would be better to reject the 
bill. 

Mr. Suerpurne thought that the question migh; 
be delayed, till it was seen, whether the sums, to 
be produced by this bill, would be actually re. 
quired, or not. 

Mr. Dayvron believed that the money was want- 
ed. He would therefore vote for the bill. It was 
incumbent on gentlemen who objected to the bill. 
to show that the money would not be wanted. 

Mr. Smiuie and Mr. Ler rose at the same time 

The Speaker observed, that Mr. Smivir had 
risen first. 

Mr. Lee said, that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had already spoke twice on this subject: 
and he insisted for order. [Mr. L. referred to 
the proceedings of Saturday, for Mr. Smite had 
not spoke any before, this day.] Our time. said 
Mr. L.. is too precious to be wasted in talking 
when every gentleman is competent to give his 
vote already. I call for the question. His opinion 
was, that the money was not yet wanted; and 
that it was being too provident to vote for taxes 
before they were required by necessity. 

Mr. W. Smiru contended, that there would | 
a very considerable deficiency. He asked, who 
would lend us money, if there was such a diffi- 
culty in establishing funds to pay the interest of it? 

Mr. Wapswortn hoped that the bill would not 
be altogether thrown aside. There was part of 1! 
that he approved, and part of it that he did no! 
perfectly approve. In discussing this question. 
much stress a been laid upon the two-and-a-hal! 

er cent. of additional impost on importations, as 
it that would be a fund for the increase of re- 
venue, and supersede the necessity for some other 
taxes. Mr. WT. codes his reasons for believing 
that this supposition was perfectly chimerical. 
Within the last six months, American vessels and 
property had been captured by the British priva- 
teers in the West Indies, to the extent of one mii- 
lion of dollars. This will make the importations 
less, by at least five hundred thousand dollars, and, 
of consequence, destroy a great part both of the 
old and new impost. Property to the extent ol 
one-fourth of a million of dollars, perhaps, had 
likewise been seized by the Spaniards, and other 
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nations had most likely taken asmuch more. The 
total loss to American commerce could not, there- 
fore, be less than Jifteen hundred thousand dollars. 
The imposts on importations must, therefore, be 
very much reduced ; as from Britain, for example, 
there would not, in his judgment, be one-fourth 

art of the imports, from this time to the first of 

ecember, that had been formerly. And no man 
could imagine that, at the most, they would ex- 
ceed one-half of their former amount. The British 
merchants would be afraid, on account of the mat- 
ters that had been proposed. These people, they 
would say, have been laying embargoes, and speak- 
ing of sequestration, and indemnification. We 
must be cautious. Mr. W. added, that it was pos- 
sible enough, that America might, in the Fall, be 
at war with Britain ; and then impost and import- 
ation will fall together. These were his motives 
for believing that the two-and-a-half per cent. 
would be of no great consequence. It had been 
said, that the ten per cent. would produce a large 
augmentation. He did not, from the diminished 
quantity of imports, believe that it would be so 
much, by twenty or thirty per cent, as the old se- 
ven-and-half duty had produced. Mr. W. next 
reverted to the bill before the House. One part 
of it (the duty on snuff) he could not agree to. 
The other part, refined sugars, would fall on those 
who could afford to pay it, and after all that had 
been said against this bill, he was firmly convinced, 
that, so far from injuring the manufacture, it 
would thrive the better for this tax. He, on this 
account, hoped, that the bill would pass, in spite 
of his objection to some things that might, per- 
haps, be corrected. He then replied to the com- 
plaints of some gentlemen, who, as an excuse for 
repeating over and over again, their former argu- 
ments and opinions, observed, that they had not 
received an answer. It was very likely that the 
might think so, and he, for his part, did not think 
that he had been answered. This kind of reason- 
ing had noend. Perhaps it was impossible for 
him, or gentlemen of his sentiments, to answer the 
opposite side of the question. And, again, perhaps 
the gentlemen of the opposite opinion could not 
answer them. The matter must rest there, and 
the question come to a vote. 

Mr. Frrzsimons was convinced that there was 
a deficiency, and a great one. But he was not 
fully prepared to speak upon the subject; though 
he was sure of the fact. He did not wish to hur- 
ry the subject. The bill might be printed. 

Mr. NicHoLas was sorry to have learned that 
he had, on Saturday, made a general reflection on 
a profession of men. With some gentlemen, in 
the line referred to, he had as strict a friendship 
as with any persons on earth. He said. that ten 
lines of figures, which he had in his hand, would 
satisfy the House, that the taxes in the present 
bill are not wanted. He then began a detail of 
considerable length, to which Mr. Firzsimons 
replied. 

Mr. Tracy. One gentleman says that we have 
a surplus of three millions ; another, that we have 
a surplus of one million. It is very strange for 
gentlemen to be coming forward in this stage of 
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the debate, and to say that money is not wanted, 
after the want of money has been so frequently 
advanced, and admitted, in the House. It is un- 
accountable, that there should be a contradiction 
ona point of this nature. He next went into a 
long series of calculations 

He objected to the estimate of the impost of 
1793, that was reckoned upon for the current ex- 
penses of 1794. A great part of this impost was 
still due, by bonds. The persons who had given 
these bonds were, many of them, broke by the 
British depredations in the West Indies; and, in 
fact, a large proportion of that impost never would 
be paid in to the Collectors of the revenue. 

He was displeased with the way in which some 
gentlemen had spoken of the national debt. He 
had no share, for his own part, as a creditor ; but 
a part of his property must go to the discharge of 
it, and he should cheerfully pay it. He did not 
agree with those gentlemen who, in the event of 
a peace, would not wish to replenish the Treasury. 
It was curious, that the House had now been as- 
sembled for nearly six months; and that their 
chief object had been to discover ways and means 
for raising public money. A bill for that purpose 
had been brought in; and just when it was on the 
point of being passed, we make a sudden and won- 
derful discovery, that no money is wanted; but 
that we have an overplus of three millions of dol- 
lars. The thing cannot be. The calculations are 
not founded on truth. He did not believe that 
members understood the bill. He could demon- 
strate, that there was occasion for a supply of 
money. 

Mr. Mapison thought, that the arguments on 
each side of this question might be reduced toa 
narrow compass. If peace continues, he supposed 
it likely that the revenue would not fall so far 
short, as the Committee had apprehended. But if 
there was a war, the expense would much exceed 
anything yet thought of. He was for laying aside 
the subject at present, and if a rupture with Eng- 
land should ensue, he would then recommend, at 
once, a direct tax, and that these excise acts should 
be entirely thrown aside. If there was no war, 
he believed that no new taxes were required; let 
the matter, therefore die, as to the present. He 
disapproved the principle of the tax, and should, 
on that account, think himself justified in voting 
against it. 

Mr. GiLLon rose, and replied to several gen- 
tlemen, who were for the excise on tobacco, 
snuff, and loaf and lump sugar; and observed, that 
he had partly obtained his object, by drawing gen- 
tlemen forward, with the cutealiiieas which iad 
been kept back. But as the gentlemen, after hav- 
ing, by their own account, been three months on 
this subject, avowed that his request of detailing 
those large sums came rather unexpected, and 
that they wished to have more time to make their 
ealculations, he had not much objection to let this 
bill have a second reading; but he hoped they 
would be accurate, in proportion to the time taken 
to preface them. As to the idea of our general 
taxes not taking place until the first of next March, 
that had no weight with him; because he knew 
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the Civil List for the year was not all then due’ 
nor would all the sum for military and naval pre- 
parations be to be paid down, the day the ore was 
dug for the guns, nor on the day that the first tree 
was cut to begin the frigates. 

He agreed that a deficiency might arise on the 
supplies now due, for the terms which the gentle- 
men had assigned by the plunder of our mer- 
chant’s property. He was happy to find that se 
tlemen had not lost sight of the serious applica- 
tions they had received from that respectable and 
utile body (the merchants) for redress; and he 
should take care to remind gentlemen of their own 
observations, when the requests of the merchants 
were brought forward, as he was clear something 
must be done, either by restitution on the debts to 
be sequestered, a loan for them under the guarantee 
of the Union. or by prolonging the time to a re- 
mote period, of paying the duties that they owed. 
He wasaccused of making wonderful discoveries, of 
making calculations not founded in truth. The 
latter he denied, for, if there is any untruth in 
them, it cannot be on his side, but must have arisen 
from the Committee; therefore, to them be the 
untruth applicable, as he did not make use of a 
figure but what they placed in their report. 

He still retained his opinion, that surplus reve- 
nue was dangerous in the hands of any Govern- 
ment. What did they want to do with it? He 
hoped nothing else but to buy up the national 
funded debt as cheap as they could, which act was 
pardonable, only by the intent, he presumed, they 
must feel of at last doing justice to our late ar- 
mies. His meaning was, that the profits arising 
from this speculation should be kept as a sacred 
deposite, out at interest, and that interest to be 
employed towards paying off the interest due on 
the principal losses which our brave officers and 
soldiers had met with, by being obliged to part 
with their shares of pay at a very inferior value. 
This you may better pay to patriotism and mis- 
fortune, than pay to speculators. 

Mr. Tracy. If I have said what is alleged, the 
language is too indecorous to be used by me, to any 
gentleman on this floor. If anything of that kind 

as escaped from me, I am ready to ask the gen- 
tleman’s pardon. I have the highest respect for 
his character. 

And the question was then put, Shall this bill 
be rejected? it passed in the negative—yeas 31, 
nays 56, as follows: 


Yeas.—Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel 
Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac 
Coles, William Findley, William B. Giles, Alexander 
Gillon, Andrew Gregg, Daniel Hiester, William Lyman, 
Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, 
Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Thomas Tredwell, Abra- 
ham Venable, Francis Walker, Richard Winn, and Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John Beatty, Elias Boudi- 
not, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, 
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Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, Sam. 
uel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekie| 
Gilbert, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Gileny, 
Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Samuel Griffin. 
William Barry Grove, Thomas Hartley, James Hj}. 
house, William Hindman, John Hunter, Henry Latime;. 
Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke. 
Francis Malbone, Alexander Mebane, William Van, 
Murray, Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Theodore 
Sedgwick, John 8. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, Israe} 
Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas 'T'alho,. 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum)y\j. 
John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg W ads. 
worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, Joh) 
Watts, and Benjamin Williams. 


The said bill was then read the second time, and 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Wednesday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee oj 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate. 
entitled “ An act prohibiting, for a limited time 
the exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same ; and, after 
some ‘time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made no amendment thereto. 

The said bill was then read the third time, and 
passed. 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary o: 
the Treasury on the representation of the Legis 
lature of the State of Kentucky, concerning th: 
expenses of certain expeditions carried on agains‘ 
the Indians since the year one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-five, which lay on the table 
be referred to Mr. Greenup, Mr. Hittnouse, and 
Mr. VenaB_e; that they do examine the matte) 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Taxsort, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the settlement of the 
account of Lewis Dubois, for his services in the 
late Army of the United States; which was twice 
read, and committed. 

Mr. Lyman, from the Joint Committee appoint- 
ed to consider and report what further business !+ 
necessary to be done during the present session 
and at what time it will be proper to adjourn the 
same, made a report; which was read, and ordere(! 
to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the report 0! 
the committee to whom was referred the motion 
of the 12th instant, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to furnish the Executives of the severa’ 
States with a copy of the book marked A, deposited 
in the Treasury Department by the Commission- 
ers who settled the accounts between the indiv.- 
dual States and the United States, which lay 0 
the table: Whereupon, 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repie- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the PresipentT or THF 
Unrrep Srares be requested to cause such of the 
Executives of the several States as may apply fv! 
the same, to be furnished with a copy of the book 
marked A, deposited in the Treasury Department 
by the Commissioners who settled the accounts 
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between the United States and the individual 
States. 
AUGMENTATION OF THE ARMY. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to augment the mili- 
tary force of the United States; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and made amendment thereto; which 
was read, as follows: 

Strike out the first section of the bill, in the 
words following, to wit: 


«“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be raised, for the term of 
years, or during a war which may break out be- 
tween the United States and any European Power, an 
additional military force, consisting of twenty-five thou- 
sand non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, 
together with a proper proportion of commissioned offi- 
cers of all grades, respectively, according to the present 
Military Establishment of the United States :” 


And on the question that the House do agree 
with the Committee of the Whole House in the 
said amendment, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made and seconded to 
amend the said bill, by inserting, in lieu of the 
section stricken out, the following section, to wit: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there shall be raised, upon the terms 
and conditions hereafter mentioned, an additional pro- 
visional military force, to consist of non-commis- 
sioned officers, privates, and musicians, together with a 
proper portion of commissioned officers :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 30, nays 50, as 
follows: 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, 
David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Jonathan Dayton, George 
Dent, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Amasa 
Learned, Richard B'and Lee, Francis Malbone, Wil- 
liam Vans Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smitb, 
Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts. 

Nays.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, 
Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Henry 
Glenn, Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, William 
Barry Grove, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Ma- 
dison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William 
Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Jo- 
seph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander 
D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Robert Ruther- 
ford, Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, John Smilie, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Richard Winn, 
Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 


_And then the question being put that the said 
bill, as amended, be engrossed and read the third 








of the Army. 
time, it passed in the negative. And so the saic 
bill was rejected. 


Tuespay, May 20.. 

Mr. Carnes, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the more effectual protection 
of the Southwestern frontier settlers; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
report a bill to regulate the mode in which Ame- 
rican seamen may be furnished with evidence of 
citizenship, for the purpose of protecting them 
against impressment in foreign service; and that 
Mr. Murray, Mr. Tracy, and Mr. Gitton, be the 
said committee. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill granting relief to 
James Bell; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
had the said bill under consideration, and made 
no amendment thereto. And, on the question that 
the said bill be engrossed and read the third time, 
it passed in the negative. And so the said bill 
was rejected. 

The following Message was received from the 
PresipenT oF THE UNITED STAres: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives : 

In the communications which I have made to Con- 
gress during the present session relative to foreign 
nations, I have omitted no opportunity of testifying 
my anxiety to preserve the United States in peace. 
It is peculiarly, therefore, my duty, at this time, to lay 
before you the present state of certain hostile threats 
against the territories of Spain in our neighborhood. 

The documents which accompany this Message de- 
velope the measures which I have taken to suppress 
them, and the intelligence which has been lately re- 
ceived. 

It will be seen from thence that the subject has not 
been neglected ; that every power vested in the Execu- 
tive on such oceasions has been exerted ; and that there 
was reason to believe that the enterprise projected 
against the Spanish dominions was relinquished. 

But it appears to have been revived upon principles 
which set public order at defiance, and place the peace 
of the United States in the discretion of unauthorized 
individuals. The means already deposited in the dif- 
ferent departments of Government are shown, by ex- 
perience, not to be adequate to these high exigencies, 
although such of them as are lodged in the hands of the 
Executive shall continue to be used with promptness, 
energy, and decision, proportioned to the case. But I 
am impelled, by the position of our public affairs, to re- 
commend that provision be made for a stronger and 
more vigorous opposition than can be given to such 
hostile movements under the laws, as they now stand. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirev Srates, May 20, 1794. 


The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to compensate Arthur 
St. Clair; and. after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. 
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It was then moved and seconded to amend the 
said bill at the Clerk’s table, by striking out the 
second clause, in the words following, to wit: 


“ That he be further allowed at the rate of dol- 
lars per day, from the tenth day of June, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-eight, to the day of May, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, being the 
time he was employed in the business of Indian treaties, 
and till the delivery of the said treaties to the President 
of the United States :” 


And on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 25, nays 55, as follows: 

Yras.—Abraham Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua Coit, Jonathan 
Dayton, George Dent, James Gordon, George Hancock, 
James Hillhouse, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Francis 
Preston, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Uriah T'racy, 
Thomas Tredwell, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph 
Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, Lambert Cadwa- 
lader, Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Eze- 
kiel Gilbert, William B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Ni- 
cholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Christopher Greenup, 
Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, 
Thomas Hartley, William Hindman, John Wilkes Kit- 
tera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Francis Malbone, 
William Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans 
Murray, Joseph Neville, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Par- 
ker, Andrew Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, 
Theodore Sedgwick, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, Silas 
Talbot, George Thatcher, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 

‘worth, Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, John Watts, 
and Richard Winn. 


Another motion was then made and seconded 
_to amend the said bill, by striking out, in the third 
clause, the words “for a negro killed in defence 
of the publie stores, the sum of two hundred dol- 
lars.” And on the question thereupon, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the said bill, as amended, be 
engrossed and read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making further pro- 
vision for securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 











Wepnespay, May 21. 


An engrossed bill to compensate Arthur St. 
Clair was read the third time and passed, by the 
following vote: 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Ga- 
briel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Ezekiel Gil- 
bert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander 
Gillon, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 
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Grove, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, William Hing. 
man, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amass 
Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, William 
Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans My;. 
ray, Joseph Neville, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker. 
Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John 8. Sherburne. 
John Smilie, William Smith, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Jonathan Trumbull, Philip Van Cortland. 
Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Was. 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Richard 
Winn—50. 

Nays.—Thomas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Joshy, 
Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, Georg, 
Dent, James Gordon, George Hancock, James Hjj). 
house, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, 
Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Francis Preston, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Switt, Uriah 
Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, John E. Van Allen, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston—27, 


The House resolved itself into a Committee o; 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the set- 
tlement of the account of Lewis Dubois, for his 
services in the late Army of the United States; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-day. 

Mr. Cxark, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to alter the time for the next annua! 
meeting of Congress; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed and read the third time 
to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee o! 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate 
entitled “ An act to make provision for the widow 
and orphan children of Robert Forsyth, who was 
killed in the service of the United States ;” and 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

And on the question that the said bill be read 
the third time, it passed in the negative—yeas 37 
nays 40, as follows: 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Thomas P. Carnes, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, Ezekiel Gilbert, Alexander 
Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Andrew Gregg, 
Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, Thomas Hart- 
ley, William Hindman, John Hunter, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, 
Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Josiah Par- 
ker, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jona- 
than Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaa> 
beck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John 
Watts, and Richard Winn. 

Nays.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Clai- 
borne, Abraham Clark, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, George 
Dent, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Benjamin 
Goodhue, Christopher Greenup, George H ancock, 
James Hillhouse, John Wilkes Kittera, Matthew Locke, 
William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, 
Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, Joseph Ne- 
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ville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Francis Preston, John 8. Sherburne, 
Jeremiah Smith, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swit, Thomas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Artemas Ward, Benjamin Williams, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Resolved, That the said bill be rejected. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the settlement of 
the account of Lewis Dubois, for his services in 
the late Army of the United States, was read the 
third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill to alter the time for the next 
annual meeting of Congress was read the third 
time and passed. 

Resolved, That the Prestpenr of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
be authorized to close the present session, by ad- 
journing their respective Houses on the third day 
of June next. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry | 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

The House again resolved itself intoa Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the bill making further 
provision for securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported progress. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

1 lay before you, in confidence, sundry papers, by 
which you will perceive the state of affairs between us 
and the Six Nations, and the probable cause to which it is 
owing; and, also, certain information, whereby it would 
appear that some encroachment was about to be made 
on our territory by an officer and party of British troops. 
Proceeding upon a supposition of the authenticity of 
this information, although of a private nature, I have 
caused the representation to be made to the British 
Minister, a copy of which accompanies this Message. 

It cannot be necessary to comment upon the very 
serious nature of such an encroachment, nor to urge 
that this new state of things suggests the propriety of 
placing the United States in a posture of effectual pre- 
paration for an event which, notwithstanding the en- 
deavors making to avert it, may, by circumstances beyond 
our control, be forced upon us. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrren States, May 21, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 


Tuurspay. May 22. 

Mr. Wittiam Smivrn. from the committee ap- 
pointed, presenti da bill | laying duties on stamped 
vellum, parchment, and paper; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. Baivwtn, from the committee appointed to 
examine int» the state of the Treasury Depart- 
meat, and to report generally and specially there- 
upon, made a report; which was read. and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 


3d Con.—24 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making further pro- 
vision for securing and collecting ‘the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made several 
amendments thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have disagreed to the resolution 
of this House for furnishing the Executives of the 
several States with a copy of the book marked A, 
deposited in the Treasury Department by the 
Commissioners who settle the caamiae between 
the United States and the individual States. The 
Senate have agreed to the resolution of this House, 

|authorizing the Presitpenr of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to close 
the present session by adjouring their respective 
Houses on the third day of June next. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Attorney General, accompaying a_table 
of costs and fees for the Courts of the United 
States, made in pursuance of the resolution of this 
House, of the eleventh of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three; which were read, 
and ordered to be referred to Mr. Bouptnor, Mr. 
Witiiam Situ, and Mr. Krrrera. 


Fripay, May 23. 

Mr. Lyman, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Sa- 
lem, Beverly, and Danvers, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, made a report. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the bounty allowed by law to 
vessels employed in the bank or cod fisheries of the 
United States, in lieu of a drawback of the duty 


on salt, be extended to. and include all vessels of 


| 
more than thirty, and not exceeding seventy tons 
admeasurement. 
Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Lyman. 
Mr. WinGate, and Mr. Hotren, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 
Mr. Nevixue, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill to amend the act. entitled 
“An act to enable the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line. on Continental Establishment, to 


obtain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of 


the river Ohio. between the Little Miami and 
Sciota,” reported an amendatory bill; which was 
read twice and referred. 

Mr. Firzsimons. from the committee to whom 
was referred the motion of the twelfth instant. 


for the acceptance of a cession by the State of 


New York, of a piece of land at Montauk Point; 
also, the exemplification of an act of the Legisla- 
ture of the said State, transmitted by a written 
Message from the PrREsIDENT or THE Untrep 
Srates of the twe nty-seve nth of February, one 
hree, made a 


thousand seven huadred and nine ty l 
to lie on the 


report; which was read. and ordere¢ 
table. 
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The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday, by the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bill making further pro- 
vision for securing and collecting the duties on 
foreign and domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, 
and teas, and the same being twice read, were, on 
the question severally put thereupon, agreed to by 
the House. 

The said bill was then further amended, and, 
together with the amendments, ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for determining the 
Northern boundary of the territory ceded to the 
United States by the State of North Carolina ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THe Unirep Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you the copy of a Letter from the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, in answer to a 
Letter from the Secretary of State, communicated to 
Congress yesterday; and also, the copy of a Letter 
from the Secretary, which is referred to in the above 
mentioned Letter of the Minister. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitrep States, May 23, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills allowing fur- 
ther compensation for the services of Robert 
Forsyth, late Marshal of the District of Georgia ; 
and that Mr. Batpwin, Mr. CLatporne, and Mr. 
CApWALADER, do prepare and bring in the same. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That, until the Government of Great Bri- 
tain shall make or give satisfactory assurances to the 
President of the United States, of their intention to 
make full and ample compensation for all injuries done 
by the ships of war and privateers of that nation, to the 


citizens of the United States, since the eighth day of 


June last, all commercial intercourse between the 
United States and the islands and colonies of the British 


King in the West Indies, and on the Continent of 


America, shall be prohibited; and during the continu- 
ance of such prohibition, no ship or vessel, owned 
wholly or in part, by any subject of the King of Great 
Britain, shall be allowed to load in, or sail from, any 
port in the United States, with any article or articles of 
provision : 

The previous question was called for by five 
members, to wit: “Shall the main question to 
agree to the said resolution be now put?” And, 
on the previous question, “Shall the said main 
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question be now put?” it passed in the negatiye— 
yeas 24,‘nays 46, as follows: 

Yeras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, ‘Tho. 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie. 
Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Daw. 
son, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Christopher 
Greenup, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, Nathanie| 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph M’Dowell, Alexander 
Mebane, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Andrew Pick. 
ens, John Smilie, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams. 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat. 
ty, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Abra- 
ham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coi; 
William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Andrew 
Gregg, William Barry Grove, Thomas Hartley, Danie| 
Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Johny 
Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Wi. 
liam Lyman, Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, 
Peter Muhlenberg, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Thomas Scott, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, John 8S. Sherburne, William Smith, 
Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jona- 
than Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gass- 
beck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremial, 
Wadsworth, and John Watts. 


TOBACCO AND SUGAR DUTIES. 

The House went into a Committee, Mr. ‘Trum 
BULL ip the Chair, on the bill for an excise on to 
bacco, snuff, and refined sugar. 

In the first section, it was agreed to strike out 
the words, “ tobacco and.” This proposed that t) 
word tobacco be struck out in every subsequen! 
part of the bill, so that the duty be confined to tl: 
manufacture of snuff. 

Mr. Musvenpera@ (the Speaker) moved 
strike out the second section, viz: “that from and 
after the day of there be levied, collec! 
ed, and paid, upon all sugar which shall be refined 
within the United States, a duty of two cents pe: 
pound.” 

He would not trouble the Committee with any 
comments on the excise, enough having alread) 
been said on that subject; although he could not 
forbear mentioning, that in England, where al 
most every thing was subject to an excise, aud 
where the Minister is ever on the watch to disc: 
ver new articles for that purpose, that loaf suga! 
had never yet been taxed, the Committee on Way: 
and Means had all the credit of the seasonabl 
discovery. The reason for not attempting an ex 
cise on this article was obvious, because the man 
facture employed a greater quantity of shipping 
than any other, they therefore rather wished to 
encourage than to depress it ; the former of whic! 
they effectually do, by allowing a generous draw 
back on exportation of refined sugar, for which 
the different ports of the Continent afford them 
a constant and ready market. The case was 
widely differently here. The manufacture is yet 
in its infant state—-it has to contend with the old 
established ones in Europe, who have larger cap! 
tals and can afford longer credits, whereas we have 
not only no market to export it to, but even now 
already, can annually make a quantity more than 
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sufficient for the consumption of the United States: 
It is true, it appears from the last returns, that up- 
wards of 200,000 lbs. of refined sugars were im- 
ported last year, which is about the same quantity 
which two houses might furnish in one year, but 
it is to be observed, that owing to the high price 
of raw sugars, some e sstablishments were not work- 
ed at all, whilst others did not work above eight 
or nine months in the year, and | will here, said 
Mr. M., venture to assert, that if this duty of two 
cents actually takes place, some of those who are 
now engaged in this difficult and expensive busi- 
ness will abandon it and turn their capitals into 
other channels. I do not stand alone in this opin- 
ion, others, of more experience join me, and it is 
founded on the following incontrovertible facts. 
Raw sugars have for several years past been so 
high, that refined sugars naturally bore an equally 
high price. ‘This has already lessened the con- 
sumption, to a considerable degree in the United 
States, and from the present prospect before us, 
when the French islands are in the hands of the 
British, the probability is, that they will rather be 
higher than lower; and if the two cents be added 
to the present high price of refined sugars, the 
consumption will ‘still be lessened in the same pro- 
portion as the price of the article increases. This 
observation is founded on facts. which every per- 
son concerned in the business has felt, and daily 
experiences; nay, it can be proved, however 
strange it may appear, that a less quantity of re- 
fined sugar is consumed at present in the United 
States, than a year or two betore the Revolution. 
Again, owing to the high price of refined sugars, 
and which must still be higher when this duty 
takes place, many even of our opulent aoe, 
have, in a great degree, abandoned the use of 
and substituted the white Havana, or the whit 
East India sugar. I well remember a remarkable 
instance of this kind which took place not many 
months ago in this city. A gentleman having im- 
ported a considerable quantity of white East In- 
dies sugar, sold it to the refiners of this place. Be- 
fore the sale was concluded, he reserved a quanti- 
ty for himself and an opulent friend of his. The 
consequence was that neither himself nor his 
friend, used half the quantity of refined sugar they 
had used the year before. 
Permit me to add another circumstance. Sugars 
are higher at present, and from a variety of cir- 
cumstances must continue to be higher here than 
in England, and although an additional duty on 
ao loaf and lump sugar may take place, 
unless it exceeds what I have yet heard mentioned 
they will be able to undersell the manufacturers 


here, and this from the single circumstance of 


their being allowed a draw back of 26s. sterling per 
ewt., for if even a drawback of the same sum was 
allowed us he re, Which is not to be expected, it 
cannot operate, because we have ne market for 
this article. Inthe West Indies, it is well known 
to be contraband, and to transport it to Europe, 
would be carrying water into the ocean, and even 
then it could not be accomplished on as low terms 
as the Kuropeans ean afford to do 

One fact more. equally ine maetoeriiias sulfer 
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me to add. By the additional duty on coal, which 
Lam far from disapproving, because I wish to en- 
courage the consumption of our home productions, 
you have, in fac t, laid an additional tax on sugar. 
Every work of this kind consumes annually from 
2,000 to 4,000 bushels. This article was hereto- 
fore at the rate of eleven pence or one shilling per 
bushel ; owing to ve duty on imported coal, it has 
now risen to 2s. to 2s. 4d. This naturally enhances 
the price of the artic phe made in this manufacture, 
which is already burdened to a considerable des 
gree with taxes or duties. Thus, there is a duty 
on the raw material, a duty on the paper they use, 
a duty on the twine, a duty on the coal, and, to 
crown all,a duty is intended on the article pro- 
duced in this devoted manufacture. If it is thus 
my friend from Connecticut means to do us good, 
or if this is the decided encouragement and pro- 
tection my colleague means to yield us, it is such 
a one as I am sure the manufacturer will not 
than him for. 

Sir, | could add that this bill partakes strongly 
of the nature of a sumptuary law; that in case of 
a war it will not produce you any revenue, be- 
cause the supplies of the raw material are too irre- 
gular, and no other but imported sugar is refined, 
which already pays a duty—and that by this duty 
you not only lessen the consumption, but also in- 
crease the number of those who cannot pay for it; 
but | forbear to trespass any longer on the pa- 
tience of the Committee on this subject. 

sut. Mr. Chairman, we want money to build 
our frigates and arsenals, to fortify our ports and 
harbors, and to release our unfortunate brethren 
in captivity. We want revenues. If this really 
be the intention of the Committee, and not mere- 
ly to establish the principle of excise on home 
manufactures, no one will join more cheerfully in 
such measures as shall appear most prudent and 
most likely to obtain the object, and which, in my 
opinion, will neither injure the commerce of this 
country, nor in an equal degree the manufactures. 
nor indeed the poorer sort of the community who 
consume the article of sugar. 

By the last returns which I could lay my hands 
on, it appears that there are annually imported 
into the United States upwards of twenty-five 
millions of pounds of sugar, and from the same 
returns it appears that about four or four and a 
half millions are exported, which are allowed a 
drawback of the duty on exportation; thus then 
there are upwards of twenty millions of pounds 
annually consumed in the United States. 

You have, in the late impost bill, imposed an 
additional duty of one cent per pound on coffee ; 
half that sum additional duty on raw sugar will 
yield you upwards of 100,000 dollars. This then 
will at once yield you the sum which the Com- 
mittee expected from an excise both on sugar and 
manufactured tobacco, and will neither injure the 
merchant, nor in an equal degree the manufac- 
turer, nor indeed the poor; the latter, and in my 
opinion none but the idle can be so, as well as — 
others, have Jong since substituted molasses for all 
the purposes for which they heretofore used sugar ; 
besides which the American sugar is daily getting 
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more into use, and bids fair to become general, at 
least at and near the frontiers. 

When. therefore, it is considered that this manu- 
facture is yet in its infancy in the United States, 
that is has tocontend with the old established ones 
in Europe, that there is no excise on this article in 
England, that this manufacture employs a great 
quantity of tonnage; that raw sugars are high 
here, and comparatively low in Europe, that there 
is a drawback in England, which operates as a 
bounty, and which from local situations cannot 
operate if even granted, with the same advantage 
here; when it is reduced toa certainty that the 
duty will operate injuriously on the manufactures 
here; and when it appears that double the sum 
can be raised by a trifling additional duty on raw 
sugar, without any additional expense or incon- 
venience, and which will effectually remove the 
evils complained of, | flatter mapesll the motion 
will prevail. 

Mr. Firzsimons objected to the proposal of the 
Speaker, for a tax of half a cent per pound on 
common sugar imported. The unrefined sugar 
formed a considerable portion of the subsistence of 
the poor. Formerly, the price of it was not more 
than six pence (currency,) but it is now twelve 
pence, per pound. The coffee duty was another, 
to which Mr. F. had felt reluctance, because cof- 
fee is an article of universal consumption, and the 
tax upon it falls where taxes ought not to fall, that 
is upon the poor; but there is no help for it. He 
would. if possible, have avoided this tax, for coffee, 
formerly eleven pence or a shilling per pound, has 
risen to one shilling and ten pence. Mr. F. said, 
that we are able to lay a heavy enough tax on im- 
ported sugar effectually to protect our own sugar 
refiners. It had been said that the two cents per 
pound of duty would make it requisite for the re- 
finers to augment their capitals. This he could 
not believe, because the Executive gives credit to 
the manufacturers for the payment of the duty. 
Mr. F. said, that the time was perhaps not distant, 
when we shall be obliged to seek sugar in the 
East Indies. Britain has acquired the West In- 
dies, which will increase the difficulties of this 


country in obtaining it from that part of the | 


world. 

Mr. M‘DowE .t hoped that the section would be 
struck out. He objected to the principle of the 
bill. He considered it as highly impolitie to tax 
the infant manufactures of America. He would 
rather, if the Public Treasury could afford it, give 
a premium for the encouragement of our manu- 


factures, to dissolve the dependence of the United | 


States upon Europe. This dependence of ours 
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ment their business becomes profitable, they are 
to be taxed. 

He could not help remarking upon some obser- 
vations that fell from his friend, [Mr. Batowiy, 
from Georgia,] when this subject was before the 
Committee some days ago. It had been objected 
that the bill was not well founded, as it establish- 
ed a new principle ; and the member [Mr. Ba.p- 
win, | replied, that it was not new, as there was 
already an excise fixed on ardent spirits. He had 
opposed that law, but since it was passed, he could 
not object to the present bill. Had the gentleman 
reflected, he would have seen that there was equa! 
reason for resisting this bill, because it fixed that 
obnoxious principle more strongly, by giving a 
further sanction to an American excise. Mr. MD. 
also considered the tax to be unnecessary. The 
tax was contemplated on the prospect of a wai 
which has now become less likely, the British 
having, since the Orders of the 8th of January, re- 
laxed their depredations. Further, the tax was 
unnecessary, because, it was asserted by severa! 
very well informed merchants, that the amount of 
the impost this year would exceed that of the last. 

On dividing, the motion for striking out the 
clause was rejected—Ayes 31, nays 45. 

Mr. Mus_ensure then stated a variety of inac- 
curacies in the wording of the bill. The word 
boiler was applied, as if it meant a pot for boiling 
the sugar. The word meant the superintendent 
of the operation, and Mr. M. presumed that the 
House did not intend to treat him, as specified in 
the bill. He wrote over the whole clause anew. 
and his alterations were agreed to. 

The Committee rose, and the Chairman report 
ed the amendments to the House, whica were 
agreed to. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with amendments 


| be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow 





has repeatedly been urged as a reason why the | 


House ought not to adopt certain commercial re- 
gulations and restrictions. 


Some gentlemen had | 


undertaken to prove that the manufacturers would | 
| dians, on the fourth of November, one thousand 


be benefited by such laws, an assertion which he 
considered as very extraordinary. 
turers themselves understood their business best. 
and thought quite otherwise, 


only alarm those already engaged, but will prevent 
other men of enterprise and capital from engag- 
ing in manufactures, when they find that the mo- 


The manufac- | 


Satrurpay, May 24. 

An engrossed bill for determining the Northern 
boundary of the territory ceded to the United 
States by the State of North Carolina, was read 
the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill making further provision tor 
securing and collecting the duties on foreign and 
domestic distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas 
was read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill, laying certain duties upon 


| ~ . . — 
_manufactured tobacco and refined sugar, was reac 


the third time and passed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Lette: 
from Arthur St. Clair, Governor of the territory 
of the United States Northwest of the river Ohiv 
enclosing a letter from him to the Seeretar) 
War. and the answer theret., respecting a claim 
for three horses killed in the action with the In 


: ' =a 
seven hundred and ninety-one; which were rea: 


'and ordered to lie on the table. 


This tax will not | 


Mr. Batpwin, from the committee appointed 
presented a bill to make further compensation fo: 
the services of the late Robert Forsyth, Marsha: 
of Georgia; which was read twice and referred. 
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Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
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Tobacco and Sugar Duties—The Embargo. 


whom was referred the Message from the Presi- | 
penT oF THE Unrrep Srares, of the eighteenth | 


of March last, relative to an advance of money 
requested by the Minister of the French Republic, 
which lay on the table, be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. Finbey, from the committee to whom were 
referred the laws of the Territory of the United 
States Northwest of the river Ohio, passed the 
first day of August, one thousand seven hundred 


ninety-two, made a report; which was read, and | 


ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to continue in force the act for the relief of 
persons imprisoned for debt :” 


ing the time for receiving on loan the Domestic 
Debt of the United States ;” 
the concurrence of this House. 


ordered to be read the third time on Monday next. 

An engrossed bill, laying certain duties upon 
manufactured tobacco and refined sugar, was read 
the third time and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to authorize the Prestpent or THE UNITED 
Srares, during the recess of the present Congress, 
to cause to be purchased or built a number of 
vessels, to be equipped as galleys in the service of 
the United States.” The Senate have also passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for extending the benefit 
of a drawback and terms of credit in certain cases, 
and for other purposes ;” to which bills they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 


The said bills were severally read twice and | 


referred. 
Mr. Wittiam Smiru, from the committee ap- 


pointed, presented a bill laying duties upon ecar- | 


riages for the conveyance of persons; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. Mapison moved, that a late Message from 
the Presipent, which had been referred to a 
select committee, be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. The Message was relative to 
an advancement of money to the Ambassador of 
the Republic of France. Some time ago, it had 


been found that there was no money in the Trea- | 


sury, but what been appropriated. There is 
now money unappropriated. This Message was 
made the order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. M’Dowe .t laid on the table a resolution, 
instructing the Secretary of the Treasury to lay 
before the House, on the second Monday after the 
meeting of the next session of Congress, a state- 
ment of the balances remaining due from indivi- 
duals to the United States, distinguishing between 
those due under the late, and the present Govern- 
ment, and whether any, and what steps, have been 
taken to recover the same; and also a statement 
of the sums of public money intrusted to the 
hands of individuals under the late Government, 
which have not been accounted for. 


The Senate have | 
also passed a bill, entitled “ An act further extend- 


to which they desire | 





| 





| 


SNUFF AND SUGAR DUTIES. 

The House then took up the bill for laying a 
duty on snuff and retined sugar. Several clauses 
were discussed. It was moved that the bill be re- 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 
Agreed. The House went into a Committee im- 
mediately—Mr. Parker in the Chair. After 
some conversation, the Chairman reported the bill 
to the House, without amendment. 

THE EMBARGO. 


Mr. G1LLon rose and adverted to the correspon- 
dence that had been read yesterday, between Mr. 
RanvoteH and Mr. Hammonp. He had been 


‘called on by five shipmasters with a petition to 


Congress, which was read by the Clerk, and - 
ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. G. then made a motion for the renewal ot the 
Embargo. For this, he assigned several reasons. 
Mr. Goopuve wished for an immediate discus- 
sion of this question. A resolution of the same 


. . . ¢ » ¢ Ss a j ’ Oo sl elYy 3} - 
The said bills were severally read twice, and | nature had some time ago received the considera 


tion of the House. He supposed that it had been 


| considered thus early. in order that it might reach 


the distant parts of the Union. He was then in 
the small minority for continuing it, but a great 
majority of the House were of a different opinion. 
In consequence of that decision, he took it for 
granted that the merchants had made their ar- 
rangements, and it appeared to him, to be some- 
what trifling with them, under such cireum- 
stances, to make this proposal, and especially as 
the present Embargo expires to-morrow. It will 
be impossible for us now to renew it so as to pre- 
vent the vessels of the Union from going out, un- 
less it be from the port of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Cuiark was for deferring the discussion till 
Monday. The captains of the vessels can, in the 
meantime, if they please, embargo themselves. 

Mr. Boupinor was against it at present. It 
would have been much better to have continued 
it. It would be unequal to lay it on here to-day, 
while vessels at the same time would be sailing 
from New York. 

Mr. Parker felt it impossible to form a judg- 
ment on this question so suddenly. It was per- 
haps as important a one as had ever come before 
that House. He wished to have time to think of 
it. At present, he could not venture to give an 
opinion. 

Upon this, Mr. Gition, with leave of the House, 
withdrew his motion, with the intention of renew- 
ing it on Monday. 


Monpay, May 26. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to continue in force the act for the relief of per- 
sons imprisoned for debt,” was read the third time 
and passed. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ Anact 
further extending the time for receiving on loan 
the Domestic Debt of the United States,” was read 
the third time and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Message from the Pre- 
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sipent or THe Unrrep Srares of the eighteenth 
March last, relative to an advance of money re- 
quested by the Minister of the French Republic ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before this House such information, respecting 
any loans negotiated in Europe for the United 
States, as he may be possessed of, and which has 
not already been laid before the Legislature, and 
the purposes to which they stand appropriated. 

STAMP DUTIES. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill laying duties on 
stamped vellum, parchment, and paper; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made several amendments 
thereto; which were severally twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. And, on the question 
that the said bill be engrossed, and read the third 
time, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 44, 
nays 35, as follows: 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John 
Beatty, Lambert Cadwalader, Abraham Clark, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Daw- 
son, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George Dent, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, 
Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa Learned, William Montgomery, William Vans 
Murray, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore 
Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Richard Winn. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, 
Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William Findley, 
William B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
man, Andrew Gregg, Daniel Heister, William Lyman, 
Nathaniel Macon, Francis Malbone, Joseph M’ Dowell, 
Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathan- 
iel Niles, Josiah Parker, Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, 
Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 


Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act authorizing a settlement of certain expenses 
of the Commissioners of Loans.” The Senate 
have also passed a bill, entitled “ An act allowing 
an additional compensation to the principal Clerks 
in the Department of State, and in the Treasury 
and War Departments, for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four;” to which bills 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 

The said bills were severally read twice and 
committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to amend the act. 


Stamp Duties—Soldiers Land Titles. 
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entitled “An act to enable the officers and soldiey: 
of the Virginia line, on Continental Establish)- 
ment, to obtain titles to certain lands lying North. 
west of the river Ohio, between the Little Miami 
and Sciota ;” and, after sometime spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made ap 
amendment thereto; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. 


- Ordered. That the said bill, with the amend. 


ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 


The following Message was received from th 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 


The Commissioners of His Catholic Majesty having 


communicated to the Secretary of State the form of a 
certificate, without which the vessels of the United 


States cannot be admitted into the ports of Spain, | 
think it proper to lay it before Congress. 
G. WASHINGTON 
Unrren Staves, May 26, 1794. 


The said Message and certificate were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee ot 
the Whole House on the bill providing for the 
payment of the second instalment due on a loan 
made of the Bank of the United States; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
were discharged from the further consideration ot 
the bill, and it was recommitted to Mr. Sepewicx. 
Mr. Gites, and Mr. MonrGomery. 


Turespay, May 27. 
SOLDIERS LAND TITLES. 


The bill respecting the settlement of the ofh 
cers and soldiers of the Virginia line on the Ter 
ritory Northwest of the Ohio, being read the third 
time, 

Mr. Batpwin objected to the passage of this 
bill, as a total departure from the former prinei- 
ples of the old Congress on this question. He had 
many reasons for opposing it. He was sorry that 
he had not done so yesterday, when it was before 
a Committee of the Whole. He recommended 
in place of this bill, that there should rather be 
provisions correcting the former proceedings on 
the subject. 

Mr. Nicuouas replied, that gentlemen divide 
their efforts so strangely, that business cannot be 
got through. The member had not examined the 
bill, or he must have seen that his objections neve! 
would apply. By it, the public never could b 
defrauded of an acre of land. As far as the offi 
cers and soldiers cannot be provided for on the 
Southwest side of the Ohio, they must have set 
tlements on the Northwest. There is not room 
for them on the former side, and therefore they 
must be settled on the other. ‘There was no rea 
son to doubt the propriety of this measure. He 
enlarged on the necessity for this allocation, and 
on the security which the public had of their not 
being defrauded. 
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Mr. Baxpwin repeated his reasons for disap- 
proving of the bill, and attempted to demonstrate 
that there was no satisfactory evidence of neces- 
sity for granting this second allocation of lands. 
He was convinced that there had been a total de- 
parture from the old principles. If there was not 
a great hurry about the bill, he could wish it to 
be deferred. 

Mr. CriarK did not think the checks in the bill 
sufficient. He specified certain descriptions of 
persons, who might get lands to which they were 
not entitled. 

Mr. Nicwouas read a part of the bill to show 
that there could be noimposition. Here isa plain 
law, which no man’s understanding can depart 
from. There was not the shadow of a pretence 
to object to this bill. The old Congress did ac- 
knowledge the necessity for such a location as 
was now proposed, because, without it, there was 
not a sufficiency of land. 
ceedings of the old Congress, which Mr. N. read, 
stated the absolute necessity for it. 

Mr. VENABLE said, that many of these settlers 
had already spent more time and money in prose- 
cuting these claims, than the lands themselves, if 
they should at this moment receive them, were 
worth. He was for the bill. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp was on the same side of the 
question. He said that three hundred of the per- 
sons in question had settled themselves on the 
Northwest of the Ohio, and wanted the rights to 
their respective lands. 

Mr. Frrzsimons also recommended the passing 
of the bill. 

Mr. Gites.— Much had been said about the sur- 
vey of these lands, as if it had not been accurate. 
He knew the gentlemen who had made it, and 
they were of the most respectable character. 
There was not in America, he believed, a better 
man than the gentleman who was at the head of 
it; so that it was entirely out of place to be com- 
ing forward now, and saying that the survey was 
wrong. An idea had gone abroad, that the North 
Carolina line was not completed, but the member 
affirmed that it has been so. Many will not be at 
the expense requisite for accepting of these lands, 
andytaking out of patents. The old law quoted 
by his colleague [Mr. Nicnouas] had acknow- 
ledged the survey to be right. Mr. G. himself 
once had a claim for some of these lands. But he 
would rather give it up than be at so much ex- 
pense and trouble about it. This was a very hard 
case On many persons. They had sold their pro- 
erty on the old settled lands, went to the new al- 
fieation, in confidence on publie faith, and now 
cannot get their rights. He hoped, therefore, that 
the bill would pass, or, that the gentlemen on the 
opposite side would show some other remedy for 
this grievance. 

On putting the question, fifty-five gentlemen 
arose in favor of the bill. It accordingly passed. 


STAMP DUTIES. 


An engrossed bill, laying duties on stamped vel- 
lum, parchment, and paper, was read the third 
time, and on the question that the said bill do 
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pass, it passed in the negative—yeas 32, nays 50, 
as follows : 

Yras.—James Armstrong, John Beatty, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, George Dent, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Benjamin Goodhue, 
William B. Grove, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, 
William Hindman, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Lati- 
mer, William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, An- 
drew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, Zephaniah Swift, 
George Thatcher, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaas- 
beck, Peleg Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, and Richard 
Winn. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin 
Bourne, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas 
Claiborne, Isaac Coles, Henry Dearborn, William Find- 
ley, William B. Giles, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, 
George Hancock, Daniel Heister, Amasa Learned, 
William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, 
Francis Malbone, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Ne- 
ville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, Ro- 
bert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Jeremiah 
Smith, Israel Smith, William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, 
Uriah Tracy, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan Trumbull, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Jeremiah 
Wadsworth, Francis Walker, John Watts, Benjamin 
Williams, and Joseph Winston. 


And so the said bill was rejected. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
and Report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
pursuant to the resolution of yesterday ; which 
were read, and ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, to whom was re- 
ferred the Message from the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unrrep Srares, of the 18th of March last, rela- 
tive to an advance of money requested by the Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. 

Mr. Sevawick. from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the second instalment due on a Loan 
made to the Bank of the United States. made a 
report; which was read, and, together with the 
said bill, ordered to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill laying duties upon 
carriages for the conveyance of persons ; and, af- 
ter some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto. 

Ordered. That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 


Wepnespay, May 28. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday, by the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bill laying duties upon 
carriages for the conveyance of persons ; and, the 
same being read, some were agreed to. and others 
disagreed to. 

The said bill was then further amended, and, 
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together with the amendments, ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Murray, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the registration and protection 
of American seamen ; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. Wiiuiam Samira, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill laying duties on licenses 
for selling wines and distilled spirituous liquors by 
retail ; which was read twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the more effectual 
protection of the Southwestern frontier settlers ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto ; which was twice read, and on the ques- 
tion put thereupon, disagreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Sepewick then moved that the House 
should take up the subject of the Bank instal- 
ments, as it would require but a few minutes. 

Mr. Gites, the Message of the Presipen’r, as to 
the application of the French Ambassador for 
money ; and 

Mr. McDowe t the bill for the more effectual 
protection of the Southwestern Territory. 

The three members rose all at the same time, 
and were each of them equally anxious for pre- 
ference, in the priority of discussion. - A prefer- 
ence was given to Mr. McDowe.w’s motion. 
This bill had been frequently postponed, while the 
people for whose safety it isintended had been, dur- 
ing many years, liable to incessant alarm from the 
savages, and if anything was to be done at all, it 
was proper that it should be done now. The 
House resolved itself into a Committee on the 
bill, (Mr. Parker in the Chair.) After some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- 
ported an amendment to the bill, which was nega- 
tived in the House. The bill was then ordefed 
to be engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Sepewick then moved that the House go 
into a Committee on the bill providing for the 
payment of the second instalment due on the Loan 
from the Bank of the United States. Agreed to, 
(Mr. Parker in the Chair.) After making some 
amendments, the Committee rose, and reported 
the same to the House. 


ADVANCE OF MONEY TO FRANCE. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee to whom was referred the Message of 
the Presipent or THe Unirep Srares, of the 
18th of March last, relative to an advance of 
money requested by the Minister of the French 
Republic. 

Mr. Gives offered the following motion : 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized and requested to apply the proceeds of the 
Loan of three millions of florins, lately obtained in Hol- 
land, towards the discharge of the debt remaining due 
to France ; or to the protection and defence of the Unit- 
ed States, if, in his opinion, the same should be found 


Advance of Money to France. 
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necessary for that purpose, any appropriation to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 

Mr. Hitteouse was of opinion that, before any 
payments in advance should be made to the Frene|, 
Minister, it was proper to secure the indemnitica 
tion of our own citizens, who had sustained suc), 
immense losses by the detention of their vessel, 
in the ports of the Republic, both in Europe and 
the West Indies. Mr. H. here made a distine- 
tion, that if the term stipulated for payment of ap 
instalment to France Pad actually arrived, he 
would have made that payment, though they had 
burnt our ships, and have sought redress in the or- 
dinary way. But when they come forward be- 
fore the money is due, and make such a requisi- 
tion, he thought it a fair opportunity to secure the 
claims of American citizens. 

Mr. Nicno.as was in favor of the motion. He 
felt, as an American, that the cause of this coun- 
try and of France were inseparably connected ; 
and that giving the money to the Republic was 
equivalent to expending it in the service of the 
United States. He reminded the House of the 
indelible obligations of America to France. That 
Republic is now reduced to distress, as this coun- 
try was when supported by the French arms. 
Every principle of humanity, of honor, of grati- 
tude, and of justice, calls upon us to give that na- 
tion the most effectual support in our power. 

Mr. Firzsimons.—The Americans have ap- 
plied to M. Fauchet, for payment in this country. 
He has assured them that he cannot give it, bu! 
that he will inform the French Government of 
their application. They are satisfied to wait !»: 
the wan to the Minister, which is expected from 
Europe. 

Mr. Ames remarked, that, as the three million 
of florins had been loaned in Holland for the de 
fence of this country, it would be something worse 
than imprudence to give it away for any other pur- 
pose. The cause of France does not depend on 
her receiving a million of dollars. She is in a 
much better situation to give us that sum, than 
we areto advance it for her. He did not think 
that, to keep our money to ourselves, and to be 
stow it upon France, were the same thing, nor did 
he believe that it would be so considered by the 
citizens of the United States. He could not ap- 
prove the motion. 

Mr. GitLon thought that, as to the claims o 
American citizens, a complete answer had been 
given by the member from Pennsylvania. If the 
merchants themselves are willing to wait for an 
answer from France, nobody else has any concern 
with the matter. He rejected the idea of not pay- 
ing the money to the French until it was due, un- 
less with a restriction in favor of the American 
claimants. The money due to France had been 
advanced by her in the time of our utmost dis- 
tress. It was at present wanted for her own de- 
fence. To indulge us, indeed, she had formerly 
granted a longer time than she was obliged to 
grant for the repayment. But if necessity com- 
pelled her to solicit an abridgment of that indul- 
gence, is it consistent with the feelings of honor 
and generosity, to refuse her such a request ? 
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Mr. Wapswortu was too ill-informed upon this 
question, to know upon what side he ought to vote. 
Much had been said about the gratitude due from 
this country to France. We had been grateful, 
indeed, since we had suffered them for a long time 
past to plunder our vessels without making a com- 
plaint. He stated that the American propert 
seized in the ports of France amounted to one mil- 
lion of dollars, and that taken by her in the West 
India Colonies, to four millions of dollars. Much 
of this property had been paid for in such a way, 
that the owners did not realize more than twenty- 
five per cent. of its value. The present applica- 
tion had been made a long time ago, and Mr. W. 
did not suppose that the French Minister could, at 
present, be in any wantof the money. Since the 
time when he first sought for it, something had 
happened which altered the case. The greatest 
portion of specie in America is now at the com- 
mand of M. Fauchet. There can be, therefore, no 
pretence for giving away this million of dollars on 
the plea of necessity. ‘The Republic herself pos- 
sesses, if we are to believe common fame, more 
cash than all the Kings in Europe; and, though 
the story may be very greatly exaggerated, yet 
make allowance for exaggeration, and still her 
treasures are very great. No part of her misfor- 
tunes can be ascribed to the want of money. Mat- 
ters so standing, he thought that it was our duty 
to make a halt, and begin to take some care of the 
interest of our fellow-citizens. As for gratitude 
towards the Republic, he felt as much of that sen- 
timent as those who talked more about it than he 
did. But he had not learned any good reason why 
this money should be disposed of in this way ; and 
he could not agree to vote so great a sum where 
he could not see the need. 

Mr. Bourne said, that the purposes for which 
it had been first asked, had been long since ac- 
complished without it. The transportation of the 
emigrants of St. Domingo to France had been 
given as a reason for this request, but they were 
all gone already. 

Mr. Sepewick and Mr. Goopuve also spoke. 
The resolution was carried in the Committee, and 
reported to the House, where it was likewise 
carried ; and it was 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Mapr- 
son, Mr. Bearry, and Mr. Hetster, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 


Tuurspay, May 29. 
TAX ON CARRIAGES. 


An engrossed bill, laying duties upon carriages 
for the conveyance of persons, was read the third 
time, and, 

Ordered, That the first section thereof be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House im- 
mediately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House. on the said sec- 
tion; and, after some time spent therein, the Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had had the sec- 
tion committed to them under consideration, and 
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made an amendment thereto; which was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said section, as amended, be 
presently engrossed; and, the said section being 
accordingly brought in engrossed, 

Mr. Mapison objected to this tax on carriages 
as an unconstitutional tax; and, as an unconstitu- 
tional measure, he would vote against it. 

Mr. Ames said, that it was not to be wondered 
at if he, coming from so different a part of the 
country, should have a differeut idea of this tax 
from the gentleman who spoke last. In Massa- 
chusetts, this tax had been long known; and there 
it was called an excise. It was difficult to define 
whether a tax is direct or not. He had satisfied 
himself that this was not so. The duty falls not 
on the possession, but the use; and it is very easy 
to insert a clause to that purpose, which will satis- 
fy the gentleman himself. Mr. Mapison had said 
that the introduction of this tax would break down 
one of the safeguards of the Constitution. Mr. A. 
really saw very little danger to the Constitution 
from it. 

Mr. Mapison explained. 

The said bill was then read the third time; and. 
on the question that the same do pass, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative—yeas 49, nays 22, as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Theodorus 
Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamin 
Bourne, Thomas P. Carnes, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gil- 
lespie, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, Thomas 
Hartley, James Hillhouse, John Hunter, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Francis Mal- 
bone, Alexander Mebane, William Vans Murray, Na- 
thaniel Niles, Andrew Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Tho- 
mas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah 
Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Philip 
Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Thomas Blount, Gabriel Christie, Thomas 
Claiborne, William J. Dawson, William Findley, Wil- 
liam B. Giles, Alexander Gillon, Daniel Heister, Wil- 
liam l.yman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph 
M‘Dowell, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, John Nicho- 
las, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, John Smilie, Tho- 
mas Sprigg, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, and 
Richard Winn. 

SUNDRY BILLS. 


An engrossed bill for the more effectual protec- 
tion of the Southwestern Frontier settlers was 
read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill providing for the payment of 
the second instalment due on a Loan made of the 
Bank of the United States, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the motion 
of the twelfth instant for the acceptance of a ces- 
sion by the State of New York of a piece of land 
at Montauk Point. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Prestpent or THE UNITED 
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Srares be authorized to receive cessions of land 
from any State to the United States, for the pur- 
pose of erecting light-houses or beacons, notwith- 
standing the jurisdiction of the State may be re- 
served, except so far as respects the real or per- 
sonal property of the United States. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Frrz- 
simons, Mr. Benyamin Bourne, and Mr. 'TRred- 
WELL, do prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Mapison, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill providing for the payment of a 
certain sum of money to the French Republic ; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. Witutam Smirna, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill laying duties on property 
sold at auction ; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 


NON-INTERCOURSE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 

Mr. Goopuur moved, that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to 
take into consideration a bill empowering the 
Presipent to lay on an Embargo, in the recess of 
Congress, if in his judgment the public exigen- 
cies should render it necessary. 

The House accordingly went into a Commit- 


tee, Mr. ParKer in the Chair. Some amendments | 


were made, and reported, and the House took them 
up. 
Mr. GiLton observed, that this bill afforded him 
an opportunity of expressing his acquiescence in 
the propriety of an Embargo, to be laid by the 
PRESIDENT, as exigencies should require. He was 
attached to the principle of the bill, and thought 
that every addition, which could be useful, ought 
to be ingrafted on it: he therefore embraced the 
present opportunity of bringing forward the reso- 
lution that he had laid upon the table on Saturday 
last, for a renewal of the Embargo. The motion 
Was, in substance, that from and after the 10th 
day of June next, the Embargo shall be renewed. 
He thought that this motion was a matter that 
required a discussion, and an immediate decision, 
as many minds were afloat respecting it. It might 
be expected, that many remarks would be made 
in support of this clause being added to the bill; 
but, when gentlemen recollect that the principles 
of this measure must have been fully investigated 
when the question of an Embargo was first con- 
templated, and that in its renewal similar obser- 
vations were made, he conceived that a repetition 
of these principles was unnecessary, as the ses- 
sion was closing. Yet, as some new matters had 
arisen, he would make some observations on them, 
in a very brief manner. 

He had always held the doctrine, that, in many 
cases, the voice of their constituents ought to be 
the guide of the House. This case embraced that 
idea. He presumed that their constituents were 
as able to make observations, and to obtain in- 
formation, as they were; therefore, when our con- 
stituents form an opinion, are not we, asked Mr. 
G., bound to listen to it?) Ought we not to re- 
examine the case? Surely we ought; especially 
when our constituents publicly assemble together 
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on the subject, hold solemn debates, form resoly.. 
publish them, and transmit them not only to thej; 
own Representatives, but having fully as muel, 
confidence in the Representatives of other State 
transmit authenticated copies to them also—ough; 
not the House to deem such actions very nearly 
verging to instructions? Possessed with this ides 
Mr. G. said, that it became his duty to press {oy 
ward a renewal of the Embargo, because the pur 
pose for which it was first laid on had not beey 
obtained, and because new informations are ye- 
ceived of the condemnation of a large property 
that we were in hopes would have been release, 
by the Orders of the 8th of January. from thy 
Court of London. 

The House had been applied to by variou, 
meetings of their constituents, from one end of 
the Continent to the other, to continue the /y)- 
bargo, and all approving of the former conduct of 
the Legisiature in laying it on; and they had not 
been applied to by any persons, except some un- 
der this roof, to discontinue it. He called on cen 
tlemen to come forward, as he should, with the 
information that they had all received from their 
constituents, either for or against the measur 
This would bring forward the sense of the con 
stituents, as well as of their Representatives; and 
having made this eall, Mr. G. said, that he should 
now explain the sense of his own constituent: 
thereon: they were expressed in the document 
which he had produced to the House from a very 
respectable number of merchants in Charleston; 
they are further stated to you by the resolves ot 
the meeting in Pinckney district, a very large dis- 
trict on the coast of South Carolina, which con- 
tains upwards of twenty-eight thousand white 
persons. How many were present Mr. G. knew 
not, but their resolves breathe an approbation ov! 
the Embargo and of its continuance, with an a 
surance of their determination to support our me: 
chants in their just demand of restitution. Ther 
fore, he should vote for the Embargo to be renew 
ed on the 10th of June next, as supported by a 
member from New Jersey. 

But other reasons occurred, when the subject 
was under discussion last week. It was observed 
that a continuation of the Embargo might work 
an injury to our allies. He declared himself on 
of the last men who would hazard any step to 
injure the interest of our worthy allies, whose acts 
of friendship to us during the last war had per- 
haps proved the best props to our seats under this 
roof. But exceptions might be introduced, to 
qualify this clause in such a way as not to ailec! 
them, by permitting produce to be exported in 
American bottoms for the French Governmen! 
and, if necessary, under convoy. He observed. 
also, that as many of the French islands were 
lately captured by the British, no plea could !» 
introduced for supplying them, unless we meant 
to hold out to the world that we were determined 
to do good for evil; that is, to furnish the con 
querors with all which they needed, to enable 
them to recommence their depredations agains! 
our commerce; for, without our supplies, they 
could not keep their privateers out. The crops it 
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France were advancing; by w hich, with the late | 


supplies gone and going from hence, he thought 
that our allies would not be in want. For these 
reasons, he did not see how the Embargo could 


operate as an injury to our allies. But, sir, said | 


Mr. G., let us examine the situation of our mer- 
chants. They have applied to you for redress. 
They have no other appeal to make but to you, 
where cognizance can be taken of their case. 
What have you done? There is on your table a 
resolve to guarantee a general indemnification to 
them, and another to sequestrate the British debts; 
but, asa member [ Mr. CLark] formerly said, they 
are taking a nap: I rather think that it will be the 
sleep of death. 

If merchants cannot insure their property, they 
may think of doing as is done in other countries; 


that is, arm their vessels to defend their property. | 
Have they not a right, sir, to do it?) Can you} 


1’ 
i 


prevent it? No, Well. then. they meet with 
British privateers; of course they defend them- 
selves, and are likely captured; the treatment 
which they receive compels you to send to de- 
mand your citizens, as was the case in Captain 
Barney’s late capture. The British refuse. Why, 
sir, the very necessity of a just arming, which 
you can form no law to prevent, brings you into 
what every prudent American would wish to 
id—a war—with any Power. 

There is another reason. If the Embargo is 
not renewed, how are your suffering merchants 
to be reinstated in their losses?) America will 





not pay them out of her Treasury. You will not | 


make a Loan for them, as I proposed the other 
day. You will not even extend the time of their 


paying their dues to your Treasury, as I also pro- | ¢ 


posed. But you let slip through your hands, by 


the Embargo being off, the only certain fund of 


restitution, viz. the British property, public and 
private, now in America; and when that is once 
gone, to what are the merchants to have recourse ? 
Behold the late cor respondence between your 
Secretary of State and the British Minister here! 
The instant that you apply for explanations on 
their troops advancing on your Territories, under 


Colonel Simcoe, the Minister replies, with a string | 
of retorts on you, just as his Court will do to your | 


Ambassador, Mr. Jay. And here I aver it, as a 
matter of fact, that when he demands restitution. | 


they will come forward with their demands. The | 
first will be, payment of the prizes sold in Ame- | 
rica, that were brought in by French cruisers. In| yy ° 
what way are you to con iply 2? Surely our citi-| 3, | 
zens are not to be taxed for it. Of course, they 
refuse you any restitution. Therefore, we are | 
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were trading under the protection of your laws. 
| and the laws of nations. 

The amendment offered by Mr. GiLLon was 
negatived, without a division or any further de- 
bate; ; and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom were referred two reports of the Secre- 
tary for the Department of War, respecting the 
return of invalids; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
| tee had had the said report under consideration. 
'and come toa resolution thereupon; which was 
| twice read, and agreed to by the House, as fol- 
lows : 

Resolred, That the Seeretary of War be di- 
rected to place upon the list of invalid pensiuners 
of the United States all such persons returned by 
| the District Judges of the several districts, under 
| the act of Congress of the twenty-eighth of Fe- 
bruary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, as shall appear, by the evidence accompa- 
nying such returns, and such documents as may 
be in the Office of the War Department, to come 
clearly within the act aforesaid, and are reported 
by the Sec retary of War as having evidence com- 
plete ; and in case of commissioned officers, con- 
| tained in the said returns, who may, under this 
| resolve, be placed upon the pension list ata sum 
less than full pensions, that the same rule respect- 
| ing areturn of commutation be adopted with them 
| as is provided by an act of Congress in favor of 

Captain Davie Cook, of December sixteenth, one 
thousand sevea hundred and ninety-one ; and that 
| all persons contained in the said returns, whose 
evidence is not complete, be returned by the Se- 
eretary of War to the District Judges, respective- 
ly, who reported them, by name, stating the par- 

ticular reasons why their evidence is not complete, 

and, in each case, name the person whose evi- 
dence of leaving service is not lodged in his office ; 
and the District Judges, respectively, shall forth- 
with notify, in every part of their districts, the 
persons named, and the reasons why their evi- 
| dence is not complete, that they may have an op- 
portunity to complete the same. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
| suant to the said resolution ; and that Mr. Tracy 
[revwe.t, Mr. Bearry,and Mr. THarcuer, 
| do prepare and bring in the same. 
| 


SUNDRY BILLS. 








brought under the favorite two words of the offi-|_ Mr. Frrzstmons, from the committee appointed, 


cial correspondence alluded to—statu quo. Yes, 


presented a bill to authorize the Prestpent oF 


a truly statu quo; things to remain in the same| run Unrrep Srares to receive cessions of land 


state as they are at present. The British have 


for the site of light-houses and beacons, under cer- 


plundered you of your property; they keep it in | tain limitations; which was read twice and com- 
statu oe Well, you have got hold of their pro- | mitted. 


perty 


rere; keep that also in statu quo, by renew- A message from the Senate informed the House, 


ing the Embargo, till you have proofs from your | that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
Minister Extraordinary that your merchants will | act to increase the Military Force of the U nited 
receive the damages that they are entitled to for | States, and to encourage the recruiting service,’ 


their property captured from them, whilst they 


to which they desire the concurrence of the House. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled “ An act for extending the benefit of 
a drawback, and terms of credit, in certain cases, 
and for other purposes ;” and, after some time spent 
therein, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made no amendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill do lie on the table. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from proceeding on so much 
of the report of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred a Report of the Secretary of War on sixty 
petitions as relates to the petition of John Robbe. 

Resolved, That the said John Robbe be placed 
on the list of pensioners, pursuant to the Report 
of the Secretary of War ; and that Mr. JeremiaH 
Smira, Mr. Corr, and Mr. Matsone, do prepare 
and bring in a bill for that purpose. 


Fripay, May 30. 

An engrossed bill authorizing the PresipENT 
or THE Unirep Srares to lay, regulate, and re- 
voke embargoes, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to increase the Military Force of the United 
States, and to encourage the recruiting service,” 
was read the first time. 

Mr. Smiuie objected that there must be some 
other purpose for these troops than any that had 
been acknowledged ; for he could see none. The 
principle of the bill was wrong. 

Mr. Gigs said, that the bill ought to be named 
“ A bill authorizing the Prestpenr to pass a law 
for raising ten thousand men.” In point of prin- 
ciple, it was infinitely worse than the former one, 
which the House had already rejected, (the one 
supported by Mr. Sepawicx.) He hoped that 
they would not suffer it to go to a second reading. 
We had made estimates of the expenses of this 
year, and have been told that the ways and means 
are not sufficient. Yet, in the face of this, tocome 
upon us all at once with the expense of a standing 
army of ten thousand men was too hard. He 
trusted that gentlemen who would vote for a se- 
cond reading would explain the reasons that could 
induce them to such a measure. The time spent 
upon such a bill would be perfectly cast away. 
He was ata loss to discover against whom these 
ten thousand men were to be employed. 

Mr. Hittuovuse could not, at this moment, de- 
cide whether he ought to vote for this bill or not. 
He would recommend a Committee of the Whole 
to examine its merits. He should think it unge- 
nerous for oa gentleman in that House to call 
for his vote till it had been fully discussed. 

Mr. Firzsimons.—If we were to debate for a 
week upon it, [am sure that there cannot be one 
new idea started. The whole argument lies in 
sO narrow a compass that every member may de- 
cide on a first hearing. The question is, whether, 
on account of the particular state of the country 
at this time, it is proper to intrust the PresIDENT 
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with a discretionary power of raising an Army of 
ten thousand men? For my own part, I am a, ! 
ready to decide just now as I ever can be. 

Mr. Ames.—If we are to go to war, will it no: 
be a prodigious saving of expense to have all mat- 
ters ready beforehand? By being prepared two 
months before the war breaks out, the advantage. 
in economy would be immense, as the price of en 
listing men would rise four-fold when it was one: 
known that war was certain. He knew many 
weak parts in the Union that might be attacke 
and in danger before a body of militia could } 
ready for effectual service. He was not qualified 
for details of this sort; but he knew that Rhode 
Island, for example, might be taken, and, ina sho 
time, so strongly fortified, that it would be difli- 
cult or impossible to retake it. Why were w 
afraid to intrust the Presipent with the powe 
of raising ten thousand men? Can any body o: 
men to be raised in this country tread down the 
substantial yeomanry? This is quite an Utopian 
dread. It is infinitely cheaper to raise and em- 
body an Army at leisure, when the storm is seen 
to be approaching, than all at once, when twenty 
things must be done at the same time. ‘There | 
besides, a material distinction between this bi! 
and the former. The force may be discontinued 
whenever the Legislature thinks proper ; nor is i: 
to be raised at all unless the PrestpEn’r sees 0: 
thinks it necessary. The principle of the ! il! i: 
therefore, much iss exceptionable than that o! 
the other. To reject a bill on the first reading 1: 
a bad practice. Mr. A. hoped that the House 
would guard against it, unless where any thing 
was grossly improper, and depended on a sing! 
principle. But he trusted that the House would 
in every common case, set their faces against i! 


Mr. Smisie controverted every thing said }y 
Mr. Ames. He thought that the measure woul 


involve this country in a very useless expense 
Did we intend to rival the Military Establish 
ments in Europe? The British might be expect- 
ed to increase their forees in Canada in propo! 
tion to those of the United States. 

Mr. Dayron followed Mr. Smitie, and said 
that the arguments of the member who spoke las! 
although intended to make a different impression 
had convinced him of the impropriety of rejecting 
this bill upon its first reading. That gentleman 
had thought proper to enter into the intrinsic me- 
rits at this stage of it, when those who favored its 
principles could have no opportunity of defending 
or amending the particular parts of it. He had 
heard the objects of it grossly misrepresented. |! 
had been asserted that the bill contemplated th: 
increase of our Military Peace Establishment to 
sixteen thousand men. 

{Mr. Smitie interrupted Mr. Dayvron by de- 
claring that he had never said or meant any sucli 
thing. But the defence of the Western Terr! 
tory was to require six thousand men; and these, 
with the ten thousand to be raised by this bill 
would amount, in the whole, to sixteen thousand 
men. | 

No such thing (said Mr. D.) was to be found in it 
and he called upon gentlemen to show upon what 
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such anassertion was founded. He, for one, was of 


opinion that the interests and safety of the United 
States might be materially promoted by our vest- 
ing the PresipenT with the power to raise these 
men, if war should break out in the recess of Con- 
gress. Who did not believe that such an event 
was not only possible, but in some degree proba- 
ble? Who would say that, if war “should be 
forced upon us, this would not be considered as a 
most valuable provision, because we might have 
this respectable body of troops engaged, equipped, 
and prepared to act the moment that hostilities 
should be declared by the constituted authority ? 
He would address himself to the feelings and in- 
terests of the member who spoke last, and those 
similarly circumstanced. They resided in the 
interior parts of the country, and hence it was 
that they did not seem to experience such lively 
sensations at the approach of danger on the East- 
ern frontiers—the sea. What (he asked) was 
their situation, and what had they to fear in case 
of an open rupture with Great Britain? It was 
easy to foresee that they would be vigorously 
pressed, not only by those Indians which are at 
present hostile, and by the regular troops in that 
quarter, but by all the neighboring nations of sa- 
vages over whom British threats or bribes could 
have influence. A part of the Six Nations, too, 
would probably join the confederacy, and the 
frontier settlers of Virginia, Penneylvanis, and 
New York. would certainly be driven in. With 
such a corps as the one proposed, an early check 
might be given to their irruptions, and the war be 
carried to their towns. 

On the other hand, what would be the conse- 
quence, if, after the Presipenr perceives a war 
inevitable, he is not permitted to make the small- 
est preparation until he can convene Congress? 
Two months must be lost in convening them, ow- 
ing to the extreme distances of their residence, all 
which time would be employed by our enemies 
in increasing their forces, in strengthening their 
posts, and establishing new ones, and in invading 
our country. Let this discretionary power be 
given to the Presipenrt, (with whom much great- 
er had repeatedly been lodged, and had never in 
any instance been improperly exercised,) and the 
men might be engaged while the members were 
collecting, and a small army in readiness so act as 
Congress should by law direct and authorize. No 
danger could arise from it, because the enlistments 
of those who might be engaged would be void, 
unless the Legislature, immediately upon their 
meeting, should confirm them. It had been said, 
that our reliance should be upon the militia. He 
had, Mr. D. said, as high an opinion of militia as 
any member in that House, for he had witnessed 
their exertions and importance in the late war, but 
could it be said that it would be very convenient 
or agreeable to them. to be drawn a distance from 
their own homes, to be employed in taking and 
garrisoning posts, if it should be deemed advisable 
to direct operations of that kind? He concluded, 
with wishing that the bill might be allowed to 
have a second reading, as constructions had been 
imputed to it which it certaialy would not bear. 
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Mr. Mavison did not accede to the principle of 
the bill. He did not see any such immediate pros- 
pect of a war, as could induce the House to violate 
the Constitution. He thought that it was a wise 
er. in the Constitution, to make one branch 

Government raise an army, and another con- 
yi it. If the Legislature had the power to con- 
duct an army, they might embody it for that end. 
On the other hand, if the Presipen'r was empow- 
ered to raise an army, as he is to direct its motions 
when raised, he might wish to assemble it for the 
sake of the influence to be ac quired by the com- 
mand. The Constitution had wisely guarded 
against that danger on either side. He could not, 
in the present case, consent to the breaking down 
of this barrier of public safety. He saw no neces- 
sity for it; nor any violent probability, that this 
country will be speedily invaded by any force, to 
which the present Military Establishment cannot 
make an adequate resistance. Let us hear from 
the Minister whom we have just sent to Britain, 
before we take such abrupt and expensive mea- 
sures. We shall certainly hear from him, at least. 
before we are invaded. Now, if we enter into a 
calculation of the time requisite for his arrival in 
Britain, for commencing his business, and for send- 
ing back an account of what kind of reception he 
has met with, we shall find that by this period, 
Congress will have met again; or at least, the in- 
terval will be so small as to make it not worth 
while to embrace any measure of this kind. Upon 
the whole, he could not venture to give his con- 
sent for violating so salutary a principle of the 
Constitution, as that upon which this bill en- 
croached. 

Mr. Sevewicx differed from Mr. Mapison. He 
did not think that, in certain contingencies, war 
was so distanta prospect. Simcoe is going to erect 
a fort in our Territories, and the Presipent has 
declared that he will repel the attempt. We all 
know the waste of time and property in the last 
war, at its commencemént, by trying to do the busi- 
ness with militia. The proposal met his approba- 
tion, as did the resolution of the PRESIDENT, to re- 
pel force by force. 

Mr. Finp.ey spoke against the bill. 

The question was then stated, to wit: “Shall 
the said bill be rejected?” and, after debate thereon, 
the question being taken, it was resolved in the 
affirmative—yeas 50, nays 32—as follows: 

Yras.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, ‘Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Abra- 
ham Clark, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Daw- 
son, Henry Dearborn, William Findley, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gil- 
man, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, Daniel 
Heister, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, William 
Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John 
Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah 
Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert 
Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cort- 
landt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin 
Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 
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Nays.—Fisher Ames, Benjamin Bourne, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Thomas Hartley, James 
Hillhouse, William Hindman, Henry Latimer, Amasa 
Learned, Francis Malbone, Peter Muhlenberg, William 
Vans Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, 
William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Artemas Ward, and John Watts. 


It was then moved that the Whole House go 
into a Committee on the bill for licenses on selling 
wine, and distilled spirits. Mr. Goopuus was for, 
and Mr. Gigs against the motion. Ona division 
forty-four gentlemen rose in favor of it. The 
House accordingly went into a Committee, Mr. 
Parker in the Chair. 

The Committee, after some discussion, rose, and 
reported the bill with amendments. The House 
went into the consideration of the report. After 
some time, the question was put, “Shall this bill 
be engrossed for a third reading?” Ayes 41, noes 38. 


ADVANCE OF MONEY TO FRANCE. 


Mr. Parker then moved that the House take 
into consideration the bill for payment of a certain 
sum of money to the French Republic. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee on 
this bill—Mr. Parker in the Chair. 

Several amendments were proposed, and several 
members spoke. 

Mr. Gites knew that Mr. Fauchet was anxious 
for this money, and spoke of it as necessary for his 
operations. He did not know whether to-day, to- 
morrow, or at what time in particular; but in fact 
the money was needed. He had another remark 
to make. This loan of three millions of florins 
had come upon all parts of the House alike, un- | 
expectedly. Before it was known, we heard of no 
particular complaints from the Treasury, for want 
of money to raise the fortifications. But now, 
when the loan was come, the tone was altered, 
and there was a loud ery of emptiness in the Trea- 
sury. 

Mr. GILuon said, that gentlemen talked of giving 
this money, as if we were doing a favor to France. 
Is this so? We are sending a new Ambassador 
to that country. A very pretty introduction truly 
he would have at Paris, with our credentials in 
ie one hand, and a refusal to pay the debts due to the 
Republic in the other. We have been in need of 
her assistance before, and we may want it again. 

The Committee made some amendments. The 
Chairman reported them, and the bill finally passed 
the House. 
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SUNDRY BILLS. 
A message from the Senate informed the House, 





F ie that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
| fee act making further provision for securing and col- 
Ae lecting the duties on foreign and domestic distilled 


spirits, stills, wines, and teas,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill to impose a duty of one cent per ton 
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on all vessels from a foreign voyage into the port 
of Baltimore; and that Mr. Murray, Mr. Ary- 
STRONG, and Mr. Hunrer, be the said committe; 

The House next went into a Committee, My. 
PaRKER in the Chair, on the bill for laying a duty 
on property sold at auction. The whole bill wa 
strongly opposed by Mr. Ruruerrorp. - 

The Committee reported some amendments. 
which were agreed to, and the bill was ordered 1) 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Jeremian Smita, from the committee ap 
pointed, presented a bill for the relief of Johy 
Robbe; which was read twice and ordered to ty 
engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. W. Smrru laid on the table a motion thai 
a committee be appointed to inquire and report 
whether the sums appropriated for the fortitica 
tions of the ports and harbors of the United State 
be competent for that effect. 

The resolution was immediately taken up. and 
negatived ; and the House adjourned. 


Sarurpay, May 31. 


Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee appointed 
presented a bill to extend the credit for duties on 
teas imported in the ship Argonaut, and to permit 
the export of goods saved out of the wreck of th 
snow Freelove; which was read twice and com 
mitted. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit 
tee of the Whole House on the bill making cer- 
tain alterations in the act for establishing the Ju 
dicial Courts of the United States, and altering 
the time and place of holding certain Courts ; and 
after some time spent therein, the Committee ros: 
and reported progress. 

An engrossed bill laying duties on licenses fo 
selling wines and distilled spirituous liquors. by 
retail, was read the third time; and, on the ques 
tion that the said bill do pass, it was resolved i 
the affirmative—yeas 53, nays 23, as follows: 


Yxras.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Thomas Blount, 
Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, 
David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekie! 
Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, William Barry Grove, George Hancock, James 
Hillhouse, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Matthew 
Locke, James Madison, Alexander Mebane, William 
Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Josep: Neville, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr 
Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Robert Rutherford. 
Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith. 
William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John F 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts. 
Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Benjamin Bourne, (a- 
briel Christie, Joshua Coit, George Dent, William Find- 
ley, Alexander Gillon, Daniel Heister, William Hind- 
man, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, Francis Mal- 
bone, Joseph McDowell, Anthony New, Nathaniel Niles, 
John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas 
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Tredwell, Philip Van “Cortlandt, 
Francis Walker, and Richard Winn. 


An engrossed bill providing for the payment of 
a certain sum of money due to the French Re- 
publie, was read the third time; and. on the ques- 
tion that the said bill do pass, it was resolved in 
the affirmative—yeas 53, nays 23, as follows: 


Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, ‘Thomas Claiborne, Abraham 
Clark, William J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, William 
B. Giles, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
Gilman, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry 
Grove, George Hancock, Daniel Heister, William Hind- 
man, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Francis Mal- 
bone, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William 
Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- 
ray, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Na- 
thaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, 
Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, George Thatcher, Tho- 
mas T'redwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, 
and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, David Cobb, Peleg Coftin, 
Joshua Coit, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, James Hill- 
house, ‘Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Alien, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
Artemas Ward, and John Watts. 


An engrossed bill laying duties on property sold 
at auction, was read the third time; and, on the 
question that the said bill do pass, it was resolved 
in the affirmative—yeas 55, nays 27, as follows: 


Yeras.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Abraham Clark, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, George Hancock, 
James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Hunter, 
John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Peter Muh- 
lenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Alex- 
ander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, 
Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Truinbull, John E. Van Allen, 
Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Benjamin 
Williams. 

Nays.—Thomas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac 
Coles, George Dent, William Findley, Alexander Gil- 
lon, William Barry Grove, Daniel Heister, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Anthony 
New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Francis Preston, 
Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, Tho- 
mas T'redwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
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that, the Vice Prestpent being absent, the Se- 
nate have proceeded to the choice of the PRESIDENT 
pro tempore, and Rautreu Izarp has been duly 
elected. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled 

“An act making further provision for securing 
and collecting the duties on foreign and domestic 
distilled spirits, stills, wines, and teas ;” and, the 
same being read, some were agreed to and others 
disagreed to. 

Resolved, That a conference be desired with 
the Senate on the subject-matter of the amend- 
ments disagreed to; and that Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Parker, and Mr. Sep@wick, be appointed ma- 
nagers at the said conference on the part of this 
House. 

Mr. Murray, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to provide for a health Hicer for 
the town of Baltimore; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of James Vanuxem, 
made a report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Collector of the District of 
Pennsylvania be authorized to receive from James 
Vanuxem, consignee of the cargo of the ship Ar- 
gonaut, bonds, with sufficient surety, for the 
amount of the duties on the teas imported in the 
said ship, payable on the day of May, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, or to re- 
ceive such of the said teas as may be now on 
hand, to secure the payimeut aforesaid, at the op- 
tion of the said James Vanuxem. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Frrz- 
simons, Mr. Goopnue, and Mr. Foster, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill concerning invalids; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a resolution, in the form of a concurrent 
resolution of the two Houses, concerning invalids; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to 
the committee last appointed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of James and Shoemaker: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring ina bill to entitle the said James 
and Shoemaker to draw back the duties paid on 
the goods mentioned in the said petition, in case 
of their exportation. 

Ordered, That Mr. Frrzstmons, Mr. Goopnuve, 
and Mr. Fosrer, be a committee pursuant to the 
said resolution. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Governor of Maryland, enclosing a re- 
turn of the election of GaprieL DuvaLt, to serve 
as one of the members of this House for the said 
State, in the room of John Francis Mercer, who 
has resigned his seat; which was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate insist on their amendments disa- 
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greed to by this House to the bill, entitled “ An 
act making further provision for securing and col- 
lecting the duties on foreign and domestic distilled 
spirits, stills, wines, and teas;” and agree to the 
conference desired by this House on the subject- 
matter of the said amendments, to which confer- 
ence the Senate have appointed managers on 
their part. 


PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. 


Mr. Fitzsimons moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee on the bill for additions to 
an act for the punishment of certain crimes in the 
United States. He spoke a few words in expla- 
nation and support of the bill. 

Mr. Nicnouas, Mr. Gites, and Mr. Mapison, 
spoke against it. Mr. Sepawick and Mr. Mur- 
ray defended the bill. The former gentleman 
recommended a delay of the bill, as it was too 
late in the session to discuss a subject of such 
magnitude, 

Mr. Ames rose after Mr. Mapison. He said 
that to postpone the bill was to reject it. It was 
saying we shall do nothing till next December to 
provide against events that will happen in the 
course of next Summer. He thought that the re- 
ght be attended with danger- 
ous consequences. Had we forgotten the dis- 
graceful annals of the last year, and those deci- 
sions the black records of our dishonor? Juries 
would be afraid to give verdicts in these cases, 
when there seemed to be a doubt in the Legisla- 
ture, which might be inferred from the rejection 
of this bill. Juries, such as we find them in Ame- 
rica, (and Mr. A. said that he believed no other 
country had them half as good,) are not equal to 
the task of determining points in the Law of Na- 
tions. Every question of this kind was of itself 


much more intricate than another in the munici- | 


pal law. Nor will juries find, or think themselves 
safe in such cases to determine. There was an- 
other difficulty: the general authority of the United 
States was so limited, that it might be, perhaps, 
no easy matter to put a sentence in execution. 
We had been told, from the first authority—that 
of the Prestpenr—an authority which in no Go- 
vernment but ours would be called in question— 
that such additional powers were necessary. But 
if. aftér this notice. we reject the bill, this must 
damp the exertions of the Executive; and what 
if we shall be driven into a war by the licentious 
behaviour of some individuals? We are going to 
throw out this bill, though a great part of it is 
confessedly good. Mr. A. likewise adverted to 
the scheme of casting out bills at the first reading. 
This gave them a great and unfair disadvantage. 
The theory was bad, and the practice was a com- 
mentary, that made it appear still worse. 

Mr. Batpwin saw no harm in letting the bill 
lie by till next session. It had been laid aside for 
six months past; and why might it not be so for 
six months hence? There was no more danger 
in time to come than there: had been already. 
There was not now time to do justice to a biil of 
such magnitude and importance. It ought not to 
be crowded into the tail of a session. 
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Mr. Tracy said that this bill had been laid by 
for three or fourmonths. It had been said before 
and properly, that this bill was to be decided upon 
before the end of the session.” So that gentlemen 
who complained of its being now introduced had 
either forgotten or did not give it an ingenious 
Opposition. 

Mr. Nicwouas declared that he had never heard 
anything of it more than a whisper between gey- 
tiemen in their seats. 

The House were impatient for the question. 

Mr. Wapsworth said that he should not detaiy 
members long. He said it was pretty certain that 
we should instantly be in awar. Ten, or perhaps 
twenty, American privateers had been fitted out 
from one port of the Continent to cruise on Bri- 
tish commerce. He could not say that the news 
was absolutely true; but he mentioned it, on that 
sort of foundation on which intelligence is com- 
monly received. If the Executive cannot hinder 
these people from going to sea in this way, we 
must be forced into hostilities immediately. We 
send an Ambassador to England to secure peace; 
and we follow up this application by sending out 
privateers. Will any nation, in such a case, be- 
lieve that our desire of peace is sincere? Is the 
seizing of their ships a sign of it? He was sur- 

rised to hear from the gentleman from Georgia 
Mr. Batpwin] that there had been no intention 
understood of taking up this bill before the close ot 
the session. He was for going into a Committee. 

Mr. Bourne said tiat, since they had begun th 
discussion, intelligence had been received, but hi 
did not assert it as positively authentic, that eight 
British prizes had been carried into Charleston in 
one day. 

The question was then put, Shall the House go 
into a Committee immediately on this bill? and 
it was resolved in the aftirmative—yeas 49, nay: 
32, as follows: 


Yeas.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry Dearborn, William 
Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekie! 
Gilbert, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, ‘Thomas 
Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, F'ran- 
cis Malbone, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, 
Nathaniel Niles, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, ‘Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, ‘Tho- 
mas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, (reorge 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van (aas- 
beck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas 
Ward, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn 
and Joseph Winston. 


Naxs.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, ‘I ho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, ‘Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, W'lliam 
J. Dawson, George Dent, William B. Giles, Danie! 
Heister, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, William Ly- 
man, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph Me- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicho- 
las, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, 
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Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas 
Tredwell, and Francis Walker. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
said Committee; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose and reported progress. 


Monpay. June 2. 


An engrossed bill to extend the credit for teas 
imported in the ship Argonaut, and to permit the 
export of goods saved out of the wreck of the snow 
Freelove, was read the third time and passed. 

The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for extending the benefit of a drawback and term 
of credit in certain cases, and for other purposes,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 


from Francis Joachin Van Aken, styling himself 


Assistant Judge, addressed to the Congress of the 
United States, and dated Orebro, in Sweden, the 
first of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, stating the particulars of his discovery 
of an art, described in the Swedish language, for 
extinguishing fires, and preventing confla agrations, 
whether in war or peace, on board of vessels, or in 
houses on fire; which was read, and ordered to 
be sent to the Senate for information. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or tHe Unirep States 


Gentlemen of the Senate and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I send you certain communications, recently received 
from Georgia, which materially change the prospect of 
affairs in that quarter, and seem to render a war with 
the Creek Nations more probable than it has been at 
any antecedent period. While the attention of Con- 
gress will be directed to the consideration of measures 
suited to the exigency, it cannot escape their observa- 
tion that this intelligence brings a fresh proof of the in- 
sufficiency of the existing provisions of the laws towards 
the effectual cultivation and preservation of peace with 
our Indian neighbors. G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, June 2, 1794. 


The said Message was read, and, together with 
the communications therein referred to. ordered to 
lie on the table. 


PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. 
@ Mr. Goopuue then moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 


bill for additions to an act for the punishment of 


certain crimes against the United States; which 
was agreed to. 

The first section was then read, and Mr. Nicnuo- 
LAS moved that it should be struck out. The 
words are as follows: 


“If any person shall, within the territories or juris- 
diction of the United States, accept or take a commis- 
sion to serve a Foreign Prince or State, in war, by land 
or sea, the person so offending shall be deemed guilty 
of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined not less than 

dollars, nor more than ———; and shall be 
imprisoned not exceeding nor less than ao 





The motion was carried by a majority of one ; 
yeas 39, nays 38. 
Mr. Nicuoas then moved to strike out a part 
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of the second section, which punishes a man for 
enlisting ina foreign service, or for going outof the 
limits of the United States to enlist in foreign ser- 
vice; and he proposed an amendment instead of it. 
His interpretation of the section, as it stood, was 
contested by Mr. Kirrera, who thought that the 
seduction of citizens to enlist, was the only thing 
meant. 

Mr. Sepe@wick was of opinion that the amend- 
ment of Mr. NicnoLas would authorize officers 
to raise armies in the United States for foreign 
service. He did not think that any man in that 
House would wish to do so. He was extremely 
disappointed at hearing the gentleman speak 
thus. 

Mr. Bouptnor thought that members should 
endeavor to make an amendment in which they 
could be unanimous. He mentioned several rea- 
sons for thinking that this might be done. 

Mr. NicHo.as hoped that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. Sepe@wic om] would always be 
disappointed in his [Mr. N.’s}] sentiments; as 
they were almost always contradictory to those 
of the gentleman himself. He denied the inference. 

Mr. Hin.uovse imagined that it would be the 
highest disgrace to the United States, to suffer any 
man to enlist people here for foreign service. It 
might bring this country intoa war. There were 
turbulent people in every country, who want a 
war ; and we may be involved in it, undesignedly. 

Mr. Bourne thought that there was an incon- 
sistency in the proposal before the House. If it 
was innocent for a person to enlist in foreign ser- 
vice, it was likewise innocent to persuade men to 
do it. 

Mr. Murray had never heard any arguments 
like some of those which this day fell from Mr. 
Nicnotas. Mr. M. was clear for putting a stop 
to all recruiting parties for foreign service. Were 
people only meeting to form the very first elements 
of a civil compact, ‘they would have a right to say 
to each member of their society, that he should 
not enlist in any foreign service, to invade a na- 
tion perhaps friendly to them, without their con- 
sent. ‘To countenance recruiting for foreign ser- 
vice, was admitting into the heart of the e ountry 
an engagement against the sovereignty of the 
country. You inv vite every species of corruption. 
You invite foreign Sovereigns to corrupt your citi- 
zens, and to subvert, if they desire it, the inde- 
pendence and the liberties of America. You put 
it in the power of an ambitious Prince or State 
in Europe to erect a body of men in the country 
for the purpose of overturning the Constitution. 
Something had been said about the principles of 
the Law of Nations; our own experience of last 
Summer and of last Autumn, showed that our 
Courts of Justice were incapable of enforcing 
them. He was against the resolution. 

Mr. Ciark said that he was also against the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia. Let offi- 
cers go abroad, and learn the art of war; but let 
no foreign officers come here to enlist common 
soldiers. 

The amendment of Mr. Nicnoas was rejected 
without a division. 



















































A motion was next made for striki 
fourth section; but this was negatived. 

It was next moved to strike out the sixth sec- 
tion, which stood as follows: 

«“ And be it further enacted, That it shall not be law- 
ful to sell, within the United States, any vessel or goods 
captured from a Prince or State with whom the United 
States are at peace, which vessel or goods shall have 
been captured by any other foreign Prince or State, or 
by the subjects or citizens of such Prince or State; un- 
less such vessel and goods shall have been first carried 
into a port or place within the territory of the Prince or 
State to which the captors belong, but such vessel and 
goods shall be carried out of the United States by those 
who shall have brought them in; and the sale of any 
vessel or goods, prohibited as aforesaid, shall be utterly 
void.” 


Mr. Smrrua, of South Carolina, said this question 
ought to be considered under two points of view: 
first, as to the right of France derived from the 
treaty; second, as to the expediency of admitting 
the practice, independently of any existing right. 
As to the right. This must result either from the 
clear words of the treaty. or from such strong im- 
plication as cannot be resisted. It is evident that 
the right of France to sell prizes in our ports is 
not given by the terms of the treaty. The only 
articles from which it can be pretended to be de- 
rived are the 17th and 22d. The 17tharticle is in 
these words: 

“Tt shall be lawful for the ships of war of either party, 
and privateers, freely to carry wheresoever they please | 
the ships and goods taken from their enemies, &c., they 
may hoist sail at any time, and depart and carry their 
prizes to the places expressed in their commissions, 
which the commanders of such ships of war shall be 
obliged to show,” &c. 

The true construction of this article is the very 
reverse of the right contended for; it is a permis- 
sion to conduct, wheresoever they please, the ships 
and goods taken from the enemy, without paying 
any duty. It is evident that it does not contem- 
plate a freedom to sell their prizes in our ports, 
but, on the contrary, a departure to some other 
place, always to be expressed in their commission. 
where their validity is to be finally adjudged. 
And this construction is given to the article by 
Mr. Jefferson, the Secretary of State, in his cor- 
respondence with Mr. Morris, our Minister in 
France; with Mr. Genet, pages 63, 67, where he 
says. “the article does not give the right to sell 
at all,” and again, “the admission to sell here the 

rizes made by France on her enemies is unstipu- 
ated in our treaties and unfounded in her own 
practice, or in that of other nations, as we believe.” 

No right can be deduced from the 22d article 
but by construction and implication; the terms of 
that are: 


“Tt shall not be lawful for any foreign privateers, &c. 
to fit their ships, &c., to sell what they have taken, or 
in any other manner whatsoever to exchange their 
ships, merchandise, or any other lading,” &c. 

From this negative stipulation as to the enemieS 
of France, an affirmative right is attempted to be 
inferred in favor of France herself; but the infer- 
ence is a false one. Here I again recur to the 
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ng out the | authority of the former Secretary of State, whose 


reasoning with respect to the right of fitting ou; 
privateers, applies to this case, the right to sel| 
prizes under this article standing precisely on the 
same footing as the right to fit out privateers. |) 
page 60 of the printed Correspondence, Mr. Jeff:; 

son says, after quoting the words of the article 

“translate this from the general terms in whieh j; 
here stands into the special case produced by the 
present war,” privateers not belonging to France 
or the United States, and having commissions 
from the enemies of one of them, “are, in the 
present state of things, British, Dutch, and Span- 
ish privateers ;” substituting these then for the 
equivalent term, it will stand thus, * it shall no: 
be lawful for British, Dutch or Spanish privateer: 
to fit their ships in the ports of the United States.” 
Is this an express permission to France to do it ? 
Does the negative to the enemies of France and 
silence as to France herself, imply an affirmative 
to France? Certainly not; it leaves the question 

as to France, open and free to be decided accord- 
ing to circumstances, and if the parties had meant 
an affirmative stipulation, they would have pro- 
vided for it expressly ; they would never have 
left so important a point to be inferred from mere 
silence or implication. Suppose they had desired 
to stipulate a refusal to their enemies, but nothing 
to themselves, what form of expression would 
they have used? Certainly the one they have 
used, an express stipulation as to their enemies, and 
silence as to themselves. And such an intention 
corresponds not only with the words, but the ci: 

cumstances of the times. It was of value to eac! 

party to exclude its enemies from arming in the 
ports of the other, and could in no case embarrass 
them. They, therefore, stipulated so far mutually 

but each might be embarrassed by permitting th 

other to arm in its ports; they therefore would no 

stipulate to permit that. This reasoning prove 

so conclusively the non-existence of the right 
to fit out privateers in our ports, that the French 
Government withdrew their claim, and instructed 
their new Minister to express their approbation 0! 
the steps pursued by our Executive, and ordered 
him to recall all the commissions of privateers 
illegally fitted out. Now there is not an argu- 
ment against the right to fit out privateers whip 
does not apply with equal foree against that o! 
selling prizes; the same words are used in the 
article for both cases, and no inference can be 
drawn in favor of one which may not equally be 
drawn in favor of the other. The right to fit ou’ 
privateers having been altogether abandoned bj 
France, it would be not a little surprising tha! 
the right to sell prizes should now find advocat« 

in our Councils. 

Admitting that, by a forced construction 0 
either of the two above mentioned articles of the 
treaty, an implication might arise favorable to the 
right, yet if the stepping beyond the line of stric' 
obligation in favor of one belligerent Power, 0 
deemed a departure from the line of neutrality, \ 
may well be asked, shall we hazard the blessing 
of peace, and subject ourselves to the calamities 
of war, by inference, implication, or construction 
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But let it be conceded, that either or both the 


articles -import in the clearest manner the right 
contended for, I am ready to prove that the treaty 
quo ad that grant, would be void and of no effect. 

The treaty between France and the United 
States was founded on principles of perfect reci- 
procity ; we are not bound by stipulation, which 
was intended to be mutual, if France was not 


equally bound by it; but France, at the time of 


entering into this treaty, was restrained by antece- 
dent and existing treaties from granting to the 
United States the right of selling their prizes in 
the ports of France; the United States would 
therefore be absolved from the stipulation. suppos- 
ing it to exist. 

These several points can be clearly established. 

The preamble to the treaty in question has these 
strong expressions : 


“ His Most Christian Majesty and the United States 
have judged that the said end could not be better obtained 
than by taking for the basis of their agreement, the most 
perfect equality and reciprocity, and by carefully avoid- 
ing all these burdensome preferences which are usually 
sources of debate, embarrassment, and discontent, by 
leaving also each party to make, respecting commerce 
and navigation, those interior regulations which it 
shall find most convenient to itself, and by founding 
the advantages of commerce solely upon reciprocal 
utility.” 

It is laid down by Vattel, page 302, that— 

“A Sovereign already bound by a treaty cannot 
make others contrary to the first; the things about 
which he has entered into engagements are no longer 
at his disposal; if it happens that a posterior treaty is 
found, in some point, to contradict one that is more 
ancient, the new treaty is null with respect to that 
point, as disposing of a thing that is no longer in the 
power of him who appears to dispose of it.” 

The treaty of Utrecht, between France and 
England, in the year 1713. stipulated in the 15th 
article, that— 


“Tt shall not be lawful for any privateers, &c., who 
have commissions from any Prince or State, in enmity 
with either nation, to fit their ships in the ports of one 
or the other of the aforesaid parties, to sell! what they 
had taken,” &c. 


In the event then of a war between the United 
States and Great Britain, France being neutral, 


we should have been restrained, by the treaty of 
Utrecht, from selling our prizes in the ports of 


France: the reciprocity, which is the basis of the 
treaty, is done away, and we are now called upon 
for a performance on our part of a mutual stipula- 
tion from which the other contracting Power is 
by treaty and the Law of Nations absolved. 

If it be said that the treaty of Utrecht was, on 
account of intervening wars, not in force at the 
time our treaty with France was entered into, I 
will remark in reply, that the treaty of Utrecht 
was recognised by France, and revived by the 
treaty of Paris in 1763, and that it is an acknow- 
ledged maxim of the Law of Nations that the re- 
vival at a peace of a treaty which had been sus- 
pended by a state of war, restores the contracting 
parties to the same rights as if the treaty had 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Punishment of Crimes. 


ern nreon 


750 
[H. or. R. 





never been suspended. Moreover, in the treaty of 
Paris of 1763, it is said— 

“ That the treaty of Utrecht shall serve as a basis to 
that treaty, and is renewed and confirmed in the best 
form, as if it were there inserted word for word, so that 
it is to be exactly observed in future, &c., and the said 
parties declare that they will not suffer any privilege, 
favor, or indulgence to subsist, contrary to the above 
treaty,” &c. 

But what is still more conclusive, the very 
treaty between France and the United States re- 
fers to the treaty of Utrecht as being in full force 
at that time; in the 10th article, the United States 
are restrained from disturbing the right of fishery, 
belonging to France, “on that part of the coast of 
Newfoundland which is designated by the treaty 
of Utrecht, as the rights relative to all and each 
of the isles which belong to His Most Christian 
Majesty, the whole conformable to the true sense 
of the treaties of Utrecht and Paris.” France 
was at peace with England in February, 1778, 
when our treaty was made; the treaty of Utrecht 
was consequently at that time in full foree. But 
France was likewise restrained from granting us 
this right by the terms of the family compact with 
Spain, which was unquestionably in full force at 
the time of our treaty. 

The remarks of Mr. Jefferson on the subject of 
fitting out privateers, are soapplicable and pointed 
that I shall again quote him: page 60, he says— 

“Let us go back to the state of things in France 
when this treaty was made, and we shall find several 
cases, wherein France could not have permitted us to 
arm in her ports, (he might have added, or sell our 
prizes.) Suppose a war between these States and 
Spain. We know that by the treaties between France 
and Spain, the former could not permit the enemies of 
the latter to arm in her ports. It was honest in her, 
therefore, not to deceive us by suchastipulation. Sup- 
pose a war between these States and Great Britain. 
By the treaties between France and Great Britain, in 
force at the signature of ours, we could not have been 
permitted to arm in the ports of France. She could 
not then have meant in this article to give us such a 
right. She has manifested the same sense of it again, 
in her subsequent treaty with England, made eight 
years after the date of ours, stipulating in the 16th 
article of it as in our 22d, that foreign privateers, not 
being subjects of either Crown, should not arm against 
either in the ports of the other. If this had amounted 
to an affirmative stipulation, that the subjects of the 
other Crown might arm in her ports against us, it would 
have been in direct contradiction to her twenty-second 
article with us. So that, to give to these negative sti- 
pulations an affirmative effect, is to render them incon- 
sistent with each other, and with good faith; to give 
them only their negative and natural effect is to recon- 
cile them to one another, and to good faith, and is clear- 
ly to adopt the sense in which France herself has ex- 
pounded them. We may justly conclude, then, that 


the article only obliges us to refuse this right in the 
present case, to Great Britain and the other enemies of 
France ; it does not go on to give it to France, either 
expressly, or by implication; we may then refuse it.” 
The Treaty of Paris, in 1763, and the Treaty ot 
Commerce, in 1786, both of which confirmed the 
Treaty of Utrecht, stipulated that the enemies of 
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the two Powers, viz: France and Great Britain, 
should not be allowed to sell their prizes in the 
ports of either party. Were there any doubt re- 
maining on this head, the practice of France her- 
self would remove it. Her edicts, forbidding the 
sale of prizes in her ports, while in a state of neu- 
trality, by any belligerent Power, and directing 
her vessels of war to carry their prizes into the 
ports of France, where they were fitted out, would 
sufficiently evince her construction of these Trea- 
ties.—(See Valin’s Commentaries on the Marine 
Ordinances of France, pages 272, 277.) 

An argument has been attempted, in another 
place, to be deduced from the Convention with 
the Dutch relative to the sale of prizes, and from 
the second article of our Treaty with France, 
which secures to her the privileges of the most 
favored nation. ‘To this, several answers may be 
given— 

Ist. The Convention with the Dutch was a spe- 
cial Convention, relating to a special case, viz: 
to the then existing war in which both Holland 
and the United States were engaged as co-parties. 
None of the provisions of that Convention can 
relate to a case where the United States are at 
peace. The circumstance of that Convention 
being 
Commerce, though dated on the same day, ex- 
plains that it was intended for a special and tem- 
porary object, and not, like the Treaty of Com- 
merce, meant to be a permanent compact. The 
preamble recites that it is intended to establish 
some uniform principles with relation to prizes 
made by vessels of war upon theircommon enemies. 

2d. The fifth article of that Convention stipu- 
lates that the prizes of either party may be sold in 
their respective ports, as far as may be consistent 
with the twenty-second article of the Treaty of 
Commerce ; which article, however, provides, that 
the Treaty with Holland shall not in any manner 
derogate from the twenty-second aside of the 
Treaty with France. Now, by that article in the 
French Treaty, the Dutch are expressly prohibit- 
ed from selling their prizes in our ports. If Hol- 
land, then, does not now possess the right, how 
ean France derive it through Holland ? 

3d. The secondarticle of our Treaty with France 
only stipulates that each party shall enjoy all the 
privileges of the most favored nation, on allowing 
the same compensation, if the concession was con- 
ditional; but France, as has been shown, cannot. 
consistently with good faith and an adherence to 
her Treaties, grant us the same compensation in 
similar circumstances. She would, therefore, not 
be entitled to this privilege granted to Holland on 
terms of reciprocity, supposing the privilege still 
to exist. 

It remains to consider this important question 
on the ground of expediency. Abandoning the 
idea of right, is it expedient and politic to permit 
the sale of French prizes in the United States ? 

In contemplating this point. the determination 
ought not to be influenced by any prepossessions 
in favor of one or antipathies against another na- 
tion. The true ground of national policy should 
be taken, and the result should be that which is 
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most consistent with our national interest. Tha; 
the permission to France to sell her prizes in oy; 
ports would be advantageous to that nation, an 
inconvenient to her enemies, will not be denied. 
But it is the very circumstance of its thus being 
advantageous to one and inconvenient to others 
of the belligerent Powers which makes it inex 
pedient. 

Were we prepared and resolved to become a 
party in the war, prompted either by gratitude fo, 
one, or resentment against another, of the Power. 
at war, it would be proper that we should at once 
take our side and pursue hostile steps; but, if the 
policy of the country still points to peace, and in. 
vites to neutrality, 1t follows, indispensably, that 
we must strictly adhere to the line of neutrality 
There is no intermediate station between peac 
and war. Whatever may have been our sensi 
bility in respect to injuries received, policy ha: 
for the present dictated to the Government of the 
United States a pacific system, and, as long as that 
system shall be the prevailing one, consistency re- 
quires an adherence to the principles it inculeates. 
The question, then, resolves itself into this: Is th; 
voluntary permission to one of the belligerent 
Powers to sell her prizes in the ports of a neutral 
Power, while the same privilege is withheld from 
others, even our allies, a breach of neutrality? A 
recurrence to writers of authority, as well as the 
reason of the thing, will compel us to answer in 
the affirmative. Vattel, page 498, says: 

“As long as a neuter nation wishes to enjoy this 
situation with certainty, it ought to show in every thing 
an exact impartiality between those who are at war; 
for, if it favors the one to the prejudice of the other, 11 
cannot complain when that other shall treat it as an 
adherent and associate of the enemy. Its neutrality 
would be a fraudulent one, of which no one would be 
the dupe.” 

Mr. Jefferson, in the printed Correspondence, 
page 60, speaking of the fitting out of privateers 
says: 

“Since we are bound by Treaty to refuse it to th: 
one party, and are free to refuse it to the other, we are 
bound by the laws of neutrality to refuse it to that other. 


In page 67, he says, that the permission to sei 
prizes in neutral ports is unfounded in the prac 
tice of France, and. he believes, of all other na 


tions. It is certain that France has passed severe 
laws against it, and that, were we now al wa! 


with any European Power, and France neuter. 
we should not enjoy that privilege in her ports. 
The question is not confined to Great Britain and 
France, and it is not enough to say, “ We lave 
received injuries from the former and_benetits 
from the latter, and, therefore, we should grant & 
special indulgence to one to the detriment of Ui 
other.” Other nations are seriously affected }) 
the decision. Spain, Holland, and Prussia, are ¢v- 
parties in the war against France. (‘There ts. \- 
deed, an appearance of a withdrawing of the lat 
ter, though not yet ascertained.) We have } 
idea of going to war with the first. With the tw 


last we have treaties of amity and commerce. | 
is not improbable, should the war continue, hal 
Sweden may be implicated as one of the Cou- 
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bined Powers. With her we have aiso a Treaty | 
of Amity and Commerce. A permission to France | 
to sell her prizes will be a special privilege for her | 
benefit, to the injury of Spain and Holland cer- | 
tainly, and probably Sweden. Should we feel.no 
peculiar partiality for Spain, yet it ought not to | 
be forgotten that she lent us money during our | 
war with England, and combined with France to | 
aid us. Gratitude should suggest a recollection | 
of the services rendered us by Holland, and should | 
forbid a departure from neutrality, which would | 
essentially affect her interests. In our Treaty 
with Holland it is expressed, “ that there shall be | 
a firm, inviolable, and universal peace and sincere 
friendship between the two countries.” Would 
it be a sincere friendship on our part to facilitate 
to their enemies the capture of their vessels by | 
permitting the sale of them in our ports ? 

In regard to Great Britain, a negotiation is now 
depending for a redress of our wrongs. Whether 
or not there was sufficient cause of immediate war 
against that nation, or whether it was wise in the 
Government to prefer the path of negotiation to 
that of hostility, are questions not now to be dis- 
cussed. The path of negotiation has been enter- 
ed, and ought not to be deviated from till it has 
been fairly explored. Would a departure from 
the line of neutrality, as it relates to that nation, 
be, under the present circumstances, consistent 
with sound policy? Undoubtedly not. I would | 
not furnish her with even this pretext for a refu- | 
sal to do us justice. I would afford every aid, | 
every chance for a successful negotiation. I would | 
avoid throwing any impediments whatever in its 
way, and, having acted thus, should my expecta- | 
tions be disappointed, | shall feel myself justified | 
in exposing my country to all the calamities of | 
war, to endeavor to extort by force that which | 
justice and moderation shall have failed to obtain. 

There are other considerations arising out of 
the question of expediency which claim some no- 
tice. The sale of prizes in our ports will have an 
immediate tendency to increase the number of 
privateers on our coasts, to embarrass and distress | 
our commerce, and to foster that spirit of priva- | 
teering among our own citizens which, at the 
same time that it is a direct violation of neutrality, | 
leads to the introduction of immoral habits. And | 
here [ cannot forbear once more quoting the for- 
mer Secretary of State, who, in page 63 of the | 
printed Correspondence, says: 





“ Were the merchant vessels coming for our produce 
forbidden to have any arms for their defence, every ad- 
venturer who has a boat, or money enough to buy one, 
would make her a privateer. Our coasts would swarm 
with them; foreign vessels must cease to come; our | 


commerce must be suppressed ; our produce remain on | had not shown that we were bound by the Law of 


our hands, or at least that great portion of it which we 
have not vessels to carry away; our ploughs must be 


laid aside, and agriculture suspended. This is a sacri- | 


fice no Treaty could ever contemplate, and which we 
are not disposed to make out of mere complaisance to 
a false definition of the term privateer.” 


The pernicious consequences above described 
would equally flow from the allowance to sell 
prizes. From a view. therefore, of the whole sub- 
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ject, it clearly results that the sale of prizes is not 
stipulated by the Treaty ; that, if it were, it would 
be null, as being repugnant to prior Treaties, and 
not reciprocal; that it is unfounded in the prac- 
tice of France herself; and that it is inexpedient, 
as directly contravening the laws of neutrality, 
and as prejudicial to our commercial interests and 
the morals of our citizens. 

Mr. Manison said, he should not follow Mr. 
Smiru in the long argument which he had ex- 


tracted chiefly from the Correspondence of Mr. 


Jefferson; because, were it admitted to be well- 
founded, it did not reach the true point to be de- 
cided. It was not merely a question, whether we 
were bound by treaty to permit the sale of French 
prizes. There was another question, whether we 
were bound, by the Law of Nations and of neu- 
trality, to refuse that permission? It had not been 
shown that we were bound to such refusal. A 
neutral nation might treat belligerent nations un- 
equally, where it was in consequence of a stipu- 
lation prior to the war, and having no particular 
reference to it. It was laid down expressly, by all 
the best writers, that, to furnish a military force to 
one of the parties, in pursuance of such a stipula- 
tion, without alike aid to the other, was no breach 
of neutrality ; and it amounted to the same thing 
whether the equilibrium were destroyed by putting 
an advantage in one scale, or taking a privilege 
from the other. The Executive had expounded 
the Law of Nations, and our treaties, in this sense, 
by leaving the sale of French prizes free, and for- 
bidding the sale of British prizes. For the Legis- 
lature to decide that we were bound by the laws 
of neutrality to forbid the sale of French prizes 
also, would be to make themselves the expositors 
of the Law of Nations—to condemn the exposition 
of the Executive—to arm Britain with a charge 
against the United States, of having violated their 
neutrality; and, what ought particularly tobe avoid- 
ed, to arm her with claims of indemnification for 


| injuries done her by the sale of prizes. Sucha 
| proceeding would be the more impolitic and extra- 


ordinary, as it could not fail to give extreme dis- 
gust to the French Republic, by withdrawing a 
privilege which it had been determined could be 
rightfully allowed her; and, as the British Minis- 
ter. Lord Grenville, had admitted, in his conversa- 


| tion with Mr. Pinckney. that Britain had reason 


to be satisfied, on-the whole, with the conduct of 
the United States as a neutral nation. 

Mr. Smirn, of South Carolina, observed, in an- 
swer to Mr. Maptson, that as the gentleman had 
given up the point of right, the ground was greatly 
narrowed, and rested altogether on expediency. 
The gentleman had contended that he (Mr. 8S.) 


Nations and of neutrality, to refuse the permission. 
Mr. S. said he was surprised at such an assertion, 
after he had quoted from Vattel and the late Se- 
cretary of State, the following passages, which he 
should again quote, as they had been so soon for- 


'gotten. Vazctel, p. 489, says: 


“As long as a neuter nation wishes to enjoy this 
situation with certainty, it ought to show in every thing 


| an exact impartiality between those who are at war; 
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for if it favors the one to the prejudice of the other, it 
cannot complain when that other shall treat it as an 
adherent and associate of the enemy: its neutrality 
would be a fraudulent one, of which no one would be 
the dupe.” 

Mr. Jefferson, page 60, speaking of the fitting out 
of privateers, which stands on the same footing as 
the selling of prizes, says: 

“Since we are bound by treaty to refuse it to the one 
party, and are free to refuse it to the other, we are 
bound by the laws of neutrality to refuse it to that 
other.” 

The permission to sell prizes, certainly favors 
the one party, to the prejudice of the other; it is 
only with that view that it is required; were it a 
matter of indifference, it would not be asked. 
Vattel, then, shows that it is contrary to the Law 
of Nations for a neuter nation to grant it; and Mr. 
Jefferson shows that it is contrary to the laws of 
neutrality. 

But how does the gentleman prove that it is 
not contrary to the laws of neutrality? By proving 
that a neutral nation might treat belligerent na- 
tions unequally, where it was in consequence of a 
stipulation prior to the war, and having no particu- 
lar reference to it. Mr. 8. said, he subscribed to 
the truth of that doctrine, but it was the very re- 
verse of the present case. How could a case of 
succor, stipulated prior to the war, and having no 
reference to it, apply to a case where it was ad- 
mitted there was no stipulation prior to the war, 
and where the permission to sell would have re- 
ference to the existing war? The gentleman had 
mentioned the acquiescence of the Executive in 
the sale of prizes; but that proved nothing. At 
the commencement of the war between France 
and England, the agents of the former exercised 
the right of fitting out privateers, and of holding 
prize courts; as well might it be said, because a 
stop was not immediately put to this practice, that 
the Executive had acquiesced in it. The fact was, 
that these subjects being new and difficult, much 
time was required to regulate them. The Prest- 
pent had applied to Congress for aid to enforce 
the laws of neutrality ; the subject being properly 
before them, it was competent tv them to prohibit 
every thing which, not being granted by treaty, 
it was contrary to the laws of neutrality to permit: 
this was, therefore, precisely the case where the 
Legislature ought to interpose to preserve the peace 
of the country. Instead of arming Britain with 
claims of indemnification for injuries done her by 


the sale of prizes already made, the sanctioning of 


the practice by striking out the clause, would fur- 
nish her with a pretext for indemnification for all 
prizes hereafter sold. France could not reason- 
ably be dissatisfied, as the question had never been 
determined by the Executive; she had not been 
dissatisfied with the refusal to fit out privateers 
and hold courts; and yet she had as much right 
to complain in both those cases as in the present. 
The British Minister had specified the sale of 
prizes among the causes of complaint, as a devia- 
tion from neutrality; but had it been otherwise, it 
would not alter the propriety of the thing, for 


5 


there were other parties interested besides Eng- 
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land, and it was well known that Spain and Ho). 
land were dissatisfied. , 
Mr. Httuwouse spoke in favor of the clause. 
Mr. Goopnve observed, that the subject |a, 
within a very narrow compass. If, by our treat 
with France, they had a right to sell their priz, 
in our ports, there was nothing more to be said 
If they had no such right by treaty, then it wa, 
to be considered how far giving them this rich) 
would be a violation of our present neutrality 
As to the treaty, Mr. Jefferson, our late Secretary 
of State, in his correspondence, communicated 
us the present session, had explicitly said, that no 
such Noms could be made by France, by yirty, 
of our treaty with them, to such a measure. Ani 
indeed, if we look into the treaty which Franc, 
made with Great Britain in 1786, several year. 
after the one they had formed with us, we shal! 
have all doubts removed on the true construction 
which ought to be had upon the article mutually 
existing between us, by virtue of which such a 
right is pretended; for, in the treaty they made 
with Great Britain, they expressly stipulated that 
in case either party should be at war with any 
other nation, no prizes of the one being so at 
war shall be sold in the ports of the other ; conse- 
quently, had it happened that we had been at war 
with Great Britain, and France had remained ; 
peace, we could not, by the article in our treaty 
with them, have had such an indulgence. Indeed. 
the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. Mapison | seem: 
to give up the right, and takes it up on the ground 
of expediency, and not having a tendency to yio 
late our neutrality. Mr. Jefferson has also, in his 
correspondence, laid down this principle, that if a 
neutral nation granted a favor to one belligerent 
Power which she withheld from the other, it wa: 
so far a violation of neutrality: this principle wa 
incontrovertible. Mr. Mapison had said, we ha 
not heard that the British Government had com- 
plained on this score to our Minister at London; 
but, though that was true, it was nevertheless tru: 
that their Minister here had made complaint o! 
to us; and Mr. G. was of opinion, that, in settling 
our accounts with Great Britain for the spoliation 
they have committed on our commerce, they would 
bring as a charge against us, the prizes made 
their vessels, which we had permitted the sale 
in our ports. He therefore hoped the clause would 
not be stricken out, agreeably to the motion [v1 
that purpose. Mr. G. further observed, that 
had given him much pain to see so many amend 
ments proposed in the progress of this bill, to 
prive the Executive and Judicial powers of this 
Government from being vested with that author't) 
so essentially necessary to restrain the licentious 
from committing such acts as unquestiona)|s 
hazarded the tranquility of our country. 
Mr. Nicwouas and Mr. Tracy also spoke, auc 
Mr. Mapison rose in explanation. : 
For striking out the clause 46—against it 37 
After some further discussion, the Committe: 
rose, and the Chairman reported the bill, wit) 
amendments. 
The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments; whereupon amendments to the first, thire. 
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and fourth sections of the said bill being twice 
read, were, on the question severally put there- 
upon, agreed to by the House. ; 

The amendment to the sixth section of the said 
bill being twice read, to strike out the whole of the 
said section, in the words following: 


“« And be it furter enacted, That it shall not be law- 
ful to sell, within the United States, any vessel or goods 
captured from a Prince or State, or from the subjects or 
citizens of a Prince or State with which the United 
States are at peace, which vessel or goods shall have 
been captured by any other foreign Prince or State, or 
by the subjects or citizens of such Prince or State, un- 
less such vessel and goods shall have been first carried 
into a port or place within the territory of the Prince or 
State to which the captors belong ; but such vessel and 
goods shall be carried out of the United States by those 
who shall have brought them in. And the sale of any ves- 
sel or goods, prohibited as aforesaid, shall be utterly void.” 

On the question that the House do agree with 
the Committee of the Whole House in the said 
amendment, it was resolved in the affirmative— 
yeas 48, nays 38, as follows: 

Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, 
Abraham Clark, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, George Dent, William Findley, William B. 
Giles, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Andrew 
Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, John Hunt- 
er, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, 
Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, 
John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Richard 
Winn. 

Navs.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James Gil- 
lespie, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gor- 
don, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Francis Mal- 
bone, William Vans Murray, Theodore Sedgwick, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Tal- 
bot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
Watts, and Joseph Winston. 


The said bill, with the amendments. was then 
read the third time and passed. 


Tvuespay. June 3. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from Arthur St. Clair, Governor of the Territory 
of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
requesting a speedy decision on the report of the 
committee appointed to inquire into the causes of 
the failure of the expedition carried on against the 
Western Indians, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one ; which was read, and or- 
gered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. Scorr moved that certain papers should be 
printed. On them had been founded the report of 
the committee, as to t.e failure of St. Clair’s ex- 
pedition. 

Mr. Ciark thought that it would be better to 
send the whole papers up with the box that con- 
tained them to Washington county, which the 
member [Mr. Scorr,] came from, and if one or 
two persons there wanted to read them, they might 
do it manuscript. 

Mr. Dayton took the box which held the papers, 
and emptied it on the floor, They made up a 
number of large bundles, 

Mr. Scorr thought that it would be very easy 
to print them. It was observed, that before papers 
were ordered to be printed, it was a rule of the 
House to have them read. The reading would 
take at least a week, though the House were to 
do nothing else. The motion was negatived. 

#Hesolved, That the resolution of the twenty-first 
ultimo, authorizing the Presipent of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives to 
close the present session, by adjourning their re- 
spective Houses on this day, be repealed; and that, 
instead thereof, they be authorized to adjourn their 
respective Houses on Thursday, the fifth instant, 
to meet on that by law appointed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate recede from their amendments 
disagreed to by this House, and insisted on by the 
Senate, to the bill, entitled “ An act making fur- 
ther provision for securing and collecting the du- 
ties on foreignand domestic distilled spirits, stills, 
wines, and teas,” and do agree to the said amend- 
ments, with certain modifications of the same, agree- 
ably to the report of the committee of conference. 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whereupon 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to all the 
modifications of the said amendments, as proposed 
by the committee of conference, except the amend- 
ment to the twelfth section; and that the Senate 
be informed that this House have, in their first 
proceeding on the amendments of the Senate, 
agreed to the amendment to the said twelfth sec- 
tion, as originally proposed by the Senate. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill concerning invalids ; 
and, after some time spent therein. the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto, which was twice read; and, on the ques- 

tion put thereupon, disagreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time today. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to report a state of facts, with their 
opinion thereon, relative to a settlement made by 
the State of North Carolina, for certain claims 
against the United States; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee had had the said report under consider- 
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ation, and made some progress therein. And on the 
question that the Committee of the Whole House 
have leave to sit again on the said report, it passed 
in the negative. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to make further com- 
pensation for the services of the late Robert For- 
syth, Marshal of Georgia; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee had had the said bill under considera- 
tion, and made noamendment thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill supplementary to the 
act, entitled “ An act to promote the progress of 
Useful Arts; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made an 
amendment thereto; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to day. 
It was so read and passed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill appropriating any moneys not al- 
ready appropriated, and that Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. 
Sepewick, and Mr. Hituuousse, be the said com- 
mittee. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing a general abstract of the exports of the United 
States for one year, ending on the thirtieth of Sep- 
tember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three ; also, two summary statements, for the same 
period, exhibiting the value of the exports from 
each State, and a view of the exportation to all the 
foreign Dominions with whom the United States 


maintain a commercial intercourse ; which were | close the present session, by = 


read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying certain duties upon snuff and refined 
sugars,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. The House 
then proceeded to consider the said amendments, 
and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the bill making 
certain alterations in the act for establishing the 
Judicial Courts of the United States, and altering 
the time and place of holding certain Courts; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had again had the said 
bill under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto, which were severally twice read, 
and —— to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

An engrossed bill to make further compensation 


. for the services of the late Robert Forsyth, Mar- 


shal of Georgia, was read the third time, and on 
the question that the said bill do pass, it was re- 
soived in the affirmative—yeas 46, nays 26, as fol- 


lows: 
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Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Abraham 
Baldwin, John Beatty, Benjamin Bourne, Thomas P, 
Carnes, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William J. Daw- 
son, Jonathan Dayton, William Findley, Thomas Fitz. 
simons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gij- 
man, Henry Glenn, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
William Barry Grove, Thomas Hartley, William Hind- 
man, John Hunter, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, William Lyman, Francis Mal- 
bone, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Josiah 
Parker, Andrew Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, John E. Van Allen, Peter 
Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wads- 
worth, and John Watts. 

Narys.—Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas 
Claiborne, Abraham Clark, Joshua Coit, Isaac Coles, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, James Gordon, 
(seorge Hancock, James Hillhouse, Matthew Locke, 
Nathaniel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Me- 
bane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Joseph 
Neville, Nathaniel Niles, Francis Preston, Jeremiah 
Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, and Joseph Winston. 

An engrossed bill concerning invalids was read 
the third time and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House. 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying additional duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels.” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur 
rence of this House. The Senate have also agreed 
to the resolution of this House, to repeal the re- 
solution of the twenty-first ultimo, for the ad 
journment of the two Houses on this day, and 
authorizing the Presipent of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives to 
journing their re 
spective Houses on Thursday, the 5th instant. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
* An act laying additional duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels ;” and, the 
same being read, some were agreed to. and others 
disagreed to. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Repor' 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompanying 
an estimate of the sums which require to be ap- 
propriated, in addition to those provided for during 
the present session; also, a statement of the ap- 
propriation of ten thousand dollars for the purpose 
of defraying the contingent charges of Govern- 
ment; which were read, and ordered to be referred 
to the committee appointed to bring in a bill ap- 
propriating any moneys not already appropriated 

PURCHASE OF GALLEYS. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee o! 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate 
entitled “ An act to authorize the Presipent oF 
tHE Unirep Srares, during the recess of the 
present Congress, to cause to be purchased or built 


a number of vessels, to be equipped as galleys in 
the service of the United States.” 
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Mr. Parker moved that the Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from the farther con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. Morray objected to the motion. 
would, in case of a war, be very useful. 

Mr. Lyman wondered that certain gentlemen, 
who had objected to every measure for avenging 
the injuries of America, were so forward in every 
measure that would lead this country into expense. 
He contended that there was no danger of a war. 
He had just received a letter from New York, 
stating that a vessel had just arrived from Eng- 
land, which brought intelligence down to the 17th 
of April. The combined armies were making off ; 
and the country from which we have most reason 
to fear hostilities is internally in a state so alarm- 
ing, that she is likely to have more need of gal- 
leys for her own protection than we have for 
ours. 

Mr. Hi.tHouse observed, that he was one of 
those who came under the lash, as averse to aveng- 
ing the injuriesof America. He was, however, as 
independent as any member of that House; and 
was answerable only to his own conscience for his 
conduct. He wished that gentlemen would spare 
such reflections. In the presentinstance, the remark 
was unfortunate, because the bill did not meet 
with his approbation. He had no idea that there 
would be occasion for galleys or anything of the 
kind. 

Mr. Batpwin approved of the proposal for the 
galleys. 

The House went into a Committee on this sub- 
ject—Mr. TrumBu.t in the Chair; the motion for 
discharging the Committee having been negatived 
—ayes 35, noes 37. 

Mr. CuarK rose and moved that the first see- 
tion of the bill should be struck out. 

Mr. Parker seconded the motion. He never 
knew of any good that galleys had done. They 
could not be made to stand an attack, even when, 
as at Mud fort, under the shelter of fortifications. 
As to himself, he wouid think his house more se- 
cure with no galleys at all, than if half a dozen 
were lying in the front of it. Instead of a de- 
fence, they often did mischief to the coast. Priva- 
teers, or ships of war,attacked them; and in the 
pursuit, landed and burnt the houses in the neigh- 
borhood. This was the sort of defence which 
they afforded. He would be glad to hear. what 
he had never yet been able to hear, viz. of any 
service of any kind that they had performed. 

Mr. Batowin. The gentleman has got his frigates 
and fortifications. He should indulge other peo- 
ple with modes of defence that they are anxious 
for. If they are of no use in James’ river, do not 
seek them. They will not be given to those who 
do not want them. There is no fear that the Pre- 
sipDENT willbe too lavish of them. The Georgians 
were vastly the better for them in the time of the 
war. 

Mr. Frrzimons affirmed, that they had been of 
very great service in the war. They were of 
much use in the Delaware. They stopped for 
some time the progress of the British army. He 
was informed of this by gentlemen whom he could 
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trust as much as he could do any body in that 
House. 

Mr. Mapison knew not what opinion to form 
between such opposite assertions. Personally, he 
was no judge. Only the bill could not pass 1n its 
present form, if it passed at all; because the num- 
ber of galleys must be limited by the act. 

Mr. SepGwick was against the galleys. He, 
like Mr. Hitiyouse, was one of those gentlemen 
who came under the lashof Mr. Lyman. He had 
voted against the measures referred to by that gen- 
tleman, but he was also against the present. Far- 
ther, the gentleman was entirely mistaken as to 
the quarter from whence the billcame. It had 
been supported in the Senate by a description of 
persons whom the gentleman would, to-morrow, 
be calling his bosoin friends. He reprobated all 
reflections of this nature, and concluded by re- 
marking, that “the gentleman’s reputation should 
be unblemished, who calls that of other people in 
question.” 

Mr. Wapswortu had been for twenty years at 
sea; so he should know something of the matter. 
He was forthe galleys. If they went off at Mud 
fort, that was not any fault in them, but an im- 
peachment of the conduct of those who conducted 
them. In some places they were very useful. A 
vessel of this kind might be constructed that would 
fight all the privateers of Bermuda. He thought 
that the inhabitants of North Carolina and Georgia 
should be indulged in their wishes. He named an 
officer in the latter State, who, during the war, 
did more mischief to the British by galleys, than 
was done by all the battles fought by land in the 
country. At New London, where he lived, they 
were not worth a rush; but in many situations 
they might be very useful. 

Mr. Murray likewise replied to the remarks of 
Mr. Lyman. He came under the same descrip- 
tion with the member from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Sepewick.} He was for the galleys. Hegavea 
description of the construction of the galleys and 
their immense conveniencies in certain situations. 

On motion, the Committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again. 


WepDNEsDay, June 4. 


An engrossed bill making certain alterations in 
the act for establishing the Judicial Courts, and 
altering the time and place of holding certain 
Courts, was read the third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the Pre- 
SIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares to receive ces- 
sions of land for the sites of light-houses and bea- 
cons, under certain limitations ; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and made no amendment thereto. 

And on the question that the said bill be en- 
grossed, and read the third time, it passed in the 
negative. And so the bill was rejected. 

Resolved, That a joint committee of both Houses 
be appointed to wait on the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep Staves, and request that he would re- 
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commend to the People of the United States a 
day of public humiliation and prayer, to be ob- 
served by supplicating Almighty God for the safe- 
ty, peace, and welfare of these States; and that 
Mr. Boupinor, Mr. Nites, and Mr. Gorpon, be 
of the said committee, on the part of this House. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the relief of 
Nicholas Rieb ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and made 
no amendment thereto. The bill was then ordered 
to be engrossed, and read the third time to-day. 

Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee appoint- 
ed, presented a bill making appropriations for cer- 
tain purposes therein expressed ; which was read 
twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled “ An act authorizing a settlement of 
certain expenses of the Commissioners of Loans ;” 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto. The said bill was then read the third 
time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying duties on licenses for selling wines and 
foreign distilled spirituous liquors by retail,” with 
several amendments; to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the saidamend- 
ments, and the same being read, were agreed to. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives: 

I lay before Congress the copy of a Letter, with its 
enclosure, from the Secretary of State to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, it being an 
answer to a Letter from the Minister to him, bearing 
date the 22d ultimo, and already communicated. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep Srares, June 4, 1794. 


The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate insist on their amendments, disa- 
greed to by this House, to the bill, entitled “ An 
act laying additional duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” and desire a 
conference with this House on the subject-matter 
of the said amendments ; to which conference the 
Senate have appointed managers on their part. 

The House proceeded to consider the foregoing 
message. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
conference desired by the Senate; and that Mr. 
Gives, Mr. Lyman, and Mr. Dayron, be appoint- 
ed managers at the same on the part of this House 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate. 
entitled * An act in addition to the act for makings 
further and more effectual provision for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers of the United States 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said }i|| 
under consideration, and made an amendment 
thereto ; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. The said bill, with the amendmen. 
was then read the third time, and passed. 


PURCHASE OF GALLEYS. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the bill sent from 
the Senate, entitled “An act to authorize the 
PresIDENT OF THE Unrrep Srares, during the 
recess of the present Congress, to cause to be pur- 
chased or built a number of vessels, to be equipped 
as galleys, in the service of the United States. 

Mr. Boupinor said, that the galleys of Venice 
were as good and effective vessels as any that went 
to sea; so much for galleys in general. In the 
last war, the crew of one galley took General 
Prescot and four hundred men, with thirty offi 
cers, prisoners; and this vessel mounted only one 
gun, an eighteen pounder. He wondered thai 
any gentleman who had gone through the war 
could have forgot this. 

Mr. GILLesPig£ enumerated various advantages 
that were to be derived from this kind of naval! 
armament. 

Mr. Gites considered this mode of defence a: 
impracticable. A gentleman from Maryland liad 
yesterday specified a situation wherein it would 
be impracticable for a privateer to beat a galley. 
But it was to be presumed that the former would 
have sufficient prudence to avoid such a situation 
It was time enough to be at such an expense when 
war commenced. 

Mr. W. Smiru said, that the state of the coun 
try was very doubtful, and it was as likely that 
the negotiation would end in war as in peace. 
The proposal of fitting out privateers was on|) 
conditional, in case the Presipentr should judg 
necessary. 

Mr. Dayron.—lIf this section of the bill is to 
stand in its present form, it is wrong, as the num- 
ber of galleys ought to be limited. He did not 
think either so much or so little of galleys as some 
gentlemen who had spoken. \ 

Mr. GiLes (in reply to Mr. W. Smrra) obser) 
ed, that he never had been for war, or for any 
measure that led to it. The gentleman had in- 
sinuated that he [Mr. G.] always retarded mea- 
sures for arming. It was extremely indelicate in 
the gentleman to make such attacks. He ought 
to give some credit to the assertions of other met- 
bers who declared that they were averse to a war. 
The same idea had been often advanced by the 
same gentleman during the session, and had nol 
been adverted to, perhaps, from the contempt 10 
which the charge was held. He was against the 
galieys. 

Mr. Bourne never yet had known the use ol 
galleys in Rhode Island. One of the British gal- 
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leys had been taken by an American packet-boat, 
which was commanded by a gentleman who since 
had a seat in that House. He was for striking 
out*the section. Galleys had been of no use to 
the British, and of none to America. 

Mr. GiLLespPie was for the galleys. As to per- 
sonal reflections, he had nothing to do with them. 
They did not suit him. 

Mr. Parker said, that he had made the original 
motion for striking out the clause, and he adhered 
to his opinion. Ten or twelve galleys, during the 
war, had cost Virginia seven, eight, or ten hun- 
dred thousand dollars for no purpose. It was true, 
that galleys were not to be attacked ; for they com- 
monly got into such situations as to be out of the 
reach of any enemy except the mosquitoes. Brave 
men would fight as well in a galley as any where 
else ; but no man of spirit would place himself in 
them. Of this, there was melancholy experience 
in Virginia during the war. He considered the 
bill as nothing buta useless attack upou the Trea 
sury. He was ready to vote for the building of 
wenty-gun ships. But he believed that the dan- 
fer was over, and that the nation which had in- 
sulted us already would insult us no more. 

Mr. GiLLon wished to limit the number of the 
galleys. He had been very unwell, which had 
hindered him from attending to the bill. He 
hoped that the expianations of some gentlemen 
would be like what the lawyers call a bar dinner 
at the end of the term. They would promote a 
good understanding. 

Mr. Ba.pwin was in favor of the galleys. 

Mr. Mapison wished to refer the clause toa 
special committee. 

On a division as to the clause, there were for 
striking out—ayes 33, noes 46. 

Mr. GiLLespix moved an amendment, that the 
number of galleys should not exceed ten; which 
was agreed to. 

After some further conversation, the Commit- 
tee rose,and the Chairman reported the amend- 
ments. The House took thenf up, and ordered 
the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The said bill, with the amendments, was read 
the third time; and, on the question that the same 
do pass, it was resolved in the affirmative—yeas 
42, nays 32, as follows: : 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Thomas P. Carnes, David Cobb, 
Peleg Coffin, Jonathan Dayton, William Findley, Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James 
Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, Andrew Gregg, William Barry Grove, Tho- 
mas Hartiey, William Hindman, John Hunter, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Fran- 
cis Malbone, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, 
John Nicholas, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, 
William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Silas Talbot, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth. 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Benjamin Williams, and Rich- 
ard Winn. 

Naxs.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Benja- 
min Bourne, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Jo- 
shua Coit, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 


Invalid Pensions. 


Dearborn, George Dent, William B. Giles, Nicholas 
Gilman, Daniel Heister, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- 
drew Moore, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, Nathaniel 
Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Francis Preston, Robert Ru- 
therford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, 
Israel Smith, ‘Thomas Sprigg, Abraham Venable, Fran- 
cis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 


Tuurspay, June 5. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act to make further compensation for the services 
of the late Robert Forsyth, Marshal of Georgia,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded toconsider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to” 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Nicholas Rieb 
was read the third time, and passed. 


INVALID PENSIONERS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the resolution reported by 
the committee to whom were referred two Reports 
of the Secretary of War,accompanying statements 
in the cases of claimants for invalid pensions ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said reso- 
lution under consideration, and made an amend- 
ment thereto; which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House. 

The said resolution, as amended, was again read, 
and, on the question put thereupon, agreed to by 
the House, as follows : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the Secretary for the De- 
partment of War be, and he is hereby, directed to 
make out an exact list of the names of each per- 
son returned to him as invalid pensioners by the 
Judges of the Circuit Courts of the United States 
signing themselves as Commissioners, under the 
act of Congress passed the twenty-third of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, en- 
titled “ An act to provide for the settlement of the 
claims of widows and orphans, barred by the limit- 
ations heretofore established. and to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions ;” and to return to the 
Judge of each district one copy of such list. stating 
particularly the district from which each person 
was returned, and that all are, by Congress, di- 
rected not to be entered on the pension list. And 
the said Secretary is further directed to return to 
each District Judge a list of the names of all such 
persons as have been returned as invalid pension- 
ers by the District Judges, under the act of Con- 
gress, passed the twenty-eighth of February. one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, entitled 
“ An act to regulate claims to invalid pensions,” 
distinguishing those who have been placed on the 

pension list and those who have not been placed 
on the same, by reason of their testimony being 
incomplete, stating particularly the legal requisite 
or requisites wanting in the evidence of each. 
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and naming such of them whose evidence of leav- | Mr. Witt1am Smrru, and Mr. Benjamin Bourne, 
ing the service is not lodged in his office. And | do prepare and bring in the same. 

the Judges of the several District Courts, upon} Mr. Gives, from the managers appointed on the 
receipt of the above-described lists and statements | part of this House to attend the conference with 
from the Secretary for the Department of War.| the Senate, on the subject-matter of the amend 
are hereby directed forthwith to publish the same | ments depending between the two Houses to the 
in every part of their respective districts, adding | bill, entitled “An act laying additional duties on 
to such publication the time when the act regu-| goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
lating the claims to invalid pensions expires. United States, and on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
The House then resolved itself into a Committee | sels,” made a report. Whereupon, 

of the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se-| Aesolved, That this House doth recede, in part. 
nate, entitled “An act for the remission of the duties | from their disagreement to the second amendment 
oncertain distilled spirits which have been destroy- | of the first section, and doth agree to the same. 
ed by fire ;” and, after some time spent therein, the} with an amendment, by striking out the words 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had | “ one cent and a half,” and inserting, in lieu there- 
the said bill under consideration, and made no | oi, * one-half a cent.” 

amendment thereto. The said bill wasthen read| Resolved, That this House doth insist on thei: 
the third time, and passed. disagreement to the last amendment to the first 


7 " r ‘Ep TY . section. 

ee a See ae ee .| Resolved, That this House doth recede from 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of | their disagreement to the amendment for striking 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, | ju¢ the fourth section of the said bill. 

entitled “ An a allowing an additional compen- Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
sation to the Principal Clerks in the Department | )yepare and bring in a bill or bills to continue in 
of State, and in the Treasury and War Depart-| force the act, entitled “An act to ascertain the 
ments, for the year one thousand seven hundred | fog. jn Admiralty proceedings in the District 
and ninety-four ;” and, after some time spent there-| Courts of the United States, and for other pur- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee ; 


es 3” ‘ J tr, Mr. Wixi 
gene a c ei ae poses ;” and that Mr. Boupinot, Mr. «LIAM 
eee bod ~ alle — consideration, and | Syypq, and Mr. BensAmMin Bourne. do prepare 
10 amendme reto. 


: tk and bring in the same. 

And on the question that the said bill be now| Phe House resolved itself into a Committee of 
read the third time. it was resolved in the affirma- the Whole House on the bill making appropria- 
tive—yeas 43, nays 32, as follows: tions for certain purposes therein expressed ; and, 
Yxas.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Benjamin | after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
Bourne, Gabriel Christie, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, William Find-| ynder consideration, and made several amend 
ley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gil- ments thereto. 
bert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, | Qrdered, That the said bill, with the amend 
Samuel Griffin, Thomas Hartley, Daniel Heister, Wil- aes AG He the table 
liam Hindman, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, An- nee, Bo _ see pon h ae ase te or 
drew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Mur- ee eee’ rom _ comerrer. Emit 4 
ray, Joseph Neville, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, presented = bill to continue in force, for = Se 
Robert Rutherford, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, ume, the Act supplementary to the act for the 
Zephaniah Swift, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, establishment and support of light houses, beacons 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van | buoys, and public piers ;” which was read twice. 
Gaasbeck, Abraham Venable, Peleg Wadsworth, Jere- | 2nd ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
miah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, Ben-| time to-day. The bill was subsequently read the 
jamin Williams, and Richard Winn. third time, and passed. 
Naxs.—John Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudi-| Mr. Boupinorv, from the committee appointed, 
not, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua | presented a bill to continue in force, for a limited 
Coit, Isaac Coles, George Dent, William B. Giles, | time. the act. entitled “An act to ascertain the 
James Gillespie, Andrew Gregg, William Lyman, Na-| fees in Admiralty proceedings in the District 
thaniel Macon, James Madison, Francis Malbone, Jo- | Courts of the United States. and for other purpo- 
seph McDowell, William Montgomery, Anthony New, | ses ;” which was read twice, and ordered to be 
John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Jo- | engrossed, and read the third time to-day. The 
siah Parker, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, Jeremiah | pi] was subsequently read the third time, and 
Smith, Israel Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Silas Talbot, passed. 
George Thatcher, Thomas Tredwell, Francis Walker, |" 4 message from the Senate informed the House. 
ant senepe Winton. that the Ser have red t esolution that 

The said bill was accordingly read the third veya xs id ee 
ikiedhe tell neue 5 the resolution of the third instant for the adjourn 

P 2irhes i e : ment of the two Houses on this day be rescinded ; 

SUNDRY BILLS. and that the Presipenr of the Senate and Speak- 
Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- | ER of the House of Representatives be authorized 
pare and bring in a bill or bills to continue in force | to close the present session, by adjourning their 
the “ Act supplementary to the act for the estab-| respective Houses on Monday, the ninth instant, 
lishment and support of light-houses, beacons,|to meet again on the day by law appointed; to 
buoys, and public piers ;” and that Mr. Bouprnor, | which they desire the concurrence of this House 


ree cis een : 
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The Hous proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and, the same being read, was agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the remonstrance of the 
people west of the Alleghany Mountains, relative 
to the navigation of the river Mississippi ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said report 
under consideration, and come to a resolution 
thereupon; which was twice read, and agreed to 
by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That, as it appears from the commu- 
nications of the Executive, that the right of the 
United States to the free navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi is now the subject of negotiation with the 
Court of Spain; and, as it is the interest of the 
United States, and every part thereof, to come to 
an amicable adjustment of the right in that mode, 
rather than resort to any means “Cc onstitutionally 
belonging to the Legislature, no further proceed- 
ings should be had on the said remonstrance, dur- 
ing the present session of Congress. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, communicating fur- 
ther information relative to recent events on the 
Southwestern frontiers of the United States; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the Letter 
from the Attorney General, of the twenty-first 
ultimo, accompanying a table of costs and fees for 
the Courts of the United States. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the tabie of fees reported by the 
Attorney General be referred back to him, with 
directions that he do report to this House, during 
the next session of Congress, such tables of fees, 
and regulations relative to the same, as, on a com- 
parative view of the fees taxable in the several 
States, shall, in his opinion, be proper to be esta- 
blished for the Courts of the United States. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
lay before the House of Representatives, at each 
annual session, within ten days after the com- 
mencement of the same, a distinct account of the 
revenues arising under the several duties and 
taxes, and of the expense attending the collection 
of each particular duty or tax, as far as such ex- 
pense can be discriminated ; and also of the num- 
ber of officers employed in collecting the public 
revenue, and the allowances made to them, re- 
spectively. 


Hripay, June 6. 


It being suggested that a mistake had occurred 
in the enrolment of the bill entitled “ An act lay- 
ing additional duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels ;” on motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Enrolment 
be authorized to amend the enrolled bill, entitled 

* An act laying additional duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” by striking 


Proceedings. 
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out the word “next,” in the second line of the first 
sec ction, and by inserting, instead thereof, the word 

“instant ;” also, by making a corresponding alter- 
ation throughout the bill, and by striking out, in 
the title thereof. the words “and on the tonnage of 
ships or vessels ;” that the engrossed bill be amend- 
ed conformably thereto; and that the concurrence 
of the Senate be requested, by message, in this 
resolution. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of this 
House, authorizing the Committee of Enrolment 
toamend the enrolled bill, entitled “ An act laying 
additional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels.” 

The present Doorkeeper of the House having 
omitted to perform the duties of his office for some 
time past, 

Resolved, That the House will now proceed to 
choose another Doorkeeper in his room, to com- 
mence his services from and after Monday next. 

The House accordingly proceeded, by ballot, 
to the choice of a Doorkeeper ; and, upon examin- 
ing the ballots, a majority of the votes of the 
Whole House was found in favor of Thomas 
Claxton. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to provide for a 
Health Officer for the town of Baltimore; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said bill 
under consideration, and made several amend- 
ments thereto; which were severally twice read, 
and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
day. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday by the Committee of the 
Whole House to the bill making appropriations 
for certain purposes therein expressed; and the 
same, being read, were agreed to. The said bill 
was further amended at the Clerk’s table, and, to- 
gether with the amendments, ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 


the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Griffith 
Jones; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said report under consideration, and come to 
a resolution thereupon; which was twice read, 
and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill authorizing the proper officers of 
the Tre asury to settle the account of Griffith Jones, 
as not barred by the act of limitation. 

Ordered, That Mr. Finpuey, Mr. Swirr, Mr. 
Van Auten, Mr. Capwataper, and Mr. Curis- 
rik, be a committee pursuant to the said resolu- 
tion. 

An engrossed bill to provide for a Health Officer 
for the town of Baltimore, was read the third time 
and passed. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


The House proceeded to consider the report of 
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the Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of 
Samuel Prioleau, which lay on the table: where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be authorized to settle the accounts of 
Samuel Prioleau, as not barred by the statute of 
limitation. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said*resolution; and that Mr. Finp- 
LeY, Mr. Swrer, Mr. Van Atien, Mr. Capwata- 
DER, and Mr. Curistiz, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act concerning invalids ;” also, the bill entitled 
“An act laying duties on property sold at auc- 
tion,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House: the Senate 
have also passed the bill, entitled “ An act for the 
more effectual protection of the Southwestern 
frontier settlers,” with several amendments; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Finp.ey, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the settlement of the 
claims of Griffith Jones and Samuel Prioleau ; 
which was twice read, and ordered to be engrossed 
and read the third time to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the reports of the committee 
to whom was referred the memorials of the Clerks 
in several of the Public Offices; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had had the said report under con- 
sideration, and come to a resolution thereupon ; 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the House, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That Leighton Wood, Clement C. 
Brown, Joshua Dawson, Joseph Stretch, Charles 
Tomkins, William Shepherd, John Little, John 
Hindman, John Matthews, George Mitchell, John 
Thompson, Miles F. Clossey, Benjamin Bankson, 
Philip Audebert, Benjamin Betterton, and Joseph 
Parker, Clerks in the Public Offices, and the fami- 
lies of George Walker, Jacob S. Howell, Charles 
Wilson, Thomas O’Hara, and Matthew Walker, 
also Clerks in the Public Offices, and of James 
Davison, a Clerk in the Post Office, be allowed, 
out of the Treasury of the United States, the sum 
of —-— dollars. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Tracy, 
Mr. Monrcomery, and Mr. Wi tiams, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments sedpened ty the Senate to the bill. entitled 
“An act laying duties on property sold at auc- 
tion ;” and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the settlement of 
the claims of Griffith Jones and Samuel! Prioleau, 
against the United States, was read the third time 
and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act to promote the progress of Useful Arts;” and, 
the same being read, were agreed to. 
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REGISTRATION OF SEAMEN. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for registration and 
protection of American seamen. 

Mr. Firzsimons was against the bill. [t would 
be extremely unfavorable to the American nayi- 
gation; because every man on board of our yes- 
sels, who has not a certificate, will, in future, j; 
the law takes place, be considered as not an Ame- 
rican. There are not one-tenth part of the sailors o; 
the port of Philadelphia natives of the country, 
They are the fragments of all nations; but they 
do their business for the most part very well. He 
thought that the bill had much better be laid aside 
for the present. There was one difference be- 
tween this country and Britain, that had never 
yet been settled. Britain insists upon considering 
as her own lawful subjects all persons born in that 
country, or its dependencies, who had not been in 
the American service at the time when the Decla- 
ration of Independence was made. This difficul- 
ty it had never yet been found practicable to re- 
move. 

Mr. Murray defended the bill. It was not his 
intention, when he moved the consideration o! 
this subject, to promise a complete system in this 
desirable point—his wiSh was rather to secure the 
advantages which certainly were within our reach, 
than Quixotically to encounter or to dispute the 
claims of foreign nations on the point which the 
gentleman had alluded to—Britain rested her 
claims to allegiance on a feudal principle, that no 
subject could, by any act of his own, by any 
change of time, place, or of oath, free himselt 
from his allegiance to his liege lord, as that natu- 
ral allegiance is indissoluble. He contests this 
principle, so inconvenient to mankind, at present. 
As the extent of this operation is a point which 
cannot be settled by an act of this body, it must 
be determined by negotiation, and a convention 
stipulating the precincts of right on this import- 
ant question. As tothe argument, that those who 
shall not obtain these protections will, thoug! re- 
ally Americans, be liable to impressment, 1 
would apply with equal force to any other period 
at which this subject should be taken up. The 
very nature of the subject precludes the uniform 
operation of a law of this sort. As to time and 
maar seamen are never all of them on shore— 
half are generally aboard, half on shore—it is not 
so with laws operating on land men, who are sta- 
tionary, and can be uniformly acted on, at the 
same moment. Besides, this bill does not render 
it the duty of seamen to obtain evidence. If 1! 
did, the argument would apply, as it would then 
be concluded, that those who had not protections 
were not entitled tothem. The bill only enjoins 1! 
as a duty on Collectors to do certain things on ap- 
plication. This objection is then not to the bill, but 
to the nature of the subject of it. Mr. M. stated 
the circumstances that took place during the 
Nootka Sound impressment, where so many Ame- 
ricans were ignominiously unpressed. He hoped 
in a few years to see a strong line drawn between 
our seamen and those of all other nations, and he 
could not believe but that if our own seamen car- 
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ried out such evidence of birth and of citizenship | aid to him in foreign countries, and operate by a 
as the bill demanded, even the British, whose in-} ready association of interest and affection in his 
solence had been so recently manifested, would | mind, as a badge of national glory, and an incen- 
pay as much respect to such evidence, when en-| tive to patriotism. We must, at least, trust to 
tered in the ships’ papers, as they will to clear-| praetice for protection in all provisions of this 
ances or other papers certified under the authori-| sort. We must suppose a wisdom in Government 
ties of the United States. that will avail itself of that trust which practice 
The general object of the bill was to protect | never fails to suggest. He well knew there were 
seamen from foreign impressmeut, but some col- many difficulties in the way, yet he did not despair 
lateral benefits naturally were attendant on the | of partial success, though complete security were 
main object. By beginning a registration of sea-| unattainable, as long as the rights of citizenship, 
men, the country will in time derive the advan- adverse to the obligations of natural allegiance, as 
tage of knowing the number of seafaring citizens, | it is called in England, remained unsettled, or at 
on whom she may rely in time of war—and the} least not recognised between this country and 
municipal rights of citizens will be rendered.more | Great Britain by convention. If we do not now 
secure in case of intestacy occurring among a begin the system, it must be done some other 
body whoare fond of change, whose names. births, | time, and the objections he had heard would ap- 
and place of general residence, being identified be-| ply to any other period, so it was good policy to 
fore they leave the country, their heirs will have | begin now if at all. 
additional security. On this part of the bill, he Mr. W. Smiru objected to the bill, as at present 
would remark that nothing more than an outline | impracticable. He moved that this Committee 
of a larger system than could be completely or-| do now rise. 
ganized was intended. In time, when practice Mr. Day'ron seconded the motion. He was of 
shall have pointed the attention of seamen to opinion that we were, in this case, likea dwart 
this subject, a very good provision may be in-| taking the standard height of a full grown man to 
grafted to great advantage under the principle of | measure himself by. All seamen of the United 
registers, the obliging of captains to return a list| States, who wanted this certificate, would, in fu- ° 
of the seamen who may come home, with + pain be seized, and it was certain that many 
cause of absence of such as may not return, all} would negleet to get it. 
of whose names will have been previously re-| The Committe now rose, and the question being 
gistered. This was a few years since the practice taken that the Committee of the Whole House 
in Franee, and was an attention to the seamen | have leave to sit again on the said bill. It passed 
and their interest, which was worthy of imitation, | in the negative. 
as it secured their effects and wages to their legal| Ordered, That the committee to whom was 
representatives. This, however, could not be! committed the report of the Secretary of War on 
done till usage had familiarized both captains and | the memorial of Peter Perrit, be discharged from 
sailors to a practice of registering, from motives | the further consideration of the same, and that the 
of immediate personal protection, as is intended | said memorial be again referred to the Secretary 
by this bill. The Collector of the district who} of War, with instruction further to examine the 
gives clearances to vessels is obliged by the bill to | same. and make report thereon at the next session 
keep this book, in which he is to enter the names, 
ages, place of birth, and of general residence, of SOUTHWESTERN FRONTIER. 
all American seamen who may apply with well 
attested proof of the fact and circumstance of 
birth or of citizenship. After he has entered 
these things in his book, he is to make a short 
memorandum of this in each case in the clearance 
of the vessels, certifying that the memorandum is 
from authenticated evidence. He is then to give 
the seaman a certificate called a protection, which 
will likewise be a short memorandum from the 
evidence stated, attested by himself, and under 
seal, and then return to the seaman all his original 
papers. The original papers are to be returned 


| 

| The House proceeded to consider the amend- 

| ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the more effectual protection of the 
Southwestern frontier settlers :” whereupon, 

The first amendment, to strike out the first three 
sections of the said bill, being read at the Clerk’s 
table, in the words following, viz: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to call out, from time 
that a seaman who has once obtained them may | time, as occasion may require, any number of 
be enabled to have similar protection granted him | Militia, belonging to the States of Georgia, South 
at any port in the United States subsequently, if Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, or the Territory 
he thould happen to embark ata distance from South of the river Ohio, not exceeding, in the whole, 
the place where he could most easily obtain evi- |" thousand; 90° tany at Shy ties ie Sy eae Micah 


dence of the highest degree, that of parents or Fach ond Cadena ee eee ae 
neighbors in early life. Thus, a seaman obtain- 


. . , . vided, That the militia to be called out be not continued 
ing evidence ., cht, ; : oe : 

© ae - Baltimore, might at Boston, on in service for a longer term than six months, at any one 
another voyage, be assisted, and receive a protec- 
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tion. e will, of course, feel a pride, as well as “Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
interest, in the safe-keeping of these papers. They 


. . dent of the United States be authorized to establish such 
will prove frequently the means of protection and military ports as he may deem necessary for the perma- 
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nent security of the Southwestern frontier settlers ; and 
that the posts, so to be established, shall be guarded by 
troops from the line of the present Military Establish- 
ment, or by the militia from the States and Territory 
aforesaid, as the President may judge most expedient ; 
and between every two of the said posts there shall be 
kept up a constant patrol of mounted rangers. 

“Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the militia 
to be employed by virtue of this act shall, while in the 
service, be entitled to receive the same rations, pay, and 
clothing, or money in lieu thereof, as the troops now in 
the service of the United States are entitled to.” 


And, in lieu thereof, insert : 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to raise, for three 
years, unless sooner discharged, within the States of 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and the Ter- 
ritory South of the Ohio, and Virginia, an additional 
regiment of infantry, consisting of one thousand one 
hundred and forty non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, and solely to appoint the commissioned officers 
thereto, and organize the same, according to the 
present Establishment: Provided, That, if the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be of opinion that any 
part of the legion now in service, whether officers or 
privates, can, without detriment to the public service, be 
transferred, and constitute a part of the regiment herein 
provided, he be authorized to make such transfer. 

“Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, of the 
said regiment shall receive, as a bounty, the sum of 
twenty dollars, one half to be paid immediately after 
enlistment, the other half at the end of three months 
thereafter: and that they, together with the commission- 
ed officers, shall receive the same pay and allowances, 
in all respects, and be governed by the same rules and 
articles of war, as the other troops of the United States.”’ 


Mr. GILeEs expressed the utmost surprise at such 
a proposal. First, it had been projected to raisea 
standing army of fifteen thousand men, then twen- 
ty-five thousand, then ten thousand; and now, 
when all these schemes had been put to an end, 
this regiment of eleven hundred and forty men 
has appeared. Proteus never assumed a greater 
number of shapes than this attempt has done. His 
jealousy was highly excited by such a steady ad- 
herence to an idea so extremely offensive. The 
people of the United States did not wish to be 
trodden down by a Continental army. How this 
amendment might sit on the stomachs of some 
people, he could not say; but, if he were one of 
the gentlemen who represented the people, from 
whom the requisition for defence had come, the 
amendment of the Senate would sit very badly 
indeed upon his stomach. 

Mr. Nicwouas said, that a bill had been wanted 
to protect the frontiers, but, by this amendment, 
the bill would scourge them. He wondered at 
the pertinacity of some people, in adhering to the 
idea of a standing army. Mr. N. enlarged consid- 
erably on the question before the House. 

Mr. McDoweE t had lived long on the frontiers, 
and he believed that he understood, from personal 
experience, what was the proper mode of defend- 
ing them, as well as perhaps any gentleman on 
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that floor. He was against the amendment, be- 
cause he knew, from repeated experiments, that 
regular troops were, in this kind of service, alto- 
gether useless. The militia of the frontiers, wh, 
snew the country, and whose habits of life made 
them perfectly acquainted with the character of 
the enemy whom they had to encounter, were thy 
only proper forces to oppose the Indians, with 
success. But why Government should burden jt- 
self with an useless expense, or the people with a 
kind of defence which they disliked, Mr. McD 
did not know. Perhaps there was no part of the 
Union that had behaved so prudently and so pa- 
cifically as the citizens on the Southwestern fron- 
tiers. Yet Indian treaties were constantly broken 
by the savages themselves. Gentlemen who had 
never been witnesses to the scene, did not fee! it, 
with adequate comprehension or sensibility. A 
man went to his corn-field, along with his son, 
who was shot dead by his side. He came home. 
and found his wife and the rest of his family mur 
dered. Circumstances of this kind, and of which 
Mr. McD. drew an affecting picture, were too 
dreadful for human patience to support. 

Mr. Bovupinor thought that the militia could 
not be kept together for six months, and that it 
was better to have regular troops. 

Mr. Ames replied to Mr. Gites. It was wrong 
to say that this was part of a system, and that the 
twenty-five thousand men had been part of it. He 
saw no such thing. We have one Indian war 
already, which is enough atatime. Those whom 
we are now to quarrel with, are three times more 
numerous than those to the Northwest. The 
Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, 
were, as Mr. A. had been informed, fifteen thou- 
sand fighting men. He did not think that ther 
were too many Indians on the frontier, any more 
than too many wild beasts. The one might, by 
skilful management, be rendered as harmless as 
the other. Even the success of an Indian war, by 
extending our frontier. augments the number of 
our enemies; so that the task is hopeless, and has 
noend. Distance from the Seat of Government 
would increase, and with it the charges of de- 
fence. He was not one of those who wished to 
exterminate these poor creatures. He recom- 
mended a system of restraint on both sides. He 
could wish for something as strong as the Chinese 
wall to separate them. When an exasperated 
militia went out, what were we to expect, but that 
the first man with a red skin whom they met 
would be shot? Presently you discover that you 
have been shooting an Indian of the wrong na- 
tion, while, in the mean time, this whole nation 
rises and attacks you. The Continental troops, 
as being less exasperated, were less apt to fall into 
mistakes of this kind. He did not wish the militia 
to be called out in such numbers, as were pro- 
posed by the bill when sent up tothe Senate. He 
wished, if possible, for a restraint on both parties. 
He was for the amendment. 

Mr. Murray was of the same opinion. It was 
not once in ten times that, when an Indian was 
killed by a white man, the murderer could be 
convicted. As to the standing army being an 
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object of alarm, he ridiculed that idea. But, at 
any rate, it was possible to limit the operations of 
this regiment of eleven hundred and forty men to 
the Southwestern frontier, if gentlemen were 
afraid of their being marched up and down the 
country. 

Mr. Giiton said, that there was something in 
this question, just like that some days since, about 
the galleys. If you do not want them, they shall 
not be forced upon you. He could not see their 
use in South Carolina. It was a body of militia 
that was wanted. There are no tumults in South 
Carolina to be repressed by a standing army. The 
expedition against Spain is knocked up. What 
occasion, then, can there be for them? He feared 
that this corps was only a part of the old leaven, 
the gilding of a bad pill. He liked this proposal 
better than the others of the same sort, only be- 
cause, as the numbers are inferior, the evils are 
less. Mr. G. had no idea of hiring other people 
to do for us what we can do for ourselves. He 
had voted against the twenty-five thousand men, 
and the ten thousand, and he should also vote 
against the present number. 

Mr. Mapison said, that he would not enter at 
large into this subject, but there was one circum- 
stance in the business which struck him as very 
strange. It was proposed to raise a new corps, at 
a bounty of twenty dollars. The present army 
wanted more than the whole number of this corps 
to fill up its deficiencies, and yet the proposal for 
completing them had been rejected. Thus are we 
to be at the expense of supporting the skeleton of 
an army. Was it not better to fill up the old corps, 
than to put ourselves to the inconvenience of rais- 
ing a new one? 

Mr. McDowe .t rose to correct what had fallen 
from Mr. Ames, as to the strength of the Indian 
nations on the Southwestern frontier. The Choe- 
taws and Chickasaws are, and always have been, 
friends to the white people, and ready to fight for 
them. The Creeks and Cherokees do not, at the 
most, extend to more than seven or eight thou- 
sand men. 

Mr. Carnes.—The only use that Continental 
troops can be of is, todefend posts; and it has been 
found, by the experience of several years, that 
posts do more mischief than service. They are 
established at a distance of fifteen or twenty miles 
from each other. The Indian parties slip in be- 
tween them; and the frontier settlers, depending 
on the protection of the regulars, are not, as they 
otherwise would be, upon their guard against the 
savages. The consequence is, that they are fre- 
quently murdered; while the only service per- 
formed by the Continentals is, that when the 
militia pursue the Indians, they are prevented by 
the former from crossing what is called the line. 
That is the whole service which they have per- 
formed in Georgia. In short, against the Creeks, 
they are good for nothing. Mr. C. wished that 
gentlemen would frankly say, once for all, that 
the Georgiais did not deserve protection, and then 
the State would know what was to be done. He 
insisted on it, that, in Georgia, there were impro- 
per leanings in favor of the Indians. He referred 
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to some persons in office, whom he specified. He 
believed sincerely that the Senate imagined them- 
selves to be acting for the best; but they could not 
be such competent judges as persons on the spot. 
Within the last seven years, there has not been a 
single instance of an Indian killed, by a white man, 
unless when the Indians themselves began the 
quarrel. During the last ten or twelve years, 
there had been stolen from Georgia, horses to the 
amount of an hundred thousand dollars. These 
were often the chief property of poor people, who 
had nothing else to depend on for supporting their 
families. Gentlemen say that we have one In- 
dian war already. But if you have two hands, 
both in the fire at once, will you pull out one be- 
fore the other? The Creeks are a savage and 
faithless tribe. Some years ago, a treaty was 
made with them at New York; and this treaty 
cost, in presents, sixty-one thousand dollars. Well, 
before the chiefs got home, a fresh set of murders 
were committed. A set of Commissioners were 
next sent, and this embassy cost perhaps an hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars more. Gentlemen 
might talk as they thought fit about Indians; for 
his own part, he would not give the life of one 
white man for those of fifty Indians. The militia 
had been always successful against them, and the 
regulars had always been beaten ; this showed the 
futility of the present amendment from the Se- 
nate. Of the successes of the militia, he gave 
some striking instances, where they had defeated 
three or four times their own number. As an 
evidence of the improper leaning on behalf of the 
Indians, Mr. C. adverted to what had just hap- 
pened in Georgia. A gang of savages stole some 
horses. Lieutenant Hay, with a party of dragoons, 
pursued them, and fell into an ambuscade, where 
Mr. Hay and two men were killed. This was the 
way that the Creeks kepta peace. Soon after, an 
Indian, being found in the State, was wounded ; 
and in the correspondence read the other day, to 
the House, it was so stated, as if the white people 
were to blame. It made every drop of blood in 
his heart boil, to hear what he heard in this city 
as to the character and conduct of his constituents. 
As a Representative of Georgia, he demanded 
effectual aid for that State. If the House did not 
choose to grant it, he warned them that the Georgi- 
ans would take measures for themselves. It was 
needless to speak of economy, after squandering 
such vast sums as he had mentioned, in the pur- 
chase of treaties that were never kept. He was 
against the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. Dayron rose to contradict one assertion, 
which had fallen from the gentleman, viz: that 
the regulars were always beaten by the Indians. 
If gentlemen exercised their merhories, or attend- 
ed to historical facts, they would see the contrary. 
General Sullivan had entered the country of the 
Six Nations, had defeated them, and destroyed 
their towns, and since that time they had been 
looked upon as a subdued people. Mr. D. was 
himself in the army on that expedition, and a 
witness to the success of the regulars. He was 
for the amendment. 

The question was put that the House do concur 
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nent security of the Southwestern frontier settlers ; and 
that the posts, so to be established, shall be guarded by 
troops from the line of the present Military Establish- 
ment, or by the militia from the States and Territory 
aforesaid, as the President may judge most expedient ; 
and between every two of the said posts there shall be 
kept up a constant patrol of mounted rangers. 

“Sxe. 3. And be it further enacted, That the militia 
to be employed by virtue of this act shall, while in the 
service, be entitled to receive the same rations, pay, and 
clothing, or money in lieu thereof, as the troops now in 
the service of the United States are entitled to,” 

And, in lieu thereof, insert: 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to raise, for three 
years, unless sooner discharged, within the States of 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and the Ter- 
ritory South of the Ohio, and Virginia, an additional 
regiment of infantry, consisting of one thousand one 
hundred and forty non-commissioned officers and _pri- 
vates, and solely to appoint the commissioned officers 
thereto, and organize the same, according to the 
present Establishment: Provided, That, if the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be of opinion that any 
part of the legion now in service, whether officers or 
privates, can, without detriment to the public service, be 
transferred, and constitute a part of the regiment herein 
provided, he be authorized to make such transfer. 

“Sre. 2. And be it further enacted, That the non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, of the 
said regiment shall receive, as a bounty, the sum of 
twenty dollars, one half to be paid immediately after 
enlistment, the other half at the end of three months 
thereafter: and that they, together with the commission- 
ed officers, shall receive the same pay and allowances, 
in all respects, and be governed by the same rules and 
articles of war, as the other troops of the United States.” 


Mr. GiLes expressed the utmost surprise at such 
a proposal. First, it had been projected to raise a 
standing army of fifteen thousand men, then twen- 
ty-five thousand, then ten thousand; and now, 
when all these schemes had been put to an end, 
this regiment of eleven hundred and forty men 
has appeared. Proteus never assumed a greater 
number of shapes than this attempt has done. His 
jealousy was highly excited by such a steady ad- 
herence to an idea so extremely offensive. The 
people of the United States did not wish to be 
trodden down by a Continental army. How this 
amendment might sit on the stomachs of some 
people, he could not say; but, if he were one of 
the gentlemen who represented the people, from 
whom the requisition for defence had come, the 
amendment of the Senate would sit very badly 
indeed upon his stomach. 

Mr. Nicnouas said, that a bill had been wanted 
to protect the frontiers, but, by this amendment, 
the bill would scourge them. He wondered at 
the pertinacity of some people, in adhering to the 
idea of a standing army. Mr. N. enlarged consid- 
erably on the question before the House. 

Mr. McDowe t had lived long on the frontiers, 
and he believed that he understood, from personal 
experience, what was the proper mode of defend- 
ing them, as well as perhaps any gentleman on 
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that floor. He was against the amendment, be 
cause he knew, from repeated experiments, that 
regular troops were, in this kind of serviee, alto. 
gether useless. The militia of the frontiers, who 
cnew the country, and whose habits of life made 
them perfectly acquainted with the character of 
the enemy whom they had to encounter, were thi 
only proper forees to oppose the Indians, wit) 
success. But why Government should burden it 

self with an useless expense, or the people with a 
kind of defenee which they disliked, Mr. MeD. 
did not know. Perhaps there was no part of the 
Union that had behaved so prudently and so pa 

cifically as the citizens on the Southwestern fron 
tiers. Yet Indian treaties were constantly broken 
by the savages themselves. Gentlemen who had 
never been witnesses to the scene, did not feel it, 
with adequate comprehension or sensibility. A 
man went to his corn-field, along with his son, 
who was shot dead by his side. He came home. 
and found his wife and the rest of his family mur 

dered. Circumstances of this kind, and of which 
Mr. McD. drew an affecting picture, were too 
dreadful for human patience to support. 

Mr. Bouptnor thought that the militia eould 
not be kept together for six months, and that it 
was better to have regular troops. 

Mr. Ames replied to Mr. Gites. It was wrong 
to say that this was part of a system, and that the 
twenty-five thousand men had been part of it. He 
saw no such thing. We have one Indian war 
already, which is enough atatime. ‘Those whom 
we are now to quarrel with, are three times more 
numerous than those to the Northwest. The 
Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, 
were, as Mr. A. had been informed, fifteen thou 
sand fighting men. He did not think that there 
were too many Indians on the frontier, any more 
than too many wild beasts. The one might, by 
skilful management, be rendered as harmless as 
the other. Even the success of an Indian war, by 
extending our frontier, augments the number of 
our enemies; so that the task is hopeless, and has 
noend. Distance from the Seat of Government 
would increase, and with it the charges of de 
fence. He was not one of those who wished to 
exterminate these poor creatures. He recom 
mended a system of restraint on both sides. He 
could wish for something as strong as the Chinese 
wall to separate them. When an exasperated 
militia went out, what were we to expect, but that 
the first man with a red skin whom they met 
would be shot? Presently you discover that you 
have been shooting an Indian of the wrong ba 
tion, while, in the mean time, this whole nation 
rises and attacks you. The Continental troops, 
as being less exasperated, were less apt to fall into 
mistakes of this kind. He did not wish the militia 
to be called out in such numbers, as were pre 
posed by the bill when sent up tothe Senate. He 
wished, if possible, for a restraint on both parties. 
He was for the amendment. 

Mr. Murray was of the same opinion, It was 
not once in ten times that, when an Indian was 
killed by a white man, the murderer could be 
convicted. As to the standing army beimg an 
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object of alarm, he ridieuled that idea. But, at 
any rate, it was possible to limit the operations of 
this regiment of eleven hundred and forty men to 
the Southwestern frontier, if gentlemen were 
afraid of their being marched up and down the 
country. 

Mr. Ginton said, that there was something in 
this question, just like that some days sinee, about 
the galleys. Lf you do not want them, they shall 
not be foreed upon you. He could not see their 
use in South Carolina. lt was a body of militia 
that was wanted. ‘There are no tumults in South 
Carolina to be repressed by a standing army. ‘The 
expedition against Spain ts knoeked up. What 
oceasion, then, can there be for them? He feared 
that this corps was only a part of the old leaven, 
the gilding of a bad pill. He liked this proposal 
better than the others of the same sort, only be 
cause, as the numbers are 


less. 


inferior, the evils are 
Mr. G. had no idea of hiring other people 
to do for us what we can do for ourselves, le 
had voted against the twenty-five thousand 
and the ten thousand, and he should also 
against the present number, 

Mr. Manpison said, that he would not enter at 
large into this subject, but there was one cireum 
stance in the business which struck him as very 
strange. It was proposed to raise a@ hew corps, at 
a bounty of twenty dollars. The present army 
wanted more than the whole number of this corps 
to fill up its deficiencies, and yet the proposal for 
completing them had been rejected. ‘Thus are we 
to be at the expense of supporting the skeleton of 
an army. Was it not better to fill up the old corps, 
than to put ourselves to the inconvenience of rats 
ing a new one? 

Mr. McDoweu. rose to correct what had fallen 
from Mr. Ames, as to the strength of the Indian 
nations on the Southwestern frontier. The Choe 
taws and Chickasaws are, and always have been, 
triends to the white people, and ale to fight for 
them. The Creeks and (Cherokees do not, at the 
most, extend to more than seven or eight thou 
sand men, 

Mr. Carnes. —The only use that Continental 
troops can be of is, to defend posts; andit has been 
found, by the experience of several years, that 
posts do more mischief than service. They are 
established at a distance of fifteen or twenty miles 
from each other. The Indian parties slip in be 
tween them; and the frontier settlers, depending 
on the protection of the regulars, are not, as they 
otherwise would be, upon their guard against the 
savages. ‘The consequence is, that they are fre 
quently murdered; while the only service per 
feimenad by the Continentals is, that when the 
imtlitia pursue the Indians, they are prevented by 
the former from crossing what is called the line. 
That is the whole service which they have per 
formed in Georgia. In short, against the Creeks, 
they are good for nothing. Mr. C. wished that 
gentlemen would frankly say, 
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once for all, that 
the Georgia isdid not desery © protection, and then 
the State would know what was to be done. He 
insisted on it, that, in Georgia, there were iWnapro 
per leanings im favor of the Indian He referred 


3d Con. —26 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Nouthwestern Frontic; 


778 
[H.orR. 


to some persons in office, whom he speeitied. He 
believed sincerely that the Senate imagined them 
selves to be acting for the be t; but they could not 
be such competent judges as persons on the spot 
Within the last there has not been a 


single instance of an lndian killed, by a white man, 
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unless when the Indians themselves be@an the 
quarrel, During the ta ten or twelve years, 
there had been stolen from Georgia, horses to the 
amount of an hundred thousand dollars, ‘These 


were often the chiet property of poor pe ople, who 
had nothing else to depend on for 
families. ay that 
dian war already. But uo you 
both in the fire at onee, will you pull out one be 


upporting then 
we one In 
have two handa, 


CGientlemen have 


fore the other The Creeks are a savage and 
fuithle tribe. Some yeurs ago, a treaty was 
tuade with them at New York; and this treaty 
cost, in presents, sixty-one thousand dollars, Well, 


before the ehiets wot home, a fresh set of murders 
were committed, \ set of Commissioners were 
next sent, and thts embassy cost perhaps an hun 
dred and fifty thousand dollar (ientlemen 
might talk as they thought fit about Indians; for 
his own part, he would not give the life of one 
white man for those of fifty Indians. ‘The militia 
had been always suceesstul against them, and the 
regulars had always been beaten ; this showed the 
futility of the present amendment from the Se- 
nate, Of the of the militia, he gave 
some striking instances, where they had defeated 
four times they number. As an 
evidence of the improper leaning on behalf of the 
Indians, Mr. C. adverted to what had just hap 
vwned in Georgia. A gang ol 
Lieutenant Hay, witha party of dragoons, 
pursued them, and fell into an ambuseade, where 
Mr. Hlay and two men were killed. ‘This was the 
way that the Creeks kepta peace, Soon after, an 
Indian, being found in the State, was wounded ; 
and in the correspondence read the other day, to 
the House, it was so stated, as if the white people 
were to blame. It made every drop of blood in 
his heart boil, to hear what he heard in this city 
as tothe character and conduct of his constituents, 
As a Representative of Georgia, he demanded 
effectual aid for that State. Hf the Hlouse did not 
choose to grant it, he warned them that the Georgi- 
ans would take mreasures for themselves. It was 
needless to speak of econo.ny, after squandering 
such vast sums as he had mentioned, in the pur- 
chase of treaties that were never kept. He was 
against the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. Dayton assertion, 
which had fallen from the gentleman, viz: that 
the regulars were always beaten by the Indians. 
If gentlemen exercised their merhories, or attend- 
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rose to contradict one 


ed to historical facets, they would see the contrary. 
General Sullivan had entered the country of the 
Six Nations, had defeated them, and destroyed 
their towns, and since that time they had been 
looked upon it it ubdued people. Mr. 1). wa 
himself in the army on that expedition, and a 
Witness to the success of the lle was 
for the amendment. 

The question was put that the House do concur 


regular 








779 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 780 





H.orR.] 


with the Senate in the said amendment, and pass- 
ed in the negative—yeas 26, nays 42, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry 
Glenn, James Gordon, William Hindman, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, Francis Malbone, William Vans 
Muiray, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, Zepha- 
niah Swift, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas 
Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, William Findley, William B. Giles, James 
Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, Andrew 
Gregg, Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, Daniel 
Heister, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James 
Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Wil- 
liam Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Joseph Neville, John 
Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis 
Preston, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John Smilie, 
Jeremiah Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and Jo- 
seph Winston. 


Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
said amendments be put off till to-morrow. 





SaTurRDAY. June 7. 


An engrossed bill making appropriations for 
certain purposes therein expressed, was read the 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill making an extra allowance to certain 
clerks in the public offices, and to the widows and 
families of certain deceased clerks ; which was 
read twice and ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time to-day. 

Amessage from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act making certain alterations in the act establish- 
ing the Judicial Courts, and altering the time and 
place of holding certain Courts,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. The Senate have also passed 
the bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, enti- 
tled ‘ An act to enable the officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia line, on Continental Establishment, to 
obtain titles to certain lands lying Northwest of the 
river Ohio, between the Little Miami and Sciota,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. The Senate have 
also agreed to the resolution “ directing the Secre- 
tary of War to make out, and return to the Dis- 
trict Judges, certain lists, in the cases of invalid 
pensioners,” with several amendments; to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 

Resolved. That the sum of one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars be allowed to the clerk em- 
ployed by the committee appointed to examine 
into the state of the Treasury Department, to be 
paid by the Clerk of this House, and charged to 
the account of Contingent expenses. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the petition 
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of Robert Lyell, which lay on the table: Where- 
upon a motion was made, and the question being 
ut, that the House do come to the following reso- 
ution thereupon: 


“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of War be authorized, and 
he is hereby directed to place Robert Lyell, a Captain 
in the late Continental Army of the South Carolina 
line, upon the invalid pension list, with the annual al- 
lowance of an invalid Captain of the said line, to com- 
mence at the time of his discharge, after the fall of 
Charleston, where he was captured by the British army :” 


It passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That Mr. Trumsutt, Mr. Hinpman. 
and Mr. Gi_man, be appointed a committee, joint- 
ly, with such committee as shall be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, to wait on the Presipeny 
or THE Unirep Staves, and notify him of the 
proposed recess of Congress. 

Grdeved, That the Clerk of this House do carry 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire ther 
concurrence. 

An engrossed bill making an extra allowance to 
certain clerks in the public offices, and to the wi- 
dows and families of certain deceased clerks, was 
read the third time and passed. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “ An act for the more effectual protection 
of the Southwestern frontier settlers:” Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to al! 
the amendments to the said bill. 

A petition of Thomas Dunn was presented to 
the House and read, praying to be ee As- 
sistant Doorkeeper. Laid on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
* An act to amend the act, entitled ‘ An act to en- 
able the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line, 
on Continental Establishment, to obtain titles to 
certain lands lying Northwest of the river Ohio 
between the Little Miami and Sciota;” and the 
same being read, were agreed to. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That it shall be the duty of the respect- 
ive clerks in the several District Courts of the 
United States to return true copies of the tables of 
fees payable in the Supreme or Superior Courts 
of the State in which such clerks reside, to the 
Attorney General of the United States, on or be- 
fore the first day of December next. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do carr) 
the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
concurrence. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the resolution 
directing the Secretary of War to make out and 
return to the District Judges, certain lists in the 
cases of invalid pensioners, and the same being 
read, was agreed to. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act making certain alterations in the act for 
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establishing the Judicial Courts, and altering the 
time and place of holding certain Courts; 7 and 
the same being read at the Clerk’s table, some were 
agreed to, others amended and agreed to, and others 
disagreed to. 

The House proceeded by ballot to the choice of 
an Assistant Doorkeeper, to commence his ser- 
vices on the first day of the next session ; ; and upon 


examining the bablots, a majority of the votes of 


the whole House was found in favor of Thomas 
Dunn. 


Ordered, That the report of the committee to 


whom were referred the laws of the Territory of 


the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
passed the first day of August, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two, be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 


act declaring the consent of Congress to an act of 
the State of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth | 


one thousand seven hundred and 
for the appointment of a Health 


of December. 
ninety-three, 
Officer.” 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 

“ An act declaring the consent of Congress to an 
act of the State of Maryland, passed the twenty- 
eighth of December 
and : oine ty-three, for the appointment of a Health 
Officer,” and the same being read, were agreed to. 

A messate from the Senate informed the House. 
that the Senaic insist on thei ‘Ir amendments, disa- 
greed to by this House, to the bill, entitled ‘ 
act for the more effectual protection of the South- 
western frontier settlers ;” and desire a conference 
with this House on the subject-matter of the said 
amendments; to which conference the Senate 
have appointed managers on their part. 

The House procee ‘ded to consider the 
sage: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
conference desired by the Senate; and that Mr. 
Nicuouas, Mr. Carnes. and Mr. McDoweu. be 
appointed managers at the same, on the part of 
this House. 

Mr. Nicno.as, from the manage rs appointed on 
the part of this House, to attend the conference 
with the Senate, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill for the more effectual protection of the 
Southwestern frontier settlers, made a re port: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth adhere to their 
disagreement to the said amendments. 


said mes- 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one-fifth | 


of the members present, those who voted in the 
affirmative, are: 


Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Thomas Claiborne, William J. Dawson, William Find- 
ley, James Gillespie, Alexander Gillon, Nicholas Gilman, 
William Barry Grove, Daniel Heister, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Madison, Joseph McDowell, William Montgome- 
ry, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. Orr, Fran- 
cis Preston, Thomas Scott, Jeremiah Smith, Thomas 


, one thousand seven hundred | 


| 
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Sprigg, Thomas ‘Tredwell, Philip: Van Cortlandt, 
Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, and Joseph Win- 
ston—30. 


Those who voted in the negative, are: 


Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, George Dent, Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, William 
Hindman, John Hunter, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learn- 
ed, Francis Malbone, William Vans Murray, Andrew 
Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, Zepha- 
niah Swift, Silas Talbot, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, and John Watts—2s8. 


Mr. TrumBvLt, from the joint committee of the 
two Houses appointed to wait on the PResipENT 
or THE Unirep Srares, and notify him of the 
proposed recess of Congress, reported that the 
committee had performed that service. 

Mr. TrREDWELL read a resolution for reducing 
the salaries paid to the officers of the United States. 
That of the PresipeNT was to be reduced, after 
the present term of appointment, to twelve thou- 
sand dollars, that of a member of Congress to four 
dollars per day, with various others of the same 
kind. 


A motion to print it was rejected. It was then 


| moved to proceed with it immediately. 


Mr. WapswortuH considered it as a good elec- 
tioneering project. It would, he doubted not, be 
very popular ; and as there were only fifty or sixty 


| members in the House just now, the y had better 
|take it up, and try to get all the credit of it to 


themselves. It was, after some conversation, with- 
drawn by the mover. 

Mr. THavcuer moved that such members as had 
received their pay up to Monday next, and then 
absented themselves, should be ordered next ses- 
sion to return as much as they had received for 
the days when absent. The motion was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. W. Smrru laid on the table a resolution for 
granting a delay to persons who had suffered by 
spoliations in the West Indies, of the payment of 
duties to Government. 

Ordered, That there be a call of the House on 
Monday morning at nine o’clock. 


Monpay, June 9 


Lemvet Benton, from South Carolina, appear- 
ed, produced his credentials, and took his seat in 
the House; the oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States being first administered to him 
by Mr. Speaker, according to law. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, with 
the approbation of the Speaker, be authorized to 
employ a third engrossing clerk in his office, for 
such time, during the next recess, as shall be found 
necessary, and to pay him for his services, on the 
SpeaKER’s certificate, at the same rate as to the 
other engrossing clerks, out of the contingent mo- 
ney of the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House, 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
clerks in the 
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currence of this House. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for the further compensation of clerks in the Au- 
ditor’s Office,” was read twice, and on the question 
that the said bill be read the third time, it passed 
in the negative. And so the said bill was rejected. 

Mr. Benton, from South Carolina, informed the 
Speaker, that he had been prevented by indispo- 
sition in his family, and a long voyage, from at- 
tending his duty sooner in that House. This was 
the day of adjournment, and he wished to inform 
the House, that he should decline receiving pay 
for his traveling expenses, or attendance. He was 
not willing to qualify himself this day, unless it 
could be noted on the journals that he had refused 
any compensation. He took the oath. 


Proceedings. 
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Auditor’s Office ;” to which they desire the con-| The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 


from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of the receipts and payments 
of public moneys, from the first of January to the 
thirty-first of March, 1794, inclusive ; which were 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, Thata message be sent to the Senate. 
to inform them that this House, having completed 
the business before them, are about to adjourn; and 
that the Clerk of this House do go with the said 
message. 

A message from the Senate informed the House. 
that the Senate having completed the Legislative 
business before them, are now about to adjourn 
until the first Monday in November next: Where- 
upon, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House until the 
first Monday in November next. 








PROCEEDINGS 


0 
THE SENATE OF TH 


AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE TH 


F 
EK UNITED STATES, 


IRD CONGRESS, HELD IN THE CITY OF 


PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 3, 1794. 


Monpay, November 3, 1794. | 


The following Senators appeared and took their 
seats: 

Raupu Izarp, President pro tem., from South 
Carolina. 

Joun LANGDON and Samuet Livermore, from 
New Hampshire. 

GeorGeE Casor, from Massachusetts. 

Ouiver Eviusworrs, from Connecticut. 

THeovore Foster, from Rhode Island. 

Moses Rosinson, from Vermont. 


Rosert Morris, from Pennsylvania. 
Joun Brown, from Kentucky. 
Bensamin Hawkins, from North Carolina. 


| 
Rurvs Kine, from New York. | 


The number assembled not being sufficient to 


adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 





Monpbay, November 10. 


‘The Senate assembled: present as on the 7th; 
and 

Joun Apams, Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate, attended. 

ALEXANDER Martin, from the State of North 
Carolina, and James Jackson, from the State of 
Georgia, severally attended. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate 
adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuespay, November 11. 
The Senate assembled: present as yesterday ; 
and WILLIAM BrRapFrorp, from the State of Rhode 
Island, attended. 


constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate! The number assembled not being sufficient to 
| > 


constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate 


|} adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuespay, November 4. 

The Senate assembled: present as yesterday ; | 
Joun Vinina, from the State of Delaware. at- | 
tended. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to | 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate | 
adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespbay, November 5. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 

The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate 
adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay. November 6. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 
The number assembled not being sufficient to | 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate | 
adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Fripay. November 7. 


The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 


Wepnespay, November 12. 
The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 
The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate 
adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 





Tuurspay, November 13. 
The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 
The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate 
adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


EK’ ripay, November 14. 
The Senate assembled: present as yesterday. 
The number assembled not being sufficient to 


| constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate 
| adjourned to 11 o’clock on Monday morning. 


Monpay, November 17. 
| The Senate assembled: present as on Friday. 


The number assembled not being sufficient to 
form a quorum, the Vick PrestpEnTr was request- 





The number assembled not being sufficient to 
constitute a quorum to do business, the Senate 
adjourned to 11 o’clock on Monday morning. 


ed, by the Senators present, to write a letter to 
each of the absent Senators, stating that a fort- 
‘night has already elapsed without the formation 
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ofa Senate, and urging salah ainiiiiainn 4 


ee ee eymptome of riot aul ‘Salen. ‘Iti is well ee 
that Congress did not hesitate to examine the com- 
plaints which were presented ; and to relieve them, as 
far as justice dictated, or general convenience would 
permit. But, the impression which this moderation 
made on the discontented, did not correspond with what 
it deserved. The arts of delusion were no longer con- 
fined to <he efforts of designing individuals. The ve ry 
forbearance to press prosecutions was misinte rpreted 
into a fear of urging the execution of the laws; and as- 
sociations of men began to denounce threats against 
the officers employed. From a belief, that, by a more 
formal concert, their operation might be defeated, cer- 
tain self-created societies assumed the tone of condeim- 
nation. Hence, while the greater part of Pennsylvania 
itself were conforming themselves to the acts of excise, 

a few counties were resolved to frustrate them. It was 
now perceived, that every expectation from the tender- 
ness which had been hitherto pursued was unavailing, 
and that further delay could only create an opinion ot 
impotency or irresolution in the Government. Lega! 
process was therefore delivered to the Marshal against 
the rioters and delinquent distillers. 

No sooner was he understood to be engaged in this 
duty, than the vengeance of armed men was aimed at 
his person, and the person and property of the Inspect- 
or of the Revenue. They fired upon the Marshal, ar- 
rested him, and detained him, for some time, as a pri- 
soner. He was obliged, by the jeopardy of his life, to 
renounce the service of other process, on the west side 
of the Allegany mountain; and a deputation was after- 
wards sent to him to demand a surrender of that which 
he had served. A numerous body repeatedly attacked 
the house of the Inspector, seized his papers of office, 
and finally destroyed by fire his buildings and whatso- 
ever they contained. Both of these officers, from a just 
regard to their safety, fled to the Seat of Government; it 
being avowed, that the motives to such outrages were 
to compel the resignation of the Inspector ; to withstand 
by force of arms the authority of the United States; 
and thereby to extort a repeal of the laws of excise, and 
an alteration in the conduct of Government. 

Upon the testimony of these facts, an Associate J us- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the United States notified 
to me that “in the counties of Washington and Alle- 
gany, in Pennsylvania, laws of the United States were 
opposed, and the execution thereof obstructed, by com- 
binations, too powerful to be suppressed by the ordina- 
ry course of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vest- 
ed in the Marshal of that district.” On this call, mo- 
mentous in the extreme, I sought and weighed what 
might best subdue the crisis. On the one hand, the 
Judiciary was pronounced to be stripped of its capacity 
to enforce the laws; crimes, which reached the very 
existence of social order, were perpetrated without con- 
trol; the friends of Government were insulted, abused, 
and overawed into silence, or an apparent acquiescence 
and, to yield to the treasonable fury of so small a por- 
tion of the United States would be to violate the funda- 
mental principle of our Constitution, which enjoins tha t 
the will of the majority shall prevail. On the other, to 
array citizen against citizen, to publish the dishonor of 
such excesses, to encounter the expense, and other em- 
barrassments, of so distant an expedition, were steps 
too delicate, too closely interwoven with many affecting 
considerations, to be lightly adopted. I postponed, there- 
fore, the summoning the militia immediately into the 
field ; but, I required them to be held in readiness, that, 
if my anxious endeavors to reclaim the deluded, and to 
convince the malignant of their danger, should be fruit- 


ance as necessary to ‘enable Congress to commence 
the business of the session. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 0 *clock to-morrow 
morning. 


Tusspay, November 18. 


Aaron Burr, from New York a peared to-day, 
which formed a quorum, and enabled the Senate 
to proceed to business. 

Messages were accordingly exchanged between 
the two Houses, and a joint committee was ap- 

ointed to wait on the Presipent oF THE UNITED 

TATES, to inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses is assembled, and are ready to receive any 
communications that he may be pleased to make 
to them. 

Mr. Izarp, from the joint committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported thatthe Presipent would 
meetthe two Houses in the Representatives Cham- 
ber at 12 o’clock to-morrow. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
letter from Samuel Meredith, Treasurer of the 
United States, with his account of expenditures of 
the War Department for the quarter ending the 
30th of June last; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The Senate having received a message from 
the House on the subject of electing a Chaplain 
for each House, to interchange weekly, proceeded 
to the choice of one, on the part of the Senate, 
and appointed the Right Reverend Bishop Wuire. 


Wepnespay, November 19. 


Joun Epwarps, from Kentucky, this day at- 
tended. 

The Senate, agreeably to appointment, attended 
in the House of Representatives, in order to re- 
ceive the Presipent’s Communications; and, on 
their return, the Presipen’s Speech was read, as 
follows: 


Fellow-citizens of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


When we call to mind the gracious indulgence of 
Heaven, by which the American people became a na- 
tion; when we survey the general prosperity of our 
Country, and look forward to the riches, power, and 
happiness, to which it seems destined; with the deep- 
est regret do I announce to you that, ‘during your re- 
cess, some of the citizens of the United States have been 
found capable of an insurrection. It is due, however, 
to the character of our Government, and to its stability, 
which cannot be shaken by the enemies of order, freely 
to unfold the course of this event. 

During the session of the year one thousand seven 
seven hundred and ninety, it was expedient to exercise 
the Legislative power, granted by the Constitution of 
the United States, “to lay and collect excises.” Ina 
majority of the States, scarcely an objection was heard 
to this mode of taxation. In some, indeed, alarms were 
at first conceived, until they were banished by reason 
and patriotism. In the four western counties of Penn- 
sylvania, a prejudice, fostered and embittered by the ar- 
tifice of men, who labored for an ascendency over the 
will of others, by the guidance of their passions, pro- 
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less, military force might be prepared to act, before the 
season should be too far advanced. 

My Proclamation of the 7th of August last was ac- 
cordingly issued, and accompanied by the appointment 
of Commissioners, who were charged to repair to the 
scene of insurrection. ‘They were authorized to confer 
with any bodies of men or individuals. ‘They were in- 
structed to be candid and explicit in stating the sensa- 
tions which had been excited in the Executive, and his 
earnest wish to avoid a resort to coercion; to represent, 
however, that, without submission, coercion must be 
the resort; but to invite them, at the same time, to re- 
turn to the demeanor of faithful citizens, by such ac- 
commodations as lay within the sphere of Executive 
power. Pardon, too, was tendered to them by the Go- 
vernment of the United States, and that of Pennsylva- 
nia, upon no other condition than a satisfactory assur- 
ance of obedience to the laws. 

Although the report of the Commissioners marks 
their firmness and abilities, and must unite all virtuous 
men, by showing that the means of conciliation have 
been exhausted, all of those who had committed or 
abetted the tumults did not subscribe the mild form 
which was proposed as the atonement; and the indica- 
tions of a peaceable temper were neither sufficiently 
general nor conclusive to recommend or warrant the 
further suspension of the march of the militia. 

Thus, the painful alternative could not be discarded. 
I ordered the militia to march—after once more admo- 
nishing the insurgents, in my Proclamation of the 25th 
of September last. 

It was a task too difficult to ascertain with precision 
the lowest degree of force competent to the quelling of 
the insurrection. From a respect, indeed, to economy, 
and the ease of my fellow-citizens belonging to the mi- 
litia, it would have gratified me to accomplish such an 
estimate. My very reluctance to ascribe too much im- 
portance to the opposition, had its extent been accu- 
rately seen, would have been a decided inducement to 
the smallest efficient numbers. In this uncertainty, 
therefore, I put into motion fifteen thousand men, as 
being an army which, according to all human calcula- 
tion, would be prompt and adequate in every view, and 
might, perhaps, by rendering resistance desperate, pre- 
vent the effusion of blood. Quotas had been assigned 
to the States ot New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia; the Governor of Pennsylvania having 
declared, on this occasion, an opinion which justified a 
requisition to the other States. 


As Commander-in-Chief of the Militia, when called 
into the actual service of the United States, I have vi- 
sited the places of general rendezvous, to obtain more 
exact information, and to direct a plan for ulterior move- 
ments. Had there been room for a persuasion, that the 
laws were secure from obstruction; that the civil Ma- 
gistrate was able to bring to justice such of the most 
culpable, as have not embraced the proffered terms of 
amnesty, and may be deemed fit objects of example ; 
that the friends to peace and good government were not 
in need of that aid and countenance which they ought 
always to receive, and, I trust, ever will receive, against 
the vicious and turbulent; I should have caught with 
avidity the opportunity of restoring the militia to their 
families and home. But, succeeding intelligence has 
tended to manifest the necessity of what has been done ; 
it being now confessed by those, who were not inclined 
to exaggerate the ill conduct of the insurgents, that their 
malevolence was not pointed merely toa particular law ; 
but that a spirit, inimical to all order, has actuated 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


790 
[Senare: 


many of the offenders. If the state of things had af- 
forded reason for the continuance of my presence with 
the army, it would not have been withholden. But 
every appearance assuring such an issue as will re- 
dound to the reputation and strength of the United 
States, I have judged it most proper to resume my du- 
ties at the Seat of Government, leaving the chief com- 
mand with the Governor of Virginia. 

Still, however, as it is probable, that, in a commotion 
like the present, whatsoever may be the pretence, the 
purposes of mischief and revenge may not be laid aside, 
the stationing of a small force, for a certain period, in 
the four western counties of Pennsylvania, will be in 
dispensable, whether we contemplate the situation of 
those who are connected with the execution of the laws, 
or of others, who may have exposed themselves by an 
honorable attachment to them. Thirty days from the 
commencement of this session being the legal limitation 
of the employment of the militia, Congress cannot be 
too early occupied with this subject. 

Among the discussions which may arise from this 
aspect of our affairs, and from the documents which will 
be submitted to Congress, it will not escape their obser- 
vation, that not only the Inspector of the Revenue, but 
other officers of the United States in Pennsylvania, have, 
from their fidelity in the discharge of their functions, 
sustained material injuries to their property. The ob- 
ligation and policy of indemnifying them are strong and 
obvious. It may also merit attention, whether policy 
will not enlarge this provision to the retribution of other 
citizens, who, though not under the ties of office, may 
have suffered damage by their generous exertions for 
upholding the Constitution and the laws. The amount, 
even if all the injured were included, would not be 
great; and, on future emergencies, the Government 
would be amply repaid by the influence of an example, 
that he who incurs a loss in its defence, shall find a re- 
compense in its liberality. 

While there is cause to lament that occurrences of 
this nature should have disgraced the name, or inter- 
rupted the tranquility, of any part of our community, or 
should have diverted, to a new application, any portion 
of the public resources, there are not wanting in real 
and substantial consolations for the misfortune. It has 
demonstrated, that our prosperity rests on solid founda- 
tions; by furnishing an additional proof, that my fellow- 
citizens understand the true principles of Government 
and liberty ; that they feel their inseparable union ; that, 
notwithstanding all the devices which have been used 
to sway them from their interest and duty, they are now 
as ready to maintain the authority of the laws against 
licentious invasions, as they were to defend their rights 
against usurpation. It has been a spectacle, displaying 
to the highest advantage the value of Republican go- 
vernment, to behold the most and the least wealthy of 
our citizens standing in the same ranks, as private sol- 
diers, pre-eminently distinguished by being the army of 
the Constitution ; undeterred by a march of three hun- 
dred miles over rugged mountains, by the approach of 
an inclement season, or by any other discouragement. 
Nor ought I to omit to acknowledge the efficacious and 
patriotic co-operation which I have experienced from the 
Chief Magistrates of the States to which my requisi- 
tions have been addressed. 

To every description of citizens, indeed, let praise be 
given. But, let them persevere in their affectionate vi- 
gilance over that precious depository of American hap- 
piness, the Constitution of the United States. Let them 
cherish it, too, for the sake of those who, from every 
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clime, are daily seeking a dwelling in our land. And 
when, in the caitm moments of reflection, they shall 
have retraced the origin and progress of the insurrec- 
tion, let them determine whether it has not been fo- 
mented by combinations of men, who, careless of con- 
sequences, and disregarding the unerring truth that 
those who rouse cannot always appease a civil convul- 
sion, have disseminated, from an ignorance or perver- 
sion of facts, suspicions, jealousies, and accusations, of 
the whole Government. 

Having thus fulfilled the engagement which I took, 
when I entered into office, “to the best of my ability to 
preserve, protect, and defend, the Constitution of the 
United States,” on you, gentlemen, and the people by 
whom you are deputed, I rely for support. 

In the arrangements to which the posssibility of a 
similar contingency will naturally draw your attention, 
it ought not to be forgotten that the militia laws have 
exhibited such striking defects as could not have been 
supplied but by the zeal of our citizens. Besides the 
extraordinary expense and waste, which are not the 
least of the defects, every appeal to those laws is at- 
tended with a doubt on its success. 

The devising and establishing of a well-regulated mi- 
litia would be a genuine source of Legislative honor, 
and a perfect title to public gratitude. 1, therefore, en- 
tertain the hope, that the present session will not pass, 
without carrying, to its full energy, the power of or- 
ganizing, arming, and disciplining, the militia; and 
thus providing, in the language of the Constitution, for 
calling them forth to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrection, and repel invasions. 

As auxiliary to the state of our defence, to which Con- 
gress can never too frequently recur, they will not omit 
to inquire whether the fortifications, which have been 
already licensed by law, be commensurate with our ex- 
igencies. 

The intelligence from the army under the command 
of General Wayne is a happy presage to our military 
operations against the hostile Indians North of the Ohio. 
From the advices which have been forwarded, the ad- 
vance which he has made must have damped the ardor 
of the savages, and weakened their obstinacy in waging 
war against the United States. And yet, even at this 
late hour, when our power to punish them cannot be 
questioned, we shall not be unwilling to cement a last- 
ing peace, upon terms of candor, equity, and good neigh- 
borhood. 

Towards none of the Indian tribes have overtures of 
friendship been spared. The Creeks, in particular, are 
covered from encroachment by the interposition of the 
General Government, and that of Georgia. From a 
desire, also, to remove the discontents of the Six Na- 
tions, a settlement meditated at Presqu’isle, on Lake 
Erie, has been suspended ; and an agent is now endea- 
voring to rectify any misconception into which they 
may have fallen. But I cannot refrain from again 
pressing upon your deliberations the plan which I re- 


commended at the last session, for the improvement of 


harmony with all the Indians within our limits, by the 
fixing and conducting of trading houses upon the prin- 
ciples then expressed. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


The time which has elapsed since the commence- 
ment of our fiscal measures has developed our pecuni- 
ary resources, so as to open the way for a definitive 
plan for the redemption of the Public Debt. It is be- 
lieveu that the result is such as to encourage Congress 
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to consummate this work without delay. Nothing cay 
more promote the permanent welfare of the nation, and 


nothing would be more grateful to our constituents. 
Indeed, whatsoever is unfinished of our system of pub- 


lic credit, cannot be benefited by procrastination ; and. 


as far as may be practicable, we ought to place that 


credit on grounds which cannot be disturbed, and to 


prevent that progressive accumulation of debt, which 


must ultimately endanger all Governments. 


An estimate of the necessary appropriations, includ- 


ing the expenditures into which we have been driven 
by the insurrection, will be submitted to Congress. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


The Mint of the United States has entered upon the 


coinage of the precious metals; and considerable sums 
of defective coins and bullion have been lodged with the 
Director, by individuals. There is a pleasing prospect 
that the institution will, at no remote day, realize the 
expectation which was originally formed of its utility. 


In subsequent communications, certain circumstances 


of our intercourse with foreign nations will be transmit- 
ted to Congress. However, it may not be unseasonable 
to announce that my policy, in our foreign transactions, 
has been, to cultivate peace with all the world; to ob- 
serve treaties with pure and absolute faith; to check 
every deviation from the line of impartiality ; to explain 
what may have been misapprehended, and correct what 
may have been injurious to any nation; and, having 
thus acquired the right, to lose no time in acquiring the 


ability, to insist upon justice being done to ourselves. 
Let us unite, therefore, in imploring the Supreme Ruler 


of Nations to spread His holy protection over these 


United States; to turn the machinations of the wicked 


to the confirming of our Constitution; to enable us, at 
all times, to root out internal sedition, and put invasion 
to flight ; to perpetuate to our country that prosperity, 
which His goodness has already conferred, and to verify 
the anticipations of this Government being a safeguard 
to human rights. 


G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep Srares, November 19, 1794. 


Ordered, That Messrs. Kina, Evusworrs, and 
Izarb, be a committee to report the draft of an 
Address to the Presipent or THE Unirep Stares, 
in answer to his Speech this day, to both Houses 
of Congress. 

The Vick Presipen’ laid before the Senate th: 
Report of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
which was read, as follows: 


“The Vice President of the United States and Presi- 
dent of the Senate, the Chief Justice, the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
General, respectfully report to Congress as follows : 
« That, pursuant to the act, entitled ‘An act making 

provision for the reduction of the Public Debt,’ and in 

conformity to resolutions agreed upon by them, and 
severally approved by the President of the United States, 
they have, since their report dated the 16th of Decem- 
ber, 1793, caused purchases of the said debt to be made, 
through the agency of Samuel Meredith, to the amount 
of one hundred and thirty-nine thousand and seventy- 
seven dollars and eighty-eight cents, for which there 
have been paid in specie one hundred thousand and 
sixty-one dollars and seventy-six cents. 

“That, pursuant to the act, entitled ‘ An act supple- 
mentary to the act making provision for the Debt of the 
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United States,’ and in conformity to resolutions agreed | 
upon by them, and severally approved by the President | 
of the United States, they have also caused purchases of 
the said debt to be made, subsequent to their said report 
of the sixteenth day of December, 1793, to the amount 
of one hundred and six thousand seven hundred and | 
fifty dollars and thirty-seven cents, for which there have | 
been paid eighty-five thousand eight hundred and thir- 

ty-two dollars and ninety-one cents in specie. 
“ «hat the documents accompanying this report, 
marked B, C, D, and E, show the aforesaid purchases | 
generally and in detail, including the places where, the | 
times when, the prices at which, and the persons of | 
whom, the purchases were made. 
“That the documents marked A show the proceed- | 
ings of the accounting officers of the Treasury in re- 
spect to the settlement of an account for the expendi- 
ture of fifty thousand dollars in purchases which were 
stated in our former report, at the date of which the said | 
settlement had not been completed. 
“That the purchases now and heretofore reported, | 
amount together to two millions two hundred and sixty- | 
five thousand and twenty-two dollars and fifty-seven cents | 
in stock, for which there have been paid in specie, one | 
million five hundred and eighty-one thousand three hun- | 
dred and twenty-three dollars and sixty-seven cents, as | 
wiil be more particularly seen by the document mark- | 
ed F. 
“ On behalf of the Board, 
“JOHN ADAMS. 

Puritapetputa, November 18, 1794.” 


Ordered, That this report lie on the table. 





Tuurspay, November 20. 

A Message was received from the PresipenT 
oF THE Unrrep Srartes, with the following com- 
eg ger to wit: 

No. 1. Judge Wilson’s certificate. 

The first Proclamation of 7th August. 


} 
| 
————_ | 
| 
| 


2. 

3. The Instructions to the Commissioners. 

4. The Report of the Commissione rs. 

5. The second Proclamation of 25th Se ptember. | 
6. The correspondence between the Governor of 


Pennsylvania and the Secretary for the De- 
partment of State. ; 

7. The Report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry tothe President of the United States. 

8. Instructions to the Governor of Virginia. 

9. General Wayne’s Letters. 

10. Papers respecting the Creek Indians and the 
State of Georgia. 


Proceedings. 


| ing the Western Army, the words: 
| it passed in the negative. 





11. Letters with respect to Presqu’isle. 
12. A Letter from the Director of the Mint. 

These papers were in part read. 

Ordered, That the further reading thereof be 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee, reported an Ad- 
dress to the Presipent or tue Untrep Srares, 
in reply to his Speech of the 19th, to both Houses 
of Congress, which was read. 

Ordered, That to-morrow be assigned to take 
this report into consideration. 


Fraipay, November 21. 
The Senate took into consideration the report 
of the committee, in reply to the Speech of the 


[Senare. 


PRESIDENT OF THE Untrep States to both Houses 
of Congress at the opening of the session; and it 
was agreed to consider the report in paragraphs. 

On motion by Mr. Burr, seconded by Mr. Jacx- 
SON, to expunge these words: 


“Our anxiety, arising from the licentious and open 
resistance to the laws in the Western counties of Penn- 
sylvania, has been increased by the proceedings of cer- 


| tain self-created societies, relative to the laws and ad- 


ministration of the Government; proceedings, in our 
apprehension, founded in political error, calculated, 

not intended, to disorganize our Government, and which, 
by inspiring delusive hopes of support, have been influen- 
tial in misleading our fellow-citizens in the scene of in- 


| surrection:” 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion to amend the paragraph respecting 
the Army. under the command of General Wayne, 
to be read as follows: 

“The pleasure with which we learn the success of 
the Western Army under the command of General 
Wayne, is enhanced by the hope, that their victories 
will lay the founds ation of a just and durable peace with 
the Indian tribes: 

It passed in the negative. 

On motion to strike out of the paragraph respect- 
“General and :” 


And the several paragraphs reported by the 


|committee being agreed to, the report was adopt- 


ed, as follows: 


Sin: We receive with pleasure your Speech to the 
two Houses of Congress. In it we perceive renewed 
proofs of that vigilant and paternal concern for the pros- 
perity, honor, and happiness of our country, which has 
uniformly distinguished your past administration. 

Our anxiety arising from the licentious and open 
resistance to the laws in the Western counties of Penn- 
sylvania, has been increased by the proceedings of cer- 
tain self-created societies, relative to the laws and ad- 
ministration of the Government; proceedings, in our 
apprehension, founded in political error, calculated, if 
not intended, to disorganize our Government, and which, 
by inspiring delusive hopes of support, have been influen- 
tial in misleading our fellow citizens in the scene of in- 
surrection. 

In a situation so delicate and important, the lenient 


| and persuasive measures which you adopted merit and 


receive our affectionate approbation. These failing to 
procure their proper effect, and coercion having become 
inevitable, we have derived the highest satisfaction from 
the enlightened patriotism and animating zeal with 
which the citizens of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia, have rallied around the standard of 
Government, in opposition to anarchy and insurrection. 

Our warm and cordial acknowledgments are due to 
you, sir, for the wisdom and decision with which you 
arrayed the militia, to execute the public will ; and to 
them, for the disinterestedness and alacrity with which 
they obeyed your summons. 

The example is precious to the theory of our Go- 
vernment, and confers the brightest honor upon the 
patriots who have given it. 

We shall readily concur in such farther provisions 
for the security of internal peace and a due obedience to 
the laws, as the occasion manifestly requires. 

The effectual organization of the militia, and a pru- 
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dent attention to the fortifications of our ports and har- 
bors, are subjects of great national importance, and, to- 
gether with the other measures you have been pleased 
to recommend, will receive our deliberate consideration. 

The success of the troops under the command of 
General Wayne cannot fail to produce essential advan- 
tages. The pleasure with which we acknowledge the 
merits of that gallant General and Army, is enhanced 
by the hope that their victories will lay the foundation 
of a just and durable peace with the Indian tribes. 

At a period so momentous in the affairs of nations, 
the temperate, just, and firm poiicy that you have pur- 
sued, in respect to foreign Powers, has been eminently 
calculated to promote the great and essential interest of 
our country, and has created the fairest title to the pub- 
lic gratitude and thanks. 

JOHN ADAMS, 
Vice-President of the United States 
and President of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the Committee who prepared 
the Address wait on the PResipENt oF ‘rue Unir- 
ep Srares, and desire him to acquaint the Se- 
nate at what time and place it will be most con- 
venient for him that it should be presented. 

Mr. Kine reported, from the committee, that 
they had waited on the Presipent or rue Unir- 
ep States, and that he would receive the Ad- 
dress of the Senate to-morrow at 12 o’clock at his 
own house. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE UNITED Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the Go- 
vernor of the State of New York, and of the exemplifi- 
cation of an Act of the Legislature thereof, ratifying the 
amendment of the Constitution of the United States, 
proposed by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
at their last session, respecting the Judicial power. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, November 21, 1794. 


Ordered, That the Message and papers referred 
to lie on file. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate a 
certificate of notice given to Rufus Putnam and 
others, agreeably to the order of Senate of 13.h of 
May last, to show cause respecting the claims of 
the people of Galliopolis ; which was read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Lananon, Izarp, and 
Burr, be a Committee to report such Rules as 


may be necessary to compel the attendance of the 
members of the Senate. 


Satrurpay, November 22. 

The Senate waited on the Prestpenr oF THE 
Unirep Srares, and the Vice-Presipen’, in their 
name, presented the Address agreed to on the 21st 
instant. 
To which the Presipenr or tue Unrrep 
States was pleased to make the following Reply : 

Gentlemen : 


Among the occasions which have been afforded for 


expressing my sense of the zealous and steadfast co-ope- 
ration of the Senate, in the maintenance of Government, 
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none has yet occurred more forcibly demanding my wn. 
qualified acknowledgments than the present. 


Next to the consciousness of upright intentions, jt |. 


the highest pleasure to be approved by the enlightened 
Representatives of a free nation. With the satisfaction, 
therefore, which arises from an unalterable attachmen; 
to public order, do I learn, that the Senate discounte- 
nance those proceedings, which would arrogate the dj- 
rection of our affairs, without any degree of authority 
derived from the people. ; 


It has been more than once the lot of our Governmen; 


to be thrown into new and delicate situations; and of 
these, the insurrection has not been the least important, 
Having been compelled at length to lay aside my repug- 
nance to resort to arms, I derive much happiness from 
being confirmed by your judgment in the necessity o/ 
decisive measures, and from the support of my fellow- 
citizens of the militia, who were the patriotic instry- 
ments of that necessity. 


With such demonstrations of affection for our Con- 


stitution ; with an adequate organization of the militia ; 
with the establishment of necessary fortifications ; wit); 
a continuance of those judicious and spirited exertions 
which have brought victory to our Western Army; with 
a due attention to public credit and an unsullied honor 
towards all nations; we may meet, under every assu- 


rance of success, our enemies from within and from 
without. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
The Senate returned to their own Chamber 
and then adjourned. 





Monpay, November 24. 


Joun Ruruerrurp, from New Jersey, attended. 

The reading of the papers communicated by the 
PreEsIDENT OF THE Unitep Srarss, the 20th in- 
stant, was resumed; and, after progress, the further 
reading thereof was postponed. 


Turspay, November 25. 


The following Message was received from the 
PresipENT oF THE Unirep Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a statement of the troops in the ser- 
vice of the United States, which has been submitted to 
me by the Secretary of War. It will rest with Congress 
to consider and determine whether further inducements 
shall be held out for entering into the military service 
of the United States, in order to complete the establish- 
ment authorized by law. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srates, November 25, 1794. 

The Message and papers were read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. . 

The reading of the papers communicated fro 
the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, the 20th 
instant, was resumed ; and, after progress, the 5e- 
nate adjourned. 





Wepnespay, November 26. 


Joun Henry, from Maryland, and James Ross, 
from Pennsylvania, severally attended. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
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a bill, entitled « « fai act extending the privilege of 
franking to James Wuirr, the delegate from the 
Territory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio ; and making provision for his compensa- 
tion 2 in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. Also, that the House of Representa- 
tives have, on their part, elected the Rev. AsHBeL 
Green, a Chaplain to Congress, for the present 
session. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The papers communicated from the PrestpENT 
or THE Untrep Srares, the 20th instant, were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Tuurspay, November 27. 

The bill, entitled “ An act extending the privi- 
lege of franking to James Wuire, the Delegate 
from the Territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, and making provision for his com- 
pensation,” was read the second time, and ordered 
to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the PresipENT 
to call out and station a corps of militia in the four 
Western counties of Pennsylvania for a limited 
time;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

This bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 


Fripay, November 28. 

Strepuen R. Brao.ey, from Vermont, and Ca- 
LEB SrroneG, from Massachusetts, severally at- 
tended. 

The bill, entitled “An act extending the privi- 
lege of franking to James Wuite, the Delegate 
from the Territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, and making provision for his com- 
pensation,” was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill. entitled “An act to authorize the Pre- 
SIDENT to call out and station a corps of militia 
in the four Western counties of Pennsylvania, for 
a limited time,” was read the second and third 
time, and passed. 

The Vice Presipentr laid before the Senate a 
Letter from the Treasurer of the United States, 
with his specie account for the quarter ending 
30th June, together with his War Department ac- 
count, ending 30th September last. The Letter 
and accounts were ordered to lie on the table. 





Monpay, December 1. 


No business of importance came 
Senate to-day. 


before the 


Tuespay. December 2 
Ordered, That Messrs. Morris, ELisworrn, 
and Cagor, be a committee to examine the de- 
mands of Griffith Jones, Samuel! Prioleau, and John 
R. Livingston, respectively, against the United 
States, and, if they think proper, to report a bill 
for their payment. 
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Wepnespay, December 3. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Untrep SratTes: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you an official statement of the ex- 
penditure, to the 30th of September last, from the sums 
heretofore granted to defray the contingent expenses of 
Government, by acts passed the 26th day of March, 
1790, and the 9th of June, 1794. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep States, December 3, 1794. 

The Message and statement were read, and or- 
dered to lie for consideration. 

On motion, 

“That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to 
amend and explain the last clause of the twenty-second 
section of the act, entitled ‘ An act to establish the Ju- 
dicial Courts of the United States,’ which respects the 
security to be given on obtaining a writ of error:” 

Ordered, That the consideration of this motion 
be postponed until to-morrow. 


Tuurspay, December 4. 

The motion made yesterday, for a committee 
to bring in a bill to amend and explain the last 
clause of the twenty-second section of the act, 
entitled “An act to establish the Judicial Courts 
of the United States,” which respects the secu- 
rity to be given on obtaining a writ of error, was 
considered and agreed to; and Messrs. LivERMORE, 
Evisworrtn, and Burr, were appointed on the 
committee. 





Fripay, December 5. 

Mr. Livermore, from the committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported a bill to amend and ex- 
plain the twenty-second section of the “Act esta- 
blishing the Judicial Courts of the United States;” 
which was read the first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

A motion was made, that a committee be ap- 
pointed, to confer with such committee as the 
House of Representatives may for that purpose 
appoint, to inquire what business is necessary to 
be done during the present session. 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. 





Monpay. December 8 


The bill to amend and explain the twenty- 
second section of the “Act establishing the Judi- 
cial Courts of the United States,” was read the 
second and third times, and passed. 

The motion made the 5th instant, that a com- 
mittee be appointed, to confer with such commit- 
tee as the House of Representatives may for that 
purpose appoint, to inquire what business is ne- 
cessary to be done during the present session, was 
considered. 

On motion to amend this motion, to be read as 
follows: 

“That a committee be appointed to consider and re- 
port what business it will be proper for the Senate to 
take up:” 
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It passed in the negative. And the original mo- 
tion being agreed to, it was 

Resolved, That Messrs. Burr, ELiswortn, and 
STRONG, be a committee, to confer with such com- 
mittee as the House of Representatives may for 
that purpose appoint, to inquire what business is 
necessary to be done during the present session. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House of Repre- 
sentatives have passed a bill, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Peter Covenhoven,” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Tuespay, December 9. 

Ricuarp Ports, from Maryland, attended to- 
day. 

The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Peter 
Covenhoven,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Jackson, RurneRFuRD,and Burr, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Burr notified the Senate that he should, 
to-morrow, move for permission to introduce a 
bill to amend the act, entitled * An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States.” 


Wepnespay, December 10. 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. Burr 
had leave to bring in a bill to amend the act, enti- 
tled “An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States,” which was read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

A motion was made that a committee be ap- 
pointed to consider the expediency of passing an 
act of outlawry, declaring in what cases persons 
may be outlawed, what shall be the process of 
outlawry, and what its effects; and to report a 
bill, if they shall think proper. 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration 
until to-morrow. 

Ordered, That Messrs. ELusworrn, Burr, and 
Brab.ey, be a committee to revise the provisions 
for the employment and compensation of clerks 
in the public offices; and, if they find alterations 
to be necessary, to report a bill for that purpose. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act making appropriations 
for the support of Government for the year 1795;” 
also, the bill, entitled “An act authorizing a Loan 
of two millions of dollars;” in which several bills 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Tuurspay, December 11. 
Freperick FReLinGauysen, from New Jersey, 
attended. 
The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep Srares: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 
I transmit to you, for consideration, a representation 
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made to me by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 

subject of constituting an officer, to be specially charged 

with the business of procuring certain public supplies, 
G. WASHINGTON, 

Unitrep States, December 11, 1794. 

The Message and report therein mentioned wer, 
read, and referred to Messrs. Srrone, Freving- 
HUYSEN, and Capor, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

The motion made yesterday, for a committer 
to consider the expediency of passing an act 
outlawry, declaring in what cases persons may }y 
outlawed, what shall be the process of outlawr 
and what its effects, was considered and agree 
to; and Messrs. ELLswortn, Strong, and Ross. 
were appointed a committee to report thereon 1 
the Senate. 

The bill to amend the act, entitled “An act 1 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads withiy 
the United States,” was read the second time, and 
referred to Messrs. Burr, Livermore, and Fos 
TER, to consider and report thereon to the Senate 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing a Loan 
of two millions of dollars,’ was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. ELLSwor'rn, Cano 
and Brap ey, to consider and report thereon t 
the Senate, 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria 
tions for the support of Government for the yea 
1795,” was read the second time, and referred to 
Messrs. RurnerrurD, Braprorpb, and Casgor, 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 


Fripay, December 12. 


A message from the House of Representative 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the officers o! 
the Treasury to audit and pass the account of th 
late Edward Blanchard, deceased ; also, a bill, er 
titled “An act to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, ot 
the militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes ;” to which 
bills they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence were severally read 
and ordered to a second reading. 


Monpay, December 15. 


SrepHen Mix Mircue tt, from Connecticut. at- 
tended to-day. 

Mr. E.isworrn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Ke 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An ac! 
authorizing a Loan of two millions of dollars,” re- 
ported that the bill pass without amendment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to author 
ize the officers of the Treasury to audit and pass 
the account of the late Edward Blanchard, de- 


ceased,” was read the second time, and referred to 


Messrs. Strrone, BraDLey, and Epwarps. to con 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 


oo _—. A 
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The bill sent from the House of Representa-| Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
tives for concurrence, entitled r An act to regu- of the House of Representatives : 
late the pay of the non-commissioned officers, mu- I lay before Congress copies of the Journal of the 
sicians, and privates, of the militia of the United | proceedings in the Executive Department of the Go- 
States, when called into actual service, and for | vernment of the United States South of the river Ohio, 
other purposes,” was read the second time, and | to the first of September, 1794. 
referred to Messrs. Hawkins, Burr, and E.ts- G. WASHINGTON. 
WORTH, to consider and report thereon to the Unirep Srates, December 17, 1794. 

Senate. 

Mr. Srrona, from the committee to whom was 
referred the consideration of the Message of the 
PresIpENT oF THE Unitrep Srares, of the 11th 
of December, with a representation from the Se- 


The Message and papers therein referred to were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 

Mr. Hawkins, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to 

eretary for the Department of the ‘Treasury, on | regulate the pay of non-commissioned officers, 
the expediency of constituting an officer, to be musicians, and privates, of the militia of the Unit- 
specially charged with the business of procuring | ed States, when called into actual service, and 
certain public supplies, reported a bill for that| for other purposes,” reported that the bill pass 
purpose; which was read the first time, and or-| without amendment. 
dered to a second reading. Ordered, That this report lie for consideration. 
The Vice Presipen’ laid before the Senate a 
confidential communication from the Secretary for 
the Department of War, made by order of the 
| Prestpent or tHe Untrep Srares, which was 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Tuespay, December 16. 
The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED States: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit to Congress the copy of a Letter from the Tuurspay, December 18. 
Secretary of State, with his account, as adjusted with The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
the Treasury Department, of the expenditure of mo-| report of the committee to whom was referred the 
neys appropriated for our intercourse with foreign na- | bi]l, sent from the House of Representatives for 
tions, up tothe IstofJuly,1794, 00 concurrence, entitled “ An act to regulate the pay 
‘ s G. WASHINGTON. of the non-commissioned officers. musicians, and 
Uxirep States, December 16, 1794. privates, of the militia of the United States, when 
The Message and papers therein referred to | called into actual service, and for other purposes.” 
were read, and ordered to lie for consideration. On motion to expunge the fourth section of the 
The bill, sent from the House of Representa- | bill. as follows: 


tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act authoriz- « And be it further enacted, That, in addition to 
ing a Loan of two millions of dollars,” was read | the pay heretofore authorized by law, there shall be al- 
the third time, and passed. ’ ‘ _| lowed and paid to the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
‘ The bill to establish the office of Purveyor Of | sicians, and privates, of the militia lately called forth 
Supplies was read the second time, and recommit- | into the actual service of the United States, on an expe- 
ted, for the purpose of more explicitly inserting | dition to Fort Pitt, such sums as shall, with the pay 
the clauses prohibiting the officer named from | heretofore by law established, be equal to the allow- 
commercial negotiations. ances respectively provided in the first section of this 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was | act: Provided, nevertheless, That the compensations 
referred the bill. sent from the House of Repre- made by any State, to the militia called forth from such 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled ed An act to State, shall be deemed to be included in the additional 
amend the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the | allowance authorized by this act; and such State shall 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United | be entitled to receive from the Treasury of the United 
States,” reported an amendment, which was adopt- States such sums as they shall have paid or allowed to 
ed, and the bill being further amended, was or- the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 


dered to be read the third time on the first Mon- ae and ee tre nee Re ee allowed ty aa — 
. ex ‘poe . Z é € yweé ce € . Ss 
day in January next. ot exceeding the additional allowance granted by this 


” 

Mr. Strona, from the committee to whom was — 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre-| . 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An aet to | follows: 
authorize the officers of the Treasury to audit and Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards, 
pass the account of Edward Blanchard. deceased.” | Jackson, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, and Robinson. 
reported that the bill pass without amendment; Naxs.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
and, by unanimous consent, the rule was dispensed | Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Mitchell, Morris, 
with, and the bill was read the third time, and | Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, and Strong. 
passed. Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


It passed in the negative—yeas 9, nays 14, as 


WepneEspay. December 17. Fripay. December 19. 


Mr. Srrona, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill to establish the office of Pur- 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Uniren States: 


ee 


sont inter anv 
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veyor of Supplies, reported amendments, which | making Appropriations for the support of the Mj- 
were read and adopted. litary Establishment for the year one thousand 
Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. | seven hundred and ninety-five, and for the ex- 
The bill, sent from the House of Representa-| penses of the militia lately called into the service 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to regu-| of the United States,” reported the bill withou 
late the pay of the non-commissioned officers, mu- | amendment; and the report being adopted, 
sicians, and privates, of the militia of the United Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading, 
States, when called into actual service, and for The Vice Presipvenr laid before the Senate 


« 


other purposes,” was read the third time. communication from the Secretary for the De 
On motion to expunge these words, section first, | partment of War, with representations from Go- 
“and sixty-six cents,” it passed in the negative. | vernor Blount and others, respecting Indian af- 


On motion to add these words, section fourth, | fairs; which was read, and ordered to lie for con- 
after the word “ State,” “upon the late or upon | sideration. 


any former occasion,” it passed in the negative— The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
yeas 4, nays 17, as follows: tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 

Yeas.—Messrs. Brown, Edwards, Martin, and Ro- | Appropriations for the support of Government for 
binson. the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety 


Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Ellsworth, five,” was read the third time. On motion, thy 
Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Lang-| sum appropriated for payment of the pension o; 
don, Livermore, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Ross, Ruther-| the late Baron Steuben was expunged, and th 


furd, and Strong. gross sum mentioned in the first clause of the bil! 
On motion the following amendments were | conformed to this amendment. 
agreed to: Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 


“Section 4th, after the word “ first,” insert “and The bill to establish the office of Purveyor ot 
second a and make the word “6 section” plural. Supplies was read the third time, and passed, 
To the end of the bill add: 


* And to each recruit, who shall be enlisted after the 
said first day of January, in addition to the bounty au- 
thorized by law, a bounty of eight dollars.” 


On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 6, 
as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwards, 
Elisworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, 
Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Ross, and Strong. 

Nays.—Messrs. Brown, Langdon, Livermore, Mar- 
tin, Robinson, and Rutherfurd. 


So it was resolved that this bill pass as amended. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Establishment for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, 


Turspay, December 23. 


The bill. sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making Appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Establish- 
ment, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five, and for the expenses of the mili- 
tia lately called into the service of the Unit 
States,” was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing a transfer of 
the stock standing to the credit of certain States,” 
in which they desire the concurrence of th 
Senate. 

The bill was read the first time, and ordered t 
a second reading. 








and for the expenses of the militia lately called Wepnespay, December 24. 
into the service of the United States,” in which The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act authoriz- 


The bill last mentioned was read, and, by una- ing the transfer of the stock standing to the credit 
nimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and | of certain States,” was read the second time, and 
the bill was read the third time, and referred} referred to Messrs. Braprorp, Lanapon, and 
to Messrs. Lanepon, Kine, and Casor, to con-| Brown, to consider and report thereon to the 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. Senate. 

Mr. Rurserrvurp, from the committee to whom | A message from the House of Representatives 
was referred the bill sent from the House of Re-| informed the Senate that the House concur in 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act} the amendments of the Senate, with an amend- 
making Appropriations for the support of Govern-| ment to their last amendment, to the bill, entitled 
ment for the year one thousand seven hundred |“ An act to regulate the pay of the non-commis- 
and ninety-five,” reported amendments, which were | sioned officers. musicians. and privates, of the mi- 
read and agreed to. litia of the United States, when called into actuai 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. service, and for other purposes ;” to which amend- 

| ment to the amendment they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The amendment to the amendment was read, 

Mr. Lanepon, from the committee to whom] and referred to Messrs. ELuswortu, KiNG, and 
was referred the bill sent from the House of Re-| Hawxtns, to consider and report thereon to the 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act | Senate. 


Monpay, December 22. 
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Decennen, 1794. ] 


Mr. alice Sista the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled ‘ ‘An act for 
the relief of Peter Covenhoven.” reported that the 
bill pass without amendment; and the report was 
agreed to. 

“Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading, 


Fripay, December 26. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Peter Covenhoven,” was read the third 
time, and passed 

Mr. ELLsworru reported, from the committee 
to whom was referred the amendment proposed 
by the House of Representatives to an amend- 
ment of the Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act to 
regulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the militia of the Unit- 
ed States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes;” and the report was adopted. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate disagree to the 
amendment to their last amendment, and insist 
on their said amendment, and ask a conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses; and that 
Messrs. Kine, ELtswortn, and Hawkins, be ma- 
nagers at the same on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Braprorp reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled * An 
act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing 
to the credit of certain States,” that the bill pass 
without amendment; and the report was adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 





Monpay, December 29. 

Henry Tazewext, appointed a Senator by the 
State of Virginia, in the place of Joun Taytor, 
resigned, produced his credentials, which were 
read, and the Vice Presipentr administered to 
him the oath required by law, and he took his seat 
in the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act authoriz- 
ing the transfer of the stock standing to the eredit 
of certain States,” was read the. third time and 
passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
proposed conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill, entitled “An act to 
regulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the militia of the Unit- 
ed States, when ealled into actual service, and for 
other purposes,” and have appointed managers at 
the same on their part. 

Ordered, That the petition of Elkanah Pren- 
tice, together with the report of the Secretary for 
the Department of War thereon, be referred to 
Messrs. Brap.ey, Livermore, and Braprorp, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

A motion was made, 

“That a committee be appointed to examine and 
amend the provisions of the Judiciary laws, so far as | 
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they respect the powers of the Fudges to appoint spe- 
cial sessions of the Circuit Courts :” 

Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. Brap.ey. from the committee last men- 
tioned, reported, that the prayer of the petitioner 
cannot be granted; and the report was adopted. 

Mr. Kine laid before the Senate a report which 
was read, as follows: 


“The Committees on the part of the Senate, and on 
the part of the House of Representatives, appointed to 
confer on the different votes of the two Houses, on the 
bill, entitled, “ An act to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the 
militia of the United States, when called into actual 
service, and for other purposes,” have conferred and 
agreed, that it will be proper for the Senate to agree to 
the amendment of the House of Representatives to the 
amendment proposed by the Senate, and disagreed to 
by the House of Representatives, with the following 
amendments, viz: 

Strike out “four,” and insert “eight;” strike out 
“ twelve,” and insert “ sixteen ;” strike out “two,” and 
insert “ six ;”’ strike out “ ten,” and insert “ fourteen ;” 
strike out from “ dollars” to the end of the section, and 
insert “but the payment of four dollars of each addi- 
tional bounty hereby granted, shall be deferred until the 
soldier enlisting shall join the regiment or corps in which 
he is to serve.” 

“ And be it further enacted, That, to those in the 
military service of the United States, who are, or shall 
be, employed on the Western frontiers, there shall be 
allowed, during the time of their being so employed, two 
ounces of flour, or bread, and two ounces of beef, or 
pork, in addition to each of their rations, and half a pint 
of salt in addition to every hundred of their rations.” 

“ And that it will be proper for the House of Repre- 
sentatives to agree to such amendments of their amend- 
ment to the amendment proposed by the Senate :” 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate so far recede from 
their amendment disagreed to by the House of 
Representatives, as to adopt the report of the 
committee, and that the bill be amended accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the 
House of Representatives therewith. 


Tuespay, December 30. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 


entitled “An act providing for the payment of 


certain instalments of Foreign Debts, and of the 
third instalment due on a Loan made of the Bank 
of the United States ;” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The consideration of the motion made yester- 
day, that a committee be appointed to examine 
and amend the provisions of the Judiciary, was 
resumed, and being amended, was adopted. Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Ross, ELtsworrn, and 
SrronG, be a committee to consider the expedi- 
| eney of bringing in a bill to amend the provisions 


ead seme 
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of the Judiciary law, so far as they respect the 
powers of the Judges to appoint special sessions of 
the Circuit Courts. 

Mr. Ross, from the committee to whom was 
referred the motion made yesterday, that a com- 
mittee be appointed to examine and amend the 
provisions of the Judiciary, reported a bill for the 
purpose, which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The. following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep Sates: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a Report made to me by the Secre- 
tary of War, respecting the frontiers of the United States. 
The disorders and the great expenses which incessantly 
arise upon the frontiers, are of a nature and magnitude 
to excite the most serious considerations. 

I feel a confidence that Congress will devise such 
Constitutional and efficient measures as shall be equal to 
the great objects of preserving our treaties with the In- 
dian tribes, and of affording an adequate protection to 
our frontiers. 

G. WASHINGTON, 

Unirep Srates, December 30, 1794. 

The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read, and ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 


Wepnespay, December 31. 

The bill to authorize the holding of special 
Courts in certain cases, was read the second time, 
and the further consideration thereof postponed. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act providing 
for the payment of certain instalments of foreign 
Debts, and of the third instalment due on a Loan 
made of the Bank of the United States,” was read 
the second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
report from the Secretary for the Department of 
War, respecting invalid pensioners, in pursuance 
of the act, entitled “ An act to regulate claims to 
invalid pensions ;” which was read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Srrone, Braprorp, and 
ELisworts, be a committee, to consider the ex- 

ediency of further extending the time for receiv- 
ing on Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States, 
and, if they think proper, to report a bill for the 
purpose. 


Tuurspay, January 1, 1795. 


Mr. Srrone, from the committee appointed to 
consider the expediency of further extending the 
time for receiving on Loan the Domestic Debt of 
the United States, re ported a bill for the purpose, 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act providing for the 
payment of certain instalments of Foreign Debts, 
and of the third instalment due on a Loan made 
of the Bank of the United States,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 
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holding of special Courts in certain cases, was re 
sumed, and the further consideration of the pil] 
was postponed until the lith of February next. 


Fripay, January 2 
The bill further extending the time for receiy 
ing on Loan the Domestic Debt of the United 
States, was read the second time, and ordered t 
be engrossed for the third reading. 


Monpay, January 5. 

The bill further extending the time for receiy 
ing on Loan the Domestic Debt of the United 
States, was read the third time, and passed. 

The consideration of the bill to amend an act. 
entitled “An act to establish the Post Office and 
Post Roads.” was resumed, and the consideration 
thereof further postponed. 


Tuespay, January 6. 

A message from the House of Representati¥ 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the ascertainment of 
certain losses of the officers of Government, and 
other citizens, by the insurgents in the Western 
counties of Pennsylvania, and providing som 
present relief to the sufferers;” and the bill, enti- 
tled “An act making further provision in cases of 
drawbacks;” in which several] bills they desire th: 
concurrence of the Senate. 

These bills were read the fi 
to a second reading. 


first time, and ordered 


Wepnespbay, January 7. 


Mr. Capor, from the committee to whom wa 
referred, on the 2d December last, the exainina- 
tion of the demands of Griffith Jones, Samue! 
Prioleau, and John R. Livingston, against th 
United States, reported a bill to authorize the set 
tlement of the claim of Samuel Prioleau, which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act for the ascer 
tainment of certain losses of the officers of Go 
vernment, and other citizens, by the insurgents in 
the Western counties of Pennsylvania, and pro- 
viding some present relief to the sufferers,” wa: 

read the second time, and referred to Messrs. 
Paret Jackson, and Ross, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act making further 
provision in cases of drawbacks,” was read the 
second time, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Tuurspay, January 8. 

The second reading of the bill sent from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, enti- 
tled “An act making further provision in cases of 
drawbacks,” was resumed, and referred to Messrs. 
Casot, ELtswortn, and Strong, to consider and 


The second reading of the bill to authorize the report honation to the Senate. 
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The bill to authorize the settlement of the slain reported amendments, which were read and agreed 
of Samuel Prioleau, was read the second time, | to, and the bill was ordered to a third reading. 


and ordered to be engrossed for the third readiag. The following Message was received from the 
The following Message was received from the} Presipent or tue Untrep Staves: 
PresipENT oF THE UNirep States: Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives : 
of the House of Representatives : I lay before Congress, for their consideration, the 


I lay before C ‘ongress copies of Acts passed by the | copy of a Letter from the Secretary of War, accompa- 
Legislatures of the States of Vermont, Massachusetts, nied by an extract from a memorandum of James Sea- 
and New York, ratifying the amendment proposed by | grove, agent of Indian Affairs. Sis [ibs 
the Senate and House of Representatives at their last G. WASHINGTON, 
session, to the Constitution of the United States, re- Unrrep Srates, January 12, 1795. 
specting the Judicial power thereof. 

The Minister of the French Republic having com- 
municated to the Secretary of State certain proceedings | ¢onsideration. 
of the Committee of Public Safety, respecting Weights The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
and Measures, T lay these also before C SE Teas tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to esta- 
__ The Letter from the Governor of the Western Ter | y)ich an uniform rule of naturalization, and to 
ritory, copies of which are now transmitted, refers to a 
defect in the Judicial system of that Territory deserv 
ing the attention of Congress. 

The necessary absence of the Judge of the District 
of Pennsylvania, upon business connected with the late | 
insurrection, is stated by him, in a Letter, of which I | 
forward copies, to have produced certain interruptions | 
in the Judicial proceedings of that District, which can- 
not be removed without the interposition of Congress. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, January 8, 1795. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. and ordered to lie until to-morrow for 


repeal the act heretofore passed on that subject,” 
was read the second time. 

Ordered. That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until Wednesday next. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple 
mentary to the several acts imposing duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Burr, Casor, and Morris, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill to amend the act, entitled “An act to 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United States,” was read the third time; and, 
being amended, was passed. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. and ordered to lie for consideration. 


—_—_—_— 


Fripay, January 9 


ae : ; ; , sina a etn Oe 
of Samuel Prioleau was read the third time. and furspay, January 13. 


passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to establish an uniform rule 
of naturalization, and to re peal the act heretofore 
passed on that subject;” and a bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the several acts imposing 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, import- 
ed into the United States;” in which several bills 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

These bills were read the first time. and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Ordered, That three hundred copies of the com- 
munications from the Minister of the French Re- 
public, of a decree of the Committee of Public 
Safety of the National Convention, on the subject 
of Weights and Measures, and referred to in the 
Messag ge of the Presipent or THE Untrep Sratres 
of the Sth instant, be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 


Mr. Cazor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act mak- 
ing further provision in cases of drawbacks,” re- 
ported amendments, which were ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Kine moved for permission to introduce a 
bill in addition to the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes.” And the rule being dispensed 
with, by unanimous consent, the bill was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Brown laid before the Senate the petition 
of Jean Gabriel Gervais, Attorney for the French 
inhabitants of Galliopolis, which was read, pray- 
ing the consideration of their case, as stated at 
large in a former memorial. And on motion that 
the order of the Senate of the 13th of May last, 
relative to the claims of the settlers at Galliopolis, 
together with the memorial of Jean Gabriel Ger- 

vats, Agent for the said settlers, be referred to a 
committee to consider and report thereon: a mo- 
tion was made that the consideration of this busi- 
ness be postponed; and, it passed in the negative. 
And the original motion being adopted, it was or- 
dered that Messrs. Burr. Brown. Liv ERMORR, 
EvuswortH, and King, be a committee to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 


Monpay, January 12. 


Mr. Ports from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Re ‘pre- 
sentatives fo: concurrence, entitled “An act for 
the ascertain nent of certain losses of the officers 
of Government, and other citizens. by the insur- 
gents in the Western counties of Pennsylvania, 
and providing some present relief to the sufferers.” 


3d Con.— 


| 
} 
The bill to authorize the settlement of the claim 
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Ordered, That Messrs. Ross, Braprorp, and 
Lanapon, be a committee to bring ina bill making 
an extra allowance to certain clerks in the public 
offices, and to the widows and families of certain 
deceased clerks. 

Ordered, That the third reading of the bill sent 
from the House of Representatives for concur- 
rence, entitled “An act for the ascertainment of 
certain losses of the officers of Government, and 
other citizens, by the insurgents in the Western 
counties of Pennsylvania, and providing some pre- 
sent relief to the sufferers,” be postponed. 


Wepnespay, January 14. 


The bill in addition to the act, entitled “An act 
to regulate the pay of the non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates, of the militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, and 
for other purposes,” was read the second time; and, 
by unanimous consent, the rule was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act to establish an uni- 
form rule of naturalization, and to repeal the act 
heretofore passed on that subject.” 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 


Tuurspay, January 15. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act to esta- 
blish an uniform rule of naturalization, and to re- 
peal the act heretofore passed on that subject,” was 
read the third time. 

A motion was made to insert the following 
words, in the first section of the bill, after the 
word “assembled :” 


“That no alien shall hereafter become a citizen of 


the United States, or any of them, except in the man- 
ner prescribed by this act; and” 

And, after debate, the further consideration of 
this motion was postponed until to-morrow. 

The consideration of the amendments reported 
to the bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making further 
provision in cases of drawbacks,” was resumed, 
and the further consideration thereof postponed. 





Fripvay, January 16. 


The Senate resumed the third reading of the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “An act to establish an uni- 
form rule of naturalization, and to repeal the act 
heretofore passed on that subject;” together with 
the amendment under debate yesterday. 

On motion that the bill, together with the pro- 
posed amendment. be committed, it passed in the 
negative. 

On motion, permission was given to withdraw 
the motion for amendment. 

On motion, it was agreed to insert the words 
“any of,” after the words “citizen of.” that the 
clause be read as follows: 
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“That any alien, being a free white person, may be 
admitted to become a citizen of any of the United States, 
on the following conditions :” 

On motion, to add these words, “and not other- 
wise,” after the word “conditions,” so that the 
clause be read as follows: 

“That any alien, being a free white person, may be 
admitted to become a citizen of any of the United States. 
on the following conditions, and not otherwise :” 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 1) 
as follows: 

VYras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Edwards, Ellswort}. 
Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Izard, King, Livermore, Mit- 
chell, Ross, and Strong. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Potts, Robinson, Ru. 
therfurd, and Tazewell. 

On motion, tc add to the bill this clause: 

“Those aliens who now dwell or may hereafter set- 
tle, in the Territory Southwest of the River Ohio, and 
in that Northwest of the River Ohio, shall be natural- 
ized in their Courts, upon the same terms of residence 
in the Territories respectively, and subject to the re- 
strictions provided in this act :” 

Ordered, That the bill, together with this mo 
tion, be referred to Messrs. Kine, Tazewe tt, and 
Brown, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate 
communication from the Secretary for the De- 
partment of Treasury, stating that, conformab)\ 
to law, “he had digested and prepared a plan 
the basis of the actual revenues, for the furth: 
support of public credit, which is ready for com 
munication to the Senate.” 

The communication was read, and ordered | 
lie for consideration. 


Monpay, January 19. 


The Senate took into consideration the com 
munication from the Secretary for the Depart 
ment of Treasury, of the 16th instant; and, 

Ordered, That he be notified that the Senai 
are ready to receive the plan for the further sup 
port of public credit therein mentioned. 

A message from the House of Representative: 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Epaphras 
Jones, and others;” in which they desire the con 
currence of the Senate. The said bill was read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to the 
bill sent from a House of Representatives fo: 
concurrence, entitled “ An act making further pro- 
vision in cases of drawbacks.” 

On motion, to strike out these words, in section 
1, “any district therein, and,” and insert “the ports 
into which they were imported, or from either o! 
the following ports, to wit: Portsmouth, Boston 
Providence, New London, New York, Perth Am- 
boy, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Baltimore, Norfolk 
Wilmington, Charleston, or Savannah, and shall 
be:” and, after debate, it was ordered that the fur 
ther consideration thereof be postponed. 
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Tuespay, January 20. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Epaphras Jones, and others,” was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs. Canor, Fos- 
rer, and RUTHERFURD, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to the 
bill sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “ An act making further pro- 
vision in cases of drawbacks,” together with the 
motion made yesterday thereon; and, having adopt- 
ed the report of the committee, and further amend- 
ed the bill, it was ordered to a third reading. 

The petition of Chandler Dinwiddie Fowke, in | 
behalf of the heir and legatee of Jane Stobo, de- 
ceased, was presented and read, praying payment 
of a certificate signed by Timothy Pickering, 
Quartermaster General, dated 3d December, 1782, 
for seven hundred and sixty dollars and forty-five 
cents, bearing interest at six per cent. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

The Vice Presipenr communicated a Letter 
from the Honorable Mr. Bur.er, stating that he 


cannot attend at present in Senate, on account of } 


the state of bis health, and the inclemency of the 


season. } 


Wepnespay, January 21. 
The Vice Presitpenr laid before the Senate a 


Treasury, of the plan for the support of public 
credit; which was read, and ordered to le for 
consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed | 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “An act to authorize the settlement of the | 
claim of Samuel Prioteau,” with an amendment, 
in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
further provision in cases of drawbacks,” was read 
the third time. 


Proceedings. 





A motion was made to expunge the third see- 
tion of the bill, as follows: 


“ And be it further enacted, That, after the last day | 
of March next, it shall be lawful for the importer or ex- | 
porter of any liquors in casks, coffee in casks, or other | 
packages, or any unrefined sugars, to fill up the casks 
or packages out of other casks or packages included in 
the original importation, or into new casks or packages 
in case the original cask or package shall be so injured | 
as to be rendered unfit for exportation, and under the 
inspection of the Inspector of the port from which such 
liquors, coffee, or unrefined sugars, are intended to be | 
exported :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 10, nays 13, as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Martin, 
Morris, Potts, Robinson, Ross, Rutherfurd, and Taze- 
well. 

Naxs.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Cabot, 
Edwards, Ellsworth, Foster, Izard, King, Langdon, 
Livermore, Mitchell, and Strong. 





[Senare. 


On motion to expunge these words, section 3, 
“any liquors in casks,” it passed in the negative. 

On motion to amend the amendment agreed to 
yesterday, by expunging these words, “the ports 
in which they were imported, or from either,” it 
passe in the affirmative. 

On motion, it was agreed to add the following 
proviso at the end of the fifth section: 

“ And provided always, That in no case of an ex- 
portation by the original importer shall a drawback be 
paid, until the duties on the importation thereof shall 
have been first received.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendment of the House of Representatives 
to the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, 
entitled “An act to authorize the settlement of 


| the claim of Samuel Prioleau;” and, concurred 


therein. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the several acts imposing duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States,” reported amendments, which were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


Tuurspay, January 22. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 


:: : ls Bee on = ‘cf oni . ~viwine ca in suits 
Report from (he Secretary for tae Departinent ot | ® bill, entitled “An act for reviving certain 


and process which have been discontinued in the 
District Court of Pennsylvania,” in which they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration ot 
the amendments reported by the committee to 
whom was referred the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the several acts imposing 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, import- 
ed into the United States;” and, after debate, it 
was ordered that the further consideration thereof 
be postponed. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Epaphras Jones, and others,” report- 
ed an amendment. which was read, and adopted, 
and the bill was ordered to the third reading. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act to 
establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and to 
repeal the act heretofore passed on that subject,” 
together with a motion made thereon, reported 
the following amendments, to wit: Strike out the 
first paragraph of the first section, and insert— 

‘For carrying into complete effect the power given 
by the Constitution to establish an uniform rule of natu- 
ralization throughout the United States: Be it enacted 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
any alien, being a free white person, may be admitted 
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to become a citizen of the United States, or any of 
them, on the following conditions, and not otherwise :” | 


Section 2, after the word “citizen,” strike out 
“thereof.” 

On motion, it was agreed to divide the para- 
graph reported as the first amendment, and adopt 
it as far as the word “conditions,” inclusive; and, 
on motion, it was agreed to adopt these words, 
“and not otherwise,” containing the other division 
of the paragraph. 


A motion was made to add to the end of the | 


bill the following clause: 


“ Be it further enacted, That the provisions contain- | 


ed in this act shall extend to the Northwestern and 
Southwestern Territories respectively :” 

And, after debate, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 


Fripvay, January 23. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of Epaphras Jones, and others,” was read the 
third time, and passed, with an amendment. 


The bill sent from the House of Representa- | 


tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for reviv- 
ing certain suits and process which have been 


discontinued in the District Court of Pennsylva- | 


nia,” was read the second time, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported by the committee to whom 
was referred the bill sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
supplementary to the several acts imposing duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the United States;” and, having in part adopted 
the same, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 


informed the Senate that the House have passed | 


a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the act, 
entitled ‘An act for enrolling and licensing ships 


or vessels to be employed in the coasting-trade | 


and fisheries, and for regulating the same;” and a 


bill, entitled “An act for the remission of the ton- | 
nage duties on certain French vessels;” in which | 


several bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

These bills were read the first time. and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate the 


Report of the Secretary for the Department of 
Treasury, on the memorial of a number of the | 


inhabitants of the States of Connecticut and Rhode 
Island, praying that a light-house may be erected, 
at the expense of the United States, on Watch 
Hill, in the State of Rhoae Island; which was 
read, and ordere« to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendment proposed yesterday, to add the follow- 
ing clause to the bill. entitled “ An act to establish 
an uniform rale of naturalization, and to repeal 
the act heretofore passed on that subject,” to wit: 


“ Be it further enacted, That the provisions contain- | 


ed in this act shall extend to the Northwestern and 
Southwestern Territories respectively :” 
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On motion, it was agreed to amend this motion, 
by inserting, in the first section of the bill, these 
words, after the word “State,” “or of the Terri- 
turies;” and, in the same section, after the word 
“States,” these words, “or of tne Territories;” 
after the word 


-and by iuserting, in section 2, 
“State,” “or Territory.” 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this 
motion be postponed. 


Monpay, January 26. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
|the motion, as it was agreed to be amended o1 
| Friday, to the bill, sent from the House of Repre 
| sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act t 
lestablish an uniform rule of naturalization, and 
to repeal the act heretofore passed on that sub- 
ject ;” and it being further amended, was adopted 
as follows: 
| Line 5th, after the words “the States,” insert “o 
of the Territories Northwest or South of the river 
| Ohio.” 

Line 11th, after the word “ State,” 
Territory.” 

On motion to add the following clause to th: 
bill: 
| “Every person naturalized under this act, shall, at 
| the time of his naturalization, specify the names of al) 
his children, under the age of twenty-one years, resident 
within the United States; and the clerk of the Court 
shall send a certificate of every naturalization, and a list 
of the names of such children as shall be thus specified, 
to the Secretary of State, who shall keep a record of the 
same :” 


insert “or 


And a motion was made to add to this motion 
as follows: 

“For all which services, directed by this act to bi 
performed by the clerks of the Courts aforesaid, the said 
clerks shall be entitled to receive from each person na- 
| turalized (whether having a family or not) the sum of 





And, on the question to agree to the motioi 
| thus amended, it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend 
ments. 
| The bill sent from the House of Representative 
| for concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary 
| to the several acts imposing duties on goods, wares. 
and merchandise, imported into the United States,” 
was read the third time, and the bill was further 
amended, as follows: 

Line 7th, after the words “ white clayed,” insert 
“or white powdered,” and, in the same line, after 
“clayed,” insert “or powdered.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
|to the act, entitled ‘An act for enrolling and 

licensing ships or vessels to be employed in thi 
'eoasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating th: 
| same,” was read the second time, and referred ti 
| Messrs. Jackson, Izarp, and LiveRMORE, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 
| The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
| for coneurrence. entitled “An act for reviving 
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certain suits ani process whic h have been discon- | a bill, entitled “An act to repeal a part, and to 


tinued in the District Court of Pennsylvania,” was 


read the third time and passed. 


The Senate proceeded to the second reading of 


the bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the remission 

of the tonnage duties on certain French vessels ;” ; 
and, by unanimous consent, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 


Tuespay, January 27. 
The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate the 
a . . 
accounts of Samuel Meredith, Treasurer, of the 


expenditures for the quarter ending the 30th of 


September last, which, being read, were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the ascer- 
tainment of certain losses of the officers of Go- 
vernment, and other citizens, by the insurgents in 
the Western counties of Pennsylvania, and provid- 
ing some present relief to the sufferers,” was read 


the third time and passed. 


The petition of Zachariah Allen, of the State of 


Rhode Island, was presented and read, praying 
that the proper officers may be empowered and 
directed to furnish a certain vessel therein named, 
and the property of a citizen of the United States, 
although not built therein, with the necessary pa- 
pers, for the reasons mentioned in the said petition. 

Ordered, That this petition be referred to Messrs. 
Foster, Srrone, and EL.usworrs, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House of Re »present- 
atives have passed a bill, entitled “ An act supple- 
mentary to the act concerning invalids;” and a 
bill, entitled ““An act supplementary to the act, 
entitled ‘An act to provide more effectually for 
the collection of the duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels ;” in which seve- 
ral bills they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


Wepnespay, January 28 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
to the act concerning invalids,” was read the second 
time and referred to Messr s. Brap_Ley, ELtsworrna, 
and Hawkins, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

Mr. Ross, from the committee appointed to 
bring in a bill making an extra allowance to cer- 
tain clerks in the public offices, and to the widows 
and families of certain deceased clerks, reported a 
bill for that purpose, which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


Tuourspay, January 29. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 


continue in force another part, of the act, entitled 

‘An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the export- 
ation of arms and ammunition, and encouraging 
the importation of the same ;” tn which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill was read the first time and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The bill making an extra allowance to certain 
clerks in the public offices, and to the widows and 
families of certain deceased clerks, was read the 
second time, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act suppiementary 
to the act, entitled * An act to provide more effeet- 
ually for the collection of the duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” was 
read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to the com- 
mittee appointed the 26th instant on the bill, en- 
titled * ‘An act supplementary to the act, entitled 

‘An act for enrolling and licensing ships or ves- 
sels to be employed in the coasting trade and fish- 
eries, and for regulating the same,” to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 





Frivay, January 30. 


The bill making an extra allowance to certain 
clerks in the public offices, and to the widows and 
families of certain deceased clerks, was read the 
third time, and recommitted for further inquiry. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to repeal a part, 
and to continue in force another part, of the act, 
entitled *An act prohibiting, for a limited time, 
the exporti ition of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same,” was read 
the second time, and referred to Messrs. RurHer- 
rurD, Hawkins, and Jackson, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 


| confidential communication from the Secretary of 


; 


the Department of War, which was read, and or- 
dered to lie for consideration. 


Monpay, February 2. 


The Vice Presivenrt laid before the Senate the 

teport of the Secretary of the Department of 
Treasury, on the petition of Oliver and Thomp- 
son, which was read, and ordered to lie for con- 
sideration. 

Mr.*Jacxson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled ‘An act for enrol- 
ling and licensing ships or vessels to be employed 
in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for regu- 
lating the same,’ reported amendments, which 
were read. 

Ordered, That the report lie for consideration. 

Mr. Tazewe tt notified the Senate, that he 
should to-morrow ask permission to introduce a 
bill declaring the consent of Congress to an act of 
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the State of Virginia, passed the 25th of Decem- 
ber, 1794, for the support of a Marine Hospital. 


Tuxspay, February 3. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 


the report of the committee to whom was refer- 
red the bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act for saiailak 
and licensing ships or vessels to be employed in 
the coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating 
the same,” and the report was adopted ; and the 
bill being further amended, was ordered to a third 
reading. 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. Taze- 
WELL obtained permission to introduce a bill de- 
claring the consent of Congress to an act of the 
State of Virginia, passed the twenty-fifth of De- 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, for the support of a Marine Hospital, and 
the bill was read the first time, and ordered toa 
second reading. 





Wenpnespay, February 4. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
entitled “ An act to authorize the allowance of a 
drawback on part of the cargo of the ship Enter- 
prise,” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate; the bill was read the first time, and 
ordered toa second reading. 

The following confidential Message was receiv- 
ed from the Presipent or THE Unirep Srates: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before Congress, for their consideration, a Let- 
ter from the Secretary of State, upon the subject of 
Loans, which is extremely interesting and urgent. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, February 4, 1795. 

The Message was read, and ordered to lie for 
consideration. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘ An act for enrolling 
and licensing ships or vessels to be employed in 
the coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating 
the same,” was read the third time. 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof 
be postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. Brap.éy, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
supplementary to the act concerning invalids,” 
reported the following amendment: 


Strike out the whole of the last section, after | 


the word “enacted,” in the first line, and insert in 
lieu thereof, 


“That no commissioned officer who has received 
commutation of half pay shall be paid a pension as an 
invalid until he shall return his commutation into the 
Treasury of the United States, except where special 
provision has been made in particular cases for allowing 
pensions on the return only of certain portions of the 
commutation :” 
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| On the question to adopt the report, it passed in 
| the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 8, as follows: 

Yxras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwards, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard, 
Langdon, Martin, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burr, Frelinghuysen, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Tazewell. 

On motion to amend the amendment. by ex- 
punging the words “his commutation.” line third 
of the amendment, and further to amend it, t 
read as follows: 


“That no commissioned officer who has received 
commutation of half pay shall be paid a pension as an 
invalid, until he shall return into the Treasury of the 
United States a proportion of the principal of the com- 
mutation received by him, equal to the proportion of pen- 
sion to be allowed him, except where special provision 
| has been made in particular cases, for allowing pen- 
sions, on the return only of certain portions of the com- 
| mutation :”” 


It passed in the negative. And on the question 
to agree to the last section of the bill, as amend- 
| ed, it passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays § 
| as follows: 











Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwards: 
Ellsworth, Foster, Hawkins, Henry, Jackson, Izard; 
Langdon, Martin, Robinson, Ross, and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burr, Frelinghuysen, Livermore, 
Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Strong, and Tazewell. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 
ing. 

The bill declaring the consent of Congress to 
an act of the State of Virginia, passed the twenty- 
fifth of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four, for the support of a Marine Hos- 
pital, was read the second time, and referred t 
Messrs. TazEweLt, ELtswortn, and Lanapon 
| to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 








Tuurspay, February 5. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to author 
ize the allowance of drawback on part of the 
eargo of the ship Enterprise,’ was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs, Lanapon, 
| Hawkins, and Porrs, to consider and report ther 
on to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the third reading of the bill, 
sent from the House of Representatives for con 
| currence, entitled “Anact supplementary to the 
act concerning invalids,” be postponed to Monday 
next. 5 

A message from the House of Representatives 
' informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
| bill, entitled “ An act relative t » the compensations 
| of certain officers employed in the collection of the 
| duties of impost and tonnage ;” in which they de 
| sire the-concurrence of the Senate. The bill was 
| read the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 
A motion was made, 





| That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 

expediency of authorizing the President of the United 
| States to call such of the invalids on the pension list of 
| the United States into service as are able to do garrison 
| duty, and, if found expedient, to report a bill :” 
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Ordered, That this motion lie for consideration. The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 


Mr. Lanapon, from the committee on the bill 
last referred, reported that it pass without amend- 
ment; and the report was adopted, and the bill 
ordered to a third reading. 

Ordered. That Messrs. Srrone, Burr, and 
Ports, be a committee to examine and report to 
the Senate what laws will expire before the next 
session of Congress. 


Fripay, February 6. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to author- 
ize the allowance of drawback on part of the 
cargo of the ship Mnterprise,” was read the third 
time and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act relative to 
the compensations of certain officers employed in 
the collection of the duties of impost and ton- 
nage,” was read the second time, and referred to 
Messrs. Casor, EL.tsworru, Burr, Lanapon, 
and 'TazEWELL, to consider and report thereon to 
the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the erection 
of a light-house near the entrance of Georgetown 
harbor, in the State of South Carolina ;” in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. The 
bill was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. ELisworrs, from the committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported a bill to regulate proceed- 
ings in cases of outlawry, which was read the first 
time, and ordered to a second reading. 


Monpay, February 9. 


Mr. SrronG reported from the committee to 
whom it was referred to examine and report what 
laws will expire before the next Congress. The 
report was read, and ordered lie for consideration. 

Mr. Cazor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act rela- 
tive to the compensations of certain officers em- 
ployed in the collection of the duties of impost 
and tonnage,” reported an amendment, which was 
read and agreed to, and the bill ordered to a third 
reading. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled “An act supplementary to 
the act concerning invalids,” be further postponed 
to Thursday next. 

The third reading of the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An aet 
for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same,” was resumed; and, being 
further amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments. 





tives for concurrence, entitled “An act authoriz- 
ing the erection of a light-house near the entrance 
of Georgetown harbor, in the State of South 
Carolina,” was read the second time, and referred 
to Messrs. Lanepon, Jackson, and Hawkuns, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill to regulate proceedings in cases of out- 
lawry was read the second time, and ordered to 
lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘An act making alterations in the Treasury and 
War Departments ;” in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. The bill was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 


Tuespay, February 10. 


The petition of James Park and others, messen- 
gers in the public offices, was read, praying that 
their compensation, respectively, may be aug- 
mented. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, 
entitled “ An act to amend the act, entitled, ‘ An 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States.” with amendments; in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate, 
The amendments were read, and referred to 
Messrs. Ross, Hawkins, and RuTHEeRFuRD, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. ELitsworrs reported from the committee 
appointed to revise the provisions for the employ- 
ment and compensation of clerks in the public 
offices, which was read. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

The bill, sent from the House of Represeota- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act relative to 
the compensations of certain officers employed in 
the collection of the duties of impost and ton- 
nage,” was read the third time and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to amend 
the act, entitled ‘ An act making alterations in the 
Treasury and War Departments,” was read the 
second time. and ordered toa third reading. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the bill to 
regulate proceedings in cases of outlawry, be fur- 
ther postponed. 


Wepnespay. February 11. 


Mr. Lanavon. from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
authorizing the erection of a light-house near the 
entrance of Georgetown harbor in the State of 
South Carolina,” reported the bill without amend- 
ment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have disagreed 
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to all the amendments of the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, enti- 
tled ‘An act for eusdliing and licensing ships or 
vessels to be employed in the coasting trade and 
fisheries, and for regulating the same ;” and ask a 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses, and have appointed managers on their 
part. 

Resolved, That the Senate agree to the proposed 
conference on the amendments to the last men- 
tioned bill, and that Messrs. Livermore and 


A . 
Jackson be’managers at the same on the part of 


the Senate. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled ‘An act to provide 
more eflectually for the collection of the duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels,” reported amendments, which were read. 

Ordered, That they be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to amend 
the act, entitled ‘ An act making alterations in the 
Treasury and War Departments,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the bill to 
authorize the holding of special Courts, in certain 
cases, be postponed until the 23d instant. 
Ordered, That the report of the committee ap- 


pointed to examine and report to the Senate what | 


laws will expire before the next Congress be re- 
committed, and that the committee be instructed 
to bring in a bill or bills to continue such of the 
said laws as in their opinion ought to be continued. 

The petition of James Mathers, Doorkeeper to 
the Senate, was presented and read, stating the 
enhanced price of the necessaries of life, and pray- 
ing an addition to his compensation. Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate pay 
to the said James Mathers. out of the contingent 
money, one hundred and thirty dollars, to make 
his compensation, for the last year, two hundred 
and fifty dollars, in addition to his stated salary. 
that being the additional sum allowed to the Door- 
keeper of the House of Re »presentatives. 


Tuurspay, February 12. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act authoriz- 
ing the erection of a light-house near the entrance 
of | Georgetown harbor, ; in the State of South Ca- 
rolina,” was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 


a bill, entitled “ An act for the reimbursement of 
a Loan authorized by an act of the last session of 


Congress,” in which the y desire the concurrence 


of the Senate. 
The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 


reimbursement of a Loan authorized bv an act of 
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the last session of Congress,” was seed the first 
time, and, by unanimous consent, the rule was 
dispensed with, and the bill was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Kine, Braprorp 
and E__sworrn, to consider and report thereo; 
to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee, ap- 
pointe »d the tenth of December last, to revise the 
provisions for the employment and compensation 
of certain clerks in the public offices. be the orde; 
of the day for to-morrow. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act suppl 
mentary to the act cone erning invalids,” was 
the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass, as amend 
ed ? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas || 
nays 7, as follows’: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Cabot, Edwaris, 
Ellsworth, Foster, Hawkins, King, Langdon, Robinson 
and Rutherfurd. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burr, Jackson, Livermore, Martin 
Mitchell, Potts, and Tazewell. 


So it was resvlved that this bill pass, with a 
amendment. 

Mr. Ruruerrurp reported, from the committe: 
to whom was referred the bill, sent from th 
House of Representatives for concurrence, ent: 
tled “ An act to repeal a part, and to continue 
force another part, of the act entitled ‘ An act pro- 
hibiting, for a limited time, the exportation 
arms and ammunition, and encouraging the 
portation of the same ;” and the report was ad: 
ed. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 


wna d 
read 


itd} 


Fripay, February 13. 


The Senate took into consideration the rep 
of the committee, appointed the tenth of Decem 
ber last, to revise the provisions for the employ 
ment and compensation of certain clerks in th 
public offices, which was amended ; and, after 
bate, the report was committed to Messrs. Ross 
Porrs, and Kina, to consider and report thereo: 
to the Senate. 


Monpay, February 16. 


Mr. Livermore reported, from the manager: 
the part of the Senate at the conference on thi 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill 
entitled “ An act supplementary to the act entitled 
‘An act for enrolling and licensing ships or ves 
sels to be employed in the coasting trade and fish 
eries, and for regulating the same,” that the | 
be postponed to the next Congress; and the re 
port was adopted. 

On motion, that the bill, sent from the Hous: 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act entitled ‘An act t 
provide more effectually for the collection of the 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, import- 
ed into the United States, and on the tonnage of 
ships or vessels,” be postponed to the next Con- 
gress, it passed in the negative. 
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The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported by the committee to the said bill; 
and, having adopted them, the bill was ordered to 
a third reading. 

On request of the Vice Presipenrr, it was 
agreed that he be excused from attendance in the 
Senate, during the session, after Wednesday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 

informed the S Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for the more effectual re- 
covery of debts due from individuals to the United 
States ;” a bill, entitled “ An act for continuing 
and regulating the Military Establishment of the 
United States, and for re pealing sundry acts here- 
tofore passed on that subject ;” and a * Resolution 
respecting certain laws of the Territory of the 
United States Northwest of the river Ohio, passed 
the first day of August, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two ;” in which bills and resolu- 
tion they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills and resolution last brought to the Se- 
nate for concurrence wére severally read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That the resolution of the House of 
Representatives last mentioned be referred to 
Messrs. Livermore, RuTHERFURD, and BRADFORD, 
to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for 
the reimbursement of a Loan authorized by an act 
of the last session of Congress,” reported that the 
bill pass, without amendment. Whereupon, it was 
agreed, by unanimous consent, that the bill be now 
read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 


Tusspay, February 17. 


The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act entitled ‘An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
sels,” was read the third time; and, being further 
amended, the bill was recommitted. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to continue in force the 
‘ Act for ascertaining the fees in Admiralty pro- 
ceedings in the District Courts of the United 
States, and for other purposes ;” and a bill, enti- 
tled “ An act to repeal part of the act, entitled ‘An 
act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation 
of arms and ammunition, and encouraging the im- 
portation of the same ;” in which several bills they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills were read the first time. and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to regulate proceedings in cases of outlawry. 

On motion that this bill be postponed, it passed 
in the negative ; and, after debate. the bill was or- 
dered to lie for e onsideration. 
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The following Messages were received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unrrep States: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit to Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of New Hampshire, and of an 
Act of the Legislature thereof, ratifying the article pro- 
posed in amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, respecting the Judicial power. 

I also lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of North Carolina, and of an Act 
of the Legislature thereof, ceding “ to the United States 
certain lands, upon the conditions therein mentioned.” 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Unirev Srares, February 17, 1795. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I have received copies of two Acts of the Legislature 
of Georgia—one passed on the 28th day of December, 
and the other on the 7th day of January last—for ap- 
propriating and selling the Indian lands within the ter- 
ritorial limits claimed by that State. These copies, 
though not officially certified, have been transmitted to 
me in such a manner as to leave no room to doubt their 
authenticity. ‘These Acts embrace an object of such 
magnitude, and in their consequences may so deeply 
affect the peace and welfare of the United States, that 
I have thought it necessary now to lay them before 
Congress. 

In confidence, I also forward copies of several docu- 
ments and papers received from the Governor of the 
Southwestern Territory. By these, it seems that hos- 
tilities with the Cherokees have ceased, and that there 
is a pleasing prospect of a permanent peace with that 
nation. But, from all the communications of the Go- 
vernor, it appears that the Creeks, in small parties, con- 
tinue their depredations, and it is uncertain to what 
they may finally lead. 

The several papers now communicated deserve the 
immediate attention of Congress, who will consider how 
far the subjects of them may require their co-operation. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srates, February 17, 1795. 

The Messages were severally read, and ordered 
to lie for consideration. 


W epnespbay, February 1S. 

Mr. Strona, from the committee instructed for 
that purpose on the 11th instant, reported a bill to 
continue in force. for a limited time. the acts there- 
in mentioned ; which bill was read and ordered to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Ross. from the committee to whom was 
referred the amendments proposed by the House 
of Representatives to the bill, entitle d “ An aet to 
amend the act entitled *An act to establish the 


Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” reported amendments to the said amend- 
ments. 


On motion to recommit the report, it passed in 
the negative, and, the report being further amend- 
ed, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in the amend- 
ments to this bill. with amendments thereto. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
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a bill, entitled “ An act to provide for calling forth 
the Militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions, and to re- 
peal the act now in force for these purposes ;” a 
bill, entitled “ An act enabling George Gibbs to 
obtain a drawback of duties on certain exported 
wines ;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
William Seymour ;” and a bill, entitled “ An act 
for the more general promulgation of the laws of 
the United States:” in which several bills they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were severally read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The papers referred to in the Message of the 
President of the United States, of yesterday, 
were read and ordered to lie for consideration. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the motion made the 13th of January 
last, relative to the claims of the settlers at Gal- 
liopolis. together with the memorial of Jeau G. 
Gervais, reported a bill to authorize a grant of 
lands to the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned, which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Ordered, That certain laws of the State of 
Georgia, referred to in the Message of the Presi- 
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referred to Messrs. Kine, ELLswortn, STRONG, 
Ross, and Porrs, to consider and report thereon 
to the Senate. 

Mr. Kine notified the Senate, that he should, 
on Friday next, move for leave to introduce a bill 
to punish frauds committed on the Bank of the 
United States. 

Mr. Foster laid before the Senate the petition 
of Henry Merchant, Judge for the Rhode Island 
district, praying an augmentation of his salary, 
which was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Foster, in behalf of the pe- 
titioner, have leave to bring in a bill providing for 
the addition of two hundred dollars per annum to 
the petitioner’s present salary. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John McLean, attorney to 
Angus McLean, reported, that they are satisfied of 
the truth of the facts contained in the petition, 
and that he is entitled to his pay for his services 
in the corps of sappers and miners; and the report 
was adopted. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the committee to whom the pe- 
tition was referred, be instructed to bring in a bill 
accordingly. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee last mentioned, 
reported a bill for the relief of Angus McLean, 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the 
more effectual recovery of debts due from indi- 
viduals to the United States,” was read the second 
time and referred to Messrs. Foster, FRELING- 
HUYSEN, and VINING, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the amendments reported on the bill, 
sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled “ An act supplementary to the 
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act, entitled ‘An act to provide more effectually 
for the collection of the duties on goods, wares. 
and merchandise, imported into the United States. 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels,” reported 
amendments to the same, which were read and 
adopted, and the bill being further amended, j; 
was 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 

The bill sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to continue 
in force the act ‘for ascertaining the fees in Admi- 
ralty proceedings in the District Courts of the 
United States, and for other purposes,” was read 
the second time, and by unanimous consent the 
rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to repeal part 
of the act, entitled ‘An act prohibiting, for a lim- 
ited time, the exportation of arms and ammuni 
tion, and encouraging the importation of the 
same,” was read the second time. 

On motion that this bill pass to the third read 
ing, it passed in the negative. So it was resolved 
that this bill do not pass. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for con- 
tinuing and regulating the Military Establishment 
of the United States, and for repealing sundry act 
heretofore passed on that subject,” was read the 
second time, and referred to Messrs. FRELINGHUY 
seN, Burr, and Foster, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 


Fripay, February 20. 


The Vice Presipent being absent, the Senat 
proceeded to the election of a PResipent pro (ei 
pore, as the Constitution provides, and Samui 
LiveERMORE was duly elected ; who, declining thi 
appointment, 

The Senate proceeded to the election of Henry 
TAZEWELL to that office. 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the Pri 
SIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares, and notify hin 
of the election of Mr. TazeEweE.t to be Presipen 
of the Senate pro tempore. 

The petition of John Rutledge, administra! 
of the estate of Thomas Rutledge, deceased, ati 
deputy commissary general of purchases for th 
Southern Department, was read, praying that he 
may be enabled to obtain compensation for the ser- 
vices of the said Thomas Rutledge. 

Ordered, That this petition lie on the table. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Kina obtained leas 
to introduce a bill to punish frauds committed on 
the Bank of the United States; which bill wa 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re 
lief of William Seymour,” was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. FRELINGHUYSEN, 
Kina, and Mrrcue.t, to consider and report there- 
on to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representative 





‘ 
‘ 








829 


Fesruary, 1795. | 


informed the Senate that the House agree to all 
the amendments of the Senate to their amend- 
ments to the bill, entitled “ An act to amend the 
act. entitled ‘An act to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States,” except 
to the last, to which they agree with an amend- 
ment, and in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. They have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Robert Barton and others.” in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the House of Representatives 
to the last amendment of the Senate to their 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to amend 
the act, entitled * An act to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States;” and, on 
motion, that the bill be postponed to the next Con- 
gress, it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate disagree to the said 
amendment, and ask a conference on the disagree- 
ing votes thereon, and that Messrs. RurHEeRPURD 
and Brown be managers at the same on the part 
of the Senate. 

The bill last brought from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

The bill for the relief of Angus MeLean was 
read the second time and amended, and, by unani- 
mous consent, to dispense with the rule, the bill 
was read the third time and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the 
more general promulgation of the laws of the 
United States,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. RurHerrurp, ELLsworrn, and 
Porrs, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act enabling 
George Gibbs to obtain a drawback of duties on 
certain exported wines,” was read the second time, 
and referred to Messrs. Casor, Mrrcueuu, and 
BrRapFoRD, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The. bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to provide 
for calling forth the militia to execute the laws 
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions, and to repeal the act now in force for 
these purposes,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to Messrs. Kine, FRELINGHUYSEN. and 
Strong, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

Mr. Ross reported, from the committee to whom 
was referred the report of a committee appointed 
to revise the provisions for the employment and 
compensation of certain clerks in the public offices. 
On motion, to amend the report. by inserting five 


hundred dollars to the loan officer of the State of 


Maryland, instead of two hundred and fifty, in 
lieu of clerk hire; it passed in the negative. 
On motion, to amend the report, by inserting 


two thousand dollars each to the loan officers of 


the States of Massachusetts and New York, in 
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On motion. to amend the report, by inserting 
five hundred dollars to the loan officer of the State 
of Connecticut, in lieu of cierk hire; it passed in 
the negative. And, having agreed further to 
amend the report, by striking out the limitation, 
to wit: “year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-six,” and inserting “end of the same.” On 
motion, 

Ordered, That it be recommitted, with an in- 
struction to bring in a bill conformable thereto. 

Agreeably to the order of the Senate, Mr. Fos- 
TER brought in a bill for allowing an additional 
compensation to the Judge of the District of Rhode 
Island; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The bill, to continue in force, for a limited time, 
the acts therein mentioned. was read the second 
time, and ordered to a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
proposed conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses to the amendments proposed to 
the bill, entitled “An act to amend the act, enti- 
tled ‘An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States.” and have ap- 
pointed managers on their part. 


SaTURDAY, February 21. 


Mr. Casor reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “An 
act enabling George Gibbs to obtain a drawback 
of duties on certain exported wines.” that the bill 
pass without amendment; and the report was 
adopted. And, by unanimous consent, the rule 
was dispensed with, and the bill was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. Livermore reported, from the committee 
to whom was referred the resolution, sent from 
the House of Representatives for concurrence, 
“respecting certain laws of the territory of the 
United States Northwest of the river Ohio, passed 
the first day of August, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate do not coneur in this 
resolution. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the payment 
of four thousand dollars, for the use of the daugh- 
ters of the late Count de Grasse ;” and a bill, en- 
titled “An act for the relief of Spencer Man and 
Frantz Jacob Foltz;” in which several bills they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Ruruerrurp reported from the managers 
at the conference on the part of the Senate, on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the last 
amendments to the first section of the bill, enti- 
tled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to 
establish the Post Office and Post Roads within 
the United States.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate recede from their 


heu of clerk hire. respectively ° it passed in the | last amendment to the amendment of the House 


negative. 


| of Representatives, to the first section of the said 
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bill. to-wit: the words “and from Danville to Knox- 
ville.” 

Mr. Kina, from the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Message of the Presipenr OF THE 
Unirep Srartes, of the 18th instant, relative to 
certain laws passed by the State of Georgia, re- 
ported a bill to prevent depredations on the Indians 
South of the river Ohio; which bill was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

The bill,sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurreuce, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Spencer Man and Frantz Jacob Foltz,” was read 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
payment of four thousand dollars for the use of 
the daughters of the late Count de Grasse,” was 
read the first time. 

The petition of Amelie, Adelaide, Melanie, and 
Silvie de Grasse, daughters of the late Count de 
Grasse, stating their reduced and destitute situa- 
tion, and praving the loan of two thousand dol- 
lars, was presenied and read; and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the bill 
last mentioned was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill lie for consideration. 

The bill to punish frauds committed on the Bank 
of the United States was read the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The bill to continue in force for a limited time, 
the acts therein mentioned, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The bill for allowing an additional compensa- 
tion to the Judge of the district of Rhode Island, 
was read the second time. 

The memorial of Gunning Bedford, Judge of 
the district of Delaware, was presented and read, 
praying for an increase of compensation. 

It was agreed to amend the bill last mentioned, 
by inserting these words: “To the Judges of the 
districts of Rhode Island and Delaware each,” and 
to conform the title of the bill thereto. 

On motion, by Mr. Casor, to add after the 
word “dollars,” “and to the Judge of the District 
Court of Massachusetts the sum of three hundred 
dollars.” 

It passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this 
bill be postponed until Monday next. 

The Presipent laid before the Senate state- 
ments from the Secretary of the Department of 
War, of such claims as have been received and 
examined, and of additional evidence further to 
support certain claims formerly stated; in pursu- 
ance of the act, entitled “An act to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions.” 

Ordered, That five hundred copies of the papers 
hereafter enumerated, delivered with the Message 
of the Presipenr or THe Unirep States of the 
19th of November, 1794, be printed, to wit: 
Judge Wilson’s certificate. 

The Proclamation of 7th August. 

The Instructions of the Commissioners. 
The Report of the Commissioners. 

The Proclamation of the 25th of September. 
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6. The correspondence between the Goyerno, 
of Pennsylvania and the Secretary of State. 

7. The Report of the Secretary of the Treasyry 
to the Presipent or THE UNITED Srares. 

8. Instructions to the Governor of Virginia. 

Mr. Marvin notified the Senate that he should. 
on Monday next, move for permission to introduc, 
a bill to amend the 2d section of the act, entitled 
“ An act to erect a light-house on the head land o; 
Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shel) 
Castle Island, in the harbor of Oeracock, in th 
State of North Carolina.” 

Mr. Kine, from the committee to whom wa 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repri 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An ac; 
provide for calling forth the militia to execute t{y 
laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and re. 
pel invasions, and to repeal the act now in fore 
for those purposes,” reported amendments, whic 
were amended and adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading 





Monpay, February 23. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatiy, 
for concurrence, entitled “An act to provide fo: 
calling forth the militia to execute the laws of thy 
Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions 
and to repeal the act now in force for those pur- 
poses,” was read the third time, and, being furthe: 
amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments 

The bill sent from the House of Representatiy: 
for concurrence, entitled * An act for the reliet \ 
Robert Barton and others,’ was read the sec 
time, and referred to Messrs. Capotr, Braprorp 
and FRELINGHUYSEN, to consider and report the! 
on to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representati\ 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relie! 
Spencer Man, and Frantz Jacob Foltz,” was rea 
the second time. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to the ec 
mittee last mentioned. 

The bill * for allowing an additional compen 
tion to the Judge of the district of Rhode Island 
was read the third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass ; that it be engros 
ed; and that the title thereof be, “ An act allowing 
an addivonal compensation to the Judges of th 
districts ot Rhode Island and Delaware.” 

Agreeably to notice given on the 21st instan 
Mr. Martin obtained permission to bring ina bill 
to amend the second section of the act, entitled 
“ An act to erect a light-house on the head land 0! 
Cape Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shel! 
Castle Island, in the harbor of Ocracock, in th 
State of North Carolina;” which bill was read 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to prevent depredations on the Indians 
South of the river Ohio was read the second tim: 
and ordered to lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading ot th: 
bill to authorize the holding of special Courts 1) 
certain cases, and the further consideration thereo! 
was postponed until the next Congress. 
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-A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act making further provision 
for the support of Public Credit, and for the re- 
demption of the Public Debt,” in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 


The bill was read the first time, and, by unani- | 


mous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 


the bill was read the second time, and referred to | 


Messrs. Ettswortn, Morris. Srrona, Kina, and 
Capor, to consider and report thereon to the 
Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
payment of four thousand dollars for the use of 
the daughters of the late Count de Grasse,” was 
considered. 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. 


Burr, Kine, and Mircue t, to consider and report | 


thereon to the Senate. 


A message from the House of Representatives | 


informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill sent from the Senate for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act for the relief of Agnus McLean,” 
with an amendment, in which they desire the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 


last mentioned, to wit: strike out “ Agnus,” and | 


insert “ Angus.” 

Resolved. That they do concur therein. 

Mr. Burr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence. entitled “An act au- 
thorizing the payment of four thousand dollars for 
the use of the daughters of the late Count de Grasse, 
reported an amendment, which was adopted. 

On motion to insert “five hundred” in place of 
“one thousand,” it passed in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass to the third 
reading ? it was determined in the affirmative— 
yeas 17, nays 5, as follows: 


Yeas.—Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Cabot, Edwards, Fos- | 


ter, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, King, Langdon, Liver- 
more, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, and 
Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, 
Ross, and Strong. 


_ Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 
ing. 

The bill to authorize a grant of lands to the 
French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned, was read the second 
time, and. after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


Tvuespay, February 24. 


Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom was 


referred the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 


Spencer Man and Frantz Jacob Foltz.” and the 
bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Robert Bar- 


ton and others,” reported, that they severally pass | 


without amendment. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the bill first 
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mentioned, and after being amended, the bill was 
ordered to a third reading. 

Ordered, That the bill last reported on pass to 
| the third reading. 
| Mr. E:tsworvn, from the committee instructed 
| to that purpose, reported a bill to regulate the 
compensation of clerks; which was read, and or- 
| dered to a second reading. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
| payment of four thousand dollars for the use of 
| the daughters of the late Count de Grasse,” was 
| read the third time. 

On motion, to expunge the amendment agreed 
| to yesterday, to wit; line 1, insert a preamble, as 
follows: 

“ Whereas, the four daughters of the late Count de 
Grasse, now within the United States, have, by their 
memorial to Congress, represented that they are desti- 
tute of the means of support:” 

It passed in the negative. 
| Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
| ment. 
| The memorial of a number of the manufacturers 
' 








of the town of Baltimore was presented and read, 
stating the impolicy of excises on home manu- 
| factures, and praying a discontinuance thereof on 
| the articles of sugar and snuff. 
| Ordered, That this memorial be referred to the 
| committee to whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“ An act making further provision for the support 
‘of Public Credit, and for the redemption of the 
| Public Debt.” to consider and report thereon to 
| the Senate. 
| A message from the House of Representatives 
| informed the Senate that they have passed a bill, 
| entitled “ An act for the relief of Jose Roiz Silva ;” 
|} and a bill, entitled “ An act relative to cessions of 
| jurisdiction in places where light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers, have been, or may here- 
after be, erected and fixed ;” in which several bills 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The consideration of the bill to authorize a grant 
| of lands to the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned, was re- 
sumed; and, after debate, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed. 

Mr. Foster notified the Senate that he should, 
to-morrow, ask permission to introduce a bill pro- 
viding that coasting vessels going from Long 
| Island, in the State of New York, to the State of 
Rhode Island, or from the State of Rhode Island 
to the said Long Island, shall have the same privi- 
leges as are allowed to vessels, under the like eir- 
cumstances. going from a district in one State to 
a district in the same, or any adjoining State. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “An act siaive to ces- 

sions of jurisdiction in places where light-houses, 
| beacons, buoys, and public piers, have been, or 
| may hereafter be, erected and fixed.” was read the 
| first time, and ordered to a second reading. 
| The bill sent from the House of Representatives 





| for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Joze Roiz Silva.” was read the first time, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 
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Mr. Livermore laid before the Senate the re- 
monstrance of the State of New Hampshire, as- 
serting and enforcing the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of the said State, in respect to laws 
passed before the Confederation of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep Sates : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I communicate to Congress copies of a Letter from 
the Governor of the State of Georgia, and of an Act of 
the Legislature thereof, “ to ratify the resolution of Con- 
gress explanatory of the Judicial power of the United 
States.” G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitrep States, February 25, 1795. 

The Message and papers therein referred to, 
were read, and ordered to lie on file. 

Mr. FreLINGHUYSEN, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of William Seymour,” reported 
that it pass without amendment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled * An act for the re- 
lief of Spencer Man and Frantz Jacob Foltz,” 
was read the third time and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Robert Barton and others,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tive for concurrence, entitled “ An act relative to 
cessions of jurisdiction in places where light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers have 
been, or may hereafter be, erected and fixed,” was 
read the second time, and referred to Messrs. Liv- 
ERMORE, Burr, and MircuHe.t, to consider and re- 
port thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. E_itsworrn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
making further provision for the support of Public 
Credit, and for the redemption of the Public Debt,” 
reported amendments, which were read. 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to authorize a grant of lands to the French in- 
habitants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned. 

On motion, to strike out the first section of the 
bill, to wit: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered 
to issue letters patent, in the name, and under the seal, 
of the United States, thereby granting and conveying to 
John Gabriel Gervais, Alexander Sangrain, and John 
Michan, and their heirs, for the use of themselves and 
the other French inhabitants of Galliopolis, in the Terri- 
tory Northwest of the Ohio, a tract of land situate on the 
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Northwest bank of the river Ohio, beginning one jy)j), 
and a half on a straight line above the mouth of Lit;), 
Sandy; thence, down the said river Ohio, along 4} 
courses thereof, eight miles, when reduced to a straigh; 
line ; thence, at right angles from the said line, wester|y 
so as to include the quantity of twenty-four thousand 
acres, free from all reservations, to be equally divided 
(except as hereinafter excepted) by lot among all ¢), 
French inhahitants and actual settlers of the said tow, 
or settlement of Galliopolis, being males above seve). 
teen years of age, or widows, who are, or shall }y 
within the said town or settlement of Galliopolis, on ¢\, 
first day of November next, of whom a list shall } 
made by the Surveyor to be employed in pursuance 
this act:” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 9, nays 15, 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Edwards, Ellswort), 
Frelinghuysen, King, Mitchell, Rutherfurd, and Strong 

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Foster, Hay. 
kins, Jackson, Izard, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Mor 
ris, Potts, Robinson, Ross, and Vining. 


Ordered, That this bill be referred to Mess; 
Porrs, Burr, and Kine, to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Joze Roiz Silva,” was read the second time 
and referred to Messrs. Porrs, Kina, and Lane 
DON, to consider and report thereon to the Senat 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. F 
YER Obtained leave to bring in a bill relative | 
the coasting trade, as it respects vessels passing 
tween Long Island. in the State of New Y 
and the State of Rhode Island. The bill 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading otf t! 
bill to prevent depredations onthe Indians Sou! 
of the river Ohio. 

On motion to postpone the consideration o! 
bill, it passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the bill 

And, on the passage of the bill to a third read 
ing, with the following amendment to the end 
the bill: “and shall be punished in the same mai 
ner that enlisted soldiers, committing such an a 
or acts, without or contrary to orders, may be pu 
ished,” it passed in the affirmative—yeas 11, naj 
5, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foste:. 
Hawkins, King, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, an 
Vining. 

Nars—Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Jackson, Langdot 
and Robinson. 


Tuourspay, February 26. 

Mr. Kina laid before the Senate a resoluti 
authorizing the exportation of arms, cannon, a 
military stores, in certain cases; which was r¢ 

Ordered, That it lie until to-morrow for 0 
sideration. 

A message from the House of Representatiy: 
informed the Senate that the House have passed th: 
bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, entitles 

“ An act to continue in force, for a limited time 
the acts therein mentioned,” with an amendment; 
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in which they desire the concurrence of the Se- | 
nate. They have passed a bill, entitled “ An act | 
making further appropriations for the Military | 
and Naval establishments, and for the support of 


Government ;” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 


ment proposed by the House of Representatives | 


to the bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, 
entitled “ An act to continue in force, for a limited 
time, the acts therein mentioned. 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. 

Mr. Frevincuuysen, from the committee to 


whom was referred the bill, sent from the House | 


of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act for continuing and regulating the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, and for repeal- 
ing sundry acts heretofore passed on that subject,” 
reported amendments. 

Mr. Livermore, from the committee te whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
presenta.ives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
relative to cessions of jurisdiction in places where 
light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers have 


been, or may hereafter be, erected and fixed ;” re- | 


ported amendments. 
Mr. Ports, trom the committee to whom was 


referred the bill to authorize a grant of lands to | 


the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned, reported amend- 
ments. 


“he bill to regulate the compensation of clerks, | 
was read the second time, and, after amending | 


=~ 


the first section, it was rejected. 


Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. | 


The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill to punish frauds committed on the Bank of 
the United States, and having agreed to an amend- 
ment, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 


Mr. Foster, from the committée to whom was | 
referred the bill,.sent from the House of Repre- | 


sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for 
the more effectual recovery of debts due from in- 
dividuals to the United States,” reported amend- 
ments. 


Fripay, February 27. 


The bill to prevent depredations on the Indians 
South of the river Ohio, was read the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 7, as 
follows : 


Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, 
Hawkins, Izard, King, Martin, Potts, Rutherfurd, Strong, 
and Vining. 

Nars.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Jackson, 
Langdon, Livermore, and Robinson. 


So it was resolved that this bill pass; that it be 
engrossed: and that the title thereof be “ An act 


to prevent depredations on the Indians South of 


the river Ohio.” 

The amendments reported by the committee to 
whom was referred the bill to authorize a grant 
of lands to the French inhabitants of Galliopolis, 
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and for other purposes therein mentioned, were 
read and agreed to. 
Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 
The bill to regulate the compensation of clerks 
was read the third time, and was amended, by re- 
storing the first section, amended as follows: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, the Se- 
cretary of the Department of State, and the Secretary 
of the Department of War, be authorized to vary, for 
the present year, the compensations heretofore establish- 
ed for clerks in their respective departments, in such 
manner as the services to be performed shall, in their 
| judgment, require ; so, however, that no principal clerk 
| shall receive more than at the rate of one thousand dol- 

lars per annum, and that the aggregate of compensa- 
| tions for the clerks, in either of the said departments, 
shall not, for the said year, exceed the aggregate of the 
| compensations allowed for clerks in the same depart- 
| ments for the year one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
| ty-four; and that an additional compensation, not ex- 
ceeding the rate of two hundred dollars per annum, be 
allowed for one clerk employed by the Director of the 
Mint, during the present year:” 





| 
| On motion, it was agreed to amend the second 
| section, by inserting “three hundred dollars” to the 

loan officer in the State of New Jersey, in lieu of 
| clerk hire. 

| Resolved, That this bill pass; that it be engross- 
'ed; and that the title thereof be “ An act to regu- 
late the compensation of clerks.” 

| The Presipentr laid before the Senate a com- 

| munication from the Secretary for the Depart- 
'ment of the Treasury, with a return of the ex- 

|ports of the United States for the year end- 

|ing September the thirtieth, one thousand seven 

| hundred and ninety-four, which were read, and 

| ordered to lie for consideration. 

| The bill to punish frauds commifted on the Bank 

| of the United States, was read the third time. 

| A motion was made by Mr. Vinine to amend 
| the bill, by striking out these words, “ suffer death,” 
| and to insert, “shall be adjudged a felon, and fined 
| and imprisoned at the discretior of the Court;” and, 
| after debate, the bill was postponed until the next 

| Congress. 

| The consideration of the resolution authorizing 

|the exportation of arms, cannon, and military 

| stores, in certain cases, was resumed, and being 

| amended, by adding these words, “and for public 

| purposes only,” it was 

Resolved, That this resolution pass. 

The bill relative to the passing of coasting ves- 
sels between Long Island and Rhode Island, was 
read the second time, and, by unanimous consent, 
| the rule was dispensed with, and the bill was read 
| the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. Jackson laid before the Senate two Acts 
of the State of Georgia, to wit: “ An act for ap- 
propriating a part of the unlocated territory of the 
State for the payment of the late State troops, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned ;” and “ An 
act supplementary to an act entitled ‘An act for 
appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of 
the State for the payment of the late State troops, 
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and for other purposes therein mentioned,’ declar- | 


ing the right of the State to the unappropriated 
territory thereof for the protection and support of | 
the frontiers of the State, and for other purposes.” 


On which he submitted the following motion to | 


the consideration of the Senate : 

“ Whereas, one of the Senators of the State of Geor- 
gia has officially laid before the Senate “ An act of the 
Legislature of the said State, entitled ‘ An act for ap- 
propriating a part of the unlocated territory of the State 
for payment of the late State troops, and for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned,” 


required to apply, without loss of time, for a treaty to be 
held with such tribes 
claim the right of sale to the territory therein pointed 
out for appropriation as aforesaid : 

“ Resolved, That the Senate will advise and consent 
to the holding any treaty or treaties which the Presi- 
dent of the United States may think necessary with the 
Creek nation, for the purpose of extinguishment of the 


the State of Georgia appropriated ; the same being includ- 
ed in a line to be drawn from the head of the Oconee to the 
Oakmulgee river, and from Fort Romulus, on the Oak- 
mulgee, to the head of St. Mary’s river, and the old 
boundary line between the State of Georgia and the 
said Indians: Provided, That the whole expense of ex- 
tinguishing the said claims, and the holding the said 


treaty or treaties, be defrayed and borne by the State of | 


Georgia.” 


The bill, sent from the House of Representa- | 


tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act for the 
relief of William Seymour,” was read the third 
time and passed. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence, entitled * An act relative to cessioas 
of jurisdiction in places where light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, and public piers, have been, or may 
hereafter be, ‘erected and fixed;” and, having 
adopted the amendments reported by the commit- 
tee, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dis- 
pense with the rule, and that this bill be now read 
the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- | 
ments. 

The bill to amend the second section of “the | 
act to erect a light-house on the headland of Cape 
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and in which the Senators | 
and Representatives of the said State in Congress are | 


or nations of Indians who may | * 





Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shell Castle | 


Island, in the harbor of Ocracock, in the State of 
North Carolina,” was read the second time and 
amended. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The memorial of Rd. Claiborne was presented 
and read, praying that “a law may pass, author- 
izing the importation of inventions, and allowing 
to original importers a certain privilege in propor- 
tion to that allowed by the patent law to invent- 
ors.” 

Ordered, That this memorial lie on the table. 


Ordered, That the bill, sent from the House of 


Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
for continuing and regulating the Military Esta- 
blishment of the United States, and for re pealing 
sundry acts heretofore passed on that subject.” be 
recommitted. 
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The bill, sent from the House of Representa. 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act making 
further appropriations for the Military and Naval 
‘stablishments, and for the support of Govern 
ment,” was read the first time, and, by unanimous 
consent, the rule was dispensed with, and the jj! 
was read the second time, and referred to Messr. 
Rournerrurb, Jackson, and Braprorp, to ¢ 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatiy, 
informed the Senate that they have passed a }l! 
entitled * An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
‘An act establishing a Mint, and regulating th, 
coins of the United States,” and the bill, entitled 
An act for extending the time relative to draw 
backs on the exportation of certain militar 
;’ in which they desire the concurrence o; 
the Senate. 

The bills last brought from the House of Repr 


me- 


| sentatives for concurrence were severally read, and 


; ; : ; .| by unanimous consent, these bills were severally 
claims of the said Indians to the lands in the said act of | ?) ; eeveren 
{ read the second time, and referred to Messrs 


~ Ua 
Bot, King, and Morris, to consider and repor! 
thereon to the Senate. 

The Senate took into consideration the aniend- 
ments reported by the committee to the bill, sent 
from the House of Representatives for concur 
rence, entitled “ An act making further provisio 
for the support of Public Cre dit, and for the r 
demption of the Public Debt.” 

On motion to agree to the following amendment 
reported by the committee, respecting the subscri- 
bers to a Loan, for which the second section pro- 
vides, to wit: 

“Section 2d, strike out, ‘may be reimbursed at any 
time,’ and insert, ‘shall be reimbursed within twenty 


| years, and may be reimbursed at any time after the ex- 


piration of twelve years :” 

[t passed in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 
as follows ; 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot} Ellsworth, Freling- 
huysen, Hawkins, Izard, King, Langdon, Livermor 
Mitchell, Morris, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards 
Foster, Jackson, Martin, Potts, and Robinson. 


And the other amendments reported by the com 
mittee being agreed to, the bill was ordered to th 
third reading. 

The bill to amend the second section of an ac' 
to erect a light-house on the headland of C ape 
Hatteras, and a lighted beacon on Shell Cast: 
Island, in the harbor of Ocraeock, in the State o! 
North Carolina, was considered, and, by unani 
mous consent, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the bill was read the third time and passed. 

The Presipenrt laid before the Senate a certifi 

rate signed George Latimer, chairman, purporting 
that Wittiam Bincuam was, on the 26th instant 
elected a Senator of the United States for the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which was reac 
and ordered to lie on file. 


SatTurpDay, February 28. 
Henry Larimer, from the State of Delawar¢ 
in place of Georce Reap, resigned, attended, and 
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produced his credentials, which were read; and, 
the oath prescribed by law being administered, he 
took his seat in the Senate. 

James Gunn, from Georgia, attended. 

The bill to authorize a grant of lands to the 
French inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for other 
purnoses therein mentioned, was read the third 
time. 

On motion, it was agreed to strike out these 
words, section 3d, “his heirs or assigns shall not. 
within three years from the date of the same pa- 
tent. make. or cause to be made, actual settlement 
on the same tract of land, and the same continue 
for three years,” and in lieu thereof insert, “ or his 
heirs shall not personally, within three years, from 
the date of the same patent, settle on the same 
tract of land, and there continue settled. for three 
years next.” 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the last 
mentioned boundary, section Ist, to read, “ thence 
at right angles from each extremity of the said 
line ;” also, that the male inhabitants be numbered. 
from eighteen years and upwards, instead of seven- 
teen. 

On motion, to amend the bill, so that the survey 
be made at the expense of the grantees, it passed 
in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 8, as 
follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bradley, Brown, Burr, Edwards, 
Foster, Gunn, Hawkins, Jackson, Izard, Langdon, Liv- 
ermore, Martin, Robinson, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Freling- 
huysen, King, Mitchell, Ross, and Strong. 


The following confidential Message was re- 
ceived from the Prestpenr or Tae Unrrep 
STAT ES: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

In my first communication to Congress, during their 
present session, 1 gave them reason to expect that “ cer- 
tain circumstances of our intercourse with foreign na- 
tions” would be transmitted to them. There was, at 
that time, every assurance for believing that some of the 
most important of our foreign affairs would have been 
concluded, and others considerably matured, before they 
should rise. But, notwithstanding I have waited until 
this moment, it has so happened that, either from causes 
unknown to me, or from events which could not be con- 
trolled, [ am yet unable to execute my original inten- 
tion. That I may, however, fulfil the expectation given, 
as far as the actual situation of things will in my judg- 
ment permit, I now, in confidence, lay before Congress 
the following general statement. 

Our Minister near the French Republic has urged 
compensation for the injuries which our commerce has 
sustained from captures by French cruisers, from the non- 
fulfilment of the contracts of the agents of the Republic 
with our citizens, and from the embargo at Bordeaux. 
He has also pressed an allowance for the money voted 
by Congress, for relieving the inhabitants of St. Domin- 
go. It affords me the highest pleasure to inform Con- 
gress that perfect harmony reigns between the two 
Republics, and that those claims are in a train of being 
discussed with candor, and of being amicably adjusted. 

So much of our relation to Great Britain may depend 
3d Con.—28 
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upon the result of our late negotiations in London, that, 
until that result shall arrive, | cannot undertake to make 
any communication upon this subject. 

After the negotiation with Spain had been long de- 
pending, unusual and unexpected embarrassments were 
raised to interrupt its progress. But the Commissioner 
of His Catholic Majesty, near the United States, having 
declared to the Secretary of State, that if a particular 
accommodation should be made in the conducting of 
the business, no further delay would ensue, I thought 
proper, under all circumstances, to send to His Catholic 
Majesty an Envoy Extraordinary, specially charged to 
bring to a conclusion the discussions which have been 
formerly announced to Congress. 

The friendship of Her Most Faithful Majesty has been 
manifested in checking the passage of the Algerine cor- 
sairs into the Atlantic Ocean. She has also furnished 
occasional convoys to the vessels of the United States, 
even when bound to other ports than her own. We 
may therefore promise ourselves, that as, in the ordinary 
course of things, few causes can exist for dissatisfaction 
between the United States and Portugal, so the temper 
with which accidental difficulties will be met on each 
side, will speedily remove them. 

Between the Executive of the United States and the 
Government of the United Netherlands, but little inter- 
course has taken place during the last year. It may be 
acceptable to Congress to learn that our credit in Hol- 
land is represented as standing upon the most respecta- 
ble footing. 

Upon the death of the late Emperor of Morocco an 
agent was despatched to renew, with his successor, the 
treaty which the United States had made with him. The 
agent unfortunately died, after he had reached Europe, 
in the prosecution of his mission. But, until lately, it 
was impossible to determine, with any degree of proba- 
bility, who of the competitors for that empire would be 
ultimately fixed in the supreme power. Although the 
measures which have been since adopted, for the re- 
newal of the treaty, have been obstructed by the dis- 
turbed situation of Amsterdam, there are good grounds 
for presuming, as yet, upon the pacific disposition of 
the Emperor in fact, towards the United States, and 
that the past miscarriage will be shortly remedied. 

* Congress are already acquainted with the failure of 
the Loan, attempted in Holland, for the relief of our un- 
happy fellow-citizens in Algiers. This subject, than 
which none deserves a more affectionate zeal, has con- 
stantly commanded my best exertions. I am happy, 
therefore, in being able to say, that, from the last au- 
thentic accounts, the Dey was disposed to treat for a 
peace and ransom, and that both would, in all proba- 
bility, have been accomplished, had we not been disap- 
pointed in the means. Nothing which depends upon 
the Executive shall be left undone, for carrying into 
immediate eflect the supplementary act of Congress. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srates, February 28, 1795. 

The Message was read. and ordered to lie for 
cousideration. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence. entitled “An act making 
further provision for the support of Public Credit, 
and for the redemption of the Public Debt,” was 
read the third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Burr. to strike out the 
amendment agreed to yesterday. to wit: section 
2d, strike out “may be reimbursed at any time,” 
and insert “shall be reimbursed within twenty 
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years, and may be reimbursed at any time after 
the expiration of twelve years,” it passed in the 
negative. 

On motion, to insert the following section after 
the 5th, to wit: 


“ Be it further enacted, That a Loan be opened at 
the Treasury to the full amount of the outstanding and 
unbarred new emission bills of credit, the sums which 
shall be subscribed to be payable in the principal and 
interest of such bills, computing the interest thereon to 
the first day of January next, and that the subscriber or 
subscribers shall be entitled to receive therefor a certifi- 
cate for the amount of the principal sum so subscribed 
and paid, bearing an interest of five per centum per 
annum from the first day of January next, payable 
quarter yearly at the Treasury, and redeemabie at the 
pleasure of the United States, by the payment of the 
sum specified therein, and containing a stipulation that 
the United States will redeem the same before the ex- 
piration of thirty years from the passing of this act, and 
also to another certificate for the amount of the interest 
on the sum so subscribed, computing the same to the 
first of January next, bearing an interest of three per 
centum per annum from the first day of January next, 
payable quarter yearly at the Treasury, and redeemable 
at the pleasure of the United States, by the payment of 
the sum specified therein:” 

It passed in the negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Burr, to add the following 
proviso to the 11th section, ‘e wit: 


“ Provided, never theless, That, whenever the six per 


cent. stock shall be under par, it shall be the duty of 


the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to lay out, in 
the purchase of the said stock, the money applic able to 
the payment of the said two per cent. of principal, or so 
much thereof as can be laid out in the purchase thereof, 
at a rate under par:’ 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Burr, to e xpunge the last 
section of the bill, to wit: 

“Src. 20. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the act laying duties upon carriages for the convey- 
ance of persons, and of the act laying duties on licenses 
for selling wines and foreign distilled spirituous liquors 


by retail, and of the act laying certain duties upon snuff 


and refined sugar, and of the act laying duties on pro- 
perty sold at auction, as limits the duration of the said 
several acts, be, and the same are hereby, re pealed; and 
that all the said several acts be, and the same are hereby, 
continued in force until the first day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and one :” 

It passed in the negative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative— Yeas 
21, nays 1. as follows : 

Yras.—Messsrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, 
Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Hawk- 
ins, Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Mitchell, 
Robinson, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 

Mr. Jackson voted in the negative, 


Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ment. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
1 bill. entitled “ An act to alter and amend the 
act entitled ‘An act laying certain duties upon 
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snuff and refined sugar ;” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
bill, sent from the House of Representatives fo; 
concurrence, entitled “ An act for the more effect- 
ual recovery of debts due from individuals to the 
United States;” and having agreed to sundry 
amendments reported by the committee, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read 
ing, as amended. 

Mr. Fre._inauuysen, from the committee to 
whom was recommitted the bill, sent from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled 

“An act for continuing and regulating the Mili- 
tary Establishment of the United States, and for 
repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on that 
subject,” reported further amendments, which 
were considered and agreed to, and the bill amend 
ed accordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa 
tives for concurrence, entitled “ An act to alte: 
and amend the act entitled ‘ An act laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” was read thy 
first time, and, by unanimous consent, the rule wa 
dispensed with, and the bill was read the second 
time, and referred to Messrs. Canor, ELLsworrn 
and Izarp, to consider and report thereon to th 
Senate. 


Monpay. March 2. 

A message from the House of Representativ: 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill, entitled » An 
act making further provision for the suppor! 
Public Credit, and for the redemption of the Pu! 
lic Debt.” with an amendment, in which they d 
sire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend 
ment of the House of Representatives to th 
amendment of the bill last mentioned ; and, 

Resolved, That they disagree to the said amend 
ment. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate recede from thei 
amendment to the said bill. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee appointed to tak: 
into consideration certain laws of the State ot 
Georgia, referred to in the Message of the Pres! 
DENT OF THE Unrrep Srares of the 25th o! 
February last, reported a resolution, which was 
read, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and hereby is, requested to give directions to th: 
Attorney General to collect, digest, and report to th 
Senate, the charters, treaties, and other documents, rt 
lative to, and explanatory of, the title to the land situat: 
in the Southwestern parts of the United States, and 
claimed by certain companies under a law of the State 
of Georgia, passed the seventh day of January last, 
namely : a traet of land claimed by James Gunn, Mat- 
thew M‘Allister, and George Walker, and their asso- 
ciates ; also, a tract of land claimed by Nicholas Long, 
Thomas Glasscock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas 
Cumming, and their associates ; 
claimed by John B. Scott, John 


also, a tract of land 
Nightingale, and 
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Wade Hampton, and their associates; and also, a tract 


of land claimed by Zachariah Cox and Mathias Maher, | 


and their associates.” 
Ordered. That the report lie for consideration. 
The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 


tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for the | 


more eflectual recovery of debts due from indivi- 
duals to the United States,’ was read the third 
time. On motion, that the further consideration 


of this bill be postponed until the next Congress, it | 


passed in the negative. 
On motion to expunge the 4th section of the bill, 
as follows: 
“ And be it further enacted, That in all cases where 
the final decision of the Comptroller shall be against the 
claimant, it shall and may be lawful for him, at any 


time thereafter, within six months from such decision, | 


to appeal to the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the Attorney General, for the time being, 


who are hereby authorized and required to hear such | 


claimant on such suspended claims, and fully to deter- 
mine the same upon the principles of equity and justice ; 
which determination shall be final and conclusive to all 
concerned :”” 


Tt passed in the negative. 


On motion to add the following sections to the | 


bill: 


“ And be it further enacted, That in all cases of a | 
decision by the Comptroller in favor of the United | 


States, where the party against whom such decision is 
had shall not appeal, agreeably to the provisions of the 
fourth section of this act, and in all cases of an appeal, 


and a decision in favor of the United Siates, it shall be | 


the duty of the Comptroller to direct the Attorney of 
the United States to bring suit in the proper court for 


the recovery of the balance thus awarded to be due to | 


the United States. And the Attorney of the United 


States, at the time of issuing such process, shail file | 
with the clerk a declaration, or short note, expressing | 


the cause of action, a copy of which declaration, or 


short note, certified by the clerk, shall be sent with the | 


writ, and the copy of the declaration, or short note, be- 
ing served on the defendant or defendants, or left at the 
last place of abode, twenty days before the return of the 
writ, it shall and may be lawful for the courts, respec- 
tively, and they are hereby authorized and required to 
cause such defendant or defendants to plead to issue, 
and shall proceed to trial or judgment the first court, 
and shall not allow any imparlance, unless when evi- 


dence is wanted, without which the defendant or de- | 


fendants cannot safely go to trial, which fact, as also a 
reasonable endeavor to obtain such evidence, shall be 
made appear to the satisfaction of the court by affidavit 
of the party, or the testimony of some indifferent wit- 
ness; and when the writ and declaration, or writ and 
short note, are not served in time, it shall be lawful for 
the court to grant one imparlance and no more, unless 
evidence is wanted as above. 


“ And be it further enacted That in all suits to be | 


founded on the decision of the Comptroller, or on a de- 
cision after appeal therefrom, as herein before provided, 
the certificate of the Comptroller, or, in case of appeal, 
the certificate of the Secretary of State, of the decision, 
shall be legal evidence to establish the claim of the 
United States, and shall preclude all evidence of facts 
of an earlier date than the said decision :” 

It passed in the negative. 

On motion, lf Was agreed to reconsider the yote 
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| on the 4th section, and that it be amended to read 
thus: 

“ And be it further enacted, That in all cases where 
the final decision of the Comptroller shall be against 
the claimant, such determination shall be final and con- 
| clusive to all concerned.” 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed ? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, 
nays 6, as follows : 

Yras.—Messrs. Brown, Burr, Foster, Frelinghuysen, 
| Gunn, Jackson, Izard, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, 
Robinson, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Vining. 
Nays.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, King, 
| Langdon, and Livermore. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


So it was resolved that this bill pass with the 
| amendments. 

Mr. Porrs reported from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
| act for the relief of Joze Roiz Silva.” Where- 
| upon, 

Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 

Mr. Ruruerrurp, from the committee to whom 
| 

| 

} 





| was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re- 
| presentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act 
for the more general promulgation of the laws 
of the United States,” reported amendments, 
| which were read and adopted, and the bill was 
| amended accordingly. 

| Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 
| A message from the House of Representatives 
| infor:ed the Senate that the House have passed 
la bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to the aet, 
entitled ‘ An act to reculate trade and intercourse 
| with the Indian tribes,” in which they desire the 
| concurrence of the Senate. 

The Prestvenr laid before the Senate a Report 
| from the Secretary for the Department of War, 
| communicating, by order of the PresipENT oF 
|rHe Unirep Srares, letters and documents re- 
|eceived from Major General Wayne, and from 
James Seagrove, agent for Indian Affairs for the 
Creek Nation, which were read, and ordered to 
lie for consideration. 

The Prestpent also laid before the Senate 
| statements of such claims to invalid pensions as 
have been received and examined, from the 21st 
to the 28th of February last. 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to the act. entitled * An act to regulate 
| trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes,” was 
| read the first time. and ordered to a second read- 
| ing. 
| Mr. Kina, from the committee appointed to take 


| 
| 


| Georgia, referred to in the Message of the Prest- 

i pen’ oF THe Unrrep Srares of the 25th of Fe- 

| bruary last, reported a bill authorizing the pur- 
chase of Indian goods, which was read, and. by 

mine consent, It was read the second and 
third times. 

| Ordered, That the question on the passage ot 

| this bill be postponed. 


} Mr. Capor. from the committee to whom was 


into consideration certain laws of the State of 






















































































847 


Senate. | 


referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “An act to 
alter and amend the act, entitled ‘An act laying 
certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” re- 
ported amendments, which were read. 

On motion, to postpone the further considera- 
tion of this bill until the next Congress, it passed 
in the negative; and the amendments reported by 
the committee being agreed to, the bill was 
ordered to a third reading. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for concurrence, entitled “An act for con- 
tinuing and regulating the Military Establishment 
of the United States, and for repealing sundry 
acts heretofore passed on that subject,” was read 
the third time. 

On motion, it was agreed to amend the 8th sec- 
tion. by adding, after “rations,” the following 
words: “or the value thereof, ‘at the contract 
price, where the same shall become due, and if, at 
such post, supplies are not furnished by contract, 
then such allowance as shall be deemed equitable, 
having reference to former contracts, and the po- 
sition of the place in question.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments. 

The following Messages were received from the 
PrestpENnt OF THE Unirep Srares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

It appears, from information which I have lately re- 
ceived, that it may be probably necessary to the more 
successful conduct of our affairs on the coast of Bar- 
bary, that one Cousul should reside in Morocco, an- 
other in Algiers, and a third in Tunis or Tripoli. As 
no appointment for these offices will be accepted with- 
out some emolument annexed, I submit to the consider- 
ation of Congress whether it may not be advisable to 
authorize a stipend to be allowed to two Consuls for 
that coast in addition to the one already existing. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrev Sratres, March 2, 1795. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to you copies of a Letter from the Gover- 
nor of the State of Delaware, and of an Act enclosed, 
“declaring the assent of that State to an amendment, 
therein mentioned, to the Constitution of the United 
States. G. WASHINGTON. 


Usirev Sratres, March 2, 1795. 


The Messages and papers were read, and order- 
ed to lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the resolution. sent from the Senate for concur- 
rence, “ authorizing the exportation of arms, can- 
non, and military stores, in certain cases,” 
amendments, in which they desire the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
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with | 


ments of the House of Representatives to the re- | 


solution last mentioned ; and disagreed thereto. 
The Prestpenr laid befor the Senate a Letter 

from Samuel Meredith. Treasurer of the United 

States. with his accounts to 3lst December last; 


which was read. 
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Ordered, That the letter and accounts lie for 
consideration. 

The Presipenr laid before the Senate a Return 
from the Secretary for the Department of War of 
claims for invalid pensions, made on the 28th of 
February last. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendments reported by the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives tor concurrence, entitled “ Ay 
act for the more general promulgation of the laws 
of the United States,” which were adopted, and th, 
bill amended accordingly. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading 

Mr. Ruruerrurp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, sent from the House of Re 
presentatives for concurrence, entitled “An ac; 
making further appropriations for the Military and 
Naval Establishments, and for the support of Go- 
vernment,” reported amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatiy: 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act making provision for th 
purposes of treaty and of trade with the Indians,” in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate ; 
that the House of Representatives concur in th 
bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act to r 
gulate the compensation of clerks,” with an 
amendment, in which they desire the concurrence: 
of the Senate; and that the House of Represen- 
tatives have passed a bill, entitled “ An act au 
thorizing and directing the Secretary of War to 
place certain persons named therein on the pen- 
sion last ;” in which they desire the concurrenc: 
of the Senate. 

The bill last brought from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for concurrence was read, and ordered 
to a seeond reading. 

Mr. Casor, from the committee to whom wa 
referred the bill, sent from the House of Repre 
sentatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act sup 
plementary to the act, entitled “ An act establish 
ing a Mint and regulating the Coins of the United 
States,” reported amendments. 


Monpbay Evenina. March 2. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “ An act to regulate the compensation 0! 
clerks ;” and 

Resolved, That the Senate concur therein. 

A message from the House of Representative 
informed the Senate that the House adhere | 
their amendments to the resolution, authorizing 
the exportation of arms, cannon, and military 
stores, In certain cases ;” and they have passed 
bill, entitled “Aw act laying duties on carriag 
for the ecaveyance of persons, and repealing th 
former act for that purpose,” in which they desir 
the concurrence of the Senate.” 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend 
ments reported by the committee to whom wa: 
referred the bill. sent from the House of Repré 
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sentatives 5 for concurrence, entitled “ ‘An act meh conded by Mr. Braptey, to strike out, after the 
ing further appropriations for the Military and | word * ‘Ohio,” to the end of the bill, and insert: 
Naval Establishments, and for the support of Go- “ To certain lands in the State of Georgia, lying be- 
vernment,” which were in part adopted. On mo-| tween the Oconee and Oakmulgee rivers, included with- 
tion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dis- | in a line to be drawn from the head of the former to the 
ense with the rule, and that this bill be now read | head of the latter river ; as also to certain lands in the said 


the third time. State, included within a line to be drawn from a place 
Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- | named Fort Romulus, on the said rive r Oakmulgee, ina 
ments. | direct course, to the head of the river St. Mary’s, the same 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives | being the lands formerly known as, and included within, 
> . . ‘ | a » TN N ween ff — 44, i shee 5) 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying duties on | the county of T'alassee, in the said State, and which 
carriages for the conveyance of persons, and re- | county was given up to the Creek nation by the treaty 
pealing the former act for that purpose,” was read | of New York: 


the first time, and ordered to a second reading. | It passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous con-| On motion, it was agreed to strike out, after the 
sent, to dispense with the rule, and that the bill, | word “assembled,” in the first section, to the word 
sent from the House of Representatives for con- | “ enacted,” inclusive, in the second section; also, 


currence, entitled “ An act to alter and amend the | to amend the title, by expunging the words “ treaty 

act, entitled ‘An act layl ing certs 1in duties upon | and of” therefrom. 

snuff and refined sugar,’ be now read the third On the question, Shall this bill pass to the third 

time. |reading, as amended? it was determined in the 
Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- | affirmative—yeas 18, nays 3, as follows: 


ments. | YVras.—Messrs. Bradford, Bradley, Brown, Burr, Ca- 
On motion to agree, by unanimous consent, to | 


bot, Ellsworth, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Izard, King, Lati- 
dispense with the rule, and that the bill sent from mer, Livermore, Mitchell, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, 
the House of Representatives for concurrence, en- | Strong, and Vining. 
titled “ An act laying duties on carriages for the} Nays.—Messrs. Hawkins, Langdon, and Martin. 
conveyance of persons, and repealing ‘the former | 
act for that purpose, ” be now read the second | 
time, it passed in the negative—yeas 16, nays 6, 
as follows : 


Mr. Jackson declined voting on the question. 
Ordered, That this bill pass to the third read- 
| ing, as amended. 


2 A message from the House of Representatives 
Yxas.—Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Edwards, Ellsworth, | informed the Senate that the House have passed 


Poster, Frelinghuysen, Izard, King, Latimer, Martin, | 4 j)|, entitled “ An act to authorize the Prestpent 
Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Rutherfurd, Strong, and \ ining. or tras Unrren Srares to obtaili a coson Of 
Nays.—Messrs. Bradley, Burr, Gunn, Jackson, Li- claim to certain territory ’ im which they desire 
vermore, and Ross. . 3 J 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion to dispense with the rule, and to 
agree, by unanimous consent, that this bill be now 
read the second time, it passed in the negative. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous con- 
sent, to dispense with the rule, and that the bill, 
sent from the House of Representatives for con- 
currence, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
Line Ist, strike out “resolved,” and insert, “be | act, entitled ‘An act establishing a Mint, and re- 


it enacted.” Strike out the proviso. In the title, | culating the Coins of the United States.” be now 
strike out, “ resolution,” and insert “an act.” And | read the third time. 


on the question being put severally on the amend- Resolved, That this bill pass with the amend- 
ments, ments 


*“p " € : ~ » ¢ » awe , , . , Ms : e P 
Peenere, Phat the Se oa pees de therefrom. On motion. that the bill sent from the House of 
n motion, it was agre ed, dV unanimous con- Re pre se ntativ es for concurrence. e ntitled ‘ *An act 


eae a an Pa and that the bill, | authorizing and directing the Secre tary of War to 
sent from the ouse O epre sentatives tor con- place ce rtain persons, name d therein, on the pen- 


currence, entitled “An act for the more general sion list,” be now read the second time, by unani- 
promulgation of the laws of the United States, se consent, it was objected to, and the Senate 


So the consent not being unanimous, the ques- 
tion was lost. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second read- 
ing. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the amendments adhered to by the House of Re- 
presentatives, to the resolution authorizing the 
exportation of arms, cannon, and military stores, 
in certain cases; which are as follows: 


mo pow read the third time. otg adjourned. 
esolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The following bill being read the first time, on 
motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to 
dispense with the rule, and that the bill, sent from 
the House of Representatives for concurrence, en- 
titled “ An act making provision for the purposes 


Tuespay, March 3. 


Mr. Casor reported, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
of treaty and of trade with the Indians,” be now | act for extending the time relative to drawbacks 


read the second time. on the exportation of certain military stores.” 
A motion was made, by Mr. Jackson, and se. Whereupon, 
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Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 

The memorial of the merchants in the district 
of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, was 
presented and read, praying for an explanatory 
amendment of the law, entitled “ An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, and on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
sels,” in regard to the vessels bound to Providence 
coming to anchor and remaining longer than 


twenty-four hours, in the harbor and district of 


Newport. 

Ordered, That the memorial lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act laying duties on 
carriages for the conveyance of persons, and re- 
pealing the former act for that purpose,” was read 
the second time and amended, by striking out the 
13th section of the bill, as follows: 


“ And be it further enacted, 'That it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, and he is hereby 
empowered to make such allowances for compensation 


to the officers of inspection employed in the collection of 


the duties aforesaid, and for incidental expenses, as he 
shall judge reasonable, not exceeding in the whole five 
per centum of the total amount of the said duties col- 
lected.” 


On motion, it was agreed to amend the 14th 
section of the bill, by inserting, in line Sth, after 
the word “notwithstanding,” these words: “ but 
the revenue to arise from the duty on carriages for 
the conveyance of persons shall remain charged 
with the same appropriations as if this act had not 
passed.” 

On motion to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read a third time by unanimous 
consent, it was not agreed to. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution. reporte od yeste rday, relative to the title 
to certain lands situate in the Southwestern parts 
of the United States. 

On motion, by Mr. Jackson, to strike out all the 
resolution after the words 
the United States,” in the 8th and 9th lines, it 
passed in the negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Burr, to amend the resolu- 
tion, by striking out all the words after the words 
“explanatory of,” line 6th, and inserting “the ex- 
tent and boundaries of the State of Georgia, and 
the title of the said State to the lands by them sold 
or claimed, it passed in the negative. 

On motion, to agree to the resolution, it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 19, nays 2, as 
follows: 

Yeras.—Messrs. Bradford, Brown, Burr, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Gunn, Hawkins, Izard, King, Latimer, Liver- 
more, Martin, Mitchell, Morris, Potts, Robinson, Ruther- 
furd, Strong, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Frelinghuysen and Jackson. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act making provi- 
sion for the purposes of a tre aty and of trade with 
the Indians,” was read the third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass as amended. 

The Senate proceeded to the second reading of 
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| the bill sent from the House of Representative, 


for concurrence, entitled “ An act authorizing and 
directing the Secretary of War to place certaiy 
persons named therein on the pension list. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of th 
bill be postponed until the next Congress, 

The bill sent from the House of Representative, 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act to regulate trade and 
intercourse with the Indian tribes,” was read th; 
second time. 

On motion to strike out the following words. 
section Ist, line 4th to 6th, “ unless it shall be in con- 
tinuation of a pursuit (not approaching nearer thay 
five miles to any Indian town) of the particular 
Indians who shall have rece ntly committed mur- 
der, or may be carrying off captives,” it passed in 
the negative. 

On motion to dispense with the rule by unani 
mous consent, and that the bill be now read th 
third time, it was objected to by Mr. Jackson, 

The bill authorizing the purchase of Indian goods 
having been read the third time, the further con 
sideration thereof was postponed until the next 
Congress. 

Resolved, That the bill making an extra allow 
ance to certain clerks in tbe public offices, and t 
the widows and families of certain deceased clerks, 
be postponed to the next Congress. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives 
for concurrence, entitled “ An act to authorize the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UniTrep Srares to obtain a 
cession of claim to certain territory,” was read the 
second time. 


On motion, by Mr. 
be read as follows: 


Burr, to amend the bill, t 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repri 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled 'That the President of the United States be 
and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to obtain 
by purchase or donation, a relinquishment and cession 
of the whole or any part of the lands claimed by or un 
der the State of Georgi: 1, and without the ordinary ju- 
risdiction thereof :’ 


It passed in the negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Hawkins, to reconsider th: 
amendment last proposed, and to adopt the same, 
it was agreed to. 

On motion to dispense with the rule by unani 
mous consent, and that this bill be now read the 
third time, as amended, it was objected to by M 
JACKSON. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in the 
resolution of the Senate relative to the title t 
certain land situate in the Southwestern parts of 
the United States, with an amendment to strik: 
out “ Senate,” and insert “next Congress,” in line 
5th, in which they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend 
ment of the House of Representatives to the last 
mentioned resolution; and, concurred therein. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate bi 
authorized and directed to pay to James Mathers 
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Doorkeeper to the Senate, out of any moneys ap- | 


propriated to defray the c ontinge nt expenses of the 
Senate. one hundred and fifty dollars, for extra 
services. 

On motion to dispense with the rule by unani- 


mous consent, and that the bill, sent from the House | 


‘An 


of Representatives for concurrence, entitled ‘ 


act laying duties on carriages for the conveyance of 


persons, and repealing the former act for that pur- 
pose,” be now read the third time; it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. Burr laid before 
follows : 

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 


the Senate a motion. 


as 


the following article be proposed to the Legislatures of 


the several States, as an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States, which, when ratified by three- 


fourths of the said Legislatures, shall be valid as part of 


the said Constitution, to wit: 

“That the term for which the members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the next Congress are 
or shall be chosen shall expire on the first day of June 
next following the third day of March, on which it would 
have expired if this amendment to the Constitution had 
not been adopted.” 

Ordered, That this motion tie for consideration. 
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A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House havi ing finish- 
ed the business of the session, are about to ad- 
journ. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Izarnp and Morris bea 
committee, jointly, with such committee as the 
House of Representatives may appoint on their 
part, to wait on the Prestpenr or roe Unrirep 
Srates, and inform him that Congress is ready 
to adjourn without day, unless he may have any 
further communications to make. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives therewith, ard desire the ap- 
pointme nt of a committee on their part. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have appoint- 
ed a joint committee on their part to wait on the 

Prestpent or THE Unirrep States, and inform 
him that Congress is ready to adjourn. 

Mr. Izarp reported, from the joint committee, 
that they had waited on the PREsipENT oF THE 
Unirep States, who informed them that he had 
no further communications to make to Congress 
during this session. Whereupon, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate adjourn without 
| day. 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 


THE TENTH SESSION OF THE SENATE 
MONDAY, J 
Monpay. June 8, 1795 


Pursuant to a call from the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, in a Cireular addressed to the 
several Senators, informing each that “certain 
matters touching the public good required that 


the Senate should be convened on the above day. | 


at the Senate Chamber, in Philadelphia, then and 
there to receive and deliberate on sueh commu- 


nications as he shall then make to them:” the 
Senate assembled accordingly. 
PRESENT: 
Joun Apams, Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate. 


From New Hampshire-—Joun Lanavon and 
SAMUEL LivERMORE. 
From Massachusetts -—-Caten StrRoNG and 


GeorGe Capor. 

From Vermont.—Moses Rorinson. 

From Connecticut—Otiver ELutswortn and 
JONATHAN TRUMBULL. 

From Rhode Island —Turovore 
Wicuiam Braprorp. 

From New York.—Rurus 


Burr. 


Fosrer and 


KING 


and Aaron | 


OF THE UNITED STATES, 
UNE 8, 1795. 


CONVENED ON 


From New Jersey —Joun RurHerrurp. 
From Pennsylvania.—James Ross and Wit- 
LIAM BINGHAM. 
From Delaware.—Henry Latimer. 
From Maryland.—Ricuarp Ports. 
From Virginia.—Henry Tazewei 
PHENS THOMSON Mason. 
From Kentucky.—Joun Brown and Humpurey 
MARSHALL. 
From North Carolina.— ALEXANDER 
land Timotny BLoopworrn. 
From South Carolina.—Jacos Reap. 
From Georgia.—James JACKSON. 
Ordered, That Mr. Strone and Mr. Lanepon 
be a committee to wait on the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unrrep Srares, and notify him that a quorum of 
| the Senate is assembled, and ready to receive any 
‘communications he m: iy be please d to make. 
| Mr. STRONG re ported, from the committee, that 
'they had waited on the Prestpenr or tHe Unir- 
'eD Srares, and that he informed them he would 
Ieweee some communications to the Senate imme- 
| diately. 
The 


‘PRESIDENT OF 


and Sre- 


MARTIN 


following r Message was received from the 
THe Unirep Srares: 
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Gi of the Senate : 

In pursuance of my nomination of John Jay as En- 
voy Extraordinary to His Britannic Majesty, on the 
16th day of April, 1794, and of the advice and consent 
of the Senate thereto, on the 19th, a negotiation was 
opened in London. On the 7th of March, 1795, the 
Treaty resulting therefrom was delivered to the Secre- 
tary of State. I now transmit to the Senate that T'rea- 
ty, and other documents connected with it. They will, 
therefore, in their wisdom, decide whether they will 
advise and consent that the said Treaty be made be- 
tween the United States and His Britannic Majesty. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srarss, June 8, 1795. 

The Message, Treaty, and other documents re- 
ferred to in the Message, were, in part, read, and 
the further reading thereof postponed. 

Ordered, That the Senators be under an in- 
junction of se -creey on the communications this 
day received from the Presipent or THE Unrrep 
Srares, until the further order of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the Secretary procure, printed 
under an injunction of secrecy, thirty-one copies 
only, of the Treaty referred to in the Message of 
the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, of this 
day, for the use of the Senate. 


Tuespay, June 9. 


Pierce Burcer, from the State of South Ca- 
rolina, and Freperick FRELINGHUYSEN, from the 
State of New Jersey, severally attended. 

James Gunn, from the State of Georgia, pro- 
duced his credentials, and, the usual oath being 
administered, took his seat in the Senate. 

Ordered, That there be printed two additional 


copies of the Treaty referred to in the Message of 


the PRESIDENT THE Unirep Srares of the 
8th instant. 

The papers referred to in the said Message were 
read, and ordered to lie for consideration. 


OF 


Wepnespay, June 10. 

The Senate assembled—present as yesterday, 
and, after deliberation, adjourned to eleven o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, June 11. 
The Senate assembled—present as yesterday. 
The Treaty referred to in the Message of the 
8th instant was read and considered. 
Ordered, That the further consideration there- 
of be postponed until to-morrow. 


Fripay, June 12. 


Joun Henry, from the State of Maryland, pro- 
duced his credentials, and, the usual oath being 
administered, he took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Treaty communicated from the PRESIDENT OF 
THE Unirep Srares in his Message of the Sth 
instant. 

A motion was made that the 


published. 


said Treaty be 
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And, on motion, it was agreed to modify the 
motion as follows: 


“ Ordered, That so much of the resolution of the sth 
instant as enjoins secrecy upon the Senators with re. 
spect to the communications on that day received from 
the President, be rescinded :” 

And on the question to agree to the motion thus 
modified, a motion was made for, and the yeas and 
nays were agreed to; and, after deliberation, j: 
was agreed to postpone this question until 
morrow. 

On motion to adjourn, it passed in the nega 
tive; and, after debate, the further consideration 
of the Treaty above mentioned was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The following Messages were received from thy 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep States: 

Gentlemen of the Senate : 


I nominate the following persons to fill the offices 
annexed to their respective names, some of which hay 
been appointed during the recess of the Senate : 

Joby Kelty, of Maryland, to be Supervisor of th 
Revenue for the District of Maryland, vice George Gal 
resigned. 

James Simons, of South Carolina, to be Naval Offi- 
cer for the port of Charleston, vice Isaac Motte, de- 
ceased. 

William Simmons, of Pennsylvania, to be Account- 
ant for the Department of War, vice Joseph Howell, 
resigned. 

Pierre Eric Skoldibrand, jr., to be Consul of the 
United States for the port of Algiers, and for such othe: 
places as shall be nearer to the said port than to th: 
residence of any other Consul or Vice Consul of 
United States within the same allegiance. 

Joseph Donaldson, jr., to be Consul of the Unite 
States for the ports of Tripoli and Tunis, and for su 
other places as shall be nearer to the said ports than t 


‘the residence of any other Consul or Vice Consul! 


the United States within the same allegiances. 

John Overton, to be Inspector of the Revenue for th 
District of Tennessee, in the Territory of the United 
States Southwest of the river Ohio. 

George Phillips, of Connecticut, to be Collector fi 
the District of Middletown. 

Waterman Thomas, of Massachusetts, to be Collec- 
tor for the District of Waldoborough, and Inspector o! 
the Revenue for the port of Waldoborough. 

Thomas Vose, of Massachusetts, to be Surveyor to! 
the port of Thomaston, and Inspector cf the Revenur 
for the same. 

William Tuck, of Massachusetts, to be Collector for 
the District of Gloucester, vice Eppes Sargent, resigned 

Henry Malcomb, of New York, to be Collector fo 
the District of Hudson. 

Richard Dickinson, of Connecticut, to be Surveyo! 
for the port of Saybrook, and Inspector of the Revenu: 
for the same. 

William Adams, of Connecticut, to be Surveyor fo! 
the port of Hartford, and Inspector of the Revenue for 
the same. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Unitep States, June 12, 1795. 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 
On the twenty-ninth day of December, 1794, the 


following nominations for promotions were laid before 
the Senate : 








~~ 
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First Sub- Legion. John Callender, vice Breck, promoted, to rank from 


Ist May, 1795. 
Merriwether Lewis, vice McLean, promoted, to rank 
from Ist May, 1795. 


Bernard Gaines, Captain, 30th June, 1794, vice Ker- 
sey, promoted. 

Bartholomew Shomberg, Captain, 30th June, 1794, 
vice Hartshorne, killed. 

John Wade, Captain, Ist July, 1794, vice Peters, 
promoted. rhe Messages and papers were read. and or- 

Ross Bird, Captain, 6th July, 1794, vice Jeffers, re- | dered to lie for consideration. 
signed. 


G. WASHINGTON. 


Unitep States, June 12, 1795. 


And on the 25th day of February, 1795, the follow- Sarurpay, June 12. 
ing : , me 
Ferdinand Leigh Claiborne, Lieutenant, 30th June, Kivisan Paine, from the State of Vermont, pro- 
1794, vice Gaines, promoted. |duced his credentials, and the usual oath being 
John Breck, Lieutenant, 30th June, 1794, vice [administered he took his seat in the Senate. 
Shomberg, promoted. The Senate proceeded to consider the nomina- 
Edmund Taylor, Lieutenant, Ist July, 1794, vice | tion of John Kelty and others, made by the Pre- 


Wade, promoted. | SIDENT OF THE Untrep Srares, in his Message 


Elijah Strong, Lieutenant, 6th July, 1794, vice Bird, of the 12th instant: and 
promoted. < . | #esolved, That they advise and consent to the 
Rezin Webster, Lieutenant, 11th July, 1794, vice | annointments, agreeably to the respective nomina- 
Montfort, resigned. a: ’ 


° . - . ‘ 
as since appeared that the resignation of Capta r ~ ee 
_it has since appeare et. ee | ~The Senate proceeded to consider the military 
Clay had escaped notice at the War Office, which, ren- | sme . . ; ° 
: , a .| nominations contained in the other Message of the 
dering the above arrangement incorrect, the issuing of | , 7 e ; 9 
ae : ee Mat i a | PRESIDENT oF THE Unitrep Srares, of the 12th 
commissions to those officers has been suspended. : 
To rectify that arrangement, and to fill some vacan- | "St@nt; and 
: Resolved, That they advise and consent to the 


cies, | now make the following nominations of persons : , 3 
to offices in the Army of the United States : appointments, agreeably to the respective nomina- 
, tions. 


Ordered, That the Secretary lay these resolu- 
tions, respectively, before the PResiDENT OF THE 
Unirep STares. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Treaty communicated by the PResIDEN’T OF ‘THE 
Unirep Srares, with his Message of the Sth in- 
stant, and the motion yesterday made thereon, to 
wit: 

That so much of the resolution of the 8th in- 
stant as enjoins secrecy upon the Senators, with 
respect to the communications on that day re- 
| ceived from the Prestpent, be rescinded. 

And the question being taken, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 9, nays 20, as follows: 


First Sub-Legion. 

Bernard Gaines, Captain, Ist April, 1794, vice Clay, 
resigned. 

Bartholomew Shomberg, Captain, 30th June, 1794, 
vice Kersey, promoted. 

John Wade, Captain, 30th June, 1794, vice Harts- 
horne, killed. 

Ross Bird, Captain, ist July, 1794, vice Peters, pro- 
moted. 

Hastings Marks, Captain, 6th July, 1794, vice Jef- 
fers, resigned. 

Ferdinand Leigh Claiborne, Lieutenant, Ist April, 
1794, vice Gaines, promoted. 

John Breck, Lieutenant, 30th June, vice Shomberg, | 
promoted. 

Edmund Taylor, Lieutenant, 30th June, 1794, vice | Yras.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Wade, promoted. Jackson, Langdon, Mason, Robinson, and Tazewell. 

Elijah Strong, Lieutenant, Ist July, 1794, vice Bird, Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 


promoted. worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, King, La- 
Rezin Webster, Lieutenant, 6th July, vice Marks, | timer, Livermore, Marshall, Martin, Paine, Potts, Read, 

promoted. Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Trumbull. 
Cavalry. And. after progress in the consideration of the 


Treaty, the Senate adjourned. 





Paul McDermot, Cornet, vice Torrey, killed, to rank 
from Ist May, 1795. | 
James V. Ball, Cornet, vice Posey, promoted, to rank atte Bae 
from Ist May, 1795. WLONDAY, « Ld. 


Joun Vinina. from the State of Delaware. at- 


Corps of Artillerists and Engineers. tended. 
Peter A. Dransy, Lieutenant, vice Hutchins, resign- The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
ed, to rank from 10th April, 1795. Treaty, communicated by the PresiDENT OF THE 
Second Sub-Legion. Unirep Srares, with his Message of the Sth in- 


es c ; stant; and, after progress, the Senate adjourned. 
William Marts, Captain, 20th April, 1795, vice An- Pre > 


drews, resigned. 


Ensigns. Tvuespay, June 16. 


George Salmon, vice Butler, promoted, to rank from The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Ist May, 1795. Treaty communicated by the Presipent oF THE 

William Scott, vice Claiborne, promoted, to rank from | Unrrep Staves, with his Message of the 8th in- 
lst May, 1795. Stant: and. 


a aE 
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On motion, it was agreed to refer the 12th arti- 
cle to the future discussion of the Senate; and, 
after progress in the consideration of the 13th ar- 
ticle, the Senate adjourned. 


Wepnespbay, June 17. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
Treaty, communicated with the Message of the 
Presipent oF THE Unrrep States, of the Sth in- 
stant, and after discussion on the remaining arti- 
cles, a motion was made and seconded, that it be 


“ Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senate concurring there- 
in,) That they do consent to, and advise the President of 
the United States, to ratify the Treaty of Amity, Com- 
merce, and Navigation, between His Britannic Majesty 
and the United States of America, concluded at Lon- 
don, the 19th day of November, 1794, on condition that 
there be added to the said Treaty an article whereby it 
shall be agreed to suspend the operation of so much of 
the 12th article as respects the trade which his said | 
Majesty thereby consents may be carried on between 
the United States and his Islands in the West Indies, 
in the manner, and on the terms and conditions therein 
specified. 

“And the Senate recommend to the President, to 
proceed, without delay, to further friendly negotiations 
with His Majesty, on the subject of the said trade, and | 
of the terms and conditions in question : 


On motion, it was agreed, that this motion lie 
for consideration, until to-morrow. 


Tuourspay, June 18, 


The Senate assembled; and, on motion to ad- 
journ until Monday next, it passed in the nega- | 
tive—yeas 10, nays 19, as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and T'aze- 
well. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, King, La- 
timer, Livermore, Marshall, Paine Potts, Read, Ruther- 
furd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 


Whereupon the discussion of the 12th article of 
the Treaty was renewed; and, after debate, the 
Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, June 19. 


On motion, 

Resolved, That the Presipent’ or THE UNirep 
Srares be requested to cause to be laid before the 
Senate the reports of John Jay while in the Office 
of Foreign Affairs, the correspondence between 
the Commande *r-in-Chief of the American Army 
with Sir Guy Carleton, on the subject of the 7th 
article of the Treaty of Peace with Great Britain, 
and also Mitchell’s map of North America. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay this resolution 
before the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares. 


SaTuRDAY., June 20. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion, made on the 17th, respecting the 12th ar- 
ticle of the Treaty communicated with the Mes- 
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[ Jung, 1795. 
| sage of the Presipent oF THE Untrep Srares , f 
the § 8th instant. 

The Vice Presipenr laid before the Senate » 
Letter from the Secretary of the Department 0; 
State, by order of the PresipENT OF THE Unrrgp 
| Srares, with the following documents requested 
an rday : 

Three volumes of the reports of Mr. Jay, while 
| 
| 





Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 

A printed copy of the official papers laid befor, 
Congress by the Message of the 5th of December 
1793, and a translation of Mitchell’s map of th 
United States. 


Monpay, June 22. 


The Vice Presipent laid before the Senate a 
Letter trom the Secretary for the Departin 
State, with a “list of the negroes, to which 
correspondence between the Commander-in-C})\.) 
oi the American Army and Sir Guy Carleton 1 
lates; which was read, and, with the document 
referred to, ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of ty 
motion, made on the 17th instant, on the 12th ar 
ticle of the Treaty communicated with the Mes- 
sage of the PrestpentT oF THE UNITED Srares 
the 8th instant; and a motion was made by M: 
Burr to postpone this motion, and to agree to th 
following resolution : 


“'That the further consideration of the Treaty, « 
cluded at London the 19th of November, 1794, be post- 
poned, and that it be recommended to the President 
the United States, to proceed, without delay, to furth: 
friendly negotiations with His Britannic Majesty, in or- 
der to ef flect alterations in the said Treaty, in the follow 
ing particulars : 

“That the 9th, 10th, and 24th articles, and so muc! 
of the 25th as relates tothe shelter or refuge to be giv: 
to the armed vessels of States or Sovereigns at war wit! 
either party, be expunged. 

“2d article. That no privilege or right be allowed 1 
the settlers or traders mentioned in the 2d article, othe: 
than those which are secured to them by the Treaty 
1783, and existing laws. 

“ 3d article. That the third article be expunged, or | 
so modified that the citizens of the United States may 
have the use of ai/ rivers, ports, and places within th 
Territories of His Britannic Majesty in North America, 
in the same manner as his subjects may have of thos 
of the United States. 


“6th article. That the value of the negroes and other 


property carried away, contrary to the 7th article eve 
Treaty of 1783, and ‘the loss and damage sustained !y 
the United States by the detention of the posts, be paid 
for by the British Government; the amount to be as- 
certained by the Commissioners who may be appointed 
to liquidate the claims of the British creditors. 

“12th article. That what relates to the West India 
trade, and the provisos and conditions thereof, in th: 
12th article, be expunged, or be rendered much mor 
favorable to the United States, and without any restraint 
on the exportation, in vessels of the United States, 0! 
any articles, not the growth, produce, or manufactures 
of the said islands of His Britannic Majesty. 

“15th article. That no clause be admitted which may 
restrain the United States from reciprocating benetits 

| by discriminating between foreign nations in their com- 
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mercial arrangements, or prevent them from increasing 
the tonnage or other duties on British vessels, on terms 


of reciprocity, or in a stipulated ratio. 
“21st article. That the subjects or citizens of either 


party, be not restrained from accepting commissions in 
the Army or Navy of any foreign Power.” 


And, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 


» 


Tvuespay, June 23. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


motion made on the 22d, for the postponement of 


the motion of the 17th instant, on the 12th article 
of the Treaty communicated with the Message of 
the PresipeNtT oF THE Unirep Srares, of the Sth 
instant. 

And, after debate, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by one-fifth of the Senators present, it passed 
in the negative—yeas 10, nays 20, as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Taze- 
well. 

Nays.—-Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, King, La- 
timer, Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Ross, 
Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 


Wepnespay, June 24. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 17th instant, respecting the 
12th article of the Treaty communicated with the 
Message of the Presipent oF THE UNITED Srates, 
of the 8th instant; and 

A motion was made by Mr. Reap, seconded by 
Mr. Burcer, to amend the motion after the word 
“ specified,” as follows : 

“ And also for obtaining adequate compensation for 
the negroes, or other property of the American inhabi- 
tants, carried off from the United States, in violation of 
the definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendship, between 
his said Majesty and the United States, signed at Paris, 
the 3d day of September, 1783 :” 

And, after deliberation, it was agreed that the 
honorable mover have leave to withdraw the mo- 
tion, in order to introduce a motion drawn up with 
more consideration on the same subject. Where- 
upon, the motion was renewed by Mr. Brown, 
seconded by Mr. Jackson; and, on the question 
to agree thereto, it passed in the negative—yeas 
12, nays 15, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs.. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Marshall, Martin, Mason, Read, 
Robinson, and Tazewell. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, King, Livermore, 


6 Paine, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, and Trumbull. 


A motion was made to postpone the motion be- 


consideration the following motion, to wit: 


“ That the President of the United States be inform- 

ed that the Senate will not consent to the ratification 

: of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, be- 

tween the United States and His Britannic Majesty, 

concluded at London on the 19th November, 1794, for 
the reasons following : 

“Ist. Because so much of the Treaty as was intend- 


} fore the Senate. for the purpose of taking into 
\ 
\ 
‘ 


edings. | SENATE. 
led to terminate tl F > > 
le compli aints flowing from the inexe- 
cution of the Treaty of 1783, contains stipulations that 
| were not rightfully or justly requirable of the United 
States, and which are both impolitic and injurious to 
| their interests ; and because the Treaty hath not se- 
| cured that satisfaction from the British Government, for 
the removal of negroes in violation of the Treaty of 

1783, to which the citizens of the United States were 

justly entitled. 

“2d. Because the rights of individual States, are, by 
the ninth article of the Treaty, unconstitutionally in- 
vaded. 

“3d. Because, however impolitic or unjust it may 
| generally be to exercise the power prohibited by the 
tenth article, yet it rests on Legislative discretion, and 
ought not to be prohibited by Treaty. 

“4th. Because so much of the Treaty as relates to 
commercial arrangements between the parties, wants 
that reciprocity upon which alone such like arrange- 
ments ought to be founded, and will operate ruinously 
| to the American commerce and navigation. 
5th. Because the Treaty prevents the United States 
| from the exercise of that control over their commerce 
and navigation, as connected with other nations, which 
might better the condition of their intercourse with 
friendly nations.” 

“6th. Because the Treaty asserts a power in the 
President and Senate, to control, and even annihilate 
the Constitutional right of the Congress of the United 
States over their commercial intercourse with foreign 
nations. 

“7th. Because, if the construction of this Treaty 
should not produce an infraction of the Treaties now 
subsisting between the United States and their allies, it 
is calculated to excite sensations which may not operate 
beneficially to the United States. 

«“ Notwithstanding the Senate will not consent to the 
ratification of this Treaty, they advise the President of 
the United States to continue his endeavors, by friend- 
ly discussion with His Britannic Majesty, to adjust all 
the real causes of complaint between the two nations :” 








Whereupon, on motion, it was agreed to divide 
this last motion as follows, to wit: “ That the mo- 
tion of the 17th, now before the Senate, be post- 
poned ;” and it passed in the negative—yeas 10, 
nays 19, as follows: i aicall 

EAS.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and T'aze- 
well. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, King, Latimer, 
Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Ross, Ruther- 
furd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 

Where ‘upon, a motion was made to divide the 
original motion, made on the 17th instant, and 
now before the Senate, so as to adopt the first 
paragraph thereof, ending with the word “ speci- 
fied;” and it passed in the affirmative—yeas 20, 
nays 10, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Gunn, Henry, King, La- 
timer, Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Ross, 
Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Butler, 
Jackson, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Taze- 
well. 


On motion to adopt the last paragraph of the 


SS 
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said original motion, it passed in the affirmative— 
as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bingham, Bloodworth, Bradford, 
Brown, Burr, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Fre- 
linghusen, Gunn, Henry, Jackson, King, Langdon, La- 
timer, Livermore, Marshall, Martin, Mason, Paine, 
Potts, Read, Robinson, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, 'T'aze- 
well, Trumbull, and Vining. 


So this paragraph was unanimously agreed to; 
and it wa: 

Hesolved. (two-thirds of the Senate concurring 
therein,) That they do consent to, and advise the 
President of the United States to ratify the Treaty 
of Amity,Commerce,and Navigation, between His 
Britannic Majesty and the U nited States of Ameri- 
ca, concluded at London, the 19th day of Novem- 
ber, 1794, on condition that there be added to the 
said Treaty an article, whereby it shall be agreed 
to suspend the operation of so much of the 12th 
article, as respects the trade which his said Ma- 
jesty thereby consents may be carried on, between 
the United States and his islands in the West In- 
dies, in the manner, and on the terms and condi- 
tions therein specified. 

And the Senate recommend to the PRESIDENT 
to proceed, without delay. to further frie ndly ne- 
gotiations with His Majesty, on the subject of the 
said trade, and of the terms and conditions in 
question. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay the resolution 
before the Prestpent or rue Unirep Svrares. 

A motion was made by Mr. Gunn, seconded by 
Mr. Reap. as follows 


** Whereas it is alleged by divers America citizens, that 
negroes, and other property, to a considerable amount, 
were carried away in contravention of the seventh arti- 
cle of the Treaty of Peace between the United States 
and His Britannic Majesty : 

“ Resolved, That the Senate recommend to the Pre- 
sident of the United States, to renew, by friendly nego- 
tiation with his said Majesty, the dies of the Ameri- 
can citizens, to compensation for the negroes and other 
property, so alleged to have been carried away ; and in 
wasetiie disagreement that has hitherto existed, relative 
to the construction in this behalf of the sai® aftitle, 
cannot be removed by candid and amicable discussions, 
that it be proposed, as a measure calculated to cherish 
and confirm the good understanding and friendship 
which it is desired may prevail between the two coun- 


tries, that Commissioners be appointed, in the manner | 


directed by the sixth article of the Treaty of Amity, 
Commerce, and Nz avigation, lately concluded between 


the United States and his said Majesty, with authority to | 


ascertain and decide, as well the interpretation of the 
said seventh article in this respect, as likewise the 
amount of the losses sustained by the alleged violation 
of the same. 

“ But the Senate are of opinion that the negotiation 
on this subject should be distinct from, and subsequent 
to that recommended by their act of the 24th instant, 


respecting the trade and intercourse between the United | 


States and his said Majesty’s islands in the West In- 
dies.” 


And, after debate. it was agreed that this mo- 
tion lie until to-morrow for consideration. 
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Tuurspay, June 25. 


The motion made by Mr. Gunn, as last recited 
and yesterday referred to this in for considera- 
tion, was resumed. 

On motion to divide this motion. and to agree 
to all that is contained trom the word “ whereas. 
to the word “same,” at the end of the first par; 
graph of the resolution inclusive, it passed in th; 
affirmative—yeas 27, nay 1, as follows: 


Yreas.—Messrs. Bingham, Bloodworth, Bradford. 
Brown, Burr, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Freling- 
huysen, Gunn, Jackson, King, Langdon, Latimer, 
Livermore, Marshall, Martin, Paine, Potts, Read, Robin. 
son, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vinin 

Mr. Tazewell voted in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Jackson, to amend 
the last paragraph of the motion under the con 
sideration of the Senate, to wit: 


“ But the Senate are of opinion that the negotiatio) 
on this subject should be distinct from, and subsequent 
to that recommended by their act of the 24th instant 
respecting the trade and intercourse between the United 
States and his said Majesty’s islands in the West Jn- 
dies,” to be read as follows : 

«“ And the Senate are of opinion that the negotiatio) 
on this subject, be considered as part of the negotiatio: 
recommended by their act of the 24th instant, respect 
ing the trade and intercourse between the United State: 
and his said Majesty’s islands in the West Indies.” 


Whereupon, an amendment, after division of a 
motion, was objected to as not being in order, and 
on appeal to the Presipent, it was by him dete: 
mined in the afhirmative ; and, on the question t 
agree to the amendment proposed, it passed in 
negative—yeas 11, nays 17, as follows: 

Yras.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Burr, Buti 
Jackson, Langdon, Marshall, Martin, Mason, Robins 
and Tazewell. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, 
worth, Foster, Gunn, King, Latimer, Livermore, 
Potts, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, 
Vining. 


Ei lls- 
Paine, 
Trumbull, and 

On the question to agree to the last clause 
the original motion, to wit: 

‘But the Senate are of opinion that the negotiatio! 


on this subject should be distinct from, and subsequent to 
that recommended by their act of the 24th instant, re 


| specting the trade and intercourse between the United 


States and his said Majesty’s islands in the West In- 
dies :” 


The yeas and nays were required by one-fifth | 
the Senators present— 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are—Messr- 
Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Freling 
huysen, Gunn, King, Latimer, Livermore, Paine, Potts, 
Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and Vining 

Those who voted in the negative, are—Messrs. Blood- 
worth, Brown, Burr, Butler, Jackson, Langdon, Mar 
shall, Martin, Mason, Robinson, and Tazewell. 


Yeas 18, nays 11. So the question was lost 
there not being two-thirds of the Senators presen 
in the affirmative. 

On motion by Mr. 


Bur.er, seconded by Mr 


FRELINGHUYSEN, to reconsider this last question 
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The yeas and nays were required by one-fifth 
of the Senators present— 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are—Messrs* 
Bingham, Bradford, Butler, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster 
Frelinghuysen, Gunn, King, Latimer, Livermore, Paine, 
Potts, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and 
Vining. 

Those who voted in the negative, are—Messrs. Blood- 
worth, Brown, Burr, Jackson, Langdon, Marshall, Mar- 
tin, Mason, Robinson, and T'azewell. 

Yeas 19, nays 10. So the question of recon- 
sideration was lost, there not being two-thirds of 
the Senators present in the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Ruruerrurp, for the ques- 
tion on the resolution as amended, to wit: 

«“ Whereas, it is alleged by divers American citizens, 
that negroes and other property, to a considerable 
amount, were carried away in contravention of the 7th 
article of the Treaty of Peace between the United States 
and His Britannic Majesty : 

“ Resolved, That the Senate recommend to the Pre- 
sident of the United States to renew by friendly nego- 
tiation with his said Majesty, the claims of the Ameri- 
can citizens to compensation for the negroes and other 
property so alleged to have been carried away ; and in 
case the disagreement, that has hitherto existed relative 
to the construction in this behalf of the said article, 
cannot be removed by candid and amicable discussions, 
that it be proposed, as a measure calculated to cherish 
and confirm the good understanding and _ friendship 
which it is desired may prevail between the two coun- 
tries, that Commissioners be appointed in the manner 
directed by the 6th article of the Treaty of Amity, Com- 
merce, and Navigation lately concluded between the 
United States and his said Majesty, with authority to 
ascertain and decide, as well the interpretation of the 
said 7th article, in this respect, as likewise the amount 
of the losses sustained by the alleged violation of the 
same.” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 14, nays 15, as 
follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Butler, Burr, 
Gunn, Jackson, Langdon, Marshall, Martin, Mason, 
Paine, Read, Robinson, and Tazewell. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, Ells- 
worth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, King, Latimer, Liver- 
more, Potts, Ross, Rutherfurd, Strong, Trumbull, and 
Vining. 


The following Messages were received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unitrep Strares: 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


It has been represented by our Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary, near the French Republic, that such of our com- 
mercial relations with France as may require the sup- 
port of the United States, in detail, cannot be well 
executed without a Consul General. Of this I am sat- 
isfied, when I consider the extent of the mercantile 
claims now depending before the French Government ; 
the necessity of bringing into the hands of one agent 


the various applications to the several Committees of 


Administration, residing at Paris; the attention which 
must be paid to the conduct of Consuls and Vice-Con- 
suls; and the nature of the services which are the pe- 
culiar objects of a Minister's care, and leave no leisure 
for his intervention in business to which Consular 
functions are competent. I therefore nominate 
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Fulwar Skipwith, to be Consul General of the United 
States, in France. 

I also nominate John Kelty, of Maryland, to be In- 
spector of the Revenue for Survey No. 1, in the Dis- 
trict of Maryland. ; 

William Nichols, of Pennsylvania, to be Marshal of 
and for the Pennsylvania District, vice David Lenox, 
resigned. 

John Davis, of Plymouth, in Massachusetts, to be 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States, vice 
Jonathan Jackson declined. 

John Stockton, to be Commissioner of Loans for the 
State of Delaware, vice James Tilton resigned. 

Dudley Atkins Tyng, of Massachusetts, to be Col- 
lector for the District of Newburyport, vice Edward 
Wigglesworth, superseded ; and 

George Foster, to be Collector for the District of Sun- 
bury, in the State of Georgia, vice James James, who 
was appointed by the name of John James, in Febru- 
ary last, and who has declined. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Untrep States, June 25, 1795. 

Gentlemen of the Senate : 


Just at the close of the last session of Congress, I 
received from one of the Senators and one of the Re- 
presentatives of the State of Georgia, an application for 
a T'reaty to be held with the tribes or nations of Indians 
claiming the right of soil to certain lands lying beyond 
the present temporary boundary line of that State, and 
which were described in an Act of the Legislature ot 
Georgia, passed on the 28th of December last, which 
has already been laid before the Senate. This applica- 
tion, and the subsequent correspondence with the Go- 
vernor of Georgia, are herewith transmitted. The sub- 
ject being very important, I thought proper to postpone 
a decision upon that application. The views I have 
since taken of the matter, with the information received 
of a more pacific disposition on the part of the Creeks, 
have induced me now to accede to the request: but 
with this explicit declaration: That neither my assent, 
nor the Treaty which may be made, shall be considered 
as affecting any question which may arise upon the 
supplementary Act passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia, on the 7th of January last, upon 


which inquiries have been instituted, in pursuance of 


a resolution of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives; and that any cession or relinquishment of the 
Indian claims shall be made in the general terms of the 
Treaty of New York, which are contemplated as the 
form proper to be generally used on such occasions ; and 
on the condition that one-half of the expense of the 
supplies of provisions for the Indians assembled at the 
Treaty, be borne by the State of Georgia. 

Having concluded to hold the Treaty requested by 
that State, I was willing to embrace the opportunity it 
would present, of inquiring into the causes of the dis- 
satisfaction of the Creeks which has been manifested, 
since the Treaty of New York, by their numerous and 
distressing depredations on our Southwestern frontiers. 
Their depredations on the Cumberland have been so 
frequent, and so peculiarly destructive, as to lead me to 
think they must originate in some claim to the lands 
upon that river. But whatever may have been the 
cause, it is important to trace it to its source; for, ine 
dependent of the destruction of lives and property, it 
oceasions a very serious annual expense to the United 
States. The Commissioners for holding the proposed 
Treaty, will, therefore, be instructed to inquire into the 
causes of the hostilities to which I have referred, and to 


paiteh eee 


2 
* 


| 
a 














































































867 


SENATE. | 


enter into such reasonable stipulations as will remove 
them, and give permanent peace to those parts of the 
United States. 

I now nominate Benjamin Hawkins, of North Caro- 
lina, George Clymer, of Pennsylvania, and Andrew 
Pickens, of South Gereline. to be Commissioners to 
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hold a Treaty with the Creek nation of-Indians, for the | 


purposes herein before expressed. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep Srares, June 25, 1795. 


The Messages and papers therein referred to; 


morrow for consideration. 
A motion was made by Mr. Burr, seconded by 
Mr. Livermore. 
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“ But that it be nevertheless enjoined upon the Sena- 
tors not to authorize or allow any copy of the said coy. 
munication, or of any article thereof :”’ 


It passed in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 12 
as follows: 


Yras.—Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Cabot, E)|j¢. 
worth, Foster, Gunn, King, Latimer, Marshall, Potts. 
Read, Ross, Strong, and ‘Trumbull. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Bun, Butie 
Jackson, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, Mason, Paine. 


: ; | Robinson, and Tazewell. 
were severally read and ordered to lie until to- | 


And, on the question to agree to the motion as 


-amended, it passed in the affirmative—yeas 18 
| nays 9, as follows: 


“That the resolution of the 8th instant, enjoining | 


secrecy upon the Senators, with regard to the commu- 
nications on that day made by the President, be re- 
scinded ; but that it be nevertheless enjoined upon the 
Senators not to authorize or allow any publication in 
print, of the said communication, or any article thereof:” 


Yras.—Messrs. Bingham, Bloodworth, Bradford 
Brown, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Gunn, King, Lati- 
mer, Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Potts, Read, Ross. 
Strong, and Trumbull. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burr, Butler, Jackson, Langdon 


| Martin, Mason, Robinson, Rutherfurd, and Tazewell. 


Whereupon, a motion was made by Mr. Exts- | 
WORTH, to postpone the motion before the Senate. | 


in order to introduce the following motion: 
“ That, until the Treaty yesterday before the Senate 


shall be ratified, it should be left solely to the discretion | 


of the President of the United States, what publication, 
if any, shall be made of the same :” 

And it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made to amend the original mo- 
tion, by striking out all that succeeds the word 
“ resciuded ;” and it passed in the negative. 

And on the question to agree to the original 
motion, it passed in the affirmative. 

On motion; by Mr. Kina, seconded by Mr. Ca- 
Bor, to reconsider the motion last adopted, it pass- 
ed in the affirmative. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Secretary forthwith notify 
the absent Senators of the above vote of reconsid- 
eration. 


Fripay, June 26. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


the Message of the Presipent or THE Unrrep 
Srares, of the 25th instant, and the nominations 
therein contained, of Fulwar Skipwith and others. 

Resolved, That the Senate advise and consent 
to the appointments, agreeably to the nominations 
respectively. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay this resolution 
before the Presipent or THe Unirep Srares. 

On motion by Mr. Livermore, seconded by Mr. 
Bur cer, that it be 

“ Resolved, That the injunction of secrecy concern- 
ing the communications made by the President of the 
United States, on the 8th of June, instant, be re- 
scinded:” 


A motion was made by Mr. Reap, seconded by 
Mr. Foster, to postpone this motion; and it pass- 
ed in the negative. 

On motion by Mr. Reap, to amend the original 
motion by adding these words: 


' 


So it was Resolved, That the injunction of se- 
crecy concerning the communications made }y 
the Presive nt oF THE Unrrep States, on the 
Sth of June, instant, be rescinded ; but that it bi 
nevertheless, enjoined upon the Senators not to 
authorize or allow any copy of the said comm 
nication, or of any article thereof. 

The Senate proceede dto the consideration 
the Message of the Presipentr or THe Unrrep 
Srares, of the 25th instant; and the nomination 
therein contained, of Benjamin Hawkins, and 
others ; and 


Resolved, unanimously, That the Senate do : id 


‘vise and consent to the appointme nts, agreeably 


to the nominations, respectively. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay this resolutiou 
before the Presipent or THe Untrep States 

On motion, 

Ordered, That Mr. Canorand Mr. Brown, wat! 
on the Presipent or tue Unirep Sates, and 
acquaint him that the Senate have finished tl 
business before them, and are ready to adjourn. 
unless he may have any further communication 
to make. 

Mr. Caror reported that the PresipENt oF tH 
Unirep Srares had no further communications 
to make to the Senate, than his hearty wishes 
that, in a speedy meeting with their friends, the 
may enjoy every felicity. 

On motion. 

Ordered, That there be paid by the Secretary 
of the Senate, out of the moneys ccm ated fol 
the c ontingent expenses of the § Senate, to James 
Mathers, Doorkeeper, three dollars per day, i 
to Cornelius Maxwell, Assistant Doorkeeper, 
dollars per day, as compensation for their pexpec 
ive attendance during this special session ot th 
Senate, over and above their stated allowance 

On motion, the Senate adjourned without day 

Attest: 

SAM. A. OTIS. Sec; 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV 


AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE THIRD ¢ 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 


Wepnespay,. November 3. 1794. 
The following members appeared and took their 
sea‘s, to wit: 
From New Hampshire—NicuoLas GILMAN, 
JEREMIAH Situ, and Paine WINGATE. 


From Massachusetts—Fisuer Ames, Davin 
Coss. Henry Dearpsorn, Dwicut Foster, BEN- 


JAMIN GoopHUE, SamueL Ho.uren, GEORGE 
THatcHer, Perec Wapsworrs. and ArRTEMAS 
Warp. 

From Connecticut.—-Josuua Corr, AMASA 
LEARNED, ZePHANIAH Swirr., Urntan Tracy, 


and JonaTHAN TRUMBULL. 

Irom Vermont.—Israei Smiru. 

From New York.—Tueovorus Baivey,. Puivie 
Van Corrcanpr, and Joun Warts. 

From New Jersey—Joun Bearry and Extas 
BouptinorT. 

From Pennsylvania.— Tuomas Harr.ey, Joun 


Wickes Kirrera, Freperick A. MUHLENBERG. | 


(Speaker,) and Perrk MUHLENBERG. 

From Maryland—-Gasrist Curistir and 
GeorGE Denr. 

From Virginia —Isaac Cotes, Samue.t Grir- 
FIN. JouN Heatru, Josern Nevitite, ANruony 
New, Jostan Parker,and Rosertr RuruHerrorp. 

From Kentucky.—CurisTorHerR GREENUP. 

From North Carolina.—Tuomas BiLount, WIL- 


LiAaMJouNnstTON Dawson, NaTHaniet Macon, and | 


ALEXANDER MEBANE. 
From South Carolina.—Wit.iamM Smiru. 
From Georgia.—ABrauam BaLpwin. 
A quorum of the whole number not being pre- 
sent, the House adjourned until to-morrow. 


Tuurspay. November 4. 


Several other members, to wit: from Rhode 
Island, Francis Matsone; from New York. 
Henry Guienn. James Gorpon, and Joun E. 
Van Auten; from New Jersey, Jonaruan Day- 
ron; from Pennsylvania, Tuomas Frrzsimons; 
from Delaware, Henry L ATIMER ; from Maryland, 
Wiiiiam Vans Mvrray; from Virginia, Georee 
Hancock, Ricuarp BLanp Lee, James Mapison. 
Anprew Moore, Francis Preston, and Fran- 
cis Wacker; and from Norru Carouina, Mart- 


AND DEBATES 


THE 


ES OF THE UNITED STATES, 


JONGRESS, BEGUN AND HELD AT THE CITY 


NOVEMBER 3, 1794. 


| rHkw Locke—appeared, and took their seats in 
the House. 

| And a quorum, consisting of a majority of the 
whole number, being present, 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Se- 
nate, to inform them that a quorum of this House 
is assembled, and ready to proceed to business ; 
and that the Clerk of this House do go with said 
message. 


Wepnespay. November 5. 


Several other members, to wit: from New 
Hampshire, Jonn S. Suersurne; from Massa- 
chusetts, Witttam Lyman; from Connecticut, 
(James Hituiwouse; fromm Vermont, NATHANIEL 
Nites; from New York, Ezextert GiLeert ; from 
Maryland, Witiiam Hinpman; from Virginia, 
Tuomas Ciarporne; and from Georgia, Toomas 
P. Carnes—appeared, and took their seats in the 
House. 

Notice was received that the Senate had not 
yet been able to form a quorum. 

Upon this, Mr. Dayron moved that a commit- 
| tee shall be appointed to examine the business 
left unfinished last session,and report to the House. 
He saw no reason for losing time by waiting for 
the Senate. 

Mr. Goopuve objected to the motion as im- 
proper. 

Mr. DayrTon challenged the gentleman to point 
out wherein the impropriety consisted. For two 
|or three weeks the House of Representatives 
| would have full employment, while the Senate, 
| in reality, had none. He was positive as to the 


| legality and expediency of proceeding. 
The Speaker put the question, and the ayes 
| and noes were equal, each being twenty-five. 
| The Speaker then informed the House that, as 
/a quorum of their number was not present, it 
would be requisite to adjourn. 

The House rose immediately, after adjourning 
till to-morrow. 


Tuurspay, November 6. 


Two other members, to wit: From Massachu- 
setts, Petec Corrin, and from Virginia, Joun 
NicHo.as, appeared, and took their seats in the 


House. 
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Fripay. November 7. 


Several other members, to wit: From Penn- 
sylvania, James ARMSTRONG and WILLIAM Monr- 
GomeERY ; from Virginia, WiLiam B. Gives; from 
North Carolina, Joserpns Winston; and from 
South Carolina, Joun Hunrer—appeared, and 
took their seats in the House. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee of Elec- 
tions be appointed, whose duty it shall be to ex- 
amine and report upon the certificates of election, 
or other credentials of the members returned to 
serve in this House, and to take into their con- 
sideration all such matters as shall or may come 
in question, and be referred to them by the House, 
touching returns and elections, and to report their 
proceedings, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Day- 
ron, Mr. Hitituouse, Mr. Suersurne, Mr. Denr, 
Mr. Ler, Mr. Macon, and Mr. Hunrer. 

Ordered, That the Letter from the Governor 
of Maryland, together with the return of the elec- 
tion of Gabriel Duvall, to serve as one of the mem- 
bers of this House for the said State, in the room 
of Joun Francis Mercer, who has resigned his 
seat, which was laid before the House at the last 
session, be referred to the said Committee of Elec- 
tions. 


Monpay. November 10. 


Several other members, to wit: from New York; 
Tuomas TreDWELL ; from New Jersey, LAMBERT 
Capwa.aber ; from Pennsylvania, Joun Smiuip; 
from North Carolina, WituiamM Barry Grove 
and Joseph McDow ELL; and from South Caro- 
lina, RicharRD Winn—appeared, and took their 
seats in the House. 

The Speaker informed the House that the Se- 
nate had not yet been able to make a quorum. 
Fifteen members only appeared. One more was 
necessary. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

A motion was then made for the House to go 
into a Committee of the Whole to consider the 
Rules for choosing committees upon election bu- 
siness. 

Mr. Beatty, of New Jersey, asked why the 
House of Representatives should wait any longer 
for the Senate to make a quorum? It had been 
said that we cannot go on till the Senate are also 
ready, because we are forbidden by the Constitu- 
tion. The Constitution says no such thing. This 
House has already waited a week for the 8 
and it is impossible to conjecture how long it may 


Order of Business. 


Senate ; é 


be obliged to wait, by this method of proceeding. | 


Mr. Bovupinor wanted to learn whether it was 
proper to have appointed a new Election Com- 
mittee. He greatly doubted it. 

The Speaker said that the new committee was 
formed upon this principle, that the business be- 
fore the last committee should begin de novo. Per- 
haps this point had not been sufficiently adverted 
to, when the resolution passed last week for ap- 
pointing a new one. 


| Novemper. 1794, 


Mr. Boupinor thought that there would arise 
a considerable inconvenience from all the bus 
ness beginning over again. Persons who had , 
jected to the return of a member of that ahi e 
for example, would have to present a new pe tition 
to the new committee, and so on. 

Mr Nicuouas did not think that this inference. 
drawn by Mr. Boupinor, followed from the ap. 
pointment of a new committee. 

Mr. Dayron differed entirely from Mr. Bov-. 
pINOT. Petitions were not addressed to A, B. ( 
D, E, as members of the Committee of Election 
but to such a committee in general. Therefor 
the new one would take up the business as thei; 
predecessors had left it. 

Mr. Boupinor replied to explain. 

Mr. LyMAn considered it as a most absurd idea 
that there should be any such thing asa Standing 
Election Committee for the whole Congress. Wa 
public business to stand still for the arrival of mem 
bers, dispersed, perhaps, all over the Continent 
When a session ended, what further concern had 
they with keeping of papers ? It was their duty 
to give them back to the Clerk, with a report o 
what progress they had made, and the House 
when it met again, could proceed, whether thes 
members were present or not. 

Mr. Carnes was for proceeding to discus 
question. 

The Speaker, at the desire of Mr. Ler, 
his opinion as to the point of form. He said t that 
it had been the practice of the House to nam 
Standing Committee of Elections, to last for tl 
whole period of the duration of Congress. Bi 
he recommended, as the most regular method | 
determine, in the first place, whether it was pr 
per to proceed without the Senate. When one: 
the House had decided on its own competency f 
doing business, it would then be soon enough | 
determine what business should be done. 

Mr. Goopuve moved to adjourn. For all th 
time that would now be additionally lost. it 
not worth while to decide the question. 

It was observed that there was no instance 
the Continent where one House proceeded to bi 
siness without the other. 

Mr. Dayron, in reply, observed, that Mr. Go 
nue had made a daily, or near about a daily. 
tion for adjournment, ever since the House On ga 
to meet. He had at this time understood thia' 
the principle of the adjournment had been giv: 
up, and he must confess that he did not expect t 
hear any arguments for adjournment on the sc 
of expediency. 

The House divided on the motion of Mr. G 
HUE—for adjourning, ayes 33, noes 36. 

Mr. Dayron then moved for the appointiue 
of a committee to examine and re port the unfin 
ished business of last session ; which was adopted 


WW 
Wa 


| : ° . 
and a committee was appointed of Mr. Boupis 


| 


Mr. Tracy, and Mr. Kirrera. . 

A petition of Moses Myers, of the borough ot 
Norfolk, in the State of Virginia, was presented 
to the House and read, praying to be exonerated 
from the payment of the duties accruing on ¢ 


tain goods which he imported, and which, att 
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entry thereof made, were sunk and damaged by 
the oversetting of the craft employed to bring 
them on shore. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Warts, and Mr. Corrin; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of 
War on the petition of Peter Covenhoven, which 
was made to this House on the twenty-first of 
February, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, be referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


Tuespay. November 11. 


Two other members, to wit: from Massachu- 
setts, SHEARJASHUB Bourne, and from New York, 
Perer Van Gaasspeck, appeared, and took their 
seats in the House. 

The Speaker informed the House that one Se- 
nator was yet wanting to the making of a quo- 
rum. [The Senate consists of thirty members, of 
whom only fifteen have yet (Tuesday ) made their 
appearance ; of consequence, a majority is want- 
ing. The Vice Presipenr has, it is true, arrived, 
but he is not, strictly speaking, a Senator. He 
does not give a vote in questions that come be- 
fore the Senate. unless the voices on a division 
are equal. | 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from James White, enclosing the credentials of 
his appointment as a Representative of the Ter- 
ritory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio, in the Congress of the United States, ac- 
cording to the ordinance of Congress of the thir- 
teenth of July, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven; which were read, and ordered to 
be referred to Mr. Batpwin, Mr. Gitperr, Mr. 
Wacker, Mr. Swirr, and Mr. Jeremitan Smrrn. 
with instructions to examine the matter thereof. 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

Mr. Boupinot, from the committee appointed 
to examine the Journal of the last session. and re- 
port therefrom all such matters of business as 
were then depending and undetermined ; and also 
to examine and report such laws of the United 
States as have expired, or will expire before the 
next session, made a report, in part; which was 
read. and ordered to lie on the table. 

MARYLAND REPRESENTATIVE. 

Mr. Murray informed the House that Mr. Ga- 
briel Duvall. a member from Maryland, was now 
attending to take his seat. This gentleman has 
been elected in the room of Mr. MERCER. 

Mr. Nicno.was observed that he saw no reason 
for delaying the admission of the gentleman. He 
understood the Committee of Elections had the 
case of Mr. Mercer’s resignation under their con- 
sideration, and would report immediately ; and he 
understood that the report would be in favor of 
the gentleman. He did not see the use for so 
much more ceremony in this case than in that of 
3d Con. —29 
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the former members. They had all been admit- 
ted first, and their credentials examined after- 
wards. 

Some remarks fell from Mr. Ler respecting pre- 
cedent. Mr. Mercer had formerly taken a seat 
in much the same way, in the room of Mr. PInK- 
NEY. 

The proceedings on this case were read by the 
Clerk. 

Mr. Macon said, that, if gentlemen would only 
have patience for ten minutes, they would have 
the report of the committee ready. 

Mr. Dayron immediately after presented this 
report. A question occurred whether or not it 
should be read. 

Mr. Mapison was for the report being read. It 
would only delay the admission of the gentleman 
for a few minutes. It was, therefore, better to re- 
ceive it, and then take him in. There was a ques- 
tion, if Mr. Mercer was now to appear before 
the House, could he take his seat? Mr. M. 
would not undertake to answer the question. It 
was a delicate one. He would have the report 
read. If it was favorable, act as concurring with 
it; if not so, lay it aside, and admit the member 
from Maryland to qualify, without taking any no- 
tice of it. 

Mr. Parxer could see no reason why the mem- 
ber might not take his place directly. The House 
had yesterday full evidence laid before them, un- 
der the sanction of the Legislature of Maryland, 
that Mr. Mercer had vacated his seat. In his 
room here comes a gentleman with proper cre- 
dentials. Why hesitate in accepting him? Mr. 
P. was sorry that any discussion had taken place 
on the subject. 

Mr. Murray and Mr. Boupinor spoke each a 
few words. 

Mr. Mapison was still for reading the report of 
the committee. His object was to accelerate the 
reception of the gentleman, which would inevi- 
tably and properly take place. If the House were 
to admit him to qualify, without first reading the 
report, it might hereafter be asked, Why was a 
report made at all, when the House refuse to read 
it? It might, on a future occasion, be said, “ Per- 
haps that report has been unfavorable, and the 
House have contradicted the report of their own 
committee.” 

Mr. Murray waived his objection to the read- 
ing of the report. It was read accordingly, as 
follows: 


“That it appears, from a certificate signed by the 
Governor of the State of Maryland, in Council, and 
under the seal of the said State, that Gabriel Duvall 
was duly elected to serve in the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States in the place of John Francis 
Mercer, who had resigned his seat; that the resignation 
of the said John Francis Mercer appears from his let- 
ter, dated the thirteenth of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four, directed to the Governor of 
Maryland. 

“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of the committee, 
Gabriel Duvall is entitled to take a seat in the House, 
as one of the Representatives for the State of Maryland, 
in the stead of John Francis Mercer.” 
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The said resolution was again read, and, on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 
Mr. Duva.ui then appeared, and the oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States 
being administered to him by the Speaker, ac- 
cording to law, he took his seat in the House as 
one of the Representatives for the State of Mary- 
land, in the room of John Francis Mercer. 


STANDING RULES AND ORDERS. 


Mr. Tracy then reminded the House of his pro- 
posal for immediately going into a Committee of 
the Whole on the Rules and Regulations. 

Mr. Maptson objected to going into the busi- 
ness abruptly. For his own part, he had lost, or 
mislaid, his copy of the Regulations. He would 

certainly not object on his own account. If there 
was nobody else in the same situation, he should 
not mention that as any reason to stop their going 
on. But he was afraid some other ge sntlemen 
were in the same situation. 

Mr. Goopuve declared that he was in a simi- 
lar predicament. 

Mr. Tracy.—If we are like schoolboys, and 
have lost our books, 1 can have no objection to 
the procuring of new ones. 

It was then agreed to print the Rules and Re- 
gulations over again, for the useof the members ; 
and that the House go into a Committee of the 
Whole on this matter to-morrow. 


Wepnespay. November 12. 


Another member, to wit: Carrer B. Harrt- 
son, from Virginia, appeared, and took his seat in 
the House. 

A memorial of Andrew Taylor, of Ulster coun- 
ty, in the State of New York, was presented to 
the House and read, praying the liquidation and 
settlement of a claim for his services as a Deputy 
Quartermaster in the Army of the United States, 
during the late war. ° 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, with instruction 
to examine the same, and report his opinion there- 
upon to the House. 

A petition of Samuel Emery, of the city of | 
Philadelphia, merchant, was presented to the | 
House and read, praying that a new register may 
be granted in the case of the brig Lucy, an Ame- 
rican bottom, which was sold in the year 1792 to 
a person not a citizen of the United States, it 
being omitted in the bill of sale of the said brig 
to insert a copy of the register, in consequence 
of which omission, the Collector of the port of 
Philadelphia conceives himself unauthorized to 
grant a new register. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report such Standing 
Rules and Orders of Proceeding as are proper to 


Standing Rules and Orders— renenpeaperse for Me bers. 
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had had the said report under consideration, and 
made several amendments thereto. 

Ordered, That the said report, with the amend. 
ments, do lie on the table. 


Tuurspay, November 13. 


Two other members, to wit: ANDREW Gregg 
and Danie Hester, from Pennsylvania, ap- 
peared and took their seats in the House. 

The Speaker informed the House thag there 
was not yet any appearance of a quorum ‘in the 
Senate. No new member of that House had ar- 
rived, and one of those here had fallen sick. 

NEWSPAPERS FOR MEMBERS. 

A motion was made that each member be sup- 
plied with three J newspapers. It was men- 
tioned that some applications had been made by 
a few particular members for leave to have news- 
papers from the Southern or Eastern States a 
part of thisnumber. This was objected to as put- 
ting the Executive to a needless additional ex: 
pense. It was, therefore, subjoined, as an amend- 
ment to the motion, that they should be newspa- 
pers “of this city.” 

Mr. Nicuouas thought that economy was high|\ 
proper, on this, as well as other points. He there- 
fore moved to strike out the word * ‘three” from 
the motion, and substitute “ two.” He considered 
one morning and one evening paper as sufficient 
for the information of the members. 

Mr. Tracy said that it was altogether buta 
small affair. Some gentlemen had, as he under- 

stood, already be spoken three papers, under thy 
expectation that the same number would be graut 
ed during this session as during the last. 

Mr. Nicnouas then observed, that he would 
not press his amendment on the House. 

It was accordingly withdrawn. Whereupo) 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House caus: 
the members to be furnished, during the presen 
session, with three newspapers, printe d in this 
city,such as the members respectively shall ehoose 
to be delivered at their lodgings. 

A petition of George Campbell, of the State oi 
Maryland, was presented to the House and read 
praying compensation for his services as a Captain 
of Artificers, in the Army of the United 8 tates 
during the late war. 

Ordered, That the said petition do lie on the 
table. ' 

The Speaker laid before the House a Lette: 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of receipts and expenditure 
for the War Department, from the first day o! 
April to the thirtieth day of June, one pene 
seven hundred and ninety-four, inclusive ; whic! 
were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


STANDING RULES AND ORDERS. 
The House proceeded to consider the amend 
ments, reported yesterday from the Committee ot 
the Whole House, to whom was referred the r 





be observed in this House; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Speaker resumed the Chair, | 


and Mr. TrumBvu tt reported that the Committee ceeding as are proper to be observed in this House 


port of the committee appointed to prepare and 
report such Standing Rules and Orders of Pro 
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ai the adil amendments being twice read, were, 
on the question severally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the House. 

The said report, as amended, being then again 
read, and further amended, 

Resolved, That the same be established as the 
Standing Rules and Orders of this House, to wit: 


STANDING RULES AND ORDERS OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
First.— Touching the Duty of the Speaker. 

He shall take the Chair every day at the hour to 
which the House shall have adjourned on the preced- 
ing day; shall immediately call the members to order, 


and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall cause the 
Journal of the preceding day to be read. 
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He shall preserve decorum and order; may speak to | 


points of order, in preference to other members, rising | 


from his seat for that purpose, and shall decide ques- 
tions of order, subject toan appeal to the House by any 
two members. 

He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sit- 
ting. 

Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit: 
“ As many as are of opinion that (as the question may 
be) say Ay;” and after the affirmative voice is express- 
ed, “As many as are of a contrary opinion, say No.” 
If the Speaker doubts, or a division be called for, the 
House shall divide ; those in the affirmative of the ques- 


| the House ; 
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mitted to explain; and the House shall, if appealed to, 
decide on the case, but without debate. If there be no 
appeal, the decision of the Chair shall be submitted to. 
If the decision be in favor of the member called to order, 
he shall be at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, and the 
case require it, he shall be liable to the censure of the 
House. 

When two or more members happen to rise at once, 
the Speaker shall name the member who is first to 
speak. 

No member shall speak more than twice to the same 
question, without leave of the House; nor more than 
once, until every member choosing to speak shall have 
spoken. 

Whilst the Speaker is putting any question, or ad- 
dressing the House, none shall walk out of, or across 
nor either in such case, or when a membet 
is speaking, shall entertain private discourse ; nor, whilst 
a member is speaking, shall pass between him and the 


| Chair. 


tion shall first rise from their seats, and afterwards those | 
| handed to the Chair, and read aloud by the Clerk, be- 


in the negative. If the Speaker still doubts, or a count 
be required, the Speaker shall name two members, one 
from each side, to tell the numbers in the affirmative ; 
which being reported, he shall then name two others, 
one from each side, to tell those in the negative ; 
being also reported, he shall rise, and state the deci- 
sion to the House. 

All committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, 
unless otherwise specially directed by the House; in 
which case they shall be appointed by ballot; and if, 


ae 
which | 
| the Clerk, it shall be dec 


upon such ballot, the number required shall not be elect- | 
| adjourn. 


ed, by a majority of the votes given, the House shall 
proceed to a second ballot, in which a plurality of votes 
shall prevail; and in case a greater number than are 
required to compose or complete the committee, shall 
have an equal number of votes, the House shall proceed 
to a further ballot or ballots. 

In all cases of ballot by the House, the Speaker shall 
vote; in other cases he shall not vote, unless the House 
be equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to the 
minority, will make the division equal; and, 
such equal division, the question shall be lost. 

All acts, addresses, and joint resolutions, shall be 
signed by the Speaker; and all writs, warrants, or sub- 
penas, issued by order of the House, shall be under his 
hand and seal, attested by the Clerk. 

In case of any disturbance or disorde rly conduct in 
the gallery or lobby, the Speaker, (or Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole House,) shall have power to 
order the same to be cleared. 


Secondly. — Of Decorum and Debate. 


When any member is about to speak in debate, or 
deliver any matter to the House, he shall rise from his 
seat, and respectfully address himself to the Speaker. 

if any member, in speaking, or otherwise, transgress 
the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any mem- 
ber may, call to order; in which case the member so 
cailed to order shall immediately sit down, unless per- 





in case of | 


No member shall vote on any question in the event 
of which he is immediately and particularly interested ; 
or in any other case where he was not present when the 
question was put. 

Upon a division and count of the House on any ques- 
tion, no member without the bar shall be counted. 

Every member who shall be in the House when a 
question is put, shall give his vote, unless the House, 
for special reasons, shall excuse him. 

When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be 
stated by the Speaker, or, being in writing, it shall be 


fore debated. 

Every motion shali be reduced to 
Speaker or any member desire it. 

After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read by 
med to be in possession of the 
House, but may be withdrawn at any time before a de- 
cision or amendment. 

When a question is under debate, no motion shall be 
received, unless to amend it, to commit it, for the pre- 
vious question, to postpone it to a day certain, or to 


writing, if the 


A motion to adjourn shall be always in order, and 
shall be decided without debate. 

The previous question shall be in this form: “Shall 
the main question be now put?!” It shall only be ad- 
mitted when demanded by five members; and, until i 
is decided, shall preclude all amendment and further 
debate of the main question. 

On a previous question, no member shall speak more 
than once without leave. 

Any member may call for the division of a question, 
where the sense will admit of it. 

A motion for commitment, until it is decided, 
preclude all amendment of the main question. 

Motions and reports may be committed at the plea- 
sure of the House. 

No new motion or proposition shall be admitted un- 
der color of amendment, as a substitute for the motion 
or proposition under debate. 

When the reading of a paper is called for, which had 
before been read to the House, and the same is objected 
to by any member, it shall be determined by a vote ot 
the House. 

The unfinished business in which the House was en- 

gaged at the time of the last adjournment, shall have 
the preterence in the Orders of the Day ; and no motion 
on any other business shall be received, without special 
leave of the House, until the former is disposed of. 


shall 
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In all other cases of ballot than for committees, a ma- 
jority of the votes given shall be necessary to an elec- 
tion; and when there shall not be such majority on the 
first ballot, the ballot shall be repeated until a majority 
be obtained. 

In all cases when others than members of the House 
may be eligible, there shall be a previous nomination. 

If a question depending be lost by adjournment of the 
House, and revived on the succeeding day, no member 
who has spoken twice on the day preceding, shall be 
permitted again to speak without leave. 

Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concur- 
rence of the Senate shall be necessary, shall be read to 
the House, and laid on the table, on a day preceding 
that in which the same shall be moved, unless the House 
shall otherwise expressly allow. 

Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to 
the House, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a 
member in his place, and shall not be debated or de- 
cided on the day of their being first read, unless where 
the House shall direct otherwise; but shall lie on the 
table, to be taken up in the order they were read. 

Any fifteen members, (including the Speaker, if there 
is one,) shall be authorized to compel the attendance of 
absent members. 

Upon calls of the House, or in taking the yeas and 
nays on any question, the names of the members shall 
be called alphabetically. 

Any member may excuse himself from serving on 
any committee at the time of his appointment, if he is 
then a member of two other committees. 

No member shall absent himself from the service of | 
the House, unless he have leave, or be sick, and unable 
to attend. 

Upon a call of the House, the names of the members 
shall be called over by the Clerk, and the absentees 
noted ; after which, the names of the absentees shall be 
again called over, the doors shall then be shut, and those 
for whom no excuse, or insufficient excuses are made, 
may, by order of the House, be taken into custody, as 
they appear, or may be sent for, and taken into custody, 
wherever to be found, by special messengers to be ap- 
pointed for that purpose. 

When a member shall be discharged from custody, 
and admitted to his seat, the House shall determine 
whether such discharge shall be with, or without, pay- 
ing fees: and in like manner, whether a delinquent 
member, taken into custody by a special messenger, 
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shall, or shall not, be liable to defray the expense of such 
special messenger. 

A Sergeant-at-Arms shall be appointed, to hold his 
office during the pleasure of the House, whose duty 
shall be to attend the House during its sitting; to exe- 
cute the commands of the House, from time to time, ei- 
ther by himself, or a special messenger, to be by him ap- 
pointed for that purpose, together with all such process 
issued by authority thereof, as shall be directed to him 
by the Speaker. 

The fees of the Sergeant-at-Arms shall be, for every 
arrest, the sum of two dollars; for each day’s custody | 
and releasement, one dollar; and for traveling expenses 
of himself, or a special messenger, going and returning, 
one-tenth of a dollar per mile. 

Two standing committees shall be appointed at the 
commencement of each session, to consist of seven mem- 
bers each, to wit: 

A Committee of Elections, and 

A Committee of Claims. 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee of Elec- 
tions to examine and report upon the certificates of 
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election, or other credentials of the members returned to 
serve in this House, and to take into their consideration 
all such petitions and other matters touching election, 
and returns, as shall or may be presented, or come in 
question, and be referred to them by the House. 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee of Claims 
to take into consideration all such petitions aud matters 
or things touching claims or demands on the United 
States, as shall be presented, or shall or may come in 
question, and be referred to them by the House, and to 
report their opinion thereupon, together with such pro- 
positions for relief therein, as to them shall seem expe- 
dient. 

No committee shall sit, 
House, without special leave. 

The Clerk of the House shall take an oath for the 
true and faithful discharge of the duties of his office, 
to the best of his knowledge and abilities; and shall 
be deemed to continue in office until another be ap- 
pointed. 

It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the House, at the 
end of each session, to send a printed copy of the Jour- 
nal ther of tothe Executive, and to each branch of the 
Legislature, of every State. 

Whenever confidential commun‘cations are received 
from the President of'the United States, the House shall 
be cleared of all persons, except the members and its 
officers, and so continue during the reading of such 


during the sitting of th 


| communications, and (unless otherwise directed by tl: 


House) during all debates and proceedings to be had 
thereon. And when the Speaker, or any other member, 
shall inform the House that he has communications to 
make, which he conceives ought to be kept secret, th: 
House shall, in like manner, be cleared till the commu- 
nication be made; the House shall then determine whe- 
ther the matter communicated requires secrecy or not, 
and take order accordingly. 


Thirdly.— Of Bills. 


Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, 01 
by an order of the House, on the report of a committee ; 
and, in either case, a committee to prepare the san 
shall be appointed. In cases of a general nature, one 
day’s notice, at least, shall be given of the motion to 
bring in a bill; and every such motion may be com 
mitted. 

Every bill shall receive three several readings in th 
House previous to its passage; and all bills shall b« 
despatched in order as they were introduced, unless 
where the House shall direct otherwise ; but 
shall be twice read on the same day without special or- 
der of the House. 

The first reading of a bill shall be for information ; 
and, if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, 
“Shall the bill be rejected?” If no opposition be made, 
or if the question to reject be negatived, the bill shall go 
to its second reading without a question. 

Upon the second reading of a bill, the Speaker shal! 
state it as re¢ ady for commitment or engrossment; and, 
if committed, then a question shall be, whether to a se- 
lect committee, or to a Committee of the Whole ; if t 
a Committee of the Whole House, the House shall de- 
termine on what day. But, if the bill be ordered to | 
engrossed, the House shall appoint the day when ! 
shall be read the third time. After commitment anc 
report thereof to the House, a bill may be recommitted, 
or at any time before its passage. 

All bills ordered to be engrossed shall be executed in 
a fair round hand. 


no bill 
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When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the 
Clerk, noting the day of its passing at the foot thereof. 


Fourthly —Of Committees of the Whole House. 


It shall be a standing order of the day, throughout 
the session, for the House to resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

In forming a Committee of the Whole House the 
Speaker shall leave his Chair, and a Chairman to pre- 
side in Committee shall be appointed by the pypeens r. 

Upon hills committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, the bill shall be first read throughout by the 
Clerk, and then again read and debated by clauses, 
leaving the preamble to be last considered ; the body of 
the bill shall not be defaced or interlined ; but all amend- 
ments, noting the page and line, shall be duly entered by 
the Clerk on a se parate paper, as the same shall be 














House. 
be debated and amended by clauses before a question to 
engross it be taken. 

All amendments made to an original motion in Com- 
mittee, shall be incorporated with the motion, and 
reported. 

All amendments made to a report 
Committee of the Whole House, shall be noted and re- 
ported as in the case of bills. 

All questions, whether in Committee or in the House, 
shall be propounded in the order they were moved, ex- 
cept that in fillmg up blanks the largest sum and long- 
est time shall be first put. 

No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon 
the People shall be discussed the day in which it is 
made or offered, and every such proposition shall receive 
its first discussion in a Committee of the Whole House. 

No sum or quantum of tax or duty voted by a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, shall be increased in the 
House, until the motion or proposition for such increase 
shall be first discussed and voted in a Committee of the 
















































tinuance. 





shall be first moved and discussed i 


the Whole House. 
The rules of proceet ding in the House shall be ob- 
served in Committee, so far as they may be applicable, 
except that limiting the times of spe aking. 
No standing rule or order of the House shall be 
scinded without day’s notice 
motion therefor. 


a Commsttee of 


one 


Joint Rules and Orders of the two Houses. 


one House and dissented to iia the other, if either House 


committee to confer, such committees shall, at a conve- 
nient houf, to be agreed on by their Chairman, meet ir 


of their respective Houses for and against the amend 
ment, and confer freely thereon. 


door of the House by the Doorke eper, and shall be re- 


whom it may be sent. 






the Senate. 
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agreed to by the Committee, and so reported to the | 
After report, the bill shall again be subject to 


committed to a | 


Whole House; and so in respect to the time of its con- | 


All proceedings touching ap ae of money, | 


In every case of an amendment of a bill agreed to in 


shall request a conference, and appoint a committee for 
that purpose, and the other House shall also appoint a 


{ 
i: 
1 x74 
hei ‘ing given of di Whole on the Re 


the Conference Chamber, and state to each other ver- 
bally, or in writing, as either shall choose, the reasons 


When a message shall be sent from the Senate to the 
House of Representatives, it shall be announced at the 
spectfully communicated to the Chair by the person by 


The same cere mony shall be observed when a mes- 
sage shall be sent from the House of Representatives to 
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Messages shall be sent by such persons as a sense of 
propriety in each House may determine to be proper. 
While bills are on their passage between the two 
Houses, they shall be on paper, and under the signature 

of the Secretary or Clerk of each House, respectively. 

After a bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall 
be duly enrolled on parchment by the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, or the Secretary of the Senate, as 
the bill may have originated in the one or the other 
House, before it shall be presented to the President of 
the United States. 

When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined by a 
Joint Committee of one from the Senate, and two from 
the House of Representatives, appointed as a Standing 
Committee for that purpose, who shall carefully com- 
pare the enrolment with the engrossed bills as passed 
in the two Houses, and, correcting any errors that may 
be discovered in the enrolled bills, make their report 
forthwith to the respective Houses. 

After examination and report, each bill shall be signed 
| in the respective Houses, first by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and then by the President of 
the Senate. 

After a bill shall have thus been signed in each House, 
it shall be presented by the said committee to the Pre- 
sident of the United States for his approbation, it being 
first endorsed on the back of the roll, certifying in which 
| House the same originated; which endorsement shall 
be signed by the Secretary or Clerk (as the case may 
be) of the House in which the same did originate, and 
shall be entered on the Journal of each House. The 
said committee shall report the day of presentation to 
the President, which time shall also be carefully entered 
on the Journal of each House. 

All orders, resolutions, and votes, which are to be 
| presented to the President of the United States for his 
| approbation, shall also, in the same manner, be pre- 
viously enrolled, examined, and signed; and shall be 
presented in the same manner, and by the same com- 
mittee, as provided in case of bills. 

When the Senate and House of Representatives shall 
judge it proper to make a joint Address to the Presi- 
dent, it shall be presented to him in his Audience Cham- 
ber by the President of the Senate, in the presence of 

| the Speaker and both Houses. 


PETER COVENHOVEN. 





The House then went into a Committee of the 
port of the Seeretary of War on 
the petition of Pe ine rCovenhoven. This unfortu- 
nate man had been a sergeantin the Militia of the 
United States during the late war. <A short time 
after his being called out, he was wounded with 
a musket-ball in the knee. and was unable for a 
considerable time to walk even upon crutches. 
At last, his wound became tolerably cured, and 
he was pension. But, some 
years his wound broke out afresh, and, after 
a series of excruciating tortures, the affair ended 
with an amputation of his thigh. The bills of 
his physicians, and the extra expense of sick 
nurses, came, in whole, to two hundred and nine 
pounds. 

After reading the report, Mr. Bouptnot propo- 
sed two resolutions—one for granting the sum of 
—— dollars to defray the expenses of amputation, 
and the other for augmenting his pension. 

Mr. Swirr opposed the resolution, as there was 
no law that authorized the granting of the money 


> 


1; . } ‘ 
dismissed with a 


1 ago, 
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and as the House had no title to perform acts of 


charity at the expense of their constituents. He 


| Monpay. November 17. 

| Two other members, to wit: from Rl 
imagined that this burden should fall on the par- | wo other members, to wit: trom Rhode Island 

| 

! 

| 

| 


ticular State wherein he resided. Benjamin Bourne; and from South Caroling 
Mr. Bovupinor contended that there was a law | ANDREW Pickens, appeared, and took their seat 
for this measure. He said that it had always been | im the House. : 
customary for Congress to pay the expense of cur- A petition of Pierre Egron was presented to th 
ing its wounded soldiers. Even when the soldiers | House and read, praying the patronage of Con- 
had no hospital to which they could go, and ad- | $tess, and an exemption from postage, in aid of 4 
vanced the money out of their own pocke ts,ithad literary work which he is now prosecuting. 
always been repaid by Government, upon appli- Ordered, That the said petition do lie on th 
sation for that purpose. Now, the case of Peter | table. 
Covenhoven came exactly within this description. A petition of Joab Stafford, of the county o 
He had been dismissed as cured, and with a lesser | Herkimer, in the State of New York, was pre: 
pension than he would have been entitled to, had | sented to the House and read, praying to be al- 
the amputation taken place while he was in the | lowed an arrearage of pension due to him as a 
military hospital. He had been considered as a Captain in the Army of the United States, during 
person who could still support some part of his | the late war, or such other compensation in lieu 
own expenses by personal labor. But the matter thereof, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
turns out quite otherwise. The wound is not; meet. Es 
cured ; for it breaks out in a very lstseandig man- Ordered, ‘That the said petition, together wit! 
nai dank hin 3 in the loss of a limb. It was clear | the petition of George Campbell, which lay on th: 
that, in point of justice, the man had two claims— | table, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
the first for the expense attending his cure; and DELEGATE SOUTH OF THE OHIO. 
the second for an augmentation of his pension, 
since he was now completely disabled. He had} The House resolved itself into a Committee ot 
been for some years incapable of standing, even | the Whole House on the report of the committe: 
upon crutches. It was plain that the House were | to whom was referred the Letter from Jame 
liable to pay the expenses of his wound; and as | Wuirts, together with the credentials of his ap 
to the salary, it was only by an accident that he | pointment as a Representative of the Territory 0 
was entered on the list of pensioners before the | the United States South of the river Ohio; 
wound broke out afresh, and that otherwise he| Mr. Vans Murray moved that the Committe: 
had been put on the highest rate. should rise, and that the discussion of this busines 
Mr. Swirr replied. He was not convinced by | should be deferred till the Senate had made a 
any thing that had been advanced. As to the | quorum. 
doctors’ bills, he was not sure about their accu-| Mr. Nicwouas thought that the question had 
racy. | been misunderstood. He saw no difficulty in ad 
Mr. Beary said he could answer to the House | mitting Mr. Wuire to possession of a seat. Hi 
for that. He had advised the amputation. regarded it only as putting an actual law into ex¢ 


The first resolution. VIZ: for pay ing the bills. |} cution. Neither the Senate nor the House Ol 
was agreed to by a majority of 37 against 20, and Representatives had it in their power to contra 
a committee was appointed to bring i in a bill. vene this law. 

The second resolution, for augmenting the sa-| Mr. Swirr objected to complying with the re- 


lary of Mr. Covenhoven, was postponed. | port of the committee. He thought that it could 
not be carried into execution, because it involved 


inconsistencies. If the object of the law referred 
Fripay. November 14. to, was to admit this person to debate, and not to 
| vote, that was unconstitutional. He was, by that 
Several othe T members, to wit: from Massachu- | Jaw. to be a member of Congress; but the House 
setts, SamugeL Dexter; from Vi irginia, ABRAHAM | of Representatives are not C ‘ongress, and, there 
VeNABLE; and from Kentucky, MAL EXANDER D. | fore. this person may equally vote in the House of 
Orr, appeared, and took their seats in the House. Re »presentativ es and in the Senate: while, at the 
Mr. Batpwin, from the committee to whom | same time, he may interrupt the PRESIDENT con 
was referred the Letter from James Wuirr, en- | se nting to a bill, by giving his advice. |The Con 
closing the credentials of his appointment as a | stitution has made no provision for suc h'a member 
Representative of the Territory of the United | as this person is intended to be. If we can admit 
States South of the river Ohio, made a report; |g Delegate to Congress or a member of the Hous 
which was read, and ordered to be committed toa | of Re »presentatives, we may with equal propriety 
Committee of the Whole House on Monday next. | admit a stranger from any quarter of the world 
Ordered, That a Committee of Claims be ap- | We may as well admit the gallery, or a foreign 
pointed, pursuant to the Standing Rules and Or- | Minister. as this person from the Territory South 
ders of the House: | west of the Ohio. At this rate, we may ver} 
And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Tracy, | soon overturn the Constitution. If this person 
Mr. Foster, Mr. Matsone, Mr. MontrGomery, | has any proper title to a seat, it must be in the 
Mr. Hearn, Mr. Curistir, and Mr. MEBANE. Senate; it could not be in the House of Repré 
sentatives. who were not Delegates. The Senati 

















885 


Novemaen, 1794. | 








occa wight be eplied such. His election was 
nearer the mode of theirs, than that of this House. 

Mr. Smiru, of South Carolina, had no difficulty 
in declaring that the gentleman was fully qualified 
to take a seat in that House. by the terms of an 
express compact with the people. He was con- 
vinced that the Representatives have a right to 
admit those whom they regard as lawfully enti- 
tled to a seat in the House, for the purpose of 
debating. ‘They may admit the Secretary of 
State, if they consider it as expedient. If this 
gentleman had applied to the Senate, that body 
also were authorized to admit him, if the “y thought 
it lawful. Under the old Constitution, he would 
have been a member sui generis. He does not 
claim a right of voting, but of speaking only; and 
when the affairs of the Southwestern Territory 
were aspen in the Senate, he had a right, in his 

Mr. 8.’s) judgment, to speak and debate in that 

ouse also. Mr. 8S. wished that there had been 
previously settled another part of this business, 
viz: by whom the Delegate was to be paid for his 
attendance. It may be a future question, also, 
whether he is to be dismissed when the galleries 
are cleared ? 

Mr. Gites was not prepared to speak on the 
subject. On the score of expediency, his present 
opinion was, that the Delegate from the South- 
west of the Ohio should be admitted. He had no 
he BE to the motion of the member from Ma- 
ryland, [Mr. Murray, ] for the Committee rising, 
but he would never consent to it for the sake of 
consulting the Senate. He wouid agree to it, for 
the sake of further deliberation among themselves 
If the House chose to consult the call ry—a re- 
source for information that he should never wish 
to see adopted—they had a right to consult it, or 
to ask advice from any other quarter, notwith- 
standing the assertion of the gentleman from Con- 
nectic ut. 

Mr. Dexter said, he thought the obstacle should 
be got over by a formal act of the Legislature. He 
was clear that the House had a right to consult, 
or admit to the privilege of debating. any indi- 
vidual whom they thought proper. They might, 
for instance, admit an advocate to plead, in a par- 
ticular case; but that was entire ly a different mat- 
ter from allowing him to give a vote on the ques- 
tion before the House. Mr. D. declared that he 
would vote against the report, as it now stands, 
not because he thought the gentleman from the 
Southwestern Territory unentitled to a seat, but 
because he regarded an act of the whole Legisla- 
ture as a requisite for his introduction. 

It was now moved that the Committee should 
rise, and report the resolution of the select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. W. Smiru differed from Mr. Dexter. He 
thought the House of Representatives was, in it- 
self, perfectly competent to settle the point. He 
was determined that they ought not to consult the 
Senate upon the matter. It would be extremely 
improper to let the Senate interfere. He again 
adverted to his former position, that the House 
may, if it sees proper, introduce the Secretary of 
State toa privilege of being consulted, or any other 
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person who may be thought enisible. But " 
would never submit to yield the privileges of the 
House to the Executive. They ought to decide 
their elections on their own authority, and on no 
occasion send to inquire of the Senate if such an 
amendment ought to be admitted. Mr. 8. con- 
sidered the gentleman [Mr. Wuire] as expressly 
within the present Constitution. He trusted that 
the Committee would not rise, under any such 
idea as consulting the Senate; but, if they at pre- 
sent rise, that it would be merely for the sake of 
obtaining further information. 

Mr. Murray.—lf we could have foreseen this 
case, lam sure that we should have had a joint 
committee of privileges from both Houses, as 
judges. The situation of the gentleman refers to 
both, and therefore the Senate ought to be con- 
sulted on this head. Perhaps he is entitled toa 
seat in both Houses. 

Mr. McDowe t objected, that an act of the 


| Legislature would never, practicaliy, answer the 


purpose. The session would be next to ending, 
before such a law would be passed. In the mean 
time, the interest of the people Southwest of the 
Ohio is agitated in a question, and their Delegate 
is condemned to silence. The members generally 
admit, in substance, that he ought to be received, 
into this House. He wished, therefore, that they 
would take a vote on the resolution of the select 
committee. He would object altogether to the 
proposal of the member from Mary land, for an act 


of the Legislature, or any consultation with the 
Senate. Mr. McD. was for admitting the mem- 


ber to his seat. 

Mr. Boupinor observed, that it was universally 
agreed that the old law for accepting such a mem- 
ber as a Delegate of Congress, cannot be executed 
in its full sense. The gentleman ought, in his 
opinion, to go where members elected by Legisla- 
tures went, that is to say, to the Senate. There 
was no pretence for his admission among the 
Re prese ntatives of the people. If he had any 
right, it must be in the other House. He thought 
this a very important question, and that it de- 
served more consideration than it had yet re- 
ceived. Mr. B. was not prepared to vote; but, if 
he was forced to give his voice at present, he 
should be for remitting the gentleman to the Se- 
nate. He thought that there should be an act of 


the whole Legislature. He should vote for the 
Committee rising. ' 
Mr. Dayvon said, that he should vote against 


the motion of the Maryland member, for ther rising 
of the Committee. He was against the object of 
this motion. He agreed entirely with the report 
of the select committee for receiving the South- 
western member immediately, as he had a right to 
a seat, founded on an original compact, which, gave 
ittohim. He obje veted to any concurrence of the 
Senate being asked. As to consulting persons out 
of doors, the House had a right to call Heads of 
Dep: irtments to give their opinions on any particu- 
lar subject, if they thought proper. Mr. D. men- 
tioned some cases of this nature, where such an 
expedient had been used. 


Mr. Gites mentioned one reason against the 
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Committee rising, which was, that the House had 
no other business before it. He then read an 
amendment to the resolution of the select com- 
mittee, as a middle course, that would embrace 
the ideas of all parties. 

Mr. Dexter repeated some of his former rea- 
sons for preferring an act of the Legislature. 

The question was called for, and put by the 
Chairman, Shall the Committee now rise, and 
report progress? It was decided in the negative— 
yeas 38, nays 39. 

The question was then put on the resolution, 
as given by the Committee. Mr. Gites again 
proposed his amendment. This was, that after 
the word “de ‘bating, ” in the resolution, there 
should be added, “upon any question touching 
the rights and interests of people in the Territory 
of the United States Southwest of the Ohio.” 
The object was to narrow the power of the De ne | 
gate. 

Mr. Smuvie was for his being admitted to de- 
liberate on every subject, or none at all. 

Mr. Gives declared that he was very well 
pleased with the resolution, as it origin: ully stood. 
He had only suggested this amendment, that he 
might get the resolution through the House. He 
therefore withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Batpwin did not see that the question was 
of much importance. When a member was per- 
mitted to speak, but forbidden to vote, his situa- 
tion was, no doubt, infinitely higher than that of 
strangers in the gallery, that of an advocate 
allowed to plead at “the bar of the House, or that 
of a printer, who came only to take notes; but 
still it was extremely short of the situation of a 
member of Congress. This would be more espe- 
cially the case, if ‘his rightof de bating was restricted 
to the affairs of the Northwest and Southwest 
Territory. Mr. B. could see nothing in the new 
Constitution that made an exclusion of the Dele- 
gate from the Southwest of the Ohio. This privi- 
ege had been solemnly promised to those people, 
upon three different occasions. When they be- 
longed to the State of South Carolina, they sent 
a Representative, Mr. Sevier, to Congress; and 
they separated into a new State, under the promise 
of this privilege. But now, we have made a dis- 
covery, that these lawscannot be putintoexecution. 
It isa great pity that we had not made this dis- 
covery sooner. Mr. B. rejected all idea of referring 
this matter to the Senate. When the latter had 
any question of that kind, that concerned them- 
selves, they would, no doubt, judge for themselves, 
and that just as properly as the House of Repre- 
sentatives. As to the pay of this gentleman, that 
might be an after question. He was clear that 
there at present existed no law which could 
make out that. The House may hereafter, if they 
see fit, pass a law respecting it. But, in the mean 
time, Mr. B. was satisfied that these people had a 
claim for a Delegate, which could not be got rid 
of by the House. 

Mr. Swirr thought that it would be better to 
erect these people into a new State, and then the 
privilege would be of some real use to them. He 
was still of opinion that the Constitution admits 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Delegate South of the Ohio. 


S88 
[ Novemper, 1794. 


of no such Delegate as this person is intended ty 


be. He is a new kind of character, unknown to 
e r . . . ® e ‘ 
it. This person is sui generis. Uf the Constitu- 


tion knows anything about him, then take him: 
if not, reject him. As to taking advice from the 
gallery, Mr. S. seemed to think he had been mix 

understood. Tio admit a person within the bar 
for the purpose of consulting him, was a quite 
different thing from permitting the gallery, lik 
this person, to come and takea permanent seal 
among the members, for the purpose of regularly 


debating. Mr. 8. never meant to debar the House 
from taking information wherever they could 
find it. 


Mr. Murray was concerned that he found him 
self obliged to vote against the resolution of the 
Committee. He still hoped that the gentleman 
would have a seat, but that the Senate would firs; 
be consulted. 

Mr. WINGATE moved an amendment to take th: 
resolution, by adopting these words, “to a seat in 
Congress, as a Delegate to Congress.” 

Mr. Manpison said, that the resolution, as pass 
by the select committee, was so properly expressed 
that he did not believe it could admit of any 
amendment or alteration whatever. 

The Committee of the Whole House then di- 
vided on the resolution, when there appeared 
very large majority in favor of reporting it a 
first stood, and consequently for admitting Mr 
Wuire as a Delegate. The Committee then 
rose. 


Turspay, November 18. 

Another member, to wit: THEODORE SEDGWIck 
from Massachusetts, appeared, and took his seat 
the House. 

A memorial of James Crawford, of the city 
Philadelphia, mere hant, was presented tothe Hous 
and read, praying that a new register may 
granted in the case of the brig Betsey, an Amer! 

can bottom, taken by the British at Saint Pierre’ 

in the Island of Martinique, in the month oi I 

bruary last; the said brig being condemned, and 
her original register detained by the captors. 

Ordered, That the said memorial, together wit) 
the petition of Samuel Emery, which lay on th 
table, be referred to Mr. Frrzstmons, Mr. Go 
nue, and Mr. Capwaaper; that they do exa 
mine the matter thereof, and report the same, will 
their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

DELEGATE SOUTH OF THE OHIO. 

The House proceeded to consider the report o! 
the committee on the Letter from James Wut! 
enclosing the credentials of his appointme nt as a 
Represe ntative of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio. to which the Com 
mittee of the Whole House reported no amend: 
ment. Whereupon, the said report being again 
read at the Clerk’s table, was, on the question put 
thereupon, agreed to by the House, as follows : 

“That, by the Ordinance for the government of the 
Territory of the United States Northwest of the river 
Ohio, section nine, it is provided, “ that, so soon as there 
shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of full age 
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in the District, upon giving proof thereof to the Govern- 
or, they shall receive authority to elect Representatives 
to represent them in a General Assembly ;”” and by the 
12th section of the Ordinance, “as soon as a Legisla- 
ture shall be formed in the District, the Council and 
House, assembled in one room, shall have authority, by 
joint ballot, to elect a Delegate to Congress, who shall 
have a seat in Congress, with a right of debating, but 
not of voting, during this temporary government.” Full 
effect is given to this Ordinance by act of Congress, 
August 7, 1789. 

“ That, by the Deed of Cession of the Territory South 
of the river Ohio, to the United States, in the fourth 
article, it is also provided ‘that the inhabitants of the 
said Territory shall enjoy all the privileges, benefits, and 


gress for the government of the Western Territory ; that | and prints them in the newspapers. 


is to say, Congress shall assume the government of the | 


said Territory, which they shall execute in a manner 
similar to that which they support in the Territory West 


fthe Ohio. ; sh: ver bi - deprive the “anv | ¢ 
eo { no ae h . ne : r — on _ ee further from the point. 
vilege which the People in the Territory West of the | . ' ws . ey6 
ee ’ 7" eam “| now given their decision, he acquiesced in it. It 

i . as | was, however. a strange kind of thing to have 
“The cession, on these conditions, was accepted by | _ r, @ strange Kil lof thing to havea 
~ | gentleman here arguing, who was not bound by 


Ohio enjoy.’ 


act of Congress, on the 2d of April, 1790. 


“ By an act passed the 26th of May, 1790, for the go- | 
vernment of the Territory of the United States South | 
the inhabitants | 
shall enjoy all the privileges, benefits, and advantages, | 
set forth in the Ordinance of the late Congress for the | 
government of the Territory of the United States North- | 
And the government of the | 


of the river Ohio, it is enacted, ‘ that 


west of the river Ohio. 
said ‘Territory South of the river Ohio, shall be similar 


to that which is now exercised in the Territory North- | 


west of the river Ohio; except so far as is otherwise 
provided in the conditions expressed in an act of Con- 


certain district of Western Territory.’ The committee 


they therefore submit the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That James White be admitted to a seat | 
in this House as a Delegate from the Territory of the | 
United States South of the river Ohio, with a right of | 
|sembled, and ready to receive any communica- 
Mr. Mapison said. that in new eases. there of- | 


debating, but not of voting.” 


ten arose a difficulty by applying old names to 
new things. The proper definition of Mr. Wurre 


stitution. 
fore, and so cannot be directed to take an oath. 
unless he chooses to do it voluntarily. 


required to take the oath. 

Mr. W. Samira observed, that the Constitution 
only required members and the Clerk to take the 
oath. The gentleman was not a 


he is elected. 
voy to Congress. Instead of being called Delegate 
to Congress, had he been plainly called an Envoy, 
the difficulty would have vanished. He is nota 


Representative fromm, but an Officer deputed by | 


the people of the Western Territory. It is very 
improper to callon this gentleman to take such an 
oath, any more than any civil officer in the State 
of Pennsylvania. 
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coming even within the Post Office law, (viz: for 
franking letters.) He is not entitled to pay, un- 
less a law shall be passed for that end. 

Mr. Gites agreed with the gentleman who spoke 
last, as to the impropriety of demanding an oath. 

Mr. LyMan was for it. 

Mr. Dayron was against the oath. Call him 
what you will, a member, a Delegate, or, if you 
please, a nondescript. It would be wrong to ac- 
cept his oath, even if he should offer it. He is 
nota member. He cannot vote, which is the es- 
sential part. It is said that he can argue, and by 
that means influence the votes of the House. But 
so also a printer may be said to argue and influ- 
ence, when he comes to this House, takes notes, 


Mr. 


Joupinotr. As the House had set out ona 


| wrong principle, it was natural that, in their sub- 


sequent progress, they should wander further and 


But. as the House had 


an oath. He never could reconcile it. 

Several other members spoke. 

The House divided on the question, “ Shall the 
Delegate take an oath asa member?” Ayes 32, 
noes 42—ma)jority against the motion 10. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that a quorum of the Senate is assembled, and 
ready to proceed to business. 

Ordered, That the petition of Pierre Egron, 


| which lay on the table, be referred to Mr. WIiL- 


| ' | LAM Smrra, Mr. Murray,and Mr. Mapison; that 
gress of the present session, entitled ‘ An act to accept a| they do examine the matter thereof. and report 
cession of the claim of the State of North Carolina to a |the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
ate vad | House. 

are of opinion that James White has been duly elected | 
as Delegate from the Territory of the United States | that thes te hav ypointed a committee on 

; ; ; aE, . : | the » Penate have % ) Cl é 

South of the Ohio, on the terms of the foregoing acts; | eddies CHAE BAVC Spyoenres S's , 

| their part, jointly, with such committee as may 


A message from the Senate informed the House 


be appointed on the part of this House, to wait on 
the Presipent or THE Unirep Srares, and in- 
form him that a quorum of the two Houses ts as- 


tions he may think proper to make to them. 
Ordered, That Mr. Boupitnor, Mr. Dearsorn, 


|and Mr. Gi_man, be appointed a committee on the 
is to be found in the Laws and Rules of the Con- | 
He is nota member of Congress, there- | 


part of this House for the purpose expressed in the 
message from the Senate. 
Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different de- 


| nominations, be appointed to Congress for the pre- 
Mr. Murray moved that Mr. Wurtre should be | 


sent session, one by each House, to interchange 


| weekly. 


Ordered. That the Clerk of this House do earry 


| the said resolution to the Senate, and desire their 
member. It} 
does not even appear for what number of years | 
In fact, he is no more than an En- | 


concurrence. 

Mr. Bovuptnorr, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the PREsipENT oF THE UNITED 
Srares, and notify him that a quorum of the two 
Houses is assembled, and ready to receive any 
communications he may think proper to make to 
them, reported that the Committee had performed 


\ that service, and that the PresipEenr signified to 


them that he would make a communication to 


| both Houses of Congress, to-morrow at twelve 
Mr. 8S. did Jnot consider him as | 


o’clock, in the Representatives’ Chamber. 
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» y Militia 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill extending the privilege of franking 
to James Wuire, the Delegate from the South- 
western Territory, and making provision for his 
compensation ; and that Mr. Wituiam Smirn, Mr. 
TuarcHer, and Mr. Macon, be the said com- 
mittee. 





Wepnespay, November 19. 


Another member, to wit: Tuomas Scort, from 
Pennsylvania, appeared and took his seat in the 
House. 

A memorial of Joze Roiz Silva, of the city of 
New York, merchant, was presented to the House 
and read, praying that the sum of two thousand 
five hundred and twenty-one dollars and sixty 
cents may be refunded to him, it being the differ- 
ence in the amount of duties on a quantity of 
wines imported by the memorialist, and which, 
through mistake, was exacted from him by tic 
Collector of the port of New York, beyond the 
legal duties. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Warts, Mr. Corrin, and Mr. MaLsone; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report of 
the Commissioners for purchasing the Public 
Debt, stating the amount of their purchases and 
other proceedings since their report of the six- 
teenth of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate 
to inform them that this House is now ready to 
attend them in receiving the communication from 
the Presipent or THE Unirep Srarss, agree- 
ably to his notification to both Houses yester- 
day; and that the Clerk of this House do go with 
the said message. 

The Senate attended and took seats in the 
House; when, both Houses being assembled, the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares came into 
the Representatives’ Chamber, and delivered his 
Address to them. (For which, see Proceedings 
of the Senate, ante page 787.) 

The Presipent or tHe Unirep Srares then 
withdrew, and the two Houses separated. 

Ordered, That the Speech of the Presipent 
oF THE Unirep Srares to both Houses be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 


Tuurspay, November 20. 


Another member, to wit : WituiaM Finp.ey, 
from Pennsylvania, appeared and took his seat in 
the House. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Speech of the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares to both Houses 
of Congress; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
had the said Speech under consideration, and 
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come to a resolution thereupon; which was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that a respectful Address ought to be pre- 
sented by the House of Representatives to the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNnirep States, in answer to 
his Speech to both Houses of Congress, at the 
commencement of this session, containing assur- 
ances that this House will take into consideration 
the various and important matters recommended 
to their attention. 

Ordered, That Mr. Manpison, Mr. Sepewick, 
and Mr. Scorr, be appointed a committee to pre- 
pare an Address, pursuant to the said resolution. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have agreed to the resolution of 
this House for the appointment of two Chaplains 
to Congress for the present session, and have elect- 
ed the Right Reverend Bishop Wuire on their 
part. 

The House then proceeded by ballot to the ap- 
pointment of a Chaplain to Congress, on the part 
of this House; and upon examining the ballots, a 
majority of the votes of the whole House was 
found in favor of the Reverend AsHpet GREEN. 

A Message was received from the Presipent 
or THE Untrev States, with sundry documents 
referred to in the Presipent’s Speech to both 
Houses, from No. 1 to No. 8, inclusive, relative to 
the insurrection in the counties of Washington 
and Alleghany, in the State of Pennsylvania; also, 
sundry communications from General Wayne; 
from the Governor of Georgia; from the Super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs in the Creek nation ; 
and respecting the establishment of a post by the 
State of Pennsylvania at Presqu’isle ; together 
with a Letter from the Director of the Mint. 

The said documents and communications were 
partly read, and ordered to lie on the table. 





Fripay, November 21. 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a bill for the relief of John R. 
Livingston; and that Mr. Corr, Mr. Gorpon, and 
Mr. Nevitue, be the said committee. 

Mr. Wituiam Smnitu, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill extending the privilege of 
franking to James Wuire, the Delegate from the 
Southwestern Territory, and making provision fo1 
his compensation ; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Mapison, from the committee appointed, 
presented an Address to the PresipENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, in answer to his Speech to both 
Houses of Congress ; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 


MILITIA SERVICE. 

Mr. Smrrn, of South Carolina, moved a resolu- 
tion to the following purport: 

Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee, That 
provision ought to be made by law for continuing in the 
service a portion of the militia of the United States, to 
be stationed in the Western counties of Pennsylvania 
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for ae period as shall } be found necessary to secure the 
execution of the laws. 

Mr. Gites said he should certainly not oppose 
the motion; but he hoped that when the Com- 
mittee contemplated should report a bill, they 
would be able to give every information relative 
to the situation of the Western counties. He 
was sensible that despatch was necessary, as the 
provision was required to be complete ly enacted 
within thirty days; but he wished for information 
to determine what force would: be required, and 
for how long a time they would probably be 
wanted. 

Mr. Dayton agreed .that information would be 
wanted to determine the number of troops that 
would be required; but if there existed an opin- 
ion that no provision of the kind is necessary, the 
business should be opposed in its present stage. 
For his part he was fully convinced that some- 
thing was necessary. As to information, he wished 


it to come offici ally to the House rather than | 


through any committee. 

Mr. Sepewick hoped the motion would be 
agreed to. He had information sufficient at the 
present time to convince him that it was neces- 
sary a force should be stationed; it would bea 
subject of future inquiry what force would be ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. Nicno.as said that from information he had 
of persons from the Western counties, he believed 
that some force should be stationed there. There 
were a number of persons still lurking about who 
had not returned to their homes since the break- 
ing out of the disturbances. 

Mr. Frrzsimons wished the motion agreed to. 
The House are in possession, he conceived, of suf- 
ficient information to pass the resolution. When 
the bill comes before them, the force required, and 
the time of service, would become objects of con- 
sideration. Some members have information on 
this subject which they no doubt will communi- 
cate. ‘The business presses. 

Mr. Murray made mention of a letter received 
from a General officer, dated the 13th of Novem- 
ber, which states that 1,000 of the insurgents have 
gone down the Ohio unarmed, and that 300 armed 
had crossed the Ohio, and declared it as their in- 
tention toreturnas soon asthe Army should retire. 

The resolution was agreed to unanimously, re- 
ported and adopted by the House, and Messrs. 
Murray, Hicuovuse, and GiLes, appointed a com- 
mittee to bring in a bill. 


PRESIDENT’S SPEECH. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the Speech of the Pre- 
SIDENT oF THE Untrep States to both Houses of 
Congress ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported the following reso- 
lutions, which were read as follows, viz: 


1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee 
that provision ought to be made by law for raising a 
force, to be composed of the Militia of the United States, 
to be stationed within the Western counties of Penn- 
sylvania, for such period as may be requisite to secure 
the execution of the laws. 
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2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee 


that farther provision ought to be made by law for the 
redemption of the Public Debt. 

3. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee 
that a plan ought to be prepared for the better organ- 
izing, arming, and disciplining the Militia of the United 
States; and further to provide for calling them forth to 
execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions. 

4. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee 
that inquiry ought to be made whether the fortifications, 
which have already been licensed by law, are commen- 
surate with the public exigence. 

5. Resolved, 'That it is the opinion of this Committee 
that so much of the President’s Speech as relates to 
improving of harmony with the Indian nations within 
our limits, by fixing and conducting of trading houses, 
should be referred to a special committee to report 
thereon. 


The first. third, and fifth resolutions. 
were severally read the second time, and, on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

The fourth resolution was read a second time, 
amended at the Clerk’s table,and agreed to by the 
House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Presipenr or tHe UNirep 
States be requested to direct the proper officers 
to lay before this House a statement of the pro- 
gress made in the fortifications licensed by law. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the first resolution, and that Mr. Mv RRAY, 
Mr. Hitityouse, and Mr. Gites, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and reporta plan, pursuant to the second reso- 
lution, and that Mr. Witiiam Smita, Mr. Ames, 
Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. Duvaui,and Mr. Nicno.tas, 
be the said committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gites, Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. 
Hester, Mr. Locke,and Mr. Van CortTLanp, be 
appointed a cemmittee, pursuant to the first part 
of the third resolution. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dayron, Mr. Hartiugy. Mr. 
Bensamin Bourne, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Me- 
Dowe .., be appointed a committee, pursuant to 
the second part of the third resolution. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bat_ey and Mr. ARMsTRONG 
be appointed a committee to wait on the Prest- 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares with the fourth 
resolution. 

Ordered, That Mr. Parker, Mr. Biounr, Mr. 
Boupinor, Mr. Finpiey, and Mr. Greenup, be 
appointed a committee, pursuant to the fifth reso- 
lution. 


second. 


The following Message was received from the 
PresipENT OF THE UNITED Srates: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the 
Governor of the State of New York, and of the exem- 
plification of an Act of the Legislature thereof, ratify- 
ing the amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, proposed by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, at their last session, respecting the Judicial 
power. G. WASHINGTON, 

Unitrep States, November 21, 1794. 
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The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the reading of the papers, 
communicated yesterday, by Message, from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNtrep States; and made a 
farther progress therein. 


Monpay, November 24. 
THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH. 

The House then went into a C ommittee, Mr. 
Coss in the Chair, on the draft of the Address in 
answer to the President’s Speech. The Address 
was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Dayton rose to express his surprise that, 
in the Address, no notice whatever had been 
taken of that part of the Speech which related 
to the army under General Wayne, and of the 
readiness of the House to concur in the requisite 
measures for a proper organization of the militia. 
The success of the troops under General Wayne 
might contribute very materially to putting an 
end to the Indian war, and thus add to the power 
of discharging a part of the Public Debt. He then 
proposed the following motion: 

“ We are deeply impressed with the importance of an 
effectual organization of the militia. We rejoice at the 
intelligence of the advance and success of the Army un- 
der the command of General Wayne ; whether we re- 
gard it as a proof of the perseverance, prowess, and su- 
periority of our troops, or as a happy presage to our mi- 
litary operations against the hostile Indians, and a prob- 
able prelude to the establishment of a lasting peace upon 
terms of candor, equity, and good neighborhood—our 
pleasure derived from this source is the greater, as it 


increases the probability of sooner restoring a part of 


the public resources to the desirable object of reducing 
the Public Debt.” 

Mr. Mapison had no objection to this amend- 
ment. He read a second amendment containing 
an answer to the following part of the President’s 
Speech: 

“ My policy in our foreign transactions has been to 
cultivate peace with all the world, to observe treaties 
with pure and absolute faith, to check every deviation 
from the line of impartiality, to explain what may have 
been misapprehended, and correct what may have been 
injurious to any nation; and having thus acquired the 
right, to lose no time in acquiring the ability, to insist 
upon justice being done to ourselves.” 


Mr. Mapison moved that his additional amend- 


ment should be inserted immediately after that of 


Mr. Dayron, to this effect: , 

“ Solicitous also, as we are, for the preservation of peace 
with all nations, we cannot otherwise than warmly ap- 
prove of a policy in our foreign transactions, which 
never loses sight of that blessing.” 

Mr. Dayron was willing that the clause should 
be annexed to his original motion. 

Mr. HitLHouse wished the word your substitu- 
ted for the article @ (marked in italic in the clause 
last quoted,) that the policy of the Executive 
might be more clearly pointed to. 

Mr. Smiru, of New Hampshire, said he had 
drafted an amendment to the Address, that con- 
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tained the idea the gentleman last up wished to 
be expressed, and another. He read it in 
place. It was to the following purport: 

“ Your policy in our foreign transactions, as it shows 
an ardent disposition for peace, has our hearty appro- 
bation, and we assure you we shall omit nothing on 
our part towards acquiring the ability, as well as right, 
of exacting from all nations the fulfilment of their du- 
ties towards us.” 

Mr. Dayvron, in the mean time, observed that 
there was no necessary connexion between jis 
amendment and that of Mr. Mapison. He there- 
fore hoped that his, with respect to General Wayn¢ 
and the army on the Northwestern frontier, would 
pass in the meantime. This was agreed to. 

Mr. Sepewick said that the House had been 
often obliged to the pen of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Mapison.) Perhaps that gentl 
man himself would be disposed to think thie 
amendment of the member from Connecticut 
[Mr. HitiHouse,] better than his own. 

Mr. Nicuouas preferred the amendment of M: 
Mapison to any other that had been proposed 
He imagined that the one offered by Mr. W 
Smiru pledged the House to approve of the par 
ticular measures adopted by the PRESIDEN’ as to 
foreign Powers. In this Mr. N. referred specially 
to the mission of Mr. Jay to the Court of London. 
We are not acquainted with the individual pow 
ers or instructions granted to that Envoy. Ou 
approbation has no datum on which it can pro 
ceed, and how are the Committee to pretend ap 
probation for what they do not know? The Pr: 
sipeENT would laugh at such conduct. The amend 
ment of Mr. Mapison is more guarded. It go 
to approve general principles, but not individua! 
measures. 

Mr. Hit.tuovuse thought that he had been mi 
understood. His amendment did not go beyond 
general approbation of principles. He never in 
tended indiscriminate applause. 

Mr. W. Smiru said, that the House had got 
themselves into a labyrinth of amendments upon 
amendments. It was very difficult to word an 
Address in such a way as to be entirely free from 
exception. The matter had sunk into a mer 
verbal dispute. He therefore moved that the 
Committee of the Whole now rise, and the dratt 
be referred back to the special committee. 

Mr. Dayron knew not why the Envoy [Mr. 
Jay] had been sent to Europe. He did not know 
what were his instructions, and he never would 
approve, or say that he approved, of what he did 
not know. He was, therefore, against the amend 
ment offered by the gentleman from Connecticut 
That of the gentleman from Virginia went quit 
far enough. Rather than vote for such a thing 
he would reject the whole. 

Mr. Gives objected to the motion for the rising 
of the Committee. The Presipenr has not, in hls 
Speech, said that the House are informed as to th 
motives of his measures, or the extent of the 1b- 
structions to his Envoy. Why, then, shall the 
House think themselves obliged to approve them | 
There has already intervened a delay of severa! 
days since the Speech was delivered. If an an- 
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swer is to be given at all, it ought to be given im- 
mediately. To rise and refer the draft of the Ad- 
dress back again to the committee will not mend 
the matter. et 

The motion for rising was negatived. 

Mr. Nicuo.as then rose in defence of Mr. Map- 
ison’s amendment. He thought the House should 
not bow so much to the Executive as to approve 
of his proceedings without knowing what they are. 
Gentlemen say that they do not mean an implicit 
approbation. Why, then, hazard words that infer 
it? He would go as far in thanking the Prest- 
DENT as any person, with propriety, could go. 

Mr. Sep@wick insisted that the amendment of 
the member from Connecticut, [Mr. HiLuHouss, | 
was preferable to the other. The Presipent has 
said that his policy in regard to foreign nations 1s 
founded on justice. Weapprove of that. He re- 
cites his motives. They are also approved. Where, 
then, is the danger of expressing a general appro- 
bation? Would it be proper to give an approba- 
tion that cannot be appropriate, and that has no 
definite meaning? Mr. 8. was far from design- 
ing to approve, explicitly or implicitly, what the 
House were not acquainted with. He only in- 
tended to convey a general sentiment of approba- 
tion ; and he saw nothing more than this in the 
amendment of the gentleman from Connecticut. 

Mr. Hitiwouse never designed indiscriminate 
approbation; nor had he any secret meaning 
couched under the words of his amendment. 
When he had any thing to say to the House, he 
came honestly and told them in plain words what 
he would be at. He meant to express his applause 
of pacific and equitable measures. As to the 
question so often referred to, [the embassy of Mr. 
Jay,] he solemnly declared that it never was in 
his mind to express any thing about it. It would 
come before another body. 

Mr. Mapison imagined that, in his motion as 
now worded, every person might see substantial 
approbation. 

Mr. Ames.—Jealousy may become habitual as 
well as confidence. Nothing but a habit of jeal- 
ousy could have found any thing of a secret in 
this verbal distinction of your policy instead of a 
policy. ‘The distinction was trifling, but, if there 
must be one, he preferred the amendment of Mr. 
Hittuouse. His reasons for this preference were 
so minute that they, perhaps, had little more value 
than what his imagination chose to give them. 
In the mean time, nobody will suppose that we do 
not approve of the policy of the PResipENnr in pre- 
ferring pacific measures, because the system of 
peace is now preferred all over the Continent of 
America. 

Mr. Dayton rose to make a reply to “remarks 
so illiberal.” 

Mr. Ames here rose again and said that the gen- 
tleman certainly could not mean him. 

I mean that gentleman, Mr. Speaker, said Mr. 
Dayton, pointing to Mr. Ames. He has accused 
me of “habits of jealousy.” To this charge Mr. 
D. rejoined with some warmth. He again de- 
clared that he never would pledge himself to ap- 
prove of the mission of Mr. Jay till he should learn 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


President’s Speech. 


898 
[H. or R. 


what were that gentleman’s instructions. He 
meant to draw this line of distinction, to give ap- 
probation of general principles, but not of particu- 
lar measures. The former he considered as im- 
plied in the amendment of Mr. Mapison, the lat- 
ter in that of Mr. Hittuouse. 

Mr. Vans Murray considered the dispute as 
resting on the words a policy and your policy. He 
would not give explicit approbation to particular 
measures, but he approved the general principles 
on which the Presipenr preferreda pacific system. 

Mr. Gites.—It is admitted on all sides of the 
House, that we approve the general principles, but 
will not pledge ourselves to approve the particular 
means. It is best, then, to adopt the least equivo- 
cal words. Mr. G. allowed that there was but little 
difference, yet he should vote for the amendment 
of Mr. Maptson as it stood. 

Mr. Dexrer, in opposition to the sentiments of 
the gentleman who had last sat down, would vote 
for “your policy,” instead of “a@ policy.” The 
latter made the sentence an abstract proposition. 
The words “your policy,” made it a personal ap- 
plication. The omission of the word your tended 
to an implication of censure. If an abstract pro- 
position was the whole meaning intended to be 
expressed, that meaning might as well be put into 
any other place as into an Address to the Prest- 
peENT. He did notsee the use of it. Praise, (said 
Mr. D.,) is the only reward which a person re- 
ceives in a Republican Government; or at least 
it is the greatest reward; and if withheld where 
due, the effect must be pernicious. Here it would 
be of more particular impropriety to withhold 
praise, when all our constituents approve the pa- 
cific policy of the Presipenr. It would have 
been a matter of little consequence at first, whe- 
ther “a policy” or “your policy” had been adopt- 
ed, for every reader would have understood it as 
an approbation of the Presipenr. But now, after 
such a debate, if we scruple at the word your, all 
the world will conclude that we mean an implied 
censure. 

Mr. Boupinor said that he adopted the word 
your as unequivocal. He had no meaning but 
what was open and candid. By adopting the 
amendment the House would make that language 
explicit, which was at present, at least, in some 
degree, ambiguous. 

Mr. Tracy pronounced an elegant panegyric 
on the character and conduct of the Presipent 
or THE Untrep Srares, whom no man admired 
more sincerely than he did, though he could not 
speak thus from the honor of enjoying a personal 
acquaintance. He recommended to Mr. Mapr- 
SON rather to withdraw his motion of amendment 
altogether than briug it forward at such an ex- 
pense of the good temper of the House. The pre- 
sent session had commenced with good auspices, 
and much cordiality, and he would be extremely 
sorry to disturb its tranquility. 

Mr. Maptson said that he felt sensibly the force 
of the remarks made by the gentleman who was 
last up. In consequence of these remarks, he 
should be happy to withdraw his amendment. 
This was accordingly done. 
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It was then proposed that the Committee of the | amember of some one or other self-created society, 
Whole House should rise, and report the draft | Associations of this kind, religious, political, aud 
of the Address as originally given in by the spe-| philosophical, were to be found in every quarte; 


cial committee, with the additional amendment 
that had been proposed by Mr. Dayron, and 
adopted. 

Mr. Firzsimons then rose and said, that it 
would seem somewhat incongruous for the House 
to present an Address to the Presipenr which 
omitted all notice of so very important an article 
in his Speech as that referring to the self-created 
societies. Mr. F. then read an amendment, which 
gave rise to a very interesting debate. The 
amendment was in these words: 

“ As part of this subject, we cannot withhold our re- 
probation of the self-created societies, which have risen 
up in some parts of the Union, misrepresenting the 
conduct of the Government, and disturbing the opera- 
tion of the laws, and which, by deceiving and inflaming 
the ignorant and the weak, may naturally be supposed 
to have stimulated and urged the insurrection.” 

These are “institutions, not strictly unlawful, 
yet not less fatal to good order and true liberty ; 
and reprehensible in the degree that our system 
of government approaches to perfect political free- 
dom.” 

Mr. Gives stated at large his sentiments as to 
this expression in the Speech of the Presipent 
about self-created societiss. The tone of that pas- 
sage in the Speech had made a great deal of noise 
without doors, and it was likely to produce a con- 
siderable agitation within doors. [Here a motion 


was made ior the rising of the Committee.) Mr. | 


G. did not wish to press himself upon the atten- 
tion of the Committee, but if they were disposed 
to hear him, he was prepared to proceed. 

Mr. Sepewick objected to the rising of the 
Committee. The House had been often enter- 
tained and informed by the ingenuity of that gen- 
tleman, who was now prepared to address them. 

Mr. W. Smiru considered it as opposite to the 
practice of the House for a member to move thai 
a Committee should rise, at the very time when 
gentlemen had declared themselves ready to de- 
liver their sentiments. 

[It was repeatedly inquired from the Chair, by 
whom this motion was made. No answer was 
given; and it seemed to be the unanimous wish of 
the House that Mr. Gries should proceed, which 
he did.]}_ Mr. G. began by declaring that, when 
he saw, or thought he saw, the House of Repre- 
sentatives about to erect itself into an office of 
censorship, he could not sit silent. He did not 
rise with the hope of making proselytes, but he 
trusted that the fiat of no person in America should 
ever be taken for truth, implicitly, and without 
evidence. 

Mr. Gites next entered into an encomium of 
some length on the public services and personal 
character of the Presipent. He vindicated him- 
self from any want of respect or esteem towards 
him. He then entered into an examination of the 
propriety of the expression employed by the Pre- 
SIDENT, With regard to self-created societies. Mr. 
G. said, that there was not an individual in Ame- 
rica, whomight not come under the charge of being 





of the Continent. The Baptists and Methodists 

for example, might be termed self-created societies. 

The people called the Friends, were of the sai 

kind. Every pulpit in the United States might 

be included in this vote of censure, since, from 

every one of them, upon occasion, instructions had 

been delivered, not only for the eternal welfare. 

but likewise for the temporal happiness of the peo- 
ple. There had been other societies in Pennsy!- 

vania for several purposes. The venerable Frank- 
lin had been at the head of one, entitled a society 

for political information. They had criminated 
the conduct of the Governor of this State and oi 
the Governors of other States, yet they were not 
prosecuted or disturbed. There was, if he mistook 
not, once a society in this State, for the purpos 

of opposing or subverting the existing Constitu 

tion. They also were unmolested. If the Hous 

are to censure the Democratic societies, they might 
do the same by the Cincinnati Society. [tis out 
of the way of the Legislature to attempt checking 
or restraining public opinion. If the self-created 
societies act contrary to law, they are unprotected. 
and let the law pursue them. That a man Isa 
member of one of these societies will net protect 
him from an accusation for treason, if the charg: 
is well founded. If the charge is not well founded. 
if the societies, in their proceedings, keep within 
the verge of the law, Mr. G. would be glad to 
learn what was to be the sequel? If the House 
undertake to censure particular classes of micu 
who can tell where they will stop? Perhaps 1t 
may be advisable to commence moral philosophers 
and compose a new system of ethics for the citi- 
zens of America. In that case, there would be 
many other subjects for censure, as well as the sell- 
created societies. Land-jobbing, for example, has 
been in various instances brought to such a pass 
that it might be defined swindling on a broad scale. 
Paper money, also, would bea subject of very 
tolerable fertility for the censure of a moralist. 
Mr. G. proceeded to enumerate other particulars 
on this head, and again insisted on the sufficiency 
of the existing laws for the punishment of every 
existing abuse. He observed, that gentlemen were 
sent to this House, not for the purpose of passing 
indiscriminate votes of censure, but to legislate 
only. By adopting the amendment of Mr. Firz- 
stmons, the House would only produce recrimt- 
nation on the part of the societies, and raise them 
into much more importance than they possibly 
could have acquired if they had not been distin- 
guished by a vote of censure from that House. 
Gentlemen were interfering with a delicate right 
and they would be much wiser to let the Demo- 
cratic societies alone. Did the House imagin: 
that their censure, like the wand of a magician, 
would lay a spell on these people? It would be 
quite the contrary, and the recrimination of th 
societies would develope the propriety of having 
meddled with them atall. One thing ought never 
to be forgotten, that if these people acted wrong. 
the law was open to punish them ; and if they did 
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not, they would care very little for a vote of that 
House. Why all this particular deviation from 
the common line of business to pass random votes 
of censure? The American mind was too en- 
lightened to bear the interposition of this House, 
to assist either in their contemplations or conclu- 
sions on this subject. Members are not sent here 
to deal out applauses or censures in this way. Mr. 
G. rejected all aiming ata restraint on the opinions 
of private persons. As to the societies themselves, 
Mr. G. personally had nothing to do with them, 
nor was he acquainted with any of the persons 
concerned in their original organization. 

Mr. Lyman hoped that the member from Penn- 
sylvania would, upon reflection, withdraw his 
amendment. Mr. L. considered it to be as impro- 
per to pass a vote of censure, as it would be to 
pass a vote of approbation. He did not wish to 
give printers an opportunity of publishing debates 
that had better be suppressed. Besides, where 
will this bu#iness of censorship end? It would be 
much better not to meddle with the Democratic 
societies at all. Some of them were perfectly 
sensible that they had gone too far. He should, 
therefore, move that this Committee do now rise, 
and that the Chairman report the Address as it now 
stands. 

Mr. THatcaer hoped that his colleague would 
not insist on taking that question just now, before 
other gentlemen had an opportunity of delivering 
their sentiments. 

Mr. LyMan in reply, said that gentlemen were 
at liberty, in discussing his motion, to tell their 
minds as to the self-created societies. 

Mr. Sepaewick requested that Mr. Lyman would 
take this motion out of the way. Mr. L. with- 
drew it. 

Mr. W. Smirn then rose, and entered at large 
into the subject. He said, that if the Committee 
withheld an expression of their sentiments in re- 
gard to the societies pointed out by the PResipENr, 
their silence would be an avowed desertion of the 
Executive. He had noscruple to declare that the 
conduct of these people had tended to blow up 
the insurrection. Adverting to Mr. Gites, he 
thought the assertion of that gentleman too broad, 
when he spoke of not meddling with the opinions 
of other than political societies. 

He considered the dissemination of impro- 
per sentiments as a suitable object for the public 
reprobation of that House. Suppose an agricul- 
tural society were to establish itself, and under 
that title to disseminate opinions subversive of 
good order; the difference of a name should not 
make Mr. 8. think them exempted from becoming 
Objects of justice. Would any man say that the 
wile object of self-created societies has been the 
publication of political doctrines? The whole of 
their proceedings has been a chain of censures on 
the conduct of Government. If we do not sup- 
port the Presipenr, the silence of the House will 
be interpreted into an implied disapprobation of 
that part of his Speech. He will be left in a di- 
lemma. It will be said that he has committed 
himself. F 

Mr. S. declared that he was a friend to the free- 
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dom of the press; but would any one compare a 
regular town meeting where deliberations were 
cool and unruffled, to these societies, to the noc- 
turnal meetings of individuals, after they have 
dined, where they shut their doors, pass votes in 
secret, and admit no members into their societies, 
but those of their own choosing? Mr. 8., by way 
of illustration, observed, that this House had never 
done much business after dinner. In objection to 
this amendment it had been stated, that the self- 
created societies would acquire importance from 
a vote of censure passed on them. They were, 
for his part, weleome to the whole importance 
that such a vote could give them. He complained 
in strong terms, of the calumnies and slanders 
which they had propagated against Government. 
Every gentleman who thought that these clubs 
had done mischief, was by this amendment called 
upon to avow his opinion. This was the whole. 
Mr. 8. begged the House to take notice, and he 
repeated his words once or twice, that he did not 
mean to go into the constitution of these societies, 
or to say that they were illegal. The question 
before the House was not whether these societies 
were illegal or not, but whether they have been 
mischievous in their consequences. 

Mr. McDoweE .t was of opinion that the term 
self-created societies, was too indefinite. He pro- 
fessed the highest respect for the character of the 
PRESIDENT ; but he did not think that the proposed 
vote of censure would be any eligible proof of it. 
The House of Representatives were assembled not 
to volunteer in passing votes of reprobation on so- 
cieties, or individuals, but to legislate. He wished 
that gentlemen, instead of losing their time on 
such frivolous and inflammatory amendments, 
would proceed to the proper business of the House. 
The gentleman from South Carolina seemed to 
be well acquainted with Democratic societies. It 
was very true that they had published resolutions 
reprobating the Assumption business, and the sys- 
tem of Funding; but the rest of the people, as well 
as Democratic societies, had very generally cen- 
sured the Assumption and the Funding transact- 
ions. He thought that some laws had been passed 
which answered no good purpose, nor indeed any 
purpose, but that of irritating the public. The 
present amendment, he considered as destructive 
not only to the intercourse of domestic society, 
but that it involved a prospect of throwing restraint 
upon the conduct of gentlemen in the House of 
Representatives. With the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Gites | he was satisfied that the amend- 
ment, if adopted, would have no weight whatever 
with the citizens of the United States; as they 
were too enlightened to accept of opinions from 
their Representatives. 

Mr. Tracy had imagined that no man would 
have the hardihood to come forward in that House 
and vindicate these societies. He quoted from 
the remarks of Mr. McDowe .t, the words, “ your 
wanton laws, begotten in darkness, first raised insur- 
rection ;” and likewise some other words about the 
enormous expense of millions for the Western 
expedition. Mr. T., after reading these expressions 
from a memorandum, which he held in his hand. 
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declared his surprise, that a gentleman, whom he 
knew to possess the candor and good sense of the 
member from North Carolina, could suffer such 
language to escape him. He was certain that the 
gentleman, if he had not been somewhat ina hurry, 
never would have permitted these words to pass 
from his lips. 

Quitting this topic, Mr. T. said, that he would, 
for his own part, be disposed to let these societies 
alone, and leave them to the chastisement of their 
own consciences. If they were to say, “ Gentle- 
men, you, as tyrants, make laws, and slaves obey 
them,” I would answer, said Mr. T., “ It is very 
rash. Think again, before you say this again. We 
believe that, from inadvertency, some things have 
escaped from Democratic societies, which they 
had not well weighed, and which had a bad effect 
on weak and ignorant people in the Western 
counties of Pennsylvania. You have seen the 
bad effects of your temerity. Take care before 
you publish any such thing again.” Mr. T. said, 
this is all the length which we mean to go, and 
can anybody object tothis? The Democratic so- 
cieties form but a very small portion of the people 
of America. Where is the harm in saying that 
one hundredth, or, I believe I might say, not more 
than one thousandth part of the citizens of the 
United States have been mistaken, and that they 
have been imprudent in printing certain indiscreet 
resolutions? Mr. T. declared that if the Prest- 
DENT had not spoke of the matter, he should have 
been willing to let it alone, because whenever a 
subject of that kind was touched, there were cer- 
tain gentlemen in that House who shook their 
backs, like a sore-backed horse, and cried out The 
Liberties of the people! Mr. 'T. wished only that 
the House, if their opinion of these societies cor- 
responded with that of the Presipent, should de- 
clare that they had such an opinion. This was 
quite different from attempting to legislate on the 
subject. Has not the Legislature done so before ? 


Is there any impropriety in paying this mark of 


respect to a man to whom all America owes such 
indelrble obligations? He thought that this de- 
claration from the House of Representatives would 
tend to discourage Democratic societies, by unit- 
ing all men of sense against them. Mr. T. said, 
that perhaps the member who spoke last, might 
be connected with some of these societies, of which 
he entertained so favorable an impression. 

Mr. McDowe zt said, that he wanted the House 
to avoid quarrels, and to mind their proper busi- 
ness of legislation. He declared that he was not 
a member of any such society. He did not know 
that he had ever been in the company of any 
person who was a member of any of them. He 
was even, he declared upon his honor, ignorant 
whether there were, or ever had been, any such 
societies in North Carolina. He adverted to 
the simile of the sore-backed horse, and said, 
that he believed his back to have been rubbed 
harder in the last war, than that of the gentleman. 
He imagined that these societies had done both 
good and harm, and again declared, that he could 
not consent to a vote of indiscriminate reproba- 
tion. 
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Mr. Dayton was heartily for the amendment. 
He observed that he wanted no evidence to satisty 
him, as to the gentleman not being a member of 
any of these societies. If he had been connected 
with them, he would have known their principles 
better than he seems to do. Mr. D. said that 
many persons in New Jersey, who had been th 
most violent against the excise law were equally so 
against the insurgents; and though their opinion 
of the law itself was unaltered, which they made 
no scruble of openly declaring, yet they did not, 
on that account, hesitate about marching against 
the insurgents. They did not suppose that one 
obnoxious statute was any reason for over turning 
the Federal Constitution. The murmurs against 
the excise law in New Jersey had been converted 
into universal silence, because no man would ven- 
ture to express his discontent, at the hazard of be- 
ing suspected of being a friend to the insurgents, 
That the Democratic societies had produced the 
most mischievous effects in the Wes#ern counties 
there could be no question. Letters had been re- 
ceived from officers in the Army, who were the 
most respectable characters, and who, from au- 
thentic information, had affirmed the fact. It 
had been stated that these people would recrimi- 
nate upon the House, and it had even been hinted 
that their recriminations might effect the Presi- 
DENT. That man, said Mr. D., is above their 
censure. He believed that if their censures had 
any effect at all, it would be to do the Presipent 
honor. 

Mr. NicnoL_as.— When we see an attempt made 
in this House to reprobate whole societies, on ac- 
count of the conduct of individuals, it may truly 
be suspected that some of the members of this 
House have sore backs. The Presipent has been 
apprised of the absurdity of making this a Legisla 
tive business. Here Mr. N. read a passage from 
the Presipent’s Speech, to show, that the notice 
taken of self-created societies was not intended 
for a topic of discussion in that House. The pass- 
age was expressly addressed to every description 
of citizens: 

“ And when in the calm moments of reflection, they 
shall have retraced the origin and progress of the in- 
surrection, let them determine, whether it has been fo- 
mented by combinations of men, who, careless of con- 
sequences,” &c. 

Was this an address to the two Houses? Did 
this passage show that the Presipenr wanted 
them to intermeddle? Were they called upon to 
give an opinion? Where could be the pretence@gor 
anything of this sort? The House have made acts. 
The Democratic societies reprobate them, and 
then the House reprobate the Democratic socie- 
ties. When you first cut a man’s throat, and there- 
after call him a rascal, do you suppose that your 
accusation will affect the man’s reputation? ‘The 
House, by passing this vote of censure, would make 
themselves a party, and lose a title to unsuspected 
confidence. Mr. N. declared, that, for his own part. 
he never had any concern with these societies, nor 
ever to his knowledge had spent an hour with any 
person who was a member of them. He rather, 
if anything, despised them. He had always thought 
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them the very worst advocates for the cause which 
they espoused; but he had come two hundred 
miles to legislate, and not to reprobate private 
societies. He was not paid by his constituents 
for doing business of that sort. The Presipent 
knew the business of the House better than to call 
for any such votes of censure. 
condemn societies for particular acts. 
never should be a Democratical society in Ame- 
rica, said Mr. N., | would give my most hearty 
consent; but I cannot agree to persecution for the 
sake of opinions. With respect either to the pro- 
priety or the power of suppressing them, Mr.N. 
was in both cases equally of opinion that it was 
much better to let them alone. They must stand 
or fail by the general sentiments of the people of 
America. Is it possible that these societies can 
exist, for any length of time, when they are of no 
real use to the country? No. But this amend- 
ment will make the people at large imagine that 
they are of consequence. 

Mr. Dayron said, that these societies had pro- 
duced the Western insurrection, and, therefore, the 
Committee were just as well entitled to institute 
an inquiry in this case, as formerly, regarding the 
failure of the expedition of General St. Clair. 

The Committee now rose, and reported pro- 
gress, and had leave to sit again. 


Turspay, November 25. 

Another member, to wit: James GiLLespie, 
from North Carolina, appeared, and took his seat 
in the House. 

Mr. Murray, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the Presipenr to call 
out and station a corps of militia in the four West- 
ern counties of Pennsylvania, for a limited time ; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill extending the privi- 
lege of franking to James Whutre, the Delegate 
from the Southwestern Territory, and making 
provision for his compensation; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and re- 
ported an amendment, which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the aimend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Resolved, That the Presipent or ‘rue Unrrep 
States be requested to direct the proper officer 
to state to this House the difficulties and incon- 
veniences which have occurred in the execution 
of the act entitled “ An act more effectually to 
provide for the national defence, by establishing 
an uniform Militia throughout the United States.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Moore and Mr. Gorpon 
be appointed a committee to wait on the Prest- 
DENT with the foregoing resolution. 

The following Message was received from the 
PResipen’ or THE Unirep Sates: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


_T lay before you a statement of the troops in the ser- | it safe to exercise this right. 
vice of the United States, which has been submitted to 
3d Con.—30 


It was wrong to | 
That there | 
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me by the Secretary of War. It will rest with Con- 
gress to consider and determine whether further induce- 
ments shall be held out for entering into the military 
service of the United States, in order to complete the 
establishment authorized by law. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Unrren Srates, November 25, 1794. 


The said Message and statement were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 


THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH. 


The House went again into Committee of the 
Whole on the Address to the Presipen'r and the 
amendment of Mr. Frrz8imons—Mr. Coppin the 
Chair. 

Mr. Murray said, that he did not altogether 
like the wording of the amendment now before 
the House. He had hoped that some modifica- 
tion of it would have been prepared by some of 
its friends ; but as none was offered, and there was 
a call for the question, he would vote for it rather 
than against it. He said. that he had not been 
personally attacked by any of the tribunals in 
question, and no further injured by their machi- 
nations than as he was a eitizen of a free Repub- 
lic, in whose prosperity he felt the closest possible 
union, and in whose calamities he of course felt 
great sympathy. 
the late calamity, the Prestpent had traced and 
designated certain self-created societies, who had 
arrogated the management of public opinions and 
affairs, and whom he had declared to have been, 
in his opinion, instrumental in fomenting the late 
insurrection. Mr. M. confessed that he had fear- 
ed, last winter, lest the disorganizing spirit which 
had gone abroad in the shape of resolutions from 
these societies, would have produced the effect 
ascribed to them by the Prestpenr. The con- 
duct of the Democratic clubs, or those of them 
with which he had most acquaintance, appeared 
to him to have been instrumental to an event 
which threatened destruction to legitimate Go- 
vernment. If we believe this to be the case, Mr. 
M. knew no motive, duty, or policy, which ought 
to restrain us at this period from saying that we 
believe it, and from lamenting it. Our declara- 
tion will rather hold out a caution to the thought- 
less, than inflict legal penalties upon their follies. 
It will present to our fellow-citizens a memorable 
example of one source of error and political mis- 
fortune, by showing them the danger, which has 
already cost above twelve hundred thousand dol- 
lars. He could not see any evil that was to result 
from an expression of the opinion of the House, 
by the proposed amendment. It had not the quali- 
ty of law; for, if a law were proposed for the abo- 
lition of these societies, he would oppose it. This 
amendment to the Address would operate as an 
advice. It curtails not the right of a free press, 
which Mr. M. held to be the luminary of the pub- 
lie mind. It would tend to excite a judicious and 
salutary inquiry among many respecting the just 
and true limits within which a virtuous and en- 
lightened well-wisher to our country would think 
Of the inutility and 
danger of such societies in this country, he had 
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little doubt. The scene of their birth-place was 
well adapted to the wholesome display of their 
powers. In France, where a Despotism, impreg- 
nable to public opinion, had reigned—where no 
channel opened a sympathy by Representation 
with the great body of the nation—those societies 
were admirably adapted to break down and sub- 
vert the old bulwark of habitual authority. But 
in America the case was widely different. Look 
at the immense body of public functionaries, who 
in this country are elected immediately by the 
people, or by their electors, in a Constitutional 
mode, and say whether they are not adequate as 
functionaries to the public purposes of the coun- 
try. Including every description of Legislators, 
Councils, Governors, Courts, Jurors, and Sheriffs, 
there are above twelve thousand. Of these, more 
than eleven hundred are actual Legislators, be- 
sides the hundred in this House, and those above 
stairs. These allactin the States, counties, town- 
ships. and hundreds, in separate but relative cir- 
cles, so as to preclude a partial attention to any 
one scene, to the exclusion of another. The whole 
country is full of well-constituted organs of the 
People’s will. Many of these Legislatures are in 
session twice a year, and all of them annually. 
We might be confused by their immense number, 
were they not so admirably dispersed over the 
Continent, and did they not move under the guid- 
ance of the laws, with the harmony of the spheres. 
It would not be easy to organize the nation into 
a more multifarious shape. 

The case maintained by Mr. Dayron yesterday 
appeared to be strong. He said that we had in- 
quired into the defeat of St. Clair’s Army, and so 
we might into the causes of the insurrection. To 
point it out toa people so enlightened, will be to 
prevent it in future. If the House agree in opin- 
ion with the Presipenr, they will speak their 
opinion, and do theirduty. This declaration goes 
to the constituent body, through the Executive; 
and, while it gratifies their inquiries in a point of 
so much solicitude, it erects a warning beacon. 
It shows to them the stormy breakers which late- 
ly threatened the public peace with shipwreck, 
and invites them to adhere to pilots of their own 
choosing, and to charts with which they are ac- 
quainted. 

If the Prestpent had not thought some of the 
societies instrumental in producing the late ca- 
lamity, they would not have attracted his notice, 
nor that of the House. It is because they are be- 
lieved to have assisted and fomented the insur- 
rection, that our constituents ought to be warned 
against them; and that another necessity for ex- 
erting their patriotism may be saved to those brave 
men who are at present encountering every difti- 
culty in the West. These societies are not at- 
tended to, because, however offensive some of 
their proceedings and doctrines may have been, 
yet the rights of the press ought not to be freely 
handled. 

Mr. Firzsimons had no violent predilection for 
any performance of his own. He had, therefore, 
to prevent so much disputing, prepared to with- 
draw his motion, provided the Committee be 
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willing that he should do so, and, in the room of 
this motion, he would read another, for which he 
was indebted toa gentleman at his right hand, 
[Mr. B. Bourne. } 

The Committee consented. The former mo- 
tion was withdrawn, and the other was read. 
This was an echo of that part of the Speech of 
the Presipent which mentions self-created socie- 
ties. 

Mr. Curistiz then rose. He was sorry to dif- 
fer from his worthy colleague, [Mr. Murray, ] on 
the question then lotne the Committee ; and he 
was doubly sorry to hear that gentleman la- 
bor so strenuously to saddle a public odium on 
some of the best citizens of the State which he 
represented. Mr. C. should not have risen on the 
present occasion, although he thought it an im- 
portant one, had it not been to endeavor to rescue 
from public censure a society of gentlemen, who 
were described in the present amendment before 
the Committee, as objects of public opprobrium. 
Mr. C. alluded to the Republican Society of the 
town of Baltimore. If the present amendment 
took place, that society would be involved in ge- 
neral and undeserved censure. He would, there- 
fore, inform the House of what description of men 
the Republican Society of Baltimore consisted ; 
and then the Committee would be the best judges 
whether they ought to be rewarded in the manner 
in which the present amendment proposes. They 
are a society of gentlemen associated together 
for the purpose of diffusing political knowledg 
throughout the State of Maryland, and to instruc! 
their Representatives in Congress, and the Legis- 
lature of the State, in any point that they think 
necessary, and not for the purpose of sowing dis- 
sension among the citizens of America, or of cul- 
tivating dislike to the Union, or to the laws. Thi: 
society consists of men whose characters are su 
perior toany censure that might be thrown agains! 
them, by the mover of the amendment. But when 
Congress are about to cast an odium on a particu 
lar society, the members of which have every re- 
spect for that body, and have always inculcated 
obedience to the we ot the United States, Mr 
C. left it to the Committee to determine whether 
if they were themselves in the place of the Balti- 
more Society, they would not feel their sensibility 
materially wounded ? Was not this returning good 
for evil? He again reminded the Committee. 
that the Republican Society at Baltimore wa: 
composed of a band of patriots, noi the fair-wea- 
ther patriots of the present day, but tne patriots o! 
seventy-five, the men who were not afraid to rally 
around the American standard, when that station 
was almost concluded to be a forlorn hope. They 
were men who, with their persons and properties. 
had assisted to drive from the soil of America th: 
present lawless disturbers of the world. Are thes: 
the men, asked Mr. C., who ought to have all th! 
mass of Congressional odium cast upon them 
I trust not, sir. I trust, that if particular gentle- 
men are illiberal enough so censure them, yet that 
this House will never agree to such iniquitous 
measures. What was the conduct of this society 


when the first news of the late insurrection reach- 
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ed them? Did they not, in the most pointed man- 
ner, discountenance any such proceeding? Did 
they not refuse to correspond with any society that 
aided, or in any manner abetted, the insurrection ? 
They did more. They offered their personal ser- 
vices to go and help to crush this commotion in 
the bud. Mr. C. subjoined that he would venture 
to say, and at the same time he spoke within 
bounds, that nine-tenths of this society actually 
took up their muskets and marched into the field, 
for the above laudable purp se, and that numbers 
of them still continue there, and are the friends of 
peace and order, and not the disorganizers that the 
present amendment would make them. Mr. C. 
appealed to the candor of the Committee to say, 
whether the Baltimore self-created Republican 
Society were the description of men whom the 
PRESIDENT. in his Speech, meant todescribe. He 
was sure it was not. Therefore, why involve 
in this indiscriminate censure men who have de- 
served so well of their country ? men who, instead 
of having odium cast upon them, merit every 
praise which the Federal Government can be- 
stow. For these, and some other reasons, Mr. C. 
declared that he should vote against the amend- 
ment, and he trusted that he should vote in the 
majority. 

Mr. Murray rose to explain. He did not mean 
this society. It was the Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh societies. Mr. M. was acquainted with this 
society, and had the greatest respect for them. As 
for the meim')-rs of the other socicties. he was for 
gibbeting their principles only. 

Mr. Rurnerrorp.—This alarm is owing to an 
overgrown moneyed system, with which the peo- 
ple are not entirely satisfied. But the money- 
holders need not be afraid. The people will pay 
the public debt. Then why disturb the tranquility 
of the people? The Presipenr, in his Speech, 
points only at combinations over the mountains. 
As to the character of the Prestpenr himself, to 
praise him was like holding up a rush candle to 
let us see the sun. I have known that man, said 
Mr. R., for these forty years. I have had the 
honor of serving under him in the last war, and 
of frequently executing his wise and noble orders. 
The member declared that this amendment could 
answer no purpose but that of disturbing the pub- 
lic peace. He himself represented as respectable 
a district as any in Virginia. and he had as good 
opportunities as any gentleman in that House to 
know the tem»tr of Americans. They were firmly 
attached to the present Government, and the hold- 
ers of paper need not be so much afraid of Demo- 
cratic societies, for the people, to preserve the 
tranquility, were determined to discharge the pub- 
lic debt, no matter how it was contracted, and, 
therefore, it would be much better not to harass 
the public mind with amendments like that on the 
table. 

Mr. Gixes said, that he had an amendment to 
propose that would, he hoped, meet with the ap- 
probation of a certain description of gentlemen in 
that Committee. His amendment was to strike 
out the words “self-created societies,” from the 
amendment of Mr. Frrasimons, and insert “the 


President’s Speech. 











~ [Hor R. 


Democratic societies of Philadelphia, New York, 
and Pittsburg.” Gentlemen could then have 
some specific object at which they could say that 
their vote of censure was levelled; for the general 
expression of self-created, comprehended every so- 
ciety of any kind inthe Union. For his own part, 
he was very far from wanting to censure any set 
of men for their political opinions. 

Mr. Parker seconded the motion for striking 
out, but he would not consent to the imsertion 
proposed by Mr. Gites. 

Mr. Sepewick thought that the amendment 
stands better as it is at present. 

Mr. VENABLE said, that there was a paper on 
that table, (he referred to the letter from Mr. Ha- 
MILTON to the PresipeNnT,) which showed that 
the combinations in the western counties began 
their existence at the very same time with the 
Excise law itself. It was, therefore, entirely ime 
proper to ascribe them to Democratic societies. 
Should Government, said Mr. V., come forward 


and show their imbecility by censuring what we 
cannot punish? The people have a right to think 
and a right to speak. Iam not afraid to speak my 
sentiments. Iam not afraid of being called a dis- 


organizer. I am,as much as any gentleman in 
this Committee, a friend to regular government. 

Mr. Dexrrer believed that such societies were, in 
themselves, wrong, but he was still not for making 
laws against them. He had, however, numerous 
objections to their conduct. One of these was, 
that they erected themselves into a model for the 
rest of their fellow-citizens to copy. The great 
principle of Republicanism was, that the minority 
should submit to the will of the majority. But 
these people have e'evated themselves into tyrants. 
Such societies are proper in a country where Go- 
vernment is despotic, but it is improper that such 
societies should exist in a free country like the 
United States, and hence Mr. D. was a friend to 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Frrzstmons. It 
had been said, that it was unusual to give opin- 
ions of this kind, but, in reality the House were 
in the practice of expressing their sentiments on 
matters of that sort, in such addresses as the one 
now before them. Mr. D. was decidedly against 
the amendment of the amendment proposed by 
Mr. GILEs. 

Mr. Nicno.tas.—Gentlemen have brought us 
into a discussion, and then say we must decide as 
they please, in deference tothe Presipent. This 
is the real ground and foundation of their argu- 
ments. But who started this question? If the 
gentlemen have brought themselves iuto a diffi- 
culty with regard to the Presipenr, by their par- 
ticipation in proposing votes of censure, which 
they cannot carry through, they have only to blame 
themselves. Is it expected, said Mr. N., that lam 
to abandon my independence for the sake of the 
Presipent? He never intended that we should 
take any such notice of his reference to these so- 
cieties; but if the popularity of the Presipent 
has, in the present case, been committed, let those 
who have hatched this thing,and who have brought 
it forward, answer for the consequences. This 
whole question turns upon a matter of fact, which 
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ought to be proved, viz: Have the Democratic | erecting an oppressive aristocracy, and a paper 
societies been one of the principal causes of the | nobility. There is not a man among them, who 
Western insurrection? This is a matter of fact, | is able to write, and who does not know that these 
or otherwise, and it depends upon direct evidence. | assertions are false. As to the assumption of the 
But, how do gentlemen handle this question ?| debts of individual States, it has been said that this 
They digress into abstract propositions, a thing | measure was undertaken for the purpose of making 
never heard of before, where a matter of fact was | up a large debt. There was no such thing. Be- 
to be proved. Isay, where direct proof is wanted, | fore the adoption of the new Constitution, of which 
we see gentlemen standing on the floor for half an | Mr. 8. considered the Funding and Assumption 
hour together, without attempting to advance a| Systems to be essential preliminaries, the credit 
single fact in support of their assertions; yet this | and commerce of America were declining or gone. 
is the only admissible kind of evidence that the |The States were disagreeing at home, and the 
societies are from their nature unfriendly to the | American name was disgraced abroad. It was 
Federal Government. not to be supposed that every one of the measures 
Mr. N. then adverted to a remark which had | of the new Government could please every body 
been made, that libels were daily prosecuted in this | Among the rest, excise was objected to in both 
country, from which it was inferred that calum- | Houses of Congress; but at last the good sense o! 
nious attacks on Government were the just objects | the people acquiesced. At this erisis, a foreign 
of reprehension. Mr. N. said, that the comparison | agent (Genet) landed at Charleston. On his way 
was not fair, because in a case of libel, the parties | to this city, he was attended by the hosannahs of 
accused have a proper opportunity to defend them- | all the disaffected. He did the utmost mischief 
selves. Have these people here, (the Democratic | that was in his power; and in consequence of his 
societies) any such opportunity? It has been al-| efforts, Democratic societies sprung up. Mr. 8. 
leged, as a crime against them, that they have | here gave a particular account of some proceed 
never once published any approbation of any mea- | ings of a society in Virginia, of more than usual 
sure of Government. Mr. N. argued that this | boldness. He quoted some of their expressions rela- 
arose from the very nature of their institution, | tive to a very illustrious character, the PresipEn’, 
which was to watch the errors of the Legislature | and added that perhaps the individuals who com- 
and Executive, and point out to the public what | posed this society were in themselves too despi- 
they considered to be mistakes. Faults were the | cable to deserve any notice in this place. He did 
only kind of facts which they were in quest of.| not know whether they were or not. [Mr. S. was 
Here Mr. N. drew a material distinction. If these | here interrupted by a member from Virginia, and 
societies had censured every proceeding of Go- | an explanation ensued.] 
vernment, there would have been the greatest rea-| He then returned to the subject of excise. He 
son for taking some measures. But what was the | said that it was to be noticed, and he proclaim 
case? As to an immense number of the proceed- | ed it here, that antecedent to the Democratic so 
ings of the Executive and Legislature, they had | cieties making their appearance, the flame of dis 
taken no notice whatever. content seemed smothered. But these men told th: 
Mr. Sepewick thought that the Presipent | people that they would be slaves. Was not this 
would have been defective in his duty, had he| wrong? They should have told what was well 
omitted to mention what he religiously believed | done as well as illdone. From Portland, in Maine 
to be true, viz: that the Democratic societies had | to the other end of the Continent, have they eve: 
inagreat measure originated the late disturbances. | approved of one single act? They have scruti- 
It was theindispensable duty of the Prestpenr to | nized with eagle eyes into every fault. Whom 
speak as he had spoken. The present amendment, | are we to trust, them, or the man that, more than 
fof Mr. Frrsimons] would have a tendency to| any other human man ever did, possesses the al- 
plunge these societies into contempt, and to sink | fection of a whole people? The question is, shall 
them still farther into abhorrence and detestation. | we support the Constitution or not? , 
He pronounced them to be illicit combinations.| Mr. McDowe.t rose to make an apology for 
One gentleman [Mr. Nicuo.as] tells you, that he | some words which had escaped him the day be- 
dispises them most heartily. nother [Mr. Ly-| fore. He did not expect to have been so smartly 
MAN] says that they begin to repent. Will the| handled. He had been forcibly struck at the time, 
American people perversely propose toshoulderand | and had spoken from a momentary impulse. In 
bolster up these despised and repenting societies, | substance. however, he adhered to all his former 
which are now tumbling into dust and contempt? | allegations. He still persisted in believing that 
Their conduct differed as far froma fair and hon-| the excise laws were shapen in darkness. He 
orable investigation, as Christ and Belial. They | apologized for some part of his heat, from having 
were men prowling in the dark. God is my judge, | seen and suffered so much by Despotie Govern 
said Mr. S. that I would not wish to check a fair | ment during the last war in which this gentleman 
discussion. | supported the character of a brave and able officer. 
One gentleman [Mr. McDowe tt] had told the} Mr. Hittnouse approved of the amendment as 
Committee. that the Assumption and Funding | proposed by Mr. Frrzstmons. Constituents mare 
transactions were a cause of public discontent. It | no scruple to tell Representatives of their faults, 
has been the trick of these people to make this | and he saw no reason why Representatives might! 
assertion. They have said that the Funding Sys- | not tell constituents of theirs? The resolutions 
tem is a mass of favoritism, for the purpose of | of Democratic societies printed in newspapers, had 
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spirited up the people in ee Wesen counties to 

resistance. They had weakly fancied that the 
American nation would not stand by their Consti- 
tution and their Presipent. But for the publica- 
tion of these resolutions, there would have been 
no insurrection. This was a piece of information 
which the people of the United States had a right 
to know. It was the duty of that House to let them 
know it. The Presipent had done his duty. Mr. 
H. did not consider the amendment of My. Frrz- 
SIMONS as an indiscriminate censure levelled at 
these societies; he thought it only a suitable an- 
swer to a part of the PRESIDENT’S Speech. 

Mr. Parker concluded this long debate by the 
following remarks. He did not think that Demo- 
cratic societies were so far to blame as had been 
imagined. He suspected that the Presipen’r him- 
self, for whose character and services he felt as 
much respect and gratitude as any man in Ame- 
rica, had been misinformed on this point. It would 
be absurd to say, that the Western disturbances 
originated from the publications of Democratic 
societies, if it could be proved to the satisfaction 
of the Committee, that such disturbances had be- 
gun, long before any of the associations alluded to 
had ‘abeing. To prove this position, Mr. P. desired 
that the Clerk might read a passage from the letter 
on that affair, written by Mr. Hamilton, and which 
has already been published in-all the newspapers. 
The Clerk accordingly read a part of the letter. 
from which Mr. P. inferred that his inference was | 
incontestable, and he then stated the absurdity of 


making the Democratic publications the origin of | 


a discontent, which existed before them. He was 
satisfied that the Prestvenr did not wish this 
thing echoed; and that he would entirely disap- 
prove of the proposed persecution. Mr. P. said, 
that he had the honor of being an honorary member 
of a Democratic society. Personally he knew 
nothing of the gentlemen, but he understood that 
they were r respectable characters; and that they 
were friends to good order and the Federal Go- 
vernment, there could be no question, for when 
the Embargo was laid last Spring, and some ves- 
sels had been attempting to get off, these vigilant 
citizens armed and embodied themselves and pre- 
vented the execution of the design. With all his 
respect for the PrResIDENT, he was not to give up 
his opinions for the sake of any man. He was | 
convinced that all this violent declamation and | 
irritation in the House would do a great deal of | 
mischief, and would have an effect exactly the re- 
verse of what was designed by the amendment as 
it first stood. A gentleman [Mr. Dexter] had | 
spoken of town meetings, as the proper vehicles for 
the communication of political ideas, and had 
drawn a comparison between these and Demo- 
cratic societies. Mr. P. requested that it might be 
noticed, that in the Southern States there neither 
were nor could be such things as town meetings, 
because the population was too thin and too wide- 
ly seattered. They were, therefore, to make the 
best of it which they could, and meet and delibe- 
rate, no matter where, whenever they found a con- 
venient opportunity. Mr. P. expressed, in strong 
terms, the aversion that his constituents would 
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feel to this species of censorship. He enmeduites 
with these words: “ They love your Government 
much, but they love their independence more.” 

The question was then called for on striking out 
the word, “self-created” from the new amendment 
of Mr. Frrzsimons. For the amendment of Mr. 
GiLes, ayes 47, noes 45. This amendment, was, 
therefore, adopted. 

Mr. Gives then proposed an amendment, after 
the words, “ combinations of men,” by adding, “in 
the four Western counties of Pennsylvania.” 

Mr. Harr ey said, that the gentleman should 
have added, “and a county in Virginia.” This 
amendment of Mr. Gites was rejected. 

The Committee now rose, and reported the 
amendments to the House. 


Wepnespay, November 26. 

An engrossed bill, extending the privilege of 
franking to James Wuirs, the “Delegate from the 
Southwestern Territory, and making provision for 
his compensation, was read the third time, and 
passe rd. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter, 
signed Oliver Wolcott, jr.,on behalf of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, accompanied with estimates 
of the sums necessary to be appropriated for the 
service of the year 1795; also, statements of the 
| application of certain sums of money granted by 
| laws which were read, and ordered to be com- 
| mitted to a Committee of the Whole House. 

A motion was made and seconded that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring 
| in a bill to increase the pay, and regulate the other al- 
lowances hereafter to be given to non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, of the troops on the 
Military Establishment of the United States, and of the 
Militia, when called into actual service, and to ascertain 
the time when the pay of the Militia shall, in future, 
commence ; and to make further and more ample pro- 
vision for the pay of the Militia on the present expedi- 
tion to Fort Pitt:” 

Ordered, That the said motion be referred to 
| the committee appointed to prepare and report a 
plan for the better organizing, arming, and dis- 
| ciplining the Militia of the United States. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole House on the bill to authorize the Pre- 





-| SIDENT to call out and station a corps of militia in 


| the four Western counties of Pennsylvania, for a 
limited time; and, after some time spent therein, 
| the Chairman reported that the Committee had 
| had the said bill under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto ; which were severally 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole House, to whom was referred the Ad- 
dress to the PresipeNT oF THE Unirep States, 
in answer to his Speech to both Houses. 
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The Speaker read that amendment, in which 
the words self-created societies and had been yes- 
terday expunged, after a long debate, and upon 
the motion of Mr. Gites, from an amendment of 
Mr. Fitzsimons. 

A pause of a few minutes ensued. At last Mr. 
Dayton, rose and said, that if nobody else would 
make the motion he should make it, for replacing 
the words self-created societies and in the amend- 
ment to the Address. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp declared that he would op- 
pose these words to the last. If the Democratic 
societies spoke nonsense, people would despise 
them. If they spoke otherwise, the people would 
esteem them, in defiance of any vote of censure of 
that House. The people do not look on them with 
a great deal of reverence, but still they wish to 
hear them. By the turn which the debate has 
now taken, if any man is in favor of these societies, 
the President is drawn across his face. A!\ the 
jealousies with regard to the attaclment of the 
people, are mere nonsense. In the district which 
Mr. R. represents, there was not a single Demo- 
cratic society. But these societies contain many 
valuable and excellent characters. It answers no 

urpose then to pass votes of this kind. Perhaps 
Deinocratic societies have sometimes done wrong, 
but this was not a proper foundation for condemn- 
ing them in while. Every Government under 
Heaven hath a tendency to degenerate into tyran- 
ny. Letthe people then speak out. Why not let 
them speak out? What occasion is there for all 
this alarm among the stockholders? A man falls 
from his horse, and, while stunned by the blow, 
he says to his neighbor, is not the universe fallen? 
Just so the paper-holders have got a small alarm 
about their stock on account of this war, and in 
their fright imagine that the Continent is ready 
for an insurrection. He repeatedly observed, in 
the course of his remarks, that the country was in 
a state of the greatest prosperity and tranquility, 
if gentlemen would not rouse them with the pre- 
sent idle motion, from which he boded no good 
consequence. He repeatedly affirmed that all was 
well. 

Mr. Dayton inquired whether all could be well, 
when it had been requisite to raise an army of fif- 
teen thousand men to quella rebellion? Was it 
a mark of that universal tranquility and satisfac- 
tion of which the gentleman spoke, that an hun- 
dred and fifty men were now prisoners, and about 
to be tried for high treason? Could all be well 
in a country from whence large bodies of men had 
lately fled ina state of rebellion ? He understood 
that the Democratic societies had been given up 
by all the members, as at any rate contemptible 
and useless, if not pernicious. 

Mr. Gites declared that he felt his situation 
extremely delicate. On one hand it was highly 
painful to differ from the gentlemen on the other 
side of the question. It was likewise, extremely 
disagreeable to be engaged in saying anything that 
aan seem to thwart the sentiments of the Pre- 
SIDENT, or imply any want of deference or polite- 
ness for so emiment a character. He had en- 
deavoredto show that the Presipentreally never 
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wanted or wished for any echo of this nature. 
and he was still convinced that such was the fact. 
He was desirous for conciliation, but he never 
could attempt to purchase it, by an abandonment 
of opinion, without conviction that he was wrong. 
He now saw evidently that conciliation could not 
be obtained. He had done every thing in his 

ower to obtain the best information. He had 
faened attentively to all sides, and if conviction 
had come home to his mind, he would have an- 
nounced the alteration of his sentiments. There 
was one circumstance in particular which per- 
suaded him that the arguments employed on the 
opposite side were erroneous, which was, that gen- 
tlemen, who on other topics had been clear and 
logical, could not, on this subject, bring themselves 
to any definite construction. At the same time, 
after hearing so many eloquent harangues for two 
days past, he could not suspect them for any want 
of natural ingenuity. One member, [Mr. Mor- 
RAY,]| had inveighed against all societies, but wien 
pushed hard, he excepted the Republican Society 
of Baltimore. A gentleman from Massachusetts 
had included them all in one general sweep ot 
reprobation. [Here Mr. Dexrer rose, and in- 
quired if Mr. Gites meant him. He received for 
answer, that he was not meant. Mr. Sepewick 
was the gentleman referred to, and he explained 
that all the societies of this sort which he ever 
heard of had done mischief; and as to the Balti- 
more Republican Society, he learned yesterday 
for the first time, that such a body had an exist- 
ence. Farther about them, he could not say.} 
After this interruption, Mr. Gites reverted to an 
examination of what had fallen from Mr. Mvr- 
RAY. That gentleman had declared, that he would 
dress the press. [Here Mr. Murray stopped Mr 
Gites by denying that he ever said any such 
thing.| Mr. Gites declared that he was sorry i! 
he had misquoted him. He should be happy to 
be interrupted by any member whom he might 
happen to misquote. He was glad to be set right. 
Mr. Murray then repeated the words which he 
had used, or rather part of them. Mr. M. said, 
that he was sorry for having expressed himself in 
such a way as to be liable to be misinterpreted, 
but sometimes it was difficult to avoid an am- 
biguity, or incompleteness of expression. [In the 
notes of the reporter of the sketch of yesterday, 
the whole sentence as pronounced by Mr. Mur- 
RAY, stands as follows: “ The rights of the press 
ought not to be freely handled. The probe that 
would reach the bottom of the sore, might give a 
spasm to the finest nerve in the organs of freedom. 
We may point out the sore to our constituents. 
and though it might be empiricism to cut it out. 
we may give it an emollient dressing, and trust 
to the soundness of the National Constitution, and 
the regimen of reflection for the cure.” We hav: 
here inserted this passage of Mr. Murray’s speech 
of yesterday, in justice to that gentleman, because 
it seemed evident this day, that he himself could 
not distinctly recollect it; and on this passage 
it was that Mr. Gites founded his affirmation tha! 
Mr. Murray wanted to dress the press. | 

Mr. Gixes proceeded to draw a parallel between 
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what is now endeavored to be done in the House 
of Representatives, and what has lately been done 
in France. When once the business of denuncia- 
tion begins, nobody can tell where it will end. 
Robespierre, its great progenitor, has been its vic- 
tim, and who can tell what kind of retorts may 
be attempted in America. The idea is not new; 
and has always, in the end, led to the destruction 
of the parties who were its authors. Mr. G. then 
adverted to the style of eloquence that has lately 
been introduced into this place. We have had 
two days of declamation. Looking at Mr. Sepe- 
wick, he said, that one would think Demosthenes 
and Cicero had risen from the dust, and revisited 
this earth to inculcate their favorite maxim of 
Actio! Actio! He was sorry to say, what he 
feared was true, that there was at least as much 
personal irritation, as deliberate judgment, em- 
ployed on this question, and more he doubted of 
the former than of the latter. 

The House had proposed to denounce the Demo- 
cratic societies. It was impossible to see where 
such a business might end; perhaps the Democrats, 
when they got uppermost, would denounce the 
anti-Democrats. Mr. G. said that he employed 
this dast term, because the term of Aristocrats 
would, he believed, be unacceptable to every party 
in the Union. The present amendment con- 
founded the innocent with the guilty. Many 
brave men hadstepped forward from these societies 
on the present occasion. Indeed there were no 
proofs that any member of these societies had 
been guilty. The Baltimore Republican Society 
were among the very first who took up arms to 
suppress the insurrection, and, if Mr. G. was not 
misinformed, many of the Philadelphia Demo- 
crats had done the same. The impropriety, there- 
fore, of this vote of censure, would strike all 
America. Mr. G. remarked, that he would be 
very glad to know what Congress would say to 
any gentleman, a member of a Democratic so- 
ciety, who had gone to suppress the Western in- 
surrection. He wished for leave of the Commit- 
tee to personify such a man. “I am,” said he, “a 
member of a Democratic society. I am likewise 
a member of a Republican society. The moment 
that 1 heard of the Western insurrection, I took 
up my musket as a volunteer, and marched three 
hundred miles to suppress the insurrection.” Mr. 
G. could give the address, but he was altogether at 
a loss for what sort of answer could be made to 
such a gentleman. It had been said, that when 
people censured the House, that the House were 
entitled to return the compliment by censuring 
them. This position Mr.G.denied. No. sir, said 
he, the public have a right to censure us, and we 
have not a right to censure them. We have a 
title, as individuals, but when we undertake this 
business in the shape of a Legislative body, we 
are as much a self-created society, as any Demo- 
cratic club in the Union. We are neither au- 
thorized by the Constitution, nor paid by the citi- 
zens of the United States, for assuming the office 
of censorship. Look into the Constitution. We 
are authorized to legislate, but will gentlemen 
show me a clause authorizing us to pass votes of 











censure, or, above all, to pass votes of censure and 
reprobation on our constituents? Sir, if such a 
clause had been inserted in the Constitution, it 
never would have gone through. The people never- 
would have suffered it. Mr. G. here enlarged on 
the impropriety of wasting the time of the Com- 
mittee and the treasure of the United States on 
three or four words of an Address. It was said, 
that this was a delicate subject. Why, then med- 
dle with it? We are leaving the majesty of the 
people behind us by this kind of trifling. Gentle- 
men express their attachment to the liberty of the 
press, and they affirm that by this vote of censure 
they will not encroach upon it. The distinction 
is extremely minute between the office of a cen- 
sor and that of a legislator. It is likely that they 
may be very soon contounded together. 

Mr. G. requested gentlemen to look at the obvi- 
ous consequences of what they were doing. It 
had been said that this vote of censure would sink 
the societies—they were tumbling into dust and 
contempt. Why, in the newspapers of this very 
morning, a meeting was advertised for to-morrow 
night. This was the natural progress of things. 
Here Mr. G. explained the apparent prospect that 
the newspapers will presently be suffocated with 
columns of votes, resolutions, and epistolary lum- 
ber of all sorts. He then stated an important dis- 
tinction. Many people who condemn the pro- 
ceedings of the Democratic societies, yet will not 
choose to see them divested of the inalienable 
privilege of thinking, of speaking, of writing, and 
of printing. Persons may condemn the abuse in 
exercising a right, and yet feel the strongest sym- 
pathy with the right itself. Are not Muir and 
Palmer, and the other martyrs of Scotch despot- 
ism, toasted from one end of the Continent to the 
other? And why is itso? These men asserted 
the right of thinking, of speaking, of writing, and 
of printing. Yet even their treatment, shocking 
as it was, did not come quite up to that proposed 
in the Committee for the Democratic societies; 
for even these people had at least the semblance 
of a trial, but the Democratic societies have not 
even that. There is only one paper on the table that 
brings any evidence on the subject, and that paper 
expressly tells us that the seeds of the Western in- 
surrection were planted by the very first introduc- 
tion of the Exeise law, that is to say, some years 
before the Democratic societies hada being. The 
Excise and the opposition to it began together. 
The Democratic societies, when they heard of 
the insurrection, concurred in a most explicit re- 
probation of it, and published their resolutions to 
that purpose. Mr. G. said that he himself could 
not be said to have an aversion to excise, for he 
had been a friend to the principle, and had only 
voted against the law itself, because it was not 
restricted to a limited time. Mr. G. said, that he 
had been an object of calumny, misrepresentation, 
and abuse ; but this should not hinder him from 
proceeding in the direct line of conscious recti- 
tude. He should always preserve that dignity of 
conduct, to treat abuse with silent contempt. 

I have been, said Mr. G., and I still am dissatis- 
fied with the Funding System. Its object, at first 
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was to divide the people of the United States into 
two classes, debtors and creditors. Let us have 
the privilege of honestly paying this Debt. This 
is the sore, and it is no wonder if the patient some- 
times winces under it. ay off the Public Debt, 
and I assure you that my censures of Gov ernment 
shall be at an end. Mr. G. said. that he had felt 
a pain in differing from the gentlemen on the 
other side of the question. He pressed the idea 
upon their attention. He quoted that passage in 
the Speech which has already been cited, m a 
former sketch of this debate, by Mr. Nicnotas, 
and where the Presipen’ addresses himself to 
every description of citizens. Mr. G. inferred that 
the Presipentr did not wish Congress to inter- 
meddle in the business. It was not them, but the 
pare to whom he addressed himself, and whom 
1e wished to become censors. He was, therefore, 
consistent with the Presipenr; but, even had he 
differed from so great an authority, he enjoyed 
the consolation of having come forward to oppose 
the very first step made in America to curb public 
opinion. It had yesterday been alleged, as the 
very worst trait in the character of Democratic 
societies, that they began their business after 
dinner, bolted their doors, and voted in the dark. 
This was a very alarming and detestable species 
of conduct! Whether the accusation were true, 
or not, Mr. G. could not tell from personal know- 
ledge, for he knew nothing about these societies, 
but from report. But, Mr. Chairman, (pointing 
to the roof of the room,) is there no other place 
where people bolt their doors, and vote in the 
dark? Is there not a branch of our Legislature 
which transacts its business in this way? And, 
while things are so, does it become us to censure 
other people for voting in the dark? We have 
been drawn into this thing as a point of deference 
and politeness to the Presipenr; and, because 
nothing could give Mr. G. greater pain than even 
an appearance of differing from the PRESIDENT, 
he could wish that nothing of this kind should 
appear upon the Journals, but that an explicit vote 
might be avoided by the previous question. He 
had wished for an accommodation, but gentlemen 
had got on the pressing system, and nothing less 
than all which they wanted would content them. 
No accommodation was, in their eyes, admissible. 

Mr. G. concluded his speech by declaring, that 
if he had, upon the present occasion, overstepped 
the bounds of his habitual calmness, he was sorry 
for it, and wished to apologize to the Committee ; 
but that his warmth arose from his profound as- 
tonishment at the imprudence of agitating the 
presentamendment. Whatever might be the style 
of his delivery, he had not uttered a single idea 
which was not produced by deliberate reflection 
and by honest conviction. 

Mr. Boupinot thought that speakers had wan- 
dered from their proper line of argument. If any 
bystander had come into the House, to hear the 
debates of this day, without a previous knowledge 
of the point in dispute, it would have been impos- 
sible for him even to conjecture what question was 
before the Committee. It had been said, that we 
ought not to censure where we cannot punish 
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By the same rule, we ought not to approve where 
we cannot reward. It was urged, that, if Demo- 
cratic societies are unlawful, we ought to punish 
them; but, if otherwise, we ought to let them 
alone. Mr. B. denied this axiom. Many things 
were extremely deserving of censure, which it 
was impossible to punish. He stated, as a point 
in law, that if a person were to call him a rascal 
and a villain, an action would not lie, unless he 
could specify an injury suffered by this assertion. 
He employed as an argument, against the whole 
opposition to the original amendment, that no so- 
cleties were included in this censure but such as 
were guilty. Self-created societies had done such 
and such athing; but the PresipenrT neither said, 
nor intended to say, nor was it possible to misin- 
terpret his words into an intention of saying, that 
all self-created societies had been partners in ex- 
citing the Western insurrection. The amendment, 
therefore, included nothing like an indiscriminate 
censure, for it was levelled only at the guilty. The 
whole reasoning, therefore, of the gentleman, on 
opposite side of the question, was entirely out of 
place. Gentlemen proceeded upon an utter mis- 
application. It wasasked, what good would follow 
from this vote of censure? Mr. B. foresaw sub- 
stantial advantages. It would operate as a warn- 
ing, both to the ‘societies themselves and to other 
citizens of the United States. 

Mr. Scorr and Mr. Ames were both up at the 
same time. The latter gentleman immediately sat 
down. Mr. 8. began by “observing, that he had lived 
for twenty-five years in the very midst of the 
place (Washington county ) where the insurrection 
broke out. He knew that there were self-created 
societies in that part of the country, and he like- 
wise knew that they had inflamed the insurrec- 
tion; for some of the leaders of those societies had 
likewise been the leaders of the riots. The Speech 
of the Prestpent, and the Letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, were, in every particular, 
strictly true. Mr. S. himself, who was in the 
very midst of the scene, could not have givena 
more candid and accurate account of it, than that 
of the Presipent and Mr. Hamivron. Whether 
other Democratical societies, besides those in the 
four Western counties, had assisted in kindling 
the disturbances, Mr. could not say. Their 
publications we have all seen. Further, Mr. 8. 
knew nothing, and thus far every member knew 
as much as himself. Before he sat down, there 
was one point which he anxiously pressed upon 
the House, and this was, that these deluded people 
were objects of real pity. They were, in the first 
place, grossly ignorant, and they had been per- 
suaded, by an utmost diligence of situation, that 
the American Government was, even in theory, 
the very worst in the world; and next, that, in 
practice, it was executed much worse than any 
other Government under the sun. Mr. 5S. ob- 
served, that when people had got this length in 
absurdity, it was not difficult to make them fight 
against such a Government. 

Mr. Ames began with expressing his pleasure 
that he had sat down to give way to Mr. Scorr 
to speak ; but this every one must see was attend- 
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ed with a personal sacrifice ; and it was manifestly | on. Among them, he explicitly reckons the self- 
a disadvantage to bring forward his observations | created societies and combinations of men to be 
immediately after thoge of that gentleman, because | one. The Senate as plainly charge that as one of 
they were too remarkable for their pertinence and | the causes. The Prestpent, in his reply to the 
strength to encourage the attempts of their oppo- | Senate, expresses his high satisfaction that they : 
nents to invalidate, or his own to enforce them. concur with him in opinion. Here Mr. A. read 

He requested Mr. Gies, and he urged it strongly | the passages in the Speech, Address, and Answer 
on the House, to consider maturely how large a| to the Address. He said further, that an amend- 
yart of the argument he had to answer. Mr. GiLes | ment was now offered to the House, expressed, as 

ad been occupied in refuting what nobody had | nearly as may be, in the very words of the Prest- 
asserted, and in proving what nobody had denied. | penr ; an objection is urged against this amend- 
It would appear to every person, at a glance, that,| ment that the proposition contained in it is not 
after so large a deduction should be made, the ad-| true in fact. It is also said, that although it were 
vocate of the amendment would be left almost | true, it would be dangerous to liberty to assent to 
without an adversary. itin our Answer to the Speech. It is moreover, 

He observed, it would be amusing, and not with-| say they, improper, unnecessary, and indecent, to ; 
out its uses, to turn a moment from the debate,to| mention the self-created societies. The amend- 14 
inquire What would be said of yesterday’s deci- | ment now urged upon the House has been put to 4 
sion. Fame already bears it on all her wings, and | vote in the Committee of the Whole House, and 
yroclaims it with all her tongues, that Congress | rejected. What will the world say, and that too 
am been engaged in trying the Democratic clubs; | from the evidence of our own records, if we reject 
and curiosity stands a tiptoe on all our Post Roads | it again in the House? Will it not be proclaimed 
for the answer, which is already gone forth.| that we reject the motion and give force and va- 
Forty-seven members were for the clubs, and | lidity to the objections? Do we adopt such objec- 
forty-five against them, so that the clubs gained | tions? Are the Committee consenting tothe shame 
the victory. of having them charged upon the Committee as 

Is this true? I dare appeal, (said Mr. Amus,) | the principles by which they have guided our de- 
to you, sir, and to every other patriotic bosom, | cision? We are not, Mr. A. was sure we are not; 
that it is not true ; a large majority, and [ may | for with a very few exceptions—I wish there were 
even say, with pride and pleasure, almost all the | none—both sides have united in reprobating the 
members who hear me, despise and abominate the | self-created societies. Surely, then, gentlemen 
clubs as sincerely as the words of the Presipent’s | will not hesitate to rescind a vote which is not 
Speech, the answer of the Senate, his reply to| less deceptive than it is pernicious? For, if we 
them, or the amendment now before us can im-| adopt the amendment, it will appear that all the 
ply it. branches of the Government are agreed in senti- 

How happens it, that the real sentiments of the | ment. If we reject it, what will it proclaim less i 
House are so much misrepresented by the vote? | than imbecility and discord? What will faction 
I shall be pardoned if I undertake to explain this | interpret it to import short of this? “The Prest- 
enigma. ‘Two reasons have been suggested in| pen’ and Senate have denounced the self-created 
private conversation, as well as in debate, which | societies alluded to in the Speech, and this House 
will account for the vote of yesterday, and which, | has stepped forward for their protection.” Besides 
on being stated and re-examined, will afford good | the unspeakable dishonor of this patronage, is it 
cause for changing it to-day. The first is, that we | not rekindling the fire-brands of sedition? is it not 
have nothing to do with the clubs. We hold] unchaining the demon of anarchy ? 
them in too much contempt to have anything to| Few as the apologists of the clubs have been, 
say to them, or about them. They are not worth | the solemnity and perseverance of their appeal to 
notice. This contempt had the appearance yes- | principles, demand for it an examination. 
terday of countenance and patronage. The right to form political clubs has been urged, 

The other motive suggested is, if the words self- | as if it had been denied. It is not, however, the 
created societies should be struck out, the amend- | right to meet, it is the abuse of the right after they 
ment will still contain the substance of the propo- | have met, that is charged upon them. Town meet- 
sition contended for; which is to reprobate the | ing are authorized by law, yet they may be called | 
combinations of men against law. This descrip-| for seditious or treasonable purposes. The legal 
tion will include the clubs, as well as any other | right of the voters in that case would be an ag- 
wicked combinations that have had any agency in | gravation, not an excuse, for the offence. But if 
the insurrection. persons meet in a club with an intent to obstruct 

How far the one or the other of these motives | the laws, their meeting is no longer innocent or 
ought to influence those who have entertained | legal; it is a crime. 
them to vote against the amendment for inserting} The necessity for forming clubs has been alleged 
the words “self-created societies and,” will appear | with some plausibility in favor of all the States, 
by a survey of the true posture of the question. except New England, because town meetings are 

Here Mr. Ames stated, that it was the duty of} little known, and not practicable in a thinly set- 
the Prestpenr, by the Constitution, to inform | tled country. But if people have grievances, are 
Congress of the state of the Union. That he had | they to be brought to a knowledge of them only 
accordingly in his Speech stated the insurrection | by clubs? Clubs may find out more complaints 
and the causes which (he thought) had brought it | against the laws than the sufferers themselves had 
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dreamed of. The number of those which a man 
will learn from his own and his neighbor’s expe- 
rience will be quite sufficient for every salutary 
purpose of reform in the laws, or of relief to the 
citizens. He may petition Congress, his own Re- 
presentative will not fail to advocate, or, at least, 
to present and explain his memorial. As a juror, 
he applies the law; as an elector, he effectually 
controls the legislators. A really aggrieved man 
will be sure of sympathy and assistance within 
this body, and with the public. The most zealous 
advocate of clubs may think them useful, but he 
will not insist on their being indispensably so. 

The plea for their usefulness seems to rest on 
their advantage of meeting for political informa- 
tion. The absurdity of this pretence could be ex- 
posed in a variety of views. I shall decline (said 
Mr. A.) a detailed consideration ‘of the topic. I 
would just ask, however, whether the most in- 
flamed party men, who usually lead the clubs. are 
the best organs of authentic information? Whether 
they meet in darkness; whether they hide their 
names, their numbers, and their doings; whether 
they shut their doors to admit information ? 

A laudable zeal for inquiry need not shun those 
those who could satisfy it; it need not blush in 
the daylight. With open doors and an unlimited 
freedom of debate, political knowledge might be 
introduced even among the intruders. 

But, instead of exposing their affected pursuit 
of information, it will be enough to show hereaf- 
ter what they actually spread among the people— 
whether it is information, or, in the words of the 
Presivent, “ jealousies, suspicions and accusa- 
tions of the Government;” whether, disregarding 
the truth, they have not fomented the daring out- 


rages against the social order and the authority of 
ages ag y 


the laws. (Vide the Presipent’s Speech.) 

They have arrogantly pretended sometimes to 
be the people, and sometimes the guardians, the 
champions of the people. They affect to feel more 
zeal for a popular Government, and to enforce more 
respect for Republican principles, than the real 
Representatives are admitted to entertain. Let us 
see whether they are set up for the people, or in 
opposition to them, and their institutions. 

Will any reflecting person suppose, for a mo- 
ment, that this great people, so widely extended, 
so actively employed, could form a common will 
and make that will law in their individual capa- 
city, and without representation ? They could not. 
Will clubs avail them as a substitute for repre- 
sentation? A few hundred persons only are mem- 
bers of clubs, and if they should act for the others, 
it would be an usurpation, and the power of the 
few over the many, in every view infinitely worse 
than sedition itself, will represent this Govern- 
ment. 

To avoid this difficulty, shall the whole people 
be classed into clubs ? Shall every six miles square 
be formed into a club sovereignty ? Thus we 
should guard against the abuse of trust, because 
we should delegate none, but every man might go 
and do his business in his own person. We might 
thus form ten or twenty thousand democracies, 
as pure and simple as the most disorganizing spi- 
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rit could sigh for; but what could keep this fair 
horizon unclouded? What could prevent the 
whirlwinds and fires of discord, intestine and fo- 
reign, from scattering and consuming these frit- 
ters and rags of the society, like the dry leaves in 
autumn? Without respectability, without safety, 
without tranquility, they would be like so many 
caves of AZolus, where the imprisoned storms were 
said to struggle for a vent. If we look at Greece, 
so famed for letters and more for misery, we shall 
see their ferocious liberty made their petty com- 
monwealths wolves’ dens—that liberty, which 
poetry represents as a goddess, history describes 
as a cannibal. 

Representative Government, therefore, is so far 
from being a sacrifice of our rights, that it is their 
security ; it is the only practicable mode for a 
great people to exercise or have any rights. It 
puts them into full possession of the utmost exer- 
cise of them. By clubs will they have something 
more than all? Will such institutions operate to 
augment, to secure, or to enforce their rights, or 
just the contrary ? 

Knowledge and truth will be friendly to sucha 
Government, and that in return will be friendly 
to them. Is it possible for any to be so deluded as 
to suppose that the over-zeal for Government, on 
the part of the supporters of this amendment, 
would prompt them to desire or to attempt the ob- 
struction of the liberty of speech, or the genuine 
freedom of the press? Impossible! That would 
be putting out the eyes of the Government which 
we are so jealous to maintain. The abuses of 
these privileges may embarrass and disturb our 
present system; but, if they were abolished, the 
Government must be changed. No friend, there- 
fore, of the Constitution could harbor the wish to 
produce the consequences which it is insinuated 
are intended to ensue. Mr. A. resumed the re- 
mark that the Government rests on the enlight- 
ened patriotism of an orderly and moral body of 
citizens. Let the advocates of Monarchy boast 
that ignorance may be made to sleep in chains; 
that even corruption and vice may be enlisted as 
auxiliaries of the public order. It is, however, a 
subject of exultation and confidence that such ci- 
tizens as we represent, so enlightened, so gene- 
rally virtuous and uncorrupted, under the present 
mild Republican system, practically are safe, nay, 
more, it is evidently the only system that is adapt- 
ed to the American state of society. But sucha 
system combines within itself two indestructible 
slesmoats of destruction, two enemies with whom 
it must conflict forever; whom it may disarm, but 
can never pacify—vice and ignorance. Thos 
who do not understand their rights, will despise 
or confound them with wrongs, and those whose 
turbulence and licentiousness find restraints 1 
equal laws, will seek gratification by evasions or 
combinations to overawe or resist them. 

A Government that protects property, and che- 
rishes virtue, will of course have vice and prodi- 
gality for its foes, because it will be compelled to 
abridge their liberty to prevent their invading the 
rights of other citizens. The virtuous and the en- 
lightened will cling to a Republican Government, 
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because it is wabapaieks no » less with their feahinans 
than their rights. The licentious and the profli- 
gate are ever ready for confusion, which might 
give them every thin cs while laws and order deny 
them every thing. he ambitious and desperate, 
by combinations, acquire more power and influ- 
ence than their fellow-citizens ; the credulous, the 
ignorant, the rash, and violent, are drawn by arti- 
fice, or led by character, to join these confedera- 
cies. The more free the Government, the more 
certain they are to grow up, for where there is no 
liberty at all, this ‘abuse of it will not be seen. 
Once formed into bodies they have an esprit du 
corps, and are propelled into errors and excesses 
without shame or reflection. A spirit grows up 
in their progress, and every disappointment makes 
them more loose, as to the means, and every suc- 
cess more and more immoderate in the objects of 
their attempt. Calumny is one of those means. 
Those whom they cannot punish or control, they 
ean vilify; they can make suspicion go where 
their force could not reach, and by rumors and 
falsehoods multiply enemies against their enemies. 
They become formidable, and they retaliate upon 
the magistrates those fears which the laws have 
inspired them with. The execution of the laws 
is not accomplished without effort, without hazard. 
Instead of mildness, of mutual confidence, instead 
of the laws almost executing themselves, more ri- 
gor is demanded in the framing, more force to se- 
cure the operation of the laws. The clubs and 
turbulent combinations exercising the resisting 
power, it is obvious that Government will need 
more force, and more will then be given to it. 

Thus it appears, that instead of lightening the 
weight of authority, it will require a new momen- 
tum from clubs and combinations formed to resist 
it. Turbulent men, imbodied into hosts, will call 
for more energy to suppress them than if the dis- 
contented remained unimbodied. Disturbances, 
fomented from time to time, may unhappily 
change the mild principles of the system, and the 
little finger then may be found heavier than the 
whole hand of the present Government. For if 
the clubs and the Government should both sub- 
sist, tranquility would be out of the question. 
The continual contest of one organized body 
against another would produce the alternate ex- 
tremes of anarchy and excessive rigor of Govern- 
ment. If the clubs prevail, they will be the Go- 
vernment, and the more secure for having become 
so by a victory over the existing authorities. 

In every aspect of the discussion, the societies 
formed to control and vilify a Republican Govern- 
ment are hateful. They not only of necessity 
make it more rigorous, but they tend with a fatal 
energy to make it corrupt. By perverting the 
truth and spreading jealousy and intrigue through 
the land, they compel the rulers to depe ‘nd on new 
sup orts. The usurping clubs offer to faction 
within these doors the means of carrying every 
point without. A corrupt understanding i is pro- 
duced between them. The power of the clubs 
will prevail even here, and that of the people will 
proportionally decline. The clubs echo the lan- 
guage of their protectors here; truth, virtue, and 
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patriotism, are no longer princighes; but names Soe 
electioneering jugglers to deceive with. Calumny 
will assimilate to itself the objects it falls on. It 
will persecute the man who does his duty ; it will 
take away the reward of virtue, and bestow praise 
only upon the tools of faction. By betraying his 
trust, a man may then expect the support of the 
powerful combinations opposed to the Govern- 
ment. By faithfully adhering to it, he encounters 

ersecution. He finds neither refuge nor conso- 
lation with the public. who become at length so 
corrupted as to think virtue in a public station in- 
credible, because it would be, in their opinion, 
folly. The indiscriminate jealousy which is dif- 
fused from the clubs tends no less to corrupt the 
suspicious than the suspected. It poisons confi- 
dence, which is no less the incitement than the 
recompense of public services. It lowers the 
standard of action. 

These observations, which seem to be founded 
on theory, unfortunately bear the stamp of expe- 
rience. History abounds with the proofs. Never 
was there a wise and free Republic, which was 
exempt from this inveterate malady. We can find 
a parallel for the brightest worthies of Greece, as 
well as for their calumniators. In that country, 
as well as in this, the assassins of character 
abounded. While slander is credited only by its 
inventors, it is easy for a man to maintain the se- 
renity of his contempt for both. But when it is 


adopted by the public, few are hardy enough to 
despise opinion ; he that pretends to do so isa 


hypocrite, and if he really does so, he is a wretch. 
This precious property is one of ‘the first objects 
of invasion, and the combinations alluded to are 
well adapted and actively employed to destroy it. 

[t is a plausible opinion, that if the Government 
is not grossly defective in its form, or corrupt in 
its administration, animosities against it will not 
exist. This corresponds neither with sound sense 
nor experience. Equal laws are the very griev- 
ances of these petty tyrants, who combine together 
to engross more than equal power and privileges. 
When power is conferred exclusively upon the 
worthy, the profligate and ambitious are driven 
to despair of success, by any methods that the 
worthy would adopt. The more pure and free 
the Government, the more certainly will the worst 
men it protects and restrains become its implaca- 
ble enemies, and such men have ever been the 
foes of Republics. The outcasts from society, 
those who singly are shunned because infamy has 
smitten them with leprosy, men who are scored 
with worse than plague sores, are the first to com- 
bine against it. And such men have the front to 
preach purity of principles and reformation. Such 
men will meet in darkness and perform incanta- 
tions against liberty—there they will gather to 
medicate their poisons, to whet their daggers, to 
utter their blasphemies against liberty, and may 
proceed again to shout from that gallery, or may 
collect with cannon at this door, to perpetrate sa- 
crilege here in her very sanctuary. 

It will be asked what remedy for this evil? I 
answer no violent one. The gentle power of opin- 
ion, | flatter myself, will prove sufficient among 
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our citizens who have sense, morals, and property. 
The hypocrisy of the clubs will be unmasked, and 
the public scorn, without touching their persons 
or property, will frown them into nothing. 

Mr. A. next proceeded to advert more particu- 
larly to facts. He made mention of the Jesuits, who 
were banished for becoming a club against the 
European Governments. He mentioned the Ja- 
cobins also, who performed well in pulling down 
the old Government, but because they would con- 
tinue pulling down the new one, as such clubs ever 
will, had their hall locked up by Legendre. Our 
committees in 1774 and 1775, were efficient in- 
struments to pull down the British Government. 
Yet, although they were friendly to our own, the 
people laid them aside as soon as they wished to 
build up instead of pulling down. If our Govern- 
ment were to be demolished, clubs would be a 
powerful means of doing it, and the people may 
choose to countenance them at that time. But as 
they choose no such thing at present, they will 
discountenance them. The Cincinnati were per- 
sonally worthy men, officers of the most deserving 
army that ever triumphed. Yet, although they 
were friendly to the Government, and possessed 
the confidence of the citizens by the most brilliant 
titles, the nature of their institution raised a jea- 
lousy and ferment. The State Legislatures con- 
demned it, as setting up a Government within the 
Government. What then are we to say of clubs ? 
Facts have been rather imprudently called for, 
and let them be examined. 

The Democratic Society of Vermont state, as 
one reason for their establishment, the unmerited 
abuse with which the public papers have so often 
teemed against the Minister of our only ally. 
This was long after Genet’s whole correspondence 
had been published, and after France had unequi- 
vocally disapproved his conduct. 

Agreeably to a previous notification, there met 
at Pittsburg, on the 21st of August, a number of 
persons, styling themselves “ A Meeting of sundry 
Inhabitants of the Western Counties of Pennsyl- 
vania.” 

This meeting entered into resolutions not less 
exceptionable than those of its predecessors. The 
preamble suggests that a tax on spirituous liquors 
is unjust in itself and oppressive upon the poor, 
that internal taxes upon consumption must in the 
end destroy the liberties of the country in which 
they are introduced; that the law in question, 
from certain local circumstances which are speci- 
fied, would bring immediate distress and ruin upon 
the Western country ; and concludes with the sen- 
timent, that they think it their duty to persist in 
remonstrances to Congress; and in every other 
legal measure that may obstruct the operation of 
the law. 

The resolutions then proceed, first, to appoint 
a committee to prepare and cause to be presented 
to Congress an Address, stating objections to the 
law, and praying for its repeal. Secondly, to ap- 
point committees of correspondence for Washing- 
ton, Fayette, and Alleghany, charged to corres- 
pond together, and with such committees as should 
be appointed for the same purpose in the county 
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of Westmoreland, or with any committees of a 
similar nature, that might be appointed in other 
parts of the United States; and, also, if found ne- 
cessary, to call together either general meetings 
of the people, in their respective counties, or con- 
ferences of the several committees; and, lastly, to 
declare that they will in future consider those 
who hold offices for the collection of the duty, as 
unworthy of their friendship, that they will have 
no intercourse nor dealings with them, will with- 
draw from them every assistance, withhold all 
the comforts of life which depend upon those du- 
ties, that as men and fellow-citizens we owe to 
each other, and will upon all occasions treat them 
with contempt; earnestly recommending it to the 
people at large, to follow the same line of conduct 
towards them. 

He mentioned the shameful transaction at Lex- 
ington, in Kentucky, where Mr. Jay was burned 
in effigy. It was painful, he said, thus to dwell 
on the dishonor of the country, but it was already 
published. 

The club of Charleston, South Carolina, soli- 
cited an adoption of the Jacobin club at Paris. 
‘They also addressed Consul Margourit, who had 
actually granted commissions to privateers, in de- 
fiance of the Presipent’s Proclamation ot Neu- 
trality. 

The club of Pinckney District in Carolina voted 
in favor of war and against paying taxes, because 
they were too far from the market. 

A Virginia club had voted an alteration in the 
Constitution, in order that an amendment might 
prevent the Presipent being again eligible. Is 
proof necessary to those who remember the state 
of this city last spring? Are the resolves of the 
clubs of this place and New. York forgotten ? 
Could outrage and audacity be expected to ven- 
ture further ? One condemned the excise as odious 
and tyrannical; the other, enforcing that senti- 
ment, published its condemnation of Mr. Jay’s 
mission of peace. Did not all of them arraign 
the whole Government, reprobate the whole sys- 
tem of laws, charge the breach of the Constitution 
on the Presipent, and unspeakable turpitude on 
the Administration, as well as on this body ? Surely 
Americans, feeling as they ought, for the honor 
and peace and safety of their country, cannot tor- 
get these excesses ; they cannot remember them 
in any manner which my reprobation could en- 
force. 


The following is an extract from the proceedings of 
a meeting of Delegates from the Election Districts of 
Allegany county, held at Pittsburg, April 10, 1794, 
Thomas Morton in the Chair : 


“ At this juncture we have France to assist us, who, 
should we now take a part, will not fail to stand by us until 
Canada is independent of Britain, and the instigators o! 
Indian hostilities are removed; and should we lie by, 
while France is struggling for her liberties, it cannot be 
supposed that her Republic will embark in a war on our 
account after she shall have been victorious. It was 
for this reason, that though we approved of the conduct 
of the President and the Judiciary of the United States, 
in their endeavors to preserve peace and an impartial 
neutrality, until the sense of the nation had been taken 
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on the necessity of retaliation by actually declaring war, 
yet now that the Congress have been convened, and 
such just grounds exist, we are weary of their tardiness 
in coming forward to measures of reprisal.” 

“ But we have observed with great pain, that our 
councils want the integrity or spirit of Republicans. 
This we attribute to the pernicious influence of stock- 
holders or their subordinates; and our minds feel this 
with so much indignancy, that we are almost ready to 
wish for a state of revolution, and the guillotine of 
France, for a suort space, in order to inflict punishment 
on the miscreants that enervate and disgrace our Go- 
vernment.” 


If the black charges thus brought against Con- 
gress and the whole Government were true, the 
people ought to fly toarms. They ought to pull 
down this tower of iniquity so as not to leave one 
stone upon another. The deluded Western people 
believed them true, and acted accordingly. ,The 
great mass of the discontented, therefore, are to be 
pitied for the ignorance and credulity which made 
them the dupes of the clubs. They thought they 
were doing God and their country service by 
cleansing this Augean stable of its filth. It was 
not oppression that roused them to arms, as some 
would insinuate ; for their country flourishes won- 
derfully. It was an insurrection raised by the 
wicked arts of faction. 

A moment, however, is due to the peculiar fal- 
sity of two of the slanders on this body. The fears 
of simple citizens have been startled with the fa- 
ble, that there is a Monarchy party in this House 
and the other. Look round, sir, said Mr. A., if 
you please, and decide whether there is one man, 
who is not principled as a Republican, who does 
not think such a form adapted to our people, and 
our people to it; and who would not shed his 
blood and spend his last shilling against the intro- 
duction of Monarchy? I persuade myself, sir, 
there is not even one man here whom any other 
member even thinks in his heart is to be suspect- 
ed on that head. 

The other slander which has contributed to 
kindle a civil war, is the paper nobility in Con- 
gress ; that the taxes are voted for the sake. and 
carried solely by the strength of those who put the 
proceeds in their pockets. Is there a word of truth 
in this? On the contrary, there are propably not 
ten members who have any interest in the funds, 
and that interest very inconsiderable. Citizens 
have thus been led by calumny and lies to despise 
their Government and its Ministers, to dread and 
to hate it, and all concerned in it, so that the in- 
surrection is chiefly owing to the men and the so- 
cieties, who have invented. or confirmed, and dif- 
fused these slanders. 

The fact is too notorious for any man even to 
pretend ignorance, that the insurgents were en- 
couraged to take arms by the delusive hope that 
the militia would not turn out against them. Had 
they believed that the citizens were as firm for 
Government, as to their immortal honor they have 
shown that they are, would the folly or despera- 
tion of the Western people have proceeded to 
arms? They would not. 

But the self-made societies had published that 
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the rulers were tyrants, usurpers, and plundere 
abhorred by the people, who would soon hur 
them down. Let us ask a moment’s pause to re- 
flect what would have been the fate of America, 
if these parricide clubs had really proceeded in 
poisoning the public mind, as completely as they 
attempted todo. Th Western insurgents would 
have found armies not to suppress, but to assist 
them. This fair Edifice of Liberty, the palladium 
of our country, the world’s hope, would have 
crumbled to powder. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to notice some of the ob- 
servations which had been urged against the mo- 
tion. He asked whether, in a point that so nearly 
concerned truth and duty, the Committee could 
conciliate, that is, deny the truth and betray their 
duty. The proposition stated by the PresipENT 
was true, and had been proved to be so. Shall 
our silence suppress or contradict the dictates of 
this conviction ? 

It is urged that we have no right to pass this 
vote; a singular objection, since those who make 
it are consenting to the adoption cf the clause, to 
which the words self-created societies are moved 
to be added. That clause is as improper, and as 
unconstitutional a declaration as the amendment. 
Is it possible that those are serious in this objec- 
tion, who voted applause to General Wayne and 
his gallant army! Is this House a court-martial 
to try them if they had done ill instead of well? 
Had the State Legislatures no right to pass votes 
respecting the Cincinnati? Then we have no 
right to answer the Speech at all, as the Constitu- 
tion is silent on that head. But are gentlemen 
who profess so much attachment to the people, 
and their rights, disposed to abolish one of the 
most signal, the character of this House as the 
grand inquest of the Nation, as those who are not 
only to impeach those who perpetrate offence, but 
to watch and give the alarm for the prevention of 
such attempts ? 

We are asked, with some pathos, will you pun- 
ish clubs, with your censure, unheard, untried, 
confounding the innocent with the guilty? Cen- 
sure is not punishment, unless it is merited, for 
we merely allude to certain self-created societies, 
which have disregarded the truth, and fomented 
the outrages against the laws. Those which have 
been innocent will remain uncensured. It is said, 
worthy men belong to those clubs. They may be 
as men not wanting in merit, but when they join 
societies which are employed to foment outrages 
against the laws, they are no longer innocent. 
They become bad citizens. If innocence happens 
to stray into such company. it is lost. The men 
really good will quit such connexions, and it is a 
fact, that the most respected of those who were 
said to belong them, have long ago renounced 
them. Honest, credulous men may be drawn in to 
favor very bad designs, but so far as they do it, 
they deserve the reproach which this vote con- 
tains, that of being unworthy citizens. 

If the worst men in society have led the most 
credulous and inconsiderate astray, the latter will 
undoubtedly come to reflection the sooner for an 
appeal to their sense of duty. This appeal is 
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made in terms which truth justifies, and which 
apply only to those who have been criminal. 

It is said, that this vote will raise up the clubs 
into importance. One member has even solemnly 
warned us against the awakening of their resent- 
ments. It is not clear to my understanding, (said 
Mr. A.) howall the consequences which have been 

redicted from this vote will be accomplished. 

his is a breach of right, a crushing of those tree 
societies by our censure. It is putting them down, 
and yet we are warned that it is raising them up 
and making them stronger than this Government. 
The friends of the motion are said not to agree in 
the principle of their defence of it, and therefore 
it is boldly affirmed that they have no principle. 
Is there any difficulty in retorting this invective ? 
If this vote will call the attention of the people 
of America to the subject,so much the better. 
The truth will no doubt be sought and found at 
last, and with such an enlightened public, I ex- 
pect the result will be made with its usual good 
sense. That the self-created societies described 
in the clause, are calculated to destroy a free Go- 
vernment ; that they will certainly destroy its tran- 
quility and harmony, and greatly corrupt the in- 
tegrity of the rulers, and the morals of the people. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. A. strongly 
insisted that the vote was not indefinite in its 
terms. Societies were not reprobated because 
they were self-made, nor because they were poli- 
tical societies. Every body as readily admitted 
that they might be innocent, as they have been 
generally imprudent. It is such societies as have 
been generally imprudent. It is such societies as 
have been regardless of the truth, and have fo- 
mented the outrages against the law, &c. 

Nor is the intention of this amendment to flat- 
ter the PRESIDENT, as it has been intimated. He 
surely has little need of our praise on any personal 
account. This late signal act of duty is already 
with his grateful country, with faithful history : 
nor is it in our power, or in those of any offended 
self-created societies, to impair that tribute which 
will be offered to him. As little ground is there 
for saying that it is intended to stifle the freedom 
of speech and of the press. The question is, 
simply, will you support your Chief Magistrate ? 
Our vote does not go merely to one man and to 
his feelings. It goes to the trust. When clubs 
are arrayed against your Government, and your 
Chief Magistrate decidedly arrays the militia 
to suppress their insurrection, will you counte- 
nance or discountenance the officer? Will you 
ever suffer this House, the country, or even one 
seditious man in it, to question for an instant, 
whether your approbation and co-operation will 

be less prompt and cordial than his efforts to sup- 
port the laws? Is it safe, is it honorable, to make 
a precedent, and that no less solemn than humil- 
iating, which will authorize, which will compel 
every future President to doubt whether you will 
approve him or the clubs?) The Presipen’r now 
in office would doubless do his duty promptly and 
with decision in suchacase. But, can you expect 
it of human nature? and if you could, would you 
put it at risk whether in future a President shall 
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balance between his duty and his fear of your cen- 
sure. The danger is, thata Chief Magistrate, elec- 
tive as ours is, will temporize, will delay, will put 
the laws into treaty with offenders, and will 
even insure a civil war, perhaps the loss of our 
free Government, by the want of proper energy 
to quench the first sparks. You ought, therefore, 
on every occasion, to show the most cordial sup- 
port to the Executive in support of the laws. 


This is the occasion. If it is dangerous to 


liberty, against right and justice, against truth and 
decency, to adopt the amendment, as it has been 
argued, then the Presipent and Senate have done 
all this. 


Mr. A. concluded with saying, that in a speech 


so long, containing such various matter, and so 
rapidly delivered, he might have dropped many 
observations in an incorrect state. He relied on 
the candor of the House, and of his opponents, for 
the interpretation of them. 


The House now adjourned without taking any 


question. 


Tuurspay, November 27. 


An engrossed bill to authorize the PResipent 
to call out and station a corps of militia in the 
four Western counties of Pennsylvania, for a lim- 
ited time, was reau the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Corr, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for the relief of John R. Livingston ; 
which was read the first time. 

THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported on Tuesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House, to whom was 
referred the Address to the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unirep Srares, in answer to his Speech to both 
Houses of Congress. Whereupon, 

The first amendment being under consideration, 
to insert as the second clause of the said Address. 
the words following, to wit: 

“In tracing the origin and progress of the insurrec- 
tion, we can entertain no doubt that certain combina- 
tions of men, careless of consequences and disregard- 
ing the truth, by disseminating suspicions, jealousies, 
and accusations, of the Government, have had all the 
agency you ascribe to them, in fomenting this daring 
outrage against social order and the authority of the 
laws :” 

A motion was made and seconded to amend the 
said clause, by inserting, after the word “certain,” 
the words ‘self-created societies and:” 

Mr. RurHerForD continued his opposition tv 
the motion. He repeated the substance of his 
former remarks on the conduct of those who ap- 
peared so solicitous to throw an odium on the 
Democratic societies. He contended that too 
much importance was given to these institutions; 
they were harmless of themselves, and if let alone, 
would have no more weight in the community 
than their conduct should entitle them to. If they 
promulgated truth, the people would hear them 
and follow their advice; if not, they would sink 
into contempt. But what is the import of the mo- 
tion? It savors of jealousy; a mere suspicion— 
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of what? He saw nothing on which to found 
any such jealousy or suspicion. ‘The people are 
satisfied with their own Government, they will 
support it. The people are happy and contented; 
why then raise doubts and difficulties? Why start 
at shadows? Why give consequence to trifles? 
“Trifles light as air, are to the jealous confirm- 
ations strong as a of Holy Writ.” Let us dis- 
miss this unmanly jealousy, and let us imitate the 
example set us by the State of Massachusetts. 
There was a man in that State by the name of 
Shays; he raised a bustle, and made a noise; but 
what did the Government do? Why, they de- 
spised him, and in a short time he sunk into in- 
significance. 

Mr. Batpwin said he had, from the beginning, 
entertained doubts relative to the propriety of 
going into the business before the House in the 
minute manner proposed. Adverting to the usual 
process in conducting transactions of this nature, 
he observed, that the present appeared to be a de- 
viation, if not an entire innovation, on the usual 
mode. During the recess, the Presipenr collect- 
ed and arranged the information which he deemed 
proper to lay before the House; it cannot, there- 
fore, be expected, that the House should at once, 
at the threshold of the session, enter into a minute 
answer to the communications of the PresipEn’r, 
containing facts and opinions the result of five or 
six months experience and reflection, before they 
have had time to examine those opinions. and in- 
vestigate those facts. This never was the prac- 
tice of this House, and cannot be expected from 
them. 

Mr. B. then adverted to the allegations which 
had been adduced against the Democratic socie- 
ties; he questioned their authenticity. Excepting 
the statement in the possession of the House, (that 
of the Secretary of the Treasury,) he knew of no 
document affording any evidence of the facts al- 
leged; and that assigned a different cause for the 
insurrection, for it appears by it that discontents 
had proceeded to a great height before the form- 
ation of these societies. It had been asserted that 
the House had a right to inquire into the causes 
of the insurrection. Let us proceed, then, as an 
inquest; let us call for the evidence, and sift the 
business to the bottom. At present, he insisted 
the House was not prepared to judge and decide. 
{f the Speech must be echoed in every minute 
part, let us appoint a committee to digest and re- 
port a state of facts, as in the case of General St. 
Clair. In matters of notoriety—such as, that we 
were enjoying the blessings of peace, (when in 
truth that was the case,) or in respect to any oth- 
er self-evident position that was in itself incon- 
testable, he had no objection to an echo of the 
Address to the House; but on an occasion like the 
present, when there was such a contrariety of 
opinions, he could not see the propriety of it. He 
regretted the loss of time that the diseussion had 
occasioned, and that it had not been employed in 
the more essential business of the session. As to 
Democratic societies, there were none, to his 
knowledge, in the State he represented, (Georgia) ; 
but if there were, he should not feel alarmed at 
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the circumstance. He doubted whether the Pre- 
SIDENT meant to include the societies in general, 
under that denomination; he rather supposed he 
had reference only to those in the four Western 
counties of Pennsylvania. As a more general 
idea, Mr. B. said, he preferred the expression com- 
binations of men, &c. He was fully of opinion, 
that, rather than spin out the debate to any fur- 
ther length, it would be much more eligible to 
leave the subject altogether, and take up the other 
business of the nation. He was sure that the 
Presipent, for whom he professed the highest 
respect, could not be pleased with this mode of 
conducting that before them. 

Mr. Mapison said he entirely agreed with those 
gentlemen who had observed that the House should 
not have advanced into this discussion, if it could 
have been avoided; but having proceeded thus far, 
it was indispensably necessary to finish it. Much 
delicacy had been thrown into the discussion, in 
consequence of the Chief Magistrate; he always 
regretted the circumstance, when this was the 
case. This, he observed, was not the first instance 
of difference in opinion between the PRESIDENT 
and this House. It may be recollected that the 
Presipent dissented both from the Senate and 
this House on a particular law, (he referred to 
that apportioning the Representatives); on that 
occasion, he thought the Presipenrt right: on the 
present question, supposing the PresipEnT really 
to entertain the opinion ascribed to him, it affords 
no conclusive reason for the House to sacrifice its 
own judgment. It appeared to him, as it did to 
the gentleman from Georgia, that there was an 
innovation in the mode of procedure adopted on 
this occasion. The House are on different ground 
from that usually taken. Members seem to think 
that in cases not cognizable by law, there is room 
for the interposition of the House. He conceived 
it to be a sound principle, that an action innocent 
in the eye of the law could not be the object of 
censure to a Legislative body. When the people 
have formed a Constitution, they retain those 
rights which they have not expressly delegated. 
It is a question whether what is thus retained can 
be legislated upon. Opinions are not the objects 
of legislation. You animadvert on the abuse of 
reserved rights: how far will this go? It may 
extend to the liberty of speech, and of the press. 
It is in vain to say that this indiscriminate cen- 
sure is no punishment. If it falls on classes, or 
individuals, it will be a severe punishment. He 
wished it to be considered how extremely guarded 
the Constitution was in respect to cases not with- 
in its limits. Murder, or treason, cannot be no- 
ticed by the Legislature. Is not this proposition, 
if voted, a vote of attainder? To consider a prin- 
ciple, we must try its nature, and see how far it 
will go: in the present case, he considered the ef- 
fects of the principle contended for would be per- 
nicious. If we advert to the nature of Republican 
Government. we shall find that the censorial pow- 
er is in the people over the Government, and not 
in the Government over the people. As he had 
confidence in the good sense and patriotism of the 
people, he did not anticipate any lasting evil to 





ls asian ay . 
ox Bs 


eT ta 















































































































H. or R.] 

result from the publications of these societies; 
they will stand or fall by the public opinion; no 
line can be drawn in this case. The law is the 
only rule of right: what is consistent with that, 
is not punishable; what is not contrary to that, is 
innocent, or at least not censurable by the Legis- 
lative body. 

With respect to the body of the people, (whether 
the outrages have proceeded from weakness or 
wickedness, ) what has been done, and will be done 
by the Legislature, will have a due effect. If the 
proceedings of the Government should not have 
an effect, will this declaration produce it? The 
people at large are possessed of proper sentiments 
on the subject of the insurrection; the whole Con- 
tinent reprobates the conduct of the insurgents; it 
is not, therefore, necessary to take the extra step. 
The press, he believed, would not be able to shake 
the confidence of the people in the Government. 
In a Republic, light will prevail over darkness, 
truth over error: he had undoubted confidence in 
this principle. If it be admitted that the law can- 
not animadvert on a particular case, neither can 
we do it. Governments are administered by men: 
the same degree of purity does not always exist. 
Honesty of motives may at present prevail, but 
this affords no assurance that it will always be 
the case. At a future period, a Legislature may 
exist of a very different complexion from the pre- 
sent: in this view we ought not, by any vote of 
ours, to give support to measures which now we 
do not hesitate to reprobate. 

The gentleman from Georgia had anticipated 
him in several remarks. No such inference can 
fairly be drawn as that we abandon the Presi- 
DENT, should we pass over the whole business. 
The vote passed this morning, for raising a force 
to complete the good work of peace, order, and 
tranquility, begun by the Executive, speaks quite 
a different language from that which has been 
used to induce an adoption of the principle con- 
tended for. Mr. M. adverted to precedents: none 
parallel to the subject before us existed. The in- 
quiry into the failure of the expedition under St. 
Clair was not in point. In that case, the House 
appointed a Committee of Inquiry into the con- 
duct of an individual in the public service; the 
Democratic societies are not. He knew of nothing 
in the proceedings of the Legislature which war- 
rants the House in saying, that institutions con- 
fessedly not illegal, were subjects of Legislative 
censure. 

Mr. Dexter rose in reply to Mr. Mapison. He 
said that, if he viewed the subject as trivial as 
some gentlemen appeared to, he would not trou- 
ble the House with any further remarks, after 
having so long detained them while in Commit- 
tee: if he viewed the amendment proposed as 
dangerous to the most perfect freedom of express- 
ing political opinions, as the gentleman seemed 
to who was last up, he would be the last to sup- 
port it. He said that the most certain way to 
destroy this freedom was, to encourage an unlim- 
ited abuse of it; and the way to render a free 
press useless, was to prostitute it to the base pur- 
poses of party and falsehood, until, wearied with 





President’s Speech. 





935 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 936 


[ Novemper, 1794. 


constant impositions, the public would reject all 
information from that source as uncertain and 
delusive. He said that the most successful wea- 
pon used by the enemies of civil freedom ever 
had been, to push the ideas of liberty to such 
wild extremes as to render it impracticable and 
ridiculous, and thus to compel the sober part of 
the community to submit to usurpation as a less 
evil than utter insecurity and anarchy: he added, 
if America loses her liberty, this will be the in- 
strument of her destruction. We possess, he said 

greater equality of property and information than 
any other nation; the means of subsistence are s 

easily obtained, that no man is necessarily de- 
pendent on the will of another; from these cir- 
cumstances, our country is more fit than any oth- 
er for a Republican form of Government: if wi 

fail in maintaining it, we shall be fairly consider- 
ed to have made an experiment not only for our 

selves, but for the world, which will prove that 
the beautiful theory of civil freedom is not prac- 
ticable by man; that ambition and envy, aided by 
ignorance, are naturally too strong for patriotisin. 
Mr. D. said, that the nature of civil freedom is 
more obscure than its real friends could wish; 
that it consists rather in what it forbids than in 
what it allows; that man was free before he be- 
same a member of society; that the great object 
of associating was not to obtain freedom, for that 
was possessed before; but to guard against th: 
abuse of it, in violating the rights of others. My 
liberty, he said, is, that all other citizens are re- 
strained from violating my rights, and the liberty 
of each one of them 1s, that I and all others ar 
equally restrained from violating his rights. R¢ 

straint, then, is necessary to constitute civil liber 
ty; and the uniformity of this restraint, as it ope- 
rates equally on all classes of citizens, is equality 

I know, sir, that a doctrine very different from 
this has been holden by some false aposiles ot 
liberty, and that the aspiring, the vicious, the des- 
perate, and the weak, have flocked to this stand- 
ard; by them the power to violate the rights of 
others, and disturb the public peace with impu- 
nity, has been profanely called liberty, and the 
universality of this has been called equality. Can 
I be a freeman, sir, if the Government, which is 
my only security for all my rights, may be inva- 
ded with impunity, and my reputation, the dear- 
est of all possessions and the best reward of virtue, 
blasted by the foul breath of slander and false- 
hood? When this shall be admitted as a principl 
in the American code, we shall call that treedom 
which will be our misery; we shall cease to de- 
serve liberty; we shall need a master. Let men 
meet for deliberating on public matters; let them 
freely express their opinions in conversation or 11 
print, but let them do this with a decent respect 
for the will of the majority, and for the Govern- 
ment and rulers which the people have appoint- 
ed; let them not become a band of conspirators 

to make and propagate falsehood and slander; let 
them not instigate to the highest crimes agains! 
society; and, sir, if any have so done, let not us 
encourage them in these outrages by calling them 
the exercise of the inviolable rights of freemen. 
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To suffer misrepresentations of Government to 
gain credit among the people, is giving a blow to 
the weakest part of our Government. It would 
be a most important political acquisition, if means 
could be devised to scatter through the Union true 
ideas of the measures of Government. The best 
intentions cannot now guard the citizens from 
being deceived, by the cunning and depraved: 
some improvement on this subject seems essen- 
tially necessary to perfect the system of political 
freedom. Scattered, as our countrymen are, over 
an immense country, and employed in useful in- 
dustry, perhaps this is rather to be wished for than 
expected; but we can at least take measures to 
prevent the most fatal effects from misrepresent- 
ations and scandal. 

Mr. D. said, he had made these remarks as being 
applicable to most of the reasoning against the 
proposed amendment, and particularly to that of 
the gentleman from Virginia, who last sat down, 
{[Mr. Mapison.] He was no more inclined to in- 
fringe rights which the people had reserved than 
that gentleman; but he did not know any article 
or principle of the Constitution by which the peo- 
ple had reserved to themselves the precious right 
of vilifying and misrepresenting their own Go- 
vernment and laws, and exciting treason and re- 
bellion, with impunity. However inestimable the 
right of free discussion of public matters, and of 
a free press, might be, (and no man valued them 
more highly than himself,) he thought that when 
they were so abused as to become hostile to liber- 
ty, and threaten her destruction, the abuses ought 
to be corrected; and he argued from the principle 
of self-preservation, that the Government of every 
country must have the right to do so. Unless 
those are more sacred than the very liberty they 
are designed to secure, this cannot be denied. 

Mr. D. observed, that Mr. Mapison had stated 
as a principle from which to argue, and on which 
almost all his deductions were founded, a proposi- 
tion so doubtful in itself, that it ought rather to 
be proved, than assumed as a first principle from 
which to reason, viz. that we cannot rightfully 
intermeddle in any way with a subject which we 
cannot regulate by law. Admitting it to be a true 
and self-evident proposition, however, he said, it 
concluded nothing against the amendment: for it 
would still remain to be proved, which it never 
could be, that the Legislature had no right to re- 
strain such abuses by law. He did not think it 
necessary or expedient to make any law on the 
subject; he hoped it never would be; but he did 
not doubt the right to forbid such flagrant out- 
rages on social order, and all arts tending to pro- 
duce them. There can be no better proof, he 
said, that such laws may be made, than that they 
now exist. Mr. Maptson had mentioned religious 
societies as not to be prohibited by law: as such, 
Mr. D. said they clearly could not be; no more 
could harmless discussions of political subjects by 
individuals or associations. But, would any man 


doubt, when under the pretence 6éf the exercise of 
these rights the blackest crimes were instigated 
and perpetrated, that the law had a right to pun- 
The clubs have waged war not only with 
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the Government which the people have instituted 
and the rulers which they have appointed, but 
they have counteracted all the most essential 
principles of Republicanism. They, being a small 
minority, have attempted to control the majority ; 
to usurp a power which the people never dele- 
gated to them; to act as censors, nay, controllers 
of the Government and laws; they are responsi- 
ble to nobody for the exercise of it, and are to 
continue in office as long as they shall please. 
Such societies have all the properties, except the 
power, of absolute despotism; yet these tyrants 
prate about liberty, and profane the name of Re- 
publicanism. 

Mr. D. adverted to Mr. Mapison’s observation 
that the censure intended must be a punishment, 
and that the House had no Constitutional right to 
convict of or punish for crimes. If the proposed 
amendment be a punishment, he said, it is of a 
singular kind; it is punishment in the abstract, 
without an object punished. It says that certain 
self-created societies have trespassed. Can this 
be called a stigma on all such societies? The 
word certain forbids this construction. Which 
society is punished? None; unless conscience or 
public opinion shall designate the object. 

The Prestpen’, in another part of his Address, 
has lamented that certain citizens have shown 
themselves capable of an insurrection; and we 
have done the same in our Answer. Is this a 
stigma on all citizens? It had been repeatedly 
said, that the measure is unnecessary, because the 
danger has subsided; but. he asked, is it not ne- 
cessary to inform the people from whence the 
evil arose, to guard against a repetition of it? Can 
we always presume on the same prompt patriot- 
ism of a future Executive, or the same public 
confidence in his measures and compliance with 
his requisitions? or, on the same good fortune in 
reclaiming or subjugating the disobedient? There 
was a time, when the insurrection was truly formi- 
dable; it rose like a water-spout, threatening to 
annihilate gravity, and throw the ocean to Hea- 
ven; and as that, by force of the general principle of 
attraction, returns again to its former level, and 
mixes with the surrounding waters, so this civil 
tumult has been overcome by the energy of the 
laws; but it is folly to incur future evils, pre- 
suming on similar good fortune. The heavy hand 
of despotism may forcibly hold down the scale 
which preponderates, and preserve public order; 
but in free establishments like ours, where the 
scales are nicely balanced, the smaliest breath 
disturbs the equilibrium. 

A gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gites] has 
compared the amendment to the denunciations of 
France. Those were not uttered by the organs 
of the public will; they were denunciations of 
individuals, or self-created societies against indi- 
viduals; whereas this is neither. This is only 
stating a fact for public information. The same 
gentleman, and many others, have said that we 
have not sufficient evidence of this fact. We 
know, sir, that resolutions of such societies, en- 
couraging rebellion, were made and published; 
we know that their natural effect did take place. 
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Knowing, then, both the cause and effect, can we | ing again, observed, the gentleman who amused 


doubt of their connexion? If | see a firelock 
pointed at a man, hear the discharge, see the man 
fall, 1, on inspection, find a ball lodged in his body— 
can I doubt as to the cause of the death of the 
man, because I could not see the ball pass from 
the muzzle to the man? Must we see things, in 
their nature invisible, before we believe? The 
Presipent has been present at the scene of in- 
surrection; we have his testimony on the subject, 
and other official communications are not want- 
ing. We have the pointed testimony of the mem- 
ber from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorr,}] who was an 
eye-witness. He tells us that the club there di- 
rected the insurrection; that the same men were 
leaders in the club and in the field; and that they 
corresponded with other clubs. The gentleman 
from Virginia, last alluded to, has said that dis- 
content and disturbance existed there prior to the 
establishment of clubs. But, does it follow from 
this that their measures, when established, did not 
increase the evil, and, by deceiving the malcon- 
tents as to the principles and conduct of the Go- 
vernment, and the disposition of the people. en- 
courage them to take arms? The clubs declared 
they spoke the opinion of the people, and the de- 
luded insurgents believed them. The same gen- 
tleman has said that the Presipent addresses the 
public, and not us, on this subject, and therefore 
does not expect an answer. Why, sir, shall not 
we join in the Address, if it be true and useful? 
The Senate have done it; if we do not, we seem 
to contradict it. If we do not, we create a dan- 
gerous disagreement between the different branch- 
es of Government, distract the public mind, and 
encourage disorders. 

If the member from Pennsylvania is to be cre- 
dited, — no man will dispute his testimony,) 
the clubs are more criminal than the deluded in- 
surgents; yet we have censured the latter without 
reserve. Why, sir, has the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Gites] criminated so severely our zeal 
on this question? Why has he condemned the 
oratory it has excited, when he often gives us 
such handsome specimens of it? If liberty and 
our country are in danger, it is treason to be cold. 
From the gentleman’s censures on the loose rea- 
soning and warmth in favor of the amendment, 
we were led to expect from him the most dispas- 
sionate demonstration; yet the gentleman appear- 
ed, in some of his reasoning, more ingenious than 
solid: it was too fine-spun to be strong. The 
strength of his understanding, like the intense 
heat of the sun, produced a vapor to obscure its 
own effulgence. One plain distinction is an an- 
swer to most of the reasoning of this gentleman 
and his colleagues. We do not contend for con- 
troling, or even animadverting, on the rights of 
opinion, or of publishing opinions. We wish only 
to call the attention of the public to the abuses of 
those rights, and the crimes such abuses have pro- 
duced, (which endanger the existence of those 
very rights, and liberty in general,) in order that 
the people, knowing the evil, may themselves cor- 
rect it. 

Mr. Nicuouas, after a short apology for speak- 


the House yesterday, and the gentleman who just 
sat down, have so far fallen short of their object, 
that he should be pardoned in taking a review of 
the subject. The gentlemen have adopted this 
mode: they first propose a question, and from a 
comparison of the mischiefs arising on the differ- 
ent decisions, urge a right to decide, when no such 
right is contended to exist. What is the evidence 
on which we are to decide? the testimony of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania? He refers to one 
society only. Adverting to the Address, Mr. N. 
expressed his surprise that so much aid had been 
drawn from that quarter. He respected the Pre- 
sipeNt—he believed his declarations; but this im- 
posed no obligation to add his own. Noticing Mr. 
Dexrer’s remarks on the abuse of the liberty of 
the press, he adverted to the publications of the 
Democratic societies; if they are so false as is 
pretended, they will defeat themselves. He no- 
ticed the concession which had been made, that 
societies for peanen information are legal, and 
may be useful: taking this for granted, he insist- 
ed that they had a right to censure as well as to 
inform; for, without this right, the concession 
amounts to nothing. He noticed the argument 
that the censure being general, does not amount 
to individual censure. If it is not general and 
individual censure both, the argument in favor of 
the general proposition is of no use, and is nuga- 
tory. He noticed the assertion of Mr. Dexter, 
that the House had a right to legislate in this case. 
Mr. N. remarked, that by this mode the House pre- 
cluded the regular course of legislation, by a sin- 
gle vote, at the commencement of the session. 
We are called upon to support the Presipenr: 
but what are we to support—his actions or his 
opinions? The Constitution does not depend on 
the Prestpent; but the Presipenr has only stat- 
ed an opinion to the people, and leaves it to them 
to reflect on it. He lamented that the Presipen’’s 
weight and influence was brought so often into 
debate. He had heard it said it was part of a sys- 
tem: he wished it might not be injurious to him 
or to the Government. 

Mr. MonrTcomery was of opinion that Mr. Dex 
TER, and some members on that side of the ques- 
tion, had laid much stress upon a very insignifi- 
cant sort of argument. You must vote this way 
or that way, because, if you do not, the citizens of 
the United States will imagine that the whole 
House of Representatives are in favor of Demo- 
cratic societies. One gentleman [Mr. Ames] had 
told us that Fame, or Calumny, with one hundred, 
or one hundred thousand tongues, was flying over 
every Post Road on the Continent, and proclaim- 
ing that forty-five or forty-seven members of Con- 
gress were in favor of Democratic societies. lt 
had likewise been alleged, that if the amendment 
could be carried, the people would consider the 
whole weight of the House of Representatives 
against the societies. Mr. M. considered this rea- 
soning as entirely chimerical. The people knew, 
by this time, as well as the House itself did, that 
they were divided by a majority of one or two, 
and, which ever party gained the victory, the peo- 
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ple would pay as much respect to the votes of | 
forty-five members on one side, as of forty-seven 
on the other. The trifling difference of two or | 
three votes would make no impression whatever, 
in forming the sentiments of the public. 

Did gentlemen imagine that the PresipEnr, 
admitting that he was in any way interested in | 
their decision, could feel any great satisfaction | 
in a majority of forty-seven against forty-six? 
Or, was the weight of the forty-six members to be | 
destroyed, with the public, merely because they 
were outvoted by such a narrow majority? If the 
amendment was voted atall,it would be inthis way ; 
and he could not possibly see what advantage any | 
party was to reap, from having such a majority. | 
The people at large know, as well as the House, | 
the state of the votes on the amendment; and, at | 
any rate, they will judge for themselves. He 
wished the thing to fall asleep; and, as the most | 
peaceable way to get rid of it, he should, if se- 
conded, move the previous question. 

Several gentlemen rose to second the motion. | 
Mr. Sepewick and Mr. Dayron declared that it 
was out of order. It would bring the,House into | 
such a dilemma, that they could not get forward | 
with the business either one way or another. 

After some dispute, this point of form was re- | 
ferred to the Speaker. He declared that the mo- | 
tion for the previous question was in order, the ques- | 
tion being on the amendment. This opinion was | 
overruled by the House. The House were then | 

} 
| 





going to divide, when— 

Mr. Carnes rose.—He was entirely against the 
amendment. It denounced vengeance against all 
societies: this was extremely unjust. It would 
be better for the House to speak out like men, and 
name the culprits. Let a committee be appoint- 
ed, if it must take notice of the affair, and let | 
them inquire and report what was the real cause | 
of the late insurrection. Mr, C. gave an instance | 
of a Democratical society that turned out as vol- | 
unteers against the rioters. Do we think, (said 
Mr. C.,) that the Presipenr interests himself in | 
our Address? Sir, the Presipenr is not to be 
amused with trifles. He is not to be tickled with 
the turn of a paragraph. What! are we to answer | 
a liae and a half of a Speech, with a vote that | 
strikes at the soul of all society? Are we to point 
the finger of execration indiscriminately? What | 
will be the effect, sir, of this conduct? A gentle- 
man [Mr. Sepewick | told you the other day, that | 
Democratic societies had produced the insurree- | 
tion; but when, in the course of his observations, | 
he became a little more animated, he told us that 
a foreign Envoy, (renet, had been the cause of all | 
this mischief. If this be true, the Democratic 
societies are innocent. Sir, by this amendment 
you would prevent the freedom of speech, and 
lock the mouths of men. They are not to cen- 
sure the measures of Government, and then bad 
men may do what they please with it. I hope, | 
sir, that the day will never come, when the peo- 
ple of America shall not have leave to assemble, | 
and speak their mind. It is acknowledged that 
this affair is not an object of Judicial cognizance. | 
This overstraining always defeats its own pur- | 
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pose. The trial of Muir, and others, on flimsy 
grounds, have done more service to the cause of 
their party than if they had received a reinforce- 
ment of five thousand fighting men. 

As to the comparison between this matter and 
St. Clair’s failure, there was no sort of similarity 
or correspondence between them. In that ease, 
the House had employed servants, and was enti- 
tled to look into their conduct. The present 
amendment, on the contrary, holds up no deter- 
minate object, and has ill-nature and asperity on 
the very face of it. When the Presipen’., in his 
Speech, mentioned the self-created societies, he 
did not address himself to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, but to the people at large. But if it 
was to become the rule, in framing a reply, to 
make it an exact echo of the Speech itself—if 
there was no necessity for exercising our judg- 
ments, he considered the House as losing time. 
It would be much better to take the Speech at 
once, turn the other end uppermost, and send it 
back to the Prestpenr as fast as possible. As to 
this all-powerful resolution, which was to go into 
those dark cells of which the House had been told, 
it would be much better to give the gentleman 
[Mr. W. Smrrn] a blacking-brush, and send him 
into them, to mark out the guilty. The House 
would then know how to proceed. 

Mr. C. objected to Mr. Dexrer’s comparison, 
of a man shot dead by a ball. He wanted the 
gentleman to show him the bullet; or, in plain 
terms, to show him a letter from the Democratic 
societies of New York, or Philadelphia, addressed 
to the Western people, and exciting them to in- 
surrection; but as the gentleman could show him 
no such thing, Mr. C. utterly denied the propriety 
of the parallel. 

Mr. W. Smirx thought it somewhat strange 
that, at this time of day, members should be call- 
ing for facets, when these are so well known to all 
the House. He then read a set of resolutions, 
dated Sth of May last, adopted and published by 
the Democratic society of Philadelphia. These 
resolutions condemned, in the most unqualified 
terms, the appointment of John Jay as Minister 
from the United States to the Court of London, 
because they say he had formerly declared that 
the British were entitled to keep the Western 
posts, and because it was contrary to the Consti- 
tution to appoint a Judge to a diplomatic station. 
The strongest censure was likewise cast upon the 
Executive. for having made such an appointment. 
These resolutions were circular, and voted to be 
sent to all the Democratic societies in the United 
States. 

Mr. S. next observed, that individual Legisla- 


tures in the Union had passed votes of censure on 


this House; and he did not see, by a parity of 
reasoning, why the House might not also pass 
votes of censure. Mr. S. said, that there had been 
a great change of sentiments of some members of 
that House. About two years ago, the House 
of Representatives had determined, by thirty-five 
votes against sixteen, to pass an opinion on the 
new Constitution of France; and the gentlemen 
who had then exercised the right. now denied that 
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the House had it. Mr. 8. concluded by saying, 
that the Presipenr had denounced the Demo- 
cratical societies, and they had denounced him. 

Mr. Gites rose and said, that the charge of in- 
consistency rested with the member last up; who, 
in the case referred to, had asserted that the House 
had no right to pass a vote of opinion, yet, on the 
present question, insisted that they had. Mr. G. 
was one of the thirty-five who voted for an exer- 
cise of opinion, but this was only for returning a 
civil answer to a civil letter from the Republic of 
France. The gentlemen who gave that vote for 
an answer knew, that they were not to give an 
opinion where they could not legislate. There 
was, therefore, no inconsistency on the part of 
these members, but with the gentleman from 
South Carolina. Mr. G. informed the House of 
his having this moment learned, that in the army, 
in the Western counties, there was nothing talked 
of but overturning Democratic societies. Nobody 
could tell where this matter might end. 

Mr, W. Smiru, in reply to Mr. Gites, cleared 
himself from any inconsistency in the case alluded 
to, by asserting that he had not denied the right 
of the House, but the propriety of the exercise of 
it. He had disapproved of the House giving an 
opinion of the merits or demerits of the French 
Constitution, which, as France was in a revolu- 
tionary state, was liable to frequent change; and 
the event had justified him, for the House had 
scarce passed the vote which extolled that Con- 
stitution as a model of wisdom and magnanimity, 
when the French themselves denounced it, as in- 
consistent with their rights and liberties. But the 
gentleman from Virginia was undoubtedly incon- 
sistent, for he had, on that occasion, contended for 
the right of the House to give its opinion, and that 
in a case where the answer was to be given to the 
Sovereign of a foreign nation, respecting the af- 
fairs and policy of a foreign country. If the House 
were right on that occasion, @ fortiori, ought they 
now, when called on by our Chief Magistrate, to 
give an opinion at an important crisis respecting 
the affairs of our own country? 

The question was then put, Shall the words 
‘self-created societies, and” be replaced in the 
amendment of Mr. Firzsimons? This was car- 
ried by a majority of forty-seven against forty- 
five. The yeas and nays were taken on this ques- 
tion, and were as follow: 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, 
Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Ben- 


jamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, Wil- | 


liam Barry Grove, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, 
William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kit- 
tera, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland 
Lee, Francis Malbone, William Vans Murray, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John S. Sherburne, Jere- 
miah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Wingate. 
Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 





mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Gabriel Duvall, William Findley, William B. 
Giles, James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, Andrew 
Gregg, George Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, John 
Heath, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, Matthew Locke, 
William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, Jo- 
seph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, William Mont- 
gomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Ne- 
ville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, 
Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John Smilie, Israel 
Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abra- 
ham Venable, Francis Walker, and Joseph Winston. 


Another motion was then made, by Mr. Curis- 
T1B, further to amend the said clause, by inserting, 
after the words “combinations of men,” the words 
“in the four Western counties of Pennsylvania, 
and parts adjacent:” 

And, on the question thereupon, it was resolved 
in the affirmative, the House being equally divided, 
to wit: yeas 46, nays 46. 

The Speaker declaring himself with the yeas. 

The yeas and nays, as demanded by one-fifth of 
the members present, were as follow: 

Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Hen- 
ry Dearborn, George Dent, Gabriel Duvall, William 
Findley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Christopher 
Greenup, Andrew Gregg, George Hancock, Carter B. 
Harrison, John Heath, Daniel Heister, John Hunter, 
Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, 
William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlen- 
berg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, 
Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, An- 
drew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John 
Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van 
Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, and Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cot- 
fin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 
James Gordon, Samuel Griffin, William B. Grove, Tho- 
mas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, 
William Vans Murray, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedg- 
wick, John 8S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, William 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John 
Watts, and Paine Wingate. 


Another motion was then made, by Mr. Smiru, 
of South Carolina. further to amend the said clause, 
by inserting, after the word “adjacent,” in the 
amendment last agreed to, the words “counte- 
nanced by self-created societies elsewhere :” 

And, on the question thereupon, it passed in the 
negative—yeas 42, nays 50, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- 
fin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Samuel Dexter, 














945 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 





946 





NovemsBer, 1794. ] 





Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Tho- 
mas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer, 
Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, 
William Vans Murray, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedg- 
wick, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wads- 
worth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, and Paine Win- 
gate. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, 'Tho- 
mas Blount, Tomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. Dawson, Henry 
Dearborn, George Dent, Gabriel Duvall, William Find- 
ley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Har- 
rison, John Heath, Daniel Hiester, John Hunter, Mat- 
thew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, James 
Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Wil- 
liam Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, 
Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Na- 
thaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew 
Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, John S. 
Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Thomas ‘T'red- 
well, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, and Joseph Winston. 


And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree to the said clause, amended to 
read as followeth: 


“Tn tracing the origin and progress of the insurrec- 
tion, we can entertain no doubt that certain self-created 
societies and combinations of men in the four Western 
counties of Pennsylvania, and parts adjacent, careless 
of consequences, and disregarding the truth, by dissemi- 
nating suspicions, jealousies, and accusations of the 
Government, have had all the agency you ascribe to 
them, in fomenting this daring outrage against social 
order and the authority of the laws :” 

it passed in the negative, nineteen members 
only rising in the affirmative. 

An adjournment was then called for, and carried. 


Fripay, November 28. 

A petition of a number of Germans, residing in 
the county of Augusta, in the State of Virginia, 
was presented to the House and read, stating the 
inconveniences to which they are subjected, from 
an entire ignorance of the English language, and 
praying that a certain portion of the laws of the 
United States may be printed in the German lan- 
guage. Laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of John R. Livingston was 
read the second time, and ordered to be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. 


ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENT. 


The House resumed the cvnsideration of the 
amendments reported on Tuesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House to whom was re- 
ferred the Address to the Presipenr of THE 
Unirep Srares, in answer to his Speech to both 
Houses of Congress ; whereupon, 

The second amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, being again read at 
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the Clerk’s table, was, on the question put there- 
upon, agreed to by the House. 

A motion was then made and seconded further 
to amend the said Ad@ress, by inserting, after the 
word “insurrection,” in the first paragraph, the 
following clause: 

« And we learn, with the greatest concern, that any 
misrepresentations whatever, of the Government and its 
proceedings, either by individuals or combinations of 
men, should have been made, and so far credited, as to 
foment the flagrant outrage which has been committed 
on the laws.” 

Mr. Tracy said, that he should vote for this 
amendment, if the gentleman [Mr. Nicno.as] 
would insert between the words “ been” and “so 
far credited” the addition of made and. This 
would make the whole read better. 

[The additional words were immediately in- 
serted by Mr. Nicno.as. | 

Mr. McDoweE tu said, that twenty-five days of 
the session were now elapsed, and he was at a 
loss to know what the House had been doing. 
This was a very serious matter, and must give 
real concern to every friend of the country. 

Mr. Hittuouse proposed to refer the whole 
subject back to the committee, to draw up a new 
Address, such as would suit the sentiments of 
both parties in a middle course. 

Mr. Hearn declared himself heartily tired of 
the discussion, which tended only to revive odious 
distinctions. He wished to adopt the motion for 
referring back again to the committee. He had 
felt extreme uneasiness during the whole time of 
these debates, at the nature of them. 

Mr. Batpwtn felt a very mortifying impres- 
sion at having been, this week, a witness to such 
trifling as had taken place in the House. We 
have spent four days in drawing up an Address, 
and are now just about where we set out. While 
the most extraordinary events which the world 
ever saw are passing, we cannot get at the papers 
on the table, to see how far we are concerned in 
these events, on account of so small a matter. 
He would agree to nothing but what would de- 
cide the point instantaneously. 

Mr. McDowe tt thought that it would be very 
odd to be sending this matter back to a commit- 
tee. In the interim, we proceed to despatch the 
business recommended in the Speech, and about 
the end of the session we come forward with an 
Address, telling the Presipenr that we are going 
to take his Speech into consideration. The affair 
would have a very odd appearance on the Jour- 
nal of the House. 

Mr. Nicnovas said that it was well known to 
be the practice to refer such a thing back to the 
former committee. These gentlemen, three in 
number, had all declared their sentiments. Two 
were for the vote of censure, and a third against 
it. They would, no doubt, continue in the same 
mind. The one member [Mr. Maprson] would 
be out-voted. The substance of the amendment, 
rejected after so long a struggle, would be put in 
again, and the whole be to commence anew. He 
had no other design in his amendment than to 
conciliate. He assured the members on the other 
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side of the question, that he never would consent | every occasion which, in the hands of its enemies, may he 
to a recommitment. turned into a calumny against it. 
Mr. Dayron said, that the member from Vir-| This aspect of the crisis, however, is happily not the 
° e . . . , . M4 7 ‘yr 2 . 
ginia had talked of con@liation. “Give me all | only one which it presents. There is another, which 
my Own way, and we shall have no debate.” Who | Yields all the consolations which you have drawn from 
began the number of amendments this morning ? | © M6: ree rte ra the ere world, as well as 
Was it not that gentleman? Andif he comes out | % Me American aoe e themselves, that the great body 
with his amendments, are not other members to Se "i wital stad ae Ppa | ron ” Ne 
° i ‘ ° 8 in sand Vv ‘pie of our onstl 10n, Which en- 
, 2C g 21rs 2 l » | «2 ° . és . 
= Pe ARC ig wala ik 7 — ee joins that the will of the majority shall prevail ; that 
“yg ; ara ; F they understand the indissoluble union between true 
single motion of that kind this morning, if the 


as : Ph » | liberty and regular Government; that they feel their 
gentleman himself had Bos begun ate Come, | duties no less than they are watchful over their rights ; 
says he, “let us conciliate. You shall all do just | ghat they will be as ready, at all times, to crush licen- 
as I please, and we shall all agree!” Mr. D. was | tiousness, as they have been to defeat usurpation: in a 





for the recommitment to a committee. word, that they are capable of carrying into execution 
Mr. Ames gave much credit to Mr. NicHoLas | that noble plan of self-government which they have 
for his amendment, which, he doubted not, was} chosen, as the guarantee of their own happiness, and 
proposed with the best intentions. He was quite | the asylum for that of all, from every clime, who may 
tired, if not ashamed, of the debate. Two divisions | wish to unite their destiny with ours. 
in the House, each consisting of forty-six, gave These are the just inferences flowing from the promp- 
the world but a bad prospect of our conciliation | titude with which the summons to the standard of the 
and unanimity through the rest of the session. laws has been obeyed ; and from the sentiments which 
Mr. RurHerForp was against the commitment. | have been witnessed, in every description of citizens, in 
What would our common parent (the Prestpen') | €Very quarter of the Union. The spectacle, therefore, 
say, if he saw us thus drawn into the tenter-hooks | When viewed in its true light, may well be affirmed to 
of arty ? display, in equal lustre, the virtues of the American 


: aed sharacter, + » ¥ epublican Gov nt, 

he question was taken on recommitting the | “hatacter, and the value of Republican ms 

. AQ . All must particularly acknowledge and applaud the pa- 

Address, and negatived—yeas 43, nays 48. noel hbo ge oe 

hs sebtion of Mr, Nionouen was thed put | triotism of that portion of citizens who have freely sacri- 
sViT. INIC sAS Was P . : 


Me Mr : dtl d “societies”; ficed every thing less dear that the love of their coun- 
: dj MURRAY wanted the word © societies” IN-| try, to the meritorious task of defending its happiness. 
serted. fi 


: : : In the part which you have yourself borne through 
Mr. GoopHvE imagined that it was no matter | this delicate and distressing period, we trace the addi- 
whether or not, combinations of men are undoubt- | tional proofs it has afforded of your solicitude for th« 
edly societies. public good. Your laudable and successful endeavors 
Mr. Nicno.as would consider the adoption of | to render lenity in executing the laws conducive to thei 
this word, “societies,” as a signal of victory to the | real energy, and to convert tumult into order, without 
gentlemen on the other side of the question. He | the effusion of blood, form a particular title to the con- 
therefore would not consent to its admission. fidence and praise of your constituents. In all that 
Mr. Tracy had promised to vote for the motion | may be found necessary, on our part, to complete this 
as it stood. But he should declare to his learned | benevolent purpose, and to secure the ministers and 
friend from Maryland, and to the whole House. | friends of the laws against the remains of danger, our 
that, by “combinations of men,” = words in | due co-operation will be afforded. 
the amendment of Mr. Nicnouas,) he understood lhe other subjects which you have recommended, 01 
the Democratic societies. communicated, and of which several are peculiarly in- 


The amendment of Mr. Nicuotas was carried teresting, will all receive the attention which they de- 
4 . 4A c vt c . . . 
by a large or mand. We are deeply impressed with the importance 
Se f an effectual organization of the militia. We rejoice 
he Address, as amended, was tl eet ee oe : ye 
e Ss, a: ed, was then read through- 


+ See aie at the intelligence of the advance and success of the 
out at the Clerk’s table, as follows : army under the command of General Wayne, whethe: 


Sin: The House of Representatives, calling tomind | we regard it as a proof of the perseverance, prowess, 
the blessings enjoyed by the people of the United States, | and superiority of our troops, or as a happy presage to 
and especially the happiness of living under constitu- | our military operations against the hostile Indians, and 
tions and laws which rest on their authority alone, could | as a probable prelude to the establishment of a lasting 
not learn, with other emotions than those you have ex- peace, upon terms of candor, equity, and good neigh- 
pressed, that any part of our fellow citizens should have | borhood. We receive it with the greater pleasure, as it 
shown themselves capable of an insurrection. And we | increases the probability of sooner restoring a part ot 
learn, with the greatest concern, that any misrepresen- | the public resources to the desirable object of reducing 
tations whatever, of the Government and its proceed- | the public debt. 
ings, either by individuals or combinations of men, We shall, on this, as on all occasions, be disposed to 
should have been made, and so far credited as to foment adopt any measure which may advance the safety and 
the flagrant outrage which has been committed on the prosperity of our country. In nothing can we more 
laws. We feel, with you, the deepest regret at so pain- cordially unite with you, than in imploring the Supreme 
ful an occurrence in the annals of our country. As| Ruler of Nations, to multiply His blessings on these 
men regardful of the tender interests of humanity, we | United States; to guard our free and happy Constitu- 
look with grief at scenes which might have stained our | tion against every machination and danger; and to 
land with civil blood. As lovers of public order, we} make it the best source of public happiness, by verify- 
lament that it has suffered so flagrant a violation: as ing its characier of being the best safeguard of human 
zealous friends of Repablican Government, we deplore * rights. 
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Resolved. That Mr. Speaker, attended by the 
House, do present the said Address ; and that Mr. 
Mapison. Mr. Sepawick, and Mr. Scorr, bea 
committee to wait on the Presipent, to know 
when and where it will be convenient for him to 
receive the same. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to regulate the pay of the non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the 
militia of the United States, when called into ac- 
tual service, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 
panying his account of receipts and expenditures 
of public moneys, from the 1st of April to the 
30th of June, 1794; also, his account of payments 
and receipts for the War Department, from the 
Ist of July to the 30th of September, 1794, inclu- 
sive; which were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Mapison, from the committee appointed to 
wait on the Presipenr or tHe UNirepd States, 
to know when and where it will be convenient for 
him to receive the Address of this House, in an- 
swer to his Speech to both Houses of Congress, 
reported that the committee had waited on the 
PRESIDENT, who signified to them that it would 
be convenient to him to receive the said Address at 
twelve o’clock to-morrow, at his own house. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 


whom was referred the report of the Secretary of 


the Treasury on the petition of George Blanchard, 
in behalf of Edward Blanchard, which was made 
to this House on the 14th of May last, be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House on 
Monday next. 

The House resumed the reading of the papers 
communicated by Message from the PrEsiDENT 
or THE Unirep Srares, on the 20th instant, and 
made a farther progress therein. 


Sarurpay, November 29. 


The Speaker laid before House a letter from 
Arthur St. Clair, Major General and Commander- 
in-Chief of the expedition carried on against the 
Western Indians, in the year 1791, requesting a 
speedy decision on the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire into the causes of the failure 
of the said expedition; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port whether any, and what, alterations are neces- 
sary in the act, entitled “ An act concerning the 
registering and recording of ships or vessels.” 
Also, in the act, entitled “An act for enrolling 
and licensing ships or vessels to be employed in 
the coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating 
the same.” Also, in the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of the duties imposed by 
law. on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of 
ships or vessels.” 

And a committee was appointed. of Mr. Goop- 
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| Hug, Mr. Corr, Mr. Bansamin Bourne, Mr. Firz- 
simons, and Mr. Parker. 

The Speaker, attended by the House, then 
withdrew to the house of the PresipeNT OF THE 
Unrrep Srares, and there presented to him the 
Address of this House, in answer to his Speech to 
both Houses of Congress; to which the Prest- 
pent make the following reply : 

Gentlemen : I anticipated, with confidence, the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives in the regret 
produced by the insurrection. Every effort ought to be 
used to discountenance what has contributed to foment 
it; and thus discourage a repetition of like attempts. 
For, notwithstanding the consolations which may be 
drawn from the issue of this event, it is far better that 
the artful approaches to such a situation of things should 

| be checked by the vigilant and duly admonished patriot- 
ism of our fellow-citizens,than that the evil should in- 

— until it becomes necessary to crush it by the 

| strength of their arms. 

| I am happy that the part which I have myself borne 

| on this occasion receives the approbation of your House. 
For the discharge of a Constitutional duty, it is a suffi- 
cient reward to me to be assured that you will unite in 
consummating what remains to be done. 

I feel, also, great satisfaction in learning that the 
other subjects which I have communicated or recom- 
mended, will meet with due attention; that you are 
deeply impressed with the importance of an effectual 
organization of the Militia; and that the advance and 
success of the army under the command of General 
Wayne is regarded by you, no less than myself, as a 
proof of the perseverance, prowess, and superiority of 
our troops. G. WASHINGTON. 

The Sreaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, respecting the forti- 
fications of the United States, made pursuant to 
the resolution of this House of the 21st instant; 

| which was read, and ordered to be referred to Mr. 
| Firzsimons, Mr. Goopuur, Mr. Bounptnor, Mr. 
| Matzone, and Mr. Macon, with instruction to 
| examine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
| with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 


| 


Monpay, December 1. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole*House on the bill for the relief of John 
R. Livingston ; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose and reported progress. 

| Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 

| House be discharged from farther proceeding in 
the said bill, and that it be committed to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

| A petition of sundry inhabitants, living between 
the lines commonly called Walker’s and Hender- 
son’s lines, whose names are thereunto subscribed, 
was presented to the House and read, praying that 
the line known by the name of Walker’s line, 
may be established by Congress, as the boundary 
between the States of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina. F 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Preston, Mr. Winston, and Mr. Pickens ; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 


House. 
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Ordered, That the petition of a number of Ger- 
mans, residing in the county of Augusta, in the 
State of Virginia, which lay on the table, be re- 
ferred to the committee last appointed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Moses My- 
ers; and, after some time spent therein, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 


PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 


Mr. Moore made a motion that a committee 
should be appointed to report a method for the 
more regular and effectual promulgation of the 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. Batpwin rose and observed, that in a coun- 
try so extensive as America, and where the peo- 
ple are so widely scattered, it was a work of im- 
mense difficulty to have a regular and accurate 
account of the measures of Government commu- 
nicated through every part of the Union. The 
importance of this object was equal to its difficulty. 
At the present time Government is a subject of 
such general agitation in those parts of the world 
with which we are most acquainted, and connect- 
ed, that the opinions and passions of men are there 
in a state of high fermentation. This country 
has a share of it, and, upon the common principles 
of human nature, that is unavoidable. Circum- 
stances have, on this occasion, given to the Ame- 
rican Governments a kind of importance which, 
from a comparison of ourselves to the rest of the 
world, we should not have presumed to arrogate. 
Legislation is in its nature a practical subject, and 
all men of sense and observation, in their reason- 
ings upon it, give great weight to experience. 
One single fact is, in their view, more important 
than whole volumes of ingenious theory and 
declamation. As we regard the happiness of our 
country, and as we regard the success of this kind 
of Government, which has the rights and happi- 
ness of men for its object, we ought to do all in 
our power to guard against the dangers to which 
it is exposed, and to cultivate it to the highest 
possible perfection. Mr. B. considered this coun- 
try as imminently exposed on two quarters. One 
of these was the love of power in overbearing 
individuals, which will for ever stimulate them to 
sacrifice the rights and happiness of others to their 
own raging passion. On the other hand, there 
may arise a jealous and groundless apprehension 
of this passion, where it does not exist, which 
goes to the destruction of all confidence in those 
who are in publie trust, and which defeats all 
their efforts for the public good. It was not ma- 
terial to determine which of these was most likely 
to be the source of frequent and formidable dan- 
ger. It is not improbable that the one or the other 
will be found by experience to predominate at dif- 


ferent times, from the accidents which bring dif- | 


ferent men into place. Reverting to the motion 
just now made, Mr. B. observed, that if the peo- 
ple are properly informed, and do their duty, it 


will be easy to guard against both these evils. | 


That there will be ambitious men, even in this 
age, and in this country. there can be no doubt, 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
tion of the Laws. 


a a 











952 


{ Decemser, 1794, 


iiciiesacncanansenbsabansannnnlinacssapsedmeeeapaienelnenantegamesemammeee ee 





nor that ambition will here practice its old efforts. 
To pretend that this age or country will be ex- 
empted, is at best a mark of ignorance or folly, 
The love of power is one of the first and strongest 
passions in the human breast. The talents which 
vindicate their way to the first places in Govern- 
ment, are most frequently accompanied with a 
proportionable share of ambition. This is equally 
the case in limited Governments as in others. 
Perhaps it will even be found to be moreso. The 
greater the limitations, the more restive and un- 
easy will be the passion. The shorter the chain 
which limits their indulgence, the more will it b 
quarrelled with. Our Government is not founded 
on an idea that this disposition does not exist, but 
it guards against its ill effects. If proper atten- 
tion is paid to preserve, as far as possible, the ex- 
act distribution of powers between the Federal 
and State Governments, and between the different 
departments and officers of Government; and i 
the conduct of public functionaries be surrounded 
with light, there is great reason to hope that they 
will keep each other in their proper places, and 
that, for a long time to come, the public happiness 
will be secured. 

Mr. B. then spoke of the second description of 
persons before mentioned, and from whom he said 
much danger and trouble might be expected in all 
free Governments. They were always grumbling 
and finding fault with public men and public mea- 
sures. Like the former, these people are also com- 
monly actuated by ambition, and frequently by that 
of the most dangerous and blackest kind. No mea- 
sures were so good, and no men so honest, as to 
escape their attack, yet they never applied any 
remedy. Follow them throughout their whole 
lives, and you find few instances of any good which 
they have done. A conscious inferiority of cha- 
racter prevents them from seeking openly place: 
of the first confidence, till they baie by their 
poison in the dark, destroyed those whom their 
fellow-citizens had always considered as _ their 
superiors in wisdom and honesty. They do not 
hesitate to destroy the peace of society, and de- 
stroy the happiness of a whole community, to get 
into office themselves, and to indulge their ambi- 
tion. It cannot be too much regretted, that such 
a shameful course should, from the fears and 
ignorance of society, become so much a high road 
to places of office and trust. People would not 
suffer such things were it not that they are so 
much in the dark. For that reason, these men 
are always most at work, and do most mischief in 
the darkest corners. Those whose eyes are weak. 
or who sit in bad light, are most easily made to 
see spectres and goblins, and in their most hide- 
ous forms. 

The only cure against these mischiefs is to pour 
in light into every corner of the country. Let all 
the measures of the Government be accompanied 
by a blaze of day, and like the birds of night these 
animals are dislodged. They cannot bear the light. 

It can scarcely be conceived by those who have 
no calls to visit the interior and more retired parts 
of the country, how much the peace of our society 
is disturbed by the malicious propagation of poli- 
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tical falsehood. The most wicked lies are kept in 
circulation, for months together, and before they 
can be effectually contradicted, the people have 
almost become frantic. ‘For example, Mr. B. men- 
tioned, that it had been asserted that a poll-tax of 
forty shillings per head had been laid on all the 
inhabitants, that the excise has been extended to 
wheat, to looms, and to the implements of hus- 
bandry, and that the late drafts of the eighty 
thousand militia are sold to France to carry on 
the war! It is probable, that riots and insurrec- 
tions are fomented by these rumors more than by 
all other causes. If a constant and regular pub- 
lication of all that is done could be made to reach 
every part of the United States, it would be an 
effectual, and, perhaps the only cure of these mis- 
chiefs. The people of this extensive country 
have, for these ten years, enjoyed all the essential 
benetits of society, on very easy terms. A man 
with five or six hundred acres of land is scarcely 
called upon for a dollar of taxes ina year. Per- 
haps no people on earth ever enjoyed so fully the 
benefits of society with so few burdens. Is it not 
a distressing consideration, that when we have so 
few real evils, we should create to ourselves im- 
aginary Ones, that give us so much useless un- 
easiness? Some wrong measures have taken 
place, and hereafter will take place, and nobody 
can expect that any kind of measures will give 
universal satisfaction. This would be to expect 
that the Government should be perfect and the 
people perfect. There is reason to hope that the 
Government will become more wise and cautious 
from experience, and that fewer of their measures 
will be obnoxious. But we need only to know 
our condition, and to be able to compare it to that 
of the rest of the world, to feel happy, and to do 
all in our power not to disgrace in tae outset, the 
fair experiment in Government which this coun- 
try has already so strongly recommended to the 
rest of the world. Mr. B. was persuaded that the 
more public measures were understood, the more 
this would be a common sentiment. He conclud- 
ed by recommending some further and more ex- 
tensive provision on the subject contemplated in 
the motion under consideration. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port what further provisions are necessary for the 
general promulgation of the Laws of the United 
States. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Moore. 
Mr. Batpwin, and Mr. Heisrer. 

Mr. Parker made a report from the select 
committee appointed to take into consideration 
that part of the Prestpenr’s Speech which re- 
commended opening a trade with the Indians. 

The committee were of opinion that the plan 
suggested might be carried into execution for an 
expense of an hundred thousand dollars. The 
matter was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Thursday next. 

Mr. GiLes then moved to go into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill to regulate the 
pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates of the militia, when called into the 
actual service of the United States. 
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The House accordingly went intoa Committee 
ot the Whole. 

In the course of the discussion, Mr. HILLHousE 

having spoken for some time, Mr. Dayron rose 
|next. He began by remarking that it was not to 

be expected that he was to make any observations 
on what had been said by the member just sat 
down, as he did not hear ten words that the gen- 

tleman said. This was owing to noise in the 

House. 

The Committee, after some time, rose. the 

Chairman reported progress, and the House ad- 
| journed. 
| 

Tunspay, December 2. 
The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 

from the Secretary of the Treasury, stating his 
| intention of resigning his office on the last day of 
January next, and which he now communicates, 
in order that an opportunity may be given, pre- 
vious to that event, to institute any further pro- 
| ceedings which may be contemplated, if any there 
| be, in consequence of the inquiry during the last 
session, into the state of the Treasury Department; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A memorial of the Legislative Council and 
House of Representatives of the Territory of the 
United States South of the river Ohio, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying that such 
further measures may be adopted for the effectual 
protection and preservation of the people of the 
said Territory, against the hostile incursions of the 
Indian tribes, as to the wisdom of Congress shall 
seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Fri- 
day next. 

Mr. Boupinor, from the committee apointed to 
xamine the Journal of the last session, and to re- 
port therefrom, all such matters of business as 
were then depending and undetermined; and, also, 
to examine and report such laws of the United 
States, as have expired, or will expire before the 
next session, made a further report; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to regulate the pay 
of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, of the Militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, and for other purposes ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

The House resumed the reading of the papers 
communicated by the Message from the Prest- 
DENT, on the 20th ultimo, and went through the 
same. 


Wepnespay, December 3. 
On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That provision be made by law, for com- 
pensating the sufferers by the depredations of the insur- 
gents in the Western counties of Pennsylvania.” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 
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The following Message was received from the 
PrResitpENT OF THE UNITED Strares: 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

[ transmit to you an official statement of the expendi- 
ture, to the thirtieth of September last, from the sums 
heretofore granted to defray the contingent expenses of 
Government, by acts passed the twenty-sixth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, and 
the ninth of June, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrep Srates, December 3, 1794. 


The said Message and statement were read and 
ordered to lie. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the petition of George Blauca- 
ard, in behalf of Edward Blanchard; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said report under 
consideration, and come to a resolution thereupon; 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the 
House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
audit and pass the account of the late Edward 
Blanchard, deceased, according to the course of 
Treasury settlement. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Ames, 
Mr. Wineate, and Mr. Guenn, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 


The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom were referred the reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the seventeenth of 
March last, on sixty petitions; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Caleb Worley be placed on the 
list of pensioners, pursuant to the report of the 
Secretary of War. 

Resolved, That Charles Fierer, from the pecu- 
liar circumstances attending his case, be also 
placed on the list of pensioners, and that he be 
allowed the half-pay of Captain. 

Ordered, That the said resolutions be commit- 
ted to the Committee of Claims, with instruction 
to prepare and bring in a bill or bills, pursuant 
thereto. 

Ordered, That the reports of the Secretary of 
War on the several petitions of John Bennet, and 
Abraham Sutton, of John Lehman, and of Haf- 
field White, which were made to this House, on 
the seventeenth of March last, be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on 
the memorial of Joseph Hull, which was made on 
the twenty-second of April last, be also referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to regulate the pay 
of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
privates, of the Militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, and for other purposes; 





Thanks to General Wayne. 
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and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 
THANKS TO GENERAL WAYNE. 

Mr. Smrru, of South Carolina, moved three 
resolutions of thanks, one to General Wayne, a 
second to the officers and soldiers of the legion. 
and a third to General Scott and the volunteers 
under his command. Mr. 8. observed that the 
House had not, on their Journals, any vote of this 
nature. The American Armies in the Westward 
had, since the establishment of the new Constitu- 
tion, been, till lately, rather unsuccessful. He did 
not wish to make the thanks of the House too 
cheap; but, at the same time, he thought this a 
proper opportunity to bestow them. He made 
the present motion with the more readiness and 
pleasure, because he had once had occasion to make 
a motion that ended in General Wayne being 
obliged to quit his seat in that House. 

The resolution was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Gives was sensible of the high merit of the 
officer and his troops; but the House assemble to 
legislate, not to give opinions. He wished that 
this measure might be deliberately weighed, as it 
might tend to consequences not yet foreseen, to go 
into a practice of this kind. He wished the House 
to go into a Committee on the subject. 

Mr. Smiru vindicated the propriety of the reso- 
lutions. He adverted to the vote of opinion in 
the case of the French Constitution, and also on 
the death of Dr. Frankuiin, which last, Mr. 5. 
said, was like offering a vote of thanks to th 
dead. 

Mr. Suersurne thought, that by delaying t 
press the resolutions, at present, it was more likely 
that they would pass with unanimity. — 

Mr. DearBorn was willing to vote in general 
but he could not vote for any particular thanks to 
General Wayne, on account of his attention to the 
discipline of the troops, because the member did 
not know anything particular of it. He wished 
the thing to be done promptly, or it would lose 
much of its merit. 

Mr. Smiru withdrew the resolutions, and gave 
notice that he should bring them forward again 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Murray moved a vote of thanks to the 
militia who have been lately called out in support 
of the laws of the United States. This was laid 
on the table till to-morrow. 

A resolution respecting compensation to the in 
dividuals who have been personal sufferers in the 
late insurrection was called up, and, being read 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


Tuurspay, December 4. 

Mr. Bearry, from the committee appointed. 
presented a bill for the relief of Peter Covenhoven; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills for the relief ot 
sick or disabled seamen; and that Mr. VeNnaBLe. 
Mr. Winaare, Mr. Cops, Mr. Kirrera, and Mr 
Carnes, be the said committee. 
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Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee to whom | but that was only a communication between the 
was referred the Report of the Secretary of War, | House and the Presipen’, and was not addressed 
respecting the Fortifications of the United States, | to the army: a vote of thanks would be formally 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to | transmitted to the army; would be considered as 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole House | an expression of the sensibility of the House, and 
on Monday next. would, he was persuaded, be highly gratifying to 

The House again resolved itself intoa Commit-| the gallant General and his brave army. Mr. 
tee of the Whole House, on the bill to regulate the | Smrrn said he felt a peculiar pleasure in making 
pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, | this motion, as he had on a former occasion found 
and privates, of the Militia of the United States, |it his duty to make the motion which declared 
when called into actual service, and for other pur-| the vacancy of General Wayne’s seat in that 
poses ; and, after some time spent therein the Com- | House, a circumstance which had given him con- 
mittee rose and reported progress. —— pain at the time, but which had — 
sop <EeN won a fortunate event, as an opportunity was thereby 

THANKS TO GENERAL WAYNE. afforded the General of teeta his country in 

Mr. W. Smiru wished to make his promised | the field. 
motion, which he prefaced by observing that he} Mr. Smrra concluded with saying, that as he 
had varied it at the request of several gentlemen. | had no doubt the services of the army had made 
In the original motion, he had particularly no- | the same impression on the House as they had on 
ticed the diligence of the General in disciplining | him, he trusted the motion he was about to make 
his army to the nature of the service in which | would be honored with an unanimous vote. He 
they were engaged, and his fortitude and per- | then moved the three resolutions, as follow: 
severance in encountering the difficulties which! posoiyed. That the thanks of this House be given 
opposed his march through a wilderness. to Major General Wayne for the good conduct and 

Though he and many others were ready tO ac-| bravery displayed by him in the action of the 20th 
knowledge in the fullest manner the merits of the August last with the Indians. 

General in those important particulars, yet as they Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 
were not matters of general notoriety, and as | House be given to the brave officers and soldiers of the 
unanimity on an occasion like the present was | legion under the orders of Major General Wayne, for 
extremely desirable, he had now confined the | their patience, fortitude, and bravery. 

motion to the brilliant action of the 20th August.| Resolved, That the thanks of this House be given to 

Mr. SmituH was ready to admit that there was Major General Scott, and to the gallant mounted vol- 
no precedent on their Journals for a vote of thanks | unteers from the State of Kentucky, who have served 
to the army; but it was not to be thence inferred | their country in the field during the late campaign, 
that the measure was improper: unfortunately, no under the orders of Major General Wayne, for their 


success had occurred since the establishment of | 7°! bravery, and good conduct. 
the present Government which called for this tes- 
timony of public gratitude. 

There were indeed on the Journals votes of 
thanks to the Speakers of the House, and there 
was a vote, on the death of Dr. Franklin, expres- 
sive of his services, both of which cases might 
be considered as bearing some analogy to the 
present, though not precisely similar. — 

Under the former Government innumerable cir- 
cumstances might be quoted. With respect to 
the practice in itself, he had no doubt of its pro- 
priety. He considered this kind of remuneration 
as a just and merited reward for past services, | would not be adopted. He should go farther than 
and an honorable excitement to future exertions. | the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gites] and 
Those who performed them were, in his opinion, | vote against them. The House, in their Answer 
entitled to the gratitude of their fellow citizens, | to the Presipent, had expressed their approba- 
which could be no otherwise publicly expressed | tion, and that was enough. It was not the busi- 
than through their Constitutional organ, the Repre- | ness of that House, but of the Executive, to ex- 
sentatives of the people. When they had this| press such things. Mr. H. had voted most cor- 
claim, to withhold that public expression was to | dially for that part of the Address respecting the 
be unjust. Satisfied then, as he was, that General | Western army. The answer to the Speech of the 
Wayne and the army under his command had | Prestpenr would always afford a good opportu- 
deserved well of their country, had performed nity of conveying these kind of matters. It 
signal and splendid services, from which he anti-| would immediately become necessary to give 
cipated very important advantages, he could not} thanks in every case; and not to give them will 
suppress this tribute of applause. be regarded as an implied censure. He trusted 

He was aware it might be said the House had | that the gentleman would withdraw his motion, 
already in their Answer to the Prestpent’s Speech | and that the House in this way would get rid of 
bore ample testimony to the good conduct of the|it. He had, and he repeated it again, a high 
army, and that it was unnecessary to go farther;| sense of the merit of the officers and soldiers of 


Mr. Gites foresaw many bad consequences 
that might ensue from the practice of giving 
opinions of men. One part of the House might 
be for a vote of thanks, and the other against it. 
He should vote for the proposition, but wished 
that some mode might be adopted for expressing 
the general opinion of the House against’ the 
practice. 

Mr. Kirrera was for restoring the clause re- 
specting the vigilance of General Wayne in at- 
tending to the discipline of his troops. 

Mr. Hittuovuse hoped that the resolutions 
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the army under General Wayne, but he had said 
so already in the Address to the Presipenr. It 
had been urged, as a precedent for this measure, 
that it was usual to thank the Speaker. This 
was a mere ceremony. He wished that it had 
never come into practice, but since it had been 
so, he should always agree to the vote of thanks. 

Mr. Murray thought that we might trust that 
the House would always have too much prudence 
to abuse their thanks, by giving them improperly. 
By way of precedent, Mr. M. read a vote of the 
State of Virginia, thanking Governor Lee for his 
conduct jn the Western insurrection. 

Mr. ! .cHouas approved highly of the conduct 
of the troops, but it was only an act of duty. If 
we send soldiers against the Indians, it is sup- 
posed that they will stand to their posts, other- 
wise the Government cannot be supported even 
for a month. 

Mr. HitLtHouse saw no business which the 
House had with the proceedings in the State of 
Virginia. It had been hinted that the army 
under General Wayne might feel disagreeably, if 
the resolution should be rejected. With that Mr. 
H. had no business. He acted on principles with- 
out regarding the feelings of individuals. 

Mr. W. Smiru agreed with gentlemen that the 
pineipe: object of the House was to legislate ; 

ut it did not follow that they were to be con- 
fined merely to legislation. Every Legislative 
body exercised the right of opinion in cases 
where no act was to follow. This House has 
frequently exercised it: the answers to the Presi- 
DENT’s Speech; the answer to the King of the 
French on his acceptance of the Constitution of 
ninety-one; the opinion of the House on the 
merits of that Constitution; the vote respecting 
Benjamin Franklin; the vote of last session in 
reply to a letter from the Committee of Public 
Safety of France; the votes of thanks to the 
Speakers, were precedents on the Journals which 
refuted a contrary doctrine. It had been said that 
the, latter case was a mere matter of form. Mr. 
S. thought differently, and if ever he was in that 
House when a vote of thanks should be proposed 
toa Speaker who had no claim to it, he should 
feel it his duty to oppose it. Gentlemen appre- 
hended that this practice might lead to innumera- 
ble difficulties hereafter. But every House would 
exercise its judgment and discretion. Members 
would not be so rash as to propose the thanks of 
the House where serious opposition was expected, 
nor would the thanks be voted unless well merit- 
ed. He was unwilling as any member to make 
the thanks of the House too cheap; but all must 
confess that if ever there was an occasion where 
they were properly called for, this was one. To 
deny the right or expediency of the practice was 
in fact to strip the House of one of its most agree- 
able functions, that of expressing its gratitude. 

It had been advanced as an objection, that the 
two Houses might differ; one might vote thanks 
and the other censure, in the same case; but that 
might happen in other cases where the propriety 
of expressing an opinion was admitted; in an- 
swering the Presipent’s Speech in the State Le- 


Thanks to General Wayne. 





gislatures, where thanks were frequently voted. 
the two branches might differ: that was neyo, 
deemed an objection to the practice; each House 
expressed its individual opinion. 

Mr. Smirn said if the House had been sitting 
in September last when the account arrived o; 
this victory, would the members have then felt a. 
coldly as they now do? No; he was convince, 
that in the moment of joy and gratitude, they 
would have unanimously voted thanks to th, 
army without the least hesitation; but they hay, 
since had time to cool, and the impression is wor) 
away. 

Gentlemen should consider the hard service, 
of that army; how badly paid they were; th, 
nature of the country they were in, and then «& 
termine whether the brilliant action of the 2) 
August is to go unrewarded? To appreciat 
truly the merits of that army in obtaining so sig- 
nal a victory, let the House reflect on the conse- 
quences of a defeat: the army disbanded ani 
broken up; the frontiers exposed to the ferociou 
savages; the combination of the tribes more ce- 
mented and formidable; an expensive, long, and 
bloody war. What is now our prospect? Th 
frontiers protected ; the combination of the tril 
dissolved, and peace with them all a probabl 
event. 

3efore, therefore, the motion which he had 
made could be got rid of, it was incumbent ou 
the gentlemen on the other side to show, eithe: 
that it was improper in any case whatever to pas 
a vote of thanks, or that this was not a case ent. 
tled to them; to do the first they must establisi 
in the face of precedents innumerable, a doctrin 
destructive of one of the most amiable privileges 
of the House; to do the last, they must express a 
sentiment which would, he was persuaded, be re- 
pugnant to the sentiments of all their constitu 
ents, for throughout the United States there was 
but one opinion on this subject, and that was in 
unison with the motion. Having made the mo- 
tion after due deliberation, he certainly should not 
withdraw it; but would submit it to the good 
sense of the House. 

Mr. Corr moved the previous question. H: 
thought the practice of dangerous consequence 
It might produce much uncomfortable proceeding 
in that House. He was seconded by a number o! 
members. 

Mr. Parker felt the highest esteem for the ser- 
vices of the Western army. He was intimate bot! 
with General Wayne and General Scott; but bi 
disapproved of the practice upon principle. !! 
was wrong in Mr. Murray to quote the proceed 
ings in the Legislature of Virginia, where th 
Governor was in authority a mere cypher, be- 
cause the two cases did not apply. The Federa! 
Government was on a quite different footing, 2 
mixture of monarchy, of aristocracy, and of de- 
mocracy. The Presipent represented the mon- 
seekinal part. It was his business to give thanks 
if requisite. If he himself was an officer in that 
army, Mr. P. said that he should be satisfied by 
the first thanks, those in the Answer to the Prest- 
penT. He would be hurt by the second as uncon 
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stitutional. What if, in the mean time, General 
Wayne and his army may have committed some 
error that requires an inquiry, and the House are 
to go into it with this vote of thanks staring them 
in their face! It had been said by Mr. Smrrn, 
that if we had been sitting in September, when 
this news arrived, a vote of thanks would have 
been passed immediately and unanimously. I 
believe no such thing (said Mr. P.) We should 
have recommended such a step to the PrestpEnr. 

Mr. Gites said, that if there ever could have 
been any doubt as to the impropriety of the reso- 
lution, that was now removed, [alluding to the 
speech of Mr. Parxer.| He thought that the 
gentleman [Mr. Corr] who moved the previous 
question had acted from the best motives. Two 
gentlemen [Mr. Gries referred to Mr. Sepawi¢k 
and Mr. Ames] had recommended an appeal to 
feeling. We are sent here to reason. A gentle- 
man [Mr. Sepewick] says that he has feelings 
which he cannot express. Let him strive to 
express them. It is not expected that a mem- 
ber is to express all that he may feel on every 
subject. 

Mr. Murray said he thought the present reso- 
lution proper, unexceptionable, and as the fate 
of this question would have an effect on the mo- 
tion for thanks to the militia, which he brought 
forward yesterday, he hoped it would succeed, 
and that its mover [Mr. Smirn, of South Caro- 
lina.) would not withdraw it. Gentlemen who 
are against the vote have talked of precedent. 
example would serve their feelings with a stimu- 
lus, he would take the liberty of calling their 
attention to a page he had in his hand, in which 
they would find that some of our constituents 
have got the start of us, for the House of Dele- 
gates of Virginia had very properly considered 
the conduct of their Governor [Mr. Lee] in a 
light which merited their thanks for his accept- 
ance of the command of his fellow-citizens 
against the insurgents. Mr. M. read the vote 
from a newspaper, which was a unanimous one. 
He said he considered this cireumstance as ex- 
tremely auspicious to both votes. 

He said he had no objection to consider the 
practice as founded in principles which would 
bear examination. He thought it more necessary 
in the administration of our Government—the 
great basis of which was public opinion—than in 
that of any other which he had read or heard of. 
Here our theories have made a bold appeal to the 
reason and feelings of our fellow-citizens. Nei- 
ther titles, nor hereditary honors, nor crosses, nor 
ribands, nor stars, nor garters, are permitted or 
endurable. Neither would they be accepted here 
were they offered. We had but two ways, as far 
as his knowledge then served him, of rewarding 
or acknowledging great displays of public virtue. 
One way is by pay in money; the other by thanks 
expressed by vote, or presented and perpetuated 
in some memorial, as in a medal. The first is 
unequal, as the fortunes of men differ, so would 
such reward not be equally valuable to all its 
objects, and were it practicable to apportion this 
reward agreeably to the fortunes of men, there 
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is a something ill-assorted in it with the idea of 
honorable ambition; nor did he think there was 
any good man who had a spark of what is called 
sentiment in his bosom, who would not say the 
reward was not only lame for want of uniformity, 
but defective in point of taste in its species. He 
believed much in the sense of duty as a motive to 
good and reasonable services, and that an en- 
lightened mind would feel the close alliance 
between interest and duty; but he held reward to 
be essential, politically considered, to the practice 
of great virtue, taking men as you find them. 
Not that money can be an adequate reward; it 
was therefore that he wished to see a style of ac- 
knowledgment derived both from the genius of 
the Government and congenial with the passions 
which work on the side of virtue—a mode as far 
removed from mere avarice as it was nearly asso- 
ciated to the movements of the most elevated 
minds. He readily yielded his belief that the 
gentlemen who were unwilling to adopt the prac- 
tice fully admitted the merits to which they did 
not think it expedient to give a vote of thanks; 
but the precedent, founded expressly on the prin- 
ciple, that in no case of the greatest events are we 
to give thanks to the agents in them, will abso- 
lutely strip the Government of the only power its 
Constitution admits of conferring deserved distine- 
tion. He thought that public gratitude was a 
great fund, which if judiciously and delicately 
economised, might be rendered a source of great 
and good actions. It is an honor both to the 
nation that can feel and express it, and to those 
who receive it. He did not think it ought to be 
lightly drawn on, and hoped a line which it 
was more easy to conceive than draw, would be 
adopted by the House to save the Legislature 
from those perilous occasions which would lessen 
its value, and that no member would ever move 
a vote of thanks but upon the happening of some 
event so strikingly great and useful as to carry 
but one opinion. The two events designated at 
present (for he saw both votes were to have one 
fate) were great, highly interesting, and carried 
but one opinion. The army under General 
Wayne had gained a brilliant victory. It was, 
he believed, the first great victory that had at- 
tended the arms of the United States since the 
adoption of the Constitution. That army merit- 


'ed the thanks of their country, and we may say 


so. They had not only gained victory and fame, 
but had earned them in a solitude where the 
voice of fame could not be heard; in a profound 
wilderness, where neither the soothings of just am- 
bition can reach them, nor the smiles of social 
and civilized life can comfort them after their 
severe labors. 

The militia, both officers and men, in “quelling 
the insurrection,” had displayed the wisdom and 
virtue which the Constitution had anticipated ; 
had eminently deserved the most public testi- 
mony to their good conduct. Shall we, as we 
certainly feel this to be true, be deterred from 
expressing what we feel, because the folly of a 
future moment may possibly betray us into an 
undue multiplication of thanks, or because we 
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may be harassed by a fatiguing succession of 
calls upon our gratitude? There could be little 
fear that great events would crowd too fast upon 
our feelings, and take up our time by applause, 
and he believed his constituents would readily 
admit the importance of two such events as some 
excuse for the time we consume in celebrating 
them. 

In favor of the principle, we are supported by 
the example of the old Congress, by the practice 
of all nations, and by the known character of 
human nature in all cases and everywhere. The 
ancients and the moderns, by a variety of inven- 
tions and of policy, analogous to our object, en- 
deavored to enlist all the passions in the public 
service. The old Congress understood the springs 
that work in great events, and though there was 
in the glorious Revolution which they guided, an 
ardor in the public mind that needed little aid, 
they did not disdain an appeal to the just pride 
and ambition of the individual; that the motives 
to public virtue might be multiplied, they in 
many instances took care that great events and 
services should be attended by some small but 
inestimable memorial. 

Mr. Ames.—The apprehensions of the House 
have been attempted to be alarmed, as if they 
were pushed to adopt hastily and unguardedly 
some dangerous new principle. The practice of 
all public bodies without exception, has been to 
express their approbation of distinguished public 
services. Instead of establishing a new principle, 
the attempt is uow made to induce us to depart 
from an old one. Nay, the objection taken alto- 
gether is still more inconsistent and singular, for 
it is urged, the Answer of the House to the Presi- 
DENT’s Speech has already expressed our appro- 
bation of the conduct of General Wayne and his 
army. It is, say they, superfluous to express it 
again. The argument opposed to the vote of 
thanks stands thus: It is a dangerous new princi- 
ple, without a precedent, and without any just 
authority from the Constitution, to thank the 
army; for, the objectors add, we have in the An- 
swer to the Speech expressed all that is contained 
in the motion. It is unusual to quote precedent, 
and our own recent conduct, to prove a motion 
unprecedented, and to prove a measure new and 
dangerous because it has been adopted without 
question or apprehension heretofore. 

The thanks of this body addressed directly to 
the army will be much more acceptable than an 
opinion concerning them in our Answer to the 
Speech, and which they may not happen ever to 
hear of. 

It has been said, with an air of triumph, that we 
are to be guided by reasoning, not feeling, as if I 
had made an attempt by an appeal to the latter to 
lead the House astray. This observation appears 
to have made some impression, and it is proper 
therefore to notice it. 

Reason is the test of what is true and what is 
useful. When our interests are depending ona 
vote, we cannot be too circumspect to avoid the 
intrusion of our feelings. During the last session 
the opposers of the measures which were then 
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urged upon the House, used all their endeavors ty 
expose their injurious tendency. Some of those 
who would now pass for all reason, made a boast 
then of being all feeling. Then they reproached 
us with an unchangeable adherence to what we 
thought the interests of the country: on such 
questions, where error may be ruin, the passions 
turn traitors. On such oceasions we had our 
feelings, but we thought ourselves bound by ali 
that we owed to duty and our country to suppres, 
them. It was then proper to be cool, considerar 
and cautious. 

But is the present question of such a nature? 
It has nothing to decide respecting the abstract 
truth of the proposition, for the assertion cop. 
tained in the vote of the merit of the ariny \ 
undeniable; it cannot be opposed by any plea o; 
public duty, for it is not an act of authority, nor 
will it affect any one interest or right of society. 

It is simply a question of mere propriety; and is 
it a novelty, is it anything to alarm the caution 
of the House, that such questions are always w 
be decided by feeling? What but the sense 0 
propriety induces me to perform to others the 
nameless and arbitrary duties, and to receive from 
others the rights which the eivilities and retine- 
ments of life have erected into laws? In cases 
of a more serious kind, is not sentiment the only 
prompt and enlightened guide of our conduct? If 
I receive a favor, what but the sentiment of grati- 
tude ought to direct me in my acknowledgments } 
Shall I go to my benefactor and say, Sir, | aci 
coolly and carefully; 1 will examine all the cir- 
cumstances of this transaction, and if upon tl 
whole I find some cause of gratitude, | will thank 
you. Is this gratitude or insult? The man who 
affects to hold his feelings, and his best feelings 
back for this cold-blooded process of reasoning, 
has none. He deceives himself, and attempts ty 
deceive others, if he pretends to reason up or to 
reason down the impressions which actions wor- 
thy of gratitude and admiration make upon his 
heart. Was it necessary to wait for the joy aud 
exultation which the news of the victory of Gen- 
eral Wayne instantly inspired, till we could pro- 
ceed with all due phlegm and caution to analyz: 
it? The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Nicno- 
Las] has not even yet received the impression» 
which are so natural and so nearly universal; for 
he has insisted that the army has only done its 
duty, and therefore it is improper to expres 
our thanks. Indeed, it has done its duty, bul 
in a manner the most splendid, the most worth) 
of admiration and henks, That gentleman ha: 
also expressed his doubts of the very important 
nature of the victory, and one would suppose 
it was thought by many a very trivial advan- 
tage that is gained. It is such an one, however. 
as has humbled a victorious foe; as has avenged 
the slaughter of two armies; as gives us the rea- 
sonable prospect of a speedy peace. Can we 
desire anything more ardently than a termination 
of the Indian war ? 

The same gentleman, or some other opposiig 
the vote of thanks, has said, if our armies have 
done well, they are paid for it, as if money was 
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the measure and the recompense of merit. No, 
sir, our soldiers did not reason coldly (as we are 
now exhorted to do) in the day of battle. When 
the war-whoop would have shrunk hearts that 
had nothing more than reasoning on their wages 
and their services to animate them, did our brave 
soldiers think only of their ninepence a day? If 
they had, we should not have had this occasion 
to offer to them the thanks of the nation. 

A soldier, of all men, looks to this kind of re- 
compense for his services; and surely, to look to 
the approbation and applause of his country, is 
one means of keeping alive the sentiments of 
citizenship which ought not to be suffered to 
expire even inacamp. Shall we make it an ex- 
cuse for refusing to pass this vote that we estab- 
lish the principle of thanking nobody? Is not 
this, as a principle, as novel, as improper, as that 
which alarms our opponents? And shall we 
establish it as a principle against the known prac- 
tice of other assemblies and of this, and against 
the intrinsic propriety of the case, merely because 
we think our discretion will not be firm enough 
in future to prevent the abuse of the practice? 
Scarcely any abuse could have a worse influence 
than the refusal to adopt this vote, because, should 
the negative prevail, what would the army be- 
lieve? Would they not say, a vote of thanks 
has been rejected? It is said we have not done 
much, and what we have done is merely our 
duty, for which we receive wages? 

The debate has taken such a turn, that I con- 
fess I could have wished the motion had not been 
made. For the most awkward and ridiculous 
thing in the world is to express our gratitude 
lothly. But at least it offers to those who fear 
that votes of thanks will be too frequent, some 
security against their apprehensions. Would any 
man risk the feelings and character of his friend 
by an attempt to force a vote of thanks by a bare 
majority through the House? No, an ingenuous 
mind will shrink from this gross reward. If there 
is any force in the precedent it is feared we are 
now making, it will operate more to deter from 
than to invite the repetition. 

Mr. Dearporn was in favor of the original 
motion. In addition to some remarks relative 
to the Republicanism of the idea of the Repre- 
sentatives of the people thanking the armies of 
the people for their prowess and victories, he com- 
pared the argument against the resolutions on the 
score of abuse to’'a miser’s excusing himself from 
the practice of charity, lest he should bestow it 
on unworthy objects. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp was opposed to the previous 
question. He hoped the resolution of thanks 
would pass without a dissenting voice. 

The previous question was now called for, by 
five members, viz: “Shall the main question to 
agree to the said resolution, be now put?” And 

On the previous question, “ Shall the said main 
question be now put?” it was resolved in the af- 
firmative—yeas 52, nays 36, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Abraham 
Baldwin, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lam- 
bert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William 
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J. Dawson, Henry Dearborn, Gabriel Duvall, William 
Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, James Gillespie, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, 
William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Daniel Heister, 
William Hindnfan, Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, 
Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, William Lyman, 
Francis Malbone, William Montgomery, Peter Muh- 
lenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, An- 
drew Pickens, Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, The- 
odore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, William Smith, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, John Watts, Paine Wingate, Richard 
Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nars.—Theodorus Bailey, John Beatty, Thomas 
Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua Coit, 
Isaac Coles, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, William B. 
Giles, Nicholas Gilman, Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, 
James Hillhouse, John Hunter, Richard Bland Lee, 
Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Macon, James Madison, 
Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alex- 
ander D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Francis Preston, John 8. 
Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, 
Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, 
and Artemas Ward. 

And then the main question being put, that the 
House do agree to the said resolution, it was 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 
House be given to the brave officers and soldiers 
of the legion under the orders of Major General 
Wayne, for their patience, fortitude, and bravery. 

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of this 
House be given to Major General Scott, and to 
the gallant mounted volunteers from the State of 
Kentucky, who have served their country in the 
field, during the late campaign, under the orders 
of Major General Wayne, for their zeal, bravery, 
and good conduct. 

Resolved, That the Prestpent’ or tHe Unirep 
Srares be requested to transmit the foregoing re- 
solutions; and that Mr. Witutam Sirs and Mr. 
Murray be appointed a committee to wait on the 
PresipENT therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Murray, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 
House be given to the gallant officers and privates 
of the Militia of the States of New Jer-ey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, who, on the late 
call of the Presipenr, rallied round tne standard 
of the laws, and, in the prompt and severe services 
which they encountered, bore the most illustrious 
testimony to the value of the Constitution, and 
the blessings of internal peace and order; and that 
the Presipenr be requested to communicate the 
above vote of thanks in such manner as he may 
judge most acceptable to the patriotic citizens 
who are its objects. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wittiam Sirsa and Mr. 
Murray be appointed a committee to wait on the 
Presipent with the foregoing resolution. 


Fripay, December 5. 
Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was referred the Message from the Prest- 
DENT OF THE United Srares, of the thirtieth of 
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closing the copy of a Letter from the Governor of 
North Carolina, covering a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of that State; as also the petitions of 
Thomas Person and others, propriejors in lands 
in the Territory of the United States South of the 
river Ohio, and of the Trustees of the University of 
North Carolina, which was made to this House 
on the 19th of February last, be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on Monday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill for the relief of Pe- 
ter Covenhoven ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported the bill with- 
out amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time on Monday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the estimates of appropria- 
tion for the service of the year 1795; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported the following resolution; which was 
twice read, and agreed to by the House, viz: 

Resolved, That, for the expenditure of the Civil 
List of the United States for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, together with the 
incidental and contingent expenses of the several 
Departments and offices thereof, there be appropri- 
ated the several sums of money following, to wit: 

{Here follows a list of all the appropriations, 
amounting, in the whole, to $435,250. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Firzsi- 
mons, Mr. SHeaRsasHuB Bourne, and Mr. Grir- 
FIN, do prepare and bring in the same. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House to whom was committed the bill to regu- 
late the pay of the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes, be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof, and that the said bill be recom- 
mitted to Mr. Gites, Mr. Sepewick, Mr. Heisrer, 
Mr. Locke, and Mr. Van CorrLanpr. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the motion of the third in- 
stant, “that provision be made by law, for com- 
pensating the sufferers by the depredations of the 
insurgents in the Western counties of Pennsylva- 
nia,” and, after some time spent therein, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from further proceeding on 
the said motion, and that so much of the Speech 
of the Presipent or THe Unirep States as re- 
lates to the subject-matter thereof, be committed 
to Mr. Hittuousr, Mr. Finpuey, Mr. Lyman, 
Mr. Warts, and Mr. Witutam Sirs. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred that part of the Speech of 
the Presipent, which relates to the improvement 
of harmony with the Indian nations, within the 
limits of the United States, by fixing and conduct- 
ing of trading houses; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose and reported the fol- 
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lowing resolution, which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, viz: 

Resolved, That dollars be appropriated for 
the purpose of carrying on trade with the Indian 
nations. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in 
pursuant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Par- 
KER, Mr. Buiount, Mr. Boupinor. Mr. Finvuey, 
and Mr. Greenup, do prepare and bring in the 
same. 
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An engrossed bill for the relief of Peter Coven- 
hoven, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to ex- 
amine and report what proceedings have been had 
under the act of Congress, entitled “ An act for 
making further and more effectual provision for 
the protection of the frontiers of the United States.” 
passed the 5th of March, 1792; also, to report 
whether any, and what, amendments are necessa- 
ry to the several laws respecting the Military Es- 
tablishment, and the protection of the frontiers of 
the United States. 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Nicno- 
Las, Mr. Dearporn, and Mr. SMILte. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to amend the act, enti- 
tled * An act to establish an uniform rule of Natu- 
ralization,” and that Mr. Mapison, Mr. Dexvren, 
and Mr. Carnes, be the said committee. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry inhabitants living 
between the lines commonly called Walker’s and 
Henderson’s lines, made a report, which was read: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a law should pass, establishing 
Walker’s line as the Southern boundary between 
the State of Virginia and the Territory of the 
United States South of the river Ohio, reserving 
to the said inhabitants their claims to lands lying 
between the said lines, according to the laws of 
the State under which they claim. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Pres 
ron, Mr. Winston, and Mr. Pickens, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

Mr. Frrzstmons from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of Government for the year one thousand se- 
ven hundred and ninety-five; which was read 
tvrice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee ot 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the Report of the Secretary 
of War, respecting the fortifications of the United 
States. 

The first resolution ef the report was then read; 
and, after some further discussion, the Committee 
rose, and the Chairman reported progress. 

Mr. Parker then moved that the Presipent 
should be requested to cause the proper officer to 
lay before the House a copy of instructions to the 
superintendents and engineers for the erection 0! 
the fortifications in the ports and harbors of the 
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United States. A committee was accordingly ap- 
pointed to wait on the Presipenr. , 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills to establish an 
uniform system of Bankruptcy throughout the 
United States; and that Mr. Wittiam Smirn, Mr. 
Sevewick, and Mr. Venasie, be the said com- 
mittee. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills to authorize the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Untrep Srares to receive on 
loan a sum not exceeding two millions of dollars, 
at arate of interest not exceeding five per cent., 
payable at the pleasure of the United States; and 
that Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. HinpmMan, and Mr. 
Cotes, be the said committee, 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have appointed a committee on 
their part, jointly, with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of this House, to examine 
and report what business is necessary to be done 
during the present session; the Senate have also 
passed a bill, entitled “ An act to amend and ex- 
plain the twenty-second section of the act ‘ Estab- 
lishing the Judicial Courts of the United States;” 
towhich they desirethe concurrence of this House. 

Mr. W. Smirx immediately remarked that it 
would be necessary to appoint three prophets to 
confer with the committee of the Senate. 

Mr. Sepewick moved that the House should 
agree to the motion of the Senate. 

_ Mr. Dayron said, that it was beyond the abili- 
ties of any committee to comply with such a re- 
quisition. He himself had several matters to pro- 
pose, that he had never yet mentioned; and he 
could not be one of the committee, for he was on 
two committees already. But, besides that, other 
gentlemen are daily bringing up new business, 
which they think of importance. He mentioned, 
as an instance, the unexpected motion just now 
made by a gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mapt- 
son,] on the Naturalization Bill, which seemed to 
meet the universal concurrence of the House. Six 
weeks hence there may be a shadow of propriety 
in such a request from the Senate. r 

Mr. Sepewick defended his motion as a matter 
of civility. 

Mr. W. Smiru said, that such a message had a 
very odd appearance fromthe Senate. It was but 
ten or fourteen days since they had formed a quo- 
rum, and now they are inquiring when are we to 
adjourn ? 

Mr. Sevewick said, they have not asked this 
question. 

Mr. Sarru replied, that this was the intention 
of the message. He himself would, perhaps, have 
important business, two or three weeks hence, to 
bring forward from his constituents, but it was 
impossible for fiim to give an account of it just 
now. ‘The House had, two or three days ago, told 
the Presipenr that they were going to consider 
the subjects recommended in his Speech, and now 
they are calied on to conclude the business, 

Mr. Sepewick withdrew his motion. 

The last-mentioned bill in the message was 
read twice, and committed. 


3d Con.— 32 


Proceedings. 


[H.orR. 


Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
consider and report on the expediency of making 
further provision in the laws of the United States, 
relative to the cession of the jurisdiction by parti- 
cular States, in lands where are established, or 
may by law be directed to be built and establish- 
ed, light-houses, buoys, and public piers. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Cort 
Mr. Trepwe ct, and Mr. Les. 


Turspay. December 9. 


Mr. Wituiam Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill to establish an uniform 
system of Bankruptey throughout the United 
States; which was twice read and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of Government for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee appoint- 
ed, presented a bill authorizing a loan of two mil- 
lions of dollars; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate 
entitled “ An act to amend and explain the twen- 
ty-second section of the act ‘establishing the Ju- 
dicial Courts of the United States.” 

The bill was reported to the House without 
amendment, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. W, Smvru rose and said, that he had in his 
hand a letter from Magdeburgh, in Germany, ad- 
dressed to the Congress. A number of families 
there wanted to emigrate into this country, but 
before they ventured on that step, they wished to 
have answers to several queries, which they pro- 
posed. One of these excited a general smile in 
the House. It was, whether there was in Ame- 
rica a quick demand for Physicians and Divines? 
Some other queries went to ascertain whether mo- 
ney could be borrowed, if it should chance to be 
wanted, for carrying on manufactories, such as 
tan works. Mr.35. said, that having received this 
letter, addressed to Congress, he had thought it 
his duty to read a translation of it to the House. 

The Speaker [Mr. Muhlenberg] informed the 
House that there was an incorporated German 
Society in Philadelphia, who had already sent to 
Germany a full answer to every query of this 
kind, which could be put; and this paper had 
been published. But he would take care that the 
letter should have a proper answer. [The Speaker 
himself is the President of this Society. ] 

The House resolved itself into a Committee ot 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
on the Message of the Presipent or rHe UNirep 
Srates, of the thirtieth of January last, enclosing 
the copy of a letter from the Governor of North 
Carolina. covering a resolution of the Legislature 
of that State; as, also, the petitions of Thomas 
Person and others, proprietors of lands in the Ter- 
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ritory of the United States South of the river 

Ohio, and of the Trustees of the University of 

North Carolina ; and, after some time spent there- 

in, the Committee rose and reported progress. 
THE MINT. 

The House then took up the motion of Mr. 
Coir, relative tothe Mint. The letter of Mr. Rit- 
tenhouse, referred to yesterday, was again read. 

Mr. Boupinor drew the attention of the House 
for some time. by a series of the most interesting 
observations. He went to the Bank of the United 
States to inquire for cents. He was told that 
there were none to be had, because the Bank could 
not get them from the Mint. He then went to 
the Mint, where he was informed that cents were 
not coined faster, because the officers of the Mint 
did not know where to get them vented! He said 
that this Mint cost twenty-four thousand dollars 
per annum, and every cent coined there cost the 
public several cents, though he could not exactly 
tell how many. In New Jersey far more cents 
had been coined in a few months than had ever 
been coined altogether at the Mint of the United 
States, and this had been done at one fortieth part 
of the expense which the Mint of the United 
States has cost. 

Several other members adverted to the prodi- 
gious inconvenience which is felt all over the 
Union for want of copper coin; and it appeared 
to excite some curiosity, on what foundation the 
officers of the Mint said that they could not get 
their cents vented. It was remarked by Mr. W. 
Sirs that, except as to Philadelphia, the Mint 
is of little er no use whatever. The cents given 
out never go farther than the city. 

A committee of three members were appointed 
to examine and report on the state of the Mint, 
and what means may be used to render the insti- 
tution more beneficial to the United States. 


Wepnespay, December 10. 


An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
support of Government, for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill authorizing a Loan of two 
millions of dollars was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A petition of William Rotch and Sons, of Nan- 
tucket, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying that they 
may be exonerated from the payment of the du- 
ties imposed on foreign vessels, to which they will 
be subjected, in the case of the ships Maria and 
Diana, the property of the petitioners, which, be- 
ing absent from the United States, were not re- 
gistered within the time prescribed by law. Also, 

A petition of Epaphras Jones, of the city of 
New York, in behalf of himself, Stephen Gor- 
ham, Shubal Gorham, Charles Selden, of the said 
city, merchants, and owners of the brigantine call- 
ed the Peru, of New York, praying that the Col- 
lector of the port of New York may be author- 
ized to receive the oaths of the said Stephen Gor- 


The Mint. 


[ December, 1794. 
ham, Shubal Gorham, and Charles Selden, to the 
register of the said brigantine, they having been 
prevented from taking the same within the time 
prescribed by law, by absence from the United 
States. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
Mr. Goopuvr, Mr. Corrrn, and Mr. Gitman; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That provision be made for effecting the 
transfer of so much of the stock standing to the credit 
of any State, pursuant to the report of the Commis. 
sioners for settling accounts between the United States 
and individual States, to creditors of such State, as 
may be necessary to satisfy their respective demands, 
with the consent of the said State and its creditors :” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
toa Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill to authorize the officers of the Trea- 
sury to audit and pass the account of the late Ed- 
ward Blanchard, deceased ; which was read twice 
and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
of the Senate, of the eighth instant, for the ap 
pointment of a joint committee of the two Hou- 
ses, to examine and report what business is neces 
sary to be done during the present session. 

Mr. Tracy could not speak from experience a: 
to the point of form. But he knew that there wa: 
no message of this kind last session. There wa: 
a committee of the two Houses to know what bu- 
siness could be delayed, but not what was to ly 
done. There seemed but one sentiment in the 
House, as to the message itself, but he was clear 
that, in point of civility, the question should b: 
taken up, and decided. This could do no harm. 
and, by the reception that the proposal would 
meet with, it might most likely prevent any mes- 
sages of that sort in future. 

Mr. Dexver thought that it was an indifferen! 
argument for taking up the proposition to say that 
it would be rejected. This discussion would lt 
a mere waste of time. He understood that the 
resolution had been carried through the Senate b) 
a majority of one. He hoped that the House 
would not give itself any farther trouble abou! 
such a resolution, carried by such a majority. 

Mr. Ho. en said that the resolution was not !!) 
itself worth a moment’s consideration. 

Mr. Gives was for taking up the question, that 
the Senate might not be held in suspense. He 
should vote against appointing a committee. 

The House then divided for taking into cons!- 
deration the message of the Senate—Ayes 5° 
noes 24, 

The main question was then put; “ Shall ths 
House appoint a committee. to confer with on 
from the Senate, and report what further busines> 
remains to be done during the present session ? 

Gentlemen in the affirmative rose. There were 
not more than five or six; so the resolution wa 
rejected by a very large majority. 
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Tuurspay, December 11. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep States: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I transmit to you, for consideration, a representation 
made to me by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
subject of constituting an officer to be specially charged 
with the business of procuring certain public supplies. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Unitep States, December 11, 1794. 


The said Message and representation were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill to regulate the pay of the 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
of the Militia of the United States, when called 
into actual service, and for other purposes, report- 
ed an amendatory bill; which was twice read, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House immediately. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
said Committee ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and made 
several amendments thereto; which were severally 
twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
and Report from the Secretary of War, respecting 
the difficulties and inconveniences which had oc- 
curred in the execution of the act, entitled “ An 
act more effectually to provide for the national 
defence, by establishing an uniform Militia through- 
out the United States,” in pursuance of a resolu- 
tion of this House, of the 25th ultimo; which were 
read , and ordered to be referred to the committee 
appointed to prepare and report a plan for the bet- 
ter organizing, arming, and disciplining the Mili- 
tia of the United States. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for determining the Northern 
boundary of the Territory ceded to the United 
States by the State of North Carolina ; which was 
twice read. and committed. 

Mr. Hitunouse, from the committee to whom 
was referred that part of the Speech of the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unrrepv Srares, which relates to 
the policy of indemnifying the sufferers by the 
depredations of the insurgents in the Western 
counties of Pennsylvania, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the offi- 
cers of the Treasury te audit and pass the account 
of the late Edward Blanchard, deceased ; and. af- 
ter some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 


Balances due 
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Fripay, December 12. 


An engrossed bill to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 
the Militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the officers of the 
Treasury to audit and pass the account of the late 
Edward Blanchard, deceased, was read the third 
time and passed. 

A petition of George Gibbs, of Newport, in the 
State of Rhode Island, merchant, was presented 
to the House and read, praying that he may be 
allowed the drawback of the duties on a quantity 
of wines exported to Calcutta, in the East Indigs, 
in December, 1790, and of which, owing to unavoid- 
able circumstances, he has not beea able to pro- 
duce the certificates required by law to cancel the 
bond given on the exportation of the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee on the memorial of Tobias Ru- 
dolph, representative of John Rudolph, deceased, 
which was made to this House on the 23d day of 
April last. Whereupon, 

Ordered. That the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be authorized to accept the vouchers 
produced in support of the claim of John Rudolph, 
deceased, late a Major in Lieutenant Colonel Lee’s 
legion of the Continental Army, and to pay the 
amount of the said claim to Tobias Rudolph, as 
the legal representative of the deceased. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Curts- 
riz, Mr. SHersurne, and Mr. Batcey, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 


BALANCES DUE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. Hearn next read the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause 
to be laid before the House a statement of the balances 
remaining unpaid, if any, which may have been due by 
individuals to the United States, previous to the 4th of 
March, 1789, and whether any, and what steps, have 
been taken to recover the same. And also a statement 
of the sundry sums of public money, which may have 
been intrusted to individuals previous to the said 4th 
day of March, 1789, and have not been accounted for.”’ 


Mr. Hearn introduced this resolution, with 
some remarks on the impropriety of making new 
Loans, if anything could be had from the debts 
due to the United States. 

It was agreed to take up the resolution. 

Mr. Sepewick moved to refer it toa select com- 
mittee. He observed that a gentleman who was 
not at present here, [ Mr. Jeremtan Wapsworrs, | 
and who knew more of the public accounts of the 
United States than any gentleman in the House, 
had always opposed motions of this kind. He gave 
as a reason that people could not get their accounts 
settled with the Treasury after waiting months. 
This arose from the contusion and loss of doeu- 
ments; and it would be wrong to be hasty in pub- 
lishing them as debtors. 
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Mr. Firzsimons ene that ever since the new 
Government had been established, ten or twelve 
clerks had constantly been employed in endeavor- 
ing to settle these accounts between the United 
States and individuals. He was not sure but these 
debts had cost more trouble to the United States 
than they are worth. Some people are stated in 
the books of the United States as debtors to the 
extent of millions, who call themselves creditors 
to the United States. He moved another resolu- 
tion, which would answer all the purposes intend- 
ed by Mr. Hearn; and this was, that a commit- 
tee should be appointed to inquire what progress 
had been made in the settlement of public ac- 
counts, whether any further measures were want- 
efl to expedite the business, and to get a state of 
balances due. 
Mr. Heatru withdrew his motion, and a com- 
mittee of five was appointed agreeably to the re- 
solution proposed by Mr. Frrasimons. 


PAY OF MILITIA OFFICERS. 


The House then took up the following resolu- 
tion, laid on the table yesterday by Mr. Buovnr, 
that a committee be appointed to bring in a bill 
for regulating the pay of commissioned officers 
of the Militia of the United States, viz: 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring 
in a bill to regulate the pay and allowances to the com- 
missioned officers of the Militia of the United States.” 


Mr. Bown said, that the low pay of the sol- 
diers in the militia was not a cause of greater dis- 
content, than the high pay of the commissioned 
officers. 

Mr. Biount moved that the House should go 
into a Committee of the Whole on this subject. 

Mr. Parker was in favor of the House going 
into a Committee. 

Mr. Firzsimons was for a select committee, in 
the first place, because he thought it improper to 
plunge into so wide a subject at once, without any 
rule or principle to direct them. 

Mr. Ciaiporne argued for a select committee 
in the first place. He said that tour thousand and 
fifty-seven dollars per annum were given toa Ma- 
jor General, which would be sufficient for paying 
twenty-eight or twenty-nine men. This was an 
absurdity, and the Army were sick of it. He 


wanted a select committee first. that some kind of 


shape might be given to the resolution. 

Mr. B. Bourne had never heard any complaints 
against the pay of the militia officers as being too 
high. He had heard complaints on many other 
payments made by Government—such as the six 
dollars aday to members of that House. He would 
think it very improper to make any distinction 
between the pay of officers in the militia, and the 
other troops. We have been raising the pay of 
the privates in the militia somewhat ‘above that of 
the regulars; and now it is proposed to reduce the 

ay of the militia officers below that of the regu- 
ih He thought that all this had somewhat of 
an odd appearance. 

The resolution was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the motion of the 10th in- 
stant, making provision for effecting the transfer 
of so much of the stock standing to the credit of 
any State, to creditors of such State, as may be 
necessary to satisfy their respective demands, and, 
after some time spent therein, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee had had the said mo- 
tion under consideration, and made no amendment 
thereto, 

The said motion was again read, and, on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the House, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That provision be made for effecting 
the transfer of so much of the stock standing to 
the credit of any State, pursuant to the report of 
the Commissioners for settling accounts between 
the United States and individual States, to eredit- 
ors of such State, as may be necessary to satisfy 
their respective demands, with the consent of the 
said State, and its creditors. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Bensa- 
mIN Bourne, Mr. Swirr, and Mr. Van Gaasseck, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 


Monpay, December 15. 


Two other members, to wit: from Virginia, 
Joun Pace; and from North Carolina, Bensamin 
WILLIAMS, appeared, and took their seats in thi 
House. 

Mr. Nicwovas, from the committee appointed 
to examine and report what proceedings have 
been had under the act * For making further and 
more effectual provision for the protection of th: 
frontiers of the United States,” and to report whe- 
ther any, and what, amendments are necessary (0 
the several laws respecting the Military Establish 
ment, and the protection of the frontiers of th 
United States, made a report; which was read 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee o! 
the Whole House on the report of the committe: 
to whom was referred the petition of William 
Dewees; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said report under consideration, and come t 
no resolution thereupon. 

Resolved, That the petition of the said William 
Dewees be rejected. 

Mr. Curistiz, from the committee appointed 
presented, according to order, a bill for the benefi! 
of Tobias Rudolph, representative of Major John 
Rudolph. deceased, which was twice read, an 
committed, 


PAY OF THE MILITIA OFFICERS 


The House resolved itself into a Committee 0! 
the Whole House on the motion of the 12th i- 
stant, “that a committee be appointed to bring 1 
a bill to regulate the pay and allowances to th 
commissioned officers of the Militia of the United 
States.” 
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Mr. Sepewick never had been in the militia, 
and he was very sure that he never should be, but 
this did not hinder him from feeling when they 
were hardly treated. It would depress, discour- 
age,and disgust militia officers, to see the regulars 
hetter paid than themselves. 

On the suggestion of Mr. MunLensera, (the 

Speaker,) the origina! resolution was restricted to 
these words : 
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Pay of Militia Offic ers—Claim of Stephen n Sayre. 


“ Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that | 


the pay of militia officers ought to be reduced.” 

Mr. Buount, Mr. Finpiey, and Mr. Rurser- 
FoRD, were for the reduction. The latter gentle- 
man was averse to the great distinction in the 
pay of officers and soldiers, as, from its extreme 
inequality, too much resembling Monarchy. 

Mr. Hearu was opposed to the motion on the 
table. He thought that it would have an effect to 
damp that militi ury ardor which the House had 
experienced in the recent example before them in 
their militia, who might be called on again to re- 
sume their tour of duty. A comparative reason- 
ing cannot be drawn with justice and truth, from 
the pay fixed by Congress in 1775, for the regular 
army. 
America embarked in the common cause of their 
country upon a revolutionary ground more than 
from pecuniary motives ; but now, when thecoun- 
try has a permanent independent Government, 
there ought to bea better reason given for reducing 
the pay of the militia officers, than has been al- 
ready adduced in the debate. If this resoluticn 
obtains it will have another pernicious effect. It 
would badly reward this great body of our militia, 


to be called from their homes, upon the spur of 


an occasion, under manifold difficulties and ineon- 
veniences; every one must, at the same time, 


confess that the militia are the great bulwark of 


our Republic. This resolution might, in the end, 
tend to make them inferior and subordinate to the 
present small Military Establishment of the Unit- 
ed States. Most of the milit: ry go into the army 
professionally to continue. This is not the case 
with the militia, whose time of service expires 
with the tour. 

After some further remarks from different gen- 
tlemen. the Committee disagreed to the resolu- 
tion. The Chairman reported that they had come 
to no resolution; and the question was then taken 
on the report of the committee, to which the 
House agreed. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and were—yeas 
50. nays 29, as follows: 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, Abraham Baldwin, John Beat- 
ty, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin 
Bourne, Gabriel Christie, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Samuel Dexter, Gabriel Duvall, Dwight Foster, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Ben- 
jamin Goodhue, Andrew Gregg, Samuel Griffin, Tho- 
mas Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, William 
Hindman, Samuel Holten, John Hunter, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, Peter 
Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, 
Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, John 8. Sherburne, 


That was a time, when the citizens of 
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Jeremiah Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, 
Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, 
Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, John Watts, 
and Richard Winn. 

Nays.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas Claiborne, William J. Dawson, 
William Findley, James Gillespie, Christopher Greenup, 
William Barry Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Har- 
rison, Matthew Loc ke, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Antho- 
ny New, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Josiah Parker, 
Robert Rutherford, Israel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis 
Walker, Benjamin Williams, Paine Wingate, and Jo- 
seph Winston. 

The resolution ior reducing the pay of the offi- 
cers of the militia was therefore rejected. 


CLAIM OF STEPHEN SAYRE. 


It was next moved, that the House go into a 
Committee on the report of the Se eretary of State 
|on the petition of Stephen Sayre. The House 
resolved itself accordingly—Mr. Coss in the 
Chair. 

Many objections were made to the claims of 
this gentleman. 

Mr. Bouptnor said, that Mr. Sayre assumed 
the merit of the armed neutrality to himself, and 
this position was unfounded. The armed neu- 
trality arose from a misunderstanding between 
two Russian Ministers, that produced some in- 
trigues ending in this measure. He condemned 
the silence of Mr. Sayre, while Mr. Arrar Lee 
and Dr. FRANKLIN were alive; as they would 
have been the most effectual evidences in his 
favor. 

Mr. Parker explained that, during a long in- 
terval, Mr. Sayre was not in this country, and 
therefore had not an opportunity to make the use 
proposed of their testimony. 

Mr. Swirr disbelieved what Mr. Sayre, in one 
part of his memorial, alleged, viz: that he, by his 
own personal influence, had persuaded the King 
ot Prussia to set on foot the armed neutrality. As 
he firmly believed that this part of the memorial 
was not true. Mr. S. thought himself entitled to 
doubt the correctness of other parts of it. 

Mr. Hitiuouss, Mr. Corr, and some other mem- 
bers, also spoke. It was observed that the Com- 
mittee were, in some material particulars, unin- 
formed, and that it would be better for the Com- 
mittee to rise, and the Chairman to ask leave to 
sitagain. ‘I'he Committee rose accordingly. 

Mr. Mapison, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to amend the act, entitled “An 
act to establish an uniform rule of Naturalization ;” 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the estimates of ap- 
propriation for the service of the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety- -five ; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had again had the said esti- 
mates under consideration, and come to a resolu- 
tion thereupon ; which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be appropriated for the 
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The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That the Presipenr or Tar Unirep 
States be requested to cause a report to be laid 
before this House of the measures that have beep 
adopted, pursuant to the act of the twenty-seventh 
of March last, for building ships; of the progress 
hitherto made; the compensation allowed to per- 
sons employed in the different branches of the bu- 
siness; together with an estimate of the expense 
for completing the same. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gitman and Mr. Pres‘roy 
be appointed a committee to wait on the Presi 
DENT With the foregoing resolution. 

Mt. Firzsimons, from the committee appoint- 
ed, presented a bill making appropriations for the 
expense of the Militia lately called into the ser- 
vice of the United States; which was twice read 


pay, subsistence, forage, and other expenses at- 
tending the Militia in their late expedition to the 
Western counties of Pennsylvania, a sum not ex- | 
ceeding dollars. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Frrzsi- 
mons, Mr. Suearsasuus Bourne, and Mr. Grir- 
FIN, do prepare and bring in the same. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire if any, or what, alterations ought to be 
made to the act, passed the 7th day of June, 1794, | 
entitled “ An act concerning invalids.” 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Boup- 
not, Mr. Greenup, and Mr. GiLvespie. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire how far the Post Office Law has been car- 
ried into execution, and to report thereon; and 
that Mr. Batpwin, Mr. Grove, and Mr. WINN, be , 
the said committee. and committed. 

Mr. Wivuiam Smiru, from the committee ap- MAJOR RUDOLPH’S CLAIM. 
pointed to prepare and report a plan for the re-| | Mr. Curistie moved that the House should go 
demption of the Public Debt, made a report; which | into a Committee, on the report from the select 
was read, and ordered to be committed to a Com- | committee, for the relief Tobias Rudolph, repre- 
mittee of the Whole House on Thursday next. sentative of the late Major John Rudolph, de- 
- ceased. The House resolved itself into a Com- 

Tuespay, December 16. mittee accordingly, Mr. Coss in the Chair. 

A petition of sundry soldiers of the late Army The bill being read by the Clerk, Mr. Mapison 
of the United States, whose names are thereunto proposed, as an amendment, to strike out the name 
subscribed, was presented to the House and read, of ‘Tobias Rudolph, and leave it standing merely 
praying that the locations which they have made the representative of Major John Rudolph, be- 
of the respective proportions of lands due for their | Cause the House did not know whether this I 0- 
military services during the late war, in the se- bias was the legal representative or not. Phis 
cond range of townships, on the river Ohio, to- might hereafter become a legal question. ‘The 
gether with the improvements thereon, may be | amendment was agreed to. ; 
confirmed to them, and grants issued for the same. Mr. Tracy and Mr. Swirr objected strongly to 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to this bill, as breaking through an established rule. 
Mr. Harviey, Mr. Pace, and Mr. Winsron; that | Mr. Tracy observed, that if the representative of 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report Major Rudolph could not bring authentic evi- 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the | dence of his demand, that was no reason why he 
House. should obtain it without evidence. He was in 

A petition of Isaac Taylor and John Harvey, of that case an unfortunate person, but so were ten 
the town of Newbern, in the State of North Ca- | thousand others besides him. 
rolina, merchants, was presented to the House and | Mr. DuvaLi vindicated the justice of the de 
read, praying a remission of the duties accruing mand. Major General Lee, and two other offi- 
on a quantity of rum, sugar, and coffee, the pro- | ©eTs, attested that the had seen Major Rudolph 
perty of the petitioners, which were consumed by | P@y the money out of his own pocket. 
fire, together with the storehouses in which they Mr. Frrzsimons recommended that there should 
were deposited, in the months of October and No- | be an alteration in wording the bill, and for this 
vember : purpose to recommit it. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to| Mr. Carnes could not see the propriety of al- 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Wittiams, and Mr. Orr; that | tering the bill. He thought that as much of it 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report | might be changed, if an alteration was at all ne- 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the | Cessary, without rising. The original documents 

















House. had been carried off by the enemy ; no better evi- 
The following Message was received from the | dence could be got than what had now been offer- 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STAaTEs: ed. Mr. C. was for the bill as it stood. 


Mr. Sepewick was against the bill, and Mr. 
Nicuoas defended it. 

Mr. Tracy inquired what right this person had 
to claim the debts due to a gentleman deceased ? 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to Congress the copy of a Letter from the 
Secretary of State, with his account, as adjusted with | \~ ree 
the Treasury Department, of the expenditure of moneys Was he administrator or executor? had he any 
appropriated for our intercourse with foreign nations, up | ore right than Mr. Tracy, or any body else, to 
to the first of July, one thousand seven hundred and | seek this money ? 
ninety-four. Mr. Curistik replied, that Mr. Tobias Rudolph 
G. WASHINGTON. | was brother to the deceased, and legally author- 
Unitep States, December 16, 1794. ized tu claim debts due him. 
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Mr. eee Mu RRAY was in favor of f the bill, with 
a modification. 

Mr. MonrTGoMERY was entirely against the de- 
mand. 

Mr. Sevewick thought that the people of this 


country never could be safe against claims, if 


those of the present kind were admitted. It might 
be hard on this representative of Major Rudolph. 


but it would be harder on the public at large, if 


this bill were to pass. A door will thus be opened 
to advance frauds on the Treasury faster than 
any Legislature can vote money to ‘supply them. 
Is it proper to pay money on ‘the evidence of a 
certificate from certain military officers, that four- 
teen years ago money was advanced by Major 
Rudolph 2? How could these gentlemen know that 
the Major had not previously been furnished with 
it? It was improper to urge the characters of the 
gentlemen here introduced as witnesses. They 
were no doubt highly respectable, but this instance 
might serve as a precedent for different charac- 
ters. We must not yield to individual feelings, 
but adhere to general principles. 

Mr. Curistip had seen claims admitted which 
had not half the evidence that there is in this case, 
There could be no better evidence than was here 
produced. It had been alleged that there never was 
any case like this formerly “before the House. The 
assertion was not true. It was not a fact that the 
case was unprecedente.!. He defied the member 
who spoke last, [Mr. Sepa@wick,} with all his in- 
genuity, to devise better evidence than that which 
had been here brought. He said there had been 
more time spent upon this question than the worth 
of the whole sum. He did not wish to detain the 
Committee. To put an end to the dispute, he 
should move at once for the Committee to rise 
and the Chairman to report progress. This was 
agreed to and done accordingly ; but when leave 
was asked to sit again, the House refused, and the 
case was at last referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


CLAIM OF STEPHEN SAYRE. 


It was then moved that the Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from further consi- 
deration of the Report of the Secretary of State, 
on the memorial of Stephen Sayre. The resolu- 
tion passed in the affirmative. It was next moved 
to refer it to the Committee of Claims, which was 
negatived—yeas 34, nays 46. 

it was then moved and agreed to read the Re- 
port of the Secretary of State, on the claim of Mr. 
Sayre, which was done accordingly. 

Mr. Boupinor observed, that he was called 
upon to give his assent to a report of the special 
committee, for paying out of the Treasury a large 
sum of money, which he could not consistently 
do without examining into the facts, as they ap- 
peared from the vouchers on the table. Mr. 
Sayre’s account amounted to upwards of £4,000 
sterling—a sum which would certainly justify the 
attention of the Committee to the nature and cir- 
cumstances of the demand. It is founded on an 
appointment (by our Commissioners in Europe) 
of Mr. Sayre in 1777, as Secretary to Mr. Arthur 
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Lee, then a Commissioner to the Court of Berlin. 
Mr. Sayre states that Mr. Lee staid at Berlin 
about five weeks, but that he himself remained 
five months. That in 1778, he went to other 
Courts in Europe at the request of the Commis- 
sioners, &c., for which he charges a salary at the 
rate of £1,000 sterling per annum. In May,1777, 
he received 2,000 livres from Mr. Lee, which he 
credits in his account. It does not appear that any 
application was made for this balance to the Com- 
missioners in Europe; but in April, 1785, the Se- 
eretary of Foreign Affairs reports to Congress on 
a petition presented by Mr. Sayre, claiming the 
balance of his account; and after stating the “alle- 
gations of Mr. Sayre, declares his opinion that 
Mr. 8. is entitled to a reasonable compensation 
for his services, but that a copy of the report 
should be sent to Dr. Frankutn and Mr. Lee, and 
that they should be requested to inform Congress 
in what manner and fe and on what terms, 
Mr. S. had been employed. Mr. Lee wasa Dele- 
gate in Congress, as appears from the Journals, 
from January, 1783, till April, 1784, when he was 
appointed a Commissioner for Indian Affairs, to 
hold the Treaty of Fort Stanwix; this Treaty is 
dated October, 1784. In August, 1785, Mr. Lee 
was chosen one of the Board of Treasury, (whose 
duty it became to report on all demands against 
the United States.) and continued in that office till 
1789. Dr. FRANKLIN arrived in America some- 
time about the year 1785 or 1786. In 1783, Mr. 
Sayre arrived in Philadelphia, and it was not till 
1785 that he petitioned Congress, though Mr. Lee 
Was a great part of that time one of that body. It 
does not appear that any application was made 
either to Mr. Frankutn or Mr. Lee, under the 
Report of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, but in 
December, 1786, application was made by Mr. 
Sayre to Silas Deane, in England, who gave him 
a certificate of his appointment, a man whose en- 
mity to the United States had placed him in a 
state of banishment from this country. Among 
other services also stated by Mr. Sayre, is his 
agency in bringing about the armed neutrality 
during the late war. 

Mr. B. then reminded the Committee of the 
danger there was in determining on the state of 
facts of such long standing. That as to the armed 
neutrality, Mr. B. appealed to the historical know- 
ledge of most of the gentlemen of the Committee, 
if this fact was possible? This extraordinary mea- 
sure, it was well known, took its rise from the 
state of parties in the Court of Russia. One of 
the Secretaries of State, with the British Minis- 
ter on one side, and the other Secretary on the 
other; and so secret was this transaction, that the 
first news the British Minister received of its ex- 
istence, was from the announcing of it to his own 
Court. The next fact in which Mr. Sayre is mis- 
taken, is the salary of the Secretary to a Commis- 
sioner. By the resolution of the former Congress, 
upon the Journals of 1780, (in his hands.) this sa- 
lary is declared to be but £300 sterling per an- 
num. Yesterday Mr. B. said he had suggested 
from ~ memory a slight remembrance of some 
charge of Mr. Lee in the settlement of his ac- 
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counts for the salary of his Secretary; and lest 
any one might be injured by his memory failing 
him, he had sent to the office for the copy of Mr. 
Lee’s account, which he had before him, and stood 
thus: Comper nsation for services asC ommissioner, 

from 1776 to 1778, at £500 sterling per annum, 

£1,638 17s. 9d. sterling. Secretary’s salary from 
25th March, 1778, to 25th March. 1780, at £300 
sterling per annum, is £600. By this account the 
salary of £300 is confirmed ; and that he who was 
the principal had but £500, from whence the im- 
propriety of his Secretary having £1,000 must 
fully appear. It also appears, that ‘he charged his 
Secretary’ssalary from March, 1778, which leads to 
the presumption that before this it had been settled. 

This presumption is strengthened by its appear- 
ing that Mr. S. had rceeived 2,000 livres, which 
is about full pay for the three months and a half, 

at £300 per annum ; and by the Committee’s Re- 

port, it is not pretended that Mr. S. was more 
than four months on this mission. Mr. B. ac- 
knowledged that both the present Secretary of 
State and the select committee report the salary 
as having been at the rate of £1,000 sterling per 
annum. But they have been led to this mistake 
by taking up the salaries of the Secretary to the 
Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of France. 

But it is extraordinary that the difference did not 
strike them. At the Court of France the Minis- 
ter was acknowledged, and lived in the manner of 
other Ministers representing the sovereignty of 
their Nation, in which expenses their Secretary 
was in some measure involved; and accordingly 
the Minister was allowed £2,500 sterling per an- 
num, and the Secretary £1,000. But in the pre- 
sent case the Commissioner, time incognita, was 
not acknowledged, and received himself but £500, 
and his Secretary £300. 

From this view of the matter, Mr. B. conceived 
the application stood precisely in the same terms 
it did when Mr. Jay reported on it to Congress in 
1785, that is, as unsupported by sufficient proof. 
Thecertificate from Mr. De ane, adding no weightin 
the scale of evidence, and even if valid, goes no fur- 
ther than to the appointment, which no one doubts; 
but is silent as to the terms or what compensation 
had been made. For these reasons Mr. B. said he 
must give his negative to the resolution before the 
Committee, if supported only by the facts on the 
table. 

The House then proceeded to consider the re- 
port of the Committee. Whereupon, 

The first resolution reported by the Committee, 
in the words following, to wit: 


“ Resolved, That the accounting officers of the Trea- 
sury be directed to audit and settle the account of Ste- 
phen Sayre, as Secretary to the Legation of the Ame- 
rican Commission at Berlin ; ; and that they allow him 
seven months’ pay, at the rate of one thousand pounds 
sterling per annum, with interest thereon till paid :” 


was, on the question put thereupon, disagreed to 
by the House. 

The second resolution reported by the Commit- 
tee, in the words following, to wit: 


“ Resolved, That Stephen Sayre, late Secretary to Ar- 
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thur Lee, one of the Commissioners from the United 
States at Berlin, be allowed the sum of dollars, 
for extra services rendered the United States subse- 
quent to the departure of Arthur Lee from the Court of 
Berlin :” 

was, on the question put thereupon, disagreed to 
by the House. 


PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 


It was then moved and seconded that the House 
should go into a Committee, on the report of the 
select committee, on that part of the Presipeny’s 
Speech which recommended compensation to the 
sufferers by the insurgents in the Western coun- 
ties. The House accordingly went into a Com- 
mittee, Mr. Coss in the Chair,and the report was 
read. 

In the clause for making compensation to offi- 
cers of Government, and other citizens, Mr. N1- 
CHOLAS was for striking out the three last words, 
and restricting indemnification to the officers of 
Government, as the additional words would make 
room for a set of claims which never could be sa- 
tisfied put to an end. It is now ascertained 
that the majority of the people of the four West- 
ern counties have always been in favor of Govern- 
ment; but, since it is so, they ought to have sup- 
pressed the insurrection, and saved the expense of 
sending an army into that country. But as they 
did not do so, Mr. N. did not see what claim they 
had for compensation any more than the sufferers 
in the war with Britain. 

Mr. Finpvey thought that sound policy required 
an indemnification to the sufferers. 

Mr. Hitituouse was in favor of the report of 
the Committee as it stood. The whole affair wa: 
but a trifle. He understood that the damages 
done by the rioters did not altogether exceed 
twenty ‘thousand dollars; and that three-fourths 
of this sum was for losses sustained by officers of 
the revenue. The rest of the account was for per- 
sons who had fought in defence of the officers, or 
who had lodged and protected them. He observed 
that the whole of the select committee were of 
one mind upon the subject, and agreed in const- 
dering the other citizens as equally entitled to in- 
demnification with the officers themselves. 

Mr. Nicnouas was still against the resolutions 
as originally worded. He did not see any proot 
of extraordinary attachment on the part of the 
claimants, nor any peculiar call on the justice of 
the House in this particular case. 

Mr. W. Situ said, that one man had his whole 
property burned for having, at the hazard of his 
life, assisted in attempting to defend the house o! 
the Inspector General. A second received the 
same treatment for having lodged an excise ofli- 
cer; and a third, because he had antecedently 
been one himself, though he had quitted his em 
ployment before the riots began. Mr. 8. urged 
that these were certainly peculiar and pressing 
eases, and that it would be highly impolitic not 
to protect such people. 

Mr. Gitsert hoped that there would be no dis 
crimination, but that all the sufferers would be 
alike reimbursed. 
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ih. BoupinoT proposed a kind of compromise 

between the original resolution and the amend- 
ment by Mr. Nicnotas. He proposed that the 
clause should read thus: “officers of the rev e nue, 
and other citizens aiding and assisting them.” He 
was willing t» indemnify persons who had ac- 
tuallv suffered in defence of Government, but not 
other persons who might accidentally have been 
injured by the rioters. 

Mr. Dayton was of opinion that some restric- 
tion of this sort was necessary. Citizens were in 
duty bound to support Government, but the latter 
was not in all cases bound to indemnify their 
losses. Let any person go through any part of 
the country wherever British soldiers had marched, 
and he would find thousands and tens of thousands 
of people whose property had been utterly destroyed 
by the wanton barbarity of these troops. Go to 
another part of the country and you will find peo- 
ple who suffered very considerably by the Ame- 
rican soldiers, when Government did not give 
them an ounce of bread for pounds that they 
should have had. It was not possible to make sa- 
tisfaction to all these people. 

Mr. Sepewick said it was extremely disagree- 
able to attempt detaining the Committee with this 
subject, to which they discovered such general in- 
attention, that he did not know if it had ever been 
equalled in any popular assembly before. He 
again adverted to an argument which he had used 
on a former day, viz: that when a private person, 
at the risk of his property and his life, comes for- 
ward to support the execution of the laws, his ser- 
vice was much more meritorious, and demon- 
strated a much greater degree of patriotism than 
that of a revenue officer who was paid for his 
share of the business. He inferred that the suf- 
ferers by the Western rioters should all be equally 
indemnified. 

Mr. HiLLuovuse repeated some of his former rea- 
sons for wishing to discharge the whole claims. He 























Mr. Boupinor. 

Mr. Swirr was against the amendment of Mr. 
Bovupinor, because he was against giving at pre- 
sent any thing at all. He would suffer the per- 
sons who have sustained injury from these rioters 
and trespassers to prosecute them at law. If they 
cannot get any retribution in that way, then, and 
not sooner, you may begin to consider upon the 
propriety of giving any compensation; but till the 
parties aggrieved have done their utmost in that 













the nature proposed. It had been alleged that the 
House might advance money in the meantime to 
the sufferers, and leave them to their actions 
against the rioters. But = you pay a man for his 
damages, what security there that he will fol- 
low up his suit; or, is it _ evident that such pre- 
vious compensation will greatly damp his ardor? 










Government being ready to pay the damages, in 
law, there certainly never would be found a jury 


this reason Mr. S. was entirely against the resolu- 


Pennsylvania Insurgents. 


was therefore against the qualified amendment of 


way, he would have no steps whatever taken of 


Mr. 8. said, that if previous notice were given of 
case they could not be recovered before a court of 


to bring a verdict against a private person. For 
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tion at this time. What he might do hereafter, 
he would not say. 
wherein he could be induced to advance money. 
If any of these persons could prove that they 

had been reduced by the rioters to such pov erty 
that they were unable to prosecute their claims in 
a court of law, it might then perh: aps be expedient 
to advance for them the expenses of the suit. But 
the interposition of the House at this period would 
affect the claims very greatly, and thus confer on 
the rioters themselves a favor which Mr. S. was 


There was only one case 


very unwilling to bestow, as he would wish them 


prosecuted to the utmost. Before the meeting of 
next Congress, it might be ascertained what could 


be made of these prosecutions, and then, and not 


till then, Mr. S. would think it proper to enter on 


the discussion suggested by the report of the se- 
lect committee. 
Mr. Dexter drew a distinction between persons 


suffering by an open enemy, whose approaches 


they could not avoid, and those who suffer volun- 
tarily. The claim tor compensation was com- 
plete, and we should do the parties injustice if 
they did not receive full satisfaction. 

Mr. Boupinor withdrew his amendment, under 
the idea that the particular cases would hereafter 
come before the House. The question therefore 
reverted to iis former shape, shall the words “and 
other citizens” be struck out. 

Mr. Dayvron, in opposition to Mr. DexTer, con- 
sidered the Government of the Un‘ted States as 
more justly bound to make reparation to the peo- 
ple who suffered by the robberies and conflagra- 
tions perpetrated by British soldiers than to com- 
pensate the sufferers in the four Western coun- 
ties ; for those whose houses were burned, and 
whose property was destroyed by the British, had 
no quarter to which they could look for relief ex- 
cept to their own Government. The people to the 
W cstward, on the contrary, had it in their power 
to prosecute the rioters, who were well able to 
pay them. Mr. Dexrer had said that the losses 
of the persons ruined by the British were upon 
record. Perhaps, said Mr. Dayron, they will al- 
ways be on record; but nobody supposes that we 
shall ever indemnify these losses. He thought it 
prudent for the present to restrict relief to the offi- 
cers of Government alone. 

The question was about to be put, on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. NicHo.as to the first reso- 
lution in the report of the select committee, when 
Mr. Scorr rose. He said, that if there had been 
a proposal devised to weaken the hands of Go- 
vernment in the four Western counties, there was 
no one thing which could have effected that point 
sO comple tely as the striking out of these three 
words, “and other citizens.” If gentlemen would 
only reflect for a moment, he would ask them how 
they thought it possible that any civil officer, afier 
the adoption of such an amendment, would ever 
be able to raise a posse in that part of the coun- 
try ? Who would hereafter venture to defend the 
lite of an excise officer. when the world has been 
told, that individuals do it at their own hazard, 
and cannot look to Government for any compen- 
sation? Who will hereafter admit an excise offi- 
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cer into his house, if that house may, with im- 
punity, be burned about his ears? As soon as this 
amendment has gone abroad, everybody, instead 
of assisting the officers of the revenue, will strive 
to keep out of their way, and have nothing to do 
with them. If there never had been anything 
said about making a compensation to other citi- 
zens, perhaps there might have been little harm, 
or at least there would have been much less harm 
by forbearing to give them relief. But when the 
subject has been fairly brought forward by the 
PresipENT in his Speech, and when it had been 
debated at full length in this House, when so much 
notice had been attracted, and so many hopes have 
been thrown out, to give, in the face of all this, a 
direct negative, would be the most impolitic step 
that could possibly be thought of. 

The Committee then agreed to reject the amend- 
ment, and divided on the first resolution as it origi- 
nally stood in the report of the select committec— 
yeas 46, nays 37. 

The second resolution was then put for enabling 
the PresipENT to draw the sum of ——— dollars 
for the relief of the sufferers—yeas 41, nays 37. 

Mr. Samira then said, that seventeen thousand 
dollars had been mentioned in the Committee as 
sufficient to pay the whole damages. He proposed 
to fill up the blank with eight or ten thousand dol- 
lars. on account, till they should see what was to 
be the final amount of the claims. 

Mr. Hittwouseand Mr. Kirrera both objected 
to this proposal. The Committee rose. The Chair- 
man reported that the Committee had agreed to 
the report of the select committee without any 
amendment. The House were about to take up 
the report, when Mr. Sepewick said, that he was 
really concerned at thinking that there could have 
been any division at all about such a thing. He 
still hoped that a measure might be adopted which 
would produce unanimity on the subject, and 
would have a much better effect than such a di- 
vision. 

The bill appropriating one million one hundred 
and twenty-two thousand five hundred and sixty- 
nine dollars and one cent for the expenses of the 
militia in the Western expedition, was read a first 
and second time, and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole to-morrow. 


Wepnespay, December 17. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF tHe Unirep Srates: 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before Congress copies of the Journal of the 
proceedings of the Executive Department of the Go- 
vernment of the United States South of the river Ohio, 
to the first of September, 1794. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitrep Srates, December 17, 1794. 

The said Message and papers were read and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying certain 
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despatches from Major General Wayne, dated the 
seventeenth of October and twelfth ot November. 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four -; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Corr from the committee appointed to con- 
sider and report on the expediency of making any 
further alterations in the laws of the United States 
relative to the cession of the jurisdiction, by par- 
ticular States, in lands where are established, or 
may, by law, be directed to be built and estab- 
lished, light-houses, buoys, and public piers, made 
a report; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 


TAYLOR AND HARVEY’S CLAIMS. 


Mr. Parker moved that the House should go 
into a Committee on the petition and report of 
the select committee in the case of Isaac ‘Taylor 
and John Harvey. This was done accordingly, 
Mr. Coss in the Chair. 

The substance of the petition was to remit the 
duties on certain goods, which had been destroyed 
by fire. 

Mr. GoopuveE objected to the principle on which 
the application went. There never would be an 
end of such things. A fire happened lately at 
Boston, which destroyed perhaps ten thousand or 
twenty thousand pounds worth of commoditie: 
that had paid duties. What kind of business 
would it be if all these persons were to come for 
ward and make a demand of compensation for 
their duties paid on the articles thus consumed or 
lost, if a gallon of rum is worth, say, a dollar, and 
of this thirty cents is paid in duties? When the 
dealer has his cask of rum lodged in his store, 
that part of the price of the rum paid to the r 
venue is as much his property, he is as much 
richer by the possession of this rum as he would 
be by having an advance of money to the same 
amount. The inference of the member was tha! 
in case of an accident by fire or otherwise the Lé 
gislature had no eall to interfere. It was in fact 
making the sufferer a present of so much mone) 
and the House had no business to do any suc!) 
thing. Claims of this kind never would have a 
conclusion. 

Mr. Firzsimons considered it as an act ol in 
justice to our constituents to waste time upon such 
trifling matters. The House would spend half a 
day in debating about an affair of two or three 
hundred dollars, and sometimes of only forty or 
fifty. Mr. F. declared that, for his own part, he 
would rather pay his share of the sum demanded 
than see the time of the House squandered on such 
trifles. They never would be got through. The 
more grants, the more petitions. 

Mr. Parker differed entirely from the membet 
last up. He, for himself, had no interest in this 
case. The parties were no particular connexions 0! 
his; but he happened to be a member of the com- 
mittee to whom their petition was referred, and he 
wished tosee them have the same justice with other 
petitioners to that House. He differed from the 
member who had just sat down [Mr. Frrzsimons} 
in this respect, that, whether the sum claimed 1n 
the petition was two hundred dollars or two thou: 
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sand. still the extent of the demand made no dif- 
ference. If the ground was just, it was, in both 
cases, alike their duty to give proper redress. 
The smallness of the demand was no solid reason 
for refusing or neglecting it. 

Mr. W. Smiru objected, not to the giving relief 
in this particular case, but to the principle of af- 
fording it in any case of this nature. As soon as 
the present business should be disposed of, he 
would lay on the table a resolution for considering 
this practice. 

To that Mr. Parker said he had no objection : 
only let the preseat petition be in the mean time 
treated as others of the like nature had been. 

The Committee then rose and reported pro- 
gress, but leave to sit again was refused. 

EXTRA CLERKS. 


Mr. Firzsimons then observed that there had 
been frequent applications to the House for sala- 
ries and compensatious to extra clerks, and he un- 
derstood that they would have something of that 
kind during the present session from the Loan 
Office. To prevent their being harassed in this 
way hereafter, he moved the following resolution, 
viz: That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the establishment of clerks in the several De- 
partments, and to report a plan for the number 
permanently to be employed in each, and their 
compensation. 

A committee of five members was appointed 
accordingly, to wit: Mr. Frrzstmons, Mr. Ly- 
MAN, Mr. Saersurne, Mr. Wars, and Mr. New. 

Mr. W. Smirr next laid on the table a resolu- 
tion that a committee be appointed to consider 
and report on the policy of remitting the duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, where such 
goods, wares, and merchandise, have been de- 
stroyed by fire or other accidents. 

There was then read a Message from the Pre- 
SIDENT, Which had been delivered a little before, 
and a journal transmitted along with it, from 
William Blount, Governor of the Territory of 
the United States Southwest of the Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the select committee on that part of the 
Presipent’s Speech respecting compensation to 
the sufferers by insurgents in the Western counties 
in Pennsylvania. When the first of the two 
resolutions in the report was read, Mr. Swirr ob- 
jected to the granting of immediate indemnifica- 
tion, on much the same ground as he adopted yes- 
terday in the Committee of the Whole. He in- 
quired how a person, with a compensation from 
that House in his pocket, could appear in a Court 
of Justice to prosecute a rioter for damages, when 
the Judge, the jurors, and every one in Court 
knew he had been indemnified ? He enlarged, at 
some length, on the great pity that it would be to 
let those rioters and rebels escape so; and, after 
they had cost Government above a million of dol- 
lars, that they should not be obliged to pay these 
sixteen or twenty thousand. 

Mr. Lyman hoped that the House would give 
the money, and have done with the business. 


Extra Clerks—Pennsylvania Insurgents. 
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Mr. Nicuo.tas.—The more he considered this 
question, he was the more convinced that the 
House are involving themselves in embarrass- 
ment. Are you not told (said he, alluding to 
what had been urged by Mr. Swirr) that, by pay- 
ing these claims in the first instance, you are eut- 
ting the sinews of civil process? In any future 
commotion of this kind a person who has lodged 
an exciseman may have his house burnt from pri- 
vate spite against him, and not because he inter- 
fered in favor of a revenue officer. Then you are 
bound, by this precedent, to indemnify him; and 
how can you distinguish what was the real motive 
to that outrage? He believed it impossible ever 
to bring Government to such a state of perfection 
as that all losses suffered in defence of it should 
be indemnified at its charge. Where is the differ- 
ence between this case and that of indemnifying 
the losses at sea by by the British? Yet that pro- 
posal was rejected. Where is the gentleman who 
wil say that he believes people will put them- 
selves to the trouble of prosecuting, when they 
know that the money, if recovered, must go into 
your pockets again? Let us put the case, that a 
jury in the Western counties, where these points 
must be tried, shall find any of these people enti- 
tled to less than what you have bestowed upon 
them? Can you then recover the money back 
again? It is said that this resolution embraces 
but a few instances, and these of the most meri- 
torious kind; but, in reality, it includes all citizens 
who have suffered. What will this comprehend, 
or, rather, what will it not comprehend? He 
supposed that the design was that the Commis- 
sioners appointed by the Presipenr for that effect 
should be sent into the Western counties to ascer- 
tain the damages. Mr. N. concluded by declaring 
that nothing which he had heard could induce 
him to go to the extent proposed ; and, by giving 
money at present, the prosecutions would all 
come to nothing. 

Mr. Murray hoped the first resolution would 
succeed. He really thought that the reasoning of 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Nicuovas] 
would extend to the exclusion of General Neville. 

Mr. Mapison remarked, that great respect was 
due to this proposition, both on account of the in- 
teresting occasion that produced it, and of the 
quarter from whence it came. But the more he 
revolved the subject in his mind, the more he was 
convinced that great circumspection was requi- 
site, and that the House, for many reasons, ought 
to take as much time in deliberating upon what 
they ought to do as the nature of the subject will 
admit. He recommended the proposal of some 
gentlemen to let the affair lie over to next session. 

It is no doubt proper to encourage a spirit for 
suppressing insurrections, and this measure is cer- 
tainly calculated to promote that spirit. But, in 
his judgment, Mr. M. feared that it would like- 
wise encourage insurrections. A great body of 
people were commonly engaged in such disturb- 
ances who were not worth hanging, and to whom 
an established Government usually held out an 
amnesty. By this means great multitudes came 
in, and received pardon before the operations of 
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chastisement began. The mob, ehieitebene: would 
in this case reason thus: Asa crowd, we "have a 
good chance to escape the gallows. Let us then 
plunder as fast as possible, because Government 
will disburse the loss, and we shall not be forced 
to disgorge our booty. Mr. M. thought that spe- 
culations of this kind might be entertained by 
future insurgents, if the House were instantly to 
vote a complete indemnification to the sufferers. 

Mr. M. held the highest respect for the arguments 
and feelings of gentlemen who espoused the other 

side of the question. What he himself had just 
now suggested. he did not regard as decisive con- 
siderations, but yet as considerations of weight. 

His own impression was to let the matter lie over 
till the next session, and then those who had done 
their best in prosecuting would come forward to 
that House to claim compensation under the most 
auspicious circumstances, and all which they shall 
have recovered will be saved to the State. 

Mr. Boupinor differed in some degree from the 
gentleman who spoke last. He was for doing 
something at present, though not so much as was 
implied in the first resolution. He re capitulated | t 
the danger that would arise from slackening the 
efforts of people to prosecute the rioters. He en- 
tirely dissented from the principle laid down by 
some gentlemen, that Government was in all 
cases bound to indemnify the losses sustained by 
its citizens from foreign or domestic outrage. In 
the war with Britain there were great numbers of 
people who chose rather to fight it out to the last, 
and permit their houses to be burned by the Bri- 
tish treops, than accept of terms which they 
might have obtained. Mr. B. again proposed the 
amendment which he laid yesterday before the 
Committee, viz: that after the words “and other 
citizens,” there should be inserted, “ personally 
aiding and assisting them.” This he thought suf- 
ficient in the mean time. 

Mr. Hearn declared himself against the reso- 
lution as unsound policy. He feared that it may 
be an encouragement to future mischief. When 
an officer of the revenue finds that he is to be so 
easily paid—to be paid a double value for the burn- 
ing of his house—will not this slacken his ardor 
in defence of it? Who has not heard of the re- 
bellion of Snee, where a great deal of property 

yas destroyed? People there began at the right 
end of the business. 
against the rebels, and damages were recovered. 
Pray, would it not be a proper bar to the recovery 
of damages i in a Court of law to say Government 
has paid you? Will not these people who suffered 
by the Tories in the last ware omy next, with open 
mouths, and demand indemnity ? We shall next 
have those citizens who lately suffered by the pi- 
rates of Britain hastening todemand compensation. 
Mr. H. considered this as the most important 
question which had come before Congress during 
the present session. He concluded by saying that 
he would bear his testimony against this resolution. 

Mr. Carnes was of the same opinion. Mr. 
Murray had ‘said that it would be impossible to 
find a jury in the Western counties who would 
give honest damages against the rioters, because 
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alicia every way was on their side, and 
there would be no possibility of finding a jury 
who would pass an equitable verdict, unless re- 
course was had to the odious and execrable prac- 
tice of packing juries. This remedy was worse 
than the disease; and from this Mr. Murray jn- 
ferred the futility of compelling the sufferers to 
wait for the result of hopeless prosecutions, and 
the propriety of immediately paying the damages, 
Mr. Carnes asked the gentleman whether his 
knowledge as a lawyer did not inform him that 
an upright jury might be selected without having 
recourse to the infamous expedient of packing? 
When a jury were chosen, the prosecutors would 
be at liberty to except against them; and if tl 
were either men of bad characters, or in any shape 
connected with the rioters, these exceptions would 
be admitted, and this process would go on till a 
respectable jury could be chosen. This was quite 
distinet from any thing like packing. He consi- 
dered this explanation as a satisfactory answer to 
the arguments advanced by the member from Ma- 

land ; and he entertained a better opinion than 
that gentleman seemed to possess of the jurymen 
in the Western counties. Mr. C. foresaw many 
bad consequences that might possibly flow from 
this alaerity in discharging damages. What | 
there should be a collusive insurrection between 
two parties, and then, instead of twenty thousand 
dollars, we shall have to discharge a bill of pe: 
haps an hundred thousand, or twice that sum 
He considered it as good a plea in bar of prosecu- 
tions to say, Government has paid you. But if w 
are so fond of indemnifying people who sutler 
losses, the House may begin by satisfying the set- 
tlers in the back part of Ge orgia, where the Creek 
within the last ten months ‘only have done mis 
chief to the extent of five or six hundred thousand 
dollars. He should be glad to hear the House di 
posed to indemnify these pons but it was what 
he did not expect. He could not see why thes 
sufferers were not as much entitled to compensa- 
tion as the others in the four Western countie 
As to the Creeks, the State of Georgia was neil 
at war nor peace with them. Peace it was called 
but in the mean time the savages were comin! 
ting incessant murders. Reverting to the ques 
tion before the House, Mr. C. said, that it would 
be most impolitic to proceed at present in the pay- 
mert of these losses; and he was convinced tha! 
the Presipent himself, when he made the rete: 
ence in his Speech, did not intend that the thing 
should be acted on immediately. Mr. C . hoped 
that there would be a delay for the prese nt ses- 
sion. The best way to ascertain the real extent 


| the damages was to leave the matter to the dec! 


sion of a jury. When juries have determined 
this point, then, if the rebels cannot pay, give sal- 
isfaction to the sufferers in terms of the verdict 
The member from Maryland had said, that dam- 
ages could not be accurately specified by a jury. 
Yes. If you pay nothing at present, but, = you 
pay at present, the action is barred. Mr. ©. had 
not entirely formed his opinion on the iitation 
compensation, but he was satisfied that it was be! 
ter to make a delay. 
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Mr. Dexter, in reply to the supposition that 
this compensation would encourage future insur- 
rections, gave it as his opinion that it would be 
the means of preventing them. An insurgent 
would say to himself, “I might escape from the 
prosecution of my neighbor, but, when the United 
States assist him, I cannot stand against both.” 
Mr. D. conceived that the meaning of the resolu- 
tion had been mistaken, and he placed the ques- 
tion in a light entirely new and unnoticed by any 
former speaker. Gentlemen had spoken as if the 
resolution went to the immediate and complete 
discharge of the whole damages, and upon this 
many arguments had been founded. This idea 
was an entire mistake, for the first resolution went 
only to ascertain the real extent of the damages, 
and did not pledge the House to pay the total 
amount of them. He considered this as a very 
material distinction, and which, in a great measure, 
obviated many arguments on the opposite side of 
the question. Mr. D. did not think, with the 
member trom Georgia, that the same rule applied 
to the Southwestern settlers of that State and to 
parties in the present resolution. The people on 
the frontiers have “placed themselves in a place 
of danger knowingly.” The Creeks were an open 
enemy, but the insurgents were an unexpected 
one. Mr. D. proceeded at great length to make 
a distinction between the two cases, and conclud- 
ed by saying that the second resolution, which, 
as well as the first, he hoped would pass, went 
only to a temporary relief. 

Mr. Harrcey also placed a part of the question 
in quite a different light from any former gentle- 
man. Since he had been a member of that 
House he had found occasion to read a good deal 
of law, and, from that knowledge of law, he had, 
yesterday, in the Committee, informed the House 
that neither General Neville nor any body else 
could obtain damages against the rioters in a civil 
action. All the arguments, therefore, which had 
been advanced as to whether equitable damages 
could be recovered before a jury, proceeded upon 
an error, because no civil process whatever would 
lie in the case. If the House were disposed to 
doubt his own opinion, Mr. H. could now give 
them that of the first law officer in Pennsylvania. 
Since yesterday Mr. H. had consulted that gen- 
tleman, who gave it as his express opinion that 
the greater crime absorbs the lesser; that a case 
of this kind is only a criminal action, and that no 
penal damages can be recovered. The crime is 
liable to a capital punishment; he did not mean 
to death ; but to such a degree of punishment as 
the offence should be found to deserve. Mr. H. 
added, that if people had known that they were 
to be indemnified for their losses by the United 
States, a much greater number would have stood 
by the law than did so. It was not the fear of 
personal danger which prevented people from re- 
sisting the insurgents; it was apprehension of 
having their barns burned down in the night time. 

Mr. Dexrer interrupted Mr. Harrey to in- 
quire whether, by the laws of this State, the pro- 
perty of an insurgent is forfeited for his crime? 
Mr. Harvey replied that it was not. Mr. Dex- 
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TER then remarked, that it was very absurd to say 
to a man, “ You arean insurgent; you have com- 
mitted a great deal of mischief, but you are so very 
deep an offender that I cannot recover damages.” 
Mr. HartT-ey rose again to give some further ex- 
planation, when the Speaker announced that he 
had something to communicate to the House. 
Mr. Harrvey sat down, and the Speaker said, 
that he had received from the Presipenr some 
important and confidential communications. which 
it was requisite to read in the House this day- 
It did not appear that they would decide on the 
first resolution at present, and there was not now 
more time left before the common hour of rising 
than would be necessary for reading the commu- 
nications from the Presipenr. The debate was 
instantly deferred, and the galleries cleared. 





Tuurspay, December 18. 


Mr. Goopuue, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Epaphras Jones, in 
behalf of himself, Stephen Gorham, Shubal Gor- 
ham, and Charles Selden, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to be committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


PAY OF MILITIA. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the expense of the Militia lately called 
into the service of the United States. 

Some objections were made to the bill. Mr. 
Firzsimons said that they were the most extra- 
ordinary which were ever made in this House to 
an act of appropriation. Gentlemen had certain- 
ly never looked into the estimates, or they never 
could have made them. It was not pretended or 
supposed that, in the estimates in this act, the 
sums were exactly ascertained. So far from that, 
we have, in this bill, voted the pay at three dol- 
lars per month, whereas the House itself had since 
augmented that pay to six dollars and two-thirds. 
Gentlemen need not be afraid that any money 
would be given out at the Treasury without a 
proper receipt. 

One of the objections to the bill was understood 
to be, the fear lest more money might be voted 
than would be necessary, and that the United 
States would thus be losers. The gentleman who 
had made this remark admitted afterwards that 
the explanation was satisfactory. 

The Committee rose, and the Chairman report- 
ed the bill without amendment. It was then or- 
dered to be engrossed, and read a third time to- 
morrow. 


Fripay. December 19. 


Wix.iaM Irvine, from Pennsylvania, appeared, 
and took his seat in the House. 

An engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
expense of the Militia lately called into the ser- 
vice of the United States was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying copies 
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of the instructions to the engineers for erecting 
fortifications for the defence of the seaports of the 
United States, together with their reports there- 
upon, made pursuant to the resolution of the 8th 
instant ; which was read, and ordered to lie. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to regulate the pay of the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, of the Militia of 
the United States, when called into actual ser- 
vice, and for other purposes,” with several amend- 
ments; to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the said bill. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said amendments be com- 
mitted to Mr. Mapison, Mr. Deargorn, and Mr. 
Dayton. 

Mr. Benjamin Bourne, from the committee 
appointed, presented a bill authorizing the transfer 
of the stock standing to the credit of certain States; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying certain 
communications from the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio; which were partly read. 

PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported on Wednesday last, from the 
Committee of the Whole House, on the report of 
the committee to whom was referred that part of 
the Speech of the Presipent or THE Unirep 
Srares which relates to the policy of indemnify- 
ing the sufferers by the depredations of the insur- 
gents in the Western counties of Pennsylvania. 

hereupon, 

The first resolution being under consideration, 
in the following words, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause an ascertainment to be made of 
the losses sustained by the officers of Government and 
other citizens, in their property, (in consequence of their 
exertions in support of the laws,) by the insurgents in 
the Western counties of Pennsylvania.” 


The amendment of Mr. Bowpinot, on which 
the House had been debating on Wednesday, was 
read. It was for the insertion, after the words 
“and other citizens,” of the following addition: 
“ personally aiding and assisting them.” 

Mr. Hartuey then rose, and spoke as follows: 
I have no great encouragement to speak, when I 
find that my expressions and language have been 
totally mistaken, both by gentlemen in this House 
and by the person who frequently reports the de- 
bates. On Tuesday, I had ventured to say, that 
I thought no great reliance could be had upon the 
individuals injured obtaining satisfaction by per- 
sonal actions against the insurgents; that I ima- 
gined the civil remedy was merged in the offence 
of arson against the State, or perhaps a higher of- 
fence ; that, from the state of things, we could not 
promise ourselves that the sufferers would be com- 
pensated by civil suits. 


; i Pennsylvania Insurgents. 
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On Wednesday, I mentioned to the House, that. 
though there had been much discussion, yet, as | 
considered part of the House to labor under wha: 
I held to be a mistake with respect to the lex log/. 
or law of the State, which we were obliged ty 
take into view, | held it my duty to observe, that. 
the day before, I had said that I thought the smaller 
offence, that is, the civil injury, had been merged 
in the greater against society ; that the offence, so 
far as related to the State, would be arson, whic} 
had been a capital offence, punishable with death, 
that the punishment had been mitigated by the alte- 
ration of the penal code, but still it was a felony. 
I noticed that I had formerly read law a good dea! 
with considerable attention, but since I had been 
in Congress, | had not been able to bestow much, 
time upon it. I said that formerly certain prin- 
ciples or maxims had made impression upon my 
mind ; that,among others, was the one under con- 
sideration, that, in arson, the injury to the indi- 
vidual was merged in that against society, or, 
at least, must give way to other; and public 
justice must be done in the first place. | men- 
tioned that I had consulted one of the first law 
officers of the State, which is true, and he agreed 
with me in opinion. Indeed, he added, that no 
reliance should be had upon the personal remedy. 
but that compensation ought to be made to the 
sufferers. 

I have no reason to change my former opinion 
Really, when I consider the conduct of the Com- 
missioners to those who made their submissions. 
| should imagine it was the intention of the par- 
ties that there was to be an oblivion as well o! 
the civil as the criminal offences to those who sub- 
mitted ; and, as the Legislature has the power to 
construe the agreement, it becomes her rather to 
do it with magnanimity than otherwise. 

Your officers, and those aiding and assisting 
them, ought to be protected and supported. | wil! 
now say, as I did the other day, that the fear of 
having their houses or barns burned, terrified 
many a man in the Western country from join 
ing the standard of the law, and forced him to 
temporize with rebellion. When the officers know 
that they are to be protected in their persons and 
property—when the posse comitatus are intorm- 
ed that they are to be regarded in like manner— 
we may expect energy in the execution of the laws. 
The law of Pennsylvania is defective, or at least 
doubtful ; and, if the present punishment for arson 
continues, the hasldhaere of that State will, | 
dare say, point out a decided remedy for the party 
injured against the offender. It becomes the honor 
and justice of the Legislature to protect and sup- 
port the officers, and those aiding them. | shall. 
therefore, vote for the amendment. 

Mr. VenaBLe differed entirely from the gentle- 
man who spoke last. He understood that pardon- 
extended only to the offences against Government. 
It would, for that reason, be no hardship agains! 
the people who had received pardons to prosecute 
them for civil damages; and, by the statement 0! 
the member himself, actions would lie where pn» 
public prosecutions had been made. 

Mr. Swirr was of opinion that the membe: 
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from Pennsylvania [Mr. Harriey] was most cer- 
tainly mistaken in point of law, when he ima- 
gined that the pardon granted by the Commis- 
sioners extended, or might be construed to a re- 
mission of civil offences. He did not believe it 
to be in the power of Government to pardon these 
rioters and trespassers tothat length. He did not 
expect that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
would have stood up in the House to recommend 
an unqualified pardon. When a million of dol- 
lars had been expended, were the House to give 
them fifteen or twenty thousand dollars more ? 
He did not come there prepared to hear of a pre- 
mium for insurrection. He rejected all idea of 
so much tenderness for rioters and rebels. 

Mr. Bouptnor rejected all idea of the rioters 
being exempted from civil suits. There was but 
one exception, where they were executed for their 
crimes. He had no other view of the matter, but 
as a question of policy—whether it was expedi- 
ent, or the contrary, to prosecute these people. 
He believed that, before the new Constitution, the 
law stood as the member from Pennsylvania re- 
presented it. But all this was much from the pur- 
pose. By far the greater number of the rioters have 
accepted the amnesty. Nobody imagines them 
exempted from prosecution. ‘To prevent any mis- 
conception of this nature, the Commissioners, in 
the terms of pardon which they held out, express- 
ly warned the people that they were to be liable 
to civil actions for the damages committed. It 
was needless, then, to embarrass the question with 
more difficulties than naturally belonged to it. 
He was satisfied that this was a mere question of 
policy, whether it was better to pay off these peo- 
ple at once, or let them first try the effects of civil 
actions. 

Mr. Dayron rose and asked, “ Who shall de- 
cide, when doctors disagree?” Whoshall declare 
what is the law, when the learned gentlemen of 
the bar are so directly opposed to each other ? 
The House (Mr. D. observed) had, by some means, 
imperceptibly, and, he thought, unnecessarily, been 
drawn into the discussion of a common law ques- 
tion. Law had been aptly compared to a bottom- 
less pit, and the sooner, therefore, that they extri- 
cated themselves from it the better. Very fortu- 
nately, (he said,) there existed no necessity for 
determining, in the present cases, upon any intri- 
eate point of law, as the proposals of amnesty. in 
their very terms, as well as in their nature, left 
each individual trespasser liable to suits at law on 
the part of the friends of good order, for the da- 
mages sustained by the one and done by the other. 
Mr. D. was for allowing those prosecutions to go 
forward, and was well informed, not only that 
there was far more than sufficient of the property 
of the insurgents to make compensation, but that 
it was probable they would agree together, and 
make up the whole among themselves, rather than 
be vexed by law suits. He could not agree with 
those gentlemen who expressed a wish to vote the 
whole amount of damages, immediately to be paid 
from the Treasury. He did not believe with them, 
that such a measure would promote the dignity, 
or manifest the justice, of the Government. This 
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would be to enter into an improper compromise 
with guilt. It would be to make peace with sedi- 
tion, in a way that might tend to encourage rather 
than to discourage it in future. We were obli- 
gated, upon principle and precedent, to insure in- 
demmnity to those officers of Government, who, in 
consequence of a prompt and steady discharge of 
their duty, had suffered in their property from the 
resentment of the insurgents. But he wished not 
to do more, until the result of actions at law could 
be ascertained. Although the Government may 
offer a pardon for offences against the public, yet 
nothing was more clear than that the general am- 
nesty did not, and could not, exempt the seditious 
offenders from answering to private persons for 
injuries done to them in their property. 

Mr. Harrtcey rose to explain. The gentleman 
from Connecticut [Mr. Swirr] had mistaken his 
meaning. He was going on, when 

Mr. Dayron rose, and declared that he had 
never put any such construction on the words of 
the gentleman, who certainly must have misap- 
prehended him. 

I did not mean you, sir, (said Mr. Hart.ey.) 
[ said the gentleman from Connecticut. You made 
a mistake of the same kind with me last session. 

The amendment of Mr. Boupinor was, on a 
division, lost—only twenty-six gentlemen rising 
when the question was called for. 

The question on the first resolution was then 
called for; when it was moved to take the pre- 
vious question, that is to say. “ Shall the main 
question be now put ?” 

Mr. Firzstmons rose. He thought that this 
discussion comprehended a principle of the most 
important nature. He trusted that it would not 
be got rid of in this way. He was not of opinion 
with those gentlemen who were disposed to waive 
the question just now, under the notion that they 
should have an opportunity of voting for it at an- 
other time. He believed that the true design of 
moving the previous question was to lay it aside 
altogether. This expedient should not answer 
the end; for, if he had only one other gentleman 
in the House to second him, he would stand by 
the matter till he obtained an explicit answer. 

Mr. McDowE .t vindicated the propriety of tak- 
ing the previous question. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that, when the British car- 
ried on a most unjust war against this country, 
the Ministry who began it were in time turned 
out. Their successors had always reprobated the 
war, but, after the peace, they. notwithstanding, 
had expended several millions to support the loy- 
alists. While the British had acted with so much 
liberality, did it become America to stick at the 
paltry sum of seventeen thousand dollars? The 
House had wrangled so long about this matter, 
that the very wages which they received for the 
time spent in this discussion would about have 
discharged the whole sum in dispute. Whena 
wild, unprincipled, mad attempt had been made 
to destroy this noble Constitution, were the Repre- 
sentatives of this people to make it a doubt whe- 
ther those who saved it from, perhaps, destruction, 
were to be indemnified? Mr. 5S. declared that he 
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felt more unpleasant sensations than he remem- 
bered ever to have experienced since he becamea 
member of this House. Gentlemen might argue 
and argue about this drop in the bucket compared 
with the ocean. T hey might go into metaphysi- 
cal deductions about whether the men who saved 
this Constitution were, some of them, to be re- 
duced to beggary and misery, as the price of hav- 
ing done so. He would bring up the question 
again and again, until he had the sense of the 
House again. Mr. 8. repeated the following ar- 
gument, which he, on a former day, had pressed : 
He asked whether persons who, from the pure, 
conscious dignity of the republican character, step- 
ped forward to support the Government, did not de- 
serve better of it than excise officers, who were 
bound to and paid for their services? He was 
even of opinion that the conduct of the private 
soldiers in this case was more meritorious than 
that of the officers. He might be mistaken, but 
his opinion was so. From this language, it is not 
to be inferred that Mr. S. undervalued the exer- 
tions of the officers of the Army, or of the excise. 
He only meant that the less interest or emolu- 
ment which an individual has at stake in the suc- 
cess of an affair, the greater is his merit in per- 
forming it. He asked what better time there was 
than the present for settling the amount of these 
claims ? 

Mr. Hearn was for the previous question. He 
thought the resolution unseasonable at this time. 
However little the gentleman chose to think of 
seventeen thousand dollars, they might grow into 
a precedent for seventeen hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 

Mr. Bovupinor thought that the seventeen thou- 
sand dollars were not the whole of the damages 
that might be claimed. When Commissioners 
were sent to the Westward, the demand might 
rise to seventy thousand. Numerous other requi- 
sitions might start up. He was for taking the 
previous question. 

Mr. Dexter regretted his necessity to differ 
from a gentleman (Mr. Bovupinor] for whose opin- 
ions he was in the habit of entertaining the high- 
est respect. He was against the previous ques- 
tion, because he disliked obliquity. Whether he 
was against or for the first resolution in the report 
of the select committee, he would give the reso- 
lution itself a fair meeting. He ‘then inquired 
what better time there could be for learning the 
number and extent of the losses than the present ? 
He again explained, as on Wednesday, that the 
House appeared to mistake the extent of the reso- 
lution, which did not imply any complete indem- 
nification, nor even assure any relief atall. The 
whole amounted only to the taking of measures 
for obtaining information. He would not have 
voted for it, if he had thought that it promised 
complete indemnification. He thought that no 
future time could be so proper as the present for 
deciding. 

Mr. Swirr, Mr. Kirrera, and Mr. Giteerr. also 
spoke. 

Mr. HitLuouse went on the same ground with 
Mr. Dexter. He was one of the committee who 
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drew up the resolutions. They never understood 
that the resolution implied an assurance of com. 
plete indemnity to the sufferers. 

The previous question was called for by five 
members. to wit: “Shall the main question, to 
agree to the said resolution, be now put ?” 

And on the previous question, “Shall the said 
main question be now put ?” it was resolved iy 
the affirmative—yeas 52, nays 31, as follows: 


Yras.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beatty. 
Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, 
Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Jona- 
than Dayton, Henry Dearborn, Samuel Dexter, Gabrie| 
Duval!, William Findley, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, 
Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Cregg, 
Samuel Griffin, William Barry Grove, Thomas Hart- 
ley, Daniel Heister, James Hillhouse, William Hind- 
man, Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Lati- 
mer, Amasa Learned, William Lyman, Francis Mal- 
bone, William Montgomery, Peter Muhlenberg, Alex- 
ander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pick- 
ens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, William Smith, 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan ‘Trumbull, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg 
Wadsworth, John Watts, Benjamin Williams, and 
Richard Winn. 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, ‘Thomas 
P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Joshua Coit, George Dent, 
William B. Giles, James Gillespie, George Hancock 
Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, John Hunter, Rich- 
ard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, James Madison, Jo- 
seph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, 
Anthony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Rovert 
Rutherford, John 8. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, Israe! 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham 
Venable, Francis Walker, Paine Wingate, and Joseph 
Winston. 

Mr. Givpert then moved a resolution, the sub- 
stance of which was understood to be to ascer- 
tain whether the losses in the Western counties 
were incurred in defence of Government, and how 
far the sufferers were capable to carry on the law 
suits themselves against the rioters. 

Mr. GILEs was against the amendment, the re- 
solution itself, and the whole mode of conducting 
the business. He had listened to many long 
speeches, and been surprised that no gentleman 
had made the observation which he was now 
going to submit to the House. 

[The noise had by this time become so intense, 
that the Speaker rose and reminded the members 
of a rule that there must be no private conversa- 
tion while a member addresses the Chair. | 

Mr. G. then proceeded to declare that he dis- 
liked the form rather than the substance of the 
resolution. If people in the Western counties had 
suffered injuries, why should not they, as well as 
every other class of citizens, come to the bar o! 
that House and petition? An inquest was, he 
imagined, intended, which would unite all the 
back country in one common interest against th 
Treasury of the United States. The mode gre- 
posed by the report of the select committee was 
the most exceptionable of all that could have been 
devised. It was said that this was only an affar 
of seventeen tuousand dollars. What evidence 
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have we ‘that the enmunds will stop there? Sir, 
there isnone. The mode is, besides, totally wrong. 
Let persons who have suffered come here in the 
sail manner. It is said that a gentlemen has 
had his house burned. Let him come here and 
tell us so. Mr. G. entirely scouted the idea ad- 
vanced by Mr. Dexter, that we might inquire 
into the extent of the losses, witheut a design to 
discharge them. If you do not mean to indem- 
nify, why inquire at all? He did not object to 
relieving the sufferers, but, to erect a board of in- 
quest, under Presidential direction, was what he 
never would consent to. He again repeated, that 
he did not mean to dissent from the principle, but 
from this most exceptionable of all modes for put- 
ting it into practice. Let people lay memorials 
of their losses before the House, which would then 
see distinctly what it was doing, and examine the 
evidence on which the claim was founded. He 
wondered that none of all the speakers in the de- 
bate had adverted to this distinetion. 

Mr. Httiuouse differedin every particular from 
the gentleman who spoke last. If petitioners come 
from the Westward, they are referred to a select 
committee. They bring all the evidence which 
they can muster to swell their bill. The com- 
mittee have no counter-evidence, as we in this 
House almost never hear more than one of the 
parties. It is much better to send persons to the 
spot who can examine the subject on both sides, 
which we cannot possibly do, and who will be 
responsible to this House for their conduct. The | 
whoie arguments and ideas of Mr. H. were in direct 
contradiction to every thing advanced by Mr. | 
Gites. He (Mr. H.) was satisfied that, before 
we undertook to pay the losses of the Western 
people, it was betier, in the first place, to know 
the extent of them. The resolution amounted | 

} 
j 


nothing more than the ascertaining of this loss 
and Mr. H. could see many good reasons for de 
ferring the payment of a bill until he knew the 
sum to which it amounted. He could also see 
reasons why the mode recommended in the reso- 
lution was much preferable to that of bringing 
people so far tothe House. Commissioners going | 
to the spot could make themselves perfectly mas- 
ters of the subject; whereas, if the parties come 
here, the matter will be decided on ex parte evi- 
dence, as it always is. 

Mr. Boupinor considered the resolution as too 
loosely worded. A gentleman who had been on 
the expedition, and who had heard or read the re- 
port, observed to him [Mr. B.] that he himself 
came within the resolution, as he had suffered 
considerably in his business by his absence. 

Vir. Hittuouse explained, that the resolution 
extended only to actual destruction. The com- 
mittee never meant to e ompe nsate people for the 
loss which they had suffered by being banished. 
He was ready. if the House liked it be tter, to in- 
sert in the first resolution the words “ property 
actually destroyed.” ‘This would prevent the mis- 
apprehension of the gentleman mentioned by Mr. | 
Boupinor. 

The House divided on the amendment of Mr, 
GILBERT—ayes 39, noes 33 

3d Con.—33 
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Mr. Hitiuouse then moved to strike out the 
word “in” from the first resolution, and put into 
its place “by the actual destruction of” their pro- 
perty. 

Mr. Maptson apprehended that this amendment 
left the resolution as bad as it was before, if not 
worse. A person in the Western counties had 
his horse stolen by the insurgents. But this did 
not imply the absolute destruction or annihilation 
of the horse. The amendment meant either too 
much or too little. It certainly could be no im- 
provement on the resolution. 

After some further discussion, the amendment 
was agreed to. 

And the main question being put, that the House 
do agree to the said resolution, amended to read 
as follows: 

«“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause an ascertainment to be made of 
the losses sustained by the officers of Government, and 
other citizens, by the actual destruction of their proper- 
ty (in consequence of their exertions in support of the 
laws) by insurgents in the Western counties of Penn- 
sylvania ; ; together with a report of the particular con- 
dition of the respective sufferers, in relation to their 
ability to prosecute their several claims, and recover, at 
law, satisfaction from the insurgent aggressors : 


It was resolved in the affirmative. 

The second resolution on the subject of indem- 
nification was then taken up in the House. 

Mr. Boupinor moved the following amendato- 
ry addition: 

“To aid such of the sufferers as, in his (the Presi- 
dent’s) opinion, stand in need of immediate assistance, 
to be accounted for by them in such manner as may 
hereafter be directed by law.” 

The amendment was carried, forty-four gentle- 
men rising. 

The resolution, as amended, is as follows: 


“ Resolved, That the President be authorized to draw 
out ofthe Treasury of the United States the sum of 
dollars, to be applied by him to aid such of the said suf- 
ferers as, in his opinion, stand in need of immediate as- 
sistance, to be accounted for by them in such manner 
as may hereafter be directed by law.” 





Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions; and that Mr. Hi.t- 
House. Mr. Finputey, Mr. Lyman, Mr. Warts, 
and Mr. Witutam Smrrn, do prepare and bring 
in the same. 

EXPENSES OF THE MILITIA. 

The House next went into consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate on the bill as to the 
expenses of the Militia. The prjneipal of these 
was for augmenting the bounty on enlisting. 

This produced a variety of remarks from seve- 
ral members, whoagreed incondemning the amend- 
ment of the Senate as, to the last degree, useless, 
and even pernicious. 

Mr. Beary observed, that the increase of boun- 
| ty always insured a greater number of recruits 
but then they were of a much worse description 
than those whe ae cepted a lesser bounty. In fact, 
the large bounty is not the means of filling the 
Army. ‘Three-fourths of such recruits run off 
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without ever seeing the camp. Every recruiting 
officer will tell you, that, if he is suffered to offer 
a large enough bounty, he will soon fill his com- 
pany. But then, though the lesser bounty gathers 
men more slowly, they are much more likely to 
stay. With a large bounty, there are always two 
desertions for one. 

The amendments were referred to a select com- 
mittee. 


Monpay, December 22. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill authorizing the trans- 
fer of the stock standing to the credit of certain 
States ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee reported the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire and report the means of providing for the 
payment of the third instalment due on a Loan 
made of the Bank of the United States, and for 
the payment of any instalments which may fall 
due on foreign loans, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. Gives, and 
Mr. Irvine, be appointed a committee pursuant to 
the said resolution. 

Mr. Mapison, from the committee to whom 
were committed the amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act to regulate 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,” made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
consider and report on the policy of remitting the 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, in cases 
where such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
be destroyed by fire, or other accident. 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Vena- 
BLE, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. CLarporne. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to establish the office of Purveyor of Public 
Supplies ;” to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. The Senate have also passed the 
bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of Government, for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the said bill: 
Whereupon, 

The first, second and third amendments were, 
on the question severally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the House. 

Ordered, That the other amendments proposed 
to the said bill, be committed to Mr. Biownr, Mr. 
Foster, and Mr. Jeremian Snirn. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ Anact 
to establish the office of Purveyor of Public Sup- 
plies ;” was read twice and committed. 
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NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill toamend the act, ey- 
titled “ An act to establish an uniform rule of na- 
turalization.” 

Mr. Dex’rer after some observations on the im- 
portance of the subject before the Committee ; 
and expressing his disapprobation of the facility 
by which, under the existing law, aliens may ac- 
quire citizenship moved that the term of two 
years in the bill referring to the previous residence 
should be struck out and a blank left, to be filled 
up after more mature consideration. This mo- 
tion was agreed to. Another amendment was 
proposed by that gentleman, referring particularly 
to the mercantile foreigners who may wish to ac- 
quire citizenship. 

Mr. Page said, that he approved the design o/ 
the mover, because he thought nothing more de- 
sirable than to see good order, public virtue, and 
true morality, constituting the character of citi- 
zens of the United States ; for, without morality, 
and indeed a general sense of religion, a Republi- 
can Government cannot flourish, nay, cannot long 
exist; since without these, disorders will arise, 
which the strong arm of nowerful Government 
can alone correct or retrieve. But he should vote 
against the amendment, because he thought, as his 
colleague [Mr. Mapison] did, that it would be 
attended with embarrassments to the admission to 
the rights of citizenship, which good men ough! 
not to have thrown into their way; and which 
too, for his part, he thought might prove insur- 
mountable obstacles to such. Yet they would bi 
no impediment to the views of bad men, or suc! 
as he wished to exclude from citizenship, for the 
best man in the United States might not procur 
the certificate required by the amendment, if he 
moved from State to State, staying no where long 
enough to enable two persons to swear that tltey 
had known him to be of such a character as we 
require, and to have supported it during the lengt! 
of time which the amendment prescribes. Ye! 
bad men, associating chiefly with men like them- 
selves, regardless of oaths, might procure the re- 
quisite certificate. He disliked the amendment on 
account of its requiring an oath at all. He trust- 
ed that a Constitution much admired, and with 
such wholesome laws, will be an inducement to 
many good men to become citizens, and tlia' 
should bad men come amongst us, they will be 
discountenanced by the more virtuous class 0! 
citizens, and if necessary be punished by the laws. 
He hoped that good schools would soon be spread 
over all the States, and hence that good sense and 
virtue will be so generally diffused amongst us. 
that emigrants will be unable to corrupt our man- 
ners. Even at present, he relied so much on the 
virtue and discernment of his fellow citizens, the 
power of the law, and the energy of Government. 
as to apprehend no danger from emigration into 
the United States. Mr. P. said, that he knew in- 
stances of difficulties which some worthy men had 
met with in their endeavors to procure such certi- 
ficates as the amendment proposed. He mention- 
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ed one clergyman in Virginia. Even Dr. Griffith, 
after being nominated Bishop of that State,found 
it difficult to procure from the Convention the cer- 
tificate required by the English bishops ; because, 
though hundreds of other persons knew his worthy 
character, a sufficient number of the members of 
the Convention had not known it, during the term 
specified in the certificate required. 

Mr. DexTer’s motion was now withdrawn. 

Mr. Gites then proposed an amendment the 
object of which was to impede a return to citizen- 
ship of those who should expatriate themselves. 
He proposed that a special law of the State from 
which such persons should detach themselves, 
should be requisite in order to their being re-in- 
stated. 

Mr. Tracy, after observing, that although he 
was not in favor of a perpetual allegiance as un- 
derstood by the British Government, yet he was 
of opinion that the return of persons who should 
<xpatriate themselves ought to be clogged with 
greater impediments than simply a law of a parti- 
cular State. If the amendment is a proper one, of 
which he confessed he had his doubts, he would 
suggest to the gentleman an addition, by making 
a law of the General Government also necessary 
in the case. 

Mr. Gites observed that the object of his mo- 
tion was not by any means to lessen the impedi- 
ments in the way of a return to citizenship, but 
the reverse; he should therefore agree to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Connecticut. 
The motion was afterwards considered in several 
ints of view, as blending State and Continental 
egislation, as interfering with the Legislative 
rights of the State by some, and as operating in 
the same manner in respect to the right reserved 
by the Constitution to the General Government, 
which is authorized to pass uniform laws of na- 
turalization by others. 

Mr. Sepewick having stated that his colleague 
had prepared a motion with regard to the,kind of 
evidence that an applicant should exhibit of the 
goodness of his moral character and of his attach- 
ment to the Government, he requested Mr. 
GiLes to withdraw his motion for the considera- 
tion of the other, which he did, and thereupon, 
Mr. Dexter moved that no alien should be ad- 
mitted to the rights of citizenship, but on the oath 
of two credible witnesses, that in their opinion he 
was of good moral character and attached to the 
welfare of this country, which motion was second- 
ed by Mr. Sepawicx, who added the following 
observations : 

He said, that the subject under consideration 
was certainly of great importance, and opened an 
extensive field of discussion. The present mo- 
tion, taken in conjunction with that already adopt- 
ed, had for its object to embarrass the facility, 
with which aliens may be admitted to the rights of 
citizenship. He would submit to the considera- 
tion of the committee, some of the leading idaes, 
which had occurred to his mind on this subject. — 

America, he said, if her political institutions 
should on experience be found to be wisely ad- 
justed, and she shall improve her natural advan- 
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tages, had opened to her view a more rich and 
glorious prospect than ever was presented to man. 
She had chosen for herself a Government which 
left to the citizen as great a portion of freedom as 
was consistent with a social compact. All be- 
lieved the preservation of this Government, 1n Its 
urity, indispensable to the continuance of our 
appiness. The foundation on which it rested 
was general intelligence and public virtue; in 
other words, wisdom to discern, and patriotism to 
pursue the general good. He had pride, and he 
gloried in it, in believing his countrymen more 
wise and virtuous than any other people on earth ; 
hence he believed them better qualified to admin- 
ister and support a RepublicanGovernment. This 
character of Americans was the result of early 
education, aided indeed by the discipline of the 
Revolution. In that part of the country with 
which he was best acquainted, the education, 
manners, habits, and institutions, religious and 
civil, were Republican. The community was 
divided into corporations, in many respects re- 
sembling independent republics, of which almost 
every man, the qualifications were so small, wasa 
member. They had many important and inter- 
esting concerns to transact. They appointed their 
executive officers, enacted bye laws, raised money 
for many purposesof use andornament. Here, then, 
the citizens early acquired the habits of temperate 
discussion, patient reasoning, and a capacity otf 
enduring contradiction. Here the means of edu- 
cation and instruction are instituted and maintain- 
ed; public libraries are purchased and read ; 
these are (said he) the proper schools for the edu- 
cation of Republican citizens; thus are to be 
planted the seeds of Republicanism. If you will 
cultivate the plants which are to be reared from 
these seeds, you will gather an abundant harvest 
of long continued prosperity. } 
Much information (he said) might be obtained 
by the experience of others, if, in despite of it, we 
were not determined to be guided only by a vision- 
ary theory. The ancient Republics of Greece and 
Rome (said he) see with what jealousy they 
guarded the rights of citizenship against adultera- 
tion by foreign mixture. The Swiss nation, (he 
said,) in modern times, had not been less jealous 
on the same subject. Indeed, no example could 
be found, in the history of man, to authorize the 
experiment which had been made by the United 
States. It seemed to have been adopted by uni- 
versal practice as a maxim, that the Republican 
character was no way to be formed but by early 
education. In some instances, to form this cha- 
racter, those propensities which are generally con- 
sidered as almost irresistible, were opposed and 
subdued. And shall we (he asked) alone adopt 
the rash theory, that the subjects of all Govern- 
ments, Despotic, Monarchical, and Aristocratical, 
are, as soon as they set foot on American ground, 
qualified to participate in administering the sover- 
eignty of our country? Shall we hold the be- 
nefitsof American citizenship so cheap as to invite, 
nay, almost bribe, the discontented, the ambitious, 
and the avaricious of every country to accept 
them ? 
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We had (he said) on this subject not only ex- 
ample, but warning. Will ever non (said Mr. 
S.) recollect the rage of ages, which existed in 
the country from which we came, between the 
Saxon, Danish, and Norman emigrants and the 
natives of the country? The cruelties, the op- 
pressions, the assassinations, in a word the miseries 
to which this gave birth? Perhaps it might be 
said that in this instance the emigrants were hos- 
tile invaders; but the same events took place in 
the decline of the Roman empire, between the 
emigrants who were invited to occupy the vacant 
frontiers and the ancient inhabitants; although 
the former ought to have been united to the latter 
by every principle of affection and gratitude. By 
these and almost an infinity of other instances, it 
would not be rash to peldialiod, that by the unde- 
viating principles of human nature, whenever the 
inhabitants of one country should be permitted to 
settle in another, by national affections, an union 
would be formed, unfriendly not only to the an- 
cient inhabitants, but also to social order. Our 
own experience was not, he believed, in opposi- 
tion to the general observation. Although this 
reasoning was to his mind conclusive against a 
general and indiscriminate admission of aliens to 
the rights of citizenship, yet he did not wish it 
should go to a complete exclusion. 

It was said, in support of what was termed our 
liberal policy, that our country wanted commer- 
cial capital; that we had an immense tract of 
vacant territory ; and that we ought not, with the 
avarice of a miser, to engross to ourselves the 
exclusive enjoyment of our political treasures. 

Mr. Sepvewick said he had never been con- 
vinced, that we ought to make so great a sacrifice 
of principle for the rapid accumulation of com- 
mercial capital. He had never been convinced, 
that by an improvement of our own resources, it 
would not accumulate as fast as might be for the 

ublic benefit. We heard much of equality. 
Present was in some sense power; and the pos- 
session of immense property generated daring 
passions which scorned equality, and with im- 
patience endured the restraints of equal laws. 
Property was undoubtedly to be protected, as the 
only sure encouragement of industry, without 
which we should degenerate into savages. But 
he had never been convinced that the anxiet 
with which we wished an accumuiation of capil, 
in the hands of individuals, was founded on cor- 
rect Republican reflection. The ardent ambition 
inspired by the possession of great wealth, and the 
power of gratifying it. which it conferred, had in 
many instances disturbed the public peace, and in 
not a few destroyed liberty. 

The vacant lands which some with so much 
avidity wished to see in the occupation of foreign- 
ers, he considered as the best capital stock of the 
future enjoyment of Americans; as an antidote 


against the poison of luxury; as the nursery of | each other, or with us? 
robust and manly virtue, and as a preventive of 


a numerous class of citizens becoming indigent, 
and therefore dependent. Whenever the time 
should arrive, (and may that period be very dis- 
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the poor a decent competence and independence. 
as the effect of industry and economy, (which 
would generally by the case when lands were no 
longer to be obtained, on their present easy and 
reasonable terms,) then that description of men, 
now perhaps the most happy and virtuous, would 
become miserable to themselves and a burden to 
the community. Now the man who entered on 
the stage of life, without property, had a reason- 
able assurance, that a few years of industry and 
economy, would give him independence, compe- 
tence, and respectability. The prospect gave re- 
lish and effect to his labors. He planted himsel; 
on the frontiers, and cultivated in his posterity 
every useful and manly virtue. This was his 
treasure and it was a glorious one. 

Mr. 8. said he considered America as in posses- 
sion of a greater stock of enjoyment than any other 
people on earth. That it was our duty to hus- 
band it with care; yet he could not altogether ex- 
clude such virtuous individuals, as might fly here. 
as to an asylum against oppression. On the one 
hand, he would not dissipate our treasures with 
the thoughtless profusion of a prodigal ; nor would 
he, on the other, hoard them, as in the unfeeling 
grasp of a miser. Our glorious fabrie (said he) 
has been cemented by the richest blood of our 
country, and may it long continue to shelter us 
against the blasts of poverty, of anarchy, and of 
tyranny. 

The present (Mr. 8. said) he believed the most 
inauspicious time for the indiscriminate admission 
of aliens to the rights of citizenship. A war, the 
most cruel and dreadful which had been known 
for centuries, was now raging in all those coun- 
tries from which emigrants were to be expected. 
The most fierce and unrelenting passions wer 
engaged ina conflict, which shook to their founda- 
tions all the ancient political structures in Europe. 
This contest was supported on the one hand by 
men who believed personal political distinctions 
were necessary to the great purpose of security. 
and on the other by those who thought that socie- 
ty could be protected and individuals secured by 
a Government with departments, and without 
checks; neither embracing the principles estab- 
lished here, where, without mitllaged orders dis- 
tinct portions of power were to be deposited in 
different hands, in such manner that it was almos! 
impossible for the mind even to conceive that th 
different departments should form an union for 
any mischievous purpose ; and altogether imposs! 
ble to believe that without such concurrence eithe! 
alone should be capable of executing any wicked 
design. 

Could (he asked) any reasonable man believe. 
| that men who, actuated by such passions, had 
fought on grounds so opposite, almost equal. 
ly distant from the happy mean we had cho- 
sen, would here mingle in social affections witli 
That their passious 
and prejudices would subside as soon as tlic} 
should set fuot in America? or that, possessing 
those passions and prejudices, they were qualified 
to make or to be made the governors of Amer 


tant,) when there should no longer be presented to | cans ? 
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He believed that the amendment now proposed 
by his colleague, in conjunction with that which 
had already succeeded, would on the one hand 
check the admission of foreigners in such num- 
bers as might be dangerous to our political insti- 
tutions ; and, on the other, that it would not ex- 
clude such meritorious individuals as might be 
willing to serve the apprenticeship which might 
qualify them to assume the character and dis- 
charge the duties of American citizens. 

He concluded by saying, that he had always 
been opposed to the policy of the Government on 
this subject; that his opposition had not been 
abated by reflection, but increased by the existing 
state of things in Europe. 

The Committee now rose and reported pro- 
gress. 


Tuespay, December 23. 


An engrossed bill, authorizing the transfer of 
the stock standing to the credit of certain States, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Greenvp, from the committee appointed to 
inquire if any, or what, alterations ought to be 
made to the act, passed the seventh day of June, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, enti- 
tled “ An act concerning invalids,” made a report ; 
which was read, and ordered to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 

The House next went into a Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Coss in the Chair, on the petition of 
Epaphras Jones, merchant, of New York. ‘This 
petition respected a ship that had not been regis- 
tered in due time, as an American bottom. The 
petition prayed for the remission of certain duties 
incurred in consequence of this neglect. After 
some discussion, wherein Mr. Firrzsimons, Mr. 
Goopuug, Mr. Swirr, and Mr. Giveerr, spoke, 
the Committee rose; the Chairman reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again. This was ne- 
gatived, and the petition was referred back to the 
former committee. 

A report was read, from the committee appoint- 
ed, as to the distribution of the laws. It was or- 
dered to be printed, and referred to a Committee 
of the Whole. The committee recommended that 
there should be printed three thousand copies, 
complete up to the end of the present session, of 
the oes and an equal number in future. Part 
were to be printed in German. They were all to 
be distributed among the several States. Every 
printer of a newspaper in the United States, who 
can prove that he has printed the whole in his 
newspaper, is, at the end of each session, to receive 
the sum of dollars of compensation. But 
this is not to be given to more than two printers 
in any one town. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom were committed the 
amendments proposed by the Senate te the bill, 
entitled “ An act to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 
the Militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes ;” where- 
upon, 
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Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
amendments proposed to be added to the end of 
the said bill, with an amendment. 
_ Mr. Batpwin, from the committee appointed to 
inquire how far the Post Office law has been car- 
ried into effect, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report a plan for the re- 
duction of the Public Debt. 

Mr. Samira, of South Carolina, began by observ- 
ing, that, having brought in the report which was 
under consideration, it might be expected that he 
should enter into some details, explanatory of the 
views of the select committee in making it. The 
subject was one which, from its being necessarily 
connected with numerical statements and dry caleu- 
lations, would be likely to fatigue, were it not at 
the same time rendered highly interesting, by its 
immediate connexion with the ease and comforts 
of our constituents, and the credit and prosperity 
of our country. He should, therefore, with confi- 
dence, anticipate the attention of the Committee, 
while he developed the principles of the report, 
and pointed out the beneficial consequences which, 
in his estimation, would result from the adoption 
of it. 

A proper consideration of the plan reported 
would lead to the following inquiries: 1st. What 
is the actual amount of the Debt? 2d. What is 
the actual state of our revenue? 3d. What will 
probably be the state of our revenues for a series 
of years to come, excluding the casualty of war? 
4th. Whether all the existing revenues ought to 
be kept in existence for a period commensurate 
with the existence of the Debt, or, if short of that 
period, for what length of time? 5th. What dis- 
position ought to be made of any annual surplus 
of revenue which may exist, after satisfying the 
annual appropriations for the current expenditures. 
the interest of the Debt and the sum annually 
redeemable? 6th. Whether the sale of the West- 
ern lands ought at this time to be resorted to, as 
an auxiliary resource for the reduction of the 
Debt ? 

ist. The actual amount of the Debt Mr. S. 
stated to be as follows: 


Total of six per cent. stock, when the 
whole shall be subscribed - - - $27,557,116 
Six per cent. stock standing to the credit 
of certain States : - 2,345,056 
$29,902,172 
14,951,036 
20,000,000 


Total of deferred stock - - 
Total of three per cents., about 
Total of Domestic Debt - $64,853,208 
Of the above sum, it was necessary to remark, 
that about $2,500,000 still remained in the shape 
of registered and unsubscribed Debt, the greatest 
part of which it was presumable would soon be 
subscribed ; and that the sum of $2,265,022 was 
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now the property of the Sinking Fund, subject, 
nevertheless, to redemption, on the same terms as 
the remainder of the Debt. 

Such being the state of the Debt, and the Go- 
vernment having reserved, by the law which 
modified it, a right to redeem it, by payments not 
exceeding in each year the sum of eight dollars 
on every hundred dollars of the six per cent. stock, 
for principal and interest, it would be seen that, 
stating the six per cents. at $29,902,172, the two 
per cent. on account of principal, which the Go- 
vernment has the right to pay, will be the sum of 
$598,043; which sum, with the interest annually 
liberated thereby, will be sufficient to meet the 
annual instalments, according to the right reserv- 
ed, until the year 1801, when the further sum of 
$299,021, being the two per cent. on the deferred 
Debt, must be provided for the annual payment 
of that two per cent., besides the sum of $897.062. 
as an sieaaloividas for the interest, which will 
then become payable thereon. Some calculations 
would be hereafter exhibited to show the opera- 
tion of these payments on account of the principal 
of the Debt, and the length of time requisite for 
the complete discharge of the whole of the six 
per cents, and deferred Debt. 

2d. The second consideration was, the state of 
our resources. 

After a survey of the state of our burdens—a 
picture which, however unavoidable, and the ne- 
cessary price of our liberties, was still an unpleas- 
ant one—it must be highly gratifying to every 
patriotic eye, to survey the interesting picture 
which the present state of our revenues exhibit- 
ed. The beauty of this picture was considerably 
heightened by contrasting it with the gloomy 
scenes displayed in the Old World, where the 
great and powerful nations of Europe were heap- 
ing burden upon burden on their distressed sub- 
jects, and exhausting their resources and their 
strength in a conflict the most bloody and obsti- 
nate that history had recorded, while this happy 
country, under the auspices of peace and the 
smiles of Providence, was increasing in its popu- 
lation, its commerce, and its strength, in a pro- 
gression which outran all calculation. 

At the close of the year 1793, there existed a 
surplus of revenue beyond the appropriations of 
$2,487,181. 

At the close of the present year, 1794, notwith- 
standing the extraordinary and heavy expenditures 
of this year, for the building of frigates, fortifica- 
tions, purchase of military stores, and the expen- 
sive supplies for the Western Army under Gene- 
ral Wayne, a surplus is stated of $842,425. 

At the close of the year 1795, the probable sur- 
plus is estimated at $700,000; after discharging 
out of the revenues of that year the enormous 
sum of $1,122,569, for the expense of the army 
employed to suppress the rebellion in Pennsylva- 
nia, in addition to a heavy expense for the regular 
Military and Naval Establishments, and a further 
sum for fortifications. 

While we exult, said Mr. 8., at this flourishing 
aspect of our affairs, ought we to withhold our 
gratitude from those to whose steady policy and 
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judicious arrangements our country is in no smal 
degree indebted for such blessings? He was happy, 
for one, to avail himself of this opportunity, while 
he gloried, as an American, in the unparalleled 
prosperity of his country, to tender his small trib- 
ute of approbation to those who had contributed, 
by their firmness and wisdom, to preserve the 
— of our country, and to fill the coffers of our 

reasury, by an excellent system of administra- 
tion. To the Presipent, who had, at a most criti- 
cal period, by his magnanimous conduct, stemmed 
a torrent which was hurrying us away to a de- 
structive war, and to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, whose unremitting and assiduous labors had 
given energy and system to the complex ma- 
chinery of an extensive and intricate Department, 
(and to whose fidelity and services a large com- 
mittee of this House had borne testimony at the 
last session,) he felt that much was due, and thus 
feeling, he could not on this occasion suppress the 
sentiments he had expressed. 

It is evident, said Mr. S., from the above view 
of our revenue, and the appropriations to which 
it is subject, that there will be a surplus adequate 
to the discharge of the instalment which the Go- 
vernment has the right to redeem in the year 1795. 

3d. The next subject of inquiry is, whether the 
state of our revenues for a series of years will be 
likely to enable the Government to continue the 
regular and gradual discharge of the future in- 
stalments ? 

_ A view of this part of the subject must exclude 
altogether the idea of a foreign war, for all must 
agree that such a national calamity would at the 
same time dry up the sources of some of our best 
revenues, and divert others from those channels 
in which they would, in times of peace, flow for 
the beneGuint purposes of reducing the Debt: a 
war, while it would necessarily interrupt the pay- 
ment of the existing Debt, would as certainly cre- 
ate a new one, proportioned to the nature and 
duration of such war. Our calculations must 
therefore be predicated on a state of peace, and 
God forbid, said Mr. 8., that we may ever have to 
make them on any other hypothesis! 

The existing revenues arise from the following 
sources, and are estimated, in round numbers, at 
the following sums, viz: 





Impost and tonnage - - - - $5,500,000 
Excise - - - - - . - 400,000 
Carriage tax - - - - $150,000 
Snuff and sugar tax - - 90,000 
Auction tax - - - - 40,000 
Licenses for retailing wines, &c. 100,000 
fe 380,000 
Surplus of dividend on Bank stock and 
Post Office - - - - - 70,000 
$6,350,000 


—_—. 
—————— 


The charges which will probably exist for a 
series of years, may be estimated as follows, viz: 
Civil List, - - - + $500,000 
Interest on Foreign and Do- 

mestic Debt - - - 
Military Establishment,includ- 

ing pensions - - - 


3,100,000 


1,500,000 








1013 
Decemser, 1794.] 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Public 


Debt. (H.orR. 









400,000 
100,000 
Light-house establishments  - 24,000 


ing pensions - - ~- 
Interest on temporary loans - 


5,624,000 
726,000 
$6,350,000 


Surplus - - 


The result of the above comparative view of 
our permanent revenues and expenditures, which 
is obviously to a certain extent conjectural, ex- 
hibits a surplus of above seven hundred thousand 
dollars, which will furnish more than the requisite 
sum for the annual redemption, until the year 
1801, when, as already shown, further sums will 
be wanted, to meet the deferred Debt. 

With respect to the above statement of our 
revenues and expenses, the following observa- 
tions occur: Ist. With respect to our revenues— 
The imvost and tonnage are estimated to pro- 
duce the sum of $5,500,000; but this calculation, 
I understand, is bottomed on the imports of the 
present year, which, it has been suggested to me 
by persons of commercial knowledge, greatly ex- 
ceed the ordinary importations, and are attributa- 
ble to the prodigious emigrations to this country, 
which are likely to be diminished when peace 
takes place, and therefore likely to cause a di- 
minution hereafter of this branch of revenue. 
Should this suggestion be well founded, and the 
revenue from impost be reduced, the defalcation 
will be probably counteracted by a proportional 
increase of the product of the internal daties, some 
of which have hitherto yielded much less than 
they ought to have done, from obstructions which 
are every day lessening, and others are of too re- 
cent a date to furnish a guide to an accurate esti- 
mate of their ultimate product. We may rea- 
sonably hope that the latter as well as the former 
will ere long yield a much larger sum than that 
at which they are estimated. 2d. With respect 
to the expenditures: The only prospect of a favor- 
able alteration in that estimate arises from the 
Military Establishment, a reduction of which, to 
any considerable extent, would be a handsome 
addition to the surplus. But this is more to be 
hoped than expected. The precarious situation 
of our extensive frontiers, will, for some time, 
preclude every rational expectation of any con- 
siderable diminution of the Army; and, even 
should it take place, it is not improbable that a 
part of the savings in that respect may be required 
for Indian presents, and trading houses, for the 
preservation of peace. So in regard to the annual 
Naval Establishment, which is estimated at four 
hundred thousand dollars; the savings which a 
reduction of that establishment would produce, 
would necessarily be diverted to the payment of 
an Algerine tribute. We ought not, therefore, to 
reckon on much more than the annual surplus 
above stated, for several years to come. Events 
will determine, in the year 1801, when the interest 
on the deferred Debt shall become payable, whe- 
ther any further revenues will be then wanted for 
that purpose. The next subject of inquiry, is, 3d, 


Whether all the present revenues ought to be kept 
in existence for a period commensurate with the 
Debt, or, if short of that period, what ought to be 
the term of their duration? On this point we 
must anticipate a diversity of sentiment in the 
Committee. It will probably be said, that as the 
laws of last session, imposing duties on certain in- 
ternal objects, were merely experimental, and 
therefore limited in their duration to the term of 
two years, it would be inexpedient at this time to 
forestall a judgment of their utility and operation, 
and to repeal the clauses of limitation before we 
had an opportunity of judging of their effects on 
our constituents; that there is a prospect of the 
revenues arising from impost and tonnage, and 
from distilled spirits, being hereafter adequate, by 
their future increase, and by a probable reduction 
of our permanent expenses, to a full provision for 
all necessary objects, without the aid of these new 
resources; and that, at any rate, it ought to be left 
to the Legislature which may exist at the epoch 
when those laws shall expire, to judge of the fit- 
ness of a continuance of them, or of a substitution 
of other taxes, should further taxes be necessary ; 
that we should, at this session, content ourselves 
with furnishing the means for the instalment of 
the ensuing year, and leave it to our successors, of 
whose zeal we ought to entertain no doubts, to do 
their duty, as we shall have done ours. 

To remove the weight of these objections, two 
points must be investigated; Ist. Whether the 
revenues arising from impost and tonnage, and 
from distilled spirits, will alone be competent to 
the permanent expenses of the Union, and the 
regular discharge of the Debt? 2d. Whether, ad- 
mitting the necessity of further resources, those 
of last session, arising from internal objects, are 
not the most likely to meet the general approba- 
tion of the country ? 

ist. Some remarks already made apply to the 
first point, and elucidate the inadequacy of the 
duties arising from impost and tonnage, and from 
distilled spirits, to the payment of our annual ex- 
penses and the regular discharge of the Debt. 
This point will be more clearly ascertained by 
stating that the aggregate product of those reve- 
nues is estimated at $5,900,000, whereas the per- 
manent expenditures, and the sum annually re- 
deemable of the Debt, amount to $6,224,000, leav- 
ing a deficiency of $324,000, which must be sup- 
plied by other taxes. It must be further observed, 
that this statement does not look beyond the end 
of the year 1800, for the year 1801 will call for 
much further revenues ; an annual provision must 
then be made for the interest on the deferred Debt, 
and another provision for the redemption of the 
capital; the former, as before stated, will require 
the sum of $897,062, and the latter the sum of 
$299,021, making together $1,196,083. Hence it 
is demonstrable that there will be, without the aid 
of the new internal taxes, an annual deficiency, 
until the end of the year 1800, of $324.000, and an 
annual deficiency after the year 1800 of $1,520,083. 

To these authentic statements, it is no answer 
to say that the other revenues may be increased, 
and that the permanent expenditure may in future 
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recurrence to further aids. With an equal share 
of the prophetic gift, I have as much right to say 
that the former may be diminished, and the latter 
may be augmented to such extent as to increase 
the deficiency. Butevenadmitting the hypothesis of 
an increment of revenue and a diminution of ex- 
pense, is there no valuable object to which any 
occasional surplus may be applied? Would not 
the application of it to the Sinking Fund be at- 
tended with the most advantageousconsequcnees ? 
Would not the annual purchase of the Debt great- 
ly accelerate the extinguishment of that curse, as 
it has been so emphatically called, that scourge of 
nations, that parent of excises, the horror of a free 
people, that rallying point of the factions, that vital 
nourishment of the clubs, the standard of the an- 
archist, and bug-bear of the ignorant? Shall we 
trifle with such a foe, when we have in our hands 
the means to subdue him? Shall we throw over 
this monster only a flimsy net-work which he will 
break through in a few years, when we have the 
power to chain him down forever? Shall we 
administer only tampering medicines for this great 
State malady, as it has been termed, when we can 
perform a radical cure? Shall we exhibit our- 
selves as State empirics playing mountebank 
tricks with this deep-rooted distemper, this cancer 
on the body politic, when we hold the proper re- 
medy to extirpate it? Shall we be mere dabblers 
in a matter of so much lasting importance to the 
energy and prosperity of the nation? No, sir, let 
us seize with ardor on this occasion, let us with 
avidity embrace the opportunity which a kind 
Providence, and the wisdom of our public admin- 
istrators, has afforded us, of striking at the root of 
this national evil; let us improve all the means 
which the virtuous acquiescence of our fellow-ci- 
tizens has set before us, to liberate ourcountry from 
a Debt, which, though honorable in its origin, wise 
in its modification, and just in its principles, cramps 
our natural energy, enfeebles our means of de- 
fence, and absorbs those resources which, with 
proper application, would render us at all times a 
valuable ally and a formidable enemy. Let. us 
avail ourselves of the present era of peace and 
prosperity, to lay a solid foundation for our future 
grandeur. A few years more of such times, and 
we shall have so far cut down that Debt, which 
now exhausts one-half of our revenues, as to be 
enabled, with the existing taxes, to equip a con- 
siderable fleet, to be fortified against any invasion, 
and to have a military strength which witl set at 
defiance any nation which may be so rash as to 
quarrel with us. It is therefore no less our in- 
terest than our duty to make at this time a serious 
and a great effort to diminish the Debt, and to es- 
tablish a permanent system for that salutary ob- 
ject. There can be little doubt, that, in so doing, 
we shall anticipate the sanguine expectations and 
cordial wishes of our fellow-citizens throughout 
the Union. The Presipenr has expressed the 
same sentiment; the House indeed. seemed to be 
under a similar impression, when they unani- 
mously acceded to the proposition which I had 
the honor to make at the beginning of the session, 
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that “ Further provision ought to 
be made for the reduction of the Publie Debt; and 
that a committee be appointed to report a plan 
for that purpose.” The House, in directing the 
Committee to report a plan, undoubtedly meant 
something, not temporary and annual, but system- 
atic and permanent. A plan excludes the idea of 
an annual or biennial arrangement; it contem- 
plates an arrangement unfluctuating and durable. 
Any modification therefore of the Debt which 
would be exposed to change and instability, would 
be as repugnant to the unanimous vote of the 
House, as already expressed, as to the wishes and 
feelings of our constituents. 

No further argument being, it is presumed, ne- 
cessary to evince the expediency of drawing into 
our coffers other revenues than those arising from 
commerce and from distilled spirits, I proceed 
to the second consideration. 2d. Whether the 
duties and taxes imposed at the last session on 
internal objects, be not preferable to any others ? 

Those duties and taxes are. on manufactured 
sugar and snuff, on carriages, on licenses for re- 
tailing wines and foreign spirituous liquors, and 
on sales at auction, the duration of which is limit- 
ed to the end of the session of Congress, subse- 
quent to the month of June, 1796. From the va- 
rious objects of taxation which presented them- 
selves, these were at the last session selected by a 
committee composed of a member from each 
State ; they were, after a full discussion, agreed 
to by large majorities in both Houses; they have 
been in operation many months, and no complaint 
has yet reached our ears ; Congress have been in 
session near two months, and no petition has ap- 
peared against them, no motion for the repeal of 
any of them. To these indirect evidences of their 
propriety, it may be added, that they carry with 
them direct testimony of their merits; they are 
paid by those classes of the community who can 
well afford it; they are simple, easy and cheap in 
their collection: there are no other taxes which 
can be recommended by so many considerations ; 
they are as popular as taxes can be; were they 
less so than I believe they are, the application of 
them to so popular an object will undoubtedly 
make them as much so as we can desire ; if there 
should be any sting in any of them, the considera- 
tion of the good they will do, will remove it. 

To what other source shall we apply? The 
impost is atits ne plus ultra ; this is universally 
agreed: Stretch the cord again, and I predict that 
it will snap. The excise on distilled spirits is not 
proposed to be raised; shall we lay a land tax? 
Unless we wish to excite ageneralclamor through- 
out this country, that subject ought not to be med- 
dled with ; let it remain as our grand resource in 
case of war, when dire necessity shall compel a 
resort to it,and when Americans will submit to it 
with cheerfulness. 

Impressed with the solidity of these considera- 
tions, the Select Committee have recommended a 
continuance of these taxes to the year 1801. It 
would perhaps have been expedient to have pro- 
posed a permanent appropriation of them until 
the extinguishment of the Debt; a spirit of con- 
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ciliation induced a compromise, which fixed on 
that epoch, when the Deferred Debt becomes pay- 
able, and when the Legislature will decide from 
the then state of things, whether those or other reve- 
nues shall be requisite. Anxious as I am, that no 
difficulties may hereafter interrupt the completion 
of this desirable work, my own opinion is, that 
these taxes should now be permanently appropri- 
ated to the redemption of the Debt, not liable to 
be repealed, unless others of equal value shall be 
substituted. The Committee will decide whether 
[am right in this opinion, or whether their dura- 
tion ought to be limited toa period when they 
will probably be still more necessary thanat present. 

5th. As to the disposition of any annual surplus. 

The Select Committee have reported that the 
surplus of revenue which may hereafter exist, af- 
ter satisfying all legal appropriations, ought to be 
annually appropriated to the purchase of the Pub- 
lie Debt. 

We may entertain a reasonable expectation, 
that, in times of public tranquility, and without 
the intervention of any unfortunate contingency, 
the existing revenues will in some years, perhaps 
in every year, yieldan overplus, after discharging 
the current demands and the redeemable part of 
the Debt; that overplus will be advantageously 
employed in buying up the Debt. This appropria- 
tion may be made in two modes, either by now 
declaring by law that such surplus, at the end of 
every year, shall be applied to the purchase of the 
Debt, unless the same shal! be required for the pub- 
lic exigences, and be specially appropriated there- 
to by act of Congress, (of which kind of appro- 
priation there isa precedent in our statute books, ) 
or by recommending it by a resolution of this 
House to future Houses, to make such annual ap- 
propriations. The first mode appears the most 
efficacious and systematic. 

With this auxiliary fund, a considerable impres- 
sion on the Debt may be annually made by pur- 
chases; already the interest fund, arising from in- 
terest money liberated by antecedent purchases 
and payments into the Treasury, amounts to the 
annual sum of 77,164 dollars; this fund being ap- 
plied, as fast as it passes into the hands of the 
Commissioners, to further purchases, is annually 
augmenting, with all the velocity of compound 
interest; the accretion of the annual surplusses 
will still add to its celerity; the operation there- 
fore, of the Sinking Fund, will form a valuable aid 
to the redemption fund. Both these funds will 
be annually performing their operations; the re- 
demption fund will annually discharge that part 
of the principal of the six per cents, redeemable 
by law, even when the Debt is above par; the 
Sinking Fund will buy it up on beneficial terms 
when under par, besides operating on the three 
per cents and deferred. 

6th. The last point relates to the Western lands, 
for the sale of which the Committee have recom- 
mended a provision at the present session. 

On that subject, it may not be amiss to remark, 
that much doubt is entertained by judicious men, 
whether this is the proper season for proceeding 
to the sale of those lands. 
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On the one hand, it is suggested that the pre- 
sent state of war in thatcountry would either im- 
pede the sale or render it unprofitable; that Con- 
gress ought therefore to take no steps in regard to 
that property, until a settled and lasting peace 
shall have been established. On the other hand, 
the prospect of an approaching peace and the pre- 
sent rage for land speculation, seem to invite to 
the experiment. If adventurers are disposed to 
purchase, notwithstanding the war, on terms ad- 
vantageous to the United States, tucre appeared 
no good reasons why the Government should not, 
as early as possible, avail itself of this auxiliary 
resource to reduce its Debt. The purchasers in 
this case run all risks, and take upon themselves 
all hazards; the Government has no other care 
than either to sell for ready money or to have the 
contracts well secured. Should it be thought 
however that any sales, prior to a peace, will be 
disadvantageous to the United States, it will in 
that case be proper to introduce inthe bill a clause 
declaring that the sales shall not commence until 
the Presipentr shall, by proclamation, have an- 
nounced a peace with the Indian tribes. Mr. 
S. then said, having thus, Mr. Chairman, touched 
on the different points resulting from the report, 
and on the subjects incident to a due considera- 
tion of it, I shall conclude with a few miscellane- 
ous observations, not immediately falling under 
any of the above heads. Though they will be 
more obvious and applicable when the details of 
the bill shall come under consideration, yet it 
may not be altogether useless to draw the atten- 
tion of the Committee to them at this time. 

ist. The first consideration which occurs as a 
matter of detail. is the doubt whether the payment 
of two per cent. on the principal of the Debt is to 
extend to that portion of six per cent. stock which 
has been purchased by the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund? It appears to me expedient that 
it should: in that case, the amount so paid must 
be appropriated to the Sinking Fund; and the in- 
terest liberated by each annual payment, must go 
to swell the payment of the ensuing year, for it 
will be observed that, according to the right re- 
served, each annual payment on account of prin- 
cipal, will be larger than the payment of the pre- 
ceding year, by the addition of the interest liber- 
ated in that year: by the existing laws, the inter- 
est on the Debt purchased is appropriated to the 
Sinking Fund ; a repeal of that appropriation will 
therefore be necessary. 

2d. The next consideration which arises is, by 
whom shall these payments of redemption be 
made ? The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund 
present themselves as the most proper persons. 
The moneys requisite for the purpose will be 
placed at their disposal, by the proper officers of 
the Treasury. They will keep two separate ac- 
counts, one relating to the redemption of the Debt 
by annual payments, the other Sebasiie to the pur- 
chase of the Debt. 

3d. Some difficulties may be suggested on the 
score of the certificates. 

Are new certificates to be issued at every an- 
nual payment? Or, are the payments to be en- 
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dorsed or noted on the certificates, or only entered 
on the books of the Treasury in each creditor’s 
account ? 

How is a purchaser to know the value of a cer- 
tificate, and what steps ought to be adopted in re- 
lation tocertificates in Europe? It may be expe- 
dient to vest a discretionary power in the Treasury 
Department, subject to the control of the Presi- 
DENT, to regulate these details in the manner most 
convenient to the creditors, consistent, however, 
with a due regard to the Treasury arrangements. 

4th. Another point, of no less doubt and of equal 
importance with the foregoing, will arise, 2%. e. 
whether the two per cent. on account of principal 
shall be made quarter yearly, or annually ; this 
doubt will require Legislative decision. The ad- 
vantage of paying it quarterly will be, that it will 
prevent the collection of large sums at the end of 
the year in the Treasury; but, as no interest in 
that case will be stopped till the end of the year, ex- 
pediency dictates that the payment of the two 
per cent. should be made at the end of each year. 
Mr. Smita concluded, with observing, that, from 
the calculations which he held in his hand, it ap- 
peared that, from the mere operation of the Re- 
demption Fund, the present six per cent Debt 
would be paid off in leh than 23 years, and the 
deferred in less than 29; there would then remain 
only the three per cent, and Foreign Debt ; but the 
combined operation of the Sinking Fund would 
greatly accelerate the discharge of the whole, and, 
should the Legislature think proper to increase our 
revenues by new taxes, we might soon expect to 
see a complete discharge of the Debt. At all 
events, said Mr. 8., it will be a consolation to 
us all as we grow old, that the older we grow the 
nearer we approach that happy period, when our 
country, liberated from its burdens, shall rise 
with a vigor and elasticity, which will protect our 
liberties from every external aggression, and pre- 
serve to us, and perpetuate to our posterity, every 
internal blessing. 

Mr. Nicno.tas, Mr. Dexter, Mr. Hitituouse, 
and Mr. Frrzsimons, also spoke. The Committee 
then rose, and leave was granted for them to sit 


again. 





Wepnespay, December 24. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for determining the 
Northern boundary of the Territory ceded to the 
United States by the State of North Carolina ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

On the question, that the House will, on Friday 
next, again resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the said bill, it passed in the ne- 
gative. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the said bill. 

Mr. Sepewick, from the committee appointed 
to inquire and report the means of providing for 
the payment of the third instalment due ona Loan 
made of the Bank of the United States; and for 
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the payment of any instalments which may fal! 
due on Foreign Loans in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House on Friday next. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to prepare and report a plan for 
the reduction of the Public Debt; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- 
ported progress. 





Fripay, December 26. 


Two other members, to wit, JEREMIAH Waps- 
wortn, from Connecticut, and Samve. Smiru, 
from Maryland, appeared, and took their seats in 
the House. 

A petition of William and Archibald M‘Neil, 
of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, rope- 
makers, was presented to the House and read. 
praying a remission of the duties accruing on a 
quantity of hemp and yarns imported in the brig 
Betsey, in the month of November, 1793, which 
was consumed by fire, together with other pro- 

erty of the petitioners, on the 30th day of July 
ast. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Venasie, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. Ciatporne; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 


._port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 


the House. 

Mr. Hittuovss, from the committee appointed, 
posed a bill for the ascertainment of certain 

osses of the officers of Government and other 
citizens, by the insurgents in the Western coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania, and providing some present 
relief to the sufferers; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee o! 
the Whole House, on the report of the committee 
appointed to inquire and report the means of pro- 
viding for the payment of the third instalment 
due on a Loan made of the Bank of the United 
States, and for the payment of any instalments 
which may fall due on Foreign Loans, in the year 
1795; and, after some time spent therein, the Com- 
mittee rose, and reported the following resolution, 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the House. 
viz: 

Resolved, That provision be made, by law, for 
the payment of any instalments of Foreign Loans 
which may fall due in the year 1795; and for the 
payment of the third instalment due on a Loan 
made of the Bank of the United States, out of 
the proceeds of apy Foreign Loans heretofore 
made. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Sxepce- 
wick, Mr. Gites, and Mr. Irvine, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have disagreed to the amendmen! 
of this House to the amendment proposed by the 
Senate to be added to the end of the bill, entitled 
“An act to regulate the pay of the non-commis- 
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sioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the Mi- 
litia of the United States, when called into actual 
service, and for other purposes,” and do insist on 
their amendment to the said bill. They desire a 
conference with this House on the subject-matter 
of the said amendment, and have appointed ma- 
nagers at the same on their part. 

he House proceeded to consider so much of 
the said message as desires a conference with this 
House on the subject-matter of the amendments 
depending between the two Houses to the said 
bill. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
said conference, and that Mr. Mapison, Mr. Dear- 
porn, and Mr. Day'ron, be appointed managers at 
the same on the part of this House. 

Mr. Sepvewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill providing for the payment of cer- 
tain instalments of Foreign Debts, and of the third 
instalment due on a Loan made of the Bank of 
the United States; which was read twice, and 
committed. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, on the bill to amend 
the act, entitled “An act to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization.” 

Mr. Gites proposed to amend the intended test 
of a citizen, by adding, after “two witnesses giv- 
ing evidence as to his moral character,” these 
words: “attached to a Republican form of Go- 
vernment.” He thought this test proper, to pre- 
vent those poisonous communications from Eu- 
rope, of which gentlemen were so much afraid. 

Mr. Dexter preferred saying “attached to the 
Constitution of the United States.” 

To this amendment Mr. Gixes had little or no 
objection. 

Mr. Boupinor did not see the use of either 
amendment. It was only giving unnecessary 
trouble. The oath which the person himself must 
take, was sufficient for expressing his fidelity to 
the Government of this country. 

Mr. Nicuo.as considered both the amendment, 
and the clause to which it was annexed, as unne- 
cessary; and even if in themselves proper, they 
were misplaced. He thought both equally super- 
fluous. They should have been inserted in the 
oath of allegiance of the man himself. 

Mr. Dayron hoped that the whole clause would 
be rejected. He should be against it, unless the 
nature of the evidence was referred to a Court of 
Justice. He foresaw many difficulties arising to 

r men in attempting to get two such witnesses. 
fe might suit extremely well with merchants and 
men of large capital, who had, he supposed, been 
alluded to the other day, under the title of merit- 
orious emigrants. He was not so anxious for them 
as for useful laboring people, who, as he thought, 
would be more likely to do good. This class, how- 
ever, had never, it was likely, troubled their heads 
about forms of Government. He further objected 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
that the word Republican was entirely equivocal. 
This title was assumed by many Governments in 
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Europe, which were upon principles entirely dif- 
ferent from ours. Some of them, such as Poland, 
had been Aristocracies of the most hideous form. 

Mr. Dexter hoped that the amendment of Mr. 
Gites would not pass, [Mr. Gites had, as before 
noticed, consented to withdraw it]; not so much 
for the sake of the principle, as of the language 
in which it was expressed. The word Republican 
implied so much, that nobody could tell where to 
limit it. Why use so hackneyed a word? Many 
call themselves Republican, who, by this word, 
mean, pulling down every establishment: they 
were mere Anarchists. 

Mr. Hitiuouse was equally against the clause 
and amendment. Mr. Dexrer and Mr. Gites 
previously declared themselves extremely doubt- 
ful whether they should even vote for the clause, 
when amended in their own way. 

Mr. Gites felt himself extremely surprised to 
hear it asserted on the floor of Congress, that the 
words “Republican form of Government” meant 
anything or nothing. He read a passage from the 
Constitution, whereby a Republican form of Go- 
vernment is guarantied to each of the United States 
composing the Union. He should, therefore, have 
imagined. that the words were well understood 
from one end of the Continent to the other. He 
did not expect such criticism. He was not sure 
if he should vote for the clause at all; but if he 
did so, he should wish the best to be made of it. 
He then altered his amendment to these words: 
“attached to the principles of the Government of 
the United States.” 

Mr. Daytron.—With all the ambition of that 
gentleman [Mr. Gites] to be called a Democrat, 
both he and Mr. D. would more properly be called 
Republicans. He again vindicated his assertion 
as to the equivocal meaning of the word. A Ve- 
netian or Genoese might come to this country, 
and take the oath as proposed, and then excuse 
himself by saying, “it was the Republican form 
of my own country which I had in view.” One 
of the best writers on the British Constitution had 
called that also a Republic. 

Mr. Mapison was of opinion, that the word 
was well enough understood to signify a free Re- 
presentative Government, deriving its authority 
from the people, and calculated for their benefit; 
and thus far the amendment of his colleague was 
sufficiently proper. Mr. M. doubted whether he 
himself should, however, vote for the clause, thus 
amended. It would perhaps be very difficult for 
many citizens to find two reputable witnesses, 
who could swear to the purity of their principles 
for three years back. Many useful and virtuous 
members of the community may be thrown into 
the greatest difficulties, by such a procedure. In 
three years time, a person may have shifted his 
residence from one end of the Continent to the 
other. How then was he to find evidence of his 
behaviour during such a length of time? But he 
objected to both amendments on a different ground. 
It was hard to make a man swear that he preferred 
the Constitution of the United States, or to give 
any general opinion, because he may, in his own 
private judgment, think Monarchy or Aristocracy 
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better, and yet be honestly determined to support 
this Government as he finds it. 

Mr. Hittwovse then proposed as an amend- 
ment, to insert, that “evidence should be produced 
to the satisfaction of the Court.” 

Mr. Dexrer mentioned the abuses that have 
happened in the present form of admitting citi- 
zens. He did not comprehend the argument of 
Mr. Dayvon, that it would be more easy for a 
rich than for a poor man to get evidences to swear 
to his having resided in the country. If he had 
not, the fact was of a notorious nature. It would 
likewise be as easy for a poor man, as for a rich 
one, to get an attestation of his character. The 
point of residence was, in itself, but little. A man 
may have resided here for a long time, and de- 
frauded the citizens, which would be no recom- 
mendation. 

Several other gentlemen spoke. The resolution 
finally passed. 

The second resolution produced a long conver- 
sation, in the course of which Mr. Murray de- 
elared, that he was quite indifferent if not fifty 
emigrants came into this Continent in a year’s 
time. It would be unjust to hinder them, but im- 
politic to encourage them. He was afraid that, 
coming from a quarter of the world so full of dis- 
order and corruption, they might contaminate the 
purity and simplicity of the American character. 

The Committee now rose, and had leave to sit 
again. 


Monpay, December 29. 


A petition of Nehemiah Somes, of the town of 
Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying a remission 
of the duties accruing on a quantity of salt, which 
he imported in the ship George, from Lymington, 
in the Kingdom of Great Britain, and was con- 
sumed, together with the store-houses in which it 
was deposited, by a late fire in the said town. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. VenaBie, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. CLaiporne; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

A memorial of sundry manufacturers of tobac- 
co, in the city of Philadelphia, whose names are 
thereunto subscribed, was presented to the House 
and read, praying a revision of the excise laws of 
the United States, and that so much of the act 
passed at the last session of Congress, entitled 
“An act laying certain duties upon snuff and re- 
fined sugar,” as imposes a duty on manufactured 
tobacco, may be repealed. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the re- 
port of the committee appointed to prepare and 
report a plan for the reduction of the Public 
Debt. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
an account of the Receipts and Expenditures of 
the United States for the year 1793, and accom- 
panied with an explanatory letter to him from the 
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Comptroller of the Teeanay which were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. _ 

Mr. Goopuup, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making further provision in cases 
of drawbacks; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan for the better organiz- 
ing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia of the 
United States, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Mapison, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House to attend the conference 
with the Senate, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill, entitled “An act to regulate the pay of 
the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, of the Militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, and for other purposes,” 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate recede from their amendment, dis- 
agreed to by this House, and insisted on by the 
Senate, to the bill, entitled “An act to regulate 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and tor 
other purposes;” and do agree to the said amend- 
ment, with an amendment and modification of the 
same, agreeably to the report of the Joint Com- 
mittee of Conference. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, respecting the frigates 
authorized by the act “to provide a Naval arma- 
ment,” made pursuant to the order of the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unirep States, conformably to the 
resolution of the 16th instant; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Goopuug, from the committee appointed. 
presented a bill supplementary to the several acts 
imposing duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. Biount, from the committee to whom were 
committed the amendments proposed by the Se 
nate to the bill, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for the support of Government, for the 
year 1795,” made a report. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
said amendments. 


THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
The House resolved itself into 2 Committee of 


the Whole House, on the bill providing for the 
payment of certain instalments of Foregin Debts, 
and of the third instalment due on a Loan made 
of the Bank of the United States. 

[A report was read from a committee, respect- 
ing a demand made on account of the Bank ol 
the United States. The particulars were briefly 
thus: Fifty thousand four hundred dollars be- 
longing to the public were brought by sea from 
North Carolina to this city, and the Bank of the 
United States had been employed by the Secre_ 
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tary of the Treasury to insure them. This was 
done as to the whole sum, excepting some hun- 
dreds of dollars, and reasons were assigned why 
the insurance could not be immediately completed. 
In a very short time news came that the ship was 
cast away, and the money thrown overboard. The 
question now was— Who should pay the small sum 
not covered by the insurance, and the premium of 
that greater part, which was insured? The whole 
demand was about fourteen hundred dollars. The 
officers of the Treasury considered the claim of 
the Bank as fair, and they accordingly examined 
and paid it: but, it was next necessary to come 
forward in the House, and get a particular act to 
indemnify themselves for having done so. These 
particulars are the substance of a statement made 
on this subject to the House, by Mr. Grove. ] 

Mr. Mapison had no objection to the reason- 
ableness of the claim; he only apprehended that 
a special appropriation was needless. 

Mr. Firzsimons said, there was no doubt that 
the thing was not authorized by any act already 
made. ‘The matter was nothing to the Bank, as 
the account had already been settled by the offi- 
cers of the Treasury. He said that the insurance 
was not to be got on money at any time, as being 
liable to so many accidents. In the present case, 
for example, the underwriters did not believe that 
the money was really thrown into the sea. But 
the Captain had gone through the requisite form- 
alities, and no more was to be got of him. 

Mr. Grove differed entirely both from Mr. 
Mapison and Mr. Frrzsimons, in their opinion 
that no law existed by which the Treasurer of 
the United States was authorized to pay this mo- 
ney. Was he not authorized to bring this money 
from North Carolina? Did not this imply that 
he was warranted to be at the expense of insuring 
it? Did it not follow that he must pay for insur- 
ance, as other people did? And, as a natural con- 
sequence from these premises, it followed, that if 
by an accident not imputable to him a part of the 
sum was not covered by the underwriters, the loss 
must ultimately tall on the State. The Treasurer 
was surely warranted to act thus, and as surely 
entitled to reimbursement in the terms now de- 
manded. 

Mr. Dayron had once employed a friend to in- 
sure property which was coming by sea to him. 
Had this friend omitted to do so, he asked whether 
he would have had a claim, either in law or just- 
ice, or in any other way, to make this friend re- 
sponsible for the value of this property, if it had 
been shipwrecked and not msured? Certainly 
not. No more had the Government any right to 
retort upon the Bank, because a part, though in- 
deed a very small one, of this money, was un- 
covered. Mr. D. understood very well the nature 
of the doubt started by Mr. Manptson, and, as he 
understood him, he was of that gentleman’s opin- 
ion. If the fifty thousand dollars had been to come 
from Carolina by land, put the case, that the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury had hired wagons to bring 
it, and a guard to protect it: After the wagons 
and the guard had been paid for and dismissed, 
will it be said that the House were at liberty to re- 
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fuse reimbursing what they cost? This he thought 
a parallel case. 

Mr. Biounr, Mr. Mapison, and Mr. W. Samira, 
spoke each a tew words. The House agreed to 
the report of the Select Committee. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, on the bill to amend 
the act, entitled “An act to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization.” 

The motion before the Committee, made by 
Mr. Venas_e, when they broke off the last discus- 
sion, had been to strike the word “moral” out of 
this amendment: “good moral character.” These 
three words, altogether, were an addition of what 
was to be attested by the witnesses for a candidate 
to admission as a citizen. 

Mr. Dexter opened the debate on the amend- 
ment of Mr. VenaBLe to the amendment, by say- 
ing that he wished to hear the reasons for it. 

Mr. Nicwo.as said, that he did not make the 
motion; but his colleague, who had made it, thought 
that the insertion of the word “moral” gave too 
strict an air to the sentence. This word might be 
hereafter implied to mean something relative to 
religious opinions. 

Mr. Sepawick remarked, that if no better rea- 
son than that advanced by Mr. Nicnotas could 
be given for striking out the word “moral,” he 
could not agree to it. Moral is opposed to immo- 
ral, but has no particular reference whatever to 
religion, or whether a man believes anything or 
nothing. It has no reference to religious opinions. 
We can everywhere tell, by the common voice of 
the World, whether a man is moral or not in his 
life, without difficulty. In some States of the 
Union adultery is not punishable by law, yet it is 
everywhere said to be an immoral action. It is 
too nice to make a distinction between a good 
character and a good moral character. The word 
good, itself. is very equivocal in its meaning. It 
signifies anything, everything. or nothing. A good 
companion is one thing; a good man, as applied to 
wealth, conveys a different sense; and so on. 

Mr. B. Bourne considered the amendment itself, 
and the motion of Mr. Venaste to strike out the 
word “moral,” as equally useless. 

Mr. Murray hoped that the word would not 
be struck out. This would be the greatest slander 
ever cast upon the American character. It would 
excite the surprise of foreign nations. 

Mr. Venas_e had thought the wording of the 
phrase too strict; but rather than have any further 
dispute, he withdrew his motion for striking out 
the word “moral.” 

The clause was then read, as amended. 

Mr. Gitpert thought that the term of residence, 
before admitting aliens, ought to be very much 
longer than mentioned in the bill. The Chairman 
informed him that the term in the bill was left 
blank. 

Mr. Senewick agreed to the idea of Mr. Git- 
sert. He wished that a method could be found 
of permitting aliens to possess and transmit pro- 
perty, without, at the same time, giving them a 
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right to vote. He did not know if the Constitu- 
tion authorized such a thing. 

After some further conversation, the clause pass- 
ed. The third resolution in the report was then 
read; which was, that if an American citizen chose 
to expatriate himself, he should not be allowed to 
enter into the list of citizens again without a spe- 
cial act of Congress, and of the State from which 
he had gone. 

Mr. Mapison did not think that Congress, by 
the Constitution, had any authority to readmit 
American citizens at all. It was only granted to 
them to admit aliens. 

Mr. Sepewick was very willing, for his part, 
that citizens who had once expatriated themselves 
should never be readmitted again. 

The Committee, on two successive motions to 
that effect, from Mr. Mapison and Mr. Gixes, 
rose. The Chairman reported progress, and asked 
leave to sit again, which was granted. 





Tvuespay, December 30. 


An engrossed bill providing for the payment of 
certain instalments of Foreign Debts. and of the 
third instalment due on a Loan made of the Bank 
of the United States, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A petition of Robert Crabb, of Amelia town- 
ship, in the State of South Carolina, was present- 
ed and read, praying that he may be permitted 
to fund a certificate for a certain sum of money 
which he deposited in the Treasury of the State 
of Georgia, in the month of May, 1785, and which, 
from unavoidable circumstances, has not been 
funded within the time prescribed by law. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED SratTeEs: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before you a Report made to me by the Secre- 
tary of War, respecting the frontiers of the United 
States. The disorders, and the great expenses which 
incessantly arise upon the frontiers, are of a nature and 
magnitude to excite the most serious considerations. 

I feel a confidence that Congress will devise such 
Constitutional and efficient measures, as shall be equal 
to the great objects of preserving our Treaties with the 
Indian tribes, and of affording an adequate protection 


to our frontiers. 
G. WASHINGTON. 
Unirep States, December 30, 1794. 


The said Message and report were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment and modification proposed by the Senate to 
the amendment of this House, in lieu of their 
amendment, disagreed to by this House, and in- 
sisted on by the Senate, to the bill, entitled “An 
act to regulate the pay of the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, of the Militia of 
the United States, when called into actual service, 
and for other purposes.” Whereupon, 
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Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
said amendment and modification. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, on the bill to amend the 
act, entitled “An act to establish an uniform rule 
of naturalization.” 

Mr. Hittuouse moved as an amendment to the 
clause before the Committee, that if any citizen of 
the United States, at any time thereafter, should 
become a citizen or subject of any other State or 
country, he should not again be admitted an Ame- 
rican citizen. This amendment gave rise to debate. 

Mr. Murray hoped the amendment would suc- 
ceed, and that any citizen of the United States 
who, when out of the United States, elected w 
be a subject of any foreign Power, should not 
again be permitted to the rights of compleie citi- 
zenship; nor did he think it necessary to decide 
the question which had resulted from the ingeni- 
ous arguments of his friend from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Dexrer,] whether a man can expatriate 

imself without the express consent of the com- 
munity or nation of which he is a citizen or sub- 
ject. It was enough for us to say, that any man 
whodoes expatriate himself from the United States, 
shall not again become a citizen. He could not 
agree with the gentleman from Massachusetts, in 
the position, that a man cannot expatriate with- 
out the consent of his country. The practice ot 
this country is a direct confutation of this doc- 
trine; and it must be admitted, either that this 
country has trampled on the most solemn of so 
cial and national rights, by its practice, or that a 
man may leave his country and take on him the 
obligations of a new allegiance in this country. 
It seemed to him a position as conformable to 
sound morals as to political truth, that what a 
man has no right to offer, another man, or society, 
cannot rightfully accept. He would infer, that 
this country had a right to naiuralize foreigners, 
because she has naturalized them; and that this 
country, by its laws, having accepted the alle- 
giance of an alien, the alien had a right to offer 
that allegiance. The very proviso to naturalize 
an alien, without inquiry as to the consent of his 
own country having been previously obtained, 
seems to be predicated on the principle for which 
he contended—that a man has the right to expa- 
triate himself without leave obtained: if he has 
not, all our laws of this sort, by which we convert 
an alien into a citizen completely, must be ac- 
knowledged to be.a violation of the rights of na- 
tions. How far a man, after having been natural- 
ized at a period of life when his reason enabled 
him to choose, and to enter into a solemn obliga- 
tion, and after he has expressly entered into 1, 
has a right, without the consent of the society, to 
quit that society, might be another question. Al- 
ter a citizen throws off his allegiance to this coun- 
try, by leaving it and entering into a new obliga- 
tion to some other nation, though he may have a 
right so to do, he has no right to return to his al- 
legiance here without the consent of this society: 
and it is not a question of right, but of policy. 
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how far we will readmit him to citizenship. When 
he said that the right of dissolving allegiance must 
be admitted both to give exercise toa right and 
to give consistency to our principles and practice, 
he did not mean that a citizen could throw off his 
allegiance in this country, but that he must com- 

lete the act of dissolution in some other country. 
Such a principle would belong to the theory of 
the dissolution, rather than the formation of a 
civil society; hence appeared to him the strange 
solecism of that law of Virginia which provides 
for the throwing off allegiance within the com- 
munity. The consequences of such a principle 
are not only destructive to the very form and 
body of civil society, but are unnatural. They 
present a civilized being belonging to no civil so- 
ciety on earth; for, in the intermediate state in 
which he stands, between the allegiance and coun- 
try he has just disowned, and the allegiance and 
country to which he may intend to pledge him- 
self, he is in the imaginary state of nature, which 
is, in reality, an unnatural state, for a being whose 
every faculty and quality constitutes him a moral 
agent, surrounded by essential relations, and, of 
course, impel him to discharge duties of a social 
nature. 

He wished this Government, while it expressly 
adopted the right of naturalizing aliens, to do and 
to say nothing that involved a contradiction be- 
tween its principles and practice. If it accepts 
the allegiance of an alien, it presupposes that the 
alien has the right to tender his allegiance; and 
one clause of the bill expressly requires of the 
alien an abjuration of his former allegiance, which 
is certainly proper. In doing this, the bill admits, 
unequivocally, the right of subjects and citizens 
to expatriate. The British Government, by a 
want of conformity between their first principle, 
as laid down in their law books, and the practice 
of Parliament, have shown us a singular mixture 
of old principles which the nation have outgrown. 
It is a maxim with them, that allegiance cannot 
be dissolved by any change of time or place, nor 
by the oath of a subject to any foreign Power; 
yet they naturalize by act of Parliament. They 
accept what they declare by their theory of civil 
law cannot be rightfully offered: nay, for one 
century the throne of England has presented Mo- 
narchs who were foreigners. William of Orange 
was a Prince, but he was a subject, too, of a fo- 
reign Power; and George the First was a member 
of the Germanic body. There is little danger that 
citizens, who are worthy of being so, will throw 
off their allegiance from the United States. The 
amendment which prohibits their readmission to a 
participation of all the rights of citizenship, will be 
a sufficient penalty, if any be necessary. Though 
they may have a right to expatriate themselves, 
there cannot be inferred a right of returning; for 
every body politic must have the right of saying 
upon what terms they will accept any addition of 
aliens to their numbers; and the expatriated man, 
no longer belonging to this society, and being an 
alien, the Government may choose whether he 
ever shall enjoy its privileges again. 

Mr. BaLpwin expressed the strongest disappro- 


bation at the idea of expatriating all those of our 
citizens who may have become subjects or citi- 
zens of another country. Many of them had been 
made citizens without any solicitation of their 
own, and merely as a mark of esteem from the 
Government under which they lived. They had 
no design whatever of renouncing their country. 
Yet the House, all at once, declares them incapa- 
ble of returning to their former situation. 

The amendment was negatived. The Com- 
mittee rose, the Chairman reported progress, and 
the House adjourned. 


Wenpnespay, December 31. 


LemueL Benron, from South Carolina, ap- 
peared and took his seat in the House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War covering sundry peti- 
tions; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying state- 
ments received since the twenty-ninth day of 
March last, in the cases of claimants to be placed 
on the pension list of the United States, who 
have obtained certificates from the Judges of the 
Circuit Courts, signed as Commissioners, and 
from the Judge of the District of Maine; which 
were read, and ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the bill to amend 
the act, entitled “An act to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization.” 

Mr. W. Smita made a motion for striking out 
the clause under consideration altogether, and 
leaving exactly as it now stands the law regard- 
ing citizens of America, who became citizens of 
other countries. This was rejected. 

After some further discussion, Mr. GiLes pro- 
posed a new clause, which was in substance, that 
all such aliens, who had borne any hereditary 
titles, or titles of nobility in other countries, 
should make a renunciation of such titles before 
they can enjoy any right of citizenship. This 
renunciation is to be made in the Court where 
they lay claim toa right of citizenship. Mr. G. 
said, if we did anything to prevent an improper 
mixture of foreigners with the Americans, this 
measure seemed to him one that might be useful. 

Mr. W. Smiru was entirely opposed to the mo- 
tion. An attempt of this kind had been made 
some years ago in the Legislature of one of the 
States, but dropped again as having been seen to be 
improper. The mind of the public is completely 
guarded against the introduction of titles, and 
they will never be current here. You cannot 
hinder a man from calling another a Viscount. 
You cannot declare this a crime. 

Mr. S. doubted whether the House had, by the 
Constitution, any right of making such a law. 
They were directed not to grant any titles, but 
their authority did not extend to the taking away 
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of titles from persons who were not born in the 
country. The Marquis de Larayerre has been 
distinguished all over the Continent by the title 
of Marquis. Mr. S. hoped that he would one 
day be again in America, and then he would very 
likely be called Marquis again. By this law it 
would be illegal. The member then went into a 
long detail on English nobility, and explained the 
difference between several kinds of titles. 

Mr. Gives did not think his motion positively 
necessary, but it might be useful. It seemed to 
be a growing practice with some gentlemen in 
the House to treat the most serious subjects with 
ridicule. He, for his own part, considered this 
conduct as highly improper. 

Mr. Dexter was as averse to titles as any man 
in the House, but he did not like to make laws 
against them. An alien might as well be obliged 
to make a renunciation of his connexions with 
the Jacobin club. The one was fully as abhor- 
rent to the Constitution as the other. 

Mr. Pace highly recommended the motion of his 
colleague. He mentioned a particular oceasion at 
New York, where the word honorable had been ap- 
plied in Congress toa particular body. He had 
proposed to strike out this word honorable. He 
was ridiculed, but he stood to his point, and car- 
ried it by a great majority. If the Marquis La- 
FAYETTE was to return to America, he would be- 
have with the frank manners which became a 
Republican. The case might be very different 
with a British Peer with his star and garter, and 
other baubles of that sort. If he were called My 
Lord Duke, or My Lord, or any other of these 
foolish names, it might tickle the ears of some 
people, and make them like the custom. 

Mr. GiLes, in reply to Mr. Dexter, said, that if 
a thing be implied in the Constitution, where is 
the harm of expressing it? This is said to be 
implied in the Constitution, and therefore it is 
needless to express it. Now this was one of the 
very best arguments which could be thought of 
in favor of the motion. At the time when the 
Constitution was made, nobody could foresee the 
strange turn which affairs have taken, or that 
there might be a danger from an inundation of 
titled fugitives. Indeed, if no better reasoning 
could be adduced against his motion than that 
employed by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
he was not likely to think the worse of it. That 
gentleman had objected to the adoption of the mo- 
tion because it agrees with the public mind. He 
says that the dispositions of the people will of 
themselves be sufficient to exclude the use of 
titles. It was certainly no reason against making 
a law in Congress, that it would exactly meet the 
wishes of the people. The motion might be use- 
ful. Mr. G. hoped that it would pass. Foreign- 
ers coming here with titles never will voluntarily 
renounce them. Mr. G. reminded the House that 
his proposal went only to the renunciation of 
titles, when the party concerned wanted to be- 
come a citizen. 

Mr. W. Sir said, that the fact was against 
the gentleman. Foreigners coming to this coun- 
try had renounced their titles, and called them- 





selves only by their plain names. Why might 
there not be an interdiction against persons con- 
nected with the Jacobin club?) Why not forbid 
the wearing of certain badges of distinction used 
by Jacobins? 

Mr. Mapison approved of the motion. He re- 
garded it as exactly to the business in hand, to 
exclude all persons from citizenship who would 
not renounce forever their connexion with titles 
of nobility. The propriety of the thing would 
be illustrated by this reflection, that if any titled 
Orders had existed in America before the Revolu- 
tion, they would infallibly have been abolished 
by it. 

Mr. Gites said, that the debate had turned 
upon these people called Jacobins. Both these 
and the persons with titles were dangerous to the 
country. Some of the former part of the regu- 
lations in this proposed act had an eye to them 
He would have more faith in an individual who 
came forward in an open Court and renounced 
his connexions with nobility. He was willing to 
withdraw for the present his motion. 

The Committee went through the bill and rose. 
and the Chairman reported it with the amend- 
ments. 





Tuurspay, January 1, 1795. 


The Speaker laid before the House two letters. 
one from Urtan Forrest, one of the members for 
the State of Maryland, dated the twenty-fourth 
ultimo, stating the election of Benjamin Edwards. 
as a member of this House, in his stead, he hav- 
ing resigned to the Executive of the said State 
of Maryland; the other, from John Kilty, Clerk 
of the Council of the said State, dated the twenty- 
seventh ultimo, addressed to the said Benjamu 
Edwards, informing him that an attested certili- 
cate of his election as a Representative for the 
said State, in the room of the said Uriah Forres. 
had, by order of the Council of the said State. 
been transmitted to the Speaker of the House o! 
Representatives; which letters were read, and 
ordered to be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, with instruction to withdraw, and report 
presently thereon. 

Mr. Dayton, from the Committee of Elections. 
to whom were referred the letters from Uriah 
Forrest and John Kilty, Clerk of the Council o! 
the State of Maryland, made a report; whic! 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


GOVERNMENT SALARIES. 


Mr. Cuatporne said, that he had long waited 
for some other gentleman to bring forward th 
very important proposition which at length de 
volved upon his hands. He was not unapprised 
that it would draw down upon him the contempt. 
and perhaps the calumny too, of many. But the 
consolation of having honestly done his duty, and 
what the interest of his country demanded. 
buoyed him above a sordid concern for the mali- 
cious reproaches of those whose private and per- 
sonal interests alone were affected by his propos: 
tion, and from whom alone he might expect to be 
attacked. A thorough conviction of the propric- 
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ty of it would bea sufficient salvo for even a dis- 
appointment, and would enable him to meet, with 


composure and firmness, all the heavy artillery of 


oratory that might be levelled against him. This 
proposition was intended to redress the greatest 
and best founded complaints against the Govern- 
ment, viz: exorbitant salaries to Congress, and 
the Executive officers of Government. He was 
more anxious about the success of this proposi- 
tion than about any sentiments which might be 
entertained respecting the motives that had 
brought it forward, for it was reduced almost to 
a system to suspect gentlemen of sinister views, 
who advance propositions respecting pecuniary 
matters. Those who share the honors must be 
content to share the hardships of war. With 
these impressions. he begged leave to lay the fol- 
lowing motion on the table. He had intended 
that it should be more comprehensive, but his 
hands were tied by the Constitution. 

“ Resolved, That a committee ought to be appointed 
to bring in a bill, or bills, to amend the act entitled an 
act for establishing the salaries of the Executive officers 
of Government, and their assistants and clerks; and 
an act for allowing compensation to the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States, and to the officers of both Houses, and to re- 
duce all such salaries, as, in the opinion of the said 
committee,will bear reducing.” 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bill to amend the act, 
entitled “ An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization.” 

Several gentlemen spoke on this subject. As 
to the granting of sibelinene to aliens, Mr. Mapt- 
son remarked, that there was no class of emi- 
grants from whom so much was to be appre- 
hended as those who should obtain property in 
shipping. Much greater mischief was to be 
feared from them than from any influence in 
votes at an election. If he were disposed to 
make any distinction of one class of emigrants 
more than another, as to the length of time before 
they should be admitted citizens, it would be as 
to the mercantile people—as these persons may, 
by possessing themselves of American ship- 
ping and seamen, be enabled clandestinely to 
favor such particular nations in the way of trade 
as they may think proper. ; 

The House went through the report of the 
Committee, and agreed to the amendments. 

Mr. Gites then rose to make his promised mo- 
tion as to the exclusion of any foreign emigrant 
from citizenship who had borne a title of nobility 
in Europe till he had formally renounced it. He 
proceeded to observe that, agreeably to the spirit 
of the Constitution, we ought to have the strong- 
est possible evidence that people of this deserip- 
tion have renounced all pretence to a right of this 
nature, before we admit them into the bosom of 
society. Moderation had been recommended. 
He requested gentlemen to observe that he con- 
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ducted his motion on the strictest principles of 
moderation. He had, in a former part of this bill, 
voted for some clauses which were intended to 
guard the Government against any disturbance 
from the people called Jacobins, when their prin- 
ciples should run to a dangerous and seditious 
extreme. The same spirit of candor and moder- 
ation which had induced him to vote fora pre- 
caution against the attempts of the one party, now 
led him to propose a precaution against the pre- 
judices of the aristocrats, which were, upon the 
whole, more hostile to the spirit of the American 
Constitution than those of their antagonists. He 
also requested gentlemen to observe that his pres- 
ent motion went not to the invasion of any posi- 
tive right. It left the individual exactly where it 
found him, unless he aspired to be an American 
citizen. Otherwise, he might retain his titles un- 
disturbed as long as he pleased. But if he wanted 
any promotion of a eivil nature in this country, 
he must rise to it by conforming exactly to the 
rules laid down by the Constitution itself. That 
code had declared no titled character admissible 
to any civil rank. It was not to be supposed that 
people born and nurtured in the lap of aristocracy 
would heartily renounce their titles, and become 
all at once sincere Republicans. It was therefore 
highly improper that such people should be ad- 
mitted. If we are allowed to anticipate proba- 
bilities, it seems highly probable that we shall 
soon have a great number of this kind of persons 
here. A revolution is now going onward, to 
which there is nothing similar in history. A 
large portion of Europe has already declared 
against titles, and where the innovations are to 
stop, nO man can presume to guess. There is at 
present no law ia the United States by which a 
foreigner can be hindered from voting at elec- 
tions, or even from coming into this House; and 
if a great number of these fugitive nobility come 
over, they may soon acquire considerable in- 
fluence. The tone of thinking may insensibly 
change in the course of a few years, and no per- 
son can say how far such a matter may spread. 
After these, and other prefatory remarks, Mr. G. 
read a resolution, which was in effect as follows: 


“ And in case any alien applying for admission to 
citizenship of the United States, shall have borne any 
title or order of nobility in any Kingdom or State 
from whence he may come, he must renounce all pre- 
tensions to his title before the Court in which such ap- 
plication shall be made; and this renunciation must 
be registered in the said Court.” 


Mr. G. ubserved that previous to the late Revo- 
lution the French nobility were, by the lowest 
calculation, rated at twenty thousand; and as we 
may conclude on France being successful, a great 
proportion of these people may be finally ex- 
pected here. 

Mr. Dexrer ceclared that he was not very 
anxious against the resolution. He, however, op- 
posed it. He imagined that, by the same mode 
of reasoning, we might hinder his Holiness the 
Pope from coming into this country. He entered 
at some length into the ridicule of certain tenets 
in the Roman Catholic religion, and said that 
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priestcraft had done more mischief than aris- 
tocracy. 

Mr. Mapison said that the question was not 
perhaps so important as some gentlemen sup- 
posed; nor of so little consequence as others 
seem to think it. It is very probable that the 
spirit of Republicanism will pervade a great part 
of Europe. It is hard to guess what numbers of 
titled characters may, by such an event, be thrown 
out of that part of the world. What can be 
more reasonable than that when crowds of them 
come here, they should be forced to renounce 
everything contrary to the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion. He did not approve the ridicule attempted 
to be thrown out on the Roman Catholics. In 
their religion there was nothing inconsistent with 
the purest Republicanism. In Switzerland about 
one-half of the Cantons were of the Roman 
Catholic persuasion. Some of the most Demo- 
cratical Cantons were so; Cantons where every 
man gave his vote for a Representative. Ameri- 
cans had no right to ridicule Catholics. They 
had, many of them, proved good citizens during 
the Revolution. As to hereditary titles, they 
were proscribed by the Constitution. He would 
not wish to have a citizen who refused such an 
oath. 

Mr. Pace was for the motion of his colleague. 
It did not become that House to be afraid of in- 
troducing Democratical principles. Titles only 

ive a particular class of men a right to be inso- 
ent, and another class a pretence to be mean and 
cringing. The principle will come in by degrees, 
and produce mischievous effects here as well as 
elsewhere. If such men do come here, nothing 
can be more grateful to a Republican than to see 
them renounce their titles. This does not amount 
to any demand of making them renounce their 
principles. If they do not aspire to be citizens, 
they may assume as many titles as they think fit. 
Equality is the basis of good order and society, 
whereas titles turn everything wrong. Mr. P. 
said that a scavenger was as necessary to the 
health of a city as any one of its magistrates. 
It was proper, therefore, not to lose sight of equal- 
ity, and to prevent, as far as possible, any oppor- 
tunities of being insolent. He did not want to 
see a Duke come here, and contest an election for 
Congress with a citizen. 

Mr. Sepewick was really at a loss to see what 
end this motion could answer. He agreed with 
the arguments of Mr. Gites. But the point in 
view was explicitly provided for already. By 
taking an oath of citizenship, the individual not 
only renounces, but solemnly abjures nobility. 
The title is destroyed when the allegiance is 
broken by his oath being taken to this Govern- 
ment. This abjuration has destroyed all connex- 
ion with the old Government. Why then pro- 
vide for it a second time? 

Mr. Gites said, that by admitting a thing to 
have been once done, it was admitted that it 
might be done again. If it had been right to do 
it once, there could be no harm in repeating it. 
The member then quoted Mr. Dexter, who rose 
and declared that the gentleman had misunder- 


















He did not suppose that this gentleman wou 
allege the matter to be explicitly provided for, 
It only could be so by implication; which was a 
very bad way of making a law, because it gave 
room for endless disputes. If the thing is in it- 
self right, why refuse to vote directly for it? 
Why leave it only to be implied? He wished to 
let foreigners know expressly the ground upon 
which th 

and in plain English, you must renounce your 
titles before you can have the privileges of an 
American citizen? Mr. G. pressed home this idea 
more than once. He meant no act of inhospi- 
tality tothese emigrants. He would deprive them 
of no right, nor do anything unkind to them, 
But he was entitled by the spirit of the Constitu- 
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stood him. He spoke for some time, and whep 
he sat down— 


Mr. Gites declared himself incapable of com- 


prehending whether Mr. Dexter was for his mo- 
tion or against it. He therefore proceeded to re- 
ply to Mr. Sepewick, whose chief argument had 


een that the thing was provided for em 
d 


ey stood. Why not tell them at once, 


tion to withhold this right from them till they 
renounced all hereditary titles. This was no in- 
civility. He concluded, by declaring that he 
would, if supported, call for the yeas and nays on 
this question. A number of members rose to 
support this proposal. . 

Mr. Nicnotas had no objection to the motion, 
but that it did not go farenough. The emigrants 
ought to be obliged to swear not only that they 
abjured all titles hitherto received, but that they 
would never accept of any in future. He be- 
lieved that this would hurt their feelings, and. 
sympathizing with them, he would not urge a 
proposal that might add to their distress, but 
should vote for the motion as it stood. 

Mr. Lee was very sorry that the present subject 
had been so long agitated—he never viewed it as 
important—but a degree of importance had been 
now given to it by the calling of the yeas and 
nays. 

Under these circumstances, it appeared to him 
very well calculated to impress on the public 
mind, that there was a real danger of the estab- 
lishment of nobility or aristocratic orders in this 
country; and that those who voted against this 
motion were friendly to such a change in our po- 
litical system: and that those who voted for 1 
were the only true patriots. He trusted so much 
to the liberality of the mover as to rely that he 
neither meant unnecessarily to alarm the public 
mind, nor intended to inflict a stigma on those gen- 
tlemen who, entertaining an opinion of the frivolity 
and inefficacy of the motion, should vote agains! 
it. Mr. Lee would therefore impute the motion 
to the most laudable zeal to guard the public lib- 
erty. And on this ground it would be necessary 
to inquire what was the danger which existed 
that this provision was intended to protect us 
from. The gentleman must have felt great 
alarm, or he would not have introduced it. Mr. 
L. said, when he looked through the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States, and particularly 
when he considered the Constitutions and laws o! 
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the respective States, that he could not see the} native countries, may become citizens of this. 
shadow of a foundation to build an alarm upon. | They in fact can have no privilege among us In 
As to mere empty names, as to sounds, we must | consequence of any foreign title; but must exist 
be very corrupt, we must be very ignorant, if we| in perfect equality in all social rights with the 
could be alarmed by them. And in this free coun-| rest of our citizens. ta 
try every man had a right tocall himself by what} But his colleague objected to the qualities of 
name or title he pleased : and if the mover thought | their hearts. ‘To find out the heart of any man, 
proper to change his name for any other name. | would be a difficult task. We are liable to be de- 
sound, or title, it would neither add to, nor dimin-| ceived by every description of men. The profes- 
ish his real worth and importance; it would not | sions of over-zealous patriots do not always secure 
ive qualities to his heart which he had not be-| us from their treason, or we should not so fre- 
fore, nor detract from those he had. What were | quently in history read of Catilines and Cesars, 
the mischiefs experienced in Europe from privi-| or lately have witnessed the tyranny of Robe- 
leged orders? they did not flow from the names | spierre. All these men were once flaming patriots. 
by which those orders were distinguished; they | And if zealous patriots can turn traitors and ty- 
arose from the exclusive preference and privi-| rants, was it not as possible for the member of a 
leges which those orders possessed in political | foreign privileged order to become a good citizen? 
rights, and in property. Without these their| The truth is, professions and abjurations are no 
titles would have been mere empty gewgaws, | certain proofs of the virtue and apprehended pa- 
ridiculous in the extreme, and unworthy of the|triotism of any man. We are secure from the 
acceptance of any man of common sense. Titles| danger, because every citizen here is equal. No 
then did not produce the mischiefs ; but the privi-| privileged orders exist amongst us, nor ean exist, 
leges annexed to titles. Mr. L. had said, in this | unless the people shall choose to change their pre- 
country every man had a right to call himself by | sent Constitution and Laws, which 1s not to be 
what name or title he pleased; but here no mis-| expected. Mr. L. said, if he understood his col- 
chief could result from it, because neither politi-| league, his strongest reason hwy a foreign noble- 
cal rank nor property could be attached to titles.| man could not become a good citizen, was the 
Every citizen was equal to his fellow-citizen in| education he had received; the superiority which 
political rights; and the laws of the respective | he had been accustomed to exercise over his fel- 
States had wisely provided that property could | low men, and the servile court he had been accus- 
not be accumulated in such a degree in the hands| tomed to receive from them. It was, then, the 
of individuals as to give them an improper in-| corrupting relation of lord and vassal, which ren- 
fluence in svciety. By the equal distribution | dered him an unfit member of an equal Republican 
of estates individuals are prevented from being so| Government. Mr. L. feared that this reasoning 
rich as to trample upon the necks of their equals. | applied to tbe existing relation of master and 
Great accumulations of property are more likely | slave in the Southern country,(rather a more 
in fact to introduce the effects of aristocracy than | degrading one than even that of lord and vassal) 
the ridiculous names by which individuals may | would go to prove that the people of that country 
be distinguished. It was a slander upon the fun-| were not qualified to be members of our free Re- 
damental laws and political institutions of our| publican Government. But he knew that this was 
country, to suppose that a few aliens, because | not the case. Though in that House the mem- 
they had possessed titles in foreign countries after | bers from the State of Virginia held persons in 
having renounced their allegiance to those coun-| bondage, he was sure that their hearts glowed 
tries, even if they were disposed to do it, could| with a zeal as warm for the equal rights and hap- 
as it were by magic, overturn the established | piness of men, as gentlemen from other parts of 
habits of our people, and the liberty of the Go-| the Union where such degrading distinctions did 
vernment into which they had incorporated them- | not exist. He rejoiced, that, notwithstanding the 
selves. The body of our citizens were too en-| unfavorable circumstances of his country in this 
lightened, too virtuous, for Mr. L. to apprehend | respect, the virtue of his fellow-citizens shone forth 
any danger from so trivial a cause. If worthy | equal to that of any other part of the nation. 
citizens were so corruptible, and so easily cor-| Mr. L. was afraid that the force of his col- 
rupted, we must relinquish the idea of ever being | league’s reasoning might be extended to throw an 
fit to maintain a freeand Republican Government. | improper imputation on the virtue of his country- 
But our citizens can distinguish between sound | men, which he was sure could not be intended. 
and reality. When we passed the excise law, it} But, Mr. L. did not think that the citizens in the 
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was said that the name was odious; but the Legis-| South had any right to assume a superiority in 
lature, having a proper confidence in the under-| political virtue, over their fellow-citizens to the 
standing of the community, did not hesitate to} East. He claimed to be equal, not to be behind 
pass it; because it was a just and necessary one.| them was sufficient glory. Mr. L. did not know 
If nobility should ever unfortunately be intro-| but the proposition, if it had any effeet, which he 
duced into this country (to which at present every | very much doubted, might collaterally affect the 
circumstance is hostile, and which Mr. L. believed | rights to property, which, in the course of time, 
impossibie, as long as we adhere to our present| might devolve to aliens in the countries from 
fundamental laws and virtuous habits) it would | which they came, which, he believed, his colleague 
be from internal corruption, and not because a| could not intend. In fine, Mr. L. said, until the yeas 
few foreigners, who once possessed titles in their | and nays were called, had received the proposition 
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as perfectly unimportant and frivolous. The call- 
ing of the yeas and nays had in his mind given it 
some importance. He believed that it was calcu- 
lated, but he trusted that it was not intended, to 
spread an alarm—a false alarm—that Aristocracy 
was coming to swallow us up; and to hold up cer- 
tain gentlemen who had opposed it as friends to 
such a system. Under such impressions, though 
he was personally very indifferent whether it was 
agreed toor not, he felt it his duty to vote against it; 
not being willing to countenance any measure by 
which groundless and unjust alarms, jealousy and 
suspicions, might be excited, and viewing it nu- 
gatory in the extreme. 

Mr. Scorr was sorry that so much time had 
been spent on the motion. We are not by the 
Constitution authorized to make titles; and he 
apprehended that if it was unlawful to manu- 
facture a commodity at home, it was unlawful to 
import it from abroad. On this account he was 
for the resolution. If once we allow the thing to 
be manufactured at all, he had no doubt but titles 
would be as prevalent here as in Britain. He 
should think it very odd to see a man sitting op- 
posite to him in that House, with a star and gar- 
ter on his breast. The emigrant was as welcome 
to wear them as to wear his hat. Only let him 
wear them out of doors. 

Mr. Tracy thought that more time had been 
spent upon the subject than it was worth. He 
mentioned the proceedings of the French Con- 
vention, who, sometime before they cut off the 
head of the Duke of Orleans, debated four days 
upon what name they should give him, and at 
last called him Egalité. He feared that calling 
for the yeas and nays thus early would look like 
party, as if intended to cast an odium on gentle- 
men who should vote against the motion. 

Mr. Dexter would vote for the resolution, if 
the gentleman would agree to an amendment; 
which was, that he renounced all possession of 
slaves. 

Mr. Tuatcner moved as a second amendment, 
“and that he never will possess them.” 

The words of Mr. Dexrer’s amendment were 
nearly these: “And also, in case any such alien 
shall hold any person in slavery, he shall renounce 
it, and declare that he holds all men free and 
equal.” 

Mr. Gives said, that he should begin to think 
his motion of very peculiar importance, if such 
extraordinary resources were adopted to disap- 

oint it. He was sorry to see slavery made a 

est of in that House. He understood this to be 
intended as a hint against members from the 
Southern States. It had no proper connexion 
with the subject before the House. He had 
therefore no scruple in voting against it. It was 
calculated to injure the property of gentlemen. 
As to slavery, he lamented and detested it; but, 
from the existing state of the country, it was im- 
possible at present to help it. He himself owned 
slaves. He regretted that he did so, and if any 
member could point out a way in which he could 
be properly freed from that situation, he should 
rejoice in it. The thing was reducing as fast as 
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could prudently be done. He believed that 
slavery was infinitely more deprecated in coun- 
tries, where it cota existed, and consequently 
where its evils were known, than in other coun- 
tries where it was only an object of conversation. 
Gentlemen had objected to calling for the yeas 
and nays. Have not the public a right to know 
the sentiments of the House on een question ? 
Was it any unusual thing to call for the yeas and 
nays? Or was there any use for it but that the 
sentiments of every member might be known? 

Mr. Mapison mentioned regulations adopted 
in Virginia for gradually reducing the number of 
slaves. None were allowed to be imported into 
the State. The operation of reducing the num- 
ber of slaves was going on as quickly as possible. 
The mention of such a thing in the House had 
in the mean time a very bad effect on that spe- 
cies of property, otherwise he did not know but 
what he should have voted for the amendment of 
Mr. Dexter. It had a dangerous tendency on 
the minds of these unfortunate people. 

Mr. Nicuo as said, that Mr. Beste had more 
than on one occasion hinted his opinion that pos- 
sessors of slaves were unfit to hold any Legislative 
trust in a Republican Government. He was so- 
licitous that before Mr. D. spoke on a subject, he 
would make himself in some degree acquainted 
with it. He ought to acquire some information 
as to the state of the country, otherwise his opin- 
ion would fall into contempt with those who knew 
it. Mr. N. said, that gentlemen who possessed a 
thousand slaves in Virginia had no more influence 
on their neighbor who had not one than that 
neighbor had on them. 

Mr. Dexter complained of the attempt to take 
the yeas and nays, as a design to hold up certain 
people to public odium. He would withdraw hi: 
amendment if the gentleman would withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. Heatu was unwilling to impute any un 
candid motives to gentlemen, but he thought this 
introduction of slavery as at best highly im- 
proper. He read a clause of the Constitution 
prohibitory of proposing an abolition for many 

ears tocome. He then asked how gentlemen, 
in the face of an express article of the Constitu- 
tion. could propose an amendment like that ot 
Mr. Dexter. 

Mr. Sepewick rose in some warmth. He said 
that there was no design in calling for the yeas 
and nays but to fix a stigma upon gentlemen in 
that House as friends to a nobility, when they 
were no such thing, and to raise a popular odium 
against them. To propose an abolition of slavery 
in this country would be the height of madness. 
Here the slaves are, and here they must remain. 

A question of adjournment was now carried by 
43 against 29. So the motion of Mr. GiLes 
stands over till to-morrow. 


Fripay, January 2. 


The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Governor of the State of Maryland, en- 
closing a return of the election ef Benjamin 
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Edwards, to serve as one of the members of this 
House for the said State, in the room of Uriah 
Forrest, who has resigned his seat; as, also, a 
Letter from the said Uriah Forrest to the said 
Governor of Maryland, dated the eighth day of 
November last, stating his resignation; which 
were read, and ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

Mr. Dayton, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, to whom was recommitted their report of 
yesterday on the letters from Uriah Forrest and 
John Kilty, Clerk of the Council of the State of 
Maryland, and to whom was, this day, referred 
the Letter from the Governor of Maryland, with 
its enclosures, made a report; which was read as 
follows: 


“That it appears, from a certificate signed by the 
Governor of the State of Maryland, in Council, and 
under the seal of the said State, that Benjamin Ed- | 


wards was duly elected to serve in the House of Re- | 
presentatives of the United States, in the place of | ly. 


Uriah Forrest, who had resigned his seat. 
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On the question that the House do agree to the 
said amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. Bourne said he was against both amend- 
ments. He saw no use either for the one or the 
other. He recapitulated the numerous checks 
which the Constitution had framed against nobili- 
ty getting into it. He, therefore, with all these 
checks, could see no danger from it. So much 
for the expediency of the proposal. He next con- 
sidered it ina different point of view. A foreigner 


,; comes, perhaps with a title, which he has derived 


from a long train of ancestors, and, with a very 
pardonable infirmity, he is fond, he is perhaps 
proud, of this badge of nobility. Is it polite, is it 
generous, to force him to renounce it? If it is an 
hereditary title, he can renounce only for himself. 
His children still inherit the right. Mr. B. wish- 
ed both amendments withdrawn. 

Mr. Rurserrorp said, the people of America 
had an exceeding aversion to the bubble of nobili- 
He had so much confidence in the wisdom, 
good sense, and public spirit, of the gentlemen in 


“That the resignation of Uriah Forrest satisfacto- | this House, that he was sure the amendmeut would 
rily appears from his Letter of the twenty-fourth of| be carried by a very great majority. He was 
December, directed to the Speaker of the House of | equally certain that the amendment of the other 


Representatives. 


“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of the committee, 
Benjamin Edwards is entitled to take a seat in the 
House, as one of the Representatives for the State of 
Maryland, in the room of Uriah Forrest.” 


The said resolution was again read, and, on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

Mr. Epwarps then appeared, and the oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States 
being administered to him by Mr. Speaker, he 
took his seat in the House as one of the Repre- 
sentatives for the State of Maryland, in the room 
of Uriah Forrest. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments reported on Wednesday last from | 
the Committee of the Whole House to the bill to 
amend the act entitled “An act to establish an 
uniform rule of naturalization.” Whereupon, 

The amendment moved yesterday to the said 
bill being under consideration, in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

“ And in case any such alien applying for admission 
to become a citizen of the United States, shall have 
borne any hereditary title, or been of any of the orders 
of nobility in the Kingdom or State from which he 
came, in addition to the requisites of this, and the be- 
fore recited act, he shall make an express renunciation 
of his title, or order of nobility, in the Court to which 
his application shall be made, before he shall be enti- 
tled to such admission; which renunciation shall be 
recorded in the said Court.” 


A motion was made and seconded to amend 
the said amendment, by adding to the end thereof 
the words following, to wit: 

“ And, also, in case such alien shail, at the time of 
his application, hold any person in slavery, he shall in 
the same manner renounce all right and claim to hold 
such person in slavery.” 


gentleman [Mr. Dexter} would be rejected. It 
went to wound the feelings and alienate the affec- 
tions of six or eight States in the Union. He was 
against the yeas and nays. He wished for a si- 
lent vote. 

Mr. McDows.i.t.— When the gentleman from 
Massachusetts first brought forward the motion on 
the table, Mr. McD. could not think he was sin- 
cere, from the idea which he had formed of the 
candor and good sense of that gentleman. But, 
much to his surprise, Mr. D. persisted in support- 
ing the propriety of his motion, which is not only 
an indirect attack on the State Governments, but 
even on the Constitution of the United States, and 
on the members of this House who represent the 
Southern States. This amendment not only tends 
to irritate the minds of members, but of thousands 
of the good citizens in the Southern States, as it 
affects the property which they have acquired by 
their industry. Thus it cools their affections to- 
wards the Government, as they will find that one 
part of the Government is about to operate on 
their property inan indirect way. The gentleman 
dare not come directly forward, and tell the House, 
that men who possess slaves are unfit for holding 
an office under a Republican Government. Mr. 
McD. recalled to the mind of the House the con- 
duct of the people that compose the Southern 
States, during the late war, and their struggle for 
American Jndependence. He then bade the House 
review the behaviour of their Representatives, 
under the present Government, and say whether 
they do not partake more of the Republican spirit 
than the members from the Eastern States. The 
latter, also, no doubt had members who did honor 
to the States which they represented, and to the 
United States. He thought the amendment of 
Mr. Dexter partook more of monarchical or de- 
spotic principles than any thing which he had 
seen for some time. What right had the House 
to say to a particular class of people, you shall not 
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have that kind of property which other people 
have? This was the language of the motion, and 
he considered it as highly unjust. Mr. McD. 
wished the gentleman to consider what might be 
the consequence of his motion, at this time, when 
the West Indies are transformed into an immense 
scene of slaughter. When thousands of people 
had been massacred, and thousands had fled for re- 
fuge to this country, when the proprietors of 
slaves in this country could only keep them in 
a with the utmost difficulty, was this a time 
or such inflammatory motions? He was amazed 
that a gentleman of whom he had so high an opin- 
ion, could, for a moment, embrace an idea, which 
was, in all points of view, so extremely improper 
and dangerous. 

Mr. Dexter chiefly excused his motion be- 
cause the other gentlemen had been for taking 
the yeas and nays. The tenor of his argument 
seemed to be this: You want to hold us up tothe 
public as aristocrats. I, as a retaliation, will hold 
you up to the same public as dealers in slaves. 
Mr. D., however, did not wish to irritate. He, 
for that reason, withdrew his motion, under 
the hope that the yeas and nays would not be 
taken. 

Mr. Gives said, that no person could be more 
anxious than himself to conciliate. But he could 
not submit to purchase conciliation by sacrificing 
his opinion, or betraying his duty. He should, on 
that account, stand by his amendment. It had 
been said that he called for the yeas and nays for 
the purpose of holding up to popular detestation 
a certain party in that House. Such an idea had 
never entered into his mind. He then commenced 
a vindication of the propriety of his amendment 
against the observations of Mr. Bourne, who had, 
among other things, alleged that it had no proper 
relation to the spirit of the Naturalization Bill. 
After defending it, on this quarter, Mr. G. pro- 
ceeded to answer something that had been alleged 
yesterday against hisamendment. This was that 
it had been calculated to hold up an idea to the 
world, that there was a party in that House in 
favor of Aristocracy. If there is no such party, a 
general vote for the amendment will prove that 
this report is without foundation. In reality, there 
is nO connexion between the amendment and any 
such scheme. The idea must have been in the 
head of the member himself. It is not the amend- 
ment, but the use which the gentleman makes of 
it, that can have any tendency that way. Mr. G. 
never could have thought of such a way of hold- 
ing up a party. As to the amendment of Mr. 
Dexter, he, Mr. G. held property sacred, and ne- 
ver could have consented to prohibit the emigrant 
nobility from having slaves any more than other 
people. But as for titles of nobility, they were 
quite a different thing. They were but a name, 
and people were not obliged even to give them 
up, unless they wanted to become American citi- 
zens. As the call of yeas and nays had given 
such uncommon uneasiness, he, for his own part, 
should give it up. He was careless how the vote 
was taken. The other gentlemen who supported 
his call might act for themselves. 


Naturalization Bill. — 


[J 


NUARY, 1795, 


Mr. Lee said, he hoped that to-day the ques- 
tion would have been taken without further debate 
he had no disposition to say any thing more on it.: 
and should have remained silent if his colleague 
{Mr. Gites] had not made some strictures on the 
observations which fell from him on the preced- 
ing day. 

Mr. L. repeated, that he had not viewed the 
motion of any importance till the yeas and nays 
were called—that in itself it could do no good. 
He maintained, however, that, under its pre- 
sent aspect, it was well calculated to alarm the 
public mind about a danger that did not, and could 
not, exist, under the circumstances of our coun- 
try; and that partiularly to-day, it had more the 
appearance of an _— to exalt the patriotism of 
some gentlemen, and throw an unjust odium on 
others. He did not mean to say that this was the 
design of it. But it being nugatory in itself, and 
the danger against which it was said to guard u: 
being too ridiculous to excite a momentary ap- 

rehension in the minds of our enlightened fel- 
ow-citizens, it wore too much such an appear- 
ance. Under this view, Mr. L. thought it looked 
too much like that spirit of denunciation, which 
his colleague so greatly lamented on a late occa 
sion—Self-created societies—a spirit that was cal- 
culated to engender the violent and rancorous 
passions of the human heart in this House, and 
scatter them through the oneree A spirit 
which, if indulged, might arm in hostility and ha- 
tred to each other, the two ends of this Conti- 
nent, and produce consequences fatal to the peace 
and prosperity of both. 

Mr. L. always thought the Eastern and South- 
ern States were well situated to unite on terms 
of the greatest reciprocal benefit. That, for th 
good of his own country, he valued such an union 
above all things. He knew, in particular, that it 
was highly important to the interests of the peo- 
ple whom he represented, to conciliate the cordial 
and affectionate esteem of their Eastern brethren. 
That this was not only important to his constitu- 
ents, but to the whole State, and all the Southern 
country ; as on it must materially depend the pre- 
servation of our Union, which Mr. L. feared was 
more necessary to our safety and prosperity than 
to theirs. Mr. L. said, he never saw any reason 
to suspect the Eastern people of anti-Republican 
principles ; that there was no just ground to ac- 
cuse them of such principles in any manner. Mr. 
L. had always thought that the Southern country 
had no right to claim a superiority over their 
Eastern brethren in Republican virtue. Mr. L. 
always lamented that his country was not, In 
some points, so fortunately situated as the Kast- 
ern States; but still, he rejoiced to find just ideas 
of liberty, and a proper respect to the rights o! 
men, animating all the citizens of it; and in pub 
lie virtue they had a right to rank with their bre- 
thren to the North and East of them. Mr. L. 
thought that his colleague’s strongest argument 
was the corrupting relation which existed in Bu- 
rope between noblemen and their dependants. 
Mr. L. feared that this argument might too read- 
ily be extended to the situation of his country. 
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and conclusions very disparaging to their Republi- 
can virtue drawn from it, from which he had felt 
it his duty to vindicate them. 

Mr. L. believed that the people throughout 
America were all animated by an equal zeal for 
the liberty and happiness of their country. As a 
person, therefore, anxious to preserve our harmo- 
ny and union, he always felt pain at any question, 
which was, in any degree, calculated to excite 
suspicions of each other, and produce enmity, 
when concord was so much the interest of all. This 
proposition had, to his mind, a very denunciating 
aspect; and, as such, he felt it his duty to dis- 
countenance it, and every thing of the same sort, 
without presuming to ascertain or question the 
motives or designs of the mover. Mr. L. could 
not help viewing the motion as capable of guard- 
ing us from no one danger, but as well fitted to 
produce unnecessary alarm and irritation. 

Mr. L. was indifferent how the question was 
decided; but, being a friend to harmony and 
union, he could by no means countenance by 
his vote any thing that might be construed to de- 
nounce a most respectable and patriotic part of 
this House. 

Mr. Hitiuovse observed, that when the amend- 
ment was first introduced, he considered it as 
altogether harmless and unnecessary; but, be- 
ing friendly to what appeared to be the object of 
the mover, that is, keeping out privileged orders 
from among us, he was inclined to vote for it. 
Yet, upon more mature reflection, he was of opin- 
ion that if the provision contained in the amend- 
ment had any effect at all, it would be a directly 
contrary one from what was intended, and would 
indirectly establish the principle that privileged or- 
ders might be introduced and exist among us, a 
principle which he wholly rejected and reproba- 
ted; and, as he did not doubt that the views of 
the gentleman who moved the amendment were 
ieee to his own on that subject, he hoped that, 
upon further consideration, he [Mr. GiLes ] would 
withdraw it. It was his opinion that the ground 
upon which foreigners should be admitted to a 
share in the administration of our Government 
ought to be narrowed in every possible way, and 
if the gentleman would so modify the amend- 
ment as wholly to exclude that class of foreigners, 
or any other, from ever becoming citizens, so far 
as to elect or be eleeted to any office, he would 
most heartily join in giving his vote for it. In 
those nations where privileged orders are admit- 
ted, the benefits and advantages arising from it 
have been considered as merely local, so that, if a 
nobleman removes from one nation to another, he 
is not considered as carrying with him the privi- 
leges of his order; as, for instance, if a nobleman 
from any other nation removes to England, where 
an hereditary nobility is established by law, and 
even becomes naturalized. he is not a peer of Eng- 
land; he is no more than a private subject, and 
can claim nothing on account of his former 
rank. The Convention who formed our Consti- 
tution undoubtedly viewed the subject in that 
light, or they would have been equally anxious to 
have provided against the importation as of the 
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creation of nobility ; but, passing this amendment 
will, as far as the influence of a law and the opin- 
ion of Congress can go, be putting a different and 
wrong construction upon the Constitution, and 
will be admitting that there may be some other 
mode of introducing a privileged order or a no- 
bility among us, than the one guarded against in 
the Constitution ; for, if a law is passed requiring 
a person, before he shall be admitted to a certain 
privilege, to renounce some other privilege, it is 
clearly admitting that such person does or may 
possess such privilege, otherwise the law is futile, 
requiring a person to renounce what he does not, 
or cannot possess. 

If we pass the present amendment, the construc- 
tion must be, that an alien, after residing in this 
country, abjuring his allegiance to his own, offer- 
ing to become a citizen of, and taking the oath of 
fidelity to, the United States, is in possession of the 
rights of a privileged order to which he may have 
belonged ; and, further, that their rights are he- 
reditary, unless he shall, agreeably to the amend- 
ment, come forward and renounce them. But 
what will be the consequence of his not renouncing? 
Most clearly that he retains and possesses them. A 
nobleman, then, may come to the United States, 
marry, purchase lands, and enjoy every other right 
of a citizen, except that of electing and being 
elected to office. His children, being natural born 
citizens, will enjoy, by inheritance, his title, and 
all the rights of nobility and a privileged order 
which he possessed, an idea which ought not, ei- 
ther explicitly or impliedly, to be admitted. 

As to the impression which may be made on 
the popular opinion, by voting on one side or the 
other of the present question, Mr. H. felt no anx- 
iety. He had too good an opinion of the under- 
standing and.discernment of his constituents, and 
of the people of the United States, tc suppose they 
would believe him a friend to privileged orders or 
a nobility, for voting against a proposition which, 
in his opinion, was at least altogether futile, if not 
of a tendency directly opposite to what is propos- 
ed. Was any gentleman to sacrifice his judgment 
to an apprehension of losing his popularity, he 
would most certainly not only merit but meet 
with their contempt. The people of the United 
States are not tickled with sounds ; they regard 
the substance. 

Mr. J. Wapsworts rose next. He had been up, 
four times before, but, other gentlemen always ris- 
ing along with him, he had sat down again. Mr. 
W. said, that a rage against nobility and privi- 
leged orders now pervades the whole world. He 
really did not see the use of this amendment. It 
put him in mind of an old law which, within his 
memory, had been in use. Whena man had shot 
bimfelf, his neighbors were not contented with 
the certainty of his being dead in this world, and 
damned in the next, but, besides all this, they 
drove a stake through his body. Mr. W. regarded 
nobility as in asimular situation with such a man, 
for nobility appeared to him in the certain road to 
instant destruction; and this amendment of Mr. 
Gives, he thought, was like driving in the stake. 
The latter practice had been laid aside, and he 
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thought that the amendment deserved the same 
fate. He reminded the House that the time had 
been when America was very much indebted to 
nobility, and very glad to see them fight her 
battles. We might now perhaps be taxed with 
ingratitude on that head, for some of those identi- 
cal French noblemen, who, during the late war, 
had rendered us essential service, were now in 
this country in a state of beggary, subsisting on 
the charity of their friends. Others of the same 
noblemen were in dungeons, and some again liad 
got their heads chopped off. He was warranted 
to say that many of these noblemen, when here, 
during the war, and long before a French revolu- 
tion had been talked of, were, in their hearts, as 

ood Republicans as any Americans whatever. 
We had seen, some time ago, a party spirit rising 
in the United States. He had observed that the 
thing was dying away, but the present amend- 
ment would afford a new theme. The newspa- 
pers are extremely numerous, and he doubted not 
that the writers in them would embrace so nota- 
ble an opportunity for exercising their talents. 
As to the notion that there was a danger of no- 
bility being introduced into this country, the thing 
was held in such detestation in America, that he 
had no more apprehension of its obtaining a foot- 
ing here than he had that there would arise a new 
race of men without heads, or with their heads 
placed below their shoulders, or any other unna- 
tural production. In short, he did not know a 
thing so impossible as the establishment of an 
American nobility. Knowing this, he regarded 
the amendment as entirely useless. As to the 
call for the yeas and nays having an impression 
on his vote, that was out of the question. He 
knew his constituents, and they knew him; and 
they were both too well acquainted with each 
other for a trifle of this nature to have any influ- 
ence. ‘Te him thecal! wasa matter of the utmost 
indifference, and he took this opportunity to de- 
clare frankly that he should vote against the 
amendment, whether the yeas and nays were called 
or not. 

Mr. Nicwo.as could not consent to abandon the 
proposition. It might be said that he did so in 
terror of the amendment of Mr. Dexrer, which 
he thoroughly despised. 

Mr. Boupinor had not designed to speak on 
this question, but there was one objection to the 
Amendment, which occurred to him, and which 
had not been noticed by any gentleman. This 
was, that it would be an act of injustice to make 
a man do an act in this country which might affect 
his own interest and that of his family in another. 
This case might very possibly happen. A per- 
son, by renouncing nobility here, might be debar- 
red from claiming its privileges in another place, 
when it would, perhaps, be for his advantage. 

Mr. Ames observed, that too much attention 
had been given to the amendment as an abstract 
question. Nothing tended more to bewilder and 
confuse a debate than such a departure from the 
subject into abstractions and refinements ; for, al- 
though by this means we found that plain princi- 
ples were rendered obscure, and reasonable doc- 
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trines carried to excess, yet we did not seem to 
reflect that nothing is more opposite to just prin- 
ciples than the extremes of those principles. Foy 
instance, it would not be safe or proper indis- 
criminately to admit aliens to become citizens. 
yet a scrutiny into their political orthodoxy might 
be carried to a very absurd extreme. The merit 
of the amendment depends on its adaptedness to 
the end proposed by the bill, and what is that ? 
To make a rule of naturalization for the admis- 
sion of aliens to become citizens, on such terms as 
may consist with our tranquility and safety. Now. 
said he, do we think of refusing this privilege to 
all heretics in respect to political doctrines ? Even 
that strictness would not hasten the millennium. 
For our own citizens freely propagate a great va- 
riety of opinions hostile to each other, and, there- 
fore, many of them deviate widely from the in- 
tended standard of right thinking; good and bad, 
fools and wise men, the philosopher and the dupes 
of prejudice, we find could live very peaceably to- 
gether, because there was a sufficient coincidence 
of common interest. If we depend on this strong 
tie, if we oblige foreigners to wait seven years, til! 
they have formed it, till their habits as well as in- 
terests become assimilated with our own, we may 
leave them to cherish or to renounce their import- 
ed prejudices and follies as they may choose. Thi 
danger of their diffusing them among our own 
citizens, is to be prevented by public opinion, if 
we may leave error and prejudice to stand or fall 
before truth and freedom of inquiry. 

Can the advocates of the amendment even affect 
apprehensions that there is any intention to intro- 
duce a foreign nobility as a privileged order? If 
they can, such diseases of the brain were not bred 
by reasoning and cannot be cured by it. Sul 
less should we give effect by law to chimerical 
whimsies. For what is the tendency of this 
counterfeit alarm ? Is it to rouse again the sleep- 
ing apparitions which have disturbed the back 
country? Is it to show that the mock dangers 
which they have pretended to dread are real? Or. 
is it to mark a line of separation between those 
who have the merit of maintaining the extremes 
of political opinions, and those whom this vote 
would denounce as stopping at what they deew 
a wise moderation? If that is the case, it seem: 
that the amendment is intended rather to publish 
a creed than to settle a rule of Naturalization. 
Yet it should be noticed that those who would 
go to extremes are less entitled to the praise o! 
Republicanism than those who would not. 

But the consequence of giving an artificial and 
unmerited importance to the amendment, is, 1n 
the first place, to spread an useless and even per- 
nicious alarm, as well as to revive animosities, 
and, in the next place, by showing our depend- 
ence on a futile and ridiculous renunciation ot 
nobility, to evince the want of any good remedy 
fortheevil. If itis an important affair the amend- 
ment is far short of what the case requires. 
If it is, as we all believe, trifling and worth- 
less, then let us spare ourselves the shame of 
legislating on these frivolities, these phantoms 
which the friends of the amendment have very 
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now proceeding in Europe will go. If a revo- 
lution was to take place in Britain, which for 
his part he expected and believed would be the 
case, the peerage of that country would be throng- 
ing to the United States. He should be ready to 
and the sons. of our sons, down to the twentieth | receive them with all that hospitality, t tenderness, 
generation, against a nobility. Is the meaning of | and respect, to which misfortune is entitled. He 
this amendment to give a new text for sedition 2 ?| should sympathize with them, and be as ready to 
It was below the dignity ot the House to spend | afford them whatever friendly offices lay in his 
its time upon such trifles. The Convention of an-| power, as any man. But this was entirely dis- 
other nation had indelibly disgraced themselves | tinct from admitting them as citizens of America 
by legislating upon trifles, while matters of impor- | before they were Constitutionally qualified to be- 
tance stood “by. What would be the sense of|come so. In reply to the remark of Mr. Boupr- 
America upon our spending day after day in de-| Nor, that a renunciation of their titles might in- 
bating about such a frivolous thing? He was| jure their families, Mr. M. observed, that if a Bri- 
against the amendment of Mr. Gites. tish revolution took place, these fugitives would, as 
“Mr. SAMUEL SmiTH was sorry for the turn | aliens, be incapacitated from holding real estates. 
which the debate had taken; though at first it| In discussing this question, we had been remind- 
bore a trifling appearance, it had since called up| ed of the Marquis de Lafayette. He had the 
all the warmth of the House. The gentlemen | greatest respect for that character; but if he were 
from the Eastern States, who knew the Republi-| to come to this country, this very gentleman 
ean character of their constituents, and how in-| would be the first to recommend and acquiesce in 
dependent every man there was, both in his tem-| the amendment on the table. He had urged the 
per and his cireumstances, had slighted the amend- | necessity of utterly abolishing nobility in France, 
ment as unnecessary. Gentlemen from the South-| even at a time when he thought it necessary for 
ern States, on the other hand, say that they have | the safety of the State that the King should pos- 
some reason to be apprehensive. Why, said Mr. | sess a considerable portion of power; and Mr. M. 
S., will not the Eastern members indulge us in | believed, that if he were now at freedom, he was 
this trifle? Itis owned by the one party, that it ean | as completely stripped of every thing relative to 
have no bad tendency ; and the other imagine that | nobility, as it was possible that he could be. It 
it must have a good one. Then why not, for the | had been said, that it was needless to make emi- 
sake of conciliation, grant it? grants renounce their rank, and that oaths were 
Mr. Murray was sorry that the House had be-| no security. He was ready to allow that oaths 
gun the new year with such a discussion. He | were, in any case, but a very poor security, but 
had seen with much pleasure the appearances of | they had been adopted in other parts of the bill, 
conciliation and unanimity at the outset of the | and the same reason which recommended them 
session. He should vote for the amendment, and| on former occasions might recommend them 
he hoped that those members who were against it | now. 
would come round and vote for it. They would}; Mr. W. Smrra was convinced that the amend- 
thus put an end to this motion, so wasteful of time. | ment was wholly incompetent to the end which it 
Of nobility, however, the gentlemen had no} professed to have in view. You may force a man 
alarming apprehensions. There had once been in| to renounce his title, but what does that signify, 
this House a baronet. He was there for two years | when you cannot hinder his neighbors from call- 
before it was known, and it was then discovered | ing both him, his wife, and family, by the title? 
that a baronet was a thing perfectly harmless.| He replied to the argument of Mr. S. Smrru, as 
As for titles of nobility. he ‘believed that all the|to the Eastern members giving up the point for 
wholesome and sensible part of the community | the sake of conciliation with the Southern mem- 
looked upon the whole as stuff. When Mr. M.| bers. 
contemplated this subject, it reminded him of Hol-| He did not understand that his own constitu- 
bein’s Dance of Death.* He saw nothing in this| ents had any such panic about them, or that 
country but the ghosts of nobility. In Europe, in-| they would thank the Eastern members very ar- 
deed, it was a matter of importance. It establish-| dently for such a concession. They were not 
ed the etiquette of precedence among the ladies | afraid of aristocracy. You cannot abolish the 
in leading down. a country dance. The amend- practice; and even supposing a nobleman had 
ment was not worth much either one way or the | made his renunciation, perhaps the very person 
other. But he wished it to be granted for the rea-| who administered the oath, may, the next mo- 
sons assigned by his colleague from Maryland, | ment, say, “My Lord, | wish you a good morning!” 
who had “spoke just before him. and you cannot punish the individual who says 
Mr. Mapison.— When the amendment was first| so. As to not allowing of titles to wives and 
suggested, he had considered itas highly proper,and | daughters, this renunciation will not prevent their 
naturally connected with the subject. No man| being given. But in some parts of the country 
can say how far the Republican revolution that is| we have titles already. Mr.S. had often heard 
an old lady called “the Duchess.” He could see 


* A celebrated painter who died in 1554. Speaking of this great g 0 e > y » motion. There 
artist, Henry the Eighth once said, ‘‘Out of seven ploughmen I no good c¢ nsequence from the 
can make seven Lords, but out of seven Lords I cannot make even | Was indeed one obvious effect. The ignorant part 


one Holbein. of the American eitizens—who, he hoped were but 


dowly, aie at ‘tony very ¥ taindly: pretended to have 


any substance. 

Mr. A. further observed, that the securities 
which we have already against the introduction 
of nobility are sufficient to secure us and our sons, 
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few—would imagine that those who voted for the 
amendment were against the introduction of no- 
bility into America, and that those against the 
amendment were for that introduction. This 
frivolous kind of legislation had disgraced the 
proceedings of another nation. They had begun 
to change the names of their towns and harbors, 
such as Conde, Dunkirk, Toulon, Havre de Grace, 
and Lyons. One of these they had named Havre 
de Marat,and so on. But now they were coming 
back to their sober judgment, and were repealing 
these edicts. Lyons was restored to its old name. 
The pillar erected to announce its rebellion and 
annihilation had been takendown. The Conven- 
tion had formerly passed a law for demolishing 
houses inhabited by aristocrats, but now they be- 
an to think it was better to let the houses stand. 
ould anybody say that French liberty was bet- 
ter aaamel by naming a harbor Havre de Marat? 
Had this done any good to the cause? But if 
people who were so much afraid of the introduc- 
tion of nobility would look around them, they 
might already find in this country alarming marks 
of attachment to royalty. When Mr. Smiru 
was lately at New Haven, in Connecticut, he 
had observed on the top of the State House the 
figure of a Crown, which had stood there undis- 
turbed since long before the beginning of the 
Revolution. He went into the State House, and 
found the people as good Republicans as could be, 
notwithstanding this Crown. Again, at Middle- 
town, in the same State, he went into a church, 
and on the top of the organ there was another 
Crown, which might also be interpreted asa proof 
of Monarchical principles. Reverting to the sub- 
ject of changing names, Mr. 8. said, that the peo- 
ple in the State of New York had for a long time 
enjoyed as much liberty as the other States. At 
last, however, it was recollected that one of the 
streets of the city of New York was called King’s 
street; but this was changed to Liberty street, 
which was, to be sure, a very momentous altera- 
tion. If Congress descend to legislate in such little- 
nesses, they may forbid the title of Worshipful. 
They may abolish the order of Freemasons, which 
he thought that they had just as much right to do 
as to make the foreign nobility renounce their 
titles before they should be accepted as American 
citizens. The Congress may, among other ob- 
jects of legislation, forbid any member to come 
into that House with an aristocratical cloak—one 
with gold lace, for example. He asked more than 
once this question: What peculiar privileges has 
a foreign nobleman, coming into this country, 
which he possessed more than all other citizens ? 
He considered the whole amendment as totally 
trifling. He was content that the yeas and nays 
should be taken. His sentiments were known 
already. His name should stand among the 
noes. 

Mr. Gives said, that there had been an echo 
from one end to the other of the House that his 
amendment was trifling. Was it consistent for 
the gentleman, who had been up for half an hour, 
to spend so much time upon a question, and then 
conclude by telling the House that it was nothing; 
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that he had been talking for so long a time upon 
a subject that did not merit their attention? What 
kind of reasoning was this, or how did the gentle- 
man propose to reconcile it? Was it consistent 
with the warmth which had been discovered, to 
say that all this discussion, all this length of time, 
had been consumed upon nothing? But this kind 
of language had something more serious in it, for 
this prohibition of nobility formed one of the pil- 
lars of the Constitution ; so that to call a principle 
recognised and affirmed by the Constitution a 
trifle, or nothing, and so on, was a very unguarded 
proceeding. Another notable argument against 
agreeing to his amendment had been, that the 
people already detested nobility so thoroughly that 
it was not worth while to pass this amendment, 
as their hatred of it would put an end to it with- 
outa law. It was enough that the two principal 
reasons against his amendment were, first, that it 
was authorized by the Constitution, and secondly, 
that it would be ogronnine to the people. It is 
strange that the will of the people, who send us 
here, is to have no influence in this House, but is 
to be turned into an argument against passing a 
law! Mr. G. would adhere to his amendment, 
because, as the law now stands, there is nothing 
to hinder a foreigner with a title to become an 
American citizen, and obtain a seat in this House. 
and hold both his office and his title. Mr. G. next 
answered a part of the argument of Mr. W. Smivu, 
that making people renounce their titles would 
only rivet their attachment to them, and make 
them, perhaps, think of these things, when other- 
wise they would have been forgotten. Mr. G. said, it 
was quite a new kind of argument, that to renounce 
a thing, was the way to give it existence. If this 
rule were to hold, he believed that some members 
of the House would renounce things which they 
very much wanted. For example, he himsel! 
should possibly renounce a hundred thousand dol- 
lars. As to the call for yeas and nays, he had some 
time ago informed the House that he gave up this 
point. The thing could not affect him, either one 
way or another, because his sentiments were al- 
ready known. 

Mr. Tracy regretted that so much time should 
be lost on trifling subjects. We had seen the Na- 
tional Convention of France diminish their dig- 
nity, by spending three or four days on the busi- 
ness of giving a name to the late Duke of Orleans, 
and hardly had they finished, by giving him the 
name of Egalité, before in substance he became so 
bad that they cut his head off. What good did 
his renunciation of title do, excepting that i! 
afforded him a short opportunity of deceiving his 
fellow-citizens? Mr. i said he was fully con- 
vinced, and had been so from the beginning of the 
debate on the Naturalization bill, that a length o! 
time was the only valuable probation of an alien, 
and the only successful mode of discerning his 
principles, and the justice and propriety of his 
claim to be naturalized. He thought the senti- 
ments of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gives] 
were highly commendable, when he said we ough! 
to avoid extremes in politics, and adopt a sober 
medium of political reasoning, suited to the steady 
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and rational temper of Americans, equally re- 
moved, on the one hand, from tyranny, and on the 
other from anarchy. And he would ask, whether 
a solemn abjuration of all foreign allegiance, with 
proofs of a good moral character, and attachment 
to the principles of our Government, would not 
secure us, as to the ponenes of the heart, as 
thoroughly, without the farce of renouncing his 
title. as with it? He considered titles, in this 
country, as very empty, unmeaning things; and 
they would go into disuse of themselves, having 
no solid support, either in the habits or constitu- 
tion of this country. But, by the Constitution of 
the United States, any citizen might receive and 
enjoy a title froma foreign Prince or Sovereignty, 
and Congress could not prevent it. The words 
of the Constitution are: 

“No title of nobility shall be granted by the United 
States; and no person holding any office of profit or 
trust, under them, shall, without the consent of Congress, 
accept any present, emolument, office, or title, of any 
kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign 
State.” 

Mr. T. supposed it was clear that Congress had 
no power respecting this matter, but what was 
expressly delegated by the Constitution, and that 
had given them a check only on officers of their 
own appointment, leaving every other citizen, not 
an officer of Government, at liberty to retain a 
foreign title if he pleased. And an alien might, 
even if this amendment should pass, renounce his 
title, become naturalized, and in an hour accept 
of the same title, or another, from any foreign 
Prince, and Congress can make no laws to prevent 
it. If it be a fault that our citizens can receive 
and enjoy titles, it is a Constitutional one; Con- 
gress are not blameable for it, but they would be 
blameable were they to arrogate powers not given 
them, upon this or any other subject. Mr. T. re- 
peated, that there could be no danger in this coun- 
try from titles; they were universally considered 
as trifles, and it would be dignifying them too 
much to legislate about them. He asked the gen- 
tleman who brought forward this motion, whether 
it was not, in a measure, a departure from his 
former declaration, of sober, rational temper, in 

litics, to insist so much upon its importance as 

e did? He was sorry the yeas and nays were in- 
sisted upon with so much spirit; it looked like 
party, in a very unimportant matter: he did not 
mean to accuse any man, or men, and mentioned 
it with diffidence, but it really struck his mind in 
this way. Much had been said about adhering to 
the Constitution strictly, on former occasions ; 
but, from many things said now, it seemed as 
though there was no safety for the people, unless 
the House of Representatives absorbed the whole 
Governmental power. Mr. T. said, if that House 
should become political cannibals, and attempt to 
devour both the other branches of the Legislature, 
he would oppose it, whether it was popular or not, 
for he considered the Constitusional checks of the 
branches of this Government, upon one another, 
as containing the most complete security for lib- 
erty, that any people could enjoy. If his construe- 
tion was a just one, Mr. T. thought the amend- 
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ment could do no good; it formed a test which 
might make hypocrites, but not proselytes ; it strip- 
ped an alien for a moment of a trifle, which in the 
next he might resume and wear forever. 

Mr. Sepewick.—Has it not been said that there 
was a party in the United States, not only for 
Aristoeracy, but even for Monarchy? Is not the 
present a most favorable opportunity for holding 
up these people to popular resentment? He was 
convinced that the gentleman who moved this 
amendment had no design of doing any such thing, 
but that did not lessen the reality. He said that 
Mr. Gixes had brought gentlemen intoa dilemma, 
which he did not, or would not, see. They had 
at first opposed the motion, as trifling, and this 
they hadarighttodo. The member [Mr. Gites} 
then moved his call for the yeas and nays; and if 
gentlemen who had already spoken against the 
amendment, were now to draw back, and vote for 
it, they would betray a disgraceful poverty of 
spirit. ‘Their constituents would say that their 
votes had been given in terrorem of the yeas and 
nays. ‘The motives for pushing this call could 
be nothing else but to stigmatize members of that 
House, as wanting to introduce a nobility, whereas 
they opposed the amendment on no such account, 
but merely because it was not worth their taking 
up. As to himself, he did not care. He could 
not wish to stand better with his constituents than 
he actually did. He was well known to them. 
But, in other quarters of the Continent, it might 
be said that the Eastern States were represented 
by aristocrats. If this be a desirable object, said 
Mr. S., in God’s name, let gentlemen persist in 
calling for the yeas and nays. It will be said, 
“there go the Eastern aristocrats! They want to 
import nobility here, when it can no longer exist 
in Europe!’ Mr. 8. said, that at first, he gave but 
little opposition to the amendment, thinking it frivo- 
lous. He repeatedly declared, upon his honor, that 
he firmly believed it to be so, and that he had no 
other reason for opposing it. If he had been, upon 
this occasion, warmer than usual, he was sorry for 
it; but the mischievous and unconciliating conse- 
quences of this call for the yeas and nays, had 
hurt him exceedingly. 

Mr. Mapison denied the assertion of Mr. Sepe- 
Wick, that the amendment was trifling; and the 
member himself seemed to betray, by his behaviour 
a consciousness that he had not promoted concili- 
ation. Ar abolition of titles was essential to a 
Republican revolution, and therefore such an abo- 
lition had been highly proper in France. The 
sons of the Cincinnati could not have inherited 
their honors, and yet the minds of the Americans 
were universally disgusted with the institution, 
and in particular, in South Carolina; yet a mem- 
ber from that State [Mr. W. Smrru] has told the 
House that his constituents were under no fears 
of aristocracy, and that they could hear titles 
without emotion. Even the Chief Magistrate of 
South Carolina had told the Cincinnati that these 
distinctions ought to be laid aside. 

Mr. HittHouse thought it quite frivolous to 
spend time upon the motion. That was all his 
Silection. It had been said that, allowing the 




































































amendment to be trifling, yet it was no harm to 
make an idle law, and that therefore it should be 
agreed to for the sake of conciliation. Supposing 
a man to make a will, bequeathing a hundred 
thousand guineas, when he was not worth a shil- 
ling, there would be one serious effect at least, for 
it would make the testator ridiculous. To legis- 
late for the sake of expressing a sentiment, was 
very silly, and what he never should agree to. If 
Mr. Gites would make an amendment incapaci- 
tating all torcigners whatever from holding, upon 
any account, a civil office in America, Mr. H. 
would agree with him, because he did not want to 
see any of them in such offices, and conceived that 
Americans could legislate for themselves much 
better without any such assistance. 

Mr. Lyman said, that whenever a member of 
that House called for the yeas and nays, it was a 
rule with him to rise and second the motion, be- 
cause the people had, upon all occasions, a right to 
know their votes; and even if only one member 
desires the yeas and nays to be taken, Mr. L. con- 
ceived that it ought to be done, as the thing was 
in itself so highly proper. Since he had the honor 
of a seat in that House, therefore, he had always 
seconded every call for yeas and nays, that the 
public might understand, as fully as possible, what 
they were about, and how their votes went. He 
said that it was extremely improper to ascribe 
wrong motives, when gentlemen supported a call 
for yeas and nays. It was sacrificing the dignity 
of the House to cast out such insinuations. When 
the call had once been made and agreed to, it 
would be very mean to retract it, to gratify any 
member. The public had always, and without 
any exception, a right to know what their Repre- 
sentatives were doing, and how they were voting, 
and he, for one, should adhere to the call. 

Mr. W. Smiru said, that he had already put a 
question which nobody had answered, and on that 
account he should now rise and put it again. What 
are the emigrant nobility to renounce? When 
they come into this country, they possess not one 
privilege which is not possessed by everybody 
else. He had expected that the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Giies,] when last up, would have 
explained this matter, but he had not done it. 
The great bugbear was, lest a ci-devant Lord may 
get a seat here, and that somebody may call him 
My Lord. But, even after you have got his re- 
nunciation of nobility, if other people choose to 
give him his titles, you can neither hinder nor 
punish them; so that the amendment is, to all 
practical intents and purposes, absolutely useless 
and nugatory. Some members of this House be- 
long to the order of Cincinnati. If they come 
here with badges at their button-holes, can you 
forbid them? He wished that gentlemen would 
show what was to be renounced. There was 
nothing at all to renounce. The whole amend- 
ment is totally futile. 

Mr. Dexter then rose, but the House had be- 
come so impatient for the question, that he was 
heard with difficulty. He only wanted to ask 
whether the call for yeas and nays was withdrawn 
or not? 
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Mr. McDowe tu said that he had already in- 
formed the House that he should insist on the 
call. 

Mr. Ames then asked, whether it was not com- 
petent to put the preyious question, viz: Shall 
this call be now taken ? 

The Speaker, in reply, said, that according to 
his judgment, the previous question could have 
been regularly taken upon any topic whatever, 
which produced a debate; but the House, by a re- 
cent decision, had determined that the previous 
question could not be regularly taken upon an 
amendment. 

He was then asked, whether the call of yester- 
day was valid to-day, or if it was necessary for 
the members to rise over again? Mr. Sepewick 
was clearly of this opinion; in which the Sprax- 
ER, after some consideration, concurred, as some 
gentlemen had deserted the call, and he, in reality, 
did not know whether a fifth part of the members 
would support a call or not. : 

It was then suggested, that there could not be a 
second call, if the first was disappointed; and 
some gentleman said, that he hoped no member 
would insist on a thing so extremely distressing 
to the feelings of many members. Several gen- 
tlemen had now attempted to speak at the same 
time, and the mischievous and unconciliating ef- 
fects of the call were enumerated with much em- 
phasis. 

Mr. New at last came forward, and declared 
that he moved fora call. Mr. McDowe t said the 
same. 

Mr. Sevewick then rose again. He appealed 
to the House, that, since he had a seat in Con- 
gress, he had never troubled them with a call 
more than a very few times; and he affirmed. 
upon his honor, that he never had moved for the 
reas and nays at all, unless he was uncertain 

ow the votes of the House would go. But th 
gentlemen who now moved for the call had not 
this excuse. They knew very well that they 
would carry their point, and that by a large ma- 
jority ; so that the insisting for the yeas and nays 
could arise only from a design that gentlemen 
who voted against the amendment should be held 
out to the public as wanting to introduce a nobil- 
ity. He owed little to Mr. Gries for having with- 
drawn his motion, when others were so ready to 
renew it. 

Mr. New, on hearing these remarks, declared 
that he should withdraw his motion, since so 
much had been said about it. 

Mr. BLount then rose, and said that it was 
needless to waste time, for the yeas and nays 
must and should be taken. 

Twenty-three members seconded his motion, 
and the Speaker declared that the point was now 
determined. 

Mr. Dexter next rose, and observed that he 
had withdrawn his amendment, under a hope o! 
conciliation, and that the yeas and nays would 
not be taken. But since this request had been 
refused, he should move it again, and have the 
yeas and nays upon that likewise, and before the 
other. He went over the beaten ground of the 
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bad consequences of holding members up to popu- | Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, 
lar resentment. Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, 

Mr. Venas_e said, that if the gentleman were | mes Gordon, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, 
so disposed he should willingly try the question ohn Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland 
at once on this motion, without farther investiga- Lee, Matthew Locke, Theodore Sedgwick, William 
tion about it. : Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah T'ra- 

On calling over the names, there were, on the cy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van 


| Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, and Jeremiah Wads- 
—— “ » 9Q - ‘ | aas , g + @ 
amendment of Mr. Dexrer—yeas 28, nays 63. as} 


— Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 

Yeas.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Shearjashub | ments agreed to, be recommitted to Mr. Mapison, 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Cof- Mr. Dexter. and Mr. Carnes. : 
fin, Joshua Coit, Samuel Dexter, Dwight Foster, Eze-|° © ; eer os 
kiel Gilbert, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James 
Gordon, Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, Samuel 
Holten, Henry Latimer, Amasa Learned, William Ly- 
man, Francis Malbone, William Vans Murray, Theo- Tuomas Seria, from Maryland, appeared, and 
dore Sedgwick, Jeremiah Smith, George Thatcher, } took his seat in the House. 
Uriah Tracy, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck,} A memorial of Thomas Dannery, Consul of the 
and Peleg Wadsworth. French Republic, residing in thé town of Boston, 

Nays.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Le-| in the State of Massachusetts, in behalf of a num- 
muel Benton, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Benja-| ber of French citizens, late inhabitants of Saint 
min Bourne, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, | Pjerre’s and Miquelon, was presented to the House 
Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George and read. praying a remission of the tonnage du- 
Dent, Benjamin Edwards, Thomas Fitzsimons, William | ties accruing on sundry shallops and small schoon- 
B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher | ey; which were employed to convey the said 
Greenup, Andrew Gregg, William B. Grove, George | French citizens to the said town of Boston, from 
oe. se - eee . ae aa Halifax and Shelburne, in the province of Nova 
are oon spunter, vy iam irvine, vonn \ lxes | Scotia, where they were sent as prisoners, by the 

ittera, Richard Bland Lee, Matthew Locke, Nathaniel spike Pompe 

) British army, in the course of the late war. 

Macon, James Madiosn, Joseph M'Dowell, Alexander Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
Mebane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, Peter oh Bic. Gatniuc Genten: Sle Leman: uel ee wee 


Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John | *‘ : 
Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, John CorrLanpT; that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 


Page, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
Robert Rutherford, Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, | thereupon, to the House. 

John Smilie, Israel] Smith, Samuel Smith, William | Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
Smith, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, Jonathan | inquire and report whether any, and what, alter- 
Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, | ations ought to be made to the act imposing du- 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Francis Walker, Benjamin Wil-| ties on snuff manufactured within the United 
liams, Paine Wingate, Richard Winn, and Joseph| States; and that Mr. Wittiam Smirn, Mr. Ni- 
Winsten. cHoLas, Mr. Samvuev Smiru, Mr. Lyman, and Mr. 

The amendment of Mr. Gites was then taken | Ftnpiry, be the said committee. 

up, and determined in the affirmative—yeas 59,|__ Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
nays 32, as follows : ‘| House on the report of the committee appointed 


. ’ , to prepare and report a plan for the reduction of 
Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Lemu-| the Public Debt. to whom was committed the 


"yr ‘ r 
el Benton, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas | 1 emorial of sundry manufacturers of tobacco in 
Claiborne, Isaac Coles, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dear- . > . . . . 

: prs ; ore the city of Philadelphia, be discharged from the 
born, George Dent, Benjamin Edwards, William Find- . . . S 
further consideration of the same, and that the 


ley, William B. Giles, James Gillespie, Nicholas Gilman, | ~ id oe ta nae 1 : hos 
Christopher Greenup, Andrew Gregg, William Barry | 5 co O TeHerred tO {Re CONMMAMACS AEN 
appointed. 


Grove, George Hancock,Carter B. Harrison, John Heath, , : be . 

Daniel Heister, Samuel Holten, John Hunter, William The House resolved itself into a Committee of 

Irvine, Henry Latimer, William Lyman, Nathaniel Ma- | the Whole House on the bill for the ascertainment 

con, James Madison, Francis Malbone, Joseph Mc- of certain losses of the officers of Government, 
and other citizens, by the insurgents in the West- 


Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, An- ; . 
drew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, | ern counties of Pennsylvania, and providing some 
present reliet to the sufferers. 


Joseph Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Natha- 

niel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, Robert Rutherford, | read the third time to-morrow. 

Thomas Scott, John 8. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
Smith, Samuel Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van | the Whole House on the bill making further pro- 
Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Walker, Benja-| vision in cases of drawbacks ; and, after some time 
min Williams, Paine Wingate, Richard Winn, and spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 


Joseph Winston. Committee had had the said bill under considera- 

_Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Elias Bou-| tion. and made several amendments thereto; which 
dinot, Shearjashub Bourne, BenjaminBourne, Lambert | were severally twice read. and agreed to by the 
Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, | House. : 





| 
Monpay, January 5. 
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the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. ora) 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act further extending the time for receiving on 
Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States ;” 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to consider and report on the expedien- 
cy of making any further alterations in the Laws 
of the United States relative to the cession of the 
jurisdiction by particular States, in lands where 
are established, or may by law be directed to be 
built and established, light-houses, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said report under consideration, and come to 
a resolution thereupon ; which he delivered in at 
the Clerk’s table. 

Ordered, That the said resolution do lie on the 
table. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
act further extending the time for receiving on 
Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States,” 
was twice read, and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing reports on suadry petitions; which letter was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


THE FORTIFICATIONS. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the report of the Se- 
cretary of War, respecting the Fortifications of 
the United States. 


On this subject, Mr. Mapison objected to the 
making the Fortifications in the most expensive 
and durable style, because it may hereafter be 
found, that the situations which have been chosen 
are not the most proper. 

Mr. 8S. Smiru said, that the objection of the 
gentleman struck him very forcibly. He then 
mentioned the absurd management at Baltimore 
as to their erecting Fortifjcations, which were well 
built, looked extremely well, and had only one 
fault, viz: that they were absolutely useless. An 
hundred men might at any time land from behind, 
take the battery in the rear, and turn it against 
the defenders. Vast labor had been bestowed on 
it by the people of Baltimore, and their labor and 
the public money had been equally cast away. 
Mr. 8S. had little confidence in Land Fortifications. 
He instanced Mud Island, of which he spoke as a 
military man, and from personal knowledge. The 
Fortifications could not have hindered British 
skips from coming up the river, but for the che- 
veaux de frize. "They protected that, but could 
not, of themselves, have kept a ship from coming 
up; so, he reckoned that much money had been 
cast away on them, too. Floating batteries might 
be of service, but not land batteries. 





The Fortifications. 


[ January, 1795, 

The Committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. Mapison, from the select committee, re- 
ported a new bill of Naturalization, containing the 
amendments recommitted, and also whatever was 
necessary from the Old Law, so that the latter 
should be entirely superseded. The report was 
read by the Clerk, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. 





Tusspay, January 6. 


An engrossed bill for the ascertainment of cer- 
tain losses of the officers of Government and other 
citizens, by the insurgents in the Western coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania, and providing some present 
relief to the sufferers, was read the third time, and 
passed. a 

An engrossed bill making further provision in 
cases of drawbacks was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A memorial and remonstrance of the sugar re- 
finers, in the city of Philadelphia, was presented 
to the House and read, praying a revision of the 
Excise Laws of the United States; and that so 
much of the act passed at the last session of Con- 
gress, entitled “ An act laying certain duties upon 
snuff and refined sugar,” as imposes a duty on su- 
gar refined within the United States, may be re- 
pealed. , 

Ordered, That the said memorial and remon- 
strance be referred to the committee appointed to 
inquire and report whether any, and what, altera- 
tions ought to be made in the act imposing duti 
on snuff manufactured within the United States; 
and that Mr. Firzsimons and Mr. Mapison be 
added to the said committee. 

A memorial of the Transylvania Company. 
commonly called Richard Henderson & Compa- 
ny, was presented to the House and read, praying 
that such compensation may be made to the me- 
morialists and their legal representatives, for a 
quantity of land which they purchased from the 
Cherokee Indians, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-four, and has since been 
ceded to the United States, by the treaty of Hol- 
ston, as to the wisdom of Congress shall deem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
table. 

A petition of James Denniston, of Ohio county, 
in the State of Virginia, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that the location which 
he has made of the proportion of land, due for his 
services during the late war, in the second range 
of townships on the river Ohio, together with th: 
improvements thereon, may be confirmed to him. 
and a grant issued for the same. Also, a petition 
of Elijah Woods, te the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the report 
of the committee to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of sundry soldiers in the late Army of the 
United States. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 0! 
the Whole on the biil supplementary to the seve- 
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ral acts imposing duties on goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committe rose, 
and reported the bill with amendments. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The House then went into a committee on the 
bill to establish an uniform system of Naturaliza- 
tion, and to repeal the law formerly made on that 
head. One of the clauses in the new bill proposed 
to make aliens becoming citizens of the United 
States abjure their allegiance to all other States 
forever. 

Mr. Bovupinor said, that a very respectable emi- 
grant, who had brought a large fortune with him, 
and who would very likely be of much use to the 
country, had assured him that, rather than swal- 
low such an oath, he would return to his own 
country. Mr. B. declared, that he always had con- 
sidered oaths of allegiance as an imposition. They 
might keep away men who had scruples, because 
they had principles; others would swear, and 
break off, when it suited them. The word forever 
implied that these people were not at liberty to 
return home, and reassume the allegiance to their 
own country. Whatif the United States were to 
become a tyrannical Government? Were people 
not to have the liberty of leaving it? It had been 
replied by some gentlemen that the word forever 
did not imply that the emigrant would never be 
at liberty to return to his country, and resume his 
former allegiance. On that ground, they had 
urged to keep it in. Others had asserted that it 
uid convey such a signification, and for that rea- 
son they would have it kept in. How is an alien 
in this case to act? One party say your oath 
means thus, and therefore you may take it. Ano- 
ther set of gentlemen give the oath an opposite 
meaning, and insist on its being taken. What kind 
of swearing is this, said Mr. B.? To enact oaths 
which the very makers of the law could not agree 
about the meaning of, was to him very odd. He 
had done his duty in exposing the absurdity of the 
thing, and should move to strike out forever. 

This motion was carried. And the Committee 
rose, and the Chairman reported progress. 


Wepnespay, January 7. 


A petition of James Caldwell, of the city of 
Albany, in the State of New York, was presented 
to the House and read, praying a remission of the 
duties imposed by law on a quantity of snuff ma 
nufactured by the petitioner, which, together with 
his manufactory, and other property, was con- 
sumed by fire, on the 12th day of July last. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the committee appointed to inquire and report 
whether any, and what, alterations ought to be 
made in the act imposing duties on snuff manu- 
factured within the United States. 

A memorial of John Field, Jesse and Robert 
Waln, and Hartshorne, Large, & Company, mer- 
chants, of the city of Philadelphia, was presented 
to the House and read, praying that the exporta- 
tion of lead from the United States may be per- 





mitted in all vessels engaged in the India or Chi- 
na trade. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Goopuus, anid Mr. Ru- 
THERFORD ; that they do examine the matter there- 
of, and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments reported yesterday from the Committee of 
the Whole House, to the bill supplementary to the 
several acts imposing duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States. 

The bill was then further amended, and, to- 
gether with the amendments, ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Epaphras 
Jones, in behalf of himself, Stepen Gorham, Shu- 
bal Gorham, and Charles Selden; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee had had the said report under con- 
sideration, and come toa resolution thereupon ; 
which was twice read, and agreed to by the House, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That it shall and may be lawful for 
the Collector of the District of New York, to re- 
mit to Epaphras Jones, Stephen Gorham, Shubal 
Gorham, and Charles Selden, owners of the brig- 
antine called the Peru, the duties of impost and 
tonnage which may be incurred, in consequence 
of the incompetent or invalid register of the said 
brigantine ; provided they shall obtain, within one 
hundred and twenty days, a new register for the 
said brigantine, in the manner prescribed by law. 

Ordered, Thata bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Goop- 
Hub, Mr. Corrin, and Mr. Gitman, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

The House went into a Committee of the Whole, 
on the report of the select committee, on the pe- 
tition of Mary S. Jones. 

There was a considerable degree of doubt whe- 
ther this case did not fall within the statute of li- 
mitation lately passed. 

Mr. Monreomery was clearly of opinion that 
it did so. He thought it would be a degree of tri- 
fling in the House, to make a law in one session, 
and in the next to declare that there was to be an 
exception to it. 

Several other gentlemen spoke, and, as it ap- 
peared that there was no general opinion formed 
on the subject, the Committee rose, the Chairman 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again, 
which was granted. 

The House took upthe Naturalization Bill. The 
word forever was struck out agreeably to the 
amendment in Committee of the Whole. The 
House went through the other amendments. The 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Firzstmons observed, that the saving in 
the Post Office had lately amounted to a consider- 
able sum. He did not imagine that the money 
could be applied to a better use than for the mak- 
ing of Post Roads. He laid on the table a motion 
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for forming out of this fund a road between the 
Southern and Eastern States. 


PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 


There was then a motion for going into a Com- 
mittee on the report of the select committee rela- 
tive to the more general promulgation of the Laws 
of the United States. Gentlemen seemed con- 
siderably at a loss in what way this promulgation 
could be most effectually accomplished. Various 
schemes were proposed, of which not one appeared 
to meet the general sense of the members. Among 
other expedients, it was proposed to transmit them 
to the several States. 

But, on this head, Mr. Batpwin remarked that, 
if these States were not more successful in circu- 
lating the Laws of Congress than they sometimes 
were in distributing their own, the printing of 
three thousand copies, as proposed, would answer 
but little purpose. He further observed, that the 
bill ought to provide some place in each State, or 
each county, where complete sets of the Laws 
might be lodged ; otherwise, as it is proposed to 
publish the additional acts of every session at the 
end of it, there may happen to be a State or coun- 
ty to which all the Laws have been sent, and yet 
wherein a complete set of them is not to be had. 

The Committee rose, the Chairman reported 
progress, and the House adjourned. 





Tuurspay, January 8. 


An engrossed bill supplementary to the several 
acts imposing duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

A petition of Francis Peyrinnaut, of the town 
of Edenton, in the State of North Carolina, ad- 
ministrator of Pierre Decamps, deceased, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying the renewal 
of certain loan-office certifigates, the property of 
the deceased, which were destroyed by an armed 
banditti, some time in the month of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two; the 
loss of which, owing to unavoidable circumstances, 
has not been advertised within the time, and in 
the manner prescribed by law. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Denrv, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Harrcey ; that they 
do examine the matter thereof, and report the 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Staves: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


I lay before Congress copies of Acts passed by the 
Legislatures of the States of Vermont, Massachusetts, 
and New York, ratifying the amendment proposed by 
the Senate and House of Representatives at their last 
session, to the Constitution of the United States, re- 
specting the Judicial power thereof. 

The Minister of the French Republic having com- 
municated to the Secretary of State certain proceedings 
of the Committee of Public Safety, respecting Weights 
and Measures, I lay these also before Congress. 

The Letter from the Governor of the Western Ter- 
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ritory, copies of which are now transmitted, refers to a 
defect in the Judicial system of that Territory desery- 
ing the attention of Congress. 

The necessary absence of the Judge of the District 
of Pennsylvania, upon business connected with the late 
insurrection, is stated by him, in a Letter, of which | 
forward copies, to have produced certain interruptions 
in the Judicial proceedings of that District, which can- 
not be removed without the interposition of Congress, 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unirep Srares, January 8, 1795. 


Ordered, That so much of the said Message as 
relates to the Letters from the Judge of the Dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania, and the Governor of the 
Territory of the United States Northwest of the 
river Ohio, be referred to Mr. Dexrer, Mr. Harv- 
LeY, and Mr. Harrison, with instruction to ex- 
amine the matter thereof, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said Mes- 
sage as relate to the ratification of the amend- 
ment proposed by Congress to the Constitution of 
the United States, by the Legislatures of the 
States of Massachusetts, Vermont,and New York, 
and the proceedings of the Committee of Public 
Safety of the French Republic, respecting Weights 
and Measures, do lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire whether any, or what, alteration is neces- 
sary to be made in the laws respecting lost or 
destroyed certificates; and that Mr. Leg, Mr. 
Dent, and Mr. Gregg, be the said committee. 


NATURALIZATION BILL. 


The bill to establish an uniform system of natu- 
ralization, and to repeal the act heretofore passed 
on that subject, was then read a third time, and 
passed. The filling up of the blanks in this bill 
produced a dispute of some length, and from the 
intricacy in some parts of it, the abridging of it 
would be a work of difficulty. Several members 
spoke to the filling up of the blanks, and their ar- 
guments sometimes applied equally to all the three 
clauses before the House. To be intelligible, 
therefore, it appears necessary in the first place to 
insert the clauses themselves at length, as in the 
end filled up. We shall then repeat some of the 
remarks made on the subject by different gentle- 
men. The sections of the bill in question were as 
follows: 

1. The alien shall have declared on oath or al- 
firmation, before the Supreme, Superior, District, 
or Circuit Court of some one of the States, or a Cir- 
cuit or District Court of the United States, three 
years at least before his admission, that it was, 
bona fide, his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States, and to renounce all allegiance and 
fidelity to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State, or 
Sovereignty whatever, and particularly by name 
the Prince, Potentate, State, or Sovereignty where- 
of such alien may, at the time, be a citizen or sub- 


ject. 


2. He shall, at the time of his application to be 
admitted, declare on oath or affirmation, before 
some one of the Courts aforesaid, that he has re- 
sided within the United States five years at least, 
and within the State where such Court is at the 
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time held, one year at Tne ‘ that he will support 
the Constitution of the United States; and that 
he doth renounce and abjure all allegiance and 
fidelity to every foreign Prince, Potentate. State. 
or Sovereignty, whatever, and particularly by 
name the Prince, Potentate, State, or Sovereignty 
whereof he was before a citizen or subject ; which 
proceedings shall be recorded by the C lerk of the 
Court. 

3. The Court admitting such alien, shall be sa- 
tisfied that he has resided within the limits, and 
under the jurisdiction of the United States five 
years; and it shall further appear to their satis- 
faction, that during that time he has behaved asa 
man of a good moral character, attached to the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States, 
and well disposed to the good order and happiness 
of the same. 

Some gentlemen having spoke on the propriety 
of different terms for admission, 

Mr. Manpison said, that he feared the House 
would never see an end of the discussion, if they 
went on at this rate, for, by descending to discrimi- 
nate all the qualifications of a citizen, they run the 
hazard of losing the bill altogether, from the mere 
waste of time. Ten years were named by Mr. 
Murray to fill up the first blank, and seven years 
by Mr. Harriey. These terms he thought by 
much too long. This would oblige the friends of 
the bill to vote against it. 

Mr. Ba.pwin objected that the law was incon- 
sistent with itself, for a man is not to be admitted 
as a citizen to vote for ten years, while a residence 
of nine years may qualify him to be elected a 
Senator. This differed from the temper of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. 8S. Smrru said, that the discussion on several 
yvarts of the bill in Committee had appeared to 
Sites unimportant, that the great object with him 
was the time of probation. He was for the long- 
est term, that the prejudices which the aliens had 
imbibed under the Government from whence they 
came might be effaced, and that they might, by 
communication and observance of our laws and 
government, have just ideas of our Constitution 
and the excellence of its institution before they 
were admitted to the rights of a citizen. A gen- 
tleman from Virgina [Mr. NicHo.as] had stated 
that holding a purse with money in it was suffi- 
cient to admit strangers to a vote in Maryland; 
the fact was not so; before an alien can be ad- 
mitted to the right of suffrage, he must abjure all 
allegiance to the King of Great Britain, take the 
oaths to the State, and to support the Government 
of the United’ States, and have one year’s resi- 
dence. The gentleman says, that the bill ean only 
embrace the officers of Government and the cor: 
mercial interest, and fears that the Eastern States 
wish to exclude the competition that arises from 
the foreign merchant. He could not see how that 
jealousy “could apply, for it was as rare to see a 
foreign merchant in New England, as to see a na- 
tive merchant in Virginia ; that if the gentleman 
thought the place of “foreign merchants would be 
filled from New England, “he could foresee no in- 
jury, on the contrary a benefit. For, in case of 
3d Con.—35 
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war, you might be assured that they would not 
act as spies; that there were many merchants 
from New England in Maryland—that they were 
good Republicans, good citizens, and always in- 
dustrious. 

Mr. Firzsimons thought that ten years were 
much too long a time for kee »ping an alien from 
being a citizen—it would make this class of peo- 
ple enemies to your Government. He was firmly 
of opinion that emigrants deserved to be encou- 
raged ; and to discourage them was an idea which 
till this day he had never heard either in or out 
of the House. Nature seems to have pointed out 
this country as an asylum for the people oppressed 
in other parts of the world. It would be wrong, 
therefore. to first admit them here, and then treat 
them ior so long a time so hardly. As to the mer- 
chants from this country returning home with 
their wealth acquired here, it was not the case in 
Pennsylvania, whatever it might be in Virginia. 
They very seldom went home again, but married 
and settled in the country. He also thought the 
country obliged to them, as it was capable ‘of em- 
ploying the largest capital which could be brought 
into it. He knew of no such competition as the 
gentleman spoke about between the natives and 
the aliens. 

Mr. Boupinor reminded the House of a late 
Proclamation by the Presipent, wherein, among 
other things, it is said that this country is an asy- 
lum to the oppressed of all nations. He was for 
shortening the period of admission. He saw a 
great deal in the remark as to the bad policy of 
admitting people into the country and refusing 
them for so long a period the rights of citizens. 

Several other gentlemen spoke. The bill finally 
passed. 


Fripay. January 9. 


A petition of Charles Heems, of the State of 
Georgia, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that a new register may be granted in the 
case of the brig Solitaire, an American bottom, 
which was captured by the British, and after- 
wards retaken by the French, and carried into 
Aux Cayes, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-three; the said brig being con- 
demned as British property, and the original r2- 
gister detained by the captors. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Carnes, Mr. Gitpert, and Mr. Hancock; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

A petition of William Hill Serjeant and Na- 
than Richardson, merchants and partners, of the 
town of Petersburg, in the State of Virginia, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that 
they may be allowed the amount of the drawback 
on a quantity of wine exported from the port of 
Petersburg, and duly landed at Rotterdam, in the 
United Netherlands, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two; a judgment having 
been obtained in the District Court of the United 
States for the State of Virginia, on the bond 
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given for the duties accruing on the said wine, 
revious to receiving the evidence required by 
aw for relanding the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Gites, Mr. Gitpert, and Mr. Latimer; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

A petition of John Finley, late a Captain in the 
Pennsylvania line of the Continental Army, was 

resented to the House and read, praying that the 
ocation which he has made of the proportion of 
land due for his military services, during the late 
war, in one of the ranges of townships on the river 
Ohio, together with the improvements thereon, 
may be confirmed to him, and a grant issued for 
the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House to whom is 
committed the report of the committee on the pe- 
tition of sundry soldiers in the late Army. 

Mr. Goopuvue, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the relief of Epaphras Jones, 
and others; which was read twice and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to authorize the settlement of the claim of 
Samuel Prioleau;” to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of John Field, Jesse 
and Robert Waln, and Hartshorne. Large. and 
Company, merchants, of the city of Philadelphia, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ Anact 
to authorize the settlement of the claim of Samuel 
Prioleau,” was read twice, and committed. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 


The House took up the report of the select com- 
mittee, relative to arming, organizing and disci- 
plining the Militia of the United States. The re- 
port recommended to enforce the law by suitable 
penalties ; and a long debate ensued whether Con- 

ress had a right to enact such penalties. The 
ollowing clause in the Constitution gave rise to 
this debate : 


“The Congress shall have power to provide for or- 
ganizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for 
governing such part of them as may be employed in 
the service of the United States, reserving to the States 
respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the 
authority of training the Militia according to the disci- 
pline prescribed by Congress.” 


A great number of gentlemen spoke on this 
point. Mr. Sepewick observed that to a Govern- 
ment to which was committed the charge of de- 
fending society, against internal violence and ex- 
ternal invasion, means adequate to the attainment 
of those important objects, ought to be delegated. 
These means must be composed of efficient force, 
in the form of militia, or of that, which was gene- 
rally considered as baneful to liberty, a standing 
army. A Constitution which was designed to per- 
petuate freedom would doubtless intend to render 
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the former as efficient, and the latter as unneces- 
sary as possible. In legislating on this subject, if 
any uncertainty should occur, those principles 
should have their due influence in the construec- 
tion to be given to the Constitution. 

He laid it down as a principle, which he pre- 
sumed would not be disputed by any one, that a 
complete and uncontrolled power over the militia 
was deposited in the National and State Govern- 
ments. The only question was, which was to dele- 
gate the distribution of those powers? To the for- 
mer it was expressly delegated to provide “ for the 
organizing, arming, and disciplining, the militia.” 
These words, when applied to the subject, were 


as full and comprehensive, perhaps, as any in our 
language. 
was, could penalties be imposed, if they should be- 
come necessary, to carry into effect those powers? 


The question before the Committee 


The maxim was undoubtedly true, that when a 


cg power was granted, all the usual and 


nown means necessary and proper to carry it 


f, then, the impo- 


to effectuate “the organizing, arming and disci- 


plining of the Militia,” it would follow of irre- 
sistible consequence, that they might be employed 
for that purpose, if not prevented by the powers 
reserved to the States. 


To the States it was reserved to appoint officers, 
and to train the militia,according to“ the discipline 
rescribed by Congress.” A reservation control- 
ing a general grant should receive a strict con- 
struction. “Training,” he believed a word more 
limited and less comprehensive than “ disciplin- 
ing,” which he considered as comprehending all 
the means necessary to be employed to constitute 
the character of a soldier. “ Training” compre- 
hended only a part of those means. It would to 
his mind seem absurd, and almost contradictory, 
that when there was committed to this Govern- 


ment the protection and defence of each indivi- 


dual, and of the whole community, when this Go- 
vernment itself was founded on principles which 
cherished a militia to the exclusion of a standing 
force, wherever it could be done, when the Go- 
vernment, for those important purposes, was di- 
rected to provide for “organizing, arming, and 
disciplining the militia ;” 1t would seem absurd 
and contradictory to say, penalties could not be 
imposed by law. It would be in the same sen- 
tence to grant and to deny; for he would run the 
hazard to affirm, that without penalties no effec- 
tual provision could be made for “organizing, 
arming and disciplining the militia.” 

It was not, he believed, difficult to conjecture 
by what means this distribution of powers between 
the National and State Governments had crept 
into the Constitution. It would have seemed in- 
congruous to have denied to Congress a complete 
control over the militia. But having conceded 
this power in the words which had been so often 
repeated, a laudable jealousy would naturally 
have excited an apprehension, that, at some future 
time, the militia might be neglected to afford a 

retence for standing armies. This jealousy could 
in no other way have been so well quieted as by 
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authorizing the States, who would discern, and 


guard against the intended encroachments, by 
* training,” to keep alive the spirit of the militia. 


On this supposition, the Constitutional distribu- 


tion of powers in this instance was consistent, and 
dictated by rational reflection. 

To pursue further the subject, when the militia 
should be called into the actual service of the 
United States, Congress were by the Constitution 
to provide for their government. This was ne- 
cessary toprevent a State, in case of disaffection, 
from defeating, under a pretence of “ training,” 
the exercise of the general powers granted to this 
Government. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that it had always appeared 
to him anti-Republican to attempt to narrow the 
powers of this Government over the militia. An 
effective force of some kind must be at the dispo- 
sal of the Government, which a militia could 
never be, unless adequate penalties were pre- 
scribed, and in case of delinquency inflicted. Re- 
sort must then, in every instance, be had to a 
standing army. ‘There was no other alternative. 

He was not in this case influenced by local con- 
siderations. The enilitia of the State to which he 
belonged was respectable and effective. He was 
sorry to add that in some of the States the reverse 
was confessedly and lamentably true. He had at 
all times been astonished to perceive, that the op- 
position to this measure had arisen from those dis- 
tricts for whose peculiar benefit it was designed. 

Mr. Murray wished that some eentleman who 
was better acquainted with military matters than 
himself would explain the distinction between the 
two words, “training and disciplining,” used in 
the above clauses of the Constitution. 

Mr. 8. Smiru rose to answer this query. Train- 
ing implied chiefly teaching a man to handle his 
arms, to stand upright, to wheel to the right and 
left, and to march. But disciplining comprehend- 
ed a great deal more. A disciplined soldier must 
understand the duties of a sentinel, the art of en- 
camping, and a number of other things which a 
common militia man did not learn when only 
training. He said that the first duty of a soldier 
ought to be to take care of himself, and an ac- 
quaintance with this lesson had been severely felt 
by many in the late expedition to the Westward. 
Numbers of the militia did not know how to set 
up a tent. The Virginia militia who went out 
were neither disciplined nor trained. The Mary- 
landers appear to have been much in the same 
situation, for when Mr. Smith drew part of them 
out and ordered them to load, he found that fifty 
had put down the ball before the charge of pow- 
der. Some of them did not even know how to 
lay a gun over their shoulder. He pressed the 
Committee to come to a decision immediately. 
Gentlemen said that they hoped that there would 
be no more insurrections. I hepe so too, (said 
Mr.S8.,) but does that insure the thing ? | believe 
not, sir. Nothing had been farther from the 
thoughts of the House last session than an insur- 
rection. 

Mr. Frrzsimons hoped that the House would 
ome to some resolution on the subject. He was 
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authorized to say that the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania were waiting in suspense to see what would 
be done by Congress. 

Mr. Tracy said, he was convinced of the ne- 
cessity of amending the militia law; before Con- 
gress made any regulations of the kind, the militia, 
in the State he came from, was under very good 
discipline; but he really thought the present law 
of the United States had a tendency to injure, in- 
stead of assisting, the regularity and discipline 
which had been before established by the State in 
their militia law. It had been said, the Constitu- 
tion did not give Congress power to enforce their 
act by penalties, because training the militia was 
reserved to the several States. He should be sorry 
to give a forced explanation to any part of the 
Constitution, and if there were any who wished 
it in that House, as had been hinted, he would op- 
pose every such attempt; but he could not reve- 
rence the opinions of gentlemen who had uni- 
formly opposed the Constitution, before and since 
its adoption, till lately, and now pretended to be 
its greatest friends, and under that mask wished 
to fritter it down to rags, and reduce it literally 
to the state of self-righteousness—the more we 
have of it the worse. He then read the clause of 
the Constitution, and said, it was clear that all 
the power respecting the militia, was, by the first 
part of the sentence, deposited in Congress; but a 
special reservation was afterwards made to the 
States to appoint officers—this was explicit ; and 
what more was reserved to the States? To train 
the militia pursuant to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress. This, he said, could give them no 
power of training, but in exact obedience to the 
rules given them by Congress; that is, Congress 
will take every necessary step to organize, arm 


and discipline the militia, (except officering ;) they 


will get the men on the field; when they are 
there the State is to train them, is to be the Exe- 


cutive of the United States, and exactly pursuant 


to their rules train the militia. The training men- 
tioned in the Constitution, he said, could mean no 
more ; as disciplining, which was expressly in the 
hands of Congress, included training, but training 


did not include disciplining—a good definition of 


the difference between the two terms had been 


given by Mr. 8S. Smirx, who had spoken before 


him. 

Mr. T. said, in ordinary cases, a certain spe- 
cified portion of power was, by the Constitution, 
given to Congress, and all not specified was of 
course reserved by the States; but in this case 
the tables were turned—all the power was vested 
in Congress by the first part of the sentence, and 
a specified portion reserved to the States, which 
ought to be strictly construed, so as to give the 
several Siates no constructive power to defeat 
any thing Congress should do upon the subject ; 
or, prevent uniform and general laws from ope- 
rating by the interference of local and State regu- 
lations. He, therefore, was clearly of opinion the 
power of Congress, by the express words of the 
Constitution, extended to enforcing by penalties, 
as contemplated by the resolution before the Com- 
mittee. 
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Mr. Gites was not for straining the Constitu- 
tion, but he was clear that Congress had such a 
power of enforcing the execution of the law. 

The Committee went through the resolution, 
and reported it to the House, where it was twice 
read and agreed to, in the following words: 

Resolved, That the act, entitled “ An act more 
effectually to provide for the national defence, by 
establishing an uniform Militia throughout the 
United States,” ought to be amended; and that 
further provision ought to be made by law for 
arming the Militia of the United States, and for 
enforcing the execution of the Militia laws, by 
adequate and uniform penalties. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Gigs, 
Mr. Sepewick, Mr. Heisrer, Mr. Locke, Mr. 
Van Corrianpt, Mr. Dayron, Mr. Samuen 
Samira, Mr. Irvine, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Jere- 
miAnH Wapsworts, do prepare and bring in the 
same. 





Mownpay, January 12. 


A memorial of sundry merchants, and other ci- 
tizens, of the towns of Norfolk and Portsmouth, in 
the State of Virginia, whose names are thereunto 
subscribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that the most speedy and effectual mea- 
sures may be adopted by Congress to obtain resti- 
tution for the depredations committed on the pro- 
perty of the citizens of the United States, by the 
subjects of Great Britain, under the authority of 
that Government. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Goopuue, from the committee appointed, 
presented, according to order, a bill supplementary 
to the act for enrolling and licensing ships or ves- 
sels to be employed in the coasting trade and fish- 
eries, and for regulating the same; which was 
read twice and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Attorney General, accompanying u re- 
port of such tables of fees and caguleiand as are 
proper to be established for the Courts of the 
United States, pursuant to a resolution of this 
House of the 5th of June last; which was read, 
and ordered to be referred to Mr. Boupinor, Mr. 
Kirrera, and Mr. Suersurne, with instruction 
to examine the matter thereof, and report the 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

On a motion made and seconded that the Mes- 
sage of the Presipent or THE Unrrep Srares, 
of the 30th ultimo, and the report from the Secre- 
tary of War, referred to therein, be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House, to whom is 
committed the memorial of the Legislative Coun- 
cil and House of Representatives of the Territory 
of the United States South of the river Ohio. It 
was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Samuet Smiru, from the committee to 
whom was referred the memorial of Thomas 
Dannery, made a report ; which was read, and or- 
dered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on Wednesday next. 
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Frontier. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill from the Senate, en- 
titled “ An act to authorize the settlement of the 
claim of Samuel Prioleau ;” and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
progress. 


DEFENCE OF THE FRONTIERS. 


A Message was received from the Presipeny 
or THE Unirep Srarss, laying before Congress, 
for their consideration, the copy of a Letter from 
the Secretary of War, accompanied by an extract 
from a memorandum of James Seagrove, Agent 
of Indian Affairs. The Message and papers were 
read: 

Mr. Murray then moved that the Message 
should be referred to the same Committee of the 
Whole House, to which had been referred the 
memorial from the inhabitants of the Southwest- 
ern Territory. 

Mr. Nicuo.as objected strongly to this motion, 
as showing too much deference to the Heads of 
the Departments. The paper in question ought 
not to have been sent to the House at all. 

Mr. Murray defended his motion. He inquir- 
ed how the gentleman proposed to get informa- 
tion? Was he to manufacture it himself, or in 
what way could be better obtain it than from the 
Heads of the Departments? He had not, for his 
own part, that spe-ies of jealousy of them which 
the gentleman last up had. 

Mr. Nicuoias repeated his arguments with 
some warmth. He said that the Letter from the 
late Secretary at War was not official, but offi- 
cious. It had a particular aspect which should 
forbid its getting any such mark of attention. It 
was neither more nor less than a commentary on 
some of the proceedings of the last session of Con- 
gress. If this was received, we might expect the 
table to be heaped with such things. 

Mr. Sepewick could really see no reason to re- 
a the motion. The Presipent had undoubted- 

y aright to send the communication. The sub- 

ject was confessedly of the utmost importance. 
The member asked, if the House were to close 
their understandings, and refuse all information 
from that quarter? He repeated that he could 
see no ground of any sort for refusing consent to 
the motion. 

Mr. Gites was equally dissatisfied with the 
matter of this letter, and with the manner in 
which it had been introduced into the House. 
They were both equally exceptionable. The let- 
ter had come without any call. It was an Exe- 
cutive comment on a Legislative proceeding. It 
was a defence of a measure adopted by the Sen- 
ate, and it condemned by implication another of 
that House. To Mr. G. it was a very extraordi- 
nary paper. The Prestpentr was not to be sup- 
posed, however, answerable for the propriety of 
its contents. He should be very unwilling to take 
any notice of this paper at all. It had been justly 
remarked that it was a comment on transactions 
of the last session. A section of a bill passed in the 
Senate last session, and rejected by the Ho. se of 
Representatives, was inserted in it, and recom- 
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ainiad This paper might operate very materi- 
ally on the deliberations of the House. ‘This was 
a very bad precedent. The Executive had noth- 
ing to do with any question depending before the 
Legislature, and consequently had no oceasion to 
send such a thing. 

Mr. HotrTen imagined that the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Murray] had extended his mo- 
tion too far. It ought to have comprehended only 
the taking into consideration the Message of the 
PRESIDEN’. 

Mr. Murray complained of the asperity of ex- 

ression employed by a gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Nicnouas.| Not official but officious, and 
the intelligence artificial, were phrases to which 
he objected. The gentleman might have higher 
sources of information than he had. Mr. M. was 
willing to take up with information wherever he 
could get it, and he could have it nowhere with 
more propriety than from the national servants. It 
was no good reason to reject information merely 
because we had not asked for it. Mr. Gries had 
given a piece of intelligence which Mr. M. said. 
was to him entirely new, viz. that when the House 
wanted information, it was one of their rules not 
to refer for it to the Heads of Departments. The 
topic was great and important, and the House, 
before they rise, must examine in general into the 
situation of the Southwestern frontier, and our 
terms with the Indians. Mr. M. said, that the 
Delegate from the Southwestern Territory, [Mr. 
Wurrs,] would certainly be glad to obtain the in- 
formation conveyed in this paper. If any gen- 
tleman would point out any other way by which 
the House could, without absurdity, get from the 
Presipenr the information contained in this let- 
ter, Mr. M. should be willing to adopt it. 

Mr. Boupinor was entirely satisfied both as to 

the propriety of the matter contained in the Let- 
ter of the Secretary, and as to the manner in 
which it had been introduced into that House, 
That the Presipenr hada right to consult the 
Heads of Departments, there could be no kind of 
doubt. Mr. Bouptnor then read the following 
passage from the Constitution: “ The Presipent 
shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the militia of 
the several States. He may require the opinion, 
in writing, of the principal officer in each of the 
Executive Departments, upon any subject relat- 
ing to the duties of their respective offices.” Mr. 
B. defended the Message in all its circumstances, 
and in the most pointed terms. It was perfectly 
proper, and peculiarly so at this time. By the 
Constitution, and by the rules and practice of the 
House, the Prestpenr had a right to offer his ad- 
vice regarding Legislative acts. 

Mr. W. Smiru had seen much needless jeal- 
ousy in the House towards Heads of Departments; 
and the present he thought a refinement on that 
side. There had been two objections to the com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, the one as 
to the matter, and the other as to the manner in 
which it was introduced to the House; as to the 
latter, it was said to have been obtruded unasked. 
In this last objection Mr. S. saw nothing. He read 





Defence of the Frontier. 





CON GRESS. 


1074 
[H. or R. 





a precedent from the Journals, which he siete 
to be exactly similar, and where Mr. Nicnotas 
himself had been one of a committee appointed to 
examine and report. As to the matter, we might 
as reasonably object to the Speeches of the Pre- 
SIDENT. reminding the House of business which 
had been before them, or recommending subjects 
to their notice. He considered the objections of 
both sorts as entirely unfounded. 

Mr. Mapison recommended the alteration sug- 
gested by Mr. Houren, for restricting the motion 
of commitment to the Message of the PRESIDENT, 
and not to take any notice of the letter from the 
Secretary, which he considered as, in itself, ex- 
tremely improper. It could not be meant as in- 
formation, and the House had no oceasion to take 
advice from the Secretary. The letter itself look- 
ed more like a forced thing, than any which he 
recollected to have seen since the establishment of 
the Constitution. The subject, however, was deli- 
eate. The Prestpenr had an undoubted right to 
give advice or information in any way which he 
thought best. It was totally ill-judged in the Se- 
cretary to have conveyed his opinion in the — 
words ofa clause ina bill that had passed throug 
the Senate last session, and been rejected in that 
House. The communication translated into plain 
language amounted to this: “The Senate last 
session had more wisdom than this House, and it 
is proper for this House to reconsider its proceed- 
ings, and improve by the superior wisdom of the 
Senate.” Due respect should, however, be paid to 
the Message of the Prestpentr. It ought to be 
taken into consideration, and Mr. M. was not will- 
ing to cast obstructions in its way, or to make 
needless objections. 

Mr. Dayton a that he was for referring the 
Report of the Secretary at War, with the Presi- 
DENT’s Message to the Committee of the Whole, 
and that consequently he was against striking out 
the words which expressed that intention, If, by 
omitting to take any notice of the Report of the 
Secretary, it was meant to reject the information on 
account of the source from which it came, it ar- 
gued such a degree of jealousy and distrust as ap- 
peared both unreasonable and unconstitutional. If, 
on the contrary, the object was not so much to 
reject it, as, by the manner of referring the Mes- 
sage, to convey any reproof or disrespect towards 
the late Secretary of War, Mr. D. should be still 
more decidedly averse to the modification propos- 
ed. He lamented it as an unhappy circumstance 
for this country, that the gentleman who was lately 
the Head of the War Department had thought pro- 
per to resign. That gentleman had executed the 
complicated and important duties of his office with 
zeal, fidelity, and ability, and ought to be protect- 
ed from any proposition or remark which glanced 
unfavorably at him, or might wound his feelings 
at the moment of his leaving us. Mr. D. then ad- 
duced the Report of the Secretary of War in 1790, 
to the Presipent, on the subject of the Militia sys- 
tem, as a striking precedent. The Secretary there 
informed the PRESIDENT, that he had submitted 
to him a plan for the arrangement of the Militia. 
The Presipent sent a Massage with the plan to 
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the House of Representatives. What were the 
steps then taken in that parallel case? Was 
the Message then alone referred as it is now 
proposed by some gentlemen? The Journals, on 
the contrary, prove, that the Message and plan 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole. It 
was possible, Mr. D. added, that the present Con- 
gress might deem themselves wiser than their pre- 
decessors. It was possible that many might think 
it safest to shut their ears against all kinds of in- 
formation from the Heads of Departments, or even 
from the Presipenr himself. There might be 
some who would be willing to free the House of 
Representatives from certain obligations, or shack- 
les under which the Constitution placed them, 
by tearing out a leaf from that instrument, but he 
ventured to say that it was too soon yet to at- 
tempt it. 

r. Smite complained of the style of the me- 
morial from the Secretary of War, and, as a spe- 
cimen, he read the following passage : 

“It is a melancholy reflection that our modes of po- 
pulation have been more destructive to the Indian na- 
tives than the conduct of the conquerors of Mexico and 
Peru. The evidence of this is the utter extirpation of 
nearly all the Indians in the most populous parts of the 
Union. A future historian may mark the causes of this 
destruction of the human race in sable colors. Although 
the present Government of the United States cannot 
with propriety be involved in the opprobrium, yet it 
seems necessary however, in order to render their atten- 
tion upon this subject strongly characteristic of their 
justice, that some powerful attempts should be made to 
tranquilize the frontiers, particularly those South of the 
Ohio.” 

In reading the above extract, Mr. M. went no 
farther than to the words sable colors. Mr. 8. 
Smiru desired that he should read on, that the 
House might hear that no insinuation was intend- 
ed, as ifthe present Government of the United 
States had countenanced such ravages. Mr. SMILie 
said, that he knew what came after, but who 
would compare the first settlers of North America 
to the Spaniards, who destroyed in their mines 
thousands and millions of the Indians, and whose 
memory had been consigned to the execration of 
centuries ? 

Mr. Ames rose. Just when he had begun speak- 
ing, there came ina Message from the PresiDENT 
by his Seeretary. On this, Mr. A. observed. that 
perhaps, while gentlemen were now speaking 
there might have arisen a new subject of dispute. 
Perhaps by the new doctrine, we should reject all 
communications from that quarter. The Message 
having been delivered, Mr. A. went on to remark, 
that turning loose the American militia to guard 
the Southwestern frontier, wasa system of slaugh- 
ter, of desolation. It was to make a Potter’s field 
an hundred thousand miles in extent! It was a 
system to waste the blood of the white man, and 
to extirpate the Indians. The militia were not 
the people to prevent those kind of injuries against 
the Indians which were the cause of hostilities. 
But gentlemen who were now so delicate as to 
the style of memorials, would do well, if they ex- 


tended that delicacy to other memorials which had | dian town, or persons, or property, shall thereby become 
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been presented to that House, and referred by the 
consent of those very members to select commit- 
tees. Papers had been offered to that House. 
wherein its conduct had been criminated and re- 
probated in the most unqualified language of de- 
testation. Yet gentlemen, on some of these occa- 
sions, showed no resentment. Mr. A. ridiculed the 
idea of the present motion as introducing a new and 
dangerous precedent. The opposition to it came 
exactly under that description, for it was a direct 
attack upon the principles of the Constitution. 

Mr. Firzstmmons approved of the motion. It 
had been asked if the Sunesiae was responsible 
for the contents of this Report from the Secretary 
of War? Mr. F. did not think so; but if he had 
not communicated it, the member would have 
thought him responsible for the omission. The 
Presipent had a right to ask advice from the 
Heads of the Departments. Mr. F. never knew a 
Message from the Presipent which required a 
reference, that had been refused it. As a matter 
of course, as a matter of right, it ought to be re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Murray rose and read that passage in the 
Report of the Secretary, which Mr. S. Smrru had 
desired Mr. Smite to read, and which he had not 
read. [They are inserted both together at full 
length as above. | 

Mr. Nicuo.as moved anamendment, and which 
was seconded, for striking out the latter part 
of the resolution proposed by Mr. Murray. This 
made it merely a reference of the Message from 
the Presipent to the Committee of the Whole, 
and omitted all notice whatever of the Report 
from the Secretary of War. 

Mr. Sepewick really thought this a squeamish- 
ness for which he saw no manner of foundation. 

Mr. Gites arose.—He said thata gentleman 
from Massachusetts had asserted that some mem- 
bers considered the whole Constitution as entirely 
in this House. This imputation was a thing of so 
serious a nature, that Mr. G. wished the gentle- 
man to point out the person to whom he alluded. 
If it respected Mr. G. himself, the assertion was 
unfounded. It was not true. He had the highest 
respect for every branch of the Constitution. This 
was a charge frequently mace by one side of the 
House. Gentlemen had called the contents of this 
paper information, He saw in it nothing but 
what the House knew without the assistance of 
the Secretary. He considered the report as an 
effort upon the opinion of this House, as an attack 
upon its independence, and that in a very indeli- 
cate way. He thought the report in all respects 
unworthy of the notice of the House. He hoped 
that this paper would not be committed, but that 
the Message of the Prestpenr would be so. 

{The passage in the report repeatedly referred 
to as having been borrowed from a bill passed in 
the Senate, last session, is in these words: 

“That all persons who shall be assembled, or embo- 
died in arms, on any lands belonging to Indians, out of 
the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, or of the Territo- 
ry South of the Ohio, for the purpose of warring against 
the Indians, or committing depredations upon any In- 
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liable and saitaek to the rules and articles of war, which 
are or shall be established for the government of the 
troops of the United States.” 

This was asection of a bill which the Senate 
passed the last session, entitled “An act for the 
more effectual protection of the Southwestern 
frontiers,” but it was disagreed to by the House. ] 

Mr. Krrrera considered this as entirely a dis- 
pute about words, or plainly about nothing at all. 
Gentlemen from Virginia were more jealous of 
the Executive than even the Constitution itself. 
Mr. K. was satisfied that the Presipent had aright 
to interfere in the Legislative proceedings with 
his opinion and advice. There was neither prin- 
ciple nor precedent for the amendment of Mr. 
Nicnotas. The dispute was merely about words, 
because if the Message of the Presipent was re- 
ferred toa Committee of the Whole, the report in 
question would, in any case, be referred along with 
it, 

Mr. Ames rose again to make some remarks on | 
the danger of extending too far the privileges of 
the House of Representativ es over the other 
House. The moment that this House is turned 
into a Convention, there is an end of liberty. As 
to impropriety and indelicacy of style. he could 
wish that the cognizance of members might extend 
to memorials addressed to the House, that we may 
not have addresses disrespectful to it. He entire- 
ly vindicated the conduct of the Presipenr as to 
this matter, and saw a peculiar propriety in his 
having made the communication at present on 
the table. 

The question was loudly called for; but Mr. 
Nicuo.as rose in reply to Mr. AMes. Would any 
man call this a communication from the Execu- 
tive? Mr. Ames spoke a few words in a low tone 
of voice. Mr. N. proceeded, “ The gentleman pre- 
varicates.” “I prevaricate, sir!’ rejoined Mr. A. 
Mr. N. said, that at best he went off from the 
point. As to the precedent produced by Mr. W. 
SMITH, it was quite inapplicable. It bore no re- 
semblance or connexion to the one before House. 
The other adduced by Mr. Dayton was, he ad- 
mitted, in point. But that gentleman would ad- 
mit that it occurred in the infancy of the Consti- 
tution, which was an excuse for it. He hoped 
that the amendment would go through. 

Mr. Tracy quoted something which Mr. Nicno- 
LAs had said. That gentleman immediately an- 
swered, that he had been misquoted. I know, 
said Mr. Tracy, as well as that gentleman, what 
he said. Mr. NicHouas got up ¢ a second time, and 
repeated what he affirmed were the words which 
he had really spoken. He did not say so before. 
said Mr. Tracy, but I am content that he should 
say so now. I only beg that he may not interrupt 
me. As to the motion for striking out one-half | 
of the resolution, Mr. Tracy looked: upon it as out 
of all propriety. The Presivenr had sent a let- 
ter of two lines, enclosing a report from the Se- 
cretary of War. To refer the former without the 
latter, would be like referring to any person the 
superscription of a letter, but adding, at the same 
time, you must not look at the inside of it. Mr. 
T. did not care from whom the report came. | 
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If it eeutuined use ful information, that was all he 
wanted to know. And, supposing it had been 
sent from a Democratic society, that of itself 
would with Mr. T. be no reason to refuse it a re- 
ference. He then observed how much more de- 
ference had been paid by that House to Demo- 
cratic societies than was now paid by some gen- 
tlemen to the Preswwent. Much care had been 
taken that a vote of censure should not be passed 
on them. It looked as if gentlemen wanted to 
grasp all power within this body. The amend- 
ment was wrong in point both of principle and 
practice. To refer a mere superscription, (for 
the letter of the Presipenr was nothing more,) 
would look strange enough. The resolution, as 
amended, was in a state of hostility with common 
sense. 

Mr. Lyman was in favor of the amendment for 
| striking out the words in the latter part of the 
| motion. He thought it improper to refer to a 
Committee of the Whole House the report of the 
late Secretary of War, because it was of an am- 
phibious nature. It was not a mere official state- 
ment of supposed facts, but the reasoning on these 
facts. He was sensible that precedents could be 
found on the Journals, which sanctioned a com- 
mitment of similar reports; but, for his part, he 
had ever thought the practice improper, and he 
must meet the question as it appeared to him. He 
said, that the Constitution authorized the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares,nay, it made ita 
duty incumbent on him, to give information, from 
time to time, of the state of the Union. He was 
also equally required to suggest, for the considera- 
tion of the House, whatever he thought expedi- 
ent; but there was a most material difference be- 
tween communicating information, and argument 
or inferences deduced from it. The official in- 
formation would always, without doubt, be re- 
ports from the different Departments, and, there- 
fore, would have the credit and weight which was 
due to it; but whenever plans or arguments were 
communicated, they should have the responsibili- 
ty attached to the signature of the Presipent. 
What was the case in the present instance ? Had 
the Executive avowed the plan of the Secretary 
of War, or his reasoning? He was persuaded, 
from the communication itself, that the Presi- 
DENT did not at all espouse the report as his own 
wishes or opinion; for there was nothing in the 
Message implying that the report had been official- 
ly required, or that any one sentiment was from 
the high authority of the Executive. As to the 
Secretary of War, Mr. L. had a respect for him, 
and believed that he had discharged the duties of 
his office with ability and fide lity, but it implied 
no censure to decline hearing his arguments. All 
that the House wanted was facts and information. 
They were fully competent to the suitable deduc- 
tions. As to the observation of his colleague, that 
the House were abridging the powers of the Exe- 
cutive, it was so far from being the case, they were 
only reclaiming what had been remitted and dis- 


used; and he had no fears that they would 
abuse it. 
Mr. Hittwouse thought that gentlemen were 
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spending time in a very trifling way. It is the 
‘duty of the House to hear information from ev ery 
quarter. He was against the amendment. 

Mr. J. Wapswortn said, that some gentlemen 
had been offended at the comparison in the re- 
port between the North American settlers and the 
Spaniards. Mr. W. remarked, that if gentlemen 
would look into two historians, the one of Virgi- 
nia and the other of New England, they would 
see bad enough work. If the Spaniards, or any 
other nation in history, had acted worse, he was 
much at a loss to comprehend what their proceed- 
ings could have been. As to Pennsylvania, much 
had been said of the purchases from the Indians 
of their lands; but where was the difference be- 
tween shooting an Indian and catching him ina 
trap? And, as to the conduct of the Pe nnsylva- 
nians, when they drove the Indians back to Pitts- 
burgh, that was sufficiently cruel. We have mur- 
dered them from the beginning, said Mr. W. As 
to the question on the amendment, he knew per- 
fectly well that the Presipent had acted exactly 
conformable both to the Constitution and the 
practice of the House. ‘fo refuse committing the 
report of the Secretary along with the Message, 
would be an affront, not to the Secretary, but “to 
the PRESIDENT . 

Mr. Manison looked upon the expression, as to 
the Spaniards, as being extremely exceptionable. 
It had escaped, perhaps, inadvertently. The Se- 
cretary would not have used it in a report to the 
House, nor would the Prestpenr have employed 
it, as from himself, in any Message to the House. 
Mr. M. was for the amendment. It was natural 
enough that the Secretary, when communicating 
his sentiments in a private manner, should make 
use of illustrations for enforcing his opinion that 
he would not have adopted in an official paper. 

Mr. Pace was persuaded that the Report from 
the Secretary of War contained nothing new, or, 
if new, nothing which may not as well be used 
when in the hands of members, as when in those 
of a Committee of the Whole. If the amendment 
had been to throw the Message under the table, 
more warmth could not have been shown n, in 
charging the oppesers of the motion for reference 
toa Committee of the Whole with indecency to 
the Presipent, and with a design at usurpation 
of his power, &c. It is said, that a jealousy has 
been betrayed by some members of an encroach- 
ment on the privileges of this House. Surely, a 
most unnecessary and unreasonable suspicion has 
also been betrayed by others, of a design in the 
gentlemen who supported the motion of Mr. Ni- 
CHOLAS, to encroach on the powers of the Execu- 
tive. Expressions have been used not consistent 
with decency and order. Gentlemen have been 
charged with a factious spirit, favoring indecent 
remonstrances, and with slighting and treating 
contemptuously the Message from the Presipenr. 
Some members have, at another time, been charged 
with speaking, not to the House, but to their con- 
stituents, in order to gain their votes at an ap- 
proaching election. Mr. P. said, that his respect 
for the Government, and for the PresipENT, was 
equal to that of any man in the House. He was 
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far from wishing to reflect on the late Secretary 
of War. Mr. P. had never, by any vote, censured 
his conduct, and he entertained no wish for his 
resignation. But he was at liberty to think the 
report given to the Presipent wrong, the com- 
munication of it to the House as unnecessary, and 
even if necessary. as sufficiently acted upon when 
printed and put into the hands of the members. 
He might have no doubt respecting the Constitu- 
tionality of the Message from the PrestpEnv, or 
of the report of the Secretary tohim. He might 
require no precedents from the Journals to prove 
that the motion for referring that Message was 
perfectly in order. But he might doubt whether 
the substance of the report was of such a nature 
as to require the consideration of the Committee 
of the Whole. He might also doubt whether the 
report was of sufficient importance to require the 
most mature consideration. There might be cir- 
cumstances attending the manner of its introduc- 
tion, as some members allege that there were, 
which render the report improper to be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole. It would be a 
precedent for referring every Message, and that 
would be attended with unnecessary delay. It 
will be paying a superfluous compliment. If the 
information came from the poorest citizen, and 
was sufficiently important, he would refer it, but 
though it came from the Presipent or Senate. 
and contained nothing which, in his opinion, re- 
quired a commitment, he should vote against it. 
Mr. P. was for the amendment of Mr. Nicwouas. 

Mr. 8. Smiru remarked, that the principal ob- 
jection made by the gentleman who spoke last. 
[Mr. Pace, ] to the commitment of the report was, 
that it contains nothing new. The observation 


will apply with equal justness to a great part of 


what has been said on the subject before the 
House. He wished, therefore, that the question 
might be immediately taken. 

The amendment was negatived without a divi- 
sion, but by a very great majority. The motion. 
as it vriginally stood, was then put and carried. 


Tvuespay, January 13. 


A memorial of Arthur St. Clair, late a Majo: 
General in the Army of the United States, in 
behalf of himself and his son, Daniel St. Clair, 
an officer in the same Army, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that the leet ations which 
they have made of the respective proportions of 
land due for their milit: ary services during the lat 
war, in one of the ranges of townships on the 
river Ohio, may be confirmed to them, and grants 
issued for the same. 

Also, the memorials and petitions of sundry of 
ficers and soldiers of the late Army of the United 


States, whose names are thereunto subscribed, of 


Samuel Brady, of Absalom Martin, and of Dudley 
Woodbridge, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials and petitions 
be referred to Mr. Hartiey, Mr. GREENUP, and 
Mr. Peteg Wapswortu; that they do examine 
the matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 
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A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to amend the act, entitled ‘ An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 


States ;” to which they desire the concurrence of 


this House. ; 
The said bill was then read twice and com- 
mitted. 


The House proceeded to consider the report of 


the committee to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of John Field, Jesse and Robert Waln, and 
Hartshorne, Large, and Company, which lay on 
the table: W hereupon, 


Resolved, That Johu Field,and the other owners 
of the ship Pigou, be authorized to export in the said 
ship a quantity of lead imported in the same ship 
in the month of last; and that the Collector 
of the District of Pennsylvania be authorized to 
grant a clearance for the same. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Frrz- 
simons, Mr. Goopnue, and Mr. Ruruerrorp, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. WILLIAM Smrru, from the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire and report whether any, and 
what, alterations ought to be made in the act im- 
posing duties on snuff manufactured within the 
United States, and to whom was referred the me- 
morial of the sugar refiners of the city of Phila- 
delphia, made a report; which was read, as fol- 
lows: 





“ That, in the opinion of the committee, there is not 
sufficient experience of the utility of the acts imposing 
duties on snuff and refined sugar, to recommend a con- 
tinuance of the said acts beyond the period to which 
they are at present limited. With respect to the act 
laying duties on snuff, the committee recommend an 
immediate alteration of the mode of collecting the 
duties, by laying the same on the mortar. They, there- 
fore, submit the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare 
and bring in a bill to amend the act laying duties upon 
manufactured snuff, and to alter the mode of imposing 
the said duties by imposing the same on the mortar.” 

The said report being again read, 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to 
the discontinuance of the act “for laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar,” beyond the 
period to which it is at present ‘limited, be com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to 
whom is committed the report of the committee 
appointed to prepare and report a plan for the re- 
duction of the Public Debt. 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said re- 
port as relate to an immediate alteration of the 
mode of collecting the duties on snuff manufac- 
tured within the United States, be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom were referred the Laws of the Territory of 
the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
passed the Ist day of August, 1792, which was 
made to this House on the 24th day of May last, 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 
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PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS 


The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the means of promulgating the laws, 
Mr. Coss in the Chair. A great variety of plans 
were proposed, but none that seemed to meet the 
general sense of the House. It was admitted that 
the same mode of distributing the laws which 
would answer extremely well for one part of the 
country would not at all suit for some others. To 
give the copies to be disposed of by the State Le- 
gislatures, was recommended by some members. 
Mr. Batpwin observed, that this would not an- 
swer for Georgia. The books would be landed at 
the distance of two hundred miles from the town 
where the Assembly meets. They are carried 
across the country to that place, instead of being 
distributed in the counties through which they 
pass. When they arrive at the Seat of Govern- 
ment the Assembly have risen, and probably will 


not sit again for six or nine months to come. 
Mr. Batpwin said, that rather than see the heart- 


burning which had existed among the people of 
Georgia for the last six years, from ignorance of 
the laws, he would pay a part of the expense of 
distributing them himself. Mr. B. knew one way 
by which the Secretary of State might distribute 
the copies of the laws very effectually in the 
State of Georgia. This was by intrusting them 
to the member himself. He was better acquaint- 
ed than most people with the places in Georgia to 
which these books ought to be sent, and the per- 
sons to whom they ought to be given. He was 
ready to take the whole business on himself. Mr. 
Hi.Ltuovuse, who rose sometime after, had no 
doubt that gentlemen might find it extremely con- 
venient to have the edition of the laws entirely at 
their private disposal. He had no objections, 
however, to this scheme. 

Mr. Pace wished not only that the laws might 
have been printed, but that every thing else which 
passed in that House, and every word which was 
spoken, might be accurately taken down by a 
short-hand writer employed for that purpose by 
the public, and the whole printed and distributed. 
The people would then be able to judge exactly 
of the conduct and character of those whom they 
chose to represent them. 

After much miscellaneous conversation it was 
moved that the Committee should rise, the Chair- 
man reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. The motion was negatived—ayes 41, noes 
12. The same motion was again made some time 
after, and agreed to. But the motion for leave to 
sit again was negatived. 

It was then moved by Mr. W. Smiru that a 
committee consisting of a member from each 
State in the Union should confer on this subject. 
This was agreed to; and on the motion of Mr. 


Vans Murray, Mr. Wurre, the member from 
the Southwestern Territory, was added to the 
number. 


Wepnespay, January 14. 


A memorial of Parker, Hopkins, and Meers, of 
the town of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, 





my 
fs 





rs 

ra 
a 
gs 
ie 
he 





1083 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 1084 


H. or R.] 


was presented to the House and read, praying the 
aid and patronage of Congress to enable them to 
complete a work which they have undertaken for 
the purpose of making an accurate survey of the 
sea-coast and inland navigation of the States of 
South Carolina and Georgia. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
table. 

A memorial of George Latimer and others, 
merchants, of the city of Philadelphia, was pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying that they 
may be allowed the drawback of the duties ona 
quantity of sugar and coffee imported by the me- 
morialists in the port of Newbern, North Caroli- 
na, and thence brought to the port of Philadelphia, 
from which they are desirous of exporting them 
to a foreign port. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Goopuur, and Mr. Ep- 
WARDS; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the memorial of Thomas 
Dannery ; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
said report under consideration, and come to a re- 
solution thereupon; which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the said memorial 
is reasonable, and that the tonnage duties on the 
vessels therein mentioned be remitted. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Samue.t 
Smiru, Mr. Lyman, and Mr. Van Cortianpt, do 
prepare in bring in the same. 

On motion of Mr. Firzstmons, 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to re- 
port a plan for perfecting a road between the 
Southern and Eastern States, the expenses where- 
of be defrayed out of the revenue of the Post 
Office ; and that Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. Gives, Mr. 
Morray, Mr. Jeremiah Wapsworts, Mr. Bacp- 
win, Mr. Dearsorn, and Mr. M‘DoweE tL, be the 
said committee. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to authorize the exportation of a 
quantity of lead, in the ship Pigou, to China; 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engross- 
ed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act in addition to the act, entitled ‘ An act to re- 
gulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates of the Militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, 
and for other purposes ;” to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

Mr. Dexter, from the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Message from the Prest- 
DENT OF THE United Srares, of the 8th instant, 
as relates to the letter from the Judge of the Dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania respecting certain interrup- 
tions in the judicial proceedings of that District, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 


~ Purveyor of Public Supplies—Public Debt. 


[JaNuARY, 1795, 
PURVEYOR OF PUBLIC SUPPLIES. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate. 
entitled “ An act to establish the office of Pur- 
veyor of Public Supplies. 

Mr. Carnes wished to have some evidence that 
there was occasion for a Purveyor of Public Sup- 
plies, with so large a salary ; otherwise, he should 
think himself obliged to vote against the pro- 
posal, 

Mr. Sepewick, when the bill was first brought 
in, had approved of it in his own mind, and on 
conversing with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
he learned, as the opinion of that gentleman, that 
it was an extremely economical and very neces- 
sary thing. 

Mr. B. Bourne said, that there had been a 
Message on this subject from the Presipen’, on 
the lith of December last. This was accordingly 
read. It had enclosed a memorial from the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, on this establishment, 
which was also read. 

Mr. VENABLE moved to alter one part of the 
bill. Instead of saying “under the direction and 
supervision of the Secretary of the Treasury,” he 
thought it better to say under the direction of the 
Secretary of War. The supplies were for that 
Department. 

Mr. Heiser seconded this motion. 

Mr. Firzsimons thought the superintendence 
better as it stood. 

Mr. Parker moved to strike out the first clause 
of the bill. He had objections both to the bill 
itself and to the amendment surgested by the gen- 
tleman at hisleft hand. He thought that a Naval 
Agent should be appointed, and be responsible to 
the PresipEnt only. 

Mr. Carnes thought the House had as yet too 
little information to decide whether the establish- 
ment was necessary or not. He believed that he 
should be disposed to vote with Mr. Parker, and 
then for a committee to inquire into the matter. 

Mr. Sepewick wished that the gentleman would 
not then begin by destroying the bill. 

Mr. Carnes had no such design. He moved. 
therefore, that the Committee should rise, report 
progress, and ask leave to sit again. This was 
accordingly done. But leave was not granted. 
The subject was referred to a select committee. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee appointed to prepare and report a plan 
for the reduction of the Public Debt. 

The report having been read by the Clerk, Mr. 
W. Smirn moved that certain duties therein 
named should be continued, not to 1801, as pro- 
posed in the report of the committee, but that 
this term should be struck out, and the duties con- 
tinued till other taxes could be instituted for dis- 
charging the Public Debt. 

Mr. Nicnovas said, that since the report had 
been made, a committee had been appointed to 
take into consideration the complaints of the sugar 
and snuff manufacturers, and it was now proposed 
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to make an alteration in the mode of beet the 
excise on snuff and sugar. Mr. N. had been one 
of the committee. Evidence had been adduced 
that the manufacture of snuff was stopped alto- 
gether, from the impossibility of carrying it on 
under the present system of excise. There had 
been no rise in the price of refined sugar, yet it 
could not be sold. It laid on the hands of the 
manufacturers. 

Mr. 8S. Smiru opposed the motion for striking 
out that part of the report which continued these 
duties to the year 1801. It had proved extremely 
injurious to the manufacture. This amendment 
would perpetuate the law. which was, he hoped, 
contrary to the design of the gentleman who 
moved it. The houses where manufactures _ 
been carried on were shut up. We had not, i 
deed, obtained any information from the ines 
of the excise, as ought to have been done, in order 
to learn whether it was possible to collect the 
excise in this mode or not. Yet, in the face of 
the evidence of the manufacturers, and without 
any authority to contradict them, we are going to 
perpetuate the excise. As to the duty of two 
cents, it has been proved that this is paid by the 
manufacturer only, and that he cannot lay it on 
his customers. Will any gentlemen propose to 
perpetuate a law, which is to perpetuate the de- 
struction of a manufacture ? ‘lic sugar bakers of 
Philadelphia demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
the majority of the committee that this would be 
the case. People who now buy loaf sugar, would 
then buy brown sugar—which ends the affair. 

Mr. McDowe.t would rather vote for the re- 
peal altogether, than for the proposed amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SHERBURNE said, that, during last session, 
when the excises in question were imposed, much 
had been said of the impropriety of laying such 
taxes on the manufactures of this country. In 
reply, it had been asserted, in the most positive 
style, that the impost duties would fall infinitely 
short, and there was even a kind of stigma at- 
tempted to be cast on gentlemen who objected to 
the laying on of these duties, or who doubted that 
the revenue would fall short. At present we 
have accounts from all quarters, of the ruinous 
consequences of these excises. The impost, in- 
stead of falling short, has risen higher than it 
ever was before. ‘The alleged cause why the new 
taxes were laid, has prov ed to be without founda- 
tion. This, in itself, is an adequate reason why 
they ought to be repealed. But there is a second 
reason, viz: the destructive nature of the taxes 
themselves. 

Mr. Frrzsmmons would not allow that any re- 
venue law could have its effects fairly tried in 
one or two years. He could not admit that the 
sugar duty would fall on the manufacturer. He 
would ask any member of the committee, whether 
the effects of this tax could be fully understood in 
three or four months; for that, he believed, was 
the time during which they had been in effectual 
operation ? As to the quantity of sugar on hand, 
it may be supposed that when a duty was to be 
laid on, large quantities would be bought up be- 
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feuchand. It had ry be en reported—but he aid 
not pretend to warrant the truth of the report— 
that there had been a suspension of buying, in ex- 
pectation that the duty would be taken off. The 
sugar bakers had the market entirely in their own 
hands, and he did not believe that the people of 
America would want refined sugar for the differ- 
ence of two cents ina pound. He was entirely 
against any sudden and unadvised repeal. 

“Mr. Goopnve did not admit that the tax fell on 
the manufacturer alone. The merchant, who paid 
an impost on imported goods, might as well say 
that he paid the impost out of his own pocket. 
He could not affirm, but he thoroughly believed, 
that as much refined sugar was consumed in the 
country, at this hour, as when the duty was first laid. 
But the way to save the manufacturers was, to lay 
another duty upon sugar unrefined. The latter 
would then be raised equall with the former, andas 
very little refined sugar is imported, the American 
sugar bakers would have a complete monopoly. 
In “reply to Mr. Suersurne, about the impost, he 
inquired whether we were afraid of having too 
much money? It was proper to pay off the Public 
Debt, and for this purpose it was necessary to col- 
leet as much money as could be had in a proper 
way. The manufacturers of whiskey had alleged 
that they were much injured by the excise, Mr. 
G. believed the fact to be otherwise. 

Mr. Finp.ey confined himself to the propriety 
of extending the limitation of excises on snuff, 
sugar, &c. He said that they had been opposed 
last session on principle, as ovine improper re- 
strictions on the manufacturers, discouraging the 
fair trader, and extending a precedent that would 
eventually lead to levying excises on all manufac- 
tures ; but when the "hushodee for two years was 
introduced, as an accommodation, the opposition 
was so far given up as that the yeas and nays 
were not called; therefore, it was enacted as a law 
of experiment. He complained that now, before 
the experiment was made, the limitation was 
attempted to be extended. He said that the limit- 
ation was a pledge of the faith of Government to 
the public, that the law would not be extended till 
experience of its utility and productivenes would 
justify the measure. He asked where was the report 
from the Treasury, informing us what was the pro- 
duct of these revenues? There was none. But from 
the manufacturers there was information. They 
had made it appear to the committee, that the 
snuff excise, as it stood, was impracticable, except 
as to hand-mills, which never could be productive, 
and might be wrought in secret and elude the tax, 
and that the consumption of loaf sugar was greatly 
decreased. He expected that the snuff law would 
be rendered practicable. He did not urge that 
either of them should be repealed now; he only 
wished that the faith of Government, enacting 
the limitation, should be supported. He hoped that 
his disposition to discharge the Public Debt would 
not be tested by his refus sing to extend the limit- 
ation. He would discover, on a proper occasion, 
that he was very willing to pay the Debt, by open- 
ing resources of a more general and productive 
kind. He was not for delaying ¢ that business, by 
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depending on small and uncertain excises upon 
manufactures, which for every forty or fifty thou- 
sand dollars they would produce, would raise a 
new and separate host of difficulties. It was time 
enough to extend the limitation, when it shall be 
known what amount is produced, and how it will 
affect the manufacturer. 

Mr. Dayron was in favor of continuing the 
sugar excise till the year 1801. He said that two 
arguments, inconsistent with each other, were 
offered against it. One was, that the sugar bakers 
would be forced to pay the excise themselves, 
which would end in destroying their trade. The 
other was, that the advanced price of sugar had 
driven their customers to the use of unrefined 
sugar. Both accounts could not be true. If the 
manufacturer paid the duty out of his former pro- 
fits, the price was not advanced. If he advanced 
the price on his customer, he did not pay the price 
out of his own pocket. He would ens gentle- 
men to take which ever side of the question they 
pleased. But he did not think it proper that they 
should occupy a double ground. In one particular 
passage, he was not sure that he understood Mr. 
S. Smrrx, who explained. 

Mr. Sepewick said, he rose particularly to re- 
quest that his friend [Mr. W. Smrra] would with- 
draw his motion, for continuing the taxes laid last 
session, beyond the year 1801; not because he 
himself should not prefer a longer continuance, 
but because he had understood that time had been 
agreed on by the select committee, as a matter of 
compromise. Mr. 8S. said, as he was now up, al- 
though he had no intention of speaking fully to 
the subject, he would submit a few cursory re- 
marks. He had expected, when he recollected 
what gentlemen had formerly said on the subject 
of the Debt—when he called to mind the public 
opinion, which he believed no member of the 
Committee mistook, he had expected an unusual 
degree of unanimity in the attempt honestly to 
provide a Sinking Fund. As we progressed in 
our deliberations, he yet entertained a hope that 
his expectations would not be disappointed. If 
the Committee be determined, in earnest, to adopt 
the means of reducing the Public Debt, taxes, ade- 
quate not only to the proposed reduction, but to 
the necessary accruing expenses of Government, 
must be imposed. Without the latter, there could 
be no well-grounded confidence that the former 
would be continued. If other taxes could be sub- 
stituted, less objectionable than those under con- 
sideration, they should certainly be accepted. The 
taxes contemplated were, on loaf sugar, snuff, li- 
censes for retailing spirituous liquors, sales at auc- 
tion, and carriages. He would not enter into a 
discussion of the merits of those taxes ; he would, 
however, observe in general, that, in his opinion, 
the Legislature, in laying those taxes, had either 
wisely or accidentally hit on those subjects which 
were among the mosteligible. In the commence- 
ment of the operation of any tax, probably incon- 
veniences and embarrassment would be felt by 
those who were directly called upon. Certainly, 
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and, whenever a change was proposed, the convye- 
niences and inconveniences should be duly con- 
sidered. To these taxes, generally, it was object- 
ed, that they had not the test of experience. The 
same was as fs true of any substitute which might 
be proposed, excepting direct taxes. He hoped, in 
the progress of this discussion, to find gentlemen 
sincere. Respecting direct taxes, it was not his in- 
tention to speak particularly ; he could not, how- 
ever, omit to declare, that, in his opinion, there 
was not one gentleman belonging to the Legisla 

ture who supposed there was even a possibility, 
that they could be received as a substitute for 
those immediately under consideration ; for, al- 
though there might be individuals within the 
House, and districts of country, who approved, or 
affected to approve, direct taxes, as the means of 
reducing the Debt, yet. both here and there, they 

were such an inconsiderable minority as, in the 
opinion of all, rendered it impossible to attempt 
the expedient. If, then, direct taxes could not be 
resorted to, to offer them as the Sinking Fund. 
would certainly create doubts of sincerity. With 
regard to the taxes on snuff and loaf sugar—re- 
specting which, hitherto, the only explicit objec- 
tions had been made—they were objects of luxury, 
and, as such, properly sources of revenue. They 
were domestic manufactures, it was true, but by 
our regulations all foreign competition in the sale 
of those articles was excluded, and the consumer, 
therefore, would undoubtedly be compelled to pay 
the tax. Mr. 8S. concluded, by again requesting 
Mr. Smiru to withdraw his motion, for the reason 
betore given. 

Mr. W.Smrru.—The House having unanimous- 
ly resolved to make provision for the reduction of 
the Debt, and the Committee being now engaged 
on that subject, gentlemen who oppose the reso- 
lution under consideration, must either show that 
the existing revenues are adequate to the object, 
or propose other revenues more suitable than those 
recommended by the report. 

No gentleman has attempted to do either; their 
arguments have been only a repetition of censure 
of the taxes on snuff and sugar. If these taxes are 
so exceptionable, said Mr. 8., strike them out of 
the report, but do not involve in their condemna- 
tion all the other internal revenues. With respect 
to the duties on snuff and sugar, Mr. 8., who had 
been on the committee, and heard all the com- 
plaints of the manuitacturers, had not been con- 
vinced that they were so oppressive as was repre- 
sented; indeed, the committee had not advised 
the repeal of them, which they would have done. 
had they deemed them oppressive. The snufl 
manufacturers had stated, as a grievance, the mode 
of laying the duty, because it subjected them to 
unnecessary trouble, and was liable to fraud, at 
the expense of the fair dealer. This the commit- 
tee had proposed to alter, and to lay the duty on 
the mortar; he believed that this commutation 
with some other regulations which had been sug- 
gested by the manufacturers, would remove all 
their reasonable complaints. As to a duty on 
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were only about one thousand three hundred pounds 
imported, and there were rt hundred thou- 
sand pounds consumed in the United States ; they 
might, therefore, be said to have nearly the mo- 
nopoly of the article; the duty would consequent- 
ly be paid by the consumer. Snuff was an article 
altogether of luxury; each individual consumed 
but a small quantity, and would not, for so trifling 
a tax, be induced to diminish his consumption. 
Were it not excised in the hands of the manufac- 
turer, it would escape taxation altogether? if not 
manufactured here, it would be imported and pay 
the impost; did gentlemen seriously mean that an 
article altogether of luxury, and paid by the con- 
sumer, who could well afford it, should not con- 
tribute something to the revenue, when salt, so 
essential a necessary of life, and many other arti- 
cles of necessity, contributed largely? For his 
part, he had not been able to discover what enti- 
tled it to so special an exemption. With respect 
to the duty on manufactured sugar, many of the 
foregoing observations would apply ; it was an ar- 
ticle of which the manufacturers had the mono- 
poly, the duty would consequently be paid by the 
consumers, who were of the wealthier class of ci- 
tizens, and could well afford it; the smallness of 
it, wocents per pound, would not materially affect 
theconsumption. The manutacturers had indeed 
complained to the committee that the consump- 
tion in this city had diminished since the imposi- 
tion of the duty; but Mr.S. believed it was attri- 
butable to other causes, some of which were of a 
local and temporary nature; one, the committee 
had been told, was the qualmishness of some of 
the Quakers, who had discontinued the use of su- 
gar; this was a local, and he fancied, would be 
only a temporary obstruction ; other causes of the 
diminution of the sales had been stated by a gen- 
tleman, and were by no means ascribable to the 
duty. Of this tax Mr. S. would remark, as he 
had of snuff, that, while salt and brown sugar, 
which were consumed in large quantities by the 
poor, contributed to the revenue, it would be as 
unjust as it would be unequal to exonerate it alto- 
gether from its share of contribution; indeed, he 
did not know two articles more proper for taxation 
than snuff and loaf sugar. Great stress, however, 
had been laid on the idea of their being domestic 
manufactures, and it had been contended, that all 
such ought to be exempt from taxation. To this 
doctrine, Mr. S. could not subscribe ; for, although 
he concurred in sentiment that infant manufac- 
tures required encouragement and protection, (and 
they should ever receive it, as for as his voice 
went,) yet, he conceived that the policy and wel- 
fare of this country required that full grown man- 
ufactures, like those of snuff and sugar, which had 
the monopoly of the supply, should be resort- 
ed to for their share of contribution. This he 
thought indispensably necessary to supply the de- 
ficiency occasioned by the stoppage of importa- 
tion, and to reach the article in the hands of the 
consumer. Otherwise, in the event of domestic 
manufactures supplying us with many of the com- 
modities which are now imported, the duties on 
which are appropriated to the interest of the Pub- 
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lic Debt, there would be a considerable defalca- 
tion of the revenue, and a consequent breach of 
the public faith. He acknowledged that care 
should be taken not to oppress the manufacturer 
by severe regulations or by so high a duty as to 
lessen the consumption. But the mere objection ofits 
being a domestic manufacture was not of itself a 
sufficient objection ; it had not been so considered 
in the case of the excise on stills, and he trusted it 
would not on this occasion. So far from its be- 
ing the prevailing sentiment at the last session, 
the two laws had passed both branches of the Le- 
gislature by a large majority, after hearing all that 
the manufacturers and the opponents of the tax 
could allege against it. 

No gentleman had suggested any substitute ; 
a land tax had been mentioned out of doors. He 
should not now enter into a consideration of that 
species of revenue ; he would only observe on the 
extreme inequality of its operation; some States 
were still burdened with debt to pay, for which they 
depended on a State land tax; others were totally 
clear of debt and laid no land tax; a land tax by 
Congress would impose a very unequal burden 
and be very oppressive to some parts of the Uni- 
on; but, admitting that such a tax should be re- 
sorted to, much time would elapse before it could 
go into full operation; in the mean time, let these 
revenues which now exist be continued, and when- 
ever a direct tax, or any other, shall be laid, he 
was content that these should be repealed. The 
resolution meant no more; it does not go to the 
perpetual duration of these taxes, as has been fre- 
quently repeated ; it only proposes that they shall 
be continued in force until the year 1801, or until 
some other revenues of equal value shall be sub- 
stituted. Now, Mr. S. said, if gentlemen were 
serious in their intention to pay off the Debt, if 
they were sincerely disposed to put an end to that 
clamor which the durability of this Debt has ex- 
cited, let them provide for its extinction by a sys- 
tematic appropriation of revenues; it was in vain 
for some gentlemen to wish the Debt discharged, 
and for others to abuse it; neither their wishes 
nor their abuse would do any good; the providing 
the money will be the best evidence of their inten- 
tions, and doing that will be considered by the 
public, who feel much anxiety on this subject, as 
the best test of our sincerity. 

Mr. SmILie was against the continuance of the 
taxes for so long a time as that proposed by the 
amendment. 

Mr. Nicno.as, in reply to Mr. Goopuus, ob- 
served, that if two cents per pound were added to 
the duty on unrefined sugar, this would not do any 
service to the refiner, who would still pay as much 
more in advance for the raw material. As to the 
couble ground, objected to by Mr. Dayron, he 
had a satisfactory answer to that. Mr. N. pro- 
ceeded to state that the report from the select 
committee had not been drawn up as was intend- 
ed by the members of that committee. 

Mr. W. Smirua rose and contradicted this asser- 
tion. He had been lucky enough to keep the 
copy of the minutes of what passed in the select 
committee ; and these minutes he read. 


— 


Soo esas ea 






















































Mr. Nicuouas.—I told the gentleman that this 
was not agreeable to my ideas. 

Mr. Samir could not help that. The thing had 
been put to the vote, and carried by a majority. 

Mr. Nicno.as said, that it was contrary to the 
opinions of a majority of the committee, and he 
added some explanations how the report came to 
be suffered to appear in its present form. 

Mr. Firzsimons rose to remind the gentleman 
that it would be both more correct and more de- 
cent to confine himself to a statement of his own 
opinions, than to give those of the select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. S. Smrru, of Maryland, said, that he had 
understood the meaning of the committee to be 
exactly as Mr. Nicnotas had expressed it. The 
committee would have repealed the duties refer- 
red to altogether, if they had supposed themselves 
to possess full enough information on the subject. 
Mr. S., in reply to the remarks of Mr. W. Smrru, 
of people objecting to taxes, and yet affecting to 
wish for the reduction of the Public Debt, declared 
that he was one who wished for the payment of 
the Debt, and, at the same time, for the repeal of 
the taxes. He took the groundof Mr. Suersurnp, 
and said that the continuation of the taxes was 
unfair. They had been proposed for two years, as 
an experiment. The experiment has been tried, 
and all the bad consequences which had been pre- 
dicted by Mr. S. and others have been verified. 
Besides, the pretence for laying the taxes has 
ceased, for the impost has turned out more pro- 
ductive than ever 1t has been, yet now gentlemen 
insist on continuing these taxes. He said that this 
was a deception upon the public. But there was 
deception upon deception in the management of 
this business. There was charged in the estimate 
for 1795—which he would call an estimate of de- 
ceptions—one million three hundred and ten thou- 
sand six hundred and nineteen dollars, for a West- 
ern. insurrection, as if we were to calculate upon 
an annual expedition to the back countries. This 
was one deception. There was another deception, 
or, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania did not 
like that word, he should call ita mistake. Mr. 
S., however, had got into a habit of conveying his 
ideas by those words most apt and significant for 
expressing them. He proceeded to show, that 
though there was to be only six hundred thousand 
dollars demanded for paying the National Debt, 
yet, that after 1795, there would be an annual 
balance of one million eight hundred and twenty- 
two thousand dollars on hand to discharge it. 
From this he argued, that there was no necessity 
for continuing such pernicious taxes. 

Mr. 8. had the honor to state last session, that 
the imposts of 1794 would not be less than those 
of 1792. The event had justified his assertion. 
He now, as a commercial man, affirmed that they 
would equal in 1795 what they had been in 1794. 
It was probable that they would be still greater. 
The new taxes might be continued for the two 
years mentioned in the act, but no longer. What! 
when manufacturers come, with tears in their 
eyes, entreating you not to reduce their families 
to beggary, and while, at the same time, you will 
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have near taree timesas much money in your hands 
as will pay the six hundred thousand dollars per 
annum, for the sinking of the Debt, are you in 
such circumstances to continue the tax? Mr, 
S. insisted much on the respectable characters of 
the sugar refiners of Philadelphia, who had so- 
lemnly declared that the excise would inevitably 
extirpate the manufacture; and he adverted, at 
different times, to an apparent inconsistency, as 
he seemed to consider it, on the part of Mr. Firz- 
simons, who had admitted that the sugar-retiners 
of Philadelphia were of a most respectable char- 
acter, and yet questioned the accuracy of their as- 
sertions, in a matter of which they were perfectly 
competent to judge with precision. He then took 
notice of some things which had dropped from a 
gentleman at his lett hand, [Mr. Goopuvue.]} who 
had spoken of the effect of excise on Massachusetts, 
as it was a favorite with the manufacturers. Now, 
if they can do so well to the Eastward, said Mr. 
S., with their excises, | would be glad to know 
what the gentleman sees in me, that he thinks | 
could not do as well as they. Whatever might 
be the case in New England, Mr. 8. never could 
manufacture under an excise. He had been a 
friend to the excise on distilleries, because he had 
thought it a good measure for the country in ge- 
neral, but as to his own distillery, he had never, 
since an excise was imposed, made five shillings 
by it. As to his sugar-bakery, it would have the 
very same termination. 

The gentleman who conducted that manufac- 
ture tor him, (for he must observe, that personally 
he knew nothing about the matter,) had wrou 
him that the existence of the manufacture was 
incompatible with that of the excise. Since the 
law passed, the refined sugar lay, like a dead let 
ter, on the hands of the manufacturer. It had been 
said that as much refined sugar was now consumed 
as had ever been consumed in this country. That 
he denied. He entreated gentlemen to inquire in 
their own families, and they would soon be con- 
vinced that the consumption of refined sugar was 
greatly reduced. He expatiated on the injustice, 
tyranny, and absurdity of the system of sugar and 
snuff excise. The system was absurd, because the 
object of revenue would be destroyed. It was in 
the highest degree unjust and tyrannical. You 
lay an impost on foreign snuff and refined sugar: 
gentlemen of capital then set up the manufacture. 
encouraged by your acts. To set upa snuff man- 
ufactory required ten thousand dollars,and a sugar- 
bakery required ten thousand pounds. Well, you 
have got manufacturers engaged. Their capital 
is fixed ; and then you come down upon them with 
an excise that destroys the whole. Mr. Smiru 
dwelt upon this idea. He did not speak in this 
vray from any view to personal interest of his own. 
but from a conviction that, in a financial light, 
such taxes never could be of any service, and would 
be most destructive to individuals. He thought :t 
sufficient that the House had by one act shut up 
his distillery ; they were now shutting up his sugai- 
bakery. Some time before he had done speak- 
ing, Mr. W. Smirn observed, that as it was now 
past three o’clock, it would be better for the mem- 
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ber to defer the delivery of the rest of his remarks 
till to-morrow. Mr. S. Smira, in answer, said. 
“that the gentleman had a very happy faculty at 
interrupting him.” 

The Committee rose, the Chairman reported 
progress, and the House adjourned. 


Tuurspay, January 15. 


An engrossed bill to authorize the exportation 
of a quantity of lead, in the ship Pigou to China, 
was read the third time, and ordered to be recom- 
mitted to Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. Goopnue, and 
Mr. RuTHERFORD, with instructions to prepare 
and bring ina bill to repeal so much,of the act, 
passed at the last session of Congress, entitled 
“An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of arms and ammunition, and encourag- 
ing the importation of the same,” as prohibits the 
exportation of lead from the United States. 

The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An 
act in addition to the act, entitled ‘ An act to re- 
galate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the Militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, 
and for other purposes,” was read twice and order- 
ed to be read the third time to-morrow. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred so much of 
the Message from the Presipenr or THE UNireD 
States, of the 8th instant, as relates to the letter 
from the Judge of the District of Pennsylvania, 
respecting certain interruptions in the judicial pro- 
ceedings of that District, which lay on the table: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That provision be made by law for 
reviving all suits and processes which were com- 
menced for the District Court of Pennsylvania, 
which by law ought to have been holden on the 
third Monday of November last, and all suits and 
processes which were pending in the said Court, 
and discontinued by the failure to hold the same; 
and also, all suits and processes which were pend- 
ing in any special Court of the said district, the 
adjournment whereof had been lost by the same; 
and for giving day to all the suits and processes 
aforesaid, in the District Court next by law to be 
holden in the same district. 

Ordered, That a bill or bill or bills be brought 
in pursuant to the said resolution, and that Mr. 
Dexter, Mr. Hartiey, and Mr. Harrison, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Leg, from the commitiee appointed to in- 
quire whether any, or what, alteration is necessary 
to be made in the laws respecting lost or destroy- 
ed certificates, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House. according to the order of the day, 
again resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare and report a plan for the reduc- 
tion of the Public Debt. 

The second resolution in the report was under 
consideration of the Committee, and is as follows: 


Public Debt. 
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“ Resolved, That the several clauses of limitation, in 
the acts for laying duties and taxes on manufactured 
sugar and snuff, on licenses for retailing wines and 
spirituous liquors, of sales at auction, and on carriages, be 
repealed, that the several acts be continued in force until 
the year 1801, and that the moneys arising therefrom 
be appropriated to the discharge of that portion of the 
Public Debt which is redeemable by law, subject, how- 
ever, to a substitution of other duties or taxes of equal 
value to all or any of the said duties and taxes.” 


Mr. Goopuve wished to know whether it was 
agreeable to the rules of the House, to take a vote 
on each of the articles in the resolution separately. 

Mr. W. Smirus said, that as the second resolu- 
tion stood, it seemed indivisible. It would be bet- 
ter to take a vote against any particulars that are 
exceptionable. 

Mr. Tracy objected to the general looseness in 
wording of the resolution. Mr. W. Smita in- 
formed him, that in a report, it was usual to pay 
less attention to the style, but when the bill itself 
came to be drawn out, this exception would be 
removed. 

Mr. Nicnotas moved to strike out the words 
“sugar and,” from the resolution. 

Mr. Ames was for continuing them in this re- 
solution. He considered Public Credit as inter- 
ested in the continuance of these taxes, for assist- 
ing to clear off the public burdens. These two 
gentlemen last up entered into a kind of digressive 
discussion respecting what burdens were to be 
paid by these taxes, and what not. 

Mr. VenasLe.— The question before the House 
is, whether we should now interpose to continue a 
law after the end of the two years for which it 
was originally enacted? One would suppose, from 
hearing of the debate, that the motion went to 
the repeal of a law, when it is only to say, that 
after the expiration of the term for which the law 
has been enacted, it shall be no longer continued. 
A gentleman has been pleased to call the voting 
for or against this law a test of character. Sir, 
(said Mr. V.) it is a sham test. It is not a test, 
sir. The gentlemen bring forward means of dis- 
charging the Public Debt, which we do not like, 
and then call the voting for or against them a test 
of character. The gentleman who said this, will 
not be able to prove that it is a test of character. 
Mr. V. said, that the members of his opinion were 
ready to offer funds. The affair was as well un- 
derstood without doors, as within doors. Is it 
now necessary to continue these laws? Is it at 
present requisite to prolong the term of their 
duration ? 

Mr. Tracy.—In New York the demand for re- 
fined sugar has been greater since the tax was 
laid, than it had been before it; unrefined sugars 
are cheaper by twenty per cent. than when the 
tax was laid on. He did not say that the tax had 
caused the augmentation of demand, but the aug- 
mentation had not been prevented by the tax. He 
said this on the authority of a most respectable 
manufacturer in that State, a gentleman as re- 
spectable as any sugar baker in Philadelphia, and 
this comparison placed the latter in the most re- 
spectable point of view. In the little State where 
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Mr. Tracy lived, it had always been found, that 
shifting the kinds of taxes was hurtful. Mr. 8. 
Smiru had said that the consumption of refined 
sugar was diminished. He believed this assertion 
to be groundless. [Mr. S. Smira rose to explain. 
He had only stated that such was his information 
from the manufacturers.] Mr. Tracy had under- 
stood that the gentleman had said so. He pro- 
ceeded to observe, that a great deal of the value 
of a tax consisted in its permanency. Is it not of 
the utmost consequence that the public should 
have an idea of its being permanent? Mr. Smira 
had stated the hardship to a man of capital, who 
advanced ten thousand pounds upon a sugar ba- 
kery. This seemed to be a good argument, as 
being drawn from experience, but then other ex- 
perience had been brought against it. The argu- 
ment went to the opposition of all taxes, for a 
farmer might come from Europe, because his land 
had been taxed there. When he came here, he 
should perhaps find that one had been imposed in 
this country. He would then complain, perhaps, 
that a tax had been imposed, after he has expend- 
ed his capital. 

Mr. Manison said, that the argument in favor 
of “permanency,” advanced by the gentleman 
from Connecticut, had force as well as plausibility. 
But his reasoning would operate against all ex- 
perimental taxation whatever. It had been said 
that voting for or against the snuff and sugar ex- 
cise, would be a criterion of the disposition to pay 
off the Public Debt. That criterion will not be 
assumed by those who are to judge the point. 
The whole dispute is about a branch of the reve- 
nue, said to be worth eighty or ninety thousand 
dollars per annum, an object not of very much 
importance. The select committee, however, had 
doubted extremely whether the revenue would be 
efficient at all. He begged that it might be un- 
derstood that the question is not, shall the tax be 
now repealed, but only is it proper that it should 
be continued beyond the time originally intended, 
before it has been tried? In answer to what the 
gentleman from Connecticut had said of “ per- 
manency,” he thought it would argue greater 
stability for the Government not to prolong the tax 
any further, till the end of the period at first stipu- 
lated. Experience would, by that time, have 
assisted in forming a final opinion on the subject. 

Mr. GooputveE said, that a gentleman in New 
England, a sugar baker, and a particular friend of 
his, assured him that he looked upon the tax 
rather as a benefit than otherwise, for it secured a 
monopoly to the manufacturers, which was a 
greater advantage than the excise was a burden. 
The sugar bakers at Boston were of this opinion. 
He did firmly believe that the consumption would 
not be lessened by more than one hundredth part 
by this tax. Rich people only made use of this 
kind of sugar, and would any member say that 
they would want it, for such a trifle? He chal- 
lenged any member to show that the consumption 
had been lessened by the tax. He was amazed 
that gentlemen should make such a bugbear of 
two cents per pound. If Mr. G. believed that the 
matter would end in the ruin of the sugar baking 
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business, he would be the last man to vote for 
continuing it. But he could not imagine that this 
would be the case. Mr. S. Smita had said, that 
distilleries in Marylagd were stopped, but he had 
not told the reason. Molasses could not be got as 
formerly, by the manufacturers of Maryland from 
the French West Indies, and so the distilleries 
could not go onfor thatreason. He did not. how- 
ever, mean to affirm that the excise might not 
also have tended to hurt them. 

Mr. Finp.ey said, that by attending to the ar 
guments only, the question before the Committee 
would certainly be misunderstood. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Ames] bends the 
force of his argument against a repeal of the ex- 
cise on loaf sugar and snuff. ‘The gentleman from 
Connecticut [Mr. Tracy] argues as if we were 
about originating a revenue law, though neither 
the one nor the other is the case. The law was 
enacted late in the last session, and did not come 
into operation tilllast Fall. A committee of seven 
members have been appointed to examine its 
operation. The result of that inquiry is, that the 
manufacturers have stated great inconveniences 
and loss, and that no information could be obtain- 
ed of its having been productive, or even practi- 


cable. The committee, convinced that much of 


the hardship and loss to the manufacturers might 
have arisen from incidental causes which were 
a temporary, and that this law had not been 
ong enough in operation to enable the Treasury 


Department to report on the productiveness of 


these duties, reported that the limitation should 
not now be oljeaed: but did not think it ought 
to be repealed till more competent knowledge was 
derived from experience. Agreeably to the report 
of that committee, the members opposed to the 
report before the present committee have argued. 
that they did not argue for a repeal because their 
information was imperfect, or chiefly on one side. 
The present limitation continues the revenue more 
than two years from this time, for it is to continue 


for two years and to the end of the next session of 


Congress. Before it expires, we shall have com- 
plete information of its productiveness and utility. 
Even against next session, the Treasury Depart- 
ment will be able to give information from experi- 
ence. He said that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Ames] has with great confidence 
stated the decision of this question, as a test of the 
disposition of members to discharge the Public 
Debt. He did not know that that gentleman had 
any greater authority to decide on tests than him- 
self; and if he had, he thought his test was il! 
chosen. To what did it amount? The revenue 
in question was estimated at ninety thousand dol- 
lars, but there was no proof that this estimate 
would be realized, but rather the reverse. Yet. 
cps the revenue to be equal to the estimate. 


he thought it gave but a very questionable test of 


the gentleman himself, being zealous for a speedy 
discharge of the Debt. Extending the limitation 
five years longer on a revenue of ninety thousand 


dollars, would make but a very small reduction of 
the Debt. If the gentleman would be content at 


present to appropriate the sum proposed to begin 
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the discharge of the Debt with, the time would 
soon arrive when, having greater experience of 
the revenue in question, a more substantial test, he 
hoped, would be offered. He thought it was too 
late in the sessionto propose new revenues now. 
If, when a sufficient experiment was made, it ap- 
peared that the excisesin question were produc- 
tive and convenient, much more of the same kind 
may be had. Many other manufacturers in this 
country enjoy the benefits of monopolye created 
by the protecting duties; and if it was judged 
proper to raise all our internal revenues by excises 
on manufactures, justice requires that these ex- 
cises should be more general, and policy requires 
that the Debt should be speedily discharged. Our 
commerce, agriculture, and manufactures, are now 
prosperous ; but, as this prosperous state cannot be 
insured, we ought, in the day of prosperity, to pre- 
pare for adversity. But, supposing the system of 
excising manufactures to be relinquished, or not 
to be extended, abundant and more productive 
sources remain to be opened. 

Here Mr. Ames inquired of Mr. Finpiey what 
taxes he had in view ? 

Mr. Finpiey answered, that he had alluded to 
taxes of several kinds; that at a proper time he 
would determine. He supposed that no member 
doubted of the resources of the United States be- 
ing equal to the discharge of the Debt more rapidly 
than is now proposed. However, he said, that. for 
the satisfaction of the gentleman, he hoped that, 
at a proper time, they would both be put to the 
test, upon a question for a general and efficient 
direct tax. This he expected they would feel sen- 
sibly. It would not be rolling the burden off 
their own shoulders, and it would more rapidly 
discharge the Debt. In the mean time, he did 
not contend to take any thing from, nor did the 
gentleman attempt to add to it. He only con- 
tended to make the limitation a means of decep- 
tion, by which their constituents had been tantaliz- 
ed. Mr. F. was exceedingly surprised to observe 
gentlemen who had always found fault with 
members for discovering a Constitutional jealousy 
against transfers of power from the Legislature, 
discover themselves, on the present occasion, so 
extremely jealous of the next Congress with re- 
spect to the discharge of the Public Debt. He 
asked if the gentleman thought that this House 
possessed a monopoly of all the virtue of the 
United States, and that the next House would 
have no share of it? He hoped that this House 
would not unnecessarily put the Constitutional 
power of originating revenue laws, or of changing 
appropriations, out of the power of their suc- 
cessors, 

Mr. McDowe tt found himself called upon to 
deliver his sentiments on the resolution before the 
Committee, to appropriate certain duties to the 
reduction of the interest of the Public Debt. He 
had already taken the liberty of remarking, on that 
floor, that he regarded the Public Debt as a public 
evil. He did not think the resolution before the 
House any proper test of character, but rather as 
tending to perpetuate the parties amongst us. At 
first, the tax in question had only been imposed 
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by way of experiment, and for temporary purposes. 
Before the operation or productiveness can be 
known, there is a proposal to make it perpetual. 
This appeared to Mr. McD. to be impolitie and 
absurd. He observed that the arguments of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ames] went 
entirely against a repeal of the law. They did 
not, therefore, apply to the motion of amendment, 
which went only to prevent prolonging the law, 
for a repeal of it was not before the House. He 
wished gentlemen to come forward with some re- 
solutions not only for making payment of the in- 
terest of the Debt, but also for payment of the 
principal, as speedily as the ability of the United 
States would permit. He was willing, for his 
own part, to effect so desirable an object by adopt- 
ing a direct tax, that would operate equally on 
the citizens of the United States, and which will 
reach all property that is protected by Govern- 
ment. This is certainly just, since every person 
in the United States, except such as are concern- 
ed in the funds, is interested in the discharge ot it. 
As far as Mr. McD. could learn, the citizens of 
the United States were willing to make the utmost 
exertions for effecting so desirable a purpose. Mr. 
McD. dissented entirely from the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. W. Smrrs,] who calculates 
on reducing the Debt in thirty years, which ap- 
pears to hima reasonable time. Ms McD. should 
be very sorry to think that it would not be paid 
in half the time. It had been said that those who 
were for the present motion, should bring forward 
something else instead of the duty on refined su- 
gar. He would gratify the gentleman who made 
this demand; for, if the amendment went through, 
he should move a resolution. He proceeded to 
notice, that in the present infant state of the Go- 
vernment, it would be extremely improper to make 
taxes permanent, before fair experiments had been 
made of their efficiency. Mr. McD. had hoped 
that the United States would be instructed by the 
experience of other nations. He flattered himself 
that they would have avoided such laws and prin- 
ciples, as had in their nature proved injurious to 
the rights and liberties of mankind. But, to his 
surprise, when he turned to the history of the 
British nation, and compared it with that of the 
United States, he saw that the Public Debt and 
excises of the former seemed to bear much re- 
semblance to those of the latter, and we are pur- 
suing the like wrong measures as they have done. 

Mr. Hittuouse readily admitted that all taxes 
were at first, in some degree, experimental. He 
had yesterday heard something from Mr. S. Smiru, 
which hurt him exceedingly. That gentleman 
had asserted that in drawing up the report from 
the select committee there had been a “ take in.” 
Now, he denied that there had been a “take in.” 
The report was fairly drawn, agreeably to the 
sense of the majority ef that committee. It had 
been said, that the report was a kind of compro- 
mise between the gentlemen in the committee, 
who were of opposite opinions. There could be 
no such thing as a compromise with the members 
who opposed these taxes. The opposition had 
been from the beginning too violent to admit of 
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7 compromise. In the last session, when the 
bill for these new taxes was first brought in, there 
had been a very peculiar vote upon it. It was at 
first proposed to refuse the bill a second reading. 
The same gentlemen had uniformly voted against 
it altogether, even after it had received amend- 
ments suggested by themselves. What was tobe 
expected trom such a committee as that? He 
wondered a that they did not advise a total re- 
peal of the bill. The same gentlemen who had 
objected to it in the select committee, were in the 
number of those who had voted against the bill 
in all its shapes. This was not a random asser- 
tion, for Mr. H. had examined the Journals, and 
now produced them to prove whathe said. With 
gentlemen so determined, it was impossible to ex- 
pect any compromise. As to the sugar duty be- 
fore the Committee, he thought that the mer- 
chants had much greater reason to complain of 
the two and-an-half per cent of additional im- 
post, than the sugar bakers of the two cents per 
pound on their manufacture. That any body should 
imagine (said Mr. H.) that two cents per pound 
of advance would reduce the consumption of re- 
fined sugar is astonishing to me! Have we not seen 
refined sugar at sixteen, eighteen, and twenty-two 
pence per pound, and did any body ever use the 
less of it when it rose in price? The fact is, that 
they never thought about the price of it at all, 
but purchasedsexactly what they wanted. Mr. 
H. considered that all thathad been said against the 
tax, as the most groundless clamor that could be 
conceived. He hoped that the House would take 
these taxes, and appropriate them as proposed in 
the report, and thus put it out of the power of any 
future Congress to repeal them, till they had put 
others in their place, unless such future Congress 
should make a breach of public faith, which Mr. 
H. did not see any reason to look for. It seems, 
that when once a tax has been appropriated by 
the Legislature to the discharge of any public 
burden, this tax cannot be taken off, even by the 
Legislature itself, without placing another to sup- 
ply its room. Mr. H. was, therefore, totally 
against the amendment. 

Mr. 8. Samira did not know whether he would 
be in order, (of which he would be glad to be in- 
formed from the Chair,) but if it was regular he 
should like to move the striking out of the whole 
resolution at once. [Mr. NicnoLas immediately 
rose and withdrew his motion to make room for 
this new one.] Mr. Smits then proceeded to 
make his amendment. He took the face of the 
law as it stood, and every body sees from the face 
of it, that itis but an experimental law. Why, 
then, wish to continue it before the experiment 
has been made.or when the little experience which 
has been had is directly against its continuation ? 
A gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Tracy] had 
said, that when a tax was known to be permanent 
manufacturers would make a more permanent ar- 
rangement for supporting the payment of it. The 
argument was strong, but unfortunately it proved 
too much, for it went alike against the repeal of 
every tax, since it was only to say, the manufac- 
turers would make a permanent arrangement. 
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The same gentleman [Mr. Tracy] alleges that 
nobody complains against the duty on refined su- 
gar,except the sugar-bakers of Philadelphia. The 
gentleman is wrong. The manufacturers at Bal- 
timore wanted to complain to Congress last session, 
but Mr. Smirn had hindered them from doing so, 
by representing to them that the law was only 
temporary ; but the present proposal, which, in 
fact, amounted to making the law perpetual, quite 
altered the case. As to the sugar-baker from New 
York, whose information had been advanced by 
Mr. Tracy, I breakfasted with that gentleman 
this morning, said Mr. S. He had been enabled 
to support the excise, by an accidentally cheap 
purchase of raw sugar, and by a new market for 
the commodity that had been found at Hamburg. 
But these advantages were temporary, and, in due 
time, the waierbiiie of New York would be re- 
duced toa level with those of Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. In the last of these places, the manu- 
facturers had this year sold their refined sugar at 
exactly the same price as they sold it last year, so 
that the two cents of excise were entirely out of 
their profits. It had been hinted that manufac 
turers should keep their stocks upon hand, till the 
market rose, but the sugar-bakers at Baltimore had 
not strength of capital to goon without selling off. 
He again adverted to the injustice of the proceed- 
ings of the Legislature. In the first place, large 
protecting duties had been imposed on the importa- 
tion of refined sugar. In the confidence of this 
protection, men of capital ewbarked in the manu- 
facture, which they never would have done but 
under the faith of this protection. As soon, how- 
ever, as you have them fairly engaged in the trade, 
you impose an excise duty, which, in reality, dif 
fers nothing from a repeal of the protecting duty 
Thus is the protection withdrawn, and thus is the 
public faith broken. As an apology for this kind 
of treatment, you stigmatize them with the name oi 
monopolisis, a name odious through the whole 
world. But the cause which Mr. 8S. was now 
pleading, did not concern the sugar-bakers only ; 
because, by the same reasoning, saddlers and shoe- 
makers, and every other sort of manufacturers, 
may expect, in their turn, to be excised. Mr. 5. 
had no duubt but we should soon have an excis¢ 
upon nails. The tax upon the importation of this 
article had called forth the genius of the people o! 
America; and, by means of a machine, we can, 
in this country, make nails cheaper, faster. and 
better, than any other nation can make them. The 
natura! progress of things, will be to tell the Ame- 
rican nailors that they also are monopolisis, a name 
universally detested, and then you go on to excise 
the genius that you have excited. The gentleman 
from Connecticut had supposed the case of a farm 
er coming from a foreign country to America, and 
that, after he had laid out his money on land, there 
should be imposed a land tax. But, Mr. S. affirm: 
ed, that the comparison was not fair. Govern 
ment had never pledged itself to such a man that 
no land tax would ever be imposed. The subject 
was open, entire and untouched; and the farmer, 
like other people, must take his chance of futurity, 
But the circumstance, of which Mr. S. complained, 
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was hig It had oats weitieesiond in America, 
that a sugar-bakery could not be supported, but by 
protecting duties against the importation of foreign 
refined sugar. Accordingly, such protecting du- 
ties had been imposed, and now, though they were 
not nominally repealed, the House were, in sub- 
stance, doing exactly the same thing, they were 
laying on an excise that shut up the business alto- 
gether. 

Mr. S. next proceeded toapologize for the warmth 
of some of his expressions yesterday. He certainly 
intended no disrespect to the select committee. 
He had not wished to insinuate that they prac- 
tised an intentional deception on the House, in 
framing the report. He was sorry that anything 
which he had said could admit of be ‘ing con- 
strued into a reflection. When he spoke of the 
printed estimates given in to the House, he had 
as little design to cast a censure upon the account- 
ing Officers. He was of opinion that few coun- 
iries were ever blessed with such officers. He 
felt the deepest regret that the Head of that 


Department, (Mr. Hamilton, present Secretary of 


the Treasury) was about to quit his situation. It 
would be long, he feared, before America could 
put another officer in his place equally fit for it. 
He then proceeded to review what he had said 
yesterday, on the subject of public accounts. He 
said that, when a person spoke upon figures, those 
who heard him were sometimes apt to think that 
he was in the wrong when he was in the right. 
He was often apt to be misunderstood, and se 
times, no duuvt, was himself wistak: My. 

said, that, yesterday, by an accident, of which cs 
did not wish to mention the particulars, and for 
which he was not in fault, five hundred thousand 
dollars had been inserted among his figures more 
than he knew of. He then went into a detail on 
the same subject as yesterday. He said that he 
still hoped to convince, the House, that there would 
be plenty of money to pay the whuie suias pro- 
posed, besides a large surplus, after striking out 
the second resolution. He then proceeded to 
an arithmetical discussion. [He was interrupted 
once or twice as being erroneous, by Mr. Hit.- 
House.| He remarke d, that the subject Was en- 
tirely new to him. He had never thought upon 


the estimate till yesterday, and he knew himself 


to be as liable to mistakes as any other man. He 
was perfectly open t6 correction and conviction; 
and as ready to be convinced as any gentleman on 
the other side of the question. 

When Mr. S. sat down, Mr. Dewxrer rose, and 
made a variety of observations. 

Mr. Sepewick, also,and Mr. Nicuo.as, entered 
into a dispute concerning some of the e: ileulations 
of Mr. S. Suir, 

Mr. Pace said, that he wished the motion had 
been to strike out the whole resolution. and that 
members who had spoken had been contented with 
showing, whilst they were up, why they could not 
agree to such a motion, and why they preferred 
the resolution to any other which could oceur to 
them; and that, had such a motion been rejected, 
then such aimendments had been proposed and 
considered as might occur to those who disapprove 
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of the original resolution; for then the resolution 
would have been open toa full and free examina- 
tion in the first instance, and every amendment 
considered in its turn; but,as the debate has been 
conducted, the attention of members has been dis- 
tracted, and called to such a varie ty of subjects 
that the debate has been confused and too much 
lengthened; and the amendment now proposed 
must confine members who regard order, from 
stating their opinions as fully as those who have 
spoken on the several preceding questions, and 
bave not confined themselvestoorder. I shall, how- 
ever. confine myself tothe consideration of the ques- 
tion immediately before us, whichis, in fact, whether 
manufactured sugar shall be excised till the year 
1801, for the purpose of raising a fund to pay off 
that part of the Debt of the United States, which 
pays an interest of six per cent. instead of being 
excised only till the end of the session of 1796, 
and applied to certain temporary purposes. As I 
voted against the excise on sugar in the last session, 
when it was stated as absolutely necessary on 
account of a pressing emergency, an expected 
war, and a consequent defaleation of the revenue 
which had been drawn trom impost and tonnage ; 
and then staied my objections as founded on the 
impropriety of taxing an infant valuable branch 
of manufacture, not only as impolitic, but as par- 
tial and inconsistent with the practice of Congress, 
which had been to encourage every branch of the 
manufactures of the United States; and even if 
there had not been this impropriety in the measure 
then, 1 thougut it unnecessary, because I saw no 
danger of being involved in a war: and if there 
had been sucli duager, I looked to less exception- 
able objects of taxation i cannot but vote now 
against an absolutely unnecessary continuance of 
thatexcise. I am every day confirmed in my opi- 
nion, that it is impolitic, unjust, and contrary to 
Republican principles, to select particular objects 
for taxation, as it must beget discontent. and may 
be abused to the ruin of individuals, who may be 
selected as persons on whom a burden of taxes 
shall fall; it isa temptation toa Legislature to 
an act of oppression; because, as in the case be- 
fore us, the persons injured are but few, and there- 
fore their complaints will be disregarded ; and it 
ray happen that some persons may not be af- 
fected by the duty on excise as others are, for per- 
sons with large capitals may be benefited, whilst 
the poorer manufacturers may be forced to aban- 
don the manufacture. The taxes of a Republic 
ought to bear equally on all its members; that is, 
in exact proportion to their property. I am re- 
strained by the question at present from saying 
anything respecting the excise on snuff, and the 
tax on licenses for retailing wines and spirituous 
liquors, on sales at auction, and on carriages, and 
therefore will only remark, that the duties and 
taxes enumerated in the resolution before us, are 
all highly exceptionable; and, therefore, no at- 
tempt ought now to be made to continue —— 
beyond the time to which they were limited ; 

strike out the whole resolution will be to consieill 
them according to their appropriation; to agree 
to the resolution will be an alteration of our ap- 
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propriation, and to apply an uncertain fund which 
was relied on in an emergency for temporary pur- 
poses, to an important permanent purpose, which 
must require the best known and most productive 
funds. IJ shall, therefore, vote for striking out the 
word “sugar,” and, indeed, the whole resolution. 

By this time it had been repeatedly moved that 
the Committee should rise, and the Chairman re- 
port progress, which was accordingly done, and 
the House immediately adjourned. 





Fripay, January 16. 


The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
in addition to the act entitled ‘ An act to regulate 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,” was read the third time, and or- 
dered to be committed to Mr. Kirrera, Mr. Hearn, 
and Mr. Irvine. 

A petition of William Martin, of North Yar- 
mouth, in the State of Massachusetts, was _pre- 
sented to the House and read, praying relief in the 
case of the schooner Fox, the property of an in- 
habitant of Nova Scotia, concerned in trade with 
the petitioner, which was seized by the Collector 
for the district of Portland, in the said State, as a 
foreign bottom, under thirty tons burden, import- 
ing articles from a foreign port, subject to the pay- 
ment of impost duties, contrary to the revenue 
laws of the United States. Also, a petition of John 
Montgomery and Thomas Smith, executors of the 
late Brigadier General Butler, deceased, who was 
killed in an engagement with the Indians, in No- 
vember, 1791, praying that the allowance granted 
to the widows and orphan children of officers who 
were killed or died in the service of the United 
States, during the late war, may be extended to 
the widow and orphans of the deceased. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the relief of 
Epaphras Jones and others; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time on Monday next. 

Mr. Samvue. Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented, a bill for the remission of the 
tonnage duties on certain French vessels; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to furnish this House with a state- 
ment of the amount of goods on which a duty of 
seven-and-a-half per cent. was paid, from the thir- 
tieth day of June, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-three, to the first day of July, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four; the amount 
on which ten per cent. was paid, for that period ; 
and the nett amount of duty on coal, and on coffee 
and cocoa, for the same time. 

Mr. Kirrera, from the committee to whom was 
committed the bill, sent from the Senate, entitled 
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“ An act in addition to the act entitled ‘ An act to 
regulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates, of the Militia of the Unit- 
ed States, when called into actual service, and for 
other purposes,” reported that the committee had 
had the said bill under consideration, and made 
no amendment thereto. . 

On the question that the said bill do pass, it was 
resolved in the affirmative. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, stating “ that, 

ursuant to the second section of the act establish- 
ing the Treasury Department, which expressly 
makes it the duty of the Secretary of the T'rea- 
sury to digest and prepare plans for the improve- 
ment and management of the revenue, and for the 
support of public credit, he has digested and pre- 
pared a plan, on the basis of the actual revenues, 
for the further support of public credit, which is 
ready for communication to the House of Repre- 
sentatives.” 

The said Letter was read. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be informed that this House is ready to receive 
the communication therein referred to. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of the 
committee appointed to prepare and report a plan 
for the reduction of the Public Debt. 

Mr. Frrzstmons entered into a series of calcu- 
lations, and endeavored to show that Mr. 8. Smrrn 
had not fully digested his Observations made yes- 
terday, on the subject of American finance. He 
also stated his reasons for preferring the present 
system of revenue toa directtax. A person could 
with much more ease pay two cents per pound on 
his refined sugar imperceptibly, as he made use of 
it, than the whole sum of that and other taxes of 
the same kind together, at the end of the year. 

Mr. Ames.—It would seem to be a trite, com- 
mon-place inquiry to ask whether Congress is sin- 
cerely and earnestly engaged in the work of re- 
ducing the Public Debt? Most persons present 
would consider the question as the insinuation o! 
a doubt equally illiberal and unwarranted. Every 
one would say, this article makes a part of my 
private creed, and of my publig duty. Yet, mere 
speculative opinions and empty wishes for the 
object will leave it unaccomplisned. The path 
to every great public good is obstructed with great 
obstacles, and, to surmount them, demands some 
vigor of exertion, some firmness of self-denial. 
The Debt, we are told, is unpopular, and this coun- 
try would differ from every other in the world, if 
the imposition of taxes is not so too. Yet, with- 
out efficient revenues, every one will see that the 
Government cannot reduce the Debt, and, there- 
fore, we have only to choose between evils, or ra- 
ther between the great evil of an undiminished 
Public Debt and the inconvenience of those cla- 
mors which taxes never fail to raise, though, hap- 
pily, no country, I believe, acquiesces more cheer- 
fally in the revenue laws than our own. 
Gentlemen ought not to be surprised or offend- 
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a if we think it at least nite that the diffi | 
culties in the way of a powerful operation on the 
Debt, may prove insurmountable. It is easy and 
natural to multiply doubts as to the plan of the 
reduction, as well as to inspire repugnance and 
apprehension of the taxes and other means of giv- 
ing it effect. A plan for reducing the Public Debt 
certainly means a great deal more than paying off 
$600,000, the redeemable part of the six per cent. 
stock, for once only, and then to drop it till an- 
other laborious and contentious effort of the Le- 
gislature shall have provided for a second pay- 
ment. Before we proceed to discuss points In 
which we disagree, | hope we may state this as 
one, and the groundwork of the whole, which, in 
theory, at least, unites all opinions, that we shall 
now settle a plan for applying year by year the 
whole strength of the revenues of the nation to 
paying off the Public Debt; that we shall sanc- 
tion this plan by law, and give it energy by pro- 
viding the funds for a sac red and unalterable ap- 
plication to the object. If the opposers of the re- 
port of the committee on the plan of reducing the 
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Debt are not willing to go this length, then they 
must confess they fall short of those with whom 
I am now acting, and who have usually, on ques- 
tions of revenue and finance, had my vote; and | 
confess, this is one of the few occasions in which 
I had hoped to see an emulation in this House for 
measures of efficiency and permanency. But that 
hope, however pleasing, is somewhat checked by 
the alarming recollection that public debts are in 
all States the objects of public concern and dread. 
In Europe. their vast amount has at last terrified 
those who hold the supreme power, as well as 
those who pay taxes. Yet, although they have 
long portended convulsion and ruin, have not na- 
tions and Governments nearly smothered their 
alarms, and, instead of rousing all their energies 
to subdue the evil, relapsed into a state of security 
and torpor ? Nay, have they not, by madly rush- 
ing into war, as we might lately have done, aug- 
mented the danger and hastened the shock of that 
earthquake, which, for an age past, has threatened 
to throw Europe back again into chaos? The 
nations seem to have outgrown their fears, or to 
despair of the remedy, as the inhabitants of Italy 
whistle unconcerned on the sides of Mount Etna, 
while it vomits fire, or plough the fields of Cala- 
bria while they shake under their feet. 

These are remarkable facts, and show that, in 
spite of universal fears and wishes, there is some 
powerful obstacle in the nature of man, or in the 
structure of society, that baffles the attempts of a 
nation to break out of the circle of enchantment 
and ruin. What is it? Probably this: that wars 
which create publie debts are almost always pop- 
ular, and taxes that would speedily wipe them 
out. are no less obnoxious. [| hope I shall be par- 
doned, if I say, and I would say it inoffensively, 
that the tone and sentiment of the opposition to 
the temporary taxes have not altogether convinced 
me that the United States are free from this com- 
mon malady of nations. 

It may be true, that we have less to dread from 
debt than some of the European nations. The 
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amount is comparatively axial an the progress 
of wealth and people is every day lessening the 
share that falls to an individual to be answerable 
for. The taxes, it may be said also, powerfully 
stimulate manufacturing industry, as well as in- 
crease our shipping, by their operation as protect- 
ing duties. But, although the husbandry, arts, 
and trade of the country have prospered under 
both debt and taxes; although, while the interest 
is duly paid, the creditors have no claim to the 
priacipal, yet the motives for hastening the reduc- 
tion of the public burdens are, notwiths tanding, so 
cogent and powerful, they cannot be resisted. “In- 
deed, to notice them ever so slightly, will, ina 
great measure, overpower the objections to the 
tax In question. 

[ am one of those who believe a nation ought 
to cherish public credit, for the same reason that 
it ought to have strength ; for, in critical situations, 
credit is strength, and the want of it may happen 
to be not only” weakness. but subjugation and ruin. 


| 
And it is my belief, that, although it may answer 


for a time to pay ‘the interest, -and neglect the 
principal, yet, at last, and in the course of affairs, 
it will appear that a nation which neglects to pay 
its debts will have no credit. That would be the 
case with an individual. Besides, if we neglect 
the interval of peace and prosperity to pay off, 
lessen, and, if possible, to extinguish the Debt, we 
cannot expect, for any length of time, to avoid the 
occasion of adding to it. We have had eleven 

years of peace, one-half of which term, for want 
of a Government, our Debt was augmenting, at 
least twelve or fifteen millions of dollars. It has 
been funded four years nearly, and less than three 
millions are yet paid off. Are we to hope for 
peace always? A blessing so great has been hith- 
erto denied, perhaps in benevolence as well as 
wisdom, to the prayers of devotion and the tears 
of philanthropy, and, from all we know of the na- 
ture and history of man, we have reason to be- 
lieve, if not to desire, that war will sometimes fall 
to the lot of a nation. Peace is the time to pre- 
pare for it, by extinguishing the burdens of the 
last war, by exhibiting, as a basis of present ex- 
ultation, and a ground of future confidence and 
credit, the novel : spectacle of a great nation which 
has freed itself from debt. 

There is an auxiliary motive, which I stated in 
the beginning of the debate. The funding of the 
Debt has unh: appily proved an occasion of division 
and jealousy in the country, and of acrimonious 
recriminations in public assemblies. The Debt 
was not augmented, it was diminished by funding, 
and almost none of the first Congress declared 
themselves opposed to funding the Debt. They 
resisted the assumption and some of the clauses of 
the bill. The sin and odium, therefore, of the 
Funding System, as a measure abstracted from 
the irredeemable quality, and the State debts, 
ought to have been shared among all the offend- 
ers, the Southern as well as the Northern mem- 
bers. Yet it has answered party purposes to re- 
present the Eastern members as the patrons of a 
system of paper influence, of Treasury corruption, 
of certificate nobility; that they have attempted 
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and succeeded to pervert and stretch the Consti 
tution, to organize and uphold systems of conceal- 
ed aristocracy ; that they deem the Debt, as it pro- 
motes these vile purposes, a blessing; that they 
made it to oblige one another, and will not part 
with it, lest the popular principles of our Govern- 
ment should prevail over the artificial and trea- 
cherous schemes and corrupt connexions which, 
as they derive their life from the Debt, must im- 
part life toit. I forbear, indeed I am unequal to 
the recital of all the infamies which have been 
vented on this subject. The language of insinua- 
tion and invective has been exhausted. The dic- 
tionary and vulgar language can add nothing to 
the opprobrium which has been attempted to be 
thrown on the friends of the revenue and finance 


nie. Do not the ears of gentlemen still tin- 
gle with these disgusting recollections? Can they 


think, without mingled emotions of indignation 
and surprise, how the labor has beea to represent 
the Eastern members as the authors, the cham- 
pions, of the advantages of a Funded Debt ; while 
every vehicle by which the public could be mis- 
led has teemed with declamation that the mem- 
bers from another part of the Union were exclu- 
sively zealous to extinguish this devouring fire of 
Public Debt that consumes the people and their 
liberties, that the same gentlemen were not con- 
senting to the Funding System, and that all their 
efforts have been hitherto baffled by the interested 
arts of the friends of paper corruption ? 

I neither know, nor have the arrogance to pre- 
tend to know, the inclinations of men’s hearts; 
but, when we are accused of keeping the Debt for 
influence and corruption; when our accusers af- 
fect to lament that they cannot be allowed to pro- 
secute a most powerful and even violent opera- 
tion for reducing the Debt, we have a right to say 
that we take the professions of these gentlemen as 
a ground for testing their consistency, if not their 
sincerity. When they proclaim their principles, 
we have possession of them, and have a right to 
indulge such comments, especially at the instant 
of bringing them to the touchstone, as I was in- 
duced to make on a former day’s debate. I own 
it, sir, I rejoiced to see these professions brought 
to the test; for, if it should not criminate the sin- 
cerity of those who make them, it would at least 
exculpate those who have so long been the objects 
of the most licentious invectives. It will len, 
in the teeth of calumny, that the Kastern mem- 
bers are advocates, and zealous ones, for the reduc- 
tion of the Debt. 

It is true, the opposers of the resolution are not 
bound to adopt the plan, nor to continue these very 
duties, but they are bound by more than common 
sanctions to go even beyond the description of per- 
sons whom they have accused, in some plan, and 
to provide other taxes. No puny operation, no 
half-way measures will do. They stand pledged 
for some strong system, some cflicient funds to 
bring into activity at least all the present revenue 
faculties of the country. It is, therefore, with the 
best reasons, and even on strong public considera- 
tions, that I repeat the observation which seemed 
to give offence onaformerday. The present mo 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Public Debt. 





1108 


(January, 1795, 


ment is the crisis of a political test. It gives an 
opportunity to one set of men, if they choose, to 
vindicate their consistency ; and we, sir, on the 
other, actually use it, not by profession, but by our 
conduct, to confound the accusations which have 
been thrown upon us. I rejoice in this moment 
on public account. It cannot but undeceive the 
citizens who have nourished jealousies and preju- 
dices. It cannot be unimportant to slay, with one 
stroke, the slanders, which the gentlemen from 
the Southern States have assured us have sprung 
from this source. The confidence and affections 
of the citizens is the best defence of the Constitu- 
tion; and we are told that this defence has been 
chiefly weakened by the misrepresentations which 
have been made of the intentions of Government 
to keep the Debt as an instrument of corrupt in- 
fluence. 
if the common object of both sides in this de- 
bate be really to reduce the Public Debt, what 
shall be the ‘len and the measure of the reduc- 
tion? Is it to pay off the redeemable part of the 
six per cent. stock, and to stop there? If so, then 
we shall go far beyond them. For, why should 
not the unsubscribed debt be paid off, the register- 
ed debt, the foreign debt, the deferred and three 
per cent. and even the temporary loans or antici- 
pation of the revenue, which, it is agreed, draw 
an interest of one hundred thousand dollars a year ? 
That bugbear, the irredeemable quality, so arti- 
ficially conjured up to terrify the country, opposes 
no obstacle to the redemption of all this great 
amount—a mass of debt far exceeding the most 
extravagant conjectures of the product of the re- 
venue for many years tocome. And here let m¢ 
observe, the argument almost solely opposed to the 
resolution is this: We have revenue enough, with- 
out the temporary taxes. Let it be allowed that 
we have, for argument’s sake, what follows? 'That 
we have too muuch revenue with the temporary 
taxes. Willour money rust in the Treasury chest 
for want of debt to employ it upon? Shall we 
not make greater progress with all the present 
taxes than with only a part of them? Is ita time 
to refuse the aid of these temporary taxes when 
we are finding out a new way for employing the 
product? Shall we, with any color of wisdom, 
go on at the same instant to extend our expense: 
and to diminish the income of the taxes? The 
argument that these taxes are not wanted is ut- 
terly hostile to the professions we make of paying 
off the public burdens as fast as possible. If the 
statement to support this reasoning is true, it Is 
not so much an objection as an encouragement to 
our progress in the plan, as it proves, by the docu- 
| ments adduced on one side, that the other has 
under-reckoned the calculations of success. 
It might seem, therefore, a superfluous labor to 
| show that the Treasury will probably stand in 
need of the temporary taxes for this operation, 
since it is all the better if it should not. But, by 
showing it, at least, it will prove the necessity 0! 
assenting to the resolution, if we would have the 
Public Debt reduced. 
It is infinitely to be regretted that the facts re 
lating to the Income and Expenditure of the Unit 
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ed States are so much in dispute. The law, and,| Military Department, including mili- 

because it is a law, it ought to be a rule of con-| tary pensions - - 1,500,000 
duct for the House, requires it of the Secretary | Naval Department — - - 400,000 
of the Treasury to digest and prepare plans for} Light-house establishment — - - 24,000 
the improvement of the public revenue, and rela~| Excess of income beyond expenditure 726,000 
ting to the public credit ; and, if such information —— 
had been called for, it would have throwna strong $6,350,000 
light upon many points which have been contest- —— 
ed, because they were in the dark. Indeed, at| If (said Mr. A.) we apply six hundred thousand 
every step in business of revenue and finance, a| dollars to redeem the redeemable part of the six 
deliberative assembly will find itself embarrassed ;| per cent. stock, we shall have only one hundred 
darkness will hide the path. I think as respect-| and twenty-six thousand dollars. 

fully of this assembly as I ought, and perhaps as Will any one deny that this dependence is un- 
highly as any member of it, yet I hesitate not to | safe? that, at any rate, the operation is frittered 
say, that no assembly ought thus to reject the in-| down to a contemptble scale? If trade should 
formation which our own law makes it the duty | fluctuate, as it may to a very considerable degree, 
of the Treasury Department to furnish. We often | as much as it never fails to do after a raging war 
hear of the duty of a Republican to respect the | has terminated; if the reduced price of our ex- 
law, and yet, in the teeth of this law, we are ex-| ports, which, on the event of peace, is inevitable, 
horted to stop our ears against all communications | should reduce our imports, and that is the most 
on these subjects trom the Treasury. I am not| natural effect in the world; if new expenses, to 
ashamed to say, [ have need of the information, | which all affairs are liable, should arise, even this 
and I see that others dispute on facts which show | puny plan of reducing our Debt would be arrested 
their want of it. Itis stiictly Executive business, in its progress. 


which, according to the correct theory of ourCon-| The statement I have submitted, rejects frac- 
stitution, ought not to be usurped by this House. | tions, and makes no pretensions to absolute cor- 
Executive officers, on their respoasibility, ought | rectness. In substance, however, it exhibits such 
to furnish it. The details of a great nation’s mo-|a view of our Income and Expenditure, as I be- 
ney affairs are too complex, too vast, too much a} lieve, cannot be invalidated. 
science, for any committee toembrace in a report,| It has been insisted that the question is not on 
if they should have the good fortune to understand | the repeal of the temporary taxes, and therefore 
them. I will not, therefore, under the disadvanta- | the argument is misapplied. This is merely an 
ges which I believe are common to others as well | evasion gof the force of it; for is it not the very 
as myself, pretend to make a systematic parade of | question before us, whether we will adopt a plan 
figures. for the reduction of the Public Debt, and whether 
If we reckon on the revenue in 1793 as a ground | we will apply to the yearly operation of that plan 
of calculation for future years, we shall have some | till the year 180i these very taxes? The end is, 
guide for our conjectures. Those who choose to | at least, in appearance, agreed on, and we are now 
imagine a vast increase of income from taxes, in| looking for the means of effecting it. This is, 
future, may be answered in a word. It is conjec-| therefore, precisely the moment to choose or re- 
ture—1793 was a year of uncommon importation. | ject these taxes as the means; and in order to in- 
French property was brought here in almost every | duce us to reject them, have not those who sa 
vessel, on account of the war with England and | the repeal is not in debate, insisted the taxes al- 
the troubles of the French islands. This swelled | luded to are unfit means; that they are dangerous 
the nominal amount of our imports, and, as much | to liberty, because they are in the nature of excises, 
of this property has been re-exported, it again di-| dangerous to manufactures, which should not be 
minished the supposed product of the duties by | taxed in their infancy ; oppressive, and ruinous ? 
the allowance for drawbacks; yet, on the whole, | and yet they urge the repeal is not brought ever 
it was a productive year, and it could not be|so remotely under consideration; nay, they tell 
thought unfair to reckon our steady yearly in-| us, after all this. they were passed on experiment, 
come, according to that year, 1793. and they reserve to themselves to wait the result of 
Mr. A. then produced a statement of Income | that trial. Are they who so loudly condemn the 
and Expenditure, viz : temporary revenues, and on such serious grounds, 
INCOME. affecting to waver, and to keep in balance till the 
Duties on imports and tonnage, nett - $5,500,000 | end of the term for which they were appointed to 
On internal objects — - : 780,000 | operate 2? One advocate for experiment assured 
Nett produce of the Post Office 20,000 | us, in the last session, when they passed, that now 
Surplus of dividends on bank stock - 50,000 liberty was lost forever. Does he desire time to 
-—————— | bring himself to a liking of these assassins of li- 
$6,350,000 berty 2 
————=| LI waive the idea of the known condescension 
_ EXPENDITURE. which produced the limitation of these acts to 
Interest on Public Debt, foreign and two years. Let the full force of the plea so often 
domestic = - a" : - $3,100,000 | urged that they were passed on trial, be essayed. 
On temporary Loans - . - 100,000 | For whom was the experiment intended, for the 
Support of Government - - 500,000 | public or for the sugar-refiners and snuff-makers, 
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and was it to prove that they like or do not like 
the tax? Did any one who saw their committee 
expect they would in two years prefer the tax to 
no tax? Or was the experiment intended for 
other reasons? If the money was not likely to 
be wanted at all, it would be one good cause for 
dropping the taxes; or if the mode of levying the 
tax was new and uncertain, it would be proper to 
limit the act in order to produce a revision and 
improvement of it in that respect. Was the 
limitation tacked to the bills to see whether they 
were proper objects of taxation? And was it 
really doubtful whether snuff and loaf sugar were 
proper to be taxed? What could be more proper? 
One is the most trivial of all luxuries, and the 
other (loaf sugar) is almost if not quite exclu- 
sively consumed by the class of citizens who 
have some pretensions to wealth. Yet when we 
press hard for a substitute, instead of the snuff 
and sugar revenue, we are with a face of solem- 
nity advised to tax the land. May I trust my 
senses? Is it possible for persons to call the taxes 
on snuff and loaf sugar oppression, and the land- 
tax relief? Is it possible to think of taking the 
tax from the snuff-box and the tea-pot, to put it 
on the plough? 

If, however, that is intended, as gentlemen as- 
sure us it is, there is no time to be lost. It will 
take two years to organize such a tax, and get it 
into the Treasury. If a land-tax is to be the sub- 
stitute, the question therefore really is, shall we 
repeal the taxes in question? If there had been 
any doubt before, there can be none in the opinion 
of those who prefer the land-tax. ‘ 

The interests of the manufacturer have been 
strenuously urged, and no one would listen with 
more attention to any suggestion of injury on 
their part. If there is any point on which I am 
more an enthusiast than another, it is on the 
policy and duty of encouraging manufactures, 
and on every occasion where their interests have 
appeared to be affected, my voice has been 
heard. 

But how is the suggested injury to happen? Is 
the capital of the manufacturer drawn from them 
to pay the duties? The case of those who pay 
duties is the reverse. The credits allowed are 
such as to leave the public money in their hands. 
Their complaints on that head, if they have any, 
may be easily satisfied by extending the term of 
credit. 

Another allegation is, that the consumption of 
the articles is diminished in consequence of the 
duty. One of the snuff-manufacturers assured 
me they were not so weak as to imagine the con- 
sumers would not repay them. Will the con- 
sumers of loaf sugar be terrified by the exorbi- 
tant duty of two cents to do violence to their 
habits and deny themselves loaf sugar? Will 
they treat their friends with brown sugar? Of 
all tyrants fashion is the most inexorable. I tell 
the gentlemen who dread the brown sugar re- 
form, it is not possible. It is not creditable to 
substitute brown sugar in place of loaf, in conse- 
quence of the price, any more than for the same 
gentlemen to wear frocks and trousers and leath- 
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ern aprons on account of the impost on superfine 
cloth. 

There is one other view of the interests of the 
manufacturers. Possibly the mode of levying 
the tax may be inconvenient and ‘vexatious. | 
that be the case, who doubts the readiness of 
Congress to conciliate the interests and even the 
prejudices of the concerned? Surely not those 
who remember with what extreme  solicitude 
Congress attempted to reconcile the country to 
the excise. Surely those who oppose the taxes 
will not expect the Eastern members, where 
manufactures are the most extensive and numer- 
ous, to be opposers of any plan of accommoda. 
tion of the manufacturers. They are perfect), 
sure, and ever have been, of our concurrence in 
such amendments, and why would they wish to 
keep the laws hung up in uncertainty for two 
years ? 

Is it to secure the power of the next Congress 
and why not of the next Congress after that 
which perhaps may be better still?) And why on 
that ground should any law be passed to continue 
longer than an Almanac? Is this the idea to be 
inculeated of the reign of laws, that gentlemen 
tell us by passing an act for more than two years, 
we part with our power; and what is the import 
of this new-fashioned jargon of a power over 
the laws, instead of the power of the laws? The 
power to pass laws is not a personal prerogative. 
itisa public trust, and when the common good. 
when the attainment of a great advantage for our 
country, such as the progressive reduction of the 
Debt, requires a law for ten years, or even longer, 
is it an argument to say that thus we may lose 
our personal importance and prerogative ? 

Shifting, unsteady laws, are a public evil, and 
they are always felt as such by the dealers in th 
taxed articles. The first effect of a tax is a littl 
to stagnate and derange the business of the deal- 
ers, but soon the current finds its way again, and 
the tax becomes a part of the price, a part o/ 
the settled order of things, which a hasty repeal 
would derange anew. This argument, it is said 
requires that all resource laws should be perma 
nent. Where there is a permanent occasion for 
taxes, and the proper objects of taxation are 
known to be selected, the fluctuation of the rev- 
enue laws would be an evil, and therefore it would 
be proper to make them permanent. But when 
the call for taxes is temporary, or the mode of 
collection untried, the limitation of the bill to a 
short period may be no less proper. This obje: 
tion therefore deserves little attention. 

One objection is scarcely intelligible. Why 
will you urge the permanency of taxes for tem 
porary objects, vials as war establishments, fri 
gates, &c.? The answer is, the appropriation |s 
intended for the Debt; for an object that will last, 
we fear, much longer than the year 1801, the 
term proposed for the taxes. The taxes are not 
to be made permanent, nor are the objects of their 
application temporary. The objectors are wrong 
in fact. 

They are no less mistaken in principle. The 
temporary taxes were, during the last session 
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charged with an appropriation of twelve hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and one million of dollars 
also, for the foreign intercourse. These sums are 
to be satisfied out of the product of the tempo- 
rary taxes, and the Presipenr is authorized by 
law to borrow on the credit of those funds. The 
public faith is solemnly pledged, and in express 
words, (see the appropriation act passed the ninth 
of June, 1794,) to provide for the principal and 
interest out of the proceeds of these very taxes, 
or to substitute other adequate funds in their 
stead. These taxes are charged in this manner 
by law, and if we refuse to renew the acts, we are 
sacredly bound to provide substituted revenues. 

Every one knows that these taxes will not free 
themselves from the charge in the two years. 

How then can gentlemen prevail upon their 
good sense to assert, that, by continuing the tax 
laws, the manufacturers are deluded and deceived, 
when the cause and necessity for such continu- 
ance appears on the face of the statute book? 
How, above all things, can they say, that it isa 
breach of the public faith to extend them to 1801, 
when, unfortunately for the sufferer, the public 
faith is in express words pledged to continue 
them, or to provide other funds? The assertion 
has been a subject of no little curiosity, under cir- 
cumstances so singularly adapted to its confuta- 
tion. 

My own view of the importance of hastening the 
reduction of the Debt, has led me to suggest an- 
swers to as many of. the objections as I can re- 
collect. I notice them as they happen to occur to 
me. One appea! to our pity is made on the score 
that sugars have risen, and that it is cruel to 
choose this time for the tax. Why not choose it if 
the tax will fall, as others do, on the consumers ? 
Do the same objectors desire a relinquishment of 
the duty on molasses because it is dear, and yet 
the manufacture of New England rum is unfor- 
tunately, from various causes, in a languishing 
state? Foreign goods are dear, and yet they are 
taxed. All articles are become dear, and the 
blind rule contended for would be doubly wrong, 
if adopted on account of its necessary partiality. 

If we regard the experience of other nations, 
we shall not find cause to dread the destruction 
of manufactures in consequence of taxes. Is 
England exempted from them, and yet where do 
they flourish more? The truth is, in an increas- 
ing, thriving society, the taxes are absorbed and 
distributed over the whole mass of the commu- 
nity. No problem has been oftener debated than 
where the taxes ultimately fell, and yet expe- 
rience has invariably refuted the gloomy antici- 
pations of interested theory. The language that 
infant manufactures are not to be crushed, is 
more declamatory than correct. They are not to 
be crushed; nor will the manufactures of snuff 
and loaf sugar fall, if the operation of the tax 
should be like that of other taxes, or of similar 
taxes in other countries. 

But is it really desired wholly to exempt the 
loaf sugar from tax, now the duty on the foreign 
article has secured an effectual monopoly to the 
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the foreign loaf sugar, and nothing on the home 
made? If the price should in that event keep up, 
the consumers would still pay the tax, after its 
repeal. although the money would not go into the 
Treasury, but into the pockets of the refiners. I 
wish their prosperity, but they are too candid and 
patriotic to desire such an advantage. 

A great object is before us, and if, after all, its 
attainment shall appear to be obstructed by much 
seeming and some real difficulty and embarrass- 
ment, still we owe it to our country, as well as to 
our Own engagements, to proceed. Let us en- 
deavor to overcome the prejudices of the over- 
apprehensive, and to conciliate the interests of 
the manufacturers with that of the public. In 
our other taxes we suppose it is done, and why 
should it be despaired of in this case? Greater 
difficulties than any that a calm and unpreju- 
diced mind will discern in the plan before us 
ought to be expected, and readily acquiesced in, 
rather than to abandon the great object of freeing 
the nation from debt. It is worth some exertion 
and sacrifice. If we should effect it, any hopes of 
the destinies of our Government would brighten. 
There is nothing in the magnitude of the Debt to 
discourage us, and still less in the prosperous cir- 
cumstances and good dispositions of our citizens. 
It depends on ourselves whether we realize their 
expectations by acting in conformity with our 
own professions. 

Mr. S. Smrru. Mr. Chairman, the resolution 
on your table reads thus: 

“ Resolved, That there be appropriated out of the re- 
venues a sum not exceeding $600,000, to be applied 
to the payment of two dollars on every one hundred 
dollars of the amount of that part of the Public Debt, 
which bears an interest of six per cent.” 

This resolution has passed the Committee unani- 
mously. On what principle then does the gentle- 
man (Mr. Ames) pretend to doubt our intention 
to provide funds to sink that proportion annually 
of the Public Debt? I conceive myself commit- 
ted. and if | cannot prove that we have resources 
sufficient, without continuing the laws described 
in the second resolution, I will, however I dislike 
them, vote for the resolution. The only subjects 
before the Committee is to provide funds to sink 
annually the $600,000. The question then re- 
solves itself to this: Is the revenue of the United 
States sufficient to meet the $600,000 per annum, 
in addition to the ordinary and known expendi- 
tures ? Or, does it stand in need of the assistance 
of those excises now under consideration? The 
gentleman says, it requires their assistance, and 
states an account when, after paying the $600,000, 
he leaves a balance of only $126,000. If the gen- 
tleman believes in his own statement, he must 
provide more funds, for surely he would not leave 
the Treasury with only $126,000 to meet contin- 
gencies, and to pay off that variety of debt that 
he boasts a desire to discharge. The gentleman 
will do well to confine himself to the subject in 
question, that is, to provide for the $600,000. On 
this subject he has supplied us with useful inform- 
ation. He says that he has this morning re- 


home refiners? Shall the four cents remain on! ceived a statement from the Treasury, which 
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makes the nett amount of the duties in 1793, on 
imposts and tonnage, to be $5,500,000, and that he 
will always prefer facts to estimates. There we 
agree. ‘This fact gives $500,000 in favor of my 
estimate, for I had calculated on $5,000,000 only. 
It was surprising that the gentleman did not make 
use of other facts, instead of suppositions, which 
he could have had without going to the Treasury, 
viz: In 1793, (his year, ) the Civil List cost $358,241. 
The gentleman has charged it at $500,000. Ano- 
ther fact: In 1793, the Military Establishment, in- 
cluding pensions, cost $1,212,531. The gentleman 
charges that item at $1,500,000. But, sir, there is 
another item of very considerable importance, 
which the gentleman seems totally to have forgot- 
ten, thatis,“Anactlayingadditional duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise,” passed last session, com- 
menced operation the Ist July, 1794, and which is 
estimated in the report before us to yield $500,000, 
but which I have stated will produce $750,009 





Add error in Civil List, . - 141,759 
Sum in Military Establishment, - 287,469 
Balance made by Mr. Ames, 126,000 

$1,305,228 


which makes a balance, after paying the $600,000, 
of 1,305,228, from which deduct $380,000 contem- 
plated to be raised by the excises, and there will 
remain for contingencies and for purchases of the 
Debt, (by the gentleman’s own,system, and surely 
a good one, of taking fact instead of estimates for 
our guide,) the nett sum of $925,228, being about 
$440,000 more than I had stated. What reason 
then, at this time, for continuing those laws longer 
than their time, say until June, 1797, and the end 
of the next session thereafter, against which time 
they will more than pay off the sums for which 
they stand appropriated? For instance, all the re- 
venues to be raised by laws passed last year, were 
appropriated to pay sundry sums amounting to 
$1,292,137. Two years of the excises in question 
are estimated to nett $760,000. One year of the 
additional duties passed last session, if it yields 
but $533,000, will satisfy the whole appropriation 
on those laws. It has been said, that 1 have not 

rovided for payment of the bank instalments of 
$200,000, which must commence in 1796. I an- 
swer that the select committee had not reported 
on it. I took the documents they had furnished 
the House for my government. However, I now 
answer, that the estimate on your table shows a 
balance at the close of the year 1795, of $510,000, 
with which they may pay two and a half years 
bank instalment if necessary, and, if our funds 
should not be found adequate in 1797, we must 
either continue those laws then expiring or sup- 
ply some other funds; however, I believe that no 
man can think the funds will be inadequate. It 
is said, that I am willing to commit the Govern- 
ment for the sum wanted, and to depend on sav- 
ings to pay. I say that I bring forward solid 
funds, but I will go farther, and establish the pay- 
ment by appropriating the revenue arising from 
the imposts laid last session, which nobody will 
doubt being sufficient. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. W. 
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Smirxj has said, and has been supported by a 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that Government 
having encouraged manufactures by protecting 
duties, have a fair and just right to lay excises on 
such manufactures, so as to pay for the revenue 
that Government might have gained, had the ar- 
ticles continued to be imported. This declaration 
is fair, is candid, and if the system levying excise 
on the manufactures of sugar and snuff should be 
continued until 1801, then those who commence 
any manufactories in future will not have a right 
to complain, the intention of Government being 
thus made public. But if this is the system we 
are to adopt, why not at once lay an excise on 
all manufactures where the protecting duty has 
enabled the manufacturer to exclude importation ? 
Why not lay excises on the following, who have 
excluded the importing of similar articles, and 
who equally may be said to have obtained a mo- 
nopoly of the supply of their respective goods ? viz: 
Rope-makérs, saddlers, boot-makers, shoe-makers, 
tanners, curriers, ship-builders, carvers, cabinet- 
makers, coach-makers, and’ a variety of others. 
Or, why not lay an excise on the following, who 
have in many States obtained the same kind ot 
monopoly ? viz: Sail duck-makers, paper-makers, 
nailors, cotton-manufacturers, glass-makers, hat- 
ters,watch and clock-makers, brush-makers, cheese- 
makers, twine-spinners, brewers, and a variety of 
others? My neighbor [Mr. Goopunue]} whispers, 
because sugar and snuff are luxuries. Granted— 
yet are they considered necessary by those who 
use them; and I ask that gentleman whether 
sugar has not become more necessary to him 
than any thing that can be furnished by either 
the carver, cabinet-maker, coach-maker, cheese- 
maker, or even the brewer? No, Mr. Chairman, 
I will tell you the true reason—because it would 
have been unpopular and alarming. Begin with 
two objects called luxuries, whose manufactories 
are not more than thirty-four in the Union—they 
are so few they will not be heard. But the pre- 
cedent once obtained, we can proceed to levy an 
excise upon all or any other manufacture; for one 
precedent is worth one hundred fine-spun reasons. 
Sir, the cause of the sugar-bakers and snufl- 
makers is that of all and every other manufac- 
turer, for all are attacked through them. 

Mr. Mapison did not think that the turn which 
the debate had taken was at all a proper one. 
The question before the House was only this: 
whether it was at present proper to prolong the 
taxes comprehended in the resolution ? The House 
can, for this time, go on without deciding the 
point. The proper statement of the question 
hereafter woul perhaps be, whether it was bet- 
ter to proceed with excising all those articles of 
manufacture mentioned by the gentleman from 
Maryland, or to lay one general and efficient tax 
on property. The present taxes consisted of two 
sorts, viz: permanent, as the impost, &c., and 
temporary, as the excises in question. The per- 
manent taxes could therefore be applied to the 
permanent object of reducing the Public Debt; 
and the temporary taxes to the temporary object, 
as the Military Establishment, &c. Instead ol! 
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the question asked whether the Public Debt could 
be discharged by taxes for two years, it would be 
as proper toask whether a Military Establishment 
to which no appropriations could be Constitu- 
tionally made for more than two years, ought to 
be provided for by taxes of indefinite continu- 
ance? He did not deny that there might bea 
reversionary appropriation of such taxes to the 
Public Debt, alter the temporary purpose should 
have expired. But the practicability of such an 
arrangement was not a sufficient answer to the 
objections against making permanent new taxes 
uncertain in their product, contested in their prin- 
ciples, and which had been adopted under other 
circumstances for other purposes. 

The present subject, he said, in relation to the 
discharge of the Public Debt, had in every view 
been extremely magnified. Its importance lay, 
he thought, chiefly in its leading the attention of 
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the Committee to a comparison of the two gen- 


eral resources for paying off the Public Debt, | 


namely, excises and taxes apportioned on the sever- 
al States according to the Constitutional rule, and 
collected from individuals according to their pro- 
hth If nothing more was intended than mere- 
y to pay the annual two per cent. which the 
funding law permitted Congress to pay, it was 
probable the impost alone might yield a compe- 
tent surplus, without resorting either to excises, 
or apportioned taxes. But if, as was professed, and 
as, he hoped, was intended, a great and effective 
lan was to be sought after, for the purpose of 
reeing the public from the evil of the Debt with 
as much despatch as possible, we must then face 
the alternative of a system of excises, or of a 
general tax on property. Between these different 
modes of revenue, a choice was to be made. He 
pressed it on the attention of the Committee, that 
if excises were to be preferred, it was in vain to 
hope they could be limited to a few trifling sub- 
jects, such as munufactured snuff and_ sugar. 
They must be extended to all the manufactures 
mentioned by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
S. Smira.}| The whole country would be cov- 
ered in fact with excises. Every manufactory 
must be made to contribute, and even then it 
would not be possible to draw forth as much rev- 
enue as would be paid in the other mode. He 
was aware that objections and prejudices existed 
against a tax laid on property. He regretted that 
such a difference of opinion prevailed, not only 
in Congress, but in different parts of the Union, 
on this subject. He was persuaded, nevertheless, 
that a tax on property was not only a more eco- 
nomical, and in every respect a more eligible re- 
source, than a general system of excises, yielding 
the same amount of revenue, but that, on the 
whole, a majority of the people of America would 
be found less averse to it. He could speak with 
confidence on this point, as far as his own com- 
munications extended. Much, he thought, of the 
dislike to a tax on property might be removed by 
taking different objects in different States, as 
might be most convenient or acceptable to them. 

This was perfectly consistent with the Consti- 
tution, which did not require uniformity in this 
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instance. In some States a tax on land, in others 
a tax on other articles of property, or partly cn 
land and partly on other articles, might be most 
satisfactory; and the tax laws of the States would 
always assist in digesting the regulations for the 
purpose. He supposed that if this course should 
be taken, a million, or even two millions, of dol- 
lars or more, could be raised in a year, and that 
the people would be willing to make such an ex- 
ertion, rather than be saddled with a permanent 
Debt; whereas he did not believe thai an excise 
system, if extended to every article manufactured 
in the country, could be made to produce any 
thing like such a sum. If, however, he was de- 
ceived in this point, and a general system of ex- 
cises adequate to the purpose should be proposed, 
and it should be apparent that the general dispo- 
sition was more favorable to such a system than 
to a tax apportioned in the manner prescribed in 
the Constitution, he was ready to give up his 
ubjections. Much as he disliked excises, he 
thought a perpetual Public Debt a still greater 
evil. But he should much prefer another system, 
and he repeated the caution, that the alternative 
was not between a tax on property, and the petty 
excises in question, which could not be felt in the 
work of sinking the Debt; but between such a 
tax and excises spread over a sufficient number of 
manufactures to produce an equal sum of rev- 
enue. He again also suggested to the attention 
of the Committee that the question was, not 
whether the laws should be repealed, but whether 
they should remain as they stood till their merit 
could be better known, and the whole subject be 
more fully taken up; and that all that was at this 
time aimed at with respect to the Debt, would be 
attained by allotting the temporary part of the 
revenue to temporary purposes. 

Mr. W. Smirn and Mr. Dayton also spoke 
each a few words. The Committee then rose, 
the Chairman reported progress, and the House 
adjourned. 


Monpay, January 19. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Epaphras 
Jones and others, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing the plan referred to in his Letter of the six- 
teenth instant, for the improvement and manage- 
ment of the public revenue, together with sundry 
statements, marked A, B, C, D, E, and F, relative 
thereto; which were read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire and report on the expediency of erecting a 
light-house near the entrance of the harbor of 
Georgetown. in the State of South Carolina. 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. WiL- 
Liam Smiru, Mr. Grove, and Mr. Benron. 





Turspay, January 20. 
A petition of Tobias Lord, and others, of Ken- 
nebunk, in the State of Massachusetts, was pre- 
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sented to the House and read, praying to be reim= 
bursed the expense of erecting a stone pier at the 
entrance of Kennebunk river; and for that pur- 
pose, as well as to keep the same in repair, that 
they may be authorized to collect tonnage on ship- 
ping of a certain burden, which shall pass or re- 


pass the same. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Goopuur, Mr. Van ALueN, and Mr. Warp; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 


port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 


A petition of Francis Proctor, late Captain of 
a company of artillery raised by the State of 


South Carolina, praying that such allowance may 
be made him for recruiting a number of soldiers 
for the Continental Army, and for hardships and 
injuries sustained while a prisoner taken by the 
enemy, when in the actual service of the United 


States, during the late war, as to the wisdom of 


Congress shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said petition, together with 
the petition of William Seymour, presented the 
13th of March last, and the report of a commit- 
tee thereon, and the petition of Sarah Beacham, 


returned on the 3lst ultimo, by the Secretary of 


War, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appoint- 
ed, presented a bill to repeal part of the act, enti- 
tled “An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
exportation of arms and ammunition, and encou- 
raging the importation of the same;” which was 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was committed the bill sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled “An act to authorize the settlement 
of the claim of Samuel Prioleau,” made a report, 
which was read. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said bill and report be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Goopuug, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act to provide more effectually for the col- 
lection of the duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels;” which was read 
twice, and committed. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole House, on the bill supplementary to 
the act “for enrolling and licensing ships or ves- 
sels to be employed in the coasting-trade and fish- 
eries, and for regulating the same;” and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and 
reported several amendments thereto. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie.on the table. 

Mr. Wituiam Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed to inquire and report on the expediency 
of erecting a light-house near the entrance of the 
harbor of Georgetown, in the State of South Ca- 
rolina, made a report; which was read, and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the report of the Commit- 
tee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
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of Joab Stafford; and, after some time spent there- 


in, the Committee rose and reported a resolution, 
which was twice read and agreed to by the House 
as follows: 

Resolved, That all persons who have been, or 
shall be, placed on the pension list of the United 
States, by virtue of the law passed on the 28th oj 
February, 1793, entitled “An act to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions,” shall be deemed to 
commence the receipt of their respective month- 
ly allowances, at the date of their completing 
their testimony before the Commissioners why 
took the same; that no arrears, in any case, be al 
lowed; and that the payment of such monthly 
allowance be continued during the continuance: 
of such disability. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pu: 
suant to the said resolution, and that the Commit 
tee of Claims do prepare and bring in the same. 


PROTECTION OF THE FRONTIERS. 


Mr. Frrzsimons laid on the table the following 
motion: 


“ Resolved, That the President be requested to caus: 
to be laid before the House a plan for the defence ani 


protection of the frontier of the United States, and in- 


cluding the number of troops necessary for garrisoning 
the same.” 

Mr. Mapison hoped that the gentleman did no 
mean to press the consideration of his motion thi 
day. It was of great novelty and magnitude. M: 
M. doubted if it was agreeable to the Constitution 

Mr? VENABLE thought that so many motions o| 
this kind would abridge the business of the Hous: 
One day the Secretary of War sends us directions 
the second day, the Secretary of the Treasury 
sends us directions; a third day, we are to hav 
directions from another Department, and so on 
He hoped that the House would do their own bu 
siness themselves. 

The question was then put, Shall the Hous 
now proceed to consider this motion? 

Mr. Page did not think himself in want of th 
information referred to in this resolution. He wa 
entirely averse to establishing of posts. If they 
are weak, the Indians will cut them off: if strong. 
they will pass through between them. Any mone) 
laid out on them he should consider as cast awa) 

Mr. Dayton could not give his assent to th: 
resolution offered by Mr. Frrzsimons, because 1! 
encroached upon the Constitutional powers, right 
and duties of the Presipen'r, and because it called 
for information which it would not be prudent or 
safe for him to give, nor practicable, even if 1! 
were safe. To call upon the Presipenr to diges' 
and lay before the House a systematic plan whic): 
he must thereby in some measure pledge himse!! 
to adhere to, for the present year, for the defence: 
of the frontiers; to request of him to inform th: 
Representatives in what manner he intended 
exercise the discretion which the Constitution had 
vested in him as the Executive, was highly im- 
proper, and ought never to be drawn into prece- 
dent. Mr. D. added, that the resolution was ob- 


jectionable in every possible light in which 
could be viewed. It would be very imprudent & 
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declare to the world the exact number of men 
which were to compose every garrison through- 
out our extensive frontiers and country. It would 
likewise be impossible for any man, even the Pre- 
siDENT himself, to decide, at this time, where it 
might be necessary to erect forts and establish 
garrisons, in the interval of time between this and 
the next session of Congress. The reasons against 
the measure appeared to Mr. D. sufficiently strong, 
even without taking into consideration the yet 
unsettled state of our negotiations with Britain, 
and the continuance of Indian hostilities, which 
would give to them additional strength, and of 
themselves furnish irresistible objections, if no 
other existed. 

Mr. Parker would be glad to get such inform- 
ation. He saw nothing presumptuous or uncon- 
stitutional in asking this opinion; and he also 
thought the present a fit time for doing so. If the 
PRESIDENT, who, like other men, was fallible, gave 
wrong advice, the House had only to act for them- 
selves. Where we find him right, | hope (said 
Mr. P.) that we shall support him; where we find 
him wrong, we will be cautious of adopting his 
opinions. He thought it particularly requisite to 
fix this business of the frontier, as far as it can be 
done, before entering upon the subject of the 
Public Debt; that we may learn, as near as pos- 
sible, the amount of the expense to be incurred. 

Mr. Boupinor did not object to the Constitu- 
tionality of the resolution, but he had much doubt 
of its propriety. He moved, as an amendment, to 
strike out the first clause of the resolution, and 
instead of “the Presipent,” to read, “that a com- 
mittee be appointed to report on the subject.” 

Mr. Firzsimons said, that a committee which 
went to the same thing had been appointed al- 
ready. He withdrew his resolution. 


Wepnespay, January 21. 


Mr. Dexter, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for reviving certdin suits and pro- 
cess which have been discontinued in the District 
Court of Pennsylvania; which was read twice, 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act further extending the time for re- 
ceiving on Loan the Domestic Debt of the United 
States;” and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported that the Committee had had 
the said bill under consideration, and made no 
amendment thereto. The said bill was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That Mr. SHersurne, Mr. Bensamin 
Bourne, Mr. Warts, Mr. Boupinort, Mr. Larti- 
MER, Mr. Wituiam Situ, Mr. Nites, and Mr. 
GREENuP, be added to the committee appointed 
on the 14th instant, to report a plan for perfecting 
a road between the Southern and Eastern States. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act to authorize the settlement of the 
claim of Samuel Prioleau;” and, after some time 
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spent therein, the Committee rose, and reported 
an amendment, which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House. The said bil, with the amend- 
ment, was then read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act making further provision in cases of draw- 
backs,” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing a statement of the amount of goods paying a 
duty of seven-and-a-half, and ten per cent., im- 
ported from the 1st day of January to the 31st day 
of December, 1793, inclusive. Also, the amount 
of the duties on coffee, cocoa, and coal, for the 
same time, pursuant to the resolution of this House 
of the 16th instant; which were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 


PROTECTION OF THE FRONTIERS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the report of the committee 
appointed to examine and report what proceed- 
ings have been had under the act “for making 
further and more effectual provision for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers of the United States,” and 
to report whether any, and what, amendments are 
necessary to the several laws respecting the Mili- 
tary Establishment, and the protection of the fron- 
tiers of the United States. 

Mr. Dearsorn read a resolution, the substance 
of which was, that in considering this question the 
view should be limited to a defensive system only. 
This motion produced a very long conversation. 

Mr. Dayton declared that he would never con- 
sent to a defensive system only, while Britain was 
in possession of tie Western posts. It would be 
a wrong policy to reduce the army of General 
Wayne. 

Mr. Harrctey spoke against the propriety of 

assing this preliminary resolution. Such reso- 
futons have generally a tendency to embarrass. 
If, upon consideration, we think the number of 
troops too large, we may reduce them. But why 
tell our Southern friends, who are now bleeding, 
and call upon us to protect and assist them, and 
desire more offensive operations against their 
savage neighbors, that we will not comply with 
their wishes? Our Western army has been suc- 
cessful; and by giving it the proper aid and coun- 
tenance, we may expect a peace with the West- 
ern Indians. But now, to say that we will no 
longer keep an army; that our troops are to be 
thrown into posts. and give the field to the In- 
dians, would be highly impolitic. Will this not 
encourage them to risk another campaign? Will 
it be prudent to let your posts, far advanced in the 
Indian country, rely upon supplies to be brought 
under escorts of militia—militia horse, which costs 
double the expense of the same number of regu- 
lar troops? Why should the latter solely depend 
upon the militia to convey them provisions, when 
they would be willing to run the risk themselves, 
if their number was kept up in a proper manner? 

Mr. H. was sorry that objections are so fre- 
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quently made against the legion which has been 
so useful. It has been said, that regulars were 
unfit to go against the Indians. Experience has 
shown us the contrary. The discipline has been 
fitted to the nature of the service, and has been 
successful. The regulars had the greatest share 
in the late engagement, but still we know there 
were near two thousand volunteers from Ken- 
tucky ready to support them. This support is 
withdrawn; still you wish to weaken this little 
army. You disorganize it, by leaving no provi- 
sion for horse in the proposed resolution, which is 
to follow. [t is well known how usefui the horse 
have been in the legion. I think we ought to 
continue the legion until the next session of Con- 
gress. We have reason to believe that the re- 
eruiting service, as to part of General Wayne’s 
army, is in a critical situation. We should do 
nothing to discourage the recruiting service. A 
late law was passed giving further encouragement 
to the recruiting service; officers are scattered 
throughout the Union: but, with this encourage- 
ment, and the greatest industry of the officers, we 
have no reason to believe that the legion will be 
completed before the next session. Nay, with the 
utmost countenance, I fear we shall not be able to 
do more than bring a sufficient number of men 
into the field against the season for action. I wish 
for peace: but, to obtain it, we should be prepared 
for war. I would be for proceeding according to 
the spirit of the last law, until next session. If 
we should have peace, or circumstances change, 
we may then saicly reduce the number. I hold 
the preliminary resolution improper, and shall 
vote against It. 

Mr. Sepewick moved that the Committee rise, 
for the purpose of his making a motion for apply- 
ing to the Presipenr to get information on this 
point. 

Mr. Murray could not agree with those who 
had preceded him, in arguing for the reduction of 
the army. He was against any reduction of 
force, as was intended by the resolution, by which 
the present establishment was to be reduced from 
5,000 dowa to two regiments; it is an abandon- 
ment of every sound principle of self-defence 
kn6wn to any nation in a state of war. He con- 
sidered the resolution in three or four points of 
view as very interesting. Peace with the Indians 
in the Northwestern country—British Posts— 
Southwestern territory—Defence, and generally 
Posts, or a chain of Forts, on the frontiers. As 
the reduction of foree affected either of these 
pats he thought it injurious; as it affected the 

oped-for peace with the Indians, it was very 
unsound policy surely to reduce your army at the 
moment you have gained a victory that entitles 
you to look for an honorable peace. The only 
way to reap the fruits of victory was to retain the 
power of repeating it, if the obstinacy of the ene- 
my snall render repetition necessary. The surest 
way to lose the profits of your victory is to dimin- 
ish your decided st periority of force. You would 
thus, by weakening yourselves, strengthen the 
enemy; and they would rejoice, if, in the moment 
when they were defeated, and ready to send the 
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belt, the calumet of peace, they discovered in 
their enemies a disposition to relax in the efforts 
by which you had reduced them to humility. 
The ardor of the distressed warrior will return, 
when he finds you are tired or unwilling; and 
we must expect, that if the tribes gain intelli- 
gence of this*motion, that they will amuse you 
by signs of peace till they find you have reduced 
your force, and they will then burst upon your 
frontier. ‘The feelings which you have excited 
by victory, though brilliant to you, are such as 
must have added to their rancor. You may beat 
them into a submission to your terms, but you 
will never drub them into friendship. In fact, 
they will watch your moments of relaxation, and 
avail themselves of your errors. Peace is the 
object of war, but it is the price of continued ex- 
ertion and vigilance. All wise nations keep the 
sword untheathed until its object is completely 
attained; and perhaps there is hardly anything 
more fallacious than the hope which is inspired 
by victory, if cautious prudence does not com- 
plete the business before exertion is relaxed. The 
British posts present another object. It is unne- 
cessary to say much of them; but when we recol- 
lect that they may possibly produce a war, it ap- 
pears to be the height of impolicy to weaken our 
means before the end is obtained. The papers on 
the table show the state of the Southwestern Ter- 
ritory ; a considerable force will be essential there. 
The Creeks either wage war, or threaten it: here 
is a vulnerable place, to which a memorial of that 
District has powerfully called the attention of 
Congress. But supposiug a peace already estab- 
lished, and the British posts in possession, he ap- 
prehended that the number of posts necessary for 
the frontier would call for an establishment fully 
as large as the present. Some one part of the 
frontier will be always open to attack. Were the 
Indians a civilized people, reduced into a regular 
order of society, and under laws capable of pro 
inising something like good faith to their engage- 
ments, fewer troops would be necessary. We 
might calculate the less on the necessity of force 
to watch contingencies and sudden irruptions if 
compacts had more solemnity and obligation ; but 
they are not to be relied on. They form nota 
whole nation, nor even a confederated body of 
nations, except for temporary objects. Each tribe 
is savage, unconnected, and insulated, so as to ex- 
clude the just expectation of permanency and 
uniformity in the objects or duration of their en- 
gagements. So it is, that they will forever think 
themselves injured, and will for years hold theim- 
selves in readiness to make war the moment a 
weak part appears. Of course, you will be obliged, 
if you mean to defend your frontiers, to keep up 
posts contiguous to each other, that may repel 
their incursions. 

Mr. Smiru said, that he should vote for the 
rising of the Committee, for the purpose of ob- 
taining information. 

Mr. Wapsworts (in answer to Mr. Murray) 
said, that the Indians would always think them 
selves injured, and would always have a right to 
think so, because they always have been injured 
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and always will be injured. The Six Nations, it 
is said by some gentlemen, are now at peace with 
us. But, when were they: at war with us? They 
have been so used to be robbed and murdered by 
us, that they submit tamely to it. There was no- 
thing like war lately. The two different nations, 
whites and Indians, were living together in the 
same villages. It is true, they had been advised 
to object to} the Establishment at Presqu’Isle: 
but, if an army had been sent into their country 
at that time, Mr. W. did not believe that they 
would have fired a shot. It never could be made 
out that so many as twenty of them were con- 
cerned in the war with the Miamis. He said, 
that since the day when the first white man land- 
ed, the Indians always have been injured. He 
thought it very proper to inquire for advice on 
this subject of the Presipenr. He is not only a 
PresIDENT, but a soldier. He was born and bred 
on the frontier. He is well acquainted with the 
Indians, and, independent of his abilities, no man 
in this House has had more personal opportuni- 
ties of being a judge respecting them. He was 
not for reducing the army, but he should very 
willingly vote for the resolution suggested by Mr. 
Sevewick. He wished the Committee to rise. 

Mr. Dearsorn withdrew his motion. The Com- 
mittee rose, and progress was reported. 

Mr. Sevewick then moved, that the Presipent 
or THE Unirep Srares be requested to direct the 
proper officer to lay before the House a statement 
of the number of troops that will be necessary to 
maintain such a line of military posts as it will be 
expedient to establish, effectually to protect the 
frontiers of the United States. 

Mr. Pace said, he saw no material difference 
between it and that which the good humor and 
candor of the member from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Firzsimons| yesterday withdrew; that he hoped 
the same good disposition would lead the member 
from Massachusetts to withdraw his; that it was, 
till yesterday, without a precedent; that nothing 
but a certainty of unusual dangers from an ene- 
my on our frontiers, it would be thought, could 
have given rise to such motions. If the Presitpenr 
was not called on for the plan of defence, or for 
his opinion respecting the number of troops ne- 
cessary for the defence of the frontiers last year, 
when war raged in that quarter, and we were 
every day told here that we should be plunged 
into a war with Britain—why, when the Indians 
have been chastised into a wish for peace, and no 
one has an idea of being engaged in a war with 
Britain, should he now be called on? As to in- 
formation, it is in the hands of a committee, to 
whom was referred the Presipent’s Message and 
the Report of the Secretary of War. 

After some further debate, the motion made by 
Mr. Sepewick wasfinally carried—yeas 40, nays37. 

Ordered, That Mr. Stvawick and Mr. Harrt- 
Ley be appointed a committee to wait on the Pre- 
SIDENT with the foregoing resolution. 


T'surspay, January 22. 
An engrossed bill for reviving certain suits and 
process which have been discontinued in the Dis- 
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trict Court of Pennsylvania, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee appointed to inquire whether any, 
and what, alteration is necessary to be made in 
the laws respecting lost or destroyed certificates, 
which lay upon the table. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That any alteration in the act “ limit- 
ing the time for presenting claims for destroyed 
certificates of certain descriptions,” would be im- 
proper; and that all claims for lost or destroyed 
certificates, not comprehended in the provisions 
of the said act, ought to be decided on by the Le- 
gislature according to their respective merits. 

Mr. Dayron, from the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan further to provide for 
calling forth the Militia of the United States to 
execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions, made a report, which 
was read. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and report a bill to provide for calling 
forth the Militia of the United States to execute 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
repel invasions, and to repeal the act now in force 
for those purposes. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dayron, Mr. Hart ey, 
Mr. Benyamin Bourne, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. 
McDowe .t, be appointed a committee, pursuant 
to the said resolution. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act making further provisions in cases of 
drawbacks;” and the same being read, were 
agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States ;” and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported 
progress. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the said bill, and that it be recommitted to 
Mr. Saersurne, Mr. Harrvey, Mr. Dearporn, 
Mr. McDowe tu, and Mr. Greenop. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the remission of 
the tonnage duties on certain French vessels. The 
Committee rose and reported the bill without 
amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act concern- 
ing invalids; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred the petition of Charles 
Heems; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported their disagreement 
to the same. The House then proceeded to con- 
sider the said report at the Clerk’s table: where- 
upon, the question being taken, that the House do 
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agree with the Committee of the Whole House 
in their disagreement to the said report, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments, reported yesterday, from the Committee 
of the Whole House, to the bill supplementary to 
the act “for enrolling and licensing ships or ves- 
sels to be employed in the coasting trade and fishe- 
ries, and for regulating the same ;” and, the said 
amendments being severally twice read, were 
agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Parker, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for establishing trading-houses for 
the purpose of supplying the Indian nations within 
the United States; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution, 
reported on the fifth instant, from the Committee 
of the Whole House to whom was referred the 
report of the committee appointed to consider and 
report on the expediency of making any further 
alterations in the laws of the United States rela- 
tive to the cession of the jurisdiction by particular 
States, in lands, where are established, or may, by 
law, be directed to be built and established, light- 
houses, buoys, and public piers; and the said reso- 
lution being twice read. was agreed to by the 
House, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill declaring that cessions of jurisdic- 
tion made by any State in lands, where have been 
erected, or may, by law, be provided to be erected 
and placed, light-houses, beacons, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers, with a reservation of concurrent juris- 
diction, so far as shall authorize the service of the 
process, civil and criminal, under the authority of 
such State, shall be deemed sufficient cessions of 
jurisdiction, in pursuance of the laws providing 
for the maintenance and erection of light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public piers; and that, where 
absolute cessions for such purposes have been 
made, the States who have made the same, shall, 
notwithstanding, be entitled to exercise and re- 
tain a concurrent jurisdiction, so far as shall au- 
thorize the service of process, civil and criminal, 
under their authority, within the ceded Territory. 

Ordered, That Mr. Corr, Mr. Trepwe.t, and 
Mr. Leg, be appointed a committee pursuant to 
the said resolution. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire and report on the expediency of continuing 
in force, or repealing, the whole or part of the act, 
entitled “ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, 
the exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same.” Anda 
committee was appointed of Mr. WiLu1aM Samira, 
Mr. Dayton, and Mr. Carnes. 


EXPORTATION OF ARMS. 


Eportation of Arms—Goods destroyed by Fire. 
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and went through the bill. It was next read in 
the House, and a motion was made for referring 
it to a select committee. This was negatived. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. The object of this bill was to 
permit an exportation of lead. Mr. Frrzsimons 
said that there was great plenty of lead in the 
publie stores, so that the occasion for which this 
part of the bill had been passed was at an end. 


GOODS DESTROYED BY FIRE. 


The House next went into a Committee on the 
report of the select committee, to whom were re- 
ferred the petitions of sundry persons, praying to 
be relieved from obligations for the payment of 
duties on goods which were afterwards destroyed 
by fire or other accidents, with instructions to con- 
sider and report on the policy of remitting duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, in cases where 
such goods, wares, and merchandise, shall be de- 
stroyed by fire or other accidents. 

The Committee, in their report, recommended 
the following resolution, viz: 

“That provision ought to be made by law, author- 
izing the Collector of the District to remit the duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, on its being proven to his satisfaction 
that they had been destroyed by fire, or other accident, 
before they were landed, or after they were landed, and 
before any removal from the places where they may 
have been landed, within the district for which they 
were reported to be destined by the entry of the vessel.” 


The Committee disagreed to this resolution. 
The Chairman reported progress, and the House 
adjourned. 


Frinay, January 23. 


An engrossed bill supplementary to the act “for 
enrolling and licensing ships or vessels to be em- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries, and for 
regulating the same,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the remission of the ton- 
nage duties on certain French vessels, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Epaphras Jones and others,” 
with an amendment; to which they desire the 
concurrence of the House. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come to the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in 
a bill or bills to amend the act, entitled ‘ An act for es- 
tablishing the salaries of the Executive Officers of Go- 
vernment, with their Assistants and Clerks ;’ and ‘ An 
act for allowing compensation to the members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States, and to the officers of both Houses ;’ and to re- 
duce all such salaries as, in the opinion of the said 
Committee, after having made due inquiry, ought to be 


A bill was read from the Senate, for repealing reduced.” 


part of the act for prohibiting the exportation of | 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 


arms, and encouraging the importation of the | to a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
same. The House resolved into a Committee, | next. 
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Mr. Dayton, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to provide for calling forth the 
Militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions, and to repeal the 
act now in force for those purposes; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the said report; and that it be reeommitted 
to Mr. Samvew Sairu, Mr. Dearporn, Mr. Day- 
von, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Pickens. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 

“An act for the relief of Epaphras Jones and 
others ;” and the same being read, was agreed to. 

Mr. Dexter, from the committee to whom was 
referred that part of the Message from the Pre- 
sipent oF THE Untrep Srares, of the eighth in- 
stant, which relates to the Letter from the Go- 
vernor of the Territory Northwest of the river 
Ohio, made a report ; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House on Monday next. 

The bill for repealing part of the act for pro- 
hibiting the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
was read a third time. Mr. Dayvon objected, that 
if the bill was in itself proper, the whole of the 
old act ought on the same principles to be re- 
pealed. It was, therefore, ordered to lie on the 
table till Monday. 























the salaries of certain officers under Government, 
should be referred to a Committee of the Whole. 






for that purpose. 
FORTIFICATIONS. 
The House again resolved itself into a Com- 








committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Secretary of War respecting the fortifications of 
the United States. 

The following is a copy of the report above re- 
ferred to: 

“That by the Report of the Secretary of War, it ap- 
pears that, in pursuance of the act of the last session, the 
fortifications of the different ports and harbors are in 
considerable forwardness, excepting only the ports of 
Boston, and Wilmington in the State of Delaware, sus- 
pended for reasons assigned by the Secretary, in his 
report. 

“That contracts have been entered into for the ord- 
nance necessary, and measures taken for progressing | 
in the fortifications as soon as the season will permit. 

“That, from the necessity of enlarging the plan of 
defence in some instances, and the enhanced price of | 

















plete the plan of defence contemplated, admitting the 
fortifications to be constructed of timber and earth ; and 
if executed with stone, to a much larger sum. 








connected with the subject, and having received the ne- 
cessary information from the Secre tary of War, submit 






“ Resolved, That the necessary works for fortifying 


3u Con.— 37 
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Mr. CLatporNE moved that his resolution, laid | 
on the table sometime agu, relative to reducing | 


which was agreed to, and Monday next appointed | 


mittee of the Whole House on the report of the | 





labor and materials, since the first estimate was made, | 
a sum not less than $225,500 will be necessary to com- | 





“ The Committee, taking into view the circumstances | 





the following resolutions : | in a state of ruin. 
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the ports and harbors of the United States ought to be 
continued, and constructed of the most durable mate- 
rials, so as best to answer the purposes of defence and 
permanency. 

“ Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $500,000 (over 
and above the sums already appropriated) be appropri- 
ated for the purpose aforesaid ; and that a sum not ex- 
ceeding $100,000 per annum be provided for the ser- 
vices aforesaid. 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to give preference, in point of time, to the 
completion of such of the said fortifications as he may 
think advisable.” 


Mr. Parker moved that the following words 
should be struck out of the first resolution: “and 
constructed of the most durable materials, so as 
best to answer the purposes of defence and per- 
manency.” 
Mr. Firzsimons was in favor of permanent for- 
tifications; for if they were only slight, in three or 
| four years they would be destroyed. 
| Mr. Hearn was for reducing the number of for- 
tified places. and making the remainder more 
| complete. He mentioned Alexandria, in Vi irginia, 
| and Annapolis, in Maryland, as two of the places 
which he thought it unnecessary to fortify. 
Mr. GiLes was averse to going into much fur- 
ther expense. He hoped that the clause with the 
| principle which it contained would be struck out. 
| The clause was accordingly struck out. 
| Another amendment was then proposed, which 
| likewise gave rise to a long conversation. The 
| sum of the subject in dispute was, whether all the 
| places at first proposed should be fortified, and in 
| what way a durable fortification ought to be 
| made ? 
| Mr. Goopuue at last moved that the Committee 
ot the Whole rise, and the report be referred to a 
| select committee. 
Mr. Frrzsimons imagined that this would be a 
mere loss of time. It would be doing, as is too 
often done, getting rid of the business for the mean- 
time, and receiving it back again exactly as we 
cave it. 
Mr. Ames. in making some remarks on the sub- 
ject, adverted to the present state of Castle Wil- 
liam, at Boston. It would, said Mr. A., be much 
safer to stand without such fortifications than 
within them. 
| Mr. Sepewick observed, that the account which 
| his colleague had given was perfectly just. No 
| gentleman in that House, perhaps, knew less than 
| he did of these matters, but it required no skill in 
fortifications to see that those referred to were of 
very little value. A single ship of war could lay 
'all our large trading towns under contribution. 
We are more prosperous than any other people. 
Surely, then. America may, like other nations, 
afford to fortify her harbors. He spoke this on 
account of the public at large, for neither he nor 
his immediate constituents were in any danger 
from such a thing. 

Mr. Dearsorn admitted that Castle William 
was capable of very little defence. In fact it was 


Several other gentlemen also spoke. At length 
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rise, as it was evident that they could not at pre- 
sent determine what was meant by a durable for- 
tification. One gentleman understood one thing, 
another gentleman another thing. and sc on. They 
were in fact not doing any business. 

Mr. Caristie concurred in this remark. The 
Committee rose. The Chairman asked leave to 
sit again, but on the motion of Mr. Nicno.as, the 
report was referred to a select committee. The 
House then adjourned till Monday. 


Monpay, January 26. 


A memoria] of sundry manufacturers of hemp, 
in the town of Boston, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that the 
drawback of the duty imposed by law on the im- 
portation of foreign hemp, may be allowed on the 
exportation of the same, when manufactured into 
cordage within the United States. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Goopuur, Mr. Warts, and Mr. Heister ; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

Mr. Corr, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill relative to cessions of jurisdiction in 
places where have been, or may hereafter be, erect- 
ed and fixed, light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers; which was read twice and cummitted. 

Mr. Wituiam Smiru, from the committee ap- 
pointed to consider and report on the expediency 
of continuing in force or repealing the whole or 
part, of the act, entitled “An act prohibiting for a 
imited time the exportation of arms and ammu- 
nition, and encouraging the importation of the 
same,” made a report; which was read: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That it would be expedient to repeal 
the first, second, third, and fourth sections of the 
said act, and to continue the fifth section in force 
for another year, so far as relates to the importa- 
tion of brass cannon, muskets, and firelocks, with 
bayonets suited to the same, pistol., swords, ecut- 
lasses, musket ball. lead, and gunpowder ; and for 
two years longer, so far as relates to the importa- 
tion cfs ilphur and saltpetre. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Wi L- 
uiAM Situ, Mr. Dayton, and Mr. Carnes, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

A memorial of Brothers, Coster, and Company, 
of the City of New York, merchants, was present- 
ed to the House and read, praying that they may 
be permitted to export to the West Indies, or be 
allowed the drawback of the duty on a quantity 
of cutlasses which they imported before the pass- 
ing of the act prohibiting the exportation of arms 
and ammunition. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to the committee last appointed, with instructions 
to examine the matter thereof, and report the 
same, with their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Goopnue, from the committee appointed 


Proceedings. 
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Mr. S. Smrru insisted that the Committee should | presented a bill relative to the compensations to 


certain officers employed in the collection of the 
duties of impost and tonnage; which was read 
twice and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of George Latimer and others, which lay on 
the table: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill authorizing the allowance of a 
drawback of the duties on such part of the cargo 
of the ship Enterprise, Herbert Jones, commander, 
as has been imported from Newbern, North Caro- 
lina, and shall be exported from Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. Goonuus, 
and Mr. Epwarps, be appointed a-committee, pur- 
suant to the said resolution. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the several acts imposing 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States,” with several amendments; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

Mr. Suerpsurne, from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled ‘ An 
act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States,” made a report; which 
was read: Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said bill and report be cou 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to 
morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill supplementary to the act 
entitled “ An act to provide more effectually for 
the collection of the duties on goods, wares, a! 
merchandise, imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships and vessels;” and, alter 
some time spent therein, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made several amendment 
thereto; which were severally twice read. and 
agreed to by the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend 
ments, be engrossed and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

On a motion made and seconded that the House 
do come tothe following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That the State of Georgia be reimbursed 
the amount of a suit of the executors of Robert Farqua- 
har against the said State, for sundry goods sold to th 
said State, for the use of the troops of the United States, 
which suit was depending before the Supreme Court at 
the time of the settlement of the accounts between the 
the United States and individual States, and has been 
since discharged by the said State giving its obligation 
for the principal sum of the said suit.” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Hearn, from the committee appointed to 
inquire and report what progress has been made 
in the settlement of the accounts of the former 
Government; what are the unpaid balances on the 
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settled accounts, wgerher with the measures taken 
for recovering payment of the same; whether any, 
and what steps have been taken to compel per- 
sons to whom public money was intrusted to set- 
tle their accounts; and whether any further mea- 
sures are necessary on that subject ; made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act to establish an uniform rule of naturalization, 
and to repeal the act heretotore passed on that sub- 
ject.” with several amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

The Hoase proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

Mr. Wittiam Smirn, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented, a bill to repeal a part, and to 
continue in force another part, of the act, entitled 
* An act prohibiting, for limited time, the exporta- 
tion of arms and ammunition, and encouraging 
the importation of the same;” which was read 
twice and committed. 


INVALID PENSIONS 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill supplementary to 
the act concerning invalids. 

Mr. Tracy proposed an amendment which was 
in substance that every commissioned officer who 
has received commutation. and who has been, or 
shall be placed on the pension iisi, be 
entitled to receive his pension unless he shiall first 
have returned the commutation which he has re- 
ceived, into the Treasury of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to by the Commit- 
tee. The amendment passed the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 


THOMAS PERSON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. McDoweE tu observed, that there was before 
the House a report of a committee on the petition 
of Thomas Person and others, pomeenes of lands 
in the Territory of the United States South of the 
river Ohio. This report was taken up some weeks 
ago, but was then postponed with an ee | 
of farther information coming to hand, and this | 
information has now been received. Mr. McD. | 
therefore notified the House, that he should call 
up that report to-morrow. It was, he said, a sub- 
ject of considerable importance. He wished gen- 
tlemen to turn their attention to it, for a decision 
appeared necessary, as a great number of citizens 
in the State of North Carolina and elsewhe re, are 
waiting with anxiety for a determination. 


NATHANIEL APPLETON, 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the report of the select committee on 
the petition of Nathaniel Appleton, a sufferer by 
fire. The sabstance of the report was, 
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“That the sum of —— oe be paid out of the} act for the ascertainment of certain losses of the 


1134 
pe or R. 


Mr. Nicnouas wished to heme what was the 
public property saved. 

Mr. Dexter replied, that Mr. Appleton was a 
Commissioner of Loans, and he had saved books 
and papers relative to the Debts of the United 
States. What would or might otherwise have 
been saved, there was nobody who could tell. 

Mr. BLounr objected to this proposal as a bad 
precedent. 

Mr. Tracy doubted whether the House could 
properly grant a general kiad of thing like this. 
If it had been possible to specify something worth 
ten, or a hundred, ora thousand pounds of ‘the pro- 
perty of Mr. Appleton consumed by fire, while he 
was saving the public property, and which but for 
that, would have been saved, he might then agree 
to it, but such a proof was impossible. 

Mr. Sepewick was for agreeing to the report. 

Mr. Boupinor was against it. The more the 
consequences of this grant were contemplated, the 
more dangerous they would appear. If it had 
been proved that in the case of fire, Mr. Appleton 
had not given his first attention to the public pa- 
pers, the Legislature would, in the opinion of Mr. 
B. have tried some means to get him dismissed. 
Mr. Appleton had, in his memorial, stated, that 
his salary was too small, owing to the prodigious 
advance in the price of livi ing. This was a quite 
distinet thing from the misfortune by fire. If the 
salary was too small, Mr. B. was willing to make 
it larger. 

Mr. Curistiz wondered that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, {Mr. Sepewick} could think 
of proposing such payment. Not long ago, it was 
proved that an officer, (Major Rudolph) had spent 
an hundred pounds in the service of the public, 
and had never got payment, and this gentleman 
refused to pay him. But now, because a man, 
when his house was burning had taken upan arm- 
ful of books, and got away ‘with them, you are to 
pay him. There was no consistency in such 
things. Mr. C. said that he feared the merit of 
the claim was affected in this case by the quarter 
from whence iteame. There was noconsistency 
in such opinions. 

On a division thirteen members were in favor 
of the report, which was thus negatived. 

The Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 


Tuespay, January 27. 


An engrossed bill, supplementary to the act en- 
titled “ An act to provide more effectually for the 
collection of the duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels.” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill, supplementary to the act con- 
cerning invalids, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled * An 


Appleton, to compensate | officers of Government, and other eitizens, by the 


him for his losses by fire during his exertions to save| insurgents in the Western counties of Pe -onsyl- 
| vania, and providing some present relief to the 


public property, while his own was consumed.” 
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sufferers,” sith several Sa to lida tion to the ideas of the anaie and House of 
they desire the concurrence of this House. Representatives of the United States, and to the 

The House proceeded to consider the saidamend- | officers of both Houses; and to reduce all such 
ments ; and, the same being read, were ordered to | salaries as, in the opinion of the said committee, 
be committed toa Committee of the Whole House | after having made due inquiry, ought to be re. 
to-morrow. duced.” 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter Mr. Cuiaiworne said: A worthy gentleman 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom-| from Maryland, the other day, suggested an 
panying his account of the Receipts and Expendi- | amendment to the proposition now before you, 
tures of public moneys, from the first day of July | which I understood to contemplate the increase 
to the thirtieth day of September, one thousand of some salaries; and, if that gentleman can re- 
seven hundred and ninety-four, inclusive; which | concile it to himself and his constituents, let him 
were read, and ordered to lie on the table. move and carry it, if he can. For my part, I am 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed, | pleased with the proposition as it is, and yet it 
presented a bill to authorize the allowance of | may have great imperfections. It is very com- 
drawback on part of the cargo of the ship Enter- | mon for fond parents to be blind to the imperfec- 
prise ; which was read twice, and committed. tions of their own offspring; and, as this is a pro- 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | duction of my own, it is probable that L may be 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se-| under the same delusive prejudices, but I hope 
nate, entitled “ An act to amend the act entitled | that cheerful acquiescence which | have always 
‘An act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads | shown «to the majority, has sufficiently evinced 


within the United States ;” and, after some time | that I am no bigot to my own opinions. I said, 
spent therein, the Committee rose and reported | the other day, that I was determined, if the pro- 
progress. position must die, it should be by assassination ; 
Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole | but as, in this, a degree of guilt is implied, and 
House be discharged from the further considera- might be attended with serious conse quences to 
tion of the said bill; ; and that it be again recom- those concerned in it, I shall be satisfied to give it 
mitted to Mr. Suersurne, Mr. Harvey, Mr. | a fair trial, and, if it must die, that it may be by 
Dearporn, Mr. McDowe tt, and Mr. Greenup. | legal and fair adjudication, or, in other words, 
The Speaker laid before the House a Letter | after full and fair discussion of its merits. 
and report from the Secretary of War, made by We now have fairly before us a proposition that 
order of the Presipenyr or tae Unirep States, | contemplates a redress of these grievances. which, 
pursuant to the resolution of this House of the | since the adoption of the prese nt form of Govern- 
twenty-first instant; which were read, and order. | ment, have been a subject of grievous complaint 
ed to be committed to the Committee of the | and heartburning amongst the citizens of the Unit- 
Whole House, to whom is committed the report | ed States. Many of them, and, I believe, a very 
of the committee appointed to examine and report | great majority, conceive that the exorbitant sala- 
what procee dings have been had under the act ries established to the L egislative, Executive, Ju- 
“for making further and more effectual provision | diciary, and their assistants, are not consistent 
for the protection of the frontiers of the United | with, or can possibly contribute to the existence 
States,” and to report whether any, and what, al- | or well-being of a Republican Government, which, 
terations are necessary to the several laws respect- | in its nature, holds out the idea of equality and 
ing the Military Establishment, and the protection justice, but which, in the present mode of admi- 
of the frontiers of the United States. nistration, cannot fail to have a direct opposite 
The House proceeded to consider the report of | tendency, jaabtatach as the very profuse salaries 
the committee appointed to inquire and report on | that all who have the good fortune to get places 
the expediency of erecting a light-house near the | under the pay and influence of the present Ad- 
entrance of the harbor of Georgetown, in the State | ministration, if they make a prudent use of them, 
of South Carolina, which lay on the table. Where- | must ultimately enrich and vines them in a situa- 
upon, tion so far above the vast bulk of the citizens, 
Resolved, That it will be proper that a light- | whose industrious fingers are not permitted a sin- 
house be erected near the entrance of the harbor | gle dip into those ve t, coffers which have been 
of Georgetown, in the State of South Carolina. swelled by tilching a little from that hard-gotten 
Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur-| pittance already far inadequate to the necessary 
suant to the said resolution; and that Mr. Wi.-| but very ordinary subsistence of their families, as 
Liam Smirn. Mr. Grove, and Mr. Benron. do at last to endanger the very existence or shadow 
prepare and bring in the same. | of this glorious and dear-bought Government, that 
ae ; ae has already raised the droo ung and once-dejected 
REDUCTION OF SALARIES. heads of the poor Asiorinan citizens, who now 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of | glory more in having thrown off that subordina- 
the Whole House on the motion of the twenty-| tion that was assumed and exercised over them 
third instant, “that a committee be appointed to} under the late detestable Monarchieal Govern- 
bring in a bill or bills to amend the act entitled | ment, by their rulers, or public officers, than even 
“ An act for establishing the salaries of the Execu-| in their lives and fortunes. Men begin to know 
tive Officers of Government, with their assistants | the inherent rights of human nature. They have 
and clerks ;” and an act “for allowing compensa- | dipped into and tasted a little of the sweets of po 
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litical regeneration, and. amongst all classes of | culation, for a redundancy of that, or any thing 


your citizens, you may discover a zeal that amounts 
to enthusiasm, that lives and burns and grows al- 
most to a prodigy. Instances are not wanting, 
sir, to evince that thousands of those who were 
not fond of this Government at its adoption, are 
now, on all occasions, ready to step forth in its 
support, and the laws that are passed consistent 
therewith. But this does, by no means, argue 
that they will submit forever to repeated abuses 
of the Government, which may ultimats ly tend 
to its overthrow; and exorbitant salaries, with 
other profuse appropriations of the public money, 
at a time when the nation is groaning under an 
immense weight of foreign and domestic debt, 
which, (calculating upon the blessings of peace, 
and, of course, a very : 
reasonably to be calculated on so long a time,) it 
is agreed on all hands will take a term not less 
than thirty-two years to extinguish. They con- 
ceive this to be one of those abuses, and, vested 
with the rights of freemen, closely interwoven 


ine reasing revenue, not} 


with the obligations of good citizens and lovers | 


of their country, have ventured, by divers ways, 
to suggest their disapprobation thereof, in hope 
that its glaring impropriety would be taken up 
and removed, as far as the present situation of our 
finances and the public good will admit. It is 
true, they have not come forward in the Consti- 
tutional mode, by petition, &c., but no member 
in this House will, | presume, say that they have 
not heard the loud clamors and complaints of the 
people on this subject. But perhaps I shall be 
answered that | am not charged with their peti- 
tions to make the proposition, and, if I was, that 
the people are not proper judges whether the sa- 
laries complained of are more than adequate, and 
to prove that some of them have not been so, I 
shall be told that the allowances to two of your 
most valuable officers have been so in agaist as 
to drive them out of your service. To this, I an- 
swer, that many other officers, with as large fami- 
lies, and a much less salary, have not abandoned 
your service—and why, sir? Permit me to an- 
swer, because they have probably proportioned 
their style of living to their quantum of salary, 
which prudence dictates, or custom has establish- 
ed, through all ranks of your citizens ; else whence 
comes it that twenty-five thousand dollars per an- 
num is not too much for the Presipenr oF THE 
Unirep States? Five thousand dollars is enough 
for the Vice President, two thousand one hundred 
and ninety fora member of Congress; and the 
salaries of many of your valuable officers, who 
have families, and devote their whole time to your 
service, are as low as five hundred dollars per an- 
num. Here | shall again be told, that the price 
of house-rent, and every other necessary of life, 
has increased, and may continue to increase, so 
as to drive all your officers out of vot service. 
To this, I beg leave to answer, that, if you eon- 
tinue such high salaries, or increase them, as in 
some instances it is asked, and because of the pre- 
sent enhanced price of the necessaries of life, I 
think the evil will increase in proportion to the 
immense sum of money that you throw into eir- 


else, will always diminish the value; and, if the 
present custom of disbursing the public money is 
persisted in, the whole wealth of the United States 
must shortly centre in and about Philadelphia! 
But, sir, by the adoption of public economy, we 
may shortly beccme able to obviate this great 
evil, and make our disbursements more diffusive, 
by paying out money to those who have demands 
upon your justice, distributed over the United 
States, ifany but those who reside around the Seat 
of Government have any demand upon your justice 
or goodness. Iam apprised that the proposition 
is a very unpopular one here, and that many will 
pe rhaps knit their brows at me; but, sir, when I 
entered into public life, it was without any cring- 
ing views. I meant not to court smiles, or fear 
frowns, and I had no doubt but I should meet my 
share of both. When I gain the former by pro- 
per conduct, I have pleasure in it; when the lat- 
ter by improper conduct, | am sorry for it. But 
it will be much to be lamented if ever we see the 
day when the people shall be suffered to complain 
from year to year of any grievance, and their Re- 
presentatives shall be ashamed, or afraid, to make 
those grievances known, or ask redress, lest they 
be laughed out of countenance, or lose favor at 
Court. But so hardy am I, if you prefer that ex- 
pression, that, while I have the honor of a seat in 
this House, none of those considerations shall ever 
deter me from stepping forth in their behalf; but, 
be the result of this proposition what it may, 
now warn you against evils that may come, as 
you have been heretofore warned of evils that 
have come, for the obligations of power and sub- 
mission are reciprocal. It is as much your duty 
to pass wholesome laws, as it is the duty of the 
people to obey them. And now, having done my 
duty, | shall take my seat, content to “abide the 
result, but hope a committee will be appointed. 
Mr. Nicuo.as declared that he would be very 
willing to vote for the appointment of such a com- 
mittee, if he could see any good purpose to be de- 
rived from it, or if the gentleman who laid the 
resolution on the table could give him any informa- 
tion that tended to prove its expediency. For his 
own part, he had but a small family, and of that 
he had left one-half behind him in Virginia, yet 
he found that his allowance as a member of the 
Legislature was barely sufficient for supporting 
this half of his family, though he lived with as 
mugh economy as he ever had done in his life. 


| He was certain that he should not take one shil- 





ling of public money home with him to Virginia. 
He requeste -d gentlemen to remember that it was 
not the present Congress who had given six dol- 
lars per day to themselves, but that it had been 
fixed by their predecessors, and fixed at a time 
when living was fifty per cent. cheaper than it is 
now. 

Mr. Bovupinor observed, that he should not have 
troubled the Committee on this question, had it 
not been for several considerations particularly 
applicable to himself. He was as impartial on 
the present debate as any = on the floor. 
After the close of this session of Congress, he 
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never expected to receive a farthing of public 
money again. and therefore no interest of his own 
could sway his judgment improperly to object 
against the resolution on the table. He had been 
among the number of those members who origi- 
nally were for fixing the compensation of mem- 
bers of Congress ata less sum than six dollars; 
not because he thought it beyond the amount of 
their expenses, but, from an idea of the then de- 
ranged state of the finances, and that, if sacrifices 
were to be made, they should begin with this 
House. He appealed to his uniform conduct for 
six years past, to prove that he had always op- 
posed an increase of salaries or other public ex- 
penses, when the interest of the Union did not 
require it. He did not doubt that the gentleman 
who brought forward this resolution thought he 
was doing his duty in advocating it; and Mr. B. 
thought it was equally the duty of the Committee 
to be convinced that they were not wasting their 
time in unnecessarily proceeding in business, with- 
out having some foundation for rational inquiry. 
The gentleman had declared that he was led to 
bring forward the resolution, not from any con- 
viction of his own, for he knew not the officer to 
whom he could point his finger and say, that he 
had a greater salary than he deserved, but it was 
from the voice of the people, who were discon- 
tented and clamorous on the subject of large sa- 
laries, and particularly the compensation to mem- 
bers of Congress. Mr. B. said, for his own part, 
he did not believe these objections arose from the 
voice of the people. Had the gentleman offered 
any evidence of this to the Committee? That 
he believed it himself, Mr. B. did not doubt; but 
this ought not to be sufficient evidence to the Com- 
mittee. There was none on the table. Not a 
single petition had come forward to the House on 
this subject. There was nothing ip the complex- 
ion of our Government that prevented the appli- 


cation of the people to their Representatives, if 


they were dissatisfied. They had frequently re- 

chosen the same members, who voted for this 

compensation. From whence, then, arose the 

evidence of the public voice, being clamorous 

against the compensation of the members of Con- 
ess ? 

Mr. B. did not doubt but there were uninformed 
individuals, who might object to six dollais per 
day ; but he was confident that the well-informed 
among the citizens of the United States, and those 
who reflected on the subject, would think (at the 
perest day at least) it was not more than would 

rely pay the reasonable expenses of gentlemen 
who attended to their duty here in a proper man- 
mer. Almost every i of consumption was 
from twenty to thirty per cent. higher now than 
it was at the commencement of the Government. 

The Constitution of the United States, as the 
act of the people and the public voice, contem- 
plated a compensation to the members of Con- 

ress. Did not this mean something more than 
the bare discharge of their expenses? Yet Con- 
gress had not gone beyond it. 

When Congress sat at New York, Mr. B. said 
that he was in a situation more favorable in point 
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of expense than any gentleman on the floor, who 
did not reside in that city. He boarded with a 
near relation, and was in a manner in his own 
family ; and, although he paid the usual price of 
boarding as at other places, yet there were a thou- 
sand nameless small articles which saved him 
many advances. He was within sixteen miles of 
his own family, from whence he received many 
things that prevented his laying out money. Dur- 
ing three sessions, he kept an exact and faithful 
account of his expenditures, and, at the end of that 
time, the balance was but 43s. 4d.; but on which 
side of the question his memory did not allow him 
to say. At present, he was also under very pecu- 
liar advantages, yet he was confident that, at the 
end of the session, he should not have any balance 
in his favor from his compensation as a member. 
Mr. B. appealed to every gentleman’s own know- 
ledge, and particularly to the gentleman who made 
the motion, it he thought that what Le received 
would more than pay his expenses. 

Gentlemen were often crying out against an 
Aristocracy in this country ; yet measures of this 
kind tended to establish one, by reducing the com- 
pensation of members, so that no citizen but the 
rich and affluent could attend as a Representa- 
tive in Congress. This certainly was the most 
effectual way of bringing about a dangerous Aris- 
tocracy in the United States. Should not men 
of abilities, though in the middle walks of life, be 
encouraged to come forward and yield their ser- 
vices to,their country, without being dependent 
on any person or set of men whatever? Is it not 
sufficient that their time and talents are given to 
the public? Must they pay their expenses too? 

Mr. B. was aware that the resolution proposed 
related to the officers of Government as well as 
members of Congress, but he had confined his re- 
marks to the last, as the part of the subject he wa: 
best acquainted with. He begged gentlemen to 
look around and point out the public officer who 
received more than a reasonable reward for his 
services. Professional men, of the first abilities, 
were absolutely necessary to carry on the public 
business; and could any one, fit for his office, be 
shown who could not do full as well, if not much 
better, in the exercise of his profession in private 
life, than he did in the public service, if peeuni 
ary matters were his only object? In short, (Mr. 
B. said,) this House was placed between Scylla 
and Charybdis. The public officers were com- 
plaining, and even resigning, for want of sufficient 
compensation for their services ; on the other hand, 
an attempt was now made to reduce their salaries 
still lower, on the supposed clamors of the people 
Mr. B. did not believe they could be denominated 
those of the people; neither did he see any ev!- 
dence of the fact. He did not consider the com- 
plaints of a few individuals as the public voice. 
Ought not the gentlemen to come forward with 
some kind of calculations or estimates to have 
shown that certain salaries were too high, or more 
than the services performed were entitled to! 
This had not been done; but the Committee were 
urged, at this important moment, to proceed to an 
inquiry, which every gentleman on the floor al 
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ready knew as weilas he could do by the most t la- 
bored investigation. He therefore concluded that, 
to agree to the resolution, would be a waste of the 
short time that yet remained of the session, and 
an unwise measure. Mr. B. would have content- 
ed himself with joining the Committee in a silent 
vote on this subject, but he thought the observa- 
tions made in support of the measure ought to re- 
ceive some answer, if not to convince the Com- 
mittee, yet to satisfy their constituents that there 


could exist no necessity for a present inquiry of 


this nature. 

Mr. Cratporne begged leave to remind the 
House that he had never asserted the salaries were 
too high. His motion went only to appointing a 
committee for an inquiry whether the salaries 
were so or not. 

Mr. W. Smiru said, that the resolution was, in 
its present snape, so extremely vague, that one did 
not know how to give it a definition or a vote. 
Different objects were lumped together. If, by 
an inquiry, the gentleman meant to examine into 
the wages of members of this House, it was quite 
needless to appoint a committee, because every 
meraber can at this moment speak for himself. 
But Mr. 8. did not consider the present time as 
the most proper for beginning to reduce salaries, 
when, within the last ‘twelve months, there had 
been three resignations, viz: the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary “of War, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and all chiefly for one reason, the small- 
ness of the salary. | have no doubt (said Mr. 8.) 
of there being complaints, and, if the salary was 
reduced to three dollars per day, there would be 
still complaints, as we see is the case with the 
members of the Legislature of Pennsylvania. He 
only wished that the Committee would rise, and 
he should then vote in the House that they might 
not have leave to sit again. The mover of this 
resolution had mentioned the danger of meeting 
with reproaches from the people, who thought 
their salaries too high. Mr. S. saw very little in 
this matter, because the people who railed at the 
salary of six dollars per day, were only anxious 
to get in themselves, and embraced this topic as 
an “expedient of ousting those members whom 
they wanted to succeed. 

Mr. Goopuve wished to ask Mr. 
one question, 
ing rich ?” 

Mr. Sepewick saw no occasion for rising be- 
cause the Committee were perfectly competent 
at this moment to determine the question. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp was for reducing the salaries 
by one dollar per day, and one dollar every twenty- 
five miles that the members had to travel. This 
would be a reduction of one hundred dollars per 
day, which would be much better bestowed upon 
the innocent widow of the veteran who had fallen 
in the service of his country 

Mr. Pace said, that he did not think the resolu- 
tion as it was worded, was a proper subject for 
discussion in that place ; for the House, and not a 
committee, could properly resolve that committees 
should be appointed. However, as the resolution 
had been submitted by the House to the consider- 


CLAIBORNE 
“Whether he found himself grow- 
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ation of the Committee of the Whole, it must t be 
examined ; but,as to the object of it, that he 
thought was more properiy before the Committee, 
as proposed by the resolution; for, as I have re- 
marked on other occasions, if, instead of discussing 
a question fully, and collecting the sense of all the 
members in a Committee of the Whole, it be re- 
ferred to a committee of one member from each 
State, that committee might be unanimous in fa- 
vor of a resolution, against which, eighteen mem- 
bers from Virginia, and a proportionate number 
from other States, might vote; or, by the weight 
of that committee, the resolution might be carried, 
which could not have passed had it ‘been fully and 
| freely discusse d in the House. Here, then, my 
colleague’s question should be examined, as I can- 
not say (as has been said by one of them) that I 
had no hand in fixing the salaries and pay of the 
officers of Government and members of Congress, 
having actually voted at New York for them as 
they now stand. I think I may, with propriety, 
give my Opiggon respecting it. And I am clearly 
of opinion, sif, that the question arises from a mis- 
apprehension of the subject to which it is applied ; 
for there cannot be a greater mistake than to sup- 
pose that parsimony in a Republic is necessary to 
its support. A certain degree of economy is so; 
but parsimony, applied to the salaries of public 
officers, and the Representatives in particular, may 
be ruinous to the interests of a Republic. Should 
the salaries be so low that men of small fortunes 
cannot afford to serve their country, it must be 
deprived of their assistance, and we must accept 
of the services of the rich, who, to have their wills, 
though low, will serve even without pay ; or, the 
State will be served by artful demagogues, by 
ready, designing men, who may, in pursuit of pro- 
fit as well as popularity, cut out places for them- 
selves and friends, producing at length confusion 
and anarchy, or, at least, such a bungling system 
of Jegislation as will cost more time and money 
to rectify their blunders than the most extrava- 
gant salaries could amount to. What true Re- 
publican could wish to exclude from a seat in 
Congress a physician, lawyer, merchant, farmer, 
or any other person possessed of such well-known 
abilities and virtues as to attract the attention and 
respect of a district which might wish to intrust 
its intérests to him as a Representative? Or, ra- 
ther, who ought not to desire that, as all offices 
are open to all, that the son of the poorest citizen 
might be enabled, if qualified, to fill a seat here 
or elsewhere, to do it without sacrificing his pri- 
vate interest? Is it reasonable to expect that men 
should sacrifice domestic ease and the interests of 
their families to serve their country? It is not 
just to require it. Human nature, except on great 
and trying occasions, cannot obey such a requisi- 
tion. My colleague says that he is not a man of 
fortune ; but, has he not a profession by which he 
can make more than by his attendance on this 
House? If not, he has not a right to require such 
a sacrific e of any other person’s time and talents. 
The Constitution, far from requiring any thing 
like it, demands that ¢ ompensation shall be made 
for all services; and who will desire less for ser- 
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vices than a mere subsistence for a person whilst 
actually employed in such service? I am sure 
that less than the present pay of members of Con- 
gress would not, in their present situation, be a 
subsistence. I recollect that, when the House of 
Representatives were debating, in the first session, 
at New York, whether their daily pay should be 
four, five, or six dollars, | affirmed that the expen- 
ces of the members where I boarded required that 
it should be six, that the State of Virginia having 
once allowed her Delegates to Congress eight dol- 
lars, and never less than six, when she bore the 
whole expense, could not object to her Represent- 
atives receiving that sum, when divided, as it was, 
amongst the States, and spread out over the vari- 
ous duties and taxes of the United States. IT ask- 
ed those, as I might ask my colleague now, who 
of our constituents could polar what he would 
save by any proposed reduction of our pay? I 
have long suspected, sir, that Republics have lost 
more by parsimony than they were aware of, and 
that a misapprehension of some meres in an- 
cient Republics has been artfully®ept up, so as 
to favor Aristocracy and Monarchy. The British 
Parliament has now no pay; but have they been 
as independent as their countrymen wished them 
under the British Government ? 

The Upper House of the Legislature, which 
was also the Supreme Court and Privy Council, 
had a moderate salary, and would never consent 
to have it raised, that it might be no object to 
men of small fortunes. But we are told that 
there is discontent amongst some of our constitu- 
ents respecting the high salaries of certain officers 
of Government, as well as of the members of 
Congress. Iam sorry to hear it; but I hope that 
when they reconsider the subject of their com- 
plaint, they will find that it was founded on mis- 
taken ideas of what is the real interest of a Gov- 
ernment like this. I believe such a dissatisfac- 
tion is subsiding. I know that I was informed 
that some of my constituents had objected to my 
re-election on account of my votes at New York 
for high salaries; but I was re-elected by a great 
majority of votes in a district of ten counties, and 
have been again elected by a district composed of 
six other counties—that county in which I was 
born, and have always resided, being the only one 
which made a part of the former district of ten— 
and yet I have heard no complaints respecting 
our six dollars: on the contrary, I have been often 
told they were a moderate compensation. Had 
my constituents furnished me with instructions to 
vote for a reduction of it, I should have obeyed 
them. Had they sent by me remonstrances, such 
as my colleague says may be heaped upon your 
table, I should have laid them there; but I should 
never again ask them for a seat in the House. I 
should wish to retire. 

In reply to the member who had objected to 
the pay of the Speaker, and the difference be- 
tween the pay of members of the two Houses, 
Mr. P. said, that whoever would consider the duty 
of the Speaker; his long confinement to the 
Chair; his painful attention to every word spoken 
in the House, and his responsibility for the cor- 
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rectness of the Journals—an examination of which 
must take up much of his time—would surely not 
think his pay too great. As to the difference be- 
tween the pay of a Senator and Representative, 
he had voted for it, from a belief that a Senator 
having more services to perform than a Repre- 
sentative, had aright to more pay. The Senate 
not only have to originate bills as this House has, 
and to revise and amend bills sent from hence. 
and often to eorrect the careless errors they con- 
tain, but to make themselves acquainted with 
the Law of Nations, and to be prepared to judge 
of Treaties; and also of offences brought befor 
them by impeachments. When the Senators 
may have gone through the labors of a long ses. 
sion, and the Representatives are returning home, 
they may be called upon to consider certain nomi 
nations to offices, or certain Treaties; and at 
another time to try certain impeachments. Be- 
sides all this, the age of a Senator must be such, 
by the Constitution, that it is probable that his 
family is larger, and his pursuits in life more 
fixed and profitable than those of a Representa- 
tive, who may be elected when only twenty-five. 
and therefore his services must require highe: 
compensation. As to the Presipeny and Vice 
PresipENt’s salaries, | voted for a larger sum 
than was allowed to either, and thought that the 
disproportion between them was too great. With 
respect to the judges, I still think their salaries 
too small, and so should every one think who will 
consider the yast importance of their office ; the 
labor of both mind and body which it requires; 
the laborious course of study through which a 
man must have gone to be qualified for it, and th: 
lucrative employment such an one must have 
given up to undertake it. In short, | do not re- 
collect a salary which I think too high. And | 
must repeat it, that I do not think that large sala 
ries ina Republic can injure it; but that small 
inadequate salaries may overturn a Republic. 

1 am sorry that the question has been brought 
before us respecting our own pay this session 
because the elections in Virginia are not over; it 
would become us much better another session, if 
re-elected, to reduce it, than to do so when we 
may be left out. Besides, if I vote for a reduc- 
tion, | may be suspected of courting popularity; 
and, if against it, of despising the opinions of my 
constituents, if they have adopted those which 
some members tell us prevail amongst their con- 
stituents. Ido not like to be in such a dilemina 
nor to have my independence unnecessarily tried. 
I wish, as the question is before us, that it may 
be fully debated here, and even referred to the 
further consideration of a select committee ; be- 
cause | think the opinions even of a single mem- 
ber and his district should be treated with respect ; 
and that when they have been fairly proved to be 
founded in error, there will be an end of com- 
plaints. and an acquiescence in the decision 0! 
this House. 

Mr. GiLLespie proposed an amendment, the 
ope of which was, that a committee should be 
appointed to examine and report whether any 
and what alterations were necessary in the act 
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fixing salaries to the officers under Govern- 
ment. He suggested this amendment from no 
motive whatever but what was fair. There had 
been, and there still was, a degree of clamor upon 
the subject, and it was the duty of the House to 
pay attention to the voice of the public, whether 
right or wrong. If, upon investigation, it should 
appear that the salaries were not higher than they 
ought tobe, then the report of the Committee would 
be the best method for stopping the public clamor. 

Mr. Ciaiporne hoped that the Committee 
would not rise, but decide the point. He trusted 
that no gentleman would again point at him, and 
say that that the motion came out of his brain. 
There was not one officer under Government 
whom he would point out and say. that such an 
officer had too higha salary. He had expecta- 
tions that this discussion, by bringing forward the 
observations of several gentlemen, would in some 
degree satisfy the people, and that there would 
be no more pointing out with a finger and saying, 
“ There goes a sia-dollars-a-day man.” ; 

Another member observed, that it was the duty 
of the House to attend to the voice of their con- 
stituents, and for this reason, he should vote for a 
Committee. He would mention what he had 
always considered as a most odious distinction, 
the additional dollar per day, which is to be paid 
to the Senate from and after the 4th of March 
next. [The reader will observe, that by the act, 
members of the Senate were to have seven dol- 
lars per day, but the additional dollar was not to 
commence till the lapse of six years, when all 
the Senators of the first Congress had gone out.] 
There was another thing for which he never 
could see any reason, and that was the giving of 
twelve dollars per day to the Speaker. 

Mr. Gites was perfectly convineed that the 
allowance to the members is small enough al- 
ready. ‘The saving of a dollar per day suggested 
by Mr. Rurnerrorp, would be but little, and it 
was beginning at the worst of resources. The 
pay ought to be such as would bring persons of 
middling circumstances into the House; persons 
neither too high in life nor too low. If the pay 
was greatly reduced, none but very rich people 
could afford to give their attendance, and if too 
high, a seat in the House might be an object to 
persons of an opposite description. Formerly 
the State of Virginia allowed eight dollars per 
day to the members of its Legislature. This sum 
had since been reduced to six dollars. Mr. G. 
mentioned this to show that in the practice of in- 
dividual States, there might be found a precedent 
for the allowance to members of Congress. He 
was for voting directly. Mr. G. said, that there 
was a country from which America had copied a 
great deal, and very often too much; a country 
which still had a very pernicious influence in the 
United States. The members of the British 
House of Commons received no wages, while the 
officers of State had immense salaries. It was, 
however understood, that the British House of 
Commons were very well paid for the trouble of 
their attendance. Mr. G. did not wish to see 
scenes of that kind in this country. 
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Mr. Hittnouse hoped that the House would 
have done with this thing immediately, as it had 
now answered all the purposes expected from it, 
and he trusted that all motions of that sort which 
had an eye to certain operations out of the House, 
would meet with the same fate. 

The motion was negatived by a very great ma- 
jority. 

{Before the adjournment, the Speaker sug- 
gested to the House a considerable inconvenience, 
occasioned by gentlemen being inivoduced. and 
occupying such parts of the House without the 
bar as were particularly allotted for the use of the 
House, and of which several members complained. 
There was often so great a crowd that members 
could scaree walk round when they had papers to 
present to the Chair. The passage was often ob- 
structed when messages were to be delivered, and 
frequently there was no room left for the mem- 
bers when they wished to confer privately with 
each other. As he did not conceive himself au- 
thorized to give special directions without orders 
from the House, he would take the liberty to sug- 
gest to the members of the House, when intro- 
ducing their friends, the propriety of placing 
them under the galleries to the left of the Chair, 
and reserving the space to the right of the Chair 
for the members of both branches of the Legisla- 
ture, the diplomatic gentlemen, judges, and other 
officers of Government; which was generally ac- 
quiesced in. ] 


Wepnespay, January 28. 


A petition of sundry iron masters, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that an additional duty may be imposed 
on all iron imported from foreign countries; or 
that such other encouragement may be given to 
the manufacturing the said article within the 
United States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall 
seem meet. Laid on the table. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to repeal a part, and 
to continue in force another part, of the act, enti- 
tled “ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
exportation of arms and ammunition, and encou- 
raging the importation of the same ;” and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose, and 
reported the bill without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred that part of the Message 
from the Presipent or tHe Untrep Srares, of 
the eighth instant. which relates to the Letter from 
the Governor of the Territory Northwest of the 
river Ohio; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose, and reported the following 
resolution. which was twice read, and agreed to, 
ViZ: 

Resolved, That an appellate jurisdiction of all 
causes whereof one Judge of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of the Territory Northwest of the river 
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Ohio, now lies juriadiction, ought to be: given to 
the two Judges of the same Court, who may not 
have adjudicated on the first trial, and the Go- 
vernor of the Territory; any two of whom to 
form a Court for that purpose: and also, that, in 
causes of greater amount than five hundred dol- 
lars, an appeal ought to be given to the Supreme 
Judicial Court of the United States. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Dexter, 
Mr. Harrcey, and Mr. Harrison, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. Samuet Smiru, from the committee to 
whom was re-committed the report of the com- 
mittee on the report of the Secretary of War, re- 

-specting the fortifications of the United States, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 


THOMAS PERSON AND OTHERS. 


‘Lhe House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the select com- 
mittee on the Message of the Presippnv, with a 
Letter from the Governor of North Carolina, en- 
closing the memorial of Thomas Person, and oth- 
ers, proprietors of land Southwest of the Ohio. 

This report produced a long debate. It was 
contended that the Government of the United 
States ought to indemnify the purchasers of cer- 
tain lands in North Carolina, who had purchased 
them, under the sanction of the State, from the 
Indians. The Government had given up the land 
to the Indians. 

Mr. McDoweE -t said, that the right of the Go- 
vernment for what they had done, might justly be 
called in question. He called upon the Legisla- 
ture, in behalf of the people, either to give them 
sure possession of their lands or to give them some 
equivalent. He asked this as a matter of right, 
and not asa favor. Mr. McD. never had been, 
nor was now, a shilling interested in the concern, 
but knowing, as he did, that a very great number 
of citizens were injured by this act of Govern- 
ment, he thought that it was just and right to 


compensate them in some way, or at least such of 


them as are willing to relinquish their claims. 
There were many in easy circumstances, no doubt, 
who would not be willing to give up their claims; 
but, on the other hand, many by their situation 
would be cbliged to do it. 

Several other gentlemen spoke, at length. 

Mr. GiLvespie moved thatthe Committeeshould 
rise, and the Chairman ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. Sepewick was for the vote being taken 
immediately. 

Mr. Macon said that he had not before seen 
such conduct. It was plainly saying that we 
make no answer to your arguments, but call for 
the question, and outvote you. It was not con- 
sulting the dignity of the House. 

Mr. Sepewick did not know which way the 
votes would go, as he had not spoken to any gen- 
tleman upon the subject. This question had been 
very fully discussed, and listened to with great 
patience by the members. 

At last the Committee rose; the Chairman re- 
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porte d progress, , and leave was granted to sit 
again. 


Tuurspay, January 29. 


Aaron Krircuey, returned to serve in this 
House, as a member for the State of New Jersey, 
in the room of Abraham Clark, deceased, appear- 
ed, produced his credentials, and took his seat in 
the House; the oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States being first administered to 
him, by Mr. Speaker, according to law. 

An engrossed bill to repeal a part, and to con- 
tinue in force another part, of the act, entitled 
“An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of arms and ammunition, and encou- 
raging the importation of the same,” was read the 
third time and passed. 

A representation of the Legislature of South 

Carolina was laid before the House and read, 
suggesting the propriety of an amendment to the 
Militia laws of the United States, relative to the 
rank of officers in the cavalry and artillery, as 
well as of those in the lines of the different States 
generally. 

Ordered, That the said representation be re- 
ferred to the committee appointed to prepare and 


| bring in a bill or bills respecting the organizing, 


arming, and disciplining the Militia of the United 
States. 

Mr. Wiiiiam Smirn, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill authorizing the erection 
of a light-house near the entrance of Georgetown 
harbor, in the State of South Carolina; which 
was read twice and committed. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Joze Roiz Silva, which lay upon the table: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Collector of the District of 
New York be authorized to receive the invoice 
and other proofs of Joze Roiz Silva, respecting 
the cargoes of wines mentioned in his memorial, 
and if he shall be satisfied that the same, or any 
part thereof, was subject to a less duty than that 
charge d and paid, then to refund to the said Joze 
Roiz Silva such sum, if any, as shall appear to be 
overcharged on the said cargo. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Wars, 
Mr. Corrin, and Mr. Mateone, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

Mr. Batpwin, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the report of the committee appoint: 
ed to report what further provisions are necessary 
for the more general promulgation of the laws, 
made a report ; which was read, and ordered to be 
committed toa Committee of the Whole House 
on Monday next. 

THOMAS PERSON AND OTHERS. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, Mr. Coss in the Chair, to re- 
sume the consideration of the claims of Thomas 


Person and others, to certain lands lying on the 
frontier of the State of North Carolina, and ceded 
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by the Commissioners of the United States to the 
Indians. 

Mr. GitLespie took up the subject in the same 
stage in which it stood before he spoke the pre- 
ceding day. He said, let us examine the conduct 
of other States. Did not New York dispose of 
lands within her chartered limits, and from the 
sales become wealthy, as she has large sums in 
thefunds? ‘The State of Virginia took advantage 
of the purchase of Henderson and C yompany, for 
that part now called Kentucky, although they 
now exclaim that the purchase was unlawful ; 
yet, unlawful as it was, it has extinguished the 
Indian title to those lands. Now, if the purchase 
of Henderson and Company had this effect on the 
Northeast side of Walker’s line, which divides 
Kentucky trom the Southwest Territory, is it not 
just that it should have the same effect on the 
Southwest side, when made by the same persons, 
on the self-same day? And surely the rights of 
North Carolina must be at least equal to that of 
Kentucky, in everything except that of power 
But is Congress going to legislate by strength of 
arm? [ hope not. It has been admitted, by: some 
who have spoken on the subject, that the citizens 
of North Carolina have a right of redress by law, 
and by others, against her own Legislature. To 
the first of these, I ask, against whom is the suit 
tocommence? Are our citizens, thus bereft of 
their property, to be compelled to litigate suits at 
law for property taken for public use, and for which 
they have a just claim against the United States; 
or have they not an equal right to compensation for 
that which the United States, by their agent, took 
from them, as other citizens are entitled to, for pro- 
perty piratically taken on the high seas, by the rob- 
bers of Britain? And do we, in the last case, say to 
these unfortunate sufferers,commence suits against 
those who have injured you? No. Government 
has taken the litigation in hand, at her own cost. 
Let her do so with the citizens of Norti Carolina. 
Or, will the Government of the United States sup- 
port the claim of the i injured against her own Ex- 
ecutive? Will they do it against the State of 
North Carolina ? They cannot; and from what 
hath has been said in this matter it is plain that, 
as the Government of the United States has con- 
verted the property of the citizens of North Caro- 
lina to the uses of her Government, compensation 
ought to be made out of the public purse, as the 
contrary would, on her part, destroy that bond of 
union between her as the sovereign power of the 
United States, and her citizens, and as not only 
bound to govern with justice, but also to protect 
them from all manner of injury, as well domestic 
as foreign. Mr. G. apologized, that he was with- 
out authority in the House, but would pledge his 
reputation that what he should advance, if not 
verbatim, should be in substance with the author 
quoted : 

“It is admitted by many, that the sovereign author- 
ity possesses a power, under the laws of ancient domain, 
to alienate the property of the subject, for the benefit 
of the Commonwealth, by impending public necessity 
against private injury.” But, without doubt, they “that 
have lost or sacrificed their property to the public safety 
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in such extremity, ought to have satisfaction made, as 
far as possible, by the Commonwealth. Anything short 
of this would destroy the reciprocity between the sove- 
reign and subject.” —Puffendorf, b. 8, c. 5, § 7. 


But can public necessity be urged in the present 
case to justify this kind of political robbery? I 
answer.no. If the Indians are to be kept in ee 
by bribes, why not in this, as in other similar eases 
by presents and pecuniary rewards? Is it not an 
indignity to the United States to purchase peace 
from an Indian nation, at the expense of a part of 
her citizens, whose resources at best were scanty, 
and are, by this and other spec rig rse almost an- 
nihilated? Surely it is. And, let me add, is it 
not an invariable axiom with all aallle on Go- 
vernment, 

“That all sacrifices of property made by individuals 
for the public benefit or accommodation, should or ought 
tobe paid out of the public revenue, and that one should 
not bear more of the burden than another.”--Burlemaqut, 
b. 8, c. 5, § 27, 28. 

Is it not, then, obvious to all, who will reflect 
on this subject, that compensation is due to these 
individuals, whose property has been wrested from 
them for Government purposes? The same author 
observes, in the 38th section of the same chapter: 


“That as no subject can assume any part of the 
sovereign power without the consent of the whole, 
neither can any sovereign authority deprive the subject 
of his right and property, nor substitute another sove- 
reign over him without his consent.” 

The public is in nothing more essentially inter- 
ested than in the protection of every individual’s 
private rights, as modelled by the municipal law 
in this and similar cases. The Legislature can and 
frequently does interpose, and compel the indi- 
vidual to acquiesce. But how does it interpose 
and compel? Not by stripping the individual of 
lis property in an arbitrary manner. No. But by 
giving him full and ample indemnification for the 
injury sustained; for there must be an end of all 
social commerce between man and man, unless 
private possessions be secured from unjust inva- 
sions. Thus, the protection of a State, in every 
precedent to be found in books that treat of the 
fundamental laws of civil society, or in the reso- 
lutions and acts of the British Parliament, means 
restitution, indemnity, or compensation. Grotius, 
when treating of the right of the sovereign au- 
thority to give up or take the property of the sub- 
ject, calls it “restitution, satisfaction ;” Burlema- 
qui, “indemnity, and inde ‘mnifying the subject for 
the injury sustained ;” and } ‘attel, “ recompense 
out of the public money.” It is farther observed, 
that cases of this kind operate, like property thrown 
into the sea to save the ship, by making an esti- 
mate of the loss, and causing an equal average on 
the property saved, which each owner is bound to 
pay. So that, from the fullest conviction, I am of 
opinion the citizens of North Carolina are enti- 
tled to the relief reported by the select committee 
and that strict justice requires we should comply 

with it; for, as | have said, in nothing is the Go- 
vernment of the United States more concerned, 
in a superlative degree, than in doing strict justice 
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to her citizens, as of the last importance in pre- 
serving the affections of the people to the Govern- 
ment. Vacancies in our Departments, civil, ju- 
dicial, or military, may be supplied as well, but to 
restore the confidence of a people borne down 
with oppression, exceeds comprehension. It is 
like attempting to return from the grave—is with- 
out precedent, and is vain labor indeed. At differ- 
ent epochs it has shook the foundations of mo- 
narchies, and caused tyrants to tremble and atone 
for their crimes with their lives; and, as I said at 
an early stage of the debate, if usurpers, tyrants, 
and despots, have been compelled to do justice, by 
this undeniable law of nature, shall the Govern- 
ment of the United States, founded on the pure 
principles of Democracy, be less just? Surely 
noi. Have we received a power to exercise in 
wantonly oppressing those who gave it? God for- 
bid! Therefore, let it ever be impressed on our 
minds, that justice exalteth a nation. Tbe House, 
I hope, will pardon my detaining them, at a time 
when every moment is precious. But the duty I 
owe to my injured constituents forbids silence, and 
will I hope be a sufficient apology. I shall, there- 
fore, submit to the judgment of the House, not 
doubting but justice will be done. ; 

Mr. Nicwotas was satisfied that the purchasers 
of the lands had a claim either against the United 
States or the State of North Carolina. Much 
had been said about the Indian right; but the In- 
dians never had been fit to occupy these lands. It 
could never have been the design of nature that 
these people should be termed the possessors of 
land which they were incapable to enjoy. He 
was, upon the whole, on the side of the claimants, 
though he enumerated some of the difficulties that 
would attend an attempt to please all parties. 

Mr. W. Smirn had found mueh difficulty in 
forming his opinion upon this question. He had 
at first been somewhat disposed against the claim- 
ants, but at last, after full deliberation, he was 
convinced of the justice of giving them redress. 
He requested the particular attention and candor 
of the House. The United States were, in this 
case, made a judge in their own cause, and there- 
fore it became more their duty to examine every 
part of the subject with the more accuracy. Mr. 
S. then began a distinct detail of the cireum- 
stances in the present dispute. Previous to the 
year 1796, North Carolina was a British Colony, 
and the British Crown considered itself as enti- 
tled to bestow grants of territory. In that year, 
North Carolina became a sovereign State. and 
consequently she conceived herself as succeeding 
to the right of the British Crown, and as having 
a right to bestow grants in the same way as the 
Kings of Great Britain haddone. This claim was 
asserted in her general Declaration of Rights, and 
it was incorporated into her Constitution. When 
North Carolina entered into the Union, all the Le- 
gislative rights of the State were preserved, and, 
by a necessary inference, her title to the lands 
comprehended in her original charter. In 1783. 
the State opened an office to sell the absolute 
right of such lands as had not been disposed of. 
In 1789, North Carolina ceded the right of juris- 
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diction to the United States, but she reserved her 


own Legislative rights, and consequently her right 
to sell the lands within her own territory ; and in 
disposing of the lands in question, the State did 
not intend merely to sell the right of pre-emption 
from the Indians, but the absolute title to the lands. 
Mr. 8. read a part of the Constitution of North 
Carolina, in order to explain what degree of le- 
gislation the State had conceded to the Federal 
Government, and what part she had reserved to 
herself; and he was clearly of opinion, that the 
disposal of the lands had been reserved. In 1783, 
the State offered these lands for sale. In 1786, 
the Commissioners of the United States assigned 
a great part of them to the Indians. In 1788, the 
Legislature of North Carolina declared that they 
would support the purchasers. The grand ques- 
tion now is, did the State, by acceding to the Con- 
federation, give up her right of legislation? She 
gave up her right to make Indian treaties, but re- 
served that of legislation, because, as above ob- 
served, it formed a part of her Constitution, which 
was understood to continue unviolated. These 
lands were bought with certificates, which it was 
alleged, on the other side, would purchase nothing 
else. If the certificates would purchase nothing 
else, it was proper at least that a should have 
been restored to their first owners, who might have 
subscribed them toa part of the Public Debt of the 
United States. They were certainly entitled either 
to their land or their certificates. These certili- 
cates, which were paid into the Treasury of North 
Carolina, were those of the United States. If the 
owners had only a pre-emption right, Mr. 8. in- 
sisted that the certificates should be returned. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that this was quite a new 
fact to him, and if it was as stated, there was no 
necessity for Legislative interference at all. The 
State of North Carolina had only to come forward 
and subseribe them to the Treasury. 

Mr. W. Smiru explained, that when delivered 
into the Treasury of North Carolina, they had been 
cancelled. After this they were again ordered to 
be made current by the subscriptions of the officers 
of the State, and in that shape they were offered 
to the Commissioners of Loans, who refused to 
accept them. The exact amount of the certifi- 
cates could still be ascertained, as well as the 
names of the persons to whom they belonged. 
They had been cancelled, but not destroyed. 

Mr. Boupinor imagined that Mr. Smirax had 
furnished a new and forcible argument against his 
own cause. This claim of North Carolina to sell 
the lands was wrong, and this doctrine had been 
the cause of all the disputes in which the Federal 
Government has been engaged. The Crown of 
Britain had never pretended to any right of this 
kind, nor ever thought it had a title to any lands 
till they were first purchased from the Indians. 
The question before the Committee was, have the 
United States taken away any claim which the 
purchasers of these lands had? And the answer 
is, that the United States have not. The State 
of North Carolina only had a right to sell the 
privilege of pre-emption. This was the only right 
which the purchasers obtained, and this right they 
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still possess. 
those of the United States, but those of North 
Carolina. They were not C ontinental certificates, 
and for that reason Continental officers would not 
accept them; but North Carolina has since brought 
these certificates into her account against the 
General Government. The Commissioners, in 
1786, had done a very great service to North Ca- 
rolina, by settling a line of boundary, and putting 
an end to the Indian war. He thought that the 
best way would be for the claimants to apply to 
the Executive, and agree among inoonaaiien to 
extinguish, by an interference of that kind, the 
Indian right. This would be much better than 
for the House to involve itself in the purchase of 
an immense tract of land, at an expense of seven 
or eight hundred thousand dollars, (or how much 
more Mr. B. could not tell,) when there was so 
muri, occasion for the money to pay the National 
Debt. He again declared that he should think it 
the best way “to obtain the good offices of the Ex- 
ecutive in extinguishing the Indian right. The 
Six Nations possessed part of the territory of Penn- 
sylvania. This State also may apply to the Ge- 
neral Government for redress, if North Carolina 
were to get payment for these lands. The State 
of New York may do so, for the same reasons as 
North Carolina. This would be involving the 
Government in an endless labyrinth. He was as 
unwilling as any gentleman in the House to inter- 
fere with the rights of the Legislature of North 
Carolina. But he did not wish to see the House 
going blindfold into the business. The United 
States have too much land already. 

Mr. Krrrera.—The certificates must have been 
given in by North Carolina to the United States. 
She denied the right of the Commissioners, in 
1786, to make Indian treaties, but now that right 
is given up. He agreed with Mr. Bouptnor as to 
his observations on Pennsylvania. Georgia, also 
he said, had about sixty millions of acres within 
her chartered limits. The business would never 
have an end, if the General Government was to 
interfere in ail these cases. 

Mr. Scorr.—Has not this Governmenta right 
to restrain every wild-goose excursion into the 
woods? If it has not, the Union must fall pros- 
trate at the feet of every wild speculator. Penn- 
sylvania, ata great expense, made preparations for 
an establishment at Presqu’Isle. The ground 
had been bought at a great expense from the Unit- 
ed States. Yet for the sake of general peace, the 
settlement had been stopped. 

Mr. McDowe.u denied that the two cases cor- 
responded, for the lands at Presqu’Isle had not 
been given to the Six Nations. 

Mr. Bouptnor differed from the last speaker. 
He did not think that anything farther had been 
done against the interest of North Carolina than 
against that of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Buiounr denied that the Indians ever oceu- 
pied the lands in question, or were fit to occup 
them, in any proper sense of the word. To wal 
across a country, and to shoot in it, was different 
from an occupation. But. besides, the Creeks and 
Cherokees were not theonly tribes who had hunted 
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It had been said yesterday that these lands 
gave rise to speculation. Mr. B. wished that it 
had done so, for in that ease the certificates would 
all have been paid by this time. There was no 
difficulty in funding Southern certificates, when 
once they got into the hands of Northern specula- 
tors. Mr. B. thought himself entitled to receive 
back from the United States the money which he 
had paid into the Treasury of North Carolina for 
these lands. 

Mr. Murray requested the favor of any gentle- 
man to inform him, whether the lands in question 
were possessed and oc cupied, in the more civilized 
sense of the terms, by the white people? He be- 
lieved they were not. Had they been in peace- 
able possession, living on, and cultivating the 
lands, that circumstance would form a very inte- 
resting motive in his mind in favor of the indem- 
nity that wasasked. But, in fact, they never were 
possessed of any right but that whie h North Ca- 
rolina could give them—the pre-emption right; 
that right they now possessed as fully as they did 
at the time of the cession to the United States. 
{Mr. Carnes rose, and informed him, that many 
white peorle, who had begun farms, were driven 
off their lands, and reduced to great distress by 
the proceedings of the Commissioners. } Mr M. 
said, an argument struck him of some weight— 
that if the claim be gratified, the claimants will be 
in a better situation now than they would have 
been if the cession had not been made ; for North 
Carolina could not have given them absolute pos- 
session but by force of arms. This she would not 
have a right to do, under this Confederation, nor 
under the Constitution, as noone State can make 
war. But the claimants can ask nothing more of 
the United States than they could have had ac- 
complished for them by the State of North Caro- 
lina. A new doctrine, resulting from the Revo- 
lution, must be admitted as a ground of reasoning, 
when Indian, unconquered territory, is before us. 
The Provinces had power, as indiv idual bodies— 
which States, as such, have not—the right of 
making war, and gaining possession of Indian ter- 
ritory by conquest. So it was, that a Province 
could, from its own separate resources, make war 
on Indians, and pay individually the expense. 
But when the great contest for Independence came 
on, all the States were, in fact, principal confede- 
rated bodies, long before they signed the paper of 
Confederation. The doctrine, which suited such 
a body of States, was, that whatever might be 
gained by the joint efforts and expense of all, 
should be the property of all, jointly; and he 
thought that every principle of sound justice war- 
ranted him in applying the doctrine, so far as to 
say, that whatever might be the chartered limits 
lof each Province, while de pendent, yet the mo- 
ment of the joint contest was that in which the 
true limits of a State were, asfar as property in land 
went, confined to that boundary which was really 
located, occupied, and peaceably holden within 
the limits. To say that the State had a right more 
positive than the pre-emptive one, to lands actu- 
ally occupied and defended by hostile tribes of 
Indians within the chartered limits, admits a prin- 
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ciple, that, if put into action, tended necessarily to 
violate the great principle of the Confederation, 
and of the present Constitution, which divests the 
individual States of the right to make war; asthe 
State, to make good any sales she might make 
within the hostile territory, would be obliged to 
make war on the tribes to dispossess them. The 
lands in question were in this situation. They 
were occupied by Indian tribes, and were never in 
possession of North Carolina. The gentleman 
from that State seems to doubt the occupancy of 
the tribes. Mr. M. believed we would violate prin- 
ciples of justice were we to borrow the principle 
of occupancy from books, and apply it to Indian 
society. The Indian tribes held certain tracts of 
land. As to the mode in which they thought it 
most rational to use the land, it was nothing 
against their right to say its exercise differed from 
our mode. Ke understood they made a hunting 
ground of the land in dispute. They had a right 
to use it as such, and their mode of use was no 
argument against their right. All that could be, 
or was proved to belong to North Carolina, was 
the Colonial right of qualified sovereignty, called 
the pre-emption right. This was all she could 
grant, and this was all that the claimants could 
take from her. They had that now; and as he 
could not see the propriety of making their situa- 
tion better than if the cession had not been made, 
so he could not agree to the resolution for giving 
them indemnity. Perhaps his ideas on the sub- 
ject might be tashioned by local cireumstances, 
belonging as he did to a State which had no share 
in those rich funds which the large frontier States 
possessed, he thought, very unjustly, in immense 
tracts of back lands. He felt it a duty to narrow 
all claims like the present as much as possible. 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, were all in the same situation. They 
had no back lands, and were divested of the share 
they were justly entitled to in the back lands, 
which now bring immense funds of wealth into 
the land offices of those States which possess 
them. 

Mr. Heistrer wished to have that part of the 
law read, which relates to the species of certifi- 
cates referred to in the debate; this was accord- 
ingly done. Mr. H. said, that he had not enough 
of evidence before him to give a vote. He there- 
fore wished that the Committee might rise. 

Mr. Macon said, that, according to Mr. Bount- 
NOT, it was the doctrine of North Carolina in 
1783, that the State possessed a right to the unap- 
propriated lands. If that was their doctrine then, 
nothing had since happened which could make it 
cease to be sonow. ‘The Crown of Britain had 
transferred the absolute property of !ands, without 
inquiring for permission from the Indians. This 
evidence went strongly to prove that North Car- 
olina had the same title. The case of Presqu’- 
Isle did not apply, for Pennsylvania was raising 
troops to make that settlement, and no State can, 
by the Constitution, raise troops of itself. He 
wished the Committee not to rise till they had de- 
termined the question. 
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the Committee would be opposed upon various 
grounds: but he considered none of them as wel! 
founded. 
lina to individuals, of lands within her chartered 
boundary. The cession made to and accepted by 
the United States, conditioned to secure the inter- 
est of individuals. 
ed to be held by the United States with the In- 
dians, and by that treaty, lands formerly granted, 
were relinquished to them. The Commissioners 
of North Carolina protested in form. 
turned out, had paid ten pounds the hundred acres, 
for their lands, and they were entitled to compen- 
sation from North Carolina, or from the United 
States. It had been said, that North Carolina, had 
no right but that of pre-emption. 
denied. 
lands within her boundary ; and there was an ex- 
press agreement 
uals. 
the State, if she had no right? The Indians never 
could have been considered an independent nation, 
else there would be compensation in imperio. He 
mentioned the case of the Tallissee Country con- 
taining four millions of acres. 
in 1785, between the State of Georgia and the 
Creeks, this land was ceded to Georgia. 
cond treaty, at New York, this very country was 
relinquished to the Indians, and of course the bona 
fide right of the State wrested from them. If a 


Grants were first made by North Caro- 


A treaty was thereafter order- 


The people 


This Mr. C. 
North Carolina had a right to all the 


reserving those lands to individ- 
Why did the United States contract with 


By a treaty made 


By a se- 


decision could be had on this case before a judicial 
tribunal, it would not require a moment’s hesita- 
tion to determine in favor of the State, and that 
the treaty was a nuiiity. It had been alleged thai 
the right of pre-emption was the only right in 
possession of the States, that is, a title to purchase 
of the holders of the property, in exclusion of all 
other States, or individuals thereof or the particu- 
lar State. Mr. C. contended that the fee-simple 
of all the soil within the chartered limits belonged 
to the State. As to the boundaries, the definitive 
'l'reaty of Peace settles them beyond contradic- 
tion. As to the proprietors of these lands being in 
no worse condition now than before the cession 
back to the Indians, the people were plowing the 
lands, when driven from them, and will any gen- 
tleman say that this is not injuring people? As 
to the State of North Carolina having no parti- 
cular claim to the land now beyond the Indian Line, 
he would put a case within the chapter of possi- 
bilities. Suppose that all the Indians were driven 
over the Mississippi to-morrow, to whom would 
the lands which they now possess belong? The 
particular States, to be sure, within whose range 
they lay. The gentlemen whoadvocate for morality, 
and who talk of treating the indians with human- 
ity, are the very men who have uniformly coun- 
tenanced the raising of troops, and augmenting the 
force on our Northwestern frontiers. How can 
they reconcile their conduct? The Indians to the 
South are to be treated with humanity, and those 
to the North are to be butchered, that the United 
States may enjoy their property. 

Mr. Boupinor said, that the charter from Bri- 
tain extended to the South Sea, but such a stretch 
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He read several ot the old laws of North Carolina, 
to prove that the Indian right of soil had always 
been acknowledged. 

Mr. Biounr had never thought of quoting this 
book, which he now did, to show that the British 
Government had authorized conquest. He did 
not know of one purchase made in Carolina. It 
was all conquest, and so were nine-tenths of all 
the lands held by the white people in America. 

Mr. McDowe..t.—Those lands which are the 
subject of debate, and which a number of gentle- 
men have contended, that North Carolina had nota 
right to grant toher citizens, have been proved tu be 
within the chartered limits as granted by Charles 
II., and which limits, sovereignty and jurisdic- 
tion were guaranteed to the State by the Articles 
of Confederation. 

After this, and within the year 1783, the Legis- 
lature passed a law for opening an office to receive 
entries of lands in the district of country now 
called the Territory South of the Ohio, for the re- 
demption of special and other certificates; and 
after a number of the surveys were made, and the 
grants issued, the Government of the United 
States ordered a treaty to be held with the Cher- 
okee Indians at Holston, in the year 1785, and the 
Commissioners agreed to give up a large quantity 
of lands before stated to the Indians; but, previous 
to articles being signed, Colonel Blount, who was 
the agent for North Carolina, entered his protest 
in behalf of the State, that some of the articles 
about to be entered into between the Commission- 
ers,on the part of the United States, and the 
Cherokee Indians, would infringe on the Legisla- 
tive rights of the State of North Carolina, and the 
Legislature of the State also protested against the 
proceedings. 

I must here remark, that the then Government 
of the United States, agreeably to the Articles of 
Confederation, could not legally make use of the 
property of the State for any purpose without 
their consent. 

This continued to be the situation of this busi- 
ness, till after Congress requested a cession of 
those lands, with the sovereignty thereof, which 
now form the Territory South of the Ohio, which 
was complied with, under certain reservations, to 
continue claims, and the situations of the claim- 
ants as good as though this cession had not been 
made, which was a complete acknowledgement 
of the right of North Carolina, on the part of the 
United States, but in my opinion placed them in 
the same situation that the State would have been 
in, had the cession not taken place. 

Since the adoption of the present Government, 
another treaty was ordered to be held with the 
Indians, and the lands were given up to the Indians. 
Here the Executive right to make such treaty 
may be questioned, and I believe rightly too; for 
it would be an extraordinary power for theim to 
make use of the property of individuals, without 
their consent, or making any compensation, and 
apply it to national purposes. Great difficulties 
would be involved, were a remedy to be attempt- 
ed in a judicial way against the Government. I 
do therefore think either that policy or interest, on 
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the part of the United States, would point out a 
compliance, in part, with the report on the table, 
for it will not placethe United States in any worse 
situation than they would have been in, had the 
lands not been entered. Had that been the case, 


those certificates would have been in the hands of 


individuals, a debt against the Government, but 
on their being subscribed now, to the amount 
actually paid on their relinquishing their claim, 


you wouldthen have the land, which will be valua- 
ble at a period far distant. 


Some gentlemen appear to be alarmed at the 


sum ; but if the principle is a just or fair one, the 
sum ought not to be an objection. I will here 
state further, to remove the alarms of those gentle- 


men, that the sum will fall far short of the state- 
ment made by Mr. Jefferson, as a great deduction 
is to be taken from that; but I can further assert, 
that a great number of the claimants would not 
relinquish their claim to said lands to subscribe; 
it would generally be such as are in indigent cir- 


cumstances. And herel cannot help making some 


reply to the objections stated by several members, 
who have alleged that North Carolina had acted 
wrong in selling these lands before they had ex- 
tinguished the Indian claim, and that the claim- 


ants were in no worse situation than they would 


have been had the cession not have taken place. I 


am not a little surprised to find, that gentlemen 
cannot see the distinction, for had the cession and 


treaty at Holston taken place, they were at liberty 
to settle the lands, and North Carolina was bound 
to protect them; but since the treaty had been 
made, the land is not only given up as stated, but 
it is made criminal to cross the boundary. Mr. 
Dexter has stated that North Carolina has acted 
unjustly and wrong in makiug sale of those lands 
before she had extinguished the Indian claims. 
Here I shall repeat what I stated before in an- 
swer to what the gentleman has said. That the 
Indian claims to said lands were, in part, extin- 
guished by Henderson’s purchase, and part by 
conquest, and thata considerable part of the lands, 
that no nation of Indians could establish a claim 
to, had been claimed by diff2rent tribes as territo- 
ry grounds, but had not been inhabited by any 
tribe within the memory, or any account that can 
be traced, and for as great a length of time the 
different tribes had been at war with each other 
about the right of hunting on said land. But so 
far as it relates to the right of North Carolina, I 
believe no member has a right to call it in ques- 
tion at this time. The gentleman’s arguments 
would have been more applicable at the time the 
cession act was under consideration; and as to 
what the member said about the principle and 
precedent it would fix, I will only cali the atten- 
tion of that gentleman and the Committee, to the 
conduct of the Government of the United States. 
Have they not pushed conquests into the Indian 
country Northwest of the Ohio? Are they not 
continuing to do so, and is it not in contemplation 
to sell large quanties of lands in that country, that 
have never been purchased? If so, the precedent 
which the gentleman fears so much is already 
established. But here I beg leave to call the at- 
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tention of the Committee,in the most serious man- 

ner, to the number of citizens concerned, perhaps 
near twenty thousand. A great number of them 
are men who turned cut in support of the Ameri- 
can Independence, who fought, who bled, and 
furnished their property i to the support of 
the cause. For this service they received certifi- 
cates, which they wished to realize by entering 
said lands, and flattered themselves with sitting 
down on those lands, and in the latter part of life, 
making themselves and families happy. Their 
hopes were soon blasted. After the act of last 
session, the Treaty of Holston took place. which 
gave their property to a savage and cruel enemy, 
to quiet the minds of an enemy who not only 
were opposed to us through the war with Britain. 
but ever since have been embruing their hands in 
the blood of innocent women and children. What 
will be the feelings of the claimants, who have 
acted as [ have stated, when they find that their 
request, which to be sure is a modest one, and which 
is only to be reimbursed for sums actually paid, is 
refused. Should this be the decision, I leave you 
to draw the conclusion. Should they proceed to 
settle those lands in opposition to the treaty, I 
should not be much surprised. But the report on 
your table goes too far, as to damage and a future 
preference, which I am not in favor of; therefore 
the resolutions in the latter part of the report | 
hope will be stricken out. 

On the same question, Mr. GiLLesPie made the 
subsequent remarks: he observed a disposition in 
the House to call the question; he then said that 
the situation in which he stood required that he 
should say something in support of the resolution 
under consideration, as it had been stated asa new 
and singular case, from which he took the liberty 
to dissent, as every writer on the law and usage of 
nations, held it as an invariable axiom, that all 
sacrifices of property made by individuals for pub- 
lic uses, canta to be paid out of.the public purse. 
He stated the Treaty between England, France, 
and Spain, in 1763, and the case of the loyalists in 
1783, and as the hour of adjournment had arrived, 
concluded with a motion for the Committee to 
rise, and report progress. 

The question was then put, Shall the Commit- 
tee now rise and report progress ? This was nega- 
tived. The resolutions in the report were suc- 
cessively put, and lost. 

The Committee then rose; the Chairman re- 
ported progress, and the House adjourned. 


Frivay, January 30. 


A memorial of sundry manufacturers of hemp, 
in the town of Newport, in the State of Rhode 
Island, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that a 
drawback of the duty imposed by law on the im- 
portation of foreign hemp, may be allowed on the 
exportation of the same, when manufactured into 
cordage within the United States. Also, 

A memorial of sundry manufacturers of choco- 
late, in the State of Massachusetts, praying that 
so much of an act passed at the last session of 
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Congress, as imposes an additional duty of two 
cents per pound on cocoa imported from foreign 
countries, may be repealed; and that such mea- 
sures may be adopted for encouraging the manu- 
facture of the said article within the United 
States, as to the wisdom of Congress shall seem 
meet. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred 
to Mr. Goopuug, Mr. Wars, and Mr. Heisrer; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinions thereon, to the 
House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, stating “ that, 
pursuant to the duty enjoined by law upon the 
Head of that Department, he has prepared a re- 
port, containing some suggestions for the improve- 
ment and better management of the several 
branches of the actual revenues of the United 
States, which is ready to be communicated, as the 
House may be pleased to direct.” The letter was 
read: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be informed that the House is ready to receive 
the report therein referred to. 

The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee to whom was referred the Message 
from the Presipent oF tae Unirep Srares, of 
the thirtieth of January, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, enclosing the copy of a let- 
ter from the Governor of North Carclina, cover- 
ing a resolution of the Legislature of that State ; 
as, also, the petitions of Thomas Person and others 
proprietors of lands in the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio, and of the Trus- 
tees of the University of North Carolina, to which 
the Committee of the Whole House had, yester- 
day, reported their disagreement: Whereupon. 

The first resolution reported by the committee, 
being again read, in the words following, to wit: 


“ Resolved, That it shall be lawful for the Executive 
of the State of North Carolina to subscribe, by way of 
loan to the United States, the amount ofall such certifi- 
cates as have been deposited in payment for any lands 
(reserved by the act of cession aforesaid) in payment 
for any lands which may have been relinquished to the 
Indians by the treaty aforesaid, in trust for the persons 
by whom they were so deposited, according to their re- 
spective rights and interests.” 


The question was taken, that the House do 
agree with the Committee of the Whole House 
in their disagreement to the said first resolution, 
and it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The second resolution reported by the commit- 
tee, being again read, in the words following, to 
wit: 

“ Resolved, That the United States ought to reim- 
burse the said persons the money which they have ex- 
pended in having entries and surveys made, and in ob- 
taining grants, and any other incidenta! charges which 
they have necessarily incurred, with interest ; and that 
they should moreover make a reasonable allowance for 
the loss and damage which the petitioners have sus- 
tained, by having possession of the said land withheld 
from them.” 

The question was taken, that the House do 
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agree with: the Cosbanitnée of the Whole House 
in their disagreement to the said second resolu- 
tion, and resolved in the affirmative. 
The third res lution reported bv the committee, 
being again read, in the words following, to wit: 


« And whereas the grants to the aforesaid lands, 
made by virtue of an act of the Legislature of North 
Carolina, are valid to all intents and purposes, as com- 
ing fully within the purview ofa condition contained in 
the act of cession from the said State to the United 
States: Therefore, 

“ Resolved, That, whenever the United States shall 
think proper to extinguish the Indian claim to the said 
lands, by purchase or otherwise, it will be just and rea- 
sonable that the several persons who have obtained 
grants, or made surveys or entries, should have such 
rights confirmed and established, and their titles per- 
fected, in preference to any other persons, on repaying 


to the Treasury of the United States, the amount of 


what they may now receive, as a compensation for their 
disbursements and losses, in case such persons shall 
think proper to make such re-payment within a certain 
time, to be limited by Congress for that purpose.” 


The question was taken, that the House do 
agree with the Committee of the Whole House, 
in their disagreement to the said third resolution, 
and resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made, and the question be- 
ing put, that the House do agree to the following 
resolution : 

“ Resolved That such persons as have entered lands 


agreeably to the laws of North Carolina, in the Terri- 
tory ceded by that State to the United States, and on 


the Indian side of the line established by the Treaty of 


Holston, ought to be reimbursed by the United States 
the amount of the purchase-money actually paid for the 
same, and the necessary expense of locating and sur- 
veying, where the survey has been made; such persons 
first relinquishing their right thereto, to the United 
States :” 


It passed in the negative—yeas 14, nays 56, as 
follows : 


Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, William 
B. Grove, George Hancock, Matthew Locke, Nathan- 
iel Macon, Joseph McDowell, Alexander Mebane, John 
Page, Robert Rutherford, William Smith, Benjamin 
Williams, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Naxs.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, Thomas Claiborne, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, 
Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Henry Dearborn, George 
Dent, Gabriel Duvall, Benjamin Edwards, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Nicholas 
Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, Andrew 
Gregg, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, James Hillhouse, 
William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John Hunter, Wil- 
liam Irvine, Aaron Kitchell, Amasa Learned, William 
Lyman, James Madison, William Montgomery, Andrew 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, William Vans Murray, An- 
thony New, John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander 
D. Orr, Josiah Parker, Andrew Pickens, Francis Pres- 
ton, Thomas Scott, John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, 
Samuel Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George Thatcher, 
Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, 
Peter Van Gaasbeck, Artemas Ward, and Paine Win- 
gate. 


Another motion was then made and seconded, 
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‘that the House do come to the following gules 
tion : 

“ Resolved, that President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause a treaty to be entered into with any 
Indian tribes who may claim, hold, possess, or be enti- 
tled to, any laads within the Territory ceded by the 
State of North Carolina to the United States; and to 
endeavor to obtain, by such treaty, an extinguishment 
of the Indian claims to all lands, the pre-emptive right 
to which has been sold by the said State, in pursuance 
of the act,of one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
three, opening an office for the sale of the said lands.” 


Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. WitiiaMm Samira .Mr. Dayton, Mr. Swirr, 
Mr. McDowe tu, and Mr. Pace. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the Committee 
of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Gilbert Dench ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose and reported that the 
prayer of the said petition ought not to be grant- 

ed, and that the petitioner have leave to with- 
draw the same; which was agreed to by the 
House. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, enclosing certain 
confidential communications from Major General 
Wayne, dated the twenty-third of December last ; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Monpay. February 2. 


A memorial of sundry manufacturers of hemp 
in the town of Providence, in the State of Rhode 
Island, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was 
presented to the House and read, praying that a 
drawback of the duty imposed by law on the im- 
portation of foreiga hemp may be allowed on the 
exportation of the same when manufactured into 
cordage within the United States. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Goopnur. Mr. Warts, and Mr. Herster; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Mr. Wiuutam Smirn, from the committee to 
whom was committed the motion of the thirtieth 
ultimo, authorizing a treaty to be held for the ex- 
tinguishment of Indian titles to lands within the 
Territory ceded to the United States by the State 
of North Carolina, made a report, which was read ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered, That Wednesday next be assigned to 
take the said report into consideration. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- 
ing the report referred to in his letter of the thir- 
tieth ultimo, for the i improvement and management 
of the public revenue; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee appointed, = 
sented a bill to provide for organizing, arming 
and disciplining the Militia of the United States; : 
which was read twice and committed. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report the nett amount of duties 
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arising on distilled spirits, and on country stills, 
(drawbacks deducted,) during the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-two, showing how 
much thereof was collected in each State; what 
proportion of the whole has arisen on spirits dis- 
tilled from foreign, and what from domestic ma- 
terials, and the total expenses of collecting in each 
State. Also, the same for 1793, so far as returns 
have been made; and where they have not been 
made, that he be requested to furnish an estimate 
of their nett product, calculated on the return of 
1792. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Dayron, next 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to 
take into consideration the report of the select 
committee relating to the Military Establishment. 
The Chairman having read the resolution recom- 
mended by the committee, in the following words, 
viz: 

“ Resolved, That two regiments, consisting of nine 
hundred and sixty men each, be formed out of the 
regiments now in the service of the United States, to 
compose, with the corps of artillery, the Military Estab- 
lishment of the United States, and to continue in ser- 
vice until the first day of June, 1798, unless sooner 
discharged” — 


Mr. Dayvon said, that he disliked the report in 
general, and was more immediately opposed to the 
proposition on the table, which he should not agree 
to under any modification of which it was capa- 
ble. It was his wish to have taken the sense of 
the Committee of the Whole upon his plan, by 

roposing to amend the one before them, but he 
ound it could not be done consistently with the 
rules of the House, as it might with propriety be 
considered rather as a substitute than an amend- 
ment. Ifthe one under consideration should be 
negatived, (and that such ought to be its fate, Mr. 
D. inferred, not merely from the insufficiency of 
the numbers proposed therein for the Military 
Establishment, but from the wording of it, which 
contemplated regiments—a term not at all appli- 
cable to the present system of organization, which 
was a legionary one)—then the way would be 
opened for him to offer to the House a proposition 
which he held in his hand for their information. 
Mr. D. then read it as follows, viz: 


“ Resolved, That the present Military Establishment 
of the United States be continued, and the corps com- 
posing the same completed by enlistments for a term 
not exceeding three years, with authority to the Pre- 
sipENT to forbear to raise, or to discharge after they 
shall be raised, such part thereof as future events shall 
in his judgment render consistent with the public safety, 
convenience, and economy.” 


After reading it, Mr. Day ron remarked, that he 
had been unfriendly to a reduction of the Estab- 
lishment when the subject was some time since 
under discussion, and that he had heard nothing 
since to induce him to alter that opinion; on the 
contrary, two communications from different quar- 
ters had since that time been received, which very 
much strengthened it. He alluded toa letter from 
General Wayne, which was communicated under 
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confidential instruction, but which was doubtless 
fresh in the recollection of every member of the 
Committee ; and to a Report of the Secretary of 
War, made in consequence of a late request of the 
House directed to the Presipent. The object 
which he had in view was the effectual protection 
of the frontiers, in a manner the least inconveni- 
ent and harassin gto the Militia, and the most eco- 
nomical to the United States. There needed no 
proof that calls for the services of the militia were 
always attended with great embarrassment to our 
fellow-citizens who composed it, and with a waste 
of money which the other system would not oc- 
casion. Mr. D. wished to ascertain whether, in 
the present unsettled state of affairs, whilst Britain 
possessed our posts, and the Indians remained hos- 
tile, it was the sense of a majority that the Mili- 
tary Establishment ought to be reduced. 

This produced a discussion, in which Mr. Ni- 
cHoias, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Ames, and Mr. Mapi- 
son, spoke. The latter gentleman seemed rather 
favorable to reducing than augmenting the num- 
ber of troops in the service of the United States. 
He ailuded to the report of the treaty said to be 
entered into between this country and Britain, 
from which it might be inferred that the Indian 
hostilities on the Northwest of the Ohio would 
slacken. 

Mr. Ames, in reply to what had fallen from Mr. 
Nicuo.as, thought it would be bad economy to 
reduce the number of troops, which might tend to 
prolong the war. ‘The latter gentleman having 
referred to the solicitude of Mr. Ames for paying 
off the Public Debt, which he considered as not 
quite consistent with his present desire of expend- 
ing so much money on a Standing Army, Mr. 
Ames replied, that he believed the gentleman 
would be very much mortified to think that he 
possessed as little property as he [Mr. A.] did; 
that a report had been industriously circulated, as 
if the possession of public funds had an influence 
in that House on the votes of members; and this 
foolish calumny had been disseminated with so 
much industry as to have had an injurious effect 
on the minds of the public in some parts of the 
Union, and had much influence in serving the 
ends of some people. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that it would be imprope: 
to diminish the preparations for war on account 
of any report afloat of a treaty with Britain ; for i! 
there was such a treaty, (which was not yet cer- 
tain,) nothing could be counted upon it till rati- 
fied by the Government here. 

The Committee rose, after disagreeing to the 
report. The Chairman reported progress, and 
the question being put, the House also disagreed 
to the report of the Committee. 

Mr. Day'ron then read his resolution on this 
subject as given above, and which was made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 


Tvuespay, February 3. 


A memorial of sundry manufacturers of paper, 
whose names are thereunto subscribed, was pre- 
sented to the House and, read, praying that so 
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much of the Revenue Laws of the United States | 
as imposes a duty on rags imported from foreign | 
countries may be-repealed; or that such other 
measures may be adopted for encouraging the | 
manufacture of paper within the United States as 
to the wisdom of Congress shall seem meet. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Goopuug, Mr. Warrs, and Mr. HeisTer; | 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill to authorize the al- | 
lowance of drawback on part of the cargo of the | 
ship Enterprise ; and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose, and reported the bill with- | 
out amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and | 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee to 
whom was re-committed the report of a commit- | 
tee on the report of the Secretary of War, respect- 
ing the fortifications of the United States, be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House on | 
Friday next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | 
the Whole House on so much of the report of the 
committee appointed to inquire and report whether 
any, and what alterations ought to be made to the 
act imposing duties on snuff manufactured within 
the United States, as relates to an immediate | 
alteration of the mode of collecting the duties on | 
snuff manutaviured within the United States; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman | 
reported a resolution, which was twice read, and 
agreed to by the House, as follows : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to amend the act laying 
duties on manufactured snuff, and to alter the mode 
of impossing the said duties, by imposing the same | 
on the mortar. 

Ordered, That Mr. WituiamM Smirn, Mr. Nicno- 
LAs, Mr. Samven Smiru, Mr. Lyman, Mr. Finp- | 
LEY, Mr. Firzsimons, and Mr. Manpison, be ap- 
pointed a committee, pursuant to the said resolu- 
tion. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the bill authorizing the 
erection of a light-house near the entrance of 
Georgetown harbor, in the State of South Caro- 
lina; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Chairman reported an amendment, which was 
twice read, and agreed by the House. 

| 
| 











Ordered, That the said bill with the amend- 
ment, be engrossed, and read a third time. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House went into a Committee of the} 
Whole on the Military Establishment of the Uni- | 
ted States, Mr. Cops in the Chair. 

The resolution proposed by Mr. Dayron was 
taken up, and Mr, Gites proposed, as an amend- 
ment, to strike out the word * three” from the re- 
solution, which would then read “ years.” 
Mr. G. introduced his amendment with some | 
remarks, delivered in rather a low tone of voice. | 


| 


| had always produced mischief. 


Military Establishment. 


Mr. 8S. Smiru had often been surprised at the 
way in which the Constitution was introduced 
into every subject. He never felt that surprise 
more sensibly than he did now. The member who 
spoke last had discovered that the raising of any 
army for the term of three years was disagreeable 
to the Constitution. He could not comprehend 
what Mr. Gites would be at. He was against a 
Standing Army; he was against a Militia. Mr. 
S. could not conceive what kind of support he 
would give the Government. Was he to depend 
solely on the virtue of the people? There were 
vicious characters in America, as well as else- 
where. Mr.S. asked if we are never to learn wis- 
dom in military matters? When General Howe, 
with thirty thousand men, landed-at Long-Island, 


| the Americans raised a body of flying-camp men, 


who were to serve only for six months. The con- 


| sequence was, that a great number of valuable 


citizens were just long enough in the service to be 
disgusted with it, but not long enough to learn the 
military exercise or imbibe military feelings. This 
short enlistment had a very bad effect. The same 
practice had been continued since that time, and 
Can there be any 
bad consequence of enlisting these men for three 
years, when we can have them at the same ex- 
pense of bounty as if they were only for two years ? 
Whenever a gentleman is at a loss for an argu- 
ment, the Constitution is brought forward. The 
result would be, that when it was really useful to 
do so, the reference will be laughed at. There 
had been six-months men in the Army of St. Clair 
whose time was out, and who had left him just 
before his defeat. Men had been enlisted on so 
short a date, that their time was expired before 
they could be marched to the camp. 

Mr. Gites.—The remarks of the gentleman last 
up are of so extraordinary a nature as to demand 
areply. Mr. G. had not pointed out any obliga- 
tion on the House by the Constitution to reject 
the term of three years. He never had been against 
a militia. [Mr. 8S. Smrra here said that the gen- 
tleman had said he was against any military force. } 
Mr. Gives denied the accuracy of his several quo- 
tations. He wasa friend toa militia; he cleaved 
to a militia. How it came to be imagined that he 
would be against it, he was at a loss to conceive. 
There was a privilege in that House whieh Mr. G. 
would never give up to any man, and that was the 
privilege of speaking his opinion. He thought 
two years a long enough term; he should vote for 
it. Ifthe men were wanted after that for a longer 
term, they could then be continued. 

Mr. Hartcey was for the longest term. It was 
a hard thing to call out the militia from their work. 
The supporting of the Army would be the short- 
est way to finish the war. 

The amendment was negatived by the Com- 
mittee. 

The question on the resolution itself was next 
ealled for. 

Mr. F inp vey said, it was with some reluctance 
that he rose on this question. He knew that on 
former occasions his support to the measures for 
increasing and continuing the Western Army was 
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supposed to have been influenced by the situation 
of the Western counties of Pennsylvania. He 
hoped that when it was considered that the head- 
quarters of the Army was near six hundred miles 
below Pittsburg, and that this was the nearest post; 
and when it was also considered that the Indians 
of the Sanduskies, who harassed the frontiers of 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, had not been made an, 
object of offensive operations, he hoped it would 
be believed that he was not influenced in his 
opinion on this question by his iocal situation. 
He went into a retrospect. The first offensive 
operation (General Harmar’s expedition) was 
evidently undertaken without a competent know- 
ledge of the strength and temper of the Indians, 
or of the influence by which they were supported; 
consequently it increased the war. The expedi- 
tion of General St. Clair was also provided for on 
the same mistaken policy ; it was likewise unfor- 
tunate, and the Indians became more formidable 
by greater combinations. These inadequate provi- 
sions for the Indian war cost much money, and 

rotracted the war. These losses can be reim- 

ursed, but the abundant loss of human blood can- 
not be recovered or compensated ; and these losses 
are justly chargeable to the want of competent 
force and short enlistments. When the present 
Army was directed to be organized, the number of 
troops as prescribed by the law and the time of 
service were competent, but the encouragement 
was inadequate. Mr. F’. saw the consequences of 
this defect at the time, and endeavored to have the 
wages raised; but, though the House of Representa- 
tives had voted to increase the encouragement to 
the Army at different times, it failed in the Senate. 
The consequence was, that the number prescribed 
by law was never completed. But, though we had 
no more troops than the gentlemen have mentioned, 
that circumstance does not prove that the force 
wasadequate. The reverse isrendered evident by 
undeniable facts. It is a fact, that the defence of 
the frontiers could not be combined with offensive 
operations, as was originally intended; nor was 
the Army fit to carry on the limited operations 
without a very expensive aid of the militia. This 
aid was not only necessary to assist in the most 
advanced and important operations, but even to 
guard the escorts of provisions. The attack made 
upon Major Adair with mounted volunteers, which 
was attended with the loss of lives, and of horses 
and stores, cannot be forgotten. The attack of the 
escort with wagons and stores on the road, and the 
loss of several brave officers and privates, and also 
the more formidable attack upon an advanced post, 
when, though the post was supported, the cattle and 
stores were taken toa great amount,and the lives of 
many of our valuable citizens lost, were all charge- 
able to the smallness of our force. But it is said 
that our future prospects have changed the situa- 
tion of our affairs so much, as to render a smaller 
force competent tothe object. What isthischange? 
General Wayne has gained one victory, but is this 
a conquest? Or has it obtained a peace? No. It 
is far otherwise. The Indians do not sue for peace, 
notwithstanding all our pacific endeavors to induce 
them to it ; and emissaries, rendered active by their 
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personal prejudices against us, even if they had no 
superior inducement, are as active in irritating the 
Indians as ever. The prospect of a treaty seemed 
to be considered as an essential change of situa- 
tion; but supposing the reports of this to be well 
founded, it certainly was not yet confirmed on our 
part. We did not even know the terms; but, from 
what appeared, the relinquishment of the posts was 
to be suspended for a considerable time, and for 
the accomplishment of this we had only a promise 
in the treaty, and we had this before. However, 
he hoped this desirable object would be accom- 
lished, but he could not extend his hopes beyond 
iis confidence ; and he acknowledged that his con- 
fidence was not perfect, but did not choose to ex- 
plain his reasons ; he thought it was not necessary. 
Pretences we knew could easily be found to evade 
the fulfilment of a treaty. He said that many 
arguments might be adduced to prove the propri- 
ety of completing the Army which it was not 
convenient to explain. Certainly it will not b: 
pretended that the Southwestern Territory, 01 
even Georgia, do not stand in need of more efli- 
cient assistance, or that these States would not 
have been better protected if the Army had been 
completed. He apprehended that the conduct and 
temper of the Southern Indians did not justify us 
in lessening our force. He hoped that further 
offensive operations against the Western Indians 
might not be necessary, but he thought that de- 
pended on possessing a sufficient force either for 
the defence of the posts, or offensive operations, as 
occasion might require. 

Mr. Dayron said, that the gentleman had laid 
down wrong premises, and thence it was no won- 
der if he had made wrong conclusions. He had said 
there was a chain of garrisons from the Ohio to 
the Lakes. Now, (said Mr. D.,) there is no such 
chain. He said that the present Army had done 
the business. Now, (said Mr. D.,) the Army alone 
did not do the business. There were 1800 mounted 
volunteers from Kentucky, four or five hundred 
militia in Georgia, and several independent com- 
panies in Pennsylvania; so that altogether the 
militia were as numerous as the regular Army. 
The gentleman asks the object of members who 
advocate this resolution. It was expressed yes- 
terday. The object is, an economical, efiectual 
defence of the frontiers. 

Mr. Mapison, after all that had been said, was 
still of opinion that there had been a change in our 
situation, and so there might be a possibility that 
a reduction was proper. By the arrangements 
made in this session. it might be practicable to 
reduce the numbers, nominally, and yet havea real 
augmentation, because the new regulations would 
actually bring more men into the field. 

Mr. Scorr said, that the way to finish the wa! 
was to make it continue offensive, and pursue the 
Indians from one place to another, and let them 
know they should have no rest till they sued fo! 
peace. To reduce the forces back to a defensive 
war would be to have an eternal war, and be the 
most ruinous thing imaginable. There could not 
be a more wretched policy, in his opinion. The 
rumor of an intended reduction would induce other 
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tribes te to join ‘Chile alieady at war with us. The 
British, who had blown the coal, who had done 
every thing i in their power to excite the Indians 
to hostilities, would do so still. It should be 
remembered, that though the Indians had been 
defeated by General Wayne, the House were in 
possession of private information, that the British 
had attempted to rally them for another attack; 
and though British influence had failed for one 
time, there was no assurance that it would always 
fail. 
in circumstances: Mr. 8. thought them changed 
for the worse. The ground only had been changed. 
He was for keeping up the Army at its full force. 
The mounted volunteers from Kentucky had cost 
as much to the public in four months as an equal 
number of regular troops did in twelve months. 
It would give Mr. 8. the greatest pain if the reso- 
lution on the table miscarried. 

Mr. Finb.ey explained the protection which he 
had said should be afforded to the frontiers, not to | 
consist in scouting parties dispersed all over the 
frontier. He believed that the militia were fittest 
for this purpose. He only meant that the force 
should be such as to overawe the Indians where 
they were most formidable, and to carry out offen- | 
sive operations when it was necessary. With 
respect to the amount of force necessary for the 
defence of the chain of posts and other necessary 
purposes, want of competent knowledge rendered 
a variety of opinions unavoidable. In cases where 
he was himself a competent judge, he was always 
against asking for or leaning on the opinion of the 
Executive. If the question. was about the wages 
of the Army, he thought he was a competent judge; 
but with respect to the number of troops neces- 
sary for objects which actually existed, or proba- 
bly might exist, he thought himself in a degree 
incompetent. He said, if he was a General to 
command an Army. he would not undertake it 
unless he judged the force competent; that the 
Executive, in the present instance, appe ared to him 
in the same point of view, and would not be re- 
sponsible for the consequences, if the force judged 
adequate was not granted. In point of expense or 
convenience, he thought little would be gained 
by the proposed reduction. It would not lessen 
the number of Generals, or of the Staff, nor of the 
stores and equipments of the Army, but only the 
pay of the number of officers and privates, which 
would be an inconsiderable saving compared with 
the danger of wanting a sufficient force. He knew 
the PresipeNT was not hasty in filling the vacan- 
cies of officers where the privates were wanting ; 
therefore, if privates could not be got, officers would 
not he unnecessarily appointed. He contemplated 


a day, not far hence, when, in making a Peace | 


Establishment, a beneficial selection would be 
made of the best officers for that service; that if 
the Army was reduced now, and a selection of offi- 
cers made for the remaining regiment, under the 
impression of another disc rimination shortly to 
take place, it would probably produce fatal discon- 
tents inthe Army. ‘This, he thought, ought to be 
avoided, unless it became absolutely necessary. 


Mr. Rurnerrorp said, that the American peo- | 


A great deal had been said about a change | 


ple had an insuperable aversion to regular military 
service. He did not mean, that when there was 
occasion for it, they were unwilling to fight, but 
that they were averse to entering into regular ser- 
vice for a term of years. It was next to impossi- 
ble to keep men who enlisted from deserting : they 
always ran away from their officers. He did not 
by this mean to cast any reflection on the Army; 
| he had long been a military man himself, and that 
| from a very early period, and had the highest re- 
| spect for the profession. He was understood to be 
unfavorable to the resolution. 

Mr. Hitiaovuse thought that it would be the 
most unfortunate thing imaginable, if any idea 
were to get abroad that there was to be a redue- 
tion of the force. Even though there should be 
none in reality, yet the appearance of a reduction 
might be mistaken, and produce a wrong construc- 
tion. He had no scruple in leaving the affair of 


dismissing the troops, when no longer wanted, to 
the discret tion of the Executive. 
Mr. Carnes said, Georgia and the § 


South west- 
ern Territory have a frontier of at least. eight hun- 
dred miles in extent. The number of troops pro- 
posed in the resolution is entirely inadequate to 
the defence of this frontier in general. We have 
had regulars in Georgia for sev veral years, without 
the State receiving any benefit whatever from 
them. There is an antipathy between them and 
| the regulars. At Fort Mattocks, (this was either 
the name, or a sound very like it,) an officer was 
applied to for a family near that post, and whom 
the Indians were preparing to murder. He an- 
| swered, that he had been directed by his superiors 
| to defend the ground which he stood upon. He 
| accordingly called in his men, and suffered the 
people to be murdered. For six or seven years we 
| have been giving the Creeks presents, and this 
| always makes them come back again, as soon as 
| their presents are disposed of, in order to commit 
| fresh murders; and this always will be the case. 
He urged a declaration of war against them as the 
only way to reduce them to reason. He appealed 
to gentlemen, if the neglect shown by Government 
to the safety of the Southwestern frontier did not 
amount almost toa disgrace upon Government. 
I The people had published the account of their suf- 
| ferings in the newspapers, in the hopes that they 
| would reach Congress, and induce them to do 
| something, but allin vain. The number of troops 
proposed, said Mr. C., is not by one-twentieth part 
equal to the defence of your frontier. It had been 
said on this floor, that the troops were sent to the 
frontier of Georgia to protect the Indians against 
the white people, and it was the constant theme 
| that the latter were always wronging the Indians. 
There was no evidence of this at “all; and as there 
| could be none, Mr. C. hoped that gentle “men would 
become more cautious in making such assertions. 
They do not care what kind of parade you make 
on your own side of the line, even with an hun- 
dred thousand men, if you please. They have 
|said so. They know that declarations have been 
made of the garrisons being sent to protect them 
against the whites, and as Tong as the y think so, 
there will never be any peace. You may give 
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them presents, and make treaties with them as 
long as you please. It is time to give a decided 
stroke instead of such trifling. Experience is the 
best tutor that we can ap ly to; and if we look. 
back for six years, we shall find that the system 
of making presents has answered no good purpose. 
As to the charge of making encroachments on the 
Indians, Mr. C. knew only of two or three notori- 
ous characters at the most in Georgia, and these 
were mostly traders. People in general were per- 
fectly disposed to peace. If fire and sword were 
once or twice carried into the Indian towns, and 
an assurance given that this would always be the 
case in future, when any murders were commit- 
ted, they would soon learn to be quiet. 

Mr. Murray would not believe this enormous 
story of an American officer permitting a family 
to be butchered before his eyes, unless Mr. C. 
would say, he had seen it himself. As to the 
militia of Georgia, six hundred of them had once 
been taken out in pursuit of a party of Indians, 
and, after coming on their trail, refused to go 
farther, and went home again. From this, Mr. 
M. inferred the necessity of having regular troops 
in the State to protect it. 

Mr. Carnes rose again. He said that the story 
was true. He was not present, but he had it from 
an acquaintance in the militia, on whose veracity 
he could entirely depend. He could produce five 
or six affidavits on the affair. As to the men who 
returned from the Indian trail, the case was this. 
The Governor had entered into a correspondence 
with the Executive at Philadelphia, and it having 
been understood that the marching of the militia 
would be disagreeable to him, they were recalled 
on their way to the Indian country. 

Mr. S. Smits said the commanding officer in 
Georgia was a particular friend of his; and the 
observations of Mr. Carnes had struck deeply 
at the character of that officer. If any officer had 
really acted so, he ought to have been disgraced. 
Mr. g. gave a high character of the commander in 
Georgia, Major Geater, and read a letter from 
that gentleman, which tended to refute the asser- 
tions of Mr. Carnes, made the last session, relative 
to the defenceless state of the frontier. The 
Major said that the member from Georgia had cer- 
tainly forgotten many things that he said in Con- 
gress, as well as many promises which he made 
when in Georgia. Mr. 8S. said that Mr. Carnes 
had certainly not foreseen the consequences of 
such a charge. The Major is liable to punish- 
ment. In his letter. he says, in contradiction to 
what Mr. Carnes asserts, that the Indians, for 
nine months past, have been remarkably peace- 
able, and not a horse has been stolen since the 
month of May. Mr. 8S. designed to have shown 
the letter to Mr. Carnes himself, and not to have 
made it public, but the precipitation with which 
the gentleman had advanced his charge, forced 
Mr. 8. to produce it in defence of an absent and 
much respected friend. 

Mr. Carnes had as high a respect for Major 
Geater as the gentleman himself, was well ac- 
quainted with him, and on amicable terms. He 
had also a very high opinion of the officers, and 
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never had designed to make an attack on their 
characters. He considered them as gentlemen 
who knew how to act with propriety on almost 
every occasion, perhaps upon all occasions. He 
inquired the date of the letter now produced. 
Mr. Smiru replied that it was dated the Ist of 
January last. Mr. C. said, that when he went to 
Georgia, at the rising of the last session, he found 
that Major Geater had, from misapprehending 
him, taken amiss something which he had said on 
that floor. He gave him an explanation, and the 
Major seemed satisfied. He had not the least 
idea of injuring the reputation of officers. He 
did not carry that kind of malevolence about 
him. But he hada right to state what he knew 
to be facts ; and for one, that of the massacre of a 
family, though they were so near the fort, that he 
believed the garrison might have seen the smoke 
of their chimneys. He did not, however, say that 
the oflicer in the fort was to blame. He inigh: 
have potent reasons for what he did, though Mr. 
C. did not know them, and had, on that account, 
been cautious of saying any thing more than 
merely stating the fact, and this he apprehended 
that he was entitled to do. It was not at the von- 
duct of particular persons that Mr. C. levelled his 
observations, but at the feeble defensive system 
which they were enjoined to pursue. He con- 
cluded by declaring, that he had a high opinion of 
Major Geater, and his conduct must have been 
misrepresented to that gentleman since they were 
last together, or he would not have written the 
letter in question. 

The question was now called for and taken, and 
the resolution was agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the present Military Establish- 
ment of the United States ought to be continued 
and the corps composing the same completed by 
enlistments, for a term not exceeding three years, 
with authority to the Prestpenr to forbear to 
raise, or to discharge, after they shall be raised, 
such part thereof, as future events may, in his 
judgment, render consistent with public safety, 
convenience, and economy. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Dayron, 
Mr. Samvuet Smira, and Mr. Jeremian Waps- 
wort, do prepare and bring in the same. 





Wepnespay, February 4. 


An engrossed bill to authorize the allowance of 
drawback on part of the cargo of the ship Enter- 
prise was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Suerevurne, from the committee to whom 
was re-committed the report of the committee on 
the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act to 
amend the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” made a report ; which was read, and or- 
dered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill relative to the com- 
pensation of certain officers employed in the col- 
jection of the duties of impost and tonnage; and, 
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of, and report the same, with theis opinion dhave- 
upon to the House, 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of George Gibbs, 
made a report; which was read. W hereupon, 

Resolved, That the Collector for the port of 
Newport, in the State of Rhode Island, be, and 
he hereby is, authorized to allow to George Gibbs 
the legal drawback on certain wines, by “him ex- 
ported, in the month of December, 1790, in the 
ship Warren, to Calcutta: Provided, that the said 
George Gibbs shall produce all the other testi- 
mony (excepting the oath of the mate) required 
respecting drawbacks, by an act passed the 4th of 
August, 1790. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that the Com- 
mittee of Claims do prepare and bring in the 
same, 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill for continuing in force, 
for a limited time, act passed the 3d of April, 
1794, entitled “ An act transferring, for a limited 


2 ' ‘ time, the jurisdiction of suits and offences from 
into a Committee of the Whole on the report of | the District to the Circuit Court of New Hamp- 
the select committee as to the progress made in | shire, and assigning certain duties in respect to 


settling the accounts of balances due to the old | inva pensioners, to the Attorney of the said 


after some time spent duseein, the Committee 
rose and reported several amendments thereto; | u 
which were severally twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed, and read the third time to- 
morrow. 


The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep StaTes 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

of the House of Representatives : 

I lay before Congress, for their consideration, a Let- 
ter from the Secretary of State, upon the subject of 
Loans, which is extremely interesting and urgent. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unitep States, February 4, 1795. 

The said Message and Letter were read, and 
referred to Mr. SEpGwIcK, Mr. Mapison, Mr 
Batpwin, Mr. Wiwiam Sauirs, and Mr. Gres. 
with instruction to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereup- 
on, to the House. 

The House, on motion of Mr. Hears, went 


Government. This was accordingly done, Mr. | District.” 


Coss in the Chair. The report was read. And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Jere- 
The first resolution in the report was, that fur-| yian Smrra, Mr. Taarcuer, and Mr. Pevec 
ther and more adequate provision ought to be. made | Wapsworru. 
for recovering of debts due to the United States. A memorial of the sugar refiners in the town 
Mr. Hearn was in favor of the resolution. of Baltimore. in the State of Maryland, was pre- 
Mr. Sepeawick thought any new regulations su-| sented to the House read. praying a revision of 
perflucus, as every precaution had been taken that | the excise laws of the United States, and that so 
could be taken. much of the act passed at the last session of Con- 
Mr. Wabsworth, in the discussion of this | gress, entitle da ‘ (An act layi ing ce rtain duties upon 
report, said, that he had got his own accounts | snuff and refined sugar,” as imposes a duty on 
with the United States settled, and to be sure it| sugar refined within the United States. . may be 
was much better that the thing was done, but he repeale d. 
would not go through such a business again for Ordered. That the said memorial be referred to 
twenty times the balance that he recovered.| the Committee of the Whole House to whom is 
Many people had in despair given up the attempt. | committed the report of the committee appointed 


The resolutions were agreed to with amend-| to prepare and report a plan for the reduction of 
ments, and reported to the House. The galleries| the Public Debt. 
were then, at half past one o’clock, ordered to be 
cleared for reading of the communications from PUBLIC DEBT. 
the Prestpenr. It was moved and seconded that the House 
should resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the report of the committee on reduc- 
ing the National Debt, which was done accord- 


ingly, Mr. Coss in the Chair. The resolution 


Tuurspay, February 5. 


An engrossed bill relative to the compensations 
of certain officers employed in the collection of | was then read. 
the duties of impost and tonnage was read the| Mr. S. Smrru said, that he had not recollected 
third time, and passed. | before the House resolved itself, that he had in his 

A memorial of Oliver and Thompson, of the pocket tan address and remonstrance from the sugar 
town of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, mer- | refiners of Baltimore to submit to them. The 
chants, was presented to the House and read,| Committee, on this account, rose. The address 
praying that certain errors, made to the injury of | was then presented and read by the Clerk. It 
the memorialists, in the payment of the duties on | stated, in pointed terms, the oppressive effects 
fifteen boxes of Irish linens and thirty pipes of | attending the excise on refined sugar. When the 
Madeira wine, imported into the United States, | address had been read, the 
in the years 1791 and 1792, may be rectified. sumed. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred When this second resolution was last before 
to Mr. Samuet Smiru, Mr. HittHouse, and Mr,| Committee. Mr. S. Smira had moved ¢o strike 
Wineare ; that they do examine the matter there. | the resolution out of the report. 


Committee was re- 
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Mr. Frrzstmons believed that there had only 
been two of the taxes contained in the resolution 
complained of, viz: those on snuff and refined su- 

ar. The auctioneers complained not of the tax, 

ut wanted some particulars altered. This might 
be done, and it would be more candid to confine 
the motion merely to those parts of the resolution 
which had caused complaint. 

Mr. Heister said, that, in Pennsylvania, the 
tax on auctioneers had never, as he understood, 
been carried into execution. He was for dividing 
immediately on the motion as it stood. 

Mr. Hittsovuse was also for a division on the 
question. 

Mr. 8S. Smirx was anxious that the nature and 
extent of his motion might be understood. He 
had moved for striking out these taxes for the pre- 
sent, not to prevent the execution, but to suspend 
for the present the prolongation of an act which 
would expire in the end of the session of 1797. 
The taxes were confessedly experimental, and 
another year would enable the next Congress to 
decide much better whether they ought to be con- 
tinued, than could be done at present. He hoped, 
therefore, that gentlemen would not mistake this 
motion, as if it went to an absolute negative of 
these taxes, when it was only temporary and con- 
ditional. 

Mr. Pace was likewise for striking out the 
clause. If good, at the end of the former term it 
could be renewed, But let the experiment be made. 

Mr. Sepew:cx.—Mr. Chairman, the principal 
question involved in that before the Committee is, 
shall permanent provision be made for the reduc- 
tion of the Public Debt? As subordinate to this, 
is it necessary that the taxes laid last session, on 
loaf sugar, snuff, carriages, licences for retailing 
spirituous liquors and sales at auction, should be 
continued? The great subject, then, of providing 
the means of reducing the Debt, is necessarily in- 
volved in the discussion. If it shall appear to be 
the duty of the Legislature to establish an efficient 
system for this purpose, and if it shall be demon- 
strated that these taxes are indispensable for that 
end, it will follow, that the resolution for their 
continuance should not be struck out until an ad- 
equate substitute is proposed. 

When we take a retrospective view of the vari- 
ous stages through which the mass of Debt had 
passed previous to the Funding System; the ex- 
treme difficulty there was in executing that busi- 
ness; the agitations which attended it; the jea- 
lousies, suspicions,and animosities, which have re- 
sulted from it; when we call to mind the disunion 
and party which have flowed from this source; 
when we reflect on the magnitude of our Debt; 
and when we know how anxious our constituents 
are to have it put in a train of reduction, we must 
conclude, that we ought assiduously to seek the 
means of effecting it. 

The history of Public Debts is a very curious 
and instructive one. The facility with which 
they are increased, and the difficulty of reduc- 
ing them, should form an useful lesson for Ame- 
rican legislators. 

When we compare our own Debt with the 
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more enormous ones of some other countries, we 
are apt to console ourselves with its comparative 
smallness. I had intended to have given the his- 
tory of the rise and progress of the British Debts, 
but when I reflect that it is a subject which is 
known to every gentleman, and must have been 
considered by them, I dare not trespass on the 
atience of the Committee. I will only take the 
iberty to observe, that, in the year 1697, when 
there were more anxious forebodings of ruin from 
that source than periajs at any period since, the 
Debt of that country was comparatively less than 
ours is now. Had the Government then, in ear- 
nest, attempted a reduction, it might have been 
effectually done, with less annual revenue than is 
now required, in time of peace, for their ordinary 
expenditure. 

Whenever a provision for the Public Credit 
shall be beyond the public faculties, confusion and 
ruin must be the consequence. That cause has de- 
stroyed the strongest Government in Europe. 
This we all hope will prove a blessing. ‘The sam« 
event here would blast the best hopes of the lovers 
of mankind. 

Among all the causes which have operated to 
prevent the reduction of Public Debts, none has 
been more influential than that of diverting reve- 
nues appropriated to that purpose to other objects. 
If our appropriations, of this kind, shall be vio- 
lated, we may despair of our country being ever 
discharged of its load of Debts. To secure us 
against this evil, provision must be made,concomi- 
tantly with aSinking Fund, for the other necessary 
expenses of Government, and also an allowance 
made for those unforeseen and contingent demands 
which cannot be computed, but which will always 
occur. Otherwise, we may be assured, unless 
America is to be exempted from the evils which 
have afflicted other countries, that our intention, 
however patriotic, will be defeated by a diversion 
of our permanent appropriations to temporary 
purposes. Our legislators may feel interested in 
the continuance of the Debt; they may want 
energy of character; they may be indolent; they 
may meanly dread a loss of | from im- 
posing necessary burdens, or all these may com- 
bine to form a precedent, which, when once estab- 
lished, we may bid adieu to hope. 

This debate, if not productive of the effects 
originally designed, will certainly disclose to our 
constituents many things important, at least useful 
to be known. I most ardently hope that my 
wishes and expectations may not be disappointed, 
that no man observing on a contradiction of cha- 
racter and conduct, may justly use language such 
as this: Strange to behold! We see the men 
who have been represented as the friends of aristo- 
cracy, the men who had erected a Debt as the 
means, who rendered it irredeemable, that it might 
be perpetuated as the instrument of power and 
influence; these men we see striving, with all 
their might, and straining every nerve, for the 
adoption of an efficient system, for the gradual 
reduction and ultimate destruction of this monster 
of iniquity; while, on the other hand, not less un- 
expected, we perceive the friends of the people. 
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as they have called themselves, the men who had 
fairly discovered that every political evil was 
stalking in the back ground of the frightful pic- 
ture, which they had made of the Funding Sys- 
tem; these men we behold, formed in solid columns, 
to defend this hateful spectre against the assaults 
of the knights of the Funding System. 

The man who, twelve months since, would 
have dared to prophecy that a trifling tax on loaf 
sugar, snuff, and carriages, would have been put 
in competition with a reduction of our Debts, 
would, without hesitation, have been pronounced 
either contemptibly weak or detestably wicked. 

I did not think, at the commencement of our 
deliberations, it could have been necessary to have 
urged reasons for the reduction of the Debt. But 
the debate has taken a turn, so new and unexpect- 
ed, that I will take the liberty of stating some of 
the reasons which have sertiel my mind with the 
greatest force, why we should honestly unite in 
the attempt. Some of those reasons are general, 
and apply to all Governments; some are more pe- 
culiarly applicable to the circumstances of this 
country. 

Ist. A Debt. as an embarrassment to the facul- 
ties of a country, is an evil. To this there are, at 
some times, and in some countries, causes which 
counteract this evil, perhaps, in some instances, 
overbalance it; but I am confident those causes 
do not here operate to an extent which should in- 
duce us, for a moment, to suspend our efforts to 
reduce the Debt. 

2d. A very cogent reason, and one which will 
influence every true patriot, is, that our Debt has 
been made a principal and ostensibly almost the 
only source of party. No man, then, who wishes 
a union of councils, a fraternity of sentiments, 
will seek for plausible reasons to defeat this im- 
portant measure. 

3d. The experience of other countries has de- 
monstrated a general disinclination in Govern- 
ments to liberate the pledged funds of the com- 
munity. Every extraordinary demand accumu- 
lates, of course, the Debt, and in the end must 
prove ruinous. It will be vain for us to profess 
ourselves the friends of Republican Government, 
and admirers of our political institutions, if we 
are not, by the examples of others, warned against 
this evil. 

4th. A great portion of our Debt is owned by 
foreigners, and from the value of capital here, 
compared with other countries, we have reason to 
fear the evil will increase. It must be unneces- 
sary to dwell on the impoverishing effects of a 
continued drain of specie from the community. 

5th. The proposed measure will, in my opinion, 
beyond any expedient which could be devised, 
tend to fix the market price of our six per cent. 
stock at par. 
Debt less a subject,and more an instrument of 
commerce ; and instead of acquiring it would sup- 
ply the place of capitai; and it would also enable 
the Government to employ beneficially our surplus 
of revenues in purchases in the market. 

6th. There are considerations peculiarly weighty 
at the present moment, which should stimulate us 
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to the attempt to unshackle our faculties by a 
diminution of the Debt. Because, whatever our 
exigencies may be, we may be compelled to rely 
on our ordinary resources, without much aid from 
borrowing; for, from the smallness and value of 
capital here, we ought not to rely on domestic 
Loans; and the uncertain issue of the troubles in 
Europe, would prove it madness to depend on 
foreign aid. 

7th. We ought to prepare to face the Deferred 
Debt; that we may not at once be compelled to 
impose too great an additional burden on our con- 
stituents. The Deferred Debt, when the whole 
shall be taken in, will probably amount to about 
15,000,000 of dollars, and the annual interest to 
about 900,000. This is no trifling sum. 

I suppose | shall be told, that this reasoning is 
quite superfluous, that all will concur in an inten- 
tion of creating an efficient Sinking Fund. We 
are indeed told, “be ye fed and be ye clothed,” 
but I ask where are the food and raiment? We 
will appropriate, but where are the funds? A 
permanent provision by temporary or periodical 
grants is in itself a contradiction. For a Govern- 
ment to appropriate money without funds, is fal- 
lacious and absurd. 

It is proposed by gentlemen with whom I have 
the honor to concur, to create a fund adequate to 
the payment of eight per cent. on the six per cent. 
Debts; to pay, as they accrue, the instalments of 
foreign Debt and of the Loan made of the Bank; 
to provide the means of speedily discharging the 
Loan of a million of dollars, authorized the last 
session for the purpose of foreign intercourse, and 
to aid the present Sinking Fund, if in our power, 
by applying annually all the surplus of revenues 
beyond our annual wants. 

On the other hand, in all the calculations made 
by gentlemen opposed to continuing the taxes laid 
the last session, reference has been had only to 
the eight per cent. redeemable by the terms of the 
contract. The first observation which occurs here 
is, that, if gentlemen do not wish to exert the pub- 
lic faculties beyond that point, there seems to ex- 
ist no foundation for the complaint, so loudly and 
so often repeated, of the irredeemability of the 
Debt. For how can a prohibition to do a thing, 
which you have no inclination to perform, be 
considered as a grievance ? 

In these calculations, no allowance whatever is 
made for those unforeseen events to which all hu- 
man affairs are liable. I will, at least for the pre- 
sent, waive this objection. I put out of the ques- 
tion the omission of the Foreign Debt, of that due 
to the Bank, and of the Loan which I have men- 
tioned. I will, too, suppose the calculations to be 
just. We shall then be furnished with the means 
of paying $600,000, commencing the first payment 
the beginning of the next year. We shall then 
have made five annual payments before we are to 
meet the demand accruing from the Deferred 
Debt. This will amount to $3,000,000; and we 
shall, of course, have liberated an annuity equal 
to $180,000. This will not, however, enable us to 
face that additional demand; for 1 have already 
shown, that the annual interest of that will amount 
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to about $900,000. So far, then, at that time, from 
being in a capacity to continue the operation of 
the Sinking Fund, additional taxes will be indis- 

nsably necessary to enable you to fulfil the pub- 

ic engagements. 

Will gentlemen permit me to request them to 
compare the benefit to be expected from a reduc- 
tion of the Debt, with the inconvenience of con- 
tinuing the proposed taxes? Respecting the first, 
I believe it to be the greatest benefit the Legisla- 
ture can confer on their constituents. It is, of 
course, the first duty which they owe them, and 
the thing, by them, of all others most desired. 
It is not, however, I agree, to be effected by taxes 
unequal and oppressive. The subjects of the 
taxes are principally, all must allow, articles of 
luxury. The taxes are certain, cheap in the col- 
lection, and do not increase the number of officers. 
There will be no distress of individuals in enfore- 
ing the collection, nor are any of the means used 
made use of for that purpose hostile ,to liberty. 
These circumstances seem to recommend them to 
the favorable attention of the Legislature. Yet 
to these taxes objections are made, as there cer- 
tainly would be to any other, where self-interest 
is immediately concerned. 

There is a very obvious reason why the manu- 
factures of sugar are better defended than those 
of snuff and the other taxes. It is said, “that the 
tax on loaf sugar has not as yet the-test of expe- 
rience.” This is equally true of every other spe- 
cies of tax which may be substituted, except only 
direct taxes, of which I shall say a few words be- 
fore I sit down. “It is an American manufac- 
ture,” it is true; but it is also true that the manu- 
facture is so protected that the manufacturer has 
a complete monopoly ; and, of course, if there is 
any truth in political calculations, the consumer 
must pay the tax. It is also true that, if you con- 
tinue the protecting duties, and do not continue 
the tax, you give to the manufacturer a bounty 
equal to those duties, which, to the same amount, 
is a charge on the community. If you do not 
continue the pores duties there is, of course, 
a further defalcation of revenue. “The tax will 

revent the use of the article.” Is there a man 
in the least degree acquainted with the subject 
who can for a moment believe that two cents 
a pound on loaf sugar can, in a single in- 
stance, affect the consumption ? But, to conclude: 
It is said, “that the tax has already injured the 
manufacturer.” I am willing to admit that, at 
the commencement and termination of every tax 
on a manufacture, and, perhaps, on any other spe- 
cific article, some inconvenience and embarrass- 
ment will be experienced, which will, however, 
by its continuance, as certainly be overcome as 
that an unagitated fluid will find its level. 

But let it be granted that neither sugar, snuff, 
nor carriages, may, on experience, appear to be 
proper subjects of taxation; it cannot be a con- 
clusive objection against the measure, for, by the 
terms of the resolution, these taxes are subject to 
repeal by the substitution of others; and, when- 
ever the meditated evils shall appear, the Legisla- 
ture will apply the remedy. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
ena Public Debt. | . 





1180 
[Fesruary, 1795, 


It is said to be an illiberal and unfounded jea- 
lousy to suspect gentlemen of insincerity. I mean 
not to make the charge. Let facts, however, speak 
for themselves. Have the gentlemen in the Op- 
position, however clamorous against others, ever 
proposed a system of theirown? Do they now 
offer any substitute? Till the session before the 
last we neither sufficiently knew the wants nor 
the resources of our country to make an experi- 
ment. The House was then necessarily diverted 
from the consideration of a plan before them by 
the intervention of a subject equally iuteresting 
to the quiet of the community and to the reputa- 
tion of a very meritorious officer. All remember 
the interesting subjects which exclusively occu- 
pied the attention of the Legislature at the last 
session. 

The subject is now introduced. There was 
every reason to expect a united exertion for the 
accomplishment of this desirable object. Honor 
and character, independently of patriotism, it was 
foreseen would give union and energy to the 
friends of the Funding System. It was hoped 
that other motives would not be less operative 
with those who were its enemies. It is now said, 
“this is not the proper time, the business may as 
well be done at. the next session.” I ask gentle- 
men, why not as well at the present? If honor 
the good wishes and blessings of the people, will 
attend the authors of the measure, I invite gentle- 
men to accept them. If toils are to await the exe- 
cution, I beseech them to encounter the honorable 
task. Why leave the glory to our successors? 
May not they, for the same reason, leave it to 
theirs? This disposition for postponement and 
leaving till “to-morrow, and to-morrow, and to- 
mvrrow,” things which might as well be done to- 
day, has been the cause why public debts have 
been ruinously entailed on other countries. 

It is said, that loaf sugar, snuff, carriages, Kc. 
are not proper subjects. What, then, shall we 
substitute ? It is said, “ direct taxes.” Have they 
not already been tried and rejected? Have not 
these been approved for purposes not more im- 
portant than those now proposed? Is there not 
an evidence of insincerity in proposing rejected 
taxes as a substitute for those which ha‘ e been 
adopted ? Does not every gentleman know that 
the proposed substitute is inadmissible? But, if 
gentlemen are in earnest, why bring they not for- 
ward their proposed scheme of direct taxes as the 
means of reducing the Debt? If the Debt is 
what they have constantly represented it, is it not 
a duty incumbent on them equally with their 
brethren to attempt its reduction ? 

A.gentleman [Mr. Finpuey] has said, that, by 
the act imposing the temporary taxes, the faith o! 
Government is pledged againt their being conti- 
nued. Why, then, continue the additional im- 
post, to which he has assented, which was equally 
temporary in its creation? But can the gentle 
man be serious in this? Does the imposition of a 
land tax one year pledge the faith of the Govern- 
ment that it shall not be continued the next? ! 
have understood this gentleman to say that such 
taxes as those under consideration were to be 
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made temporary by way of experiment. But the 
gentleman has discovered that the Government 
can derive no benefit from the experiment with- 
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as a fact that his statements are just, and afford 
the only means of accurate calculation. 
To secure the important purposes of reducing 


out a violation of its faith. This consequence | our debts, preserving inviolably the public en- 
then follows, that no article of manufacture, no | gagements, and providing the means of facing the 
specific article, can be rendered a source of per-| Deferred Debt, without being compelled to extra- 
manent revenue. This at least is a new discovery. | ordinary exertions at that time, it will, according 


another substitute, taxing the Debt itself. I will, 
in answer to this, only observe, that this would be 
indeed a Sinking Fund. 

I cannot help observing what has been often re- 
peated here, that the Government ought not to re- 
pose itself on imposts and tonnage alone, because 
it is a resource which war would annihilate, and 
because it is putting the patriotism of the mer- 
chant to too severe a trial. 

The arrangement of our Treasury Departments, | 
tomy mind, evinces great wisdom and political 
discernment. It is thereby not only competent to 
the Secretary, but made his duty, from time to 
time, to report “plans” for the improvement of 
the revenue and the orderly administration of the 
finances. That officer, in the discharge of this 
important duty, has laid before the Legislature an 
able and comprehensive system, embracing the 
particular subject now before us. 

The statement which he exhibits respecting the | 
revenue, does not, as others with which we have 
been favored do, entirely omit the important arti- | 
cles of foreign debt, that due to the Bank of the | 
United States, and the considerable loan, autho- 
rized by the act of the last session, of $1,000,000, 
for purposes of foreign intercourse. To leave the 
two first items unprovided for would at once sa- 
crifice the national interest and violate the public 
faith. 

To leave the last without effectual means of 
speedy payment, would be, in time of peace and 
unexampled prosperity, to increase the National | 
Debt. The palpable omissions and mistakes which | 
have been made in all our calculations, should in- 
duce us to hesitate whether more respect is not 
due than has lately been paid to official informa- 
tion and ‘emeanbae. 

i have very great confidence in the gentleman | 
who was at the head of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. His talents are acknowledged by all; his | 
integrity is, I believe, incorruptible, and his io | 
dustry indefatigable. Hitherto, he has never de- 
ceived us, and he can now have no possible motive | 
to do it. Added to these considerations, he is re-| 
sponsible, not only in this country, but abroad, by | 
his reputation and well-earned fame, dearer than | 
life, not to mislead; and, besides, he has the : 


| 
One gentleman [Mr. MeDowe.u] has proposed 
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means of accurate calculation ; and, what I sup- 
pose will be allowed as an additional reason for 
confidence, is, that he is not now devising means 
of official or personal power and influence, being, 
at the time he made his report, about to retire yvo- 
luntarily and to mix with the mass of the people. | 
If, on the one hand, however, it will not be ex- | 
acted of any to receive conclusively the state- | 
ments and deductions of the Secretary, on the | 
other, candor will compel those who reject, 
to disprove them. For myself, 1 shall assume it | 


to the Secretary’s report, be necessary to continue 
all the existing taxes. The surplus beyond the 
known objects acknowledged as necessary to be 
provided for, amounts to no more (speaking in 
round numbers) than $140,000—a sum certainly 
not too large to answer those contingent and un- 
foreseen demands for which all Governments, in 
establishing permanent systems of this kind, 
ought to provide. 

Asthe Secretary proposes the taxes of last session 
shall be appropriated_to temporary purposes, it may 
be asked, why they should now be continued until 
the yea lu this Lanswer. Ist. Because we 
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_have now eVidence that they will, according to 


the existing state of things, be necessary. 2d. Be- 
cause that, unless temporary objects of necessary 
expense are provided for, there will be danger 
that the permanent appropriations will be violat- 
ed. 3d. Because a conflict of interests, passions, 
«and theories, renders it, as our experience has de- 
monstrated, extremely laborious and difficult to 
impose any tax, and, from its prolonging the ses- 
sion of the Legislature, expensive to our constitu- 
ents. And, 4th. Because, as upon another occa- 
sion, | have undertaken to show there are real 
embarrassments at the commencement and termi- 
nation of all taxes on specific articles, which are 
overcome by their continuance. To this it may 
be added, that should it fortunately happen that 
we should not be able to lessen our expenses, we 
shall, in the same proportion, reduce our Debt. 
This, | hope, no man will consider as an evil. 

Mr. Lyman objected tothe gentleman who was 
last up, speaking as if the report before the Com- 
mittee was the peculiar property of himself anda 
part of the members. The report and estimates 
were made at the desire of the whole House. He 
stated a variety of objections which had been 
made to the taxes specilied in the resolution, and 
to go to discontinue them now, before their effects 
were thoroughly known, would, in his opinion, be 
highly improper. Among other observations that 
had been used on this subject, he objected to the 
expression that voting or refusing to vote for the 
immediate continuance of these taxes, would be 
a test of character. 

Mr. Nicnotas said, that he would state what 
the question really is. For two years longer you 
have these taxes to do every thing with which 
the gentleman proposes. Where, then, is the ne- 
cessity, where is the propriety, of continuing them 
just now? The gentlemen from Virginia who 
are opposed to this clause, act from the most dis- 
interested motives. No country depends more 
upon importation than theirs, and yet they never 
complained of imposts. They complain not of 
taxes the most burdensome to themselves. The 
reason why the refiners of sugar complain is be- 
cause they say the tax oppresses them; and the sole 
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reason why gentlemen support this opposition is, 
because they are of opinion that the complaint of 
the manufacturers is well founded. It was a ri- 
diculous inference to allege that the Virginians 
are averse to taxation. Mr. N. was informed that 
the British never had imposed any tax of this 
nature on the refining of sugar. Mr. N. had no con- 
cern with the taxes of snuff and sugar personally, 
for, of the one, he tock very little, and of the 
other none at all. As to the auction tax, it never 
had been brought to operate in Virginia. No per- 
son qualified in consequence of the act of last 
session. A great part of the speech of Mr. N. 
consisted of calculations on the present state of 
the finances. 

Mr. Gites observed, that a bystander would 
imagine that there was a proposal for repealing a 
tax. There is no such thing. It is merely against 
the present continuance of an old one, after the 
term for which it was voted, and of which two 
years are yet unexpired. With all this warmth 
and agitation, if we vote in the affirmative, we 
shall not add one cent to the existing revenue of 
the Union; and, if we vote in the negative, we 
shall not take one cent from that revenue. But 
if you once include the taxes before the Commit- 
tee in a perpetual system of taxes, you give to thé 
Senate exactly the same power which you now 
have of negativing an appeal,and the President also 
has a second negative; so that each of these two 
branches of the Legislature receives equal power 
with yourselves, for both can negative a repeal. 
Mr. G. said, that to one of the taxes in the reso- 
lution he had an objection, though he believed it 
one of the least unpopular of the whole. -This 
was the tax on carriages. He had always been 
against it. Gentlemen had spoken of call- 
ing into exertion the great revenue faculties of 
this country. He could not imagine that a few 

etty excises were to be called the great revenue 
aculties, nor did he ever think that such taxes 
would promote the reduction of the Public Debt. 
Some great and general effort must be made. He 
thought that the present question might have been 
contracted into a very narrow compass, and that 
there had been no occasion for so many diffusive 
remarks on it. 

Mr. W. Smiru observed, that though the two 
principal objections to the report, when last under 
consideration, were quite opposite in their nature; 
yet, that it was less difficult to answer them both, 
than to reconcile them with each other. The gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Smrrx] was opposed 
to the continuance of the new taxes, among other 
reasons, fur the following: thut there would be 
sufficient revenue to answer the purposes contem- 
plated by the plan without those taxes ; whereas, 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mapison] was 
opposed to them, because they would produce but 
a paltry sum, totally inadequate to the great object 
of the reduction of the Debt. Leaving it to the 
gentlemen to reconcile this variance, he would 
endeavor to satisfy the Committee that both the 
objections were groundless. 

With respect to the first, a reference to the re- 
port would show the gentleman from Maryland, 
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that the plan therein submitted contemplated two 
objects, the redemption of the Debt by payment of 
six hundred thousand dollars annually, being the 
sum redeemable at present, and the purchase of 
the Debt when not above par—to effect this, the 
report suggested two propositions, one to appropri- 
ate permanently sufficient revenues for the annua! 
redemption ; the other, to appropriate the annua! 
surplusses of revenue to occasional purchases. 
These points, Mr. 8. said, he had fully noticed on 
a former occasion, when he had developed the 
views of the select committee and explained the 
principles of their report, and had, he thought, sa- 
tisfactorily shown that, without the aid of the 
taxes in question, it would be impossible to attain 
even the first object, the redemption. As this 
point was now questioned, he would repeat that 
the existing impost and excise on distilled spirits 
did not yield a revenue adequate to the discharge 
of the current expenses, the interest of the Debt, 
and the redeemable part. of the principal; this 
would appear from the following concise state- 
ment: 


Current expenses, as per acts of appropria- 


SO, incre tense’ 5. eae: cs) zr eoenee NOO 
Interest of Debt . - - - - 3,100,000 
Redeemable part - - : - - 600,000 

6,224,000 

The impost was estimated at - - - 5,500,000 
The excise on spirits, - - - - 400,000 
$5,900,000 


Deficiency - - - - 324,000 


$6,224,001 


-——— 


In the above, the Bank dividends are not in 
cluded. They are computed at fifty thousand dol- 
lars per annum, and may be set off against con- 
tingencies; the avails of the Post Office will pro- 
bably be absorbed in the expenses of that Depart. 
ment. Thus it is demonstrable, that, to secure 
certainty in the reduction of the Debt, as far as 
the right reserved, these new taxes, or some others. 
must be resorted to. But, admitting, for argu- 
ment sake, the full force of the statements of the 
gentleman, it would still leave the second and 
very essential object of the plan unsatisfied, name- 
ly, the purchase of the Debt. From accurate cal- 
culation, it appears that, if we begin this year the 
redemption oF the Debt, and confine ourselves 
merely to the payment of the two per cent. of the 
principal, it will require nearly thirty years, be- 
fore the whole of the six per cent., including De- 
ferred Debt, will be discharged, and we shall then 
still have nearly twenty millions of three per cent.. 
and fourteen millions of Foreign Debt on our 
hands. We must, therefore, place our greatest 
dependence on the purchasing up the Debt, and 
for that valuable purpose, we must have large sur- 
plusses of revenue every year, besides a stable and 
inalienable fund for the gradual redemption. 1! 
this mode advantage will be taken of the fluctua- 
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tions in the funds, and the Debt will be diminished 
with rapidity and on cheap terms; a double ope- 
ration will then be performed; two per cent. of 
the principal will then be regularly and annually 
discharged, even though the Debt should be above 
par, and beneficial purchases will be made when- 
ever it is at or under par. 

Mr. S. said, he saw more solidity in the reason- 
ing of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mapt- 
son, | when he complained that the proposed taxes 
did not go far enough; but still the reasoning of 
the gentleman did not conclude against those tax- 
es, it only proved that there ought to be others in 
aid of them; and so anxious was Mr. 8S. for the 
speedy reduction of the Debt, that, whenever the 
gentleman should think proper to propose others, 
in that way in which alone they could claim con- 
sideration, he would give them his assent, unless | 
they were such as were liable to insuperable ob- 
jection, and such he did not expect the gentleman 
would ever recommend. The same gentleman 
had objected to these taxes, as being very oppress- 
ive and little productive, and therefore advised a 
recurrence to a direct tax on property, which 
would bring one or two millions of dollars into our 
coffers. This mode of reasoning was similar to 
that which prevailed at the last session, when the 
urgency of our situation suggested the necessity of 
a naval armament; on that occasion it was ob- 
jected that the force was incompetent to the ob- 
ject, and yet there was no attempt by those who 
made the objection to render itcompetent; it was 
objected that we ought to negotiate with the Al- 
gerines, and not irritate them by an armament; 
and yet it was then known that one negotiation 
had been tried ineffectually, and thata liberal pro- 
vision was made for another to accompany the 
armament. So, on this occasion, it is objected, 
that the proposed taxes are inadequate, but there 
is no attempt either to increase them or substi- 
tute others: a direct tax is suggested, (but not pro- 
posed,) in lieu of these, though it is well known 
that, at the last session, these were preferred toa 
land tax by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
consisting of a member from each State, of which 
the gentleman from Virginia was one; and that, 
when it was proposed in the House, there were 
not ten members who voted for it, even with the 
prospect of war before our eyes; and though the 
proposition under debate is accompanied with this 
provision, that, whenever any other taxes of equal 
value shall be laid, these taxes shall cease. The 
opposition on this subject is in all respects paral- 
lel with that of the one alluded to in the last ses- 
sion ; and, as on that occasion, the House thought 
the urgency of the case called for the adoption of 
the remedy proposed, though, perhaps, not the 
best; so, on the present occasion, Mr. S. trusted 
the House would agree to the proposed plan, un- 
less a better was brought forward. When the 
House had, by an unanimous vote, resolved that 
further provision ought to be made for the reduc- 
tion of the Debt, he little foresaw the opposition 
which the report had encountered ; the Commit- 
tee had, in the discharge of their duty, paid much 
attention to the subject, and, as the result of their 
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labors, had reported the plan on the table; it was 
now several weeks since it had been printed and 
undergone discussion, and yet, after all the objec- 
tion to it, nothing liad been digested by way of 
substitute, and when the session is drawing toa 
close, it is proposed to reject it altogether,and leave 
the subject where we found it. Would the pub- 
lic be satisfied with this? Would they be recon- 
ciled by being informed that so valuable an object 
as the reduction of the Debt—one which they have 
so much at heart—had been defeated by the means 
of half.a dozen manufacturers of snuff and loaf 
sugar? Will our constituents approve of our 
throwing away valuable funds in hand, and which 
are applicable to this important object, and de- 
pending upon mere visionary speculations of taxes, 
which may never be laid, or which, if laid, will 
not be realized for years tocome? Will not the 
public be induced to suspect that there is some- 
thing of party in this matter; and that one side 
object, because another side propose; and, how- 
ever groundless the suspicion, would not design- 
ing men give it this complexion? For his part, 
so desirous was he of securing the object, that any 
other plan, from whatever quarter it came, which 
would be consistent with ‘policy, should receive 
his assent; on this occasion, more than on any 
other, he would say, “ T'ros Tyriusve mihi nullo 
discrimine agetur:” even now, though so much 
time had been bestowed on this report, he would 
consent to withdraw it, if gentlemen in the Oppo- 
sition would show him another mode equally ade- 
quate to the object; but, until they did, he felt it 
his duty to support it. 

If gentlemen are serious, said Mr. S., in their 
intention to propose a land tax, and have any hopes 
of its passing into a law, what possible objection 
can they have to the report? Does it not, in ex- 
press terms, hold this language, that these objec- 
tionable taxes shall cease as soon as any others of 
equal value shall be substituted? If the language 
of the report is not sufficiently explicit, I am will- 
ing to make it more so, and to provide in another 
clause, which the gentlemen may word as they 
please, to this effect : 

“That as soon as a direct tax on property to the 
amountiof these taxes shall be laid, then they shall ipso 
facto cease.” 


Either they believe that a direct tax will pass, 
or that it will not: if they believe that it will, 
then they are certain that these taxes will cease ; 
if they believe that it will not, then they must be 
sensible that, without these taxes are continued, 
the Debt cannot be paid. If it be said that it is 
hazardous to put it in the power of the Senate to 
prevent the passing of a land tax, and thus repeal- 
ing these taxes, it may be answered that, if the 
Senate are indisposed tu the reduction ot the Debt, 
they will not apply these taxes to that purpose ; if 
they are disposed to reduce it, they will adopt the 
most efficacious means, and, as the genilemen say, 
a direct tax will be the most efficacious, of course 
the Senate would prefer it. 

It has been said, that there is no necessity at this 
time to determine whether these taxes ought to 
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be continued or not, and that it ought to be left to | lost a year effectually, for we could not carry the 


the next Congress. It is somewhat strange to 
complain of the existence of the Debt, to express 
the utmost solicitude for its abolition; and yet, 
when it is proposed to take measures for that pur- 
pose, to ask why it could not as well be done next 
year? To postpone the plan for another year, 
will certainly evince less zeal for the reduction of 
the Debt than to adopt it now; when anything on 
this subject is done, it must be systematic and per- 
manent. To resolve -at this session to discharge 
the first redeemable instalment, and leave it to fu- 
ture Legislatures to pay the second or not, and so 
on from year to year, according to the changeable 
disposition of different Houses, would very much 
postpone the ultimate redemption, and throw the 
accounts into the utmost confusion and perplexity 
at the Treasury Department, embarrass the public 
creditors, and even put in jeopardy the public 
credit. 

Mr. S- here produced a table, containing state- 
ments and calculations, showing the period of 
time in which the six per cents would be redeemed 
according to the right reserved, distinguishing the 
present and deferred Debt, the amount of princi- 
pal and interest, applicable to each for each annu- 
al payment ; the amount of each annually, after 
deducting the payment of the preceding year ; and 
the value of the Debt every year, after the reduc- 
tion commences, calculated on a certificate of one 
hundred dollars. 

From this table, Mr. S. said, it must appear that 
when once the reduction was begun, it must be 
persisted in. New books and accounts must be 
opened at the Treasury ; a table of reduction must 
be kept to be resorted to, as a standard by which 
to graduate the annual diminution of each certifi- 
cate, and the consequent reduction of interest on 
it; if the system be permanent, there will be no 
great difficulty after the business is organized at 
the Treasury, but, if it be fluctuating, every year 
will require new books, new calculations, and the 
labors of innumerable clerks to adjust the accounts 
to the change; and this would not be the only 
difficulty, for, as new certificates will not be issued 
after every payment, and probably there will not 
be even an endorsement on the old certificate of 
the payment made, nothing but certainty of the an- 
ad waren can protect purchasers from endless 
frauds: the certificates in foreign parts would cre- 
ate the greatest perplexity, it the payment of the 
two per cent. were not as certain as that of the 
interest. Mr. 8S. said, he had consulted the prin- 
cipal officers of the Treasury on this point, and 
they were decidedly in sentiment with him that it 
would be better not to commence the reduction 
until we were certain we could persevere in it. 
He therefore pressed these considerations to con- 
vince gentlemen, that if we mean now to enter on 
the subject, we must not only make a systematic 
and durable arrangement, but we must pledge for 
the purpose certain and adequate funds, not liable 
to be withdrawn, but by the substitution of others 
of equal productiveness. It was further to be re- 
marked, that, by suffering a year to elapse with- 
out availing ourselves of the right to redeem, we 





payment of that year to the credit of the next, the 
right reserved being only to pay two per cent. in 
each year. Mr. S., flattered himself that these ex- 
planations would be a satisfactory reply to those 
gentlemen who had asked what occasion there 
was for doing anything more this session, than 
simply appropriating six hundred thousand dol- 
lars for the first instalment. He had sought for 
every information on this subject, and he was con- 
vinced that,the mere appropriation of that sum. 
without completing the system, would be attended 
with more injury than benefit. 

The question which had been raised by the 
gentleman from Virginia, namely: whether we 
should enlarge the system of excises or apply to 
direct taxation, was unnecessarily raised on this 
occasion, and could have no other effect than to 
mislead the Committee from the true point. 

The plan reported, and the statements from the 
Treasury, proved that the existing revenues were 
sufficient to discharge the redeemable part of the 
Debt, to pay all the current expenses, and to leave 
some surplus, which might be applicable to pur- 
chases of the Debt. If, after the system reported 
shall be adopted, it shall be thought that the sur- 
plus for purchases will be too small, then will be 
the proper time to propose new revenues in orde: 
to augment that resource, and then will the ques- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia be regular; 
then let it be determined whether a complete sys- 
tem of excises or a land tax shall be the fund for 
iurtuer purchases of the Debt. It must be obvious 
that, to te the Committee into that inquiry at 
present would be only to bewilder them in a maze 
of inexhaustible debate; it would be pursuing an 
ignis fatuus which would seduce us from the sub- 
ject before us, never to resume it this session; it 
would be losing the substance tograsp ata shadow. 

The unproductiveness of these taxes has been 
assigned as a reason for their discontinuance, at 
the same time that they are complained of as bur- 
densome. They were expected to yield near four 
hundred thousand dollars, which was as much as 
the excise on distilled spirits,.and no contemptible 
sum; it would pay two-thirds of each instalment. 
and was a growing revenue: it was, however, ob- 
servable, that, though the motion struck at the 
whole of the taxes, all the artillery of Opposition 
was pointed only at the snuff and sugar taxes, and, 
indeed, latterly, the objections to the former had 
diminished, and the sugar-bakers seemed to be 
the principal favorites with the Committee ; as to 
the persons affected by the others, they had not 
been even so much as mentioned in the debate. 
Was it right to destroy all these revenues, merely 
because the sugar tax was improper? Mr. 8. had 
never expected that the snuff and sugar taxes 
would have been selected by the opponents of the 
report, for really they appeared to him the least 
exceptionable of the whole; he never could be- 
lieve that the articles of snuff and sugar ought to 
be exempt from taxation, while coffee, bohea tea. 
and salt, were not. He never could consent to 
pay a bounty of ninety thousand dollars a year to 
the manufacturers of snuff and sugar. To prove 
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that the remission of these taxes operated as a 
bounty, Mr. 8. stated that the protecting duties 
which had been laid by Congress on the foreign 
articles being so high as to amount to a prohibi- 
tion, the articles, of course, were not imported ; by 
continuing the protecting duties, the impost on 
those articles, which would amount to ninety thou- 
sand dollars, was thus lost to the United States, 
and would bea bounty to the manufacturers, if the 
revenue were not obtained by excise. Suppose 
Congress were to take off the protecting duties on 
loaf sugar, and leave the manufactu.ers to the 
foreign competition, could they justly complain? 
Might it not be said, the protecting duties have 
been laid long enough to encourage the manufac- 
ture, and to bring it to maturity? You have 
not only the monopoly of the home supply, but 
your sugar is become an article of exportation; 
since you are unwilling that the West Indies should 
derive a revenue from it through you, they must 
get it by an impost. Another objection has been 
made against the continuance of these taxes ; they 
are said to be temporary, and ought, therefore, to 
be applied to temporary objects, such as the Mili- 
tary Establishment, and the permanent object of 
the reduction of the Debt. It was rather a strange 
objection to argue from a peculiar quality of the 
object under consideration, when the whole ques- 
tion and essence of the controversy was, in fact, 
whether the object should possess that quality ? 
Whether certain revenues should be temporary or 
permanent, depended on Legislative will, and 
when the proposition was to make certain tempo- 
rary taxes permanent, it was no answer to say that 
they are now temporary. It should be shown that 
these taxes are temporary in their nature and qua- 
lity. The duty on coffee, bohea tea, and salt, are 
permanent. Is there less permanence in the na- 
ture of a duty on refined sugar and snuff? The 
former are consumed by the poorer classes of soci- 
ety; the jatter, by the wealthier. Is that a reason 
why the former should be permanent, and the lat- 
ter temporary ? But, if there did exist any differ- 
ence in the nature of these revenues, the argu- 
ment was the other way; for these duties being 
internal, were in general less liable to be affected by 
wars than the impost, and were, consequently, of a 
more permanent nature than the impost, and there- 
fore more suitablé for the purpose to which they 
are designed. Besides, the very substitute recom- 
mended for the additional impost of last session, 
is a temporary revenue. 

There remained one further objection to an- 
swer. It was asked, why we did not extend ex- 
cises to nails, shoes, paper, and many other arti- 
cles manufactured in the United States, of which 
the manufacturers have as much the monopoly of 
supply, as of snuff and sugar? Several answers 
occurred to this objection. In the first place, the 
fact is not admitted that these have the monopoly 
of supply ; again, it does not follow, that because 
one article is to be excised, all are. In laying tax- 
es, many things are to be taken into consideration, 
the nature of the commodity, whether it can bear 
a tax, whether a necessary or a luxury, the mode 
of collection, its cheapness, and simplicity ; whe- 
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ther it will fall on the maker or on the consumer. 
The articles of snuff andsugar possess every es- 
sential of a good tax: to show that, because they 
can bear a tax, the other articles can also, the gen- 
tlemen should show that the other articles possess 
the same qualities. 

Mr. 8. said, he believed he had answered every 
objection to the snuff and sugar taxes, and conse- 
quently every objection to the principal part of 
the report ; for it would be observed, that gentle- 
men in the Opposition had made the whole merit 
and existence of the report hinge upon those two 
articles. The question was, therefore, now on the 
very existence of the plan; for, if the present mo- 
tion should obtain, he saw an end toall their labor 
for this session. However he might regret its 
failure, and the further postponement of so inter- 
esting a subject, he should endeavor to console 
himself with the reflection, that he had, early in 
the session, brought the subject forward; that he 
bestowed considerable attention on it, and had used 
all his endeavors to accomplish at this time a plan, 
which, if adopted, he was certain would effectu- 
ate the discharge of the National Debt in a very 
short period. If the conduct of members on this 
occasion is to be exhibited to the public as a cri- 
terion of their sincerity in wishing the speedy dis- 
charge of the Debt, he was desirous that the pub- 
lie should know the part he had acted, and he was 
confident that, when a comparison should be drawn 
between those on the one side, who had early and 
zealously brought forward and defended a plan 
for the reduction of the Debt, and at the same 
time shown a willingness to accede to any other 
equally efficient ; and those on the other, who had 
combated this plan with no small perseverance, 
merely on account of their dislike to one or two 
articles of taxatioa, without offering anything as 
a substitute, (except holding out the idea of a re- 
mote and almost impracticable expedient,) his 
conduct would safely undergo the strictest scru- 
tiny. 

Mr. Gixpert rose.—By this time several mem- 
bers were ready to go away, and the question hav- 
ing been repeatedly called for, the gentleman was 
going on, when 

Mr. Nicuowas observed, that he was entitled to 
be heard. as he had got up before a motion that 
was just made for adjournment. 

Mr. B. Bourne observed on the impossibility of 
the gentleman being heard, when the House were 
just going. 

Mr. Sepewicx noticed that he should have the 
freedom of the floor to-morrow. 

Mr. Giveert said, that he did not wish to tire 
the Committee. 

_The Committee then rose, and the House im- 
mediately adjourned. 


Fripay, February 6. 

An engrossed bill for the erection of a light- 
house, near the entrance of Georgetown harbor, 
in the State of South Carolina, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. Frrzsimons, from the committee appointed 
to inquire into the establishment of clerks in the 
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several Departments, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be cgmmitted to a Committee 
of the Whole House on Monday next. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of William Gardner, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
be committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
on Monday next. 

THE PUBLIC DEBT. 

The House then went into a Committee on the 
unfinished business of yesterday; the amend- 
ment of Mr. 8S. Smiru was before them for striking 
out the second resolution in the report of the se- 
lect committee on the means of reducing the Na- 
tional Debt; Mr. Cozs in the Chair. 

Mr. Tracy said, that when he was up before on 
this question, he had stated that some of the sugar- 
bakers in New York were not, in their own opin- 
ions, oppressed by the excise on loaf sugar, and 
that the raw material had been cheaper there than 
usual; this had in part been contradicted by a 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 8S. Smirx,] who 
had said that the low price alluded to was by an ac- 
cidental and single purchase. Mr. T. said, he was 
now furnished with ample documents to show 
that the raw material in New York had been at 
least ten per cent. cheaper for a number of months 
back than usual, which enabled the refiners to sell 
loaf sugar at the same price which they did be- 
fore, and yet collect the excise trom the consumer. 
He had asked. when up before, if the manufac- 
turers complained anywhere but in Philadelphia. 
He now was ready to assert, that they did not 
complain, excepting in Philadelphia and Balti- 
more. The principal ground of complaint, con- 
tained in the petition now before the Committee, 
from the refiners in Baltimore, was, that they had 
not the advantages of speedy sale as those had 
who lived in larger towns. This, Mr. T. said, 
could not apply to the manufacturers in Philadel- 
phia. And as the chief complaint before the Com- 
mittee was from the city of Philadelphia, which 
was quoted by those in favor of the motion for 
striking out the resolution, he wished to be in- 
dulged in a few remarks upon the weight, which, 
in his opinion, the complaints of the Philadelphia 
refiners ought to have. It was said by a gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Nicnowas,} that the 
manufacturers in this city declared they paid the 
excise themselves and could not collect it from 
the purchaser ; and that we ought to believe them. 
To this he answered, that the respectability of the 
sugar-bakers in Philadelphia was unquestionable, 
yet, before their opinions and declarations ought 
to influence the Committee, he thought a fair ex- 
amination of their opinions and conduct, and a 
comparison of them with the opinions and con- 
duct of the sugar-bakers of New York, &c., ought 
to be had. Upon the first idea, in Congress, of lay- 
ing an excise on loaf sugar, &c., the manufac- 
turers in this city had been constantly opposing 
the motions of Government. This opposition had 
been kept up until the law had passed through all 
its stages; and, as if they meant to move Heaven 
and earth against it, when the Legislature of 
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Pennsylvania sat last Summer, in that most eriti- 


cal period, they petitioned the Legislature to in- 


terfere officially, and, if possible, induce Congress 
to repeal the excise law. This was done in such 
terms, and by some persons at least, from whom 
we had a right to expect support to the laws, that 
it could not fail powerfully to attract the attention 
of every person who regarded the peace and hap- 
piness of his country. And yet a sense of the im- 
propriety of this conduct seems not to have found 
its way to the minds of the manufacturers in thi: 
city, excepting Peter and Henry Mierken, who, 
Mr. T. said, formed a very honorable exception ; 
but the exception was a solitary one. They pub- 
licly declared against the propriety of such a step. 
Now the manufacturers tell us that they mus! 
pay the whole excise themselves, and its opera- 
tions are ruinous to them. And they add, loaf 
sugar is at the same price now that it was before 
the excise was laid, and that the excise prevents 
the consumption. It was a well known fact, Mr. 
T. said, that large purchases were made antece- 
dent to the excise law taking place ; perhaps the 
grocers did it on purpose to avoid paying the ex- 
cise. This might be one reason why the price was 
not increased ; another was, the diminished price 
of raw sugars. It was the case when the excise 
was laid on spirits. An over-purchase kept the 

rice where it had been for some time after the 
oe took effect; but very soon the excise and a 
profit on it was added ; so it would be in this case. 
Mr. T. said, that the consumption of loaf sugar was 
not lessened by the excise, he had authority to 
say, from all the information he had from the 
grocers in this city, in New York, and elsewhere ; 
and if the manufacturers of this city were accu- 
rate, in saying that they paid the excise them- 
selves, he asked how it could possibly lessen the 
consumption? And he said he believed he was 
stating with accuracy, when he said that one 
sugar-baker at least, in this city. actually did, or 
at least proposed, to make out bills to his pur- 
chasers, in three columns, one containing the price 
of the sugar, the next the excise, and the third 
the whole amount, but this he did not know that 
he could prove. If this were true, he asked who 
paid the excise, and why should such a thing be 
done, but to stir up uneasiness in purchasers, that 
the burden was thrown on them? Now the cry 
is, the purchaser or consumer did not pay the duty; 
but it fell on the poor depressed manufacturer. 
Mr. T. agreed that it would be no more just, 
wantonly, to take money from a rich man than a 

oor one, but humanity called with more force in 
avor of the latter. How was it in this ease? Were 
the manufacturers in this city poor and depressed ! 
He said he remembered a petition of these very 
manufacturers, but lately read in Congress, in 
which they say that they will immediately pay 
their proportion of the Public Debt, if we will let 
them know the sum ; vet they cannot pay a small 
excise without utter ruin! They deny their ability 
or will to pay, even in the first instance, a small 
excise, and yet wish to pay down their proportion 
of eighty or ninety millions of dollars, and from 
every appearance this proportion must be made 
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out on very ample focttinés: so that the sum which 
they offer to p pay down must belarge. We have been 
told i in this House of a dangerous moneyed influ- 
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ence, of paper noblemen, and purse- proud aristo- | 


crats; but what is this conduct the result of? Not 
of poverty, to say no more of it. Mr. T. was not 
confident, but he was tole ‘rably certain, that the 
dry goods merchants of this city remonstrated 
against the impost when it was first established ; 

the manufacturers are now compl: aining of the ex- 
cise. Is there any thing peculiar in Pennsylvania 
that the laws of this Government can never go 
down quietly with its inhabitants ? He was will- 
ing to appreciate the State, and the manufac- 
turers, and think very highly of them ; but he was 
as willing to think well of the manufacturers in 
New York and elsewhere, and to give as much 
credit to their statements. He declared, if he were 
convinced the tax would eventually fall ou the 


manufacturer and not on the consumer, he would | 


vote for striking out the resolve; but he said it 
could not be determined yet, by experiment, which 
was the only proper test of a tax. He declared 
he thought that even the manufa:turers them- 
selves could not tell unless the taxes were kept 
in being for a longer time than two years. He 
believed to continue the excises laid last session 
of Congress until 1801, would give us the expe- 
rimental test much better than to try it only for 
so short a time, and that he was opposed to the 
limitation when the taxes were first laid; but the 
limitation was moved by a gentleman who had 
opposed the excises in every step; and Mr. T. un- 
derstood that an accommodation was to take place 
in consequence of the limitation, but after the 
limitation was added, not a man voted for the 
bills who had, before that addition, opposed them. 
He very much regretted, then, that the limitation 
was admitted at all; and should have opposed it, 
but from a misunderstanding of the word accom- 
modation. He had taken it in its ordinary sense, 
but he found it was used in an appropriate and 
technical sense, that is, “if you will adopt my sen- 
timents exactly, I will be so accommodating as 
never to adopt yours in return.” It had been said 
that this attempt to collect revenue by excises was 
the first. The gentleman who said this must have 
forgotten the excise on spirits, which was of much 
more ancient date. A gentleman from Virginia 
{[Mr. Nicnouas] had said that no opposition was 
made to impost. Mr. T. was confident the gen- 
tleman had not stated with his usual accuracy. 
There certainly were murmurs against the im- 
post, and, possibly, at the first operation of all taxes, 
they more or less affect the people unequally ; but 
if you will give them time enough to work their 
own level, they will become equal, and will sys- 
tematize in such a manner that the consumer will 
forever pay. A gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Gites} had complained of some opinions which 
had been given in the Committee, that a vote on 
this subject would be a political test, and by each 
man’s vote, his wishes, honestly to pay off the 
Public Debt, or not, would be discovered. The 
same gentlerman had soon after declared. that all 
persons who voted to strike out the resolve, would 
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evince a confidence in the virtue of the next Com 
gress, or future Congresses ; and that all who voted 
against striking out, would evince a distrust of 
the virtue, &e. This declaration Mr. T. thought 
not so well founded, and not so candid, as the de- 
clarations of the gentleman generally were. He 
asked, if it was a greater evidence of distrust in 
the virtue of future Legislatures, to suppose they 


| will not repeal a bad act, when found so by expe- 


riment, than any thing which can be derived from 
prolonging an act, for the purpose of giving it a 
fair chance to be tried by experience; and would 
it not carry an impeachment on the wisdom of 
this branch of the Legislature, to leave an act in 
a situation which will never give it a fair experi- 
ment? Mr. T. thought the arguments made use 
of by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 

Lyman, | could not apply; he had argued entirely 
on the ground that our m: :nufactures should not 
be taxed at all. If so, why not repeal the whole? 
The question now is, shall we prolong these taxes 
a sufficient length of time to discover, by experi- 
ment, whether the excise will injure the manu- 
facturer, or shall we not? If, by fair experiment, 
the excise is found to injure the manufactures, no 
man can wish a further continuance ; but at least 
give time enough for that experiment. As to the 
argument, that all taxes ought to be annual or 
biennial, Mr. T. said, no man could soberly think 
that such uncertainty in the mode and duration 
of taxes could be eligible. Let the people know 
that a mode of taxation is to be permanent, or at 
least sufficiently so, to determine its merit by ex- 
periment, and they will know how to meet the ex- 
action, and will systemize it; but keep your mode 
of taxation in uncertainty ‘and fluctuation, and 
your taxes will be truly oppressive, which no man 
can wish, unless the new-fangled principle, that, 

to preserve the liberties of the people, you ought 
to make them feel most sensibly the inconve- 
nience of paying, taxes should become general; 

which is in fact saying, it is best for the | purpose 
of securing liberty, peace. and happiness to man- 
kind, for the Legislature so to contrive their mode 
as to effectually prevent the contrary, and enforce 
an involuntary payment, and that at a time and 
in a manner the best calculated to destroy the 
peace and interrupt the happiness of the person 
paying. This he thought a fair result of the doc- 
trine which had been mentioned in-the Commit- 
tee, “ that direct taxes were preferable to indirect, 

for the purpose of preserving liberty.” Mr. T. 
said, he should have no great objection to strike 
out the carriage tax, not that he disliked it; but 
many persons thought it unconstitutional. He 
had no doubt on that ground, and believed it 
would be dete weg by “the Federal Court to be 
Constitutional ; if so, it was agreed on all hands 
to be a good ee’ The resolve must be amended, 
if it was not struck out; but he conceived, by the 
rules of the House, if the whole resolution was 
struck out, that not one of the taxes could be 
brought forward for a continuance, or, in other 
words. it would not be in order to move a repeal 
of the limitation. If he was right in this idea, he 
hoped no person would vote to strike out the reso- 
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lution, as he was confident it might be amended, 
so as to meet the minds of a majority. 

Mr. Montcomery.—I am so seriously disposed 
in, favor of the reduction of the Debt, that I rise, 
at this time, more to give my reasons for the vote 
I intend to give, than thatI believe my arguments 
will be so clear or convincing, as that I shall have 
much influence on the opinions of this Commit- 
tee. 

There has been, in the course of investiga- 
tion, much said on the one hand to show the suf- 
ficiency of the existing revenues for the purpose 
expressed in the resolution ; and as much on the 
other, proving that, without the continuation of 
the taxes or duties in question, it would be decep- 
tive and very fallacious to attempt the object in 
view. Without going into the minutes of caleu- 
lation on the one side or the other—nor, indeed, 
do I believe it is very important as to the deter- 
mination of my mind which of the calculations 
are the most just—it is sufficient for me to observe 
that the resclaion in question, taken in conjunc- 
tion with a subsequent one, appropriates the 
whole of the taxes in question, together with the 
surplus of revenue which may hereafter exist, 
after satisfying all legal appropriations, to the posi- 
tive discharge in the first place of the redeemable 
Debt; and in the next place, to the increase of 
the Sinking Fund for the purpose of purchasing 
the residue. Now, it is impossible for me to doubt, 
but that the Legislature will, at every future pe- 
riod, upon having once established a plan for the 
reduction of the Debt, abide by the same, till the 
ones S accomplished ; and all the revenues, once 
solemnly pledged for this purpose, will be faith- 
fully applied. If there is no reason to doubt of 
this, it is very unimportant whether there is a 
greater or lesser surplus yearly, provided only 
that there should not be so little as to derange the 
proposed plan ; and that does not seem to be feared 
by either side; and the greater the yearly surplus. 
so much the more will the final redemption be 
accelerated. As to the idea that we may appro- 
priate as much of the present revenues as may be 
necessary for the purpose of the redemption of the 
six per cent. stock, as is directed by law, and at 
the end of two years, if these taxes prove them- 
selves good ones, the House will then, no doubt, 
continue them; and it is a kind of charge on the 
virtue of that House to suppose they will not. 

But, in answer to this, the reduction of the Na- 
tional Debt is a great object, and if ever it is 
accomplished, it must be the result of a plan. 
Now the argument for beginning this work with- 
out a plan contemplating a permanent revenue, 
would be just as strong two years hence that we 
should go on so, as it is now, that we should be- 
gin without it; and so on, from one period of two 
ears to another, till the whole was completed. 
ould any man, or set of men, in their senses, 
undertake such a mighty task? If such could be 
found, they would, I believe, be certainly defeated, 
and the object would never be accomplished ; 
therefore, as | am in earnest about the redemp- 
tion, I am for a plan the best and most stable that 
the nature of the case will admit. And I cannot 
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hesitate in approving, for the present, of the one 

roposed, as it is provided in the resolution, that 
if other taxes are substituted, the present may at 
any time be abolished. This I think should satisfy 
gentlemen who wish to substitute other and di- 
rect taxes in the room of those. But I really be- 
lieve the mode of collecting money from the peo- 
ple by impost duties and excises, provided they 
are well regulated, are preferable to any direct 
tax, and the people pay them with greater facility, 
To illustrate this fact, only suppose that the whole 
amount of our present revenue was laid on real 
property, or by direct tax, would it be possible that 
the people could long bear up under such an enor- 
mous burden? | eal believe not. Whereas, they 
now pay it almost insensibly ; and I really believe 
it in a great measure brings its own ability to pay, 
by stimulating every part of the community to 
industry and exertion. I would just observe, an 
idea not so well expressed, which I have touched 
on before, viz: that, in the first place, positive pro- 
vision is hereby proposed to be made for the re- 
demption, yearly, of so much as the: law admits, 
exclusive and previous to any other appropriations 
which may have any claim on this fund. 

Again, as to the necessity of experience with 
respect to these taxes: If we mean seriously to 
undertake the redemption of the Debt, what ex- 

erience do we wish to obtain? Two years will 
urnish little, and that not so fair an experiment as 
a longer trial on an established plan; and if we 
shanll not like this very well at the end of two 
years, what then? Try another. Would not thai 
also need two years for an experiment? And so 
on, till our whole plan would tumble into ruin, and 
as a nation we should suffer disgrace. For the fact 
is, having begun, we must not look back ; and this 
or some other tax must be continued till the whole 
Debt is extinguished; and I really believe, if we 
adhere to the present plan, the system will, in time, 
reconcile itself to the people, and our Debt will be 
paid in a manner by which none will be dis- 
tressed, and within a time that many of us may 
reasonably hope to be the living witnesses of. 

Thus have I given the reason which shall govern 
my votes on this occasion as concisely as it is 
in my power ; and I believe I should not even now 
have trespassed so long on the patience of the 
Committee, only I am most sincerely and ardently 
disposed to promote, by every mite of mine, the 
object proposed ; and the more especially so as I 
Slievs it will be the last Congress in which I 
shall ever have the opportunity of giving my sen- 
tiinents on the question. I submit them to the 
Committee; they will give them the weight 
which they merit and no more. 

Mr.S.Smrru.—lI agree with the gentlemanfrom 
South Carolina, [Mr. W. Smrru,] that the sub- 
ject before you is of no great importance—no less 
than the continuing of a system by which you are 
to establish excises on the growing manufactures 
of the Union. It is not the two cents per pound 
on sugar, nor the eight cents on snuff, but the prin- 
ciple we combat. We are told those are luxuries. 
The same insidious policy was pursued by Great 
Britain. It was not the trifling duty on tea, (a 
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luxury,) but the principle of taxation that united 
America successfully to oppose her. 

The same gentleman has said, why should not 
refined sugar pay duty, when salt, coffee, &c., 
pay ? This kind of argument is seldom used by 
that gentleman; it is merely ad captandum vul- 
gus, for he well knows that every pound of re- 
fined sugar that is consumed has already paid a 
duty of at least three cents per pound on the raw 
material. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Sepe- 
wick] has said. that we must either continue 
those taxes or lay a direct tax. Thisargument is 
meant merely to deceive, for he cannot believe 
the continuing those taxes necessary to the object 
in question. He must know that the revenues 
independent of those taxes are fully adequate. 
Nay. sir, so certain am I on this subject, that I 
would vote against any motion for a land tax; it 
being in my opinion wholly unnecessary. 

The gentleman says, that the mistakes in all 
the statements made by the members of this 
House have been palpable, and that he will rest 
his confidence implicitly on the Report of the late 
Secretary. We are not accountable for the mis- 
takes of others. They were indeed palpable. The 
Secretary has proved some of ours. I stated the 
revenue which would arise from additional duties 
at $750,000. The Secretary says that they will 
be $769,000, but he deducts therefrom ten per cent. 
for drawbacks and expenses. There he is wrong. 
The drawbacks, &c., in 1792. (the year he calcu- 
lates on,) were but six per cenit. And the addi- 
tional duties being principally on dry goods, of 
which a trifle is exported, he ought not to have 
charged more than two per cent. for drawbacks 
and expenses, which would have confirmed my 
statement of $750,000. Having observed this mis- 
take, I was led to examine more minutely, and I 
thought I could discover other errors. For in- 
stance, in the result marked F, for 1793, the draw- 
back is estimated at $1,500,000, when alread 
there had been charged thereon $279,000. This 
is $500,000 more than heretofore calculated on, 
and that much more than will probably arise on 
that year. The Civil List is charged with $117,000 
more than any year has actually cost; the Mili- 
tary at $99,000 more than it cost in 1793, and 
no person can suppose that our Military expenses 
will increase. Nay, some contemplate a reduc- 
tion. 

My habits have been to examine, and I am cer- 
tain that the late Secretary (for whose abilities as 
well as personal character I have the greatest re- 
spect) will pardon my having pointed out what I 
conceive to be errors. Those sums, together with 
$65,000 over-charged for drawbacks on additional 
duties, will make $781,000. Deduct therefrom 
$380,000 supposed to be raised by the new duties, 
and there will remain $401,000 for contingencies, 
and for purchase of the Debt. I have not taken 
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into calculation the surplus made by the Secre- 
tary of $142,000, in his result F', because I do be- 
lieve that nearly the whole of that will be lost in 
the estimate of $400,000 expected from the ex- 
cise on domestic distilled spirits. 


My calculation 
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makes that item (which has always been esti- 
mated at $400,000) to yield less than $300,000 to 
the Treasury. 

I shall not pretend to follow the gentleman 
from Connecticut through that vein of ridicule 
that he has thrown on the memorialists. They 
are citizens, had a right to petition, and deserve 
to be treated with decency—they neither want 
his pity nor that of the House—they ask a redress 
of grievances. He has said we want experience 
on those laws, but we may test them by the ex- 
isting excise. It was by it I meant to test the new 
excises, but the report demanded thereon has not 
yet been made, and I must risk my calculation, 
which I firmly believe in myself. 

In 1792, the nett amount of duties of excise paid to 
the Treasury, all expenses of collection deduct- 





ed, was - - - - - - $383,209 
Deduct drawbacks paid by the 
Collectors of Customs on ex- 
portation - - - - $136,428 
With $75 for molasses - - 27,285 
—- 109,143 
$274,066 


Leaving an actual nett revenue of $274,066 for 
the year 1792. 

The returns for 1793 are not complete, but add 
to those made, a like sum for each of the States 
that have not returned their accounts to those for 
1792, and you will find that you lose between the 
years 1792 and 1793, nearly one hundred thousand 
dollars—a prodigious decrease for one year. Should 
that excise coutinue thus to decrease, you must 
find funds to pay the officers from some other re- 
venue. 

In the year 1792, the spirit from molasses pro- 
duced $174,152; from grain and fruit, $72,170. 
To collect that from molasses requires not more 
than twenty persons. To collect the residue, 
about two hundred and thirty officers. Supposing 
other States have officers equal to the number in 
Maryland, where twenty-five are rete to col- 
lect a nett revenue of $15,591. Why, sir, if the 
whole was divided among the officers, it would not 
be too much for their services. Thus have you, 
at least, two hundred and thirty officers spread over 
the whole face of America, to pay the immense 
sum of seventy-two thousand dollars per annum 
to the Treasury. The State of Virginia paid of 
nett revenue, in 1792, from the excise, $15,186; 
the cost of collection is charged at $5,258—so that 
twenty shillings collected from the people pays 
but fifteen shillings to the Treasury, and yet the 
officers are not half paid. Those of Maryland must 
resign, unless their pay is increased, for, on an 
average, they receive but about seventy-five dol- 
lars perannum. I agree with the gentleman that 
the people pay taxes by excise more pleasantly 
than by direct taxation. But, sir, I believe the 
temper of our people is not prepared for a general 
excise system; that excises cannot be collected 
without an host of officers, who, being paid as 
they ought to be, would swallow up the revenue. 
Whence arises this decrease? From the gradual 
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corruption of the morals of the people, occasioned 
by the excise system. 

One other observation: 1 do not think with 
those who would throw three millions of dollars 
into market annually for the purchase of the Debt. 
If you do, you will raise the price so that your 
three millions would not purchase more than two 
millions four hundred thousand dollars. 

A sum of from five hundred thousand to one 
million annually, will not affect the market so ma- 
terially, and wilt perhaps, be purchased nearly at 
par; and that sum will be paid from your exist- 
ing revenues without the aid of the taxes in ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Finpvey observed, that the real ground of 
controversy was within such narrow limits, that, 
if foreign matter had not been introduced, he had 
not designed to detain the Committee with his 
observations. The question was only, whether 
those revenue laws which were, by their own limit- 
ation, to continue for two years longer, should 
now be extended to six years. 

After the wide field of argument that had been 
taken, he wished to call the attention of the Com- 
mittee back to the single ground of controversy ; 
he thought the best way to do this, was to state a 
concise narrative of the progress of excises under 
this Government. 

In the year 1790, a law was enacted for levying 
an excis* on distilled spirits and stills. At that 





time we had very little practical knowledge of ex- 


cises; in most States they were only known by the 
odium of the name ; in some others they were only 
known by being defeated. In the Spring of 1791, 
the Secretary of the Treasury was directed to re- 
port early to the next session the progress of the 
excise law ; the next session passed without this 
information being given: the direction was re- 
newed, and a day named on which the report 
should be made. This produced the report of the 
first day of January in the last session, which 
proved that the excise law was very partially ex- 
ecuted, notwithstanding the amendments which 
had been made to that law, and the suggestions 
that it was in full operation. From this report it 
was evident that the revenue fell much below the 
estimated amount, notwithstanding that the ex- 
pense of collection was increased almost every 
session, and that, in some districts, the revenue did 
not pay that expense, 

While such a view of this excise was before the 
House, the present revenue Loans were introduced, 
and supported by arguments drawn from theory 
or the experience of countries otherwise circum- 
stanced than we were. Being opposed by a pret- 
ty large minority, and the estimates of their pro- 
duce not being supported by any sufficient data, a 
limitation of their duration was agreed to unani- 
mously. 

One gentleman, indeed, [Mr. Tracy,] says that 
he, at that time, disapproved of the limitation, 
though he voted for it; and, from this circum- 
stance, he justifies his right of voting against it 
now. This manner of arguing affords a much 
stronger proof of that gentleman’s ingenuity than 
of his candor. He complains that voting for the 
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limitation procured no votes in favor of these laws. 
This, at least, proves that the limitation was the 
only thing in which the House were unanimous, 
and, consequently, that this being the most respect- 
able part of those laws, ought to be held most 
sacred. 


Thesame gentleman, in hislast discourse, thought 


proper to select Pennsylvania as the peculiar ob- 
ject of his censure, and to make severe animad- 
versions on the conduct of her merchants and 
manufacturers. Had he confined his censure to 
the part of this State, where a criminal opposi- 
tion to the excise law actually happened, and had 
this been a Court of Censors, authorized to make 
a scrutiny into the character of particular States, 
and hold them up to public contempt, perhaps | 


might have acknowledged the justice of his stric- 
tures with respect to some of my immediate con- 


stituents ; but would still have gloried in being a 


citizen of Pennsylvania. Nor do I think myself 
dishonored by the unfortunate misconduct of some 
nearer where I reside. Whenacomparative scru- 
tiny is made of the character of the merchants 
and manufacturers of other commercial and ma- 
nufacturing States, 1 am confident, with the ex- 
ceptions I mentioned, that Pennsylvania will not 
shrink from the trial. nor blush at the result ; but, 
as this House is no Council of Censors nor Court 
of Judicature, everything of this kind is disorder- 
ly and impolitic. 

Mr. F. observed, that a gentleman, yesterday, 
{Mr. Sepawick,] had done him the honor to make 
some remarks on what he had formerly said on 
this subject, respecting the faith of the Govern 
ment. He supposed he had not then expressed 
himself with sufficient accuracy, but would now 
explain his meaning. He did not mean that the 
faith of Government was so pledged as that it 
must be suffered to expire at the time to which it 
stands limited, or, that it could not be extended 
with propriety, as soon as experience of the re- 
venue it would produce, and its effects on the ma- 
nufacturers, would justify the measure. He only 
contended, that a limitation thus unanimously 
agreed to, should not be extended until we were 
possessed of the practical information intended to 
be obtained. He said, this was reasonably expect- 
ed by those who doubted of the propriety of the 
law, and by the manufacturers who were aflected 
by it; and no man had pretended to say that this 
information was yet obtained. 

He said that the manufacturers were so confi- 
dent in this expectation, that though, through the 
impropriety of the law, some of the manufactu- 
rers had their business totally stopped; they had 
made no complaint, until we obliged them to come 
forward by attempting to extend the limitation, 
and by construing their silence into approbation. 
He said he had the honor to be one of a commit- 
tee of seven, to examine and report on the memo- 
rials of the manufacturers. It appeared to that 
committee, on the most exact scrutiny, that the 
manufacturers could not hitherto add the tax to 
the price, and that the revenues fell much below 
the estimate ; but the laws having been but a few 
months in operation, they thought it possible, that 
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these circumstances ‘nia bs owing to conipotaies 
and incidental causes, and therefore, though they 
voted against the repeal of these lays, yet they 
reported, with only one dissenting voice, against 
extending the limitation. 

The importance of rendering the revenue per- 
manent on which the discharge’ of the Public Debt 
is to depend, affords the only : good argument that 
has been offered for extending the limitation, and 
this circumstance has considerable weight; but, 
as it is not proposed to lessen the revenue, it will 
still be in the power of Congress to exte nd those 
revenues, and add others of the same kind, if ex- 
perience justifies the measure, and if those taxes 
are judged improper, there are other resources. 
However, it is not necessary to appropriate this 
revenue to the discharge of the Debt; much more 
revenue than these sources will produce are ne- 
cessary for the support of the Armv and other 
temporary purposes. 

The gentlemen in support of the measure, with 
great confidence, assert the decision of this mea- 
sure to be a criterion of a disposition to discharge 
the Public Debt; but this assertion is neither can- 
did nor well founded. The amount of revenue is 
too small, and the principle tooexceptionable, to be 
made such a test. If it is a test of anything, it is 
of the jealousy we entertain of the future Legis- 
lature. Such a jealousy, though pretty evident, 
he thought, was unfounded. He believed that 
those who came after us, would possess as much 
virtue and discernment as we did, and would be 
as much interested in providing for an honest dis- 
charge of the Debt. 

We have been frequently called on to bring for- 
ward direct taxes or other substitutes, and were 
charged with voting against direct taxes last ses- 
sion. There is no need for other taxes until the 
limitation is nearer its expiration; nor ought this 
to be called for unless we were proposing a repeal 
of some of the existing taxes, as they are fully suf- 
ficient for the object proposed. 

Mr. F. said that, as direct taxes had been often 
mentioned in such a manner as to suggest a sus- 
picion that he did not seriously wish them to be 
brought forward at any time, he begged leave to 
explain himself on that subject more fully. He 
said that, last session, he had the honor of making 
the motion for the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and it was his wish that that committee would 
have proposed a direct tax of two millions of dol- 
lars, to be apportioned among the different States, 
agreeably to the Constitution, and appropriated 
for a limited time to the redemption of the Public 
Debt. He expected that each State would levy 
it in its own way. 

He said that, however much he was against an 
excise system of taxation, because of its partial 
operation and corrupting effects ; yet, on reflect- 
ing that even a direct tax could not be apportioned 
with perfect equality on all the States, and that 
it would generally happen, that where the indi- 
rect taxes pressed lightest, the direct taxes would 
press most heavily, he thought it would be best 
now, when thecountry was able to bear it, to put 
both kinds into operation, and this might be aided 
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with further duties -s On : sci manufactures as could 
bear it, and equally enjoyed the benefit of protect- 
ing duties with those aleeuine taxed. He hoped 
that, when the next C ongress met, such a plan of 
taxation would be adopted ; doing this, would be 
an unequivocal test of a disposition to promote 
a speedy and honest discharge of the Public 
Debt. 

The tax negatived last session, was not such a 
direct one as he contemplated, nor of sufficient 
amount to be worth the expense of levying; nor 
was it needed for the object proposed. It was but 
five hundred thousand dollars, and to be levied 
exclusively on land. The direct tax, he contem- 
plated. was a tax on all visible property that could 
be conveniently rated, and he conceived that two 
millions of dollars would be but a moderate tax 
on the United States. 

He did not think it necessary to take much no- 
tice of the arguments offered respecting the qua- 
lity of the taxes, as we were neither about to ori- 
ginate nor repeal them, but thought many of these 
arguments more plausible than solid. He instanced 
a gentleman’s [Mr. Smrrn, of South Carolina} 
comparison of the impost on coffee, with the ex- 
cise on loaf sugar. If the gentleman had reflect- 
ed, that coarse sugar paid an impost before it was 
refined, as well as coffee, he would have been con- 
vineed that the comparison was fallacious. To 
make them correspond, there ought to be an ex- 
cise on coffee when it is boiled, or, rather, on the 
grinding of it, as in England. 

The same gentleman expressed himself sur- 
prised at the objections to the swearing required 
in the excise laws, and said an honest man who 
was willing to do his duty, could have no objec- 
tion to swearing. Mr. F. said. that this case was 
strongly misstated. The honest man was not 
afraid of his own swearing falsely, but he was 
afraid that his honesty would ruin his business, 
because the man that did not fear an oath would 
undersell him. This was an evil which the most 
judicious advocates of excises acknowledged to be 
inseparable from them. The experience of every 
country, where an excise system prevails, has pro- 
duced lamentable instances of the depravity of 
those that were immediately connected with the 
excises. He regretted that, already, instances of 
such depravity could be found in our own coun- 
try. But the gentleman who had just sat down[ Mr. 
S. Smrra,] had spoken so well on this subject, 
and on the sentiments of the people respecting ex- 
cises, that it was not necessary for him to add 
much on that subject. One particular, however, 
he would mention. It was in proof before a com- 
mittee of which he was a member, that, notwith- 
standing the protecting duties, all the rum distil- 
leries in this city and Baltimore, had given up the 
business, but one in each of these towns, though, 
before the excise law, these distilleries had been 
worth from a thousand to twelve hundred pounds 
annually to the owners. They now either lie idle, 
or are turned into breweries. He did not know 
how it was in other towns, nor whether the two 
distillers that continued at the business in this 
city and Baltimore, were honest men or not; but 
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he thought the circumstance was alarming, and 
ought to be inquired into. 

he same gentleman spoke much about the 
propriety of taxing luxuries, as they were only 
used by the wealthy. He said he never had heard 
an exact definition of luxuries. In general, they 
were such things as contributed to the happiness 
of individuals, at least in their own esteem, and 
which they could exist without the use of; but to 
take them by this rule, they would be exceedingly 
numerous, and as various as the different tastes, 
passions, and circumstances of mankind. With 
ROEpPaE to loaf sugar, it was in pretty general use; 
and as to snuff, he never knew the consumption 
of it to be confined to the wealthy. He thought a 
view of this House gave a proof that it was not, 
but few of the members used it ; it was more com- 
monly used by the poor, the disconsolate and un- 
happy, who had recourse to it as a stimulus to as- 
sist im supporting them under melancholy. He 
said, there was another kind of property, which, 
if not luxury, yet, could well bear a tax—he meant 
great landed estates. Many might be found with 
extensive manors of land, numerous stocks of cat- 
tle, and abundance of all the most permanent kinds 
of wealth, who did not pay as much of impost or 
excise as the day laborer, or the men who had to 
rent a farm to raise his family on. 

Mr. Gixzs hoped that some of the taxes would 
be continued. His opinion had uniformly been, 
that the taxes, Miceator, were insufficient for any 
formidable operation on the National Debt. The 
surplus of revenue, by the most favorable state- 
ment, was not supposed to be more than three 
hundred thousand dollars per annum. He did not 
think the excise system the best for making an 
impression on the Debt. He wished for an appor- 
tionment among the States. As to the resolution 
before the House, he approved of some of the tax- 
es, and others he disapproved. He therefore wished 
the resolution could be divided, that he might not 
be obliged to vote for or against five taxes all at 
once. He hoped that a plan for apportioning taxes 
to discharge the Debt would, before the rise of the 
session, be laid on the table. If it was not done by 
somebody else, he would do it himself. He had 
strong objections to several of these taxes, to which 
he would give his consent, rather than that ao- 
thing should be done. He wished that some bet- 
ter proposition could be brought forward than a 
few petty excises. Such a thing might be laid on 
the table, and, between this and the next session, 
they could sound their constituents upon it. He 
wished for some modification in the motion of Mr. 
S. Smirn. 

Mr. Kirrera was for a division immediately. 

Mr. Dayron, Mr. Pace, Mr. Firzsimons, Mr. 
Manison, and Mr. Harr.ey, also spoke. 

The last gentleman feared that he would never 
see an end of such a discussion. 

The question for striking out the resolution was 
put—Ayes only 21. 

The motion being thus lost: 

Mr. Gives said that, at the risk of popular odi- 
um, he would move to strike out the tax upon car- 
riages. He knew this to be the most popular of 
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the taxes, but he believed it to be against the Con- 
stitution. It was not a voluntary, but a compulsory 
tax. To lay a tax on a thing already in a man’s 
poneereiim, was a direct tax; and, though a popu- 
ar one, the fear of giving offence would not deter 
him from doing what he believed to be his duty. 
A gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. W.Smiru } 
had treated objections of this kind lightly ; and 
had said, that the Constitution could be corrected. 
He thought this a very unguarded mode of ex- 
pression. We have all sworn to support the Con- 
stitution ; and, if it must be altered, we know very 
well that this House has not authority for that 
purpose. There must be an authority of a differ- 
ent kind. As to the tax now before the House, so 
firmly were several gentlemen persuaded of its 
illegality, that they had determined to make an 
opposition to it—not as in Pennsylvania, by an 
insurrection—but by a trial before a Court of Law. 

Mr. Boupinor considered the objectious of Mr. 
Gives as totally groundless. You might as well 
say that the tonnage of a ship is a direct tax, for 
the ship and the carriage have both, perhaps, been 
in possession of their respective owners, before the 
existence of the tax. If he had imagined the tax 
to be unconstitutional, he would certainly have 
opposed it with all his might. He considered it 
as a popular tax. 

Mr. Hittuovuse recommended brevity and de- 
spatch. 

Mr. Bearry wondered at hearing his colleague 
say, that the carriage tax was popular, since it was 
quite otherwise among their constituents in New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Boupinot explained.—T hat part of the tax 
which regarded carriages of pleasure was popular ; 
but the collector of the tax in New Jersey, by a 
construction which never came into the head of 
anybody except himself, applied the law to the 
wagons of farmers going to market. This part of 
the tax was very unpopular, and justly so, but the 
other part was agreeable. 

On dividing, the motion of Mr. Gites was ne- 
gatived—Ayes 29, noes 55. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Szpawick, for strik- 
ing out another part of the resolution. The mean- 
ing was not to limit the appropriation of the pro- 
duce of these taxes to the discharge of the Debt 
exclusively. He had been appointed on a com- 
mittee, when the galleries were shut; and it was 
the business of the House to provide money for 
the humane and national purposes referred to. 
That money must be had. tte did not think him- 
self at liberty to speak more plainly, but the House 
knew that this was an indispensable object. 

Mr. Firzsimons said that, if the gentleman 
meant any other purpose than what had been all 
along professed, for the application of the money, 
he wished him to speak out. 

The Committee agreed to all the resolutions as 
reported, and then rose, and the House agreed to 
the resolutions, which are as follows: 

1. Resolved, That there be appropriated, out of the 
revenues of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five, a sum, not exceeding six hundred thousand 
dollars, to be applied to the payment of two dollars on 
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every i ate dollars of the amount of that part of the 
Public Debt, which bears an actual interest of six per 
cent.; the enid payment to be made on the day of 
—— next. 


2. Resolved, That the several clauses of limitation in 
the acts for laying duties and taxes on manufactured 
sugar and snuff; on licenses for retailing wines and 
spirituous liquors; on sales at auction; and on car- 
riages, be repealed; that the said several acts be con- 
tinued in force until the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and one; and that the moneys arising therefrom 
be appropriated to the discharge of that portion of the 
Public Debt which is redeemable by law, subject, how- 
ever, to a substitution of other duties or taxes of equal 
value, to all or any of the said duties and taxes. 

3. Resolved, That the eighth section of the act of last 
session, laying and continuing certain duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise, be repealed; and that the du- 
ration of the said act be made commensurate with the 
act for laying such duties, passed the tenth day of Au- 
gust, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, entitled 
“An act making further provision for the Debt of the 
United States.” 


4. Resolved, That the surplus of revenue, which may 
hereafter exist, after satisfying all legal appropriations, 
be annually appropriated to the purchase of the Public 
Debt. 

5. Resolved, That provision be made for the sale of 
the public lands in the Western Territory. 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. WIL- 
LiAM Sairu, Mr. Ames, Mr. Firzstmons, Mr. Dv- 
vALL, and Mr. Nicwouas, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 


Monpay, February 9. 


Rosert Goon Loe Harper, returned to serve in 
this House as a member for the State of South 
Carolina, in the room of ALEXANDER GILLOon, de- 
ceased, appeared, produced his credentials, was 
qualified, and took his seat in the House. 

Mr. Goopunue, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of sundry manufac- 
turers of hemp, in the towns of Boston, Newport, 
and Providence, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled “An act to amend the act, entitled 
‘An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States ;” and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and re- 
ported several amendments thereto; which were 
severally twice read, and agreed to by the House. 
Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be read a third time to-morrow. 
Mr. Sepewick, from the committee to whom 
was referred the Message from the PresipENT oF 
THE Unrrep Srares, of the 4th instant, enclosing 
a Letter from the Secretary of State relative to a 
Loan for the maintenance of the intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations, made a re- 
port ; which was read: Where upon, 
Resolved, That adequate provision be made by 
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ra for reimbursing, before the | year ——, any 
loan which may hereafter be made under the au- 
thority of the Presipent or tHE Unrrep States, 
in virtue of an act of the last session of ‘Congress, 
entitled “An act making further provision for the 
expenses attending the ‘intercourse of the United 
States with foreign nations ; and further to con- 
tinue in force the act, entitled ‘An act providing 
the means of intercourse between the United 
States and foreign nations.” 

Resolved, That, for the- purpose mentioned in 
the foregoing resolutions, the proceeds of the du- 
ties upon carriages for the conveyance of persons, 
on licenses for selling wines and foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors by retail, on snuff ‘and refined 
sugar, and on property sold at auction, imposed 
by. acts passed at the last session of Congress, and 
which may be further continued the present ses- 
sion, which are not already appropriated, be ap- 
propriated for the reimbursement, before the year 

, of any loan which may hereafter be made 
in virtue of the act aforesaid; and that the faith 
of Government be pledged to "make good any de- 
ficiency. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions ; and that Mr. Sepe- 
wick, Mr. Maptson, Mr. Batpwin, Mr. WiLLiam 
Smira, and Mr. Gites, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill to amend the act passed 
the 8th day of May, 1792, entitled “ An act mak- 
ing alterations in the Treasury and War Depart- 
ments,” in such manner as to give the Presipentr 
or THE Unirep Srares the same power of tem- 
porary appointments to the offices mentioned in the 
eighth section of the act aforesaid, in case of va- 

cancy, as by the same section is given to him in 
the cases of death, absence from the Seat of Go- 
vernment, and sickness: Provided, That no ap- 
pointment, made as aforesaid, shall be for a longer 
term than six months. 

And a committee was appointed of -Mr. Sepe- 
wick, Mr. Warts, and Mr. McDoweE t. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions, reported on the 4th instant, from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to whom was referred the 
report of the committee respecting the settlement 
of the accounts of the former Government, and 
the unpaid balances due thereon; and the said 
resolutions being amended, were agreed to by the 
House, as follows: 

1. Resolved, That further and more adequate 
provision should be made, by law, for the recove- 
ry of debts due from individuals to the United 
States. 

2. Resolved, That the Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury be authorized to issue a notification to any 
person who has received moneys for which he is 
accountable to the United States, or to the execu- 
tor or administrator of such person, if he be de- 
ceased, requiring him to render to the Auditor of 
the Treasury, in a reasonable time, not less than 
——, nor more than months, all his accounts 
and vouchers for the expenditure of the said mo- 
neys, comprehending a schedule of all claims of 
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credit, or, in default thereof, to remain charged 
with the moneys so advanced ; and suits shall be 
commenced for the same without further notice, 
and the party subjected to the costs and charges 
of such suits, whether the ultimate decision shall 
be in their favor or against them. 

3. Resolved, That the Marshals of the respect- 
ive Districts be authorized to serve the said noti- 
fications on the parties therein named, by leaving 
copies thereof at their respective dwellings or 
usual places of abode; and that the return of the 
notifications to the Comptroller’s Office, with the 
Marshal’s certificate thereon, that service has 
been made, be deemed legal evidence in the Dis- 
trict Courts of the proceedings, and for the reco- 
very of costs and charges. 

4. Resolved, That, in cases where accounts shall 
be rendered to the Auditor of the Treasury, within 
the time limited in the notifications to the Audi- 
tor, he shall immediately proceed to liquidate the 
credits to be passed for the said accounts, and re- 
pee the same to the Comptroller, with a particu- 
ar list of any claims for credit which shall have 
been disallowed by him. 

5. Resolved, That the Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury immediately proceed to the examination of 
the credits allowed by the Auditor, and, if the 
same be approved by him. that he cause credit 
therefor to be passed on the public books. 

6. Resolved, That a list of such credits as shall 
have been claimed and not admitted by the Comp- 
troller, be made out and transmitted to the Mar- 
shal of the District where the claimant resides, 
and that a copy thereof be left at the dwelling or 
last usual place of abode of such claimant, with 
notice of the time assigned by the Comptroller 
for the final hearing of the account; of which 
proceedings the Marshal to transmit an official re- 
turn to the Comptroller. 

7. Resolved, In case of an omission or neglect 
on the part of the claimant to assign reasons, in 
writing, to the Comptroller, within the time lim- 
ited, why the suspended credits should be admit- 
ted, all future claims therefor to be barred. 

8. Resolved, In case the claimant assign, in 
writing, his reason why the suspended credits 
should be admitted, the Comptroller to be directed 
to consider the same, and decide thereon, accord- 
ing to principles of equity and the usages of the 
Treasury Department. 

9. Resolved, In cases where the final decision of 
the Comptroller shall have been against the 
claimant, and where he shall have voluntarily, 
within months, submitted his claim to the 
equitable decision of the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
General, the said officers to be vested with autho- 
rity to hear the claimant and pronounce an award, 
which shall be final and conclusive to all con- 
cerned. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to said resolutions; and that Mr. Hearn, 
Mr. Lyman, Mr. Finn ey, Mr. Batpwin, and Mr. 
Harrison, do prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Sepewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to amend the act, entitled “ An 
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act making alterations in the Treasury and War 
Departments ;” which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Bovunpinort, from the committee appointed 
to examine and report on the state of the Mint, 
and what further measures are necessary to ren- 
der the institution more beneficial, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed to 
a Committee of the Whole House on Monday 
next. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate have passed the bill, enti- 
tled “ An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
‘An act for enrolling and licensing ships or ves- 
sels to be employed in the coasting trade and fish- 
eries, and for regulating the same,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

An engrossed bill to amend the act, entitled 
“ An act making alterations in the Treasury and 
War Departments,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of a 
plan for the reduction of the Public Debt; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee rose 
and reported progress. 





Tvuespay, February 10. 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An act 
to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to establish the 
Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States,” together with the amendments agreed to 
yesterday, was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. W. Smiru, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to amend an act “laying certain 
duties upon snuff and refined sugar ;” which was 
read twice and committed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act relative to the compensations to certain offi- 
cers employed in the collection of the duties of 
impost and tonnage,” with several amendments ; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act supplementary ‘o the act, entitled ‘ An 
act for sensing and licensing ships or vessels to 
be employed in the coasting trade and fisheries, 
and for regulating the same :” Whereupon, 

Ordered. That the said amendments be com- 
mitted to Mr. Goopnug, Mr. Gites, and Mt. W. 
SMrru. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of a plan 
for the reduction of the Public Debt; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported progress. 





Wepnespay, February 11. 


Mr. Hearn, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for the more effectual recovery of 
debts due from individuals to the United States ; 
which was read twice and committed. 
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The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
« An act relative to the compensations of certain 
officers employed in the collection of the duties of 
impost and tonnage ;” and, the same being read, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Sevewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for the reimbursement of a Loan 
authorized by an act of the last session of Con- 
gress; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. Goopuour, from the committee to whom 
were committed the amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act supplementa- 
ry to the act, entitled ‘An act for enrolling and 
licensing ships or vessels to be employed in the 
coasting trade and fisheries, and for regulating the 
same,” made a report; which was read: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That this House doth disagree to all 
the said amendments. 

Resolved, That a conference be desired with the 
Senate on the subject-matter of the said amend- 
ments; and that Mr. Goopuur, Mr. Gizes, and 
Mr. W. Smirn, be appointed managers at the said 
conference on the part of this House. 

Mr. Jeremian Smirnu, from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry owners 
of fishing vessels in the towns of Portland and 
Falmouth, in the State of Massachusetts, made a 
report ; which was read, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the report of a 
plan for the reduction of the Public Debt; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose and reported several resolutions to the House: 
where the same was twice read, amended, and 
agreed to, as follows: 

1. Resolved, That provision be made by law for 
the payment of interest on the principal of the 
unsubscribed Debt of the United States, (except 
Loan Office certificates, bearing interest on their 
nominal value,) at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum, for one year, ending the thirty-first day of 
December, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty: five. 

2. Resolved, That the arrears of interest on the 
unsubscribed Debt aforesaid, be calculated to the 
end of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five, and that the possessors thereof be en- 
titled to subscribe the same, on loan, to the United 
States, at an interest of three percent. per annum. 
That those who shall not so subscribe, shall receive, 
on the first day of January, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, one-tenth part of the said 
arrears to them respectively due. 

3. Resolved, That the holders of Loan Office 
certificates, which bear interest on their nominal 
value, be entitled to receive the specie value, to- 
gether with the interest thereon, at the Treasury 
of the United States, on demand ; but that no in- 
terest shall accrue on such certificates after the 
—— day of ‘ 

4, Resolved, That a Loan be opened at the Trea- 
sury of the United States to the amount of the 
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whole of the foreign Debt; and, that for every 
one hundred dollars of the said Debt subscribed 
thereto, the subscribers shall be entitled to an ad- 
dition of one-half of a per ceu.tum to the rate of 
interest to which such stock is now entitled, or to 
a sum equivalent in capital, bearing an interest of 
five per cent. per annum. gAnd that the perma- 
nent revenues of the UnitedStates be pledged for 
the payment of the interest quarter yearly, at the 
Treasury of the United States, till the reimburse- 
ment of the principal. 

5. Resolved, That the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund be empowered, with the approba- 
tion of the PresipenT or THE UNirep Srares, 
to provide, by new loans, or by the sale of certi- 
ficates of stock, bearing an interest of six per 
centum, for the reimbursement of any instalment 
or part of the present foreign Debt of the United 
States: Provided, That the principal and interest 
of such loan and certificates shall be payable at 
the Treasury of the United States, and the prin- 
cipal thereof redeemable at the Treasury of the 
United States ; and that such conversion of foreign 
into domestic Debt, shall not charge the United 
States with an interest of more than half a per 
cent. in addition to that payable on the Debt so 
converted. That the interest of the sum redeem- 
ed and paid thereof, and the permanent revenue 
of the United States, be pledged for the payment 
of the interest on the loans to be made on the 
stock to be created in virtue of the said powers. 

6. Resolved, That, in addition to the provisions 
heretofore made for reimbursing and redeeming 
the Debt of the United States, so much of the 
fourth section of the act, entitled “ An act making 
provision for the reduction of the Public Debt,” 
as makesa reservation out of the interest on the 
Debt purchased, be repealed; and, that in lieu 
thereof a sufficient. sum of the duties on impost 
and tonnage be appropriated for that purpose. 

7. Resolved, That so much of the revenue aris- 
ing from the duties on imports and tonnage, as, 
together with the other moneys now constituting 
the Sinking Fund, that shall accrue to it by virtue 
of the foregoing provisions, and the interest re- 
deemed, as shall be sufficient, be appropriated to- 
wards the payment of the sum which may of 
right be annually paid on account of the principal 
of such funded stock as, on the first day of Janua- 
ry, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, 
shall bear an interest of six per cent. per annum, 
excluding that to the credit of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, and that which shall stand 
to the credit of particular States. And that the 
same shall continue so appropriated until the 
whole of the said stock shall be redeemed; and, 
thenceforth, until the whole of the Debt of the 
United States, funded and unfunded, shall be dis- 
charged. 

8. Resolved, That the dividends in the stock 
(the property of the United States) in the Bank 
of the United States be appropriated to the same 
fund, reserving thereout, from time to time, so 
much as shall be necessary to discharge the inte- 
rest on what shall remain unpaid of the Loan 
made of the said Bank, pursuant to the eleventh 
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section of the act of incorporation, with so much 
of the duties on imports and tonnage as, together 
with those dividends, (after deducting what may 
be necessary to pay the interest,) shall be sufficient 
to pay off the instalments of the said Loan, as 
they shall hereafter, from year to year, become 
due ; and as, (the sald instalments being first paid, ) 
together with any &her moneys which. on the 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and two, may belong to the said fund, and not 
otherwise appropriated, shall be sufficient, from 
year to year, with the interest redeemed, to pay 
the sums which may of right be annually paid, on 
account of the principal of such funded stock as, 
at the end of the year one thousand eight hundred, 
shall begin to bear an interest of six per cent., ex- 
cluding that which may stand to the credit of the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, and that to 
the credit of individual States ; and continue so 
appropriated until the said last-mentioned stock. 
and the instalments of the Loan aforesaid, shail 
be redeemed and discharged, and the interest of 
the stock which shall be redeemed by virtue of 
the foregoing provisions continue to be appropri- 
ated to the said fund after the full redemption in 
such ease is completed, until the whole of the pre- 
sent Debt of the United States be redeemed by 
reimbursement, purchase, or otherwise. 

9. Resolved, That the moneys arising from the 
sales of the lands of the United States, and such 
as shall be received for debts due to the United 
States antecedent to the present Government, to- 
gether with the surplus of all current revenues 
which shall remain unappropriated at the end of 
any year, be carried to the credit of the same fund. 

10. Resolved, That, after the last day of De- 
cember next, all reimbursements of the capital of 
the Debt of the United States, (foreign or domes- 
tic,) and of the reimbursement of the Loan had of 
the Bank of the United States, be made under the 
superintendence of the Commissioners of the Sink- 
ing Fund ; and that they be empowered, with the 
approbation of the Presipenr or THE Unirep 
Srares, as the instalments of principal become 
due, to borrow the sums necessary to pay such in- 
stalment: Provided, That every such Loan shall 
be redeemable at the pleasure of the United States, 
and the rate of mterest shall not exceed six per 
centum per annum, and be chargeable— 

First. Upon the interest of the instalment which 
shall be reimbursed ; 

Secondly. Upon the revenue of impost and ton- 
nage, for making good any deficiency. 

But the interest on the six per cent. stock re- 
deemed shall not be included. 

11. Resolved. That the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund be authorized, with the approbation 
of the Presipent, to borrow, from time to time, 
such sums, in anticipation of the revenue appro- 
priated, as may be necessary for the payment of 
the interest on the Public Debt, not exceeding one 
million in any year, and reimbursable within a 
year from the time of each Loan; and that the 
interest on such Loan be defrayed out of the per- 
manent revenue, and shall not exceed six per 
centum per annum. 
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12. Resolved, That all sums remaining unex- 
pended, after the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-five, upon any appropriation for 
more than two years, after the end of the year for 
which such appropriation may be made, shall be 
carried to a separate account, to be kept at the 
Treasury ; and that a statement of all appropria- 
tions shall be reported to the Legislature within 
thirty days after their first meeting in every year. 

13. Resolved, That all priorities established by 
appropriations for the Funded Debt shall, after the 
last day of December, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-six, cease with respect to all the credit- 
ors of the United States, who shall not. before the 
said last day of December, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-six, signify their dissent thereto 
to the Comptroller of the Treasury ; and that, after 
that period, the revenue charged with such appro- 
priations shall constitute a common fund, charge- 
able with the same debts indiscriminately, except- 
ing only as it.may respect such of the creditors as 
may signify their dissent thereto, in manner afore- 
said. 

14, Resolved, That all Loan Office certificates, 
final settlements, or indents of interest, now in the 
hands of any person or persons, shall, on or before 
the day of , be exhibited at the Treasu- 
ry, where the holders or possessors shall be enti- 
tled to receive other certificates of equivalent te- 
nor, in lieu thereof; and if any person shall neglect 
to exhibit such Loan Office certificates, final set- 
tlements, or indents of interest, and to get the same 
exchanged, he or they shall be forever barred from 
any payment or acknowledgment for such Loan 
Office certificate, final settlement, or indent of in- 
terest. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolutions; and that Mr. Wi:- 
LiAM Smiru, Mr. Ames, Mr. Frrasimons, Mr. 
Dvuva.t, and Mr. Nicno.as, do prepare and bring 
in the same. 

Mr. Dayton, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill for continuing and regulating the 
Military Establishment of the United States, and 
for repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on that 
subject ; which was read twice, and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the reimburse- 
ment of a Loan authorized by the act of the last 
session of Congress; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose, and reported the bill 
without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 


TAX ON CARRIAGES. 


It was moved by Mr. Bearry, that a commit- 
tee should be appointed to report whether any. 
and what, alterations are necessary in the act for 
laying a tax on carriages for pleasure, and to re- 
port a bill, with such alterations as may be neces- 
sary in the same. Agreed to. 

On this occasion, Mr. Brarrry observed, that he 
had, some few days ago, when the resolution for 
extending the time of limitation to certain excise 
acts passed, last session, was under consideration. 
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contradicted what fell from his colleague, [Mr. 
Boupinot,] that the law “laying duties upon car- 

riages” was popular in the State of New Jersey. 

It was (said Mr. B.) the very reverse of that, and, 

of consequence, he could, by no means, assent to 

the prolongation of that act to the year 1801. 

The House having, however, agreed to the exten- 

sion of this act to a distant period, he now thought 

it was a duty he owed to his constituents to bring 

forward a proposition for the revision of that law. 

This he was now desirous of submitting, and he 

repeated that the act in question was generally 

disliked by the citizens of the State from whence 

he came ; and, in some parts, it was so obnoxious, 

that, were it not for the patriotism and love of 
order which his constituents had at all times ma- 

nifested in their conduct, he would not have been 

answerable that the duties arising under that law 

could have been collected. He was ready, how- 
ever, to admit, that ¢reat part of the dissatisfac- 
tion had arisen from the injudicious mode of exe- 
cution adopted by the Supervisor, who had, per- 
haps, discovered more zeal than understanding in 
the construction of this law. 

Mr. B. had no great objection to the principle 
of the law, but he thought it was defective in two 
points, and was susceptible of amendment, so as 
to render it more agreeable to his constituents. 
The enacting clause is not suflicient!y minute in 
the description of the carriages subject to taxation, 
and, in some instances, the terms used were of an 
equivocal nature. To prove the first, he need 
only mention that, notwithstanding the protection 
afforded by the proviso, in the first section, to car- 
riages for “domestic purposes,” yet the market 
wagons of New Jersey had pretty generally been 
subjected to the duty ; and, as an instance of the 
second, he said that the term “coachee,” used in 
the law, appears to have no appropriate meaning. 
Before the passing of this law, he had reason to 
believe that three-fourths of the carriages in use 
in this city were of this description; and now, it 
seems, by some new definition of the law, that not 
one in four are of that species of carriage, but are 
returned to the Collector and pay a tax only of 
two dollars, on the same scale with the market 
wagons of New Jersey. But the law (Mr. B. ob- 
served) was materially defective in another point. 
In cases of doubt, what carriages are within the 
exempting description there is no summary mode 
of determining—what carriages are “ mannii” and 
“chiefly” “ employed in husbandry,” but every dis- 

uted case must be the subject of a suit in all the 
egal forms. This was highly objectionable, both 
on the grounds of delay and expense, and had no 
doubt occasioned the payment of the tax, in a va- 
riety of instances, where the parties were conscious 
they were within the exempting clause, but had 
preferred to pay the two dollars rather than to con- 
tend with the Collector in a suit at law. He 
hoped, therefore, the House would readily agree 
to remedy these defects, and would appoint a com- 
mittee for that purpose. 

And a committee was appointed of Mr. Bearry, 
Mr. New, and Mr. Hitiuovse. 

And the House adjourned. 
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Tuurspay, February 12. 


An engrossed bill for the reimbursement of a 
Loan authorized by an act of the last session of 
Congress was read the third time, and passed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the Committee 
to whom were referred the laws of the Territory 
of the United States Northwest of the river Ohio, 
passed the first day of August, 1792; and, after 
some time spent therein, the Committee rose and 
reported a resolution thers tpon ; which was twice 
read, amended, and agreed to by the House, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That all the laws passed by the Se- 
cretary and Judges of the Territory of the United 
States Northwest of the river Ohio, on the first 
day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two, be disapproved, excepting a law, en- 
titled “ An act to repeal certain parts of an act. 
entitled ‘ An uct creating the office of Clerk of the 
Legislature.” 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution ; and that Mr. Finp- 
Ley, Mr. Greenup, Mr. Hunter, Mr. McDoweE Lt, 
and Mr. Corr, do prepare and bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act concerning invalids,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 


The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the bill to provide for organizing, arm- 
ing, and disciplining the Militia of the United 
States. 

The first clause of the bill was in these words: 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That, from and after the passing of this act, 
the Militia of the United States shall be composed of 
all able-bodied white male citizens, of the respective 
States, resident therein, who shall, respectively, be of 
the age of twenty years, and under the age of forty 
years ; that the said Militia shall be divided into two 
classes—the first class to be denominated the select 
corps of the Militia of the United States. The select 
corps of the Militia of the United States shall be com- 
posed of all able-bodied white male citizens, respective- 
ly, who shall be of the age of twenty years, and under 
the age of twenty-five years. The reserved corps shall 
be composed of all able-bodied white male citizens, re- 
spectively, who shall be of the age of twenty-five years, 
and under the age of forty years: Provided, That, in 
the choice of officers, either in the select corps, or re- 
served corps, no respect shall be had to the limitations 
of age aforesaid ; the foregoing regulations to be subject, 
however, to the exemptions hereafter specified.” 

It was moved to strike out this clause. 

Mr. S. Smiru did not know the state of the 
Eastern militia, but that of the Southern States 
was totally useless for the professed purposes of 
the institution. The officers durst not, for a con- 
siderable time, have marched them against an 
enemy, during the late insurrection, if it had not 
been for a general idea that there would be no re- 
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sistance. But this extreme deficiency had made 
several gentlemen turn their thoughts to that point, 
and to reflect on the absolute necessity for a pro- 
per militia. By the present law, you will have 
an hundred thousand young men, with arms in 
their hands, and knowing how to make use of 
them. They will, by rules laid down in this act, 
learn not only their exercise, but the essential 
duty of taking care of themselves, of cooking, 
and of lodging themselves. From the want of 
this knowledge, the militia, in the Revolution- 
ary war, sufiered much, and carried home from 
the camp contagious diseases that swept off 
whole families. hat would be the behaviour of 
Britain, if she knew that you had an hundred 
thousand young men, well armed? She would 
not stop your ships on the seas, when there was 
not some real occasion, if she knew that the States 
to the east of the Hudson could instantly march 
thirty thousand men into Canada. Spain, on the 
Southwestern frontier, would be equally cautious, 
for fear of the militia of Kentucky and the South- 
ern States. There would be no need of ever pull- 
ing a trigger. The Ministers of foreign Powers 
would inform their Governments of your internal 
strength, and they would be sufficiently careful. 
Everybody will tell you that the present time for 
keeping the militia embodied is too short. In- 
stead of four days, Mr. S. supposed they would 
recommend eight. But this also was only trifling. 
At present, the day of exercise concluded with 
horse-racing, cock-fighting, and wrestling. Since 
the end of the late war, he always had in his head 
a plan of a militia, on something of that kind that 
is now before the Committee. In the war, he had 
seen much of them, and they were always very de- 
fective. He had formerly seen the Eastern militia. 
They were not good soldiers, though they were ex- 
cellent materials for making them out of. He was 
particularly jnterested that this resolution should 
pass. The Government must either have a good 
militia or a standing army ; for, the present militia, 
at least in the Southern States, do not deserve 
that name; and a militia was more agreeable to 
Republican principles. He endeavored to prove 
that the resolution was economical. 

Mr. Sepewick observed, that two systems pre- 
sented themselves to the consideration of the Com- 
mittee. The first, that of compelling every citi- 
zen, capable of performing the duties of a soldier, 
to arm himself, or to receive arms, to be in readi- 
ness to be called forth in defence of his country. 
The other, that of selecting a part of those capa- 
ble of performing military duties, and to have 
them educated and disciplined in such manner 
that they should be first called forth, and, in some 
degree, prepared to act as soldiers. He had the 
honor to be one of the committee which had re- 
ported the bill. He did not intend to pledge him- 
self, at present, to vote either for or against the 
principle of forming a select corps. But he would 
take the liberty of stating to the Committee a few 
ideas, which ought to be taken into consideration 
to form an estimate of the merits of the proposed 
system. There were (he said) no accurate data 
from which the expense of the proposed system 
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could with accuracy be computed. He was, how- 
ever, induced to believe the proposed select corp, 
would amount to 120,000. ntlemen who know 
better than himself had informed him that their 
arms and accoutrements would amount to ten dol- 
lars, per man, making - - - $1,200,000 
Their clothes to twelve dollars perman = 1,440,000) 
The rations, excluding all except the 

time while in service in the field, 

would amount to 2,400,000, which, 


at ten cents per ration, would be - = 240,00) 
Add for extra expenses of cavalry, 
tents, &e.  - . - - 30,000 


The value of the time was not, indeed, 
to be paid out of the Treasury, but 
it was a loss to the productiveness 
of the public, and not less than four 
dollars for each man - - 480,000 


Total - - - - $3,390,000 











He would admit that the public faculties were 
equal to such an exertion; but whether the util- 
ity of the system would compensate for the bur- 
den to be endured, was for the Committee to de- 
termine. That the estimate did not exceed the 
truth, experience, if it should ever be had, he be- 
lieved, would verify. To put this system in opera- 
tion would then, the first year, be equal to a con- 
tribution of $3,390,000. This, it ought, however. 
to be observed, would not be the annual expense. 
for the value of the arms and clothing which might 
be returned, after deducting the wear and tear. 
ought to pass to the creditor side of the expendi- 
ture. There were some other circumstances whic! 
would result from this system, which had occurred 
to his mind as necessary to be considered: the 
loss which the community would sustain, by inter- 
rupting, annually, for so considerable a portion of 
time, in the most profitable and productive period 
of life, all the necessary and useful occupations o! 
labor, would produce effects worthy the mature 
reflection of the Committee. In Sparta, the only 
country where an attempt had been effectually 
made to create a whole community of soldiers, the 
existence of slavery rendered labor disgraceful to 
citizens. They were, of course, very unlike the 
yeomanry of America, whose labor is equally re- 
quired to continue their virtuous habits and to 
promote the happiness of our country. He would 
not declare that the alteration might not be bene- 
ficial, but he had no hesitation in pronouncing that 
it would produce a new state of society. Another 
consideration he would suggest to the deliberation 
of the Committee. It was, he believed, impossible 
to calculate what effect on the simplicity and so- 
briety of the morals of the rising generation might 
be produced, by congregating, in large numbers. 
youth without experience, unrestrained by that 
control to which it had been habituated. 

Mr. Lyman vindicated the military character 
of the militia of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Hittuouse feared the worst consequences 
from calling out an hundred thousand young men. 
Some of them would be journeymen; others newly 
married. They would be forced to leave their 
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employment, and lose their customers, who, in 
their absence, would employ others. The militia 
had been very useful in the last war. They took 
Burgoyne. Mr. H. was satisfied that if any other 
Power attacked America with regular forces, it 
would be found requisite to defend her with the 
same. No militia could supply the place of regu- 
lars, when attacked by troops of that kind. The 
present law would have a very bad effect on the 
morals of youth. It would be wrong to have an 
army all of young men, from the age of twenty to 
twenty-five. It would be better to have some old 
men among them. 

Mr. Pace feared that the expense would be 
enormous, and that it would be difficult to teacha 
militia the military discipline very exactly; but, 
if once they came in sight of an enemy, and in 
actual service, they would soon learn. 

Mr. Irvine said, that in his part of the country, 
besides the four days of mustering, there were 
usually two or three days of preparing, as the 
sweethearts of the young men usually attended. 
He knew that the gentleman who ipcbe last had 
been in the service, but he could not guess where 
hehad picked up the information that eight or ten 
hours in the neighborhood of an enemy’s camp 
would make a manasoldier. If something is not 
speedily done, we shall be in the same situation as 
in 1794, when the country depended entirely for 
discipline en the British officers who had retired 
from service, and on the sergeants among British 
deserters. He was in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. WapswortnH had been one of the select 
committee on this bill, and it might therefore be 
expected that he should have something to say 
about it. He hoped that the section would not 
be stricken out because it is not perfect. Though 
one of the committee, he did not like the whole 
of the system reported. But, sir, said Mr. W., 
there never was a bill reported to this House 
which was so perfect as not to require modifica- 
tion. If the question before the Committee were, 
whether this report shall all go into a law, I would 
vote against it; but I believe the principle con- 
tained in the section to be absolutely necessary 
for the having such a militia as may be useful to 
correct any sudden insurrection or any foreign 
enemy. Much has been said of the late expedition 
against the Western insurgents; but was this the 
militia of the law? No, sir. In every State but 
one, from which they were drawn, it was not the 
militia of the law, drawn out by the militia law. 
It was a volunteer militia, influenced by their feel- 
ings, or by private bounties, in favor of Govern- 
ment. Mr. W. here asked, what a Government 
has to boast of with such a militia? Is it safe for 
any Government to rely on private, individual 
influence, to protect it against its enemies, whether 
foreign or domestic? No; it is dangerous. The 
same influence may be turned against the Go- 
vernment. If the present loose militia law has 
(and Mr. W. said that he knew it had) produced 
in Massachusetts a good militia, it has not done 
so here; nor, indeed, in any but a very small part 
of the United States. If the clause be struck out, 
wegive over every hope of mending our militialaw: 
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and we must remain as we are, in a loose, de- 
ranged, uncertain situation. Mr. W. did not, b 
any means, approve the modifications of this bill. 
He did not wish for half, nor even a third part of 
the numbers which this bill would place in the 
select corps. The active militia in the late expe- 
dition might be boasted of, and have great merit, 
but they were not brought into the field by the 
law, but were the militia mostly of volunteers, or 
of private influence. The Government has great 
obligations to them, but the militia law, as it now 
is, would not produce an Army ; and, if it remains 
so, the Government can hope but little from it, 
but, in ary extremity, must depend on a militia 
of private influence. Mr. W. wished that the 
clause might stand, and, as in all othér bills re- 
ported to this Committee, that such amendments 
might be made as to put the Government in pos- 
session of a force which can be relied on, and 
not to remain dependent on a force of individual 
influence. 

Mr. Tracy was against striking out the clause. 
He imagined that it would be giving up all pre- 
tence to a reformation, which was much wanted. 

Mr. Hearn was satisfied, that we had as much 
need of a new militia as we formerly had of a 
new Constitution, instead of the old rope of sand, 
a Confederation. He had seen militia going out 
to exercise, both officers and men, in a most care- 
less and indifferent manner. with sticks, canes, 
and whips, and not one firelock among four of 
them. Was this the way to get a militia? Was 
this the sort of thing that the Continent, in an 
hour of foreign or domestic danger, was to look up 
to? The clause may require to be modified, but 
it ought most certainly to be kept in. The great- 
est losses in the last war came from want of train- 
ing the militia properly. 

Mr. Gites also was against the striking out. He 
hoped that gentlemen would let it go, and the bill 
have an experiment. He had not experience in 
the militia, but he had experience in committees, 
on the subject, for he had been on them for three 
or four years past. 

Mr. Swirr urged several objections to a select 
corps. He was entirely opposed to the report. 

Mr. S. Surru had formerly spoken of the militia 
of Maryland, whom he commanded in the late ex- 
pedition, and he believed that those of Virginia 
were nothing better, if not rather worse. He men- 
tioned an advice given by somebody, of not going 
near the water till you have learned to swim. 
The Virginia officers treated their soldiers pretty 
severely, for they very soon began to tie them up 
and give them an hundred lashes. He then at- 
tacked Mr. Sepewick, upon his calculations as 
to the expense of an hundred thousand militia. 
The arms would cost nothing, for you have them 
already, in the repositories of the United States. 
Here were a million of dollars struck from the ac- 
count. The tents that we have, will do. without 
new ones. As to camp equipage, such as kettles, 
tins, and so forth, one half of these expenses of the 
late expedition might have been saved, if these 
things had been in proper readiness ; and if the law 
now proposed had then existed, this sum would 
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have been saved. He noticed that many people; | mittee against the whole scheme. He complained 


since returning from the Westward, had died of 
diseases contracted in the expedition, and which 
arose from ignorance how to take care of them- 
selves. As to the coat, said Mr. &., sir, 1 voted 
against the coat, in the select committee, and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts voted for it; and 
now again he objects to it. The rations came 
next. They were guessed, and he believed with 
some accuracy, at two hundred thousand dollars 

erannum. And isa good, effective militia, of an 

undred thousand young men, worth less than two 
hundred thousand dollars a year? Mr. S. said, 
that he would be greatly hurt at going out again, 
if it so happened, at the head of such a militia 
as the present. As to the scruples about bringing 
sO Many young men together, Mr. 8. regarded this 
as the best time of life to do so. The whole was 
only twenty days in the year, for five years, and 
surely a man will not grudge an hundred days of 
a whole life-time, that are spent in learning to de- 
fend so admirable a Government. He thought 
that it would be well to employ the old officers of 
the Revolutionary war, as long as you have them, 
in training this select corps. They are dropping fast 
off, and then you must import drill-sergeants from 
other countries. Alluding to the remarks on ex- 
pense, by Mr. Sepewick, he said, that it was be- 
coming the practice for gentlemen in that House 
to bring in a set of desultory observations, and 
then deduce unfair conclusions. He well remem- 
bered when, in last session, a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia proposed a set of resolutions, that have since 
been called Mapison’s resolutions. Mr. S. was 
opposed to them. But it was said, that they 
would involve America in a war with Britain. 
This story answered its purpose both without and 
within doors, but Mr. S., who was against the re- 
solutions, had always considered this part of the 
objections to them as the most ridiculous thing 
imaginable. Mr. Hittyouse had regretted that 
old men were not to be admitted into the select 
corps, for the sake of preserving the morality of 
the younger classes. I would - that gentleman, 
said Mr.S., whether he is more moral than he was 
twenty-five years ago? It is the old that corrupt 
the young. [This observation produced a general 
smile.] Mr. S. would have no scruple of trust- 
ing his own son insuchacorps. He noticed that 
the English militia, whom he had seen before the 
war, were as well disciplined, in his opinion, as the 
regulars; but then they were just as much at the 
beck of the Crown as the regulars. 

Mr. Hitiuovse vindicated his objections to the 
select corps being composed of men from twenty 
to twenty-five years of age. He did not like to cut 
down the old tree, till he knew whether the young 
one would grow. What if the young tree should 
not grow, and we had cut down the old one? We 
should then be much worse off than we are now, 
because we should have nothing at all, and the 
present militia were at least much better than 
nothing. 

Mr. bosesten rose to explain, relative to his 
voting in the select committee for coats to the 
select corps, and then arguing in the present Com- 
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that Mr. S. Smrru had spoken asif in anger. He, 
for his own part, never wished to point out the 
inconsistencies of entlemen. Since he was now 
so hardly pressed, he would ask the member [ Mr, 
Smiru] how it happened, that, when stating the 
expenses and resources of the Union, a few days 
ago, he had omitted eight hundred thousand dol- 
lars a year, that must be paid on different Loans? 
Mr. 8. read the particulars from a memorandum 
before him, and insisted that the gentleman ought 
not to bring forward, at this time, what had passed 
in a select committee. 

Mr. Gixes and Mr. 8. Sarva both rose together, 
The former declared that the gentleman was cer- 
tainly out of order. The latter asked him, whe- 
ther this affair of the eight hundred thousand dol- 
lars had any reference to the resolution before the 
Committee ? 

It was now generally requested that the Com- 
mittee might rise. It was granted, and the Chair- 
man asked leave to sit again. 





Fripay, February 13. 


A memorial of Amelie, Adelaide, Melanie, and 
Silvie de Grasse, four daughters of the late Count 
de Grasse, now residing at Salem, in the State of 
Massachusetts, was presented to the House and 
read, praying a loan of money for their present 
subsistence; the effects which they brought from 
France being exhausted, and aa no other 
means of support, but in property in the Island ot 
St. Domingo, from which, under present circum- 
stances, no supplies can be drawn. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Ames, Mr. Mapison, and Mr. Gitman, with 
instruction to examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Ordered, That the petition of Isaiah Thomas, 
returned on the fifth ultimo, by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, be referred to Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Warts, and Mr. Kirrera; that they do examine 
the matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senate to the bill, enti- 
tled “ An act supplementary to the act concerning 
invalids ;” and, the same being read, was agreed to. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House went into a Committee of the Whole 
on the bill for continuing and regulating the Mili- 
tary Establishment of the United States, and for 
repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on that 
subject. 

In reading the several clauses of the bill, vari- 
ous objections were made. 

The following is a copy of the third section: 

“ And be it further enacted, That the Legion of the 
United States be also completed to the number of four 
thousand eight hundred non-commissioned officers, 
privates and musicians, by voluntary enlistments tor 
the term of three years, and that the sub-Legions coim- 
posing the same be organized in such a manner as the 
President of the United States shall direct.” 
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An amendment was moved by Mr. Mapison> 
which was, that the troops should only be em- 
ployed for the protection of the frontier. 

Mr. GILEs was against intrusting the Prest- 
pENT with any discretionary power as to where 
the troops were to be employed. 

Mr. Firzsimons said, that he had enjoyed the 
honor of a seat in that House ever since the be- 
ginning of the Government. He had noticed with 
attention the progress of the standing army, and 
he had seen that many members, who from 
the first had been against it, were, from experience 
of its necessity, now for it. 

Mr. Wapsworrtu did not know a county in New 
England which could not destroy the little stand- 
ing army of America in an hour. He had at first 
been the only man for regular troops, and now 
entlemen who had been against this army were 
for it. There is a good militia in Massachusetts, 
but some time ago there passed a milk-and- 
water law in Congress, with hardly a New Eng- 
land vote to it, and since that time there have been 
no hopes of a good militia. As to the present 
amendment, it had been inserted in former laws, 
and never had hindered the regulars from march- 
ing any where that was thought proper. The 
amendment had done no good before, and he had 
no hopes of its doing any now. He was sorry for 
this little standing army, for it never comes be- 
fore the House without meeting a rub. It has 
more to fear from its friends than from its enemies. 
Some people pretend to be jealous of the New 
England members, as attached to a standing army. 
The reason why they are so is, that they despair 
of ever seeing a militia, that will be worth one 
farthing. It had been said by Mr. Guves, that a 
party in the House wanted to employ the army as 
an instrument for executing the laws. If by this 
was meant preventing the whites from encroach- 
ing upon the Indians, and for suppressing insur- 
rections, he hoped it would always be so; but, if 
this meant that the standing army should assist in 
the ordinary execution of the law, he hoped that 
it would not be needful, and that they would not 
do it. He would not say again, what he had said 
yesterday, as to the militia, but only this, that a 
militia raised by individual influence was more 
formidable to the United States than a standing 
army ever could be. He thanked God that the 
Government of the country was not left entirely 
to the House of Representatives, for he believed 
that they would make most wretched work of it. 
There were other branches likewise. As to weak- 
ening the army for fear that it should enslave us, 
he thought it like a man blunting the edge of his 
axe, for fear that he should cut his foot with it. 

On dividing on this amendment, there were 
only twenty-six yeas. 

Mr. Gites then moved, as an amendment, at 
the end of the third section, that “ no enlistment 
shall be made after three years from the time of 
passing this bili.” 

Mr. Hitiwouse could see no harm in this mo- 
tion of Mr. Gites. It was agreed to. 

The Committee rose. The bill, with the 
amendments, was reported to the House. 


A motion was then made and seconded, further 
to amend the said bill, by striking out of the 15th 
section, the words “and that it shall also be law- 
ful for him,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
words “that the legion shall be reduced to the 
number of two thousand five hundred men, arid 
the proportioned number of officers, whenever 
there shall be a peace with the Indian tribes; and 
that it shall be lawful for the PRESIDENT OF THE 
Unrrep Srates:” And it passed in the nega- 
tive—yeas 25, nays 58, as follows: 

Yras.—Theodorus Bailey, Thomas Blount, Thomas 
P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, William J. 
Dawson, Henry Dearborn, William B. Giles, William 
B. Grove, George Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, Aaron 
Kitchell, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Anthony 
New, John Nicholas, John Page, John Smilie, Israel 
Smith, Thomas Tredwell, Abraham Venable, and 
Paine Wingate. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Lemuel Benton, 
Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, Jonathan Dayton, George Dent, 
Gabriel Duvall, Benjamin Edwards, William Findley, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Henry Glenn, Ben- 
jamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, Robert 
Goodloe Harper, Thomas Hartley, John Heath, James 
Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John 
Hunter, William Irvine, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa 
Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis Malbone, Alex- 
ander Mebane, William Montgomery, Andrew Moore, 
William Vans Murray, Joseph Neville, Nathaniel Niles, 
Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Francis Preston, 
Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, 
George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, 
John E. Van Allen, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peter Van 
Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
John Watts, Benjamin Williams, Richard Winn, and 
Joseph Winston. 


Another motion was then made further toamend 
the said bill, by adding to the end of the first sec- 
tion the following words: “for the protection and 
security of the United States against foreign in- 
vasion, and against the Indian tribes:” And it 
1, in the negative—yeas 36, nays 44, as fol- 

OWs: 

Yeas.—Theodorus Bailey, Lemuel Benton, Thomas 
Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Thomas Claiborne, Isaac 
Coles, Henry Dearborn, Gabriel Duvall, Benjamin Ed- 
wards, William Findley, Nicholas Gilman, Christopher 
Greenup, William Barry Grove, Carter B. Harrison, 
John Heath, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Na- 
thaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, 
Alexander Mebane, Andrew Moore, Anthony New, 
John Nicholas, Nathaniel Niles, John Page, Francis 
Preston, John 8. Sherburne, John Smilie, Israel Smith, 
Thomas Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham 
Venable, Francis Walker, Benjamin Williams, and 
Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, Elias Boudinot, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg 
Coffin, Joshua Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan 
Dayton, Samuel Dexter, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight 
Foster, Henry Glenn, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, 
Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
Samuel Holten, John Hunter, William Irvine, John 
Wilkes Kittera, Amasa Learned, Francis Malbone, 
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William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, Joseph 
Neville, Alexander D. Orr, Andrew Pickens, Thomas 
Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, Samuel Smith, William 
Smith, Thomas Sprigg, &ephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
eee Wadsworth, Paine Wingate, and Richard 
inn. 


Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments agreed to, be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 





Sarurpay, February 14. 


An engrossed bill for continuing and regulating 
the Military Establishment of the United States, 
and for repealing sundry acts heretofore passed on 
that subject, was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Wixtiam Samira, from the committe ap- 
pointed, presented a bill making further provision 
for the support of Public Credit, and for the re- 
duction of the Public Debt; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom was referred the petition of William Sey- 
mour, made a report; which was read. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That William Seymour be placed on 
the list of invalid pensioners, as being entitled to 
the half-pay of a Captain, in lieu of his present 
pension, to commence on the 5th day of March 
next, to be paid in the same manner, and at the 
same times, that invalid pensioners are now paid. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that the Commit- 
tee of Claims do prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Boupinor, from the committee to whom 
was referred the report of the Attorney General 
of such tables of fees and regulations as are pro- 
per to be established for the Courts of the United 
States, made a report; which was read. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the table of fees reported by the 
Attorney General be printed for the use of the 
members; and the consideration thereof be refer- 
red to the next Congress. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill to continue the act, entitled “ An 
act to ascertain the fees in Admiralty proceedings 
in the District Courts of the United States, and 
for other purposes.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Boupinot, Mr. Kirrera, 
and Mr. SHERBURNE, be a committee pursuant to 
the last session. 

Mr. Corr, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a joint resolution, respecting certain laws 
of the Territory of the United States Northwest 
of the River Ohio, passed the first day of August, 
1792; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Dayton, from the Committee of Elections, 
to whom were referred the credentials of Aaron 
Kitchell, and of Robert Goodloe Harper, returned 
to serve as members of this House in the room 
of Abraham Clark and Alexander Gillon, made 
a report, as follows : 


“That it appears, from a certificate signed by the 
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Governor of the State of New Jersey, and under the 
seal of the said State, that Aaron Kitchell was duly 
elected to serve in the House of Representatives of the 
United States, in the room of Abraham Clark, deceased. 
That it also appears, from a certificate signed by the 
Governor of the State of South Carolina, with the seal of 
the said State annexed, that Robert Goodloe Harper was 
duly elected to serve in the House of Representatives of 
the United States, in the room of Alexander Gillon, de- 
ceased. 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of the committee, That 
Aaron Kitchell is entitled to a seat in this House, as 
one of the Representatives for the State of New Jersey, 
in room of Abraham Clark, deceased. 

“ Resolved, as the opinion of the committee, That 
Robert Goodloe Harper is entitled to seatin the House, 
as one of the Representatives for the State of South 
Carolina, in the room of Alexander Gillon, deceased.” 


The report was twice read, and agreed to. 


DEBTS DUE THE GOVERNMENT. 


The House, on motion of Mr. Heatru, went into 
a Committee, on the bill for the more effectual re- 
covery of debts due from individuals to the United 
States. 

The first section, which produced a debate of 
some length, was in these words: 


“Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 


Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Comptroller of the Trea- 
sury be, and is hereby authorized to issue a notification 
to any person, who has received moneys, for which he 
is accountable to the United States, or to the executor 
or administrator of such person, if he be deceased, re- 
quiring him to render to the Auditor of the Treasury, 
within ————————_ months, all his accounts and 
vouchers for the expenditure of the said moneys, 
comprehending a schedule of all claims of credit, or in 
default thereof, to remain charged with the moneys so 
advanced ; and suits shall be commenced for the same, 
without further notice: And the party sued as afore- 
said, shall be subject to the costs and charges of such 
suits, whether the ultimate decision shall be in their 
favor or against them.” 


It was moved to strike out the last sentence, and 
to insert in lieu thereof an amendment, signifying 
that the defendant shall not recover costs. 

Mr. Bouprnor stated the very great difficulty 
of getting a settlement at the ‘Treeitey of the 
United States, on which account he himself had 
been put to the utmost difficulties, as well as many 
other persons with whom he was acquainted. 
This clause required that all vouchers should be 
lodged at the Treasury. Mr. B. had known vouch- 
ers lodged at the Treasury. The persons again 
called for them, with the official receipts, but in 
the course of years could not get them back again. 
It was on this account entirely tyrannical to at- 
tempt tomake people lodge vouchers in such a place, 
where, by the loss of the papers, or their being 
mislaid, the parties concerned might be reduced 
to utter ruin. He was equally averse to the 
making of a new law for debtors of the State. 
This objection referred to the concluding clause 
of the section. 

Mr. Hitiwouse vindicated the character of the 
officers of the Treasury. 
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Mr. Boupinor explained that his complaints 
went only to blame the management under the 
old Constitution, but things had been left then in 
a state of inextricable confusion. 

Mr. Wapswortu would not oppose the bill al- 
together, because he was very willing that public 
money should be. if possible, recovered, but he 
could see no occasion for new and arbitrary laws, 
to recover it. He believed that out of every 
twenty debtors found in the books of the Trea- 
sury, not five would be found to owe a farthing. 
He knew many persons who had received dis- 
charges in full at the Treasury, and who, as he 
had no doubt, were still standing charged with 
large sumsin the books He considered the clause 
to be a clause of tyranny and violence. He en- 
tered into a detail of the frauds committed on the 
creditors of the public during the war, from the 
villany of agents and speculators, who crowed over 
Congress itself. At the Treasury, clerks were 
changing every day, and sucha scene of book-keep- 
ing was exhibited there, as never had been seen 
any where else. Officers had come to this city 
with claims consisting of but a single line, and 
had to wait a long time, and borrow money to 
support themselves, and could not get the plainest 
account settled. Many honest men had been 
forced to settle in such a way, that they were re- 
duced to beggary and sent to jail; and, from par- 
ticular circumstances, the most honest men fared 
worst. He hadseen all these things. He had felt 
them. He had paid, very fully, for this part of 
his knowledge. He mentioned a person who 
was sent from this city to New Hampshire to 
et fifty thousand dollars that were due to 

im. When he went there, he was told that 
there was nothing in the Treasury. He came 
back to Philadelphia, and, at the end of two 
years, he was forced to accept of depreciated 
paper, and the payment was stated to the public 
as made in specie. Mr. W. could not help pro- 
testing against this clause, when he knew of so 
many people who had been ruined by their con- 
nexions with the Treasury. He had escaped ruin, 
but others were not so lucky. 

Mr. Hittuouse did not approve the manner in 
which the gentleman last up spoke of the Trea- 
sury, nor of the hardships said to be imposed by 
this law. 

Mr. Hearn had the highest respect for the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, and wondered how he 
could think it possible that an act of tyranny 
could pass under the present mild Government, 
which was the admiration of the world. His 
facts were specious, but fallacivus, being drawn 
from the disastrous period of the war. 

Mr. Wapsworru replied, that he did not, in- 
deed, expect to have heard of an act of tyranny 
under this Government, but an act of tyrann 
this clause most certainly was, and unfit for sue 
a Government, and till it had passed into a law, 
he should continue to call it tyrannical. When 
passed, he would no doubt submit to it, but his 
inward opinion would still be the same, and 
his heart would continue to feel it as oppression. 
If I thought (said Mr. W.) that, by standing here, 
3d Con.—40 
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and speaking on till the fourth day of March, I 
could prevent this clause from passing, and that I 
should not fall down with fatigue, 1 deelare that 
I would rather speak on, than consent to the pass- 
ing of the, bill, as it now stands. The gentleman 
from Virginia says, that my facts are specious and 
fallacious. Facts, however, they are, and if they 
must go out to the world, rather than they should 
go out as specious and fallacious, I will, myself, 
take the trouble to verify them from the publie 
records. 

Mr. Boupinor knew that there had been men 
laboring for fourteen or fifteen years to get a set- 
tlement with the Treasury, and could not accom- 
plish it. Their accounts were in such a condition 
that it would require the most expert accountant 
that ever was in the service of the Union, a year or 
two to clear them up. He himself had been la- 
boring for ten years to get an account settled, and 
could not. Other accounts he had wearied him- 
self in attempting to get ended, till he went to the 
office, and declared he would not quit it till the 
matter was finished. 

Mr. Lyman wondered that any body would 
venture to call a bill before the Committee tyran- 
ny. The present Secretary of the Treasury had 
said thatthese old accounts were in such a confused 
situation, that the law, as it now stands, would not 
do to get them cleared up. It would be better, 
Mr. L. thought, to make a conflagration at once. 

Mr. Wapsworru rose a third time. He would 
not thus trifle with the patience of the Commit- 
tee, if something of this kind had not really been 
becoming fashionable. A gentleman had wonder- 
ed how any body would call a bill before that 
House tyrannical. It was yet only before the 
Committee, and, therefore, he conceived himself 
at liberty to call it what hethought it. Much had 
been said to day about the opinions of gentlemen 
in the Treasury. But the other day, the tone was 
quite different. We were legislators,and not to re- 
ceive opinions or information from any body. As to 
burning the books, Mr. W. did not approve of that 
neither. It would be much better to let matters 
go on as they are. Mr. W. said, that, for his 
part, there was nobody who stood more indepen- 
dent that he did, either as to public or private 
money. He was all open, and ready to meet and 
answer every demand of every sort, that the world 
could bring against him. He had brought more 

ublic money to be accounted for than any man 
in that House ; so that nobody could suppose him 
averse to getting justice done to the public from 
their debtors. He should feel, if the act passed 
as it now stands, that it was tyranny against many 
worthy men who had been injured by.the public. 

The amendment was on a division negatived, 
and the clause went through, in substance as 
above. Some verbal amendments were made. 
The bill was then reported to the House, and 
agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on Monday. 


Monpay, February 16. 


An engrossed bill for the more effectual recov- 
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ery of debts due from individuals to the United 
States, was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed resolution, in the form of a con- 
current resolution of the two Houses, respecting 
certain laws of the Territory of the United States 
Northwest of the river Ohio, passed the first day 
of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two, was read the third time, and, on the 
question put thereupon, agreed to by the House, 
as follows: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in < 
gress assembled, That all the laws made by the 
Secretary and Judges of the Territory Northwest 
of the river Ohio, on the first day of August, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, except- 
ing a law, entitled “An act to repeal certain 

rts of an act creating the office of Clerk of the 

egislature,” be, and the same are hereby disap- 
proved. 
_ A memorial of sundry manufacturers of snuff, 
in the town of Baltimore, was presented to the 
House and read, praying that so much of the act 
passed at the last session of Congress, laying du- 
ties upon snuff and refined sugar, as imposes a 
duty on snuff manufactured within the United 
States, may be repealed. Also, 

A petition of the manufacturers of snuff in the 
town of Boston, to the same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and petition 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House to whom is committed the bill to amend 
an act, entitled “An act laying certain duties 
upon snuff and refined sugar.” 

A petition of sundry merchants and mariners 
of the town of Wiscassett, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that a light-house may be erected on Da- 
mascove Island, instead of the one intended to be 
placed on Seguin Island, in the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Dearsorn, Mr. WinGate, and Mr. Suer- 
BURNE; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion there- 
upon, to the House. 

Mr. Goopuus, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House to attend the conference 
with the Senate, on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill entitled “ An act supplementary to the 
act entitled ‘An act for ending and licensing 
ships or vessels to be employed in the coasting 
trade and fisheries, and for regulating the same,” 
made a report: Whereupon. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, do lie on the table. 

Mr. Bouninot, from the committee appointed. 
presented a bill to continue in force the “Act for 
ascertaining the fees in Admiralty proceedings in 
the District Courts of the United States, and for 
other purposes;” which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. Murray, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Isaiah Thomas, made 
a report, which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Public Supplies—Promulgation of the Laws. 


[Fesrvary, 1795, 

The bill for the more effectual recovery of 
sums due by individuals to the United States, 
was read a third time, and passed. 


PUBLIC SUPPLIES. 


The House then went into consideration of the 
act from the Senate respecting the establishment 
of a Purveyor of Stores. The question was put, 
Shall this bill be read a third time? This was 
agreed to, and the bill was then read. 

Mr. Nicwo.as supposed that this officer could 
only be of effective use in one part of the country 
at one time, and wherever he was not, it would 
still be as necessary as formerly to do the busi- 
ness by agency, and he imagined that after the 
appointment of this Purveyor, it would be as re- 
quisite as it had hitherto been, to advertise for 
contracts. His own opinion could be of little 
value compared with that of some other gentle- 
men who had recommended the thing, but it was 
his duty to state his doubts. 

Mr. Carnes had been of opinion at first, that 
the office was unnecessary. The Committee had 
made every requisite inquiry. The Secretary of 
the Treasury had informed them that he had 
found this office a burden too heavy on him. It 
had been the opinion of the majority of the Com- 
mittee that it was proper. 

On a division the bill was passed—ayes 40. 
noes 35. 

PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 


The House then went into a Committee on 
the report of the Select Committee on the furtie: 
promulgation of the laws of the United States 

The various clauses underwent a very long 
discussion, and several verbal amendments. The 
clause relating to the publishing of the laws in 
the newspapers, and in the German language. 

roduced each of them a discussion of some 
ength. 

Mr. Hitiwovse said, that as to the printers. 
any man in the United States would print the 
laws annually for ten dollars. They are at pres- 
ent glad to get them to print for nothing. It was, 
in opposition to this. remarked, that the daily pa- 
pers only could print the laws within a reasonable 
time; and the circulation of them was chiefly 
confined to a few large towns, where there were 
other and more expeditious ways of acquiring a 
knowledge of the laws; and that, as to ten dollars 
per annum, it was a sum too diminutive to be the 
sraallest object with any printer. 

In favor of printing part of the edition of laws 
in the German language, Mr. Harrvey said it 
was perhaps desirable that the Germans should 
learn English; but if it is our object to give 
present information, we should do it in the Tan- 
guage understood. The Germans who are ad- 
vanced in years cannot learn our language in a 
day. It would be generous in the Government 
to inform those persons. Many honest men, in 
the late disturbances, were led away by misrepre- 
sentation; ignorance of the laws laid them open 
to deception, when some counties in a neighbor- 
ing State, and one or more in this, uninformed as 
to the nature of our laws, were in a state of in- 
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surrection. He considered it his duty to support} Mr. Dex'rer, from the committee appointed, 
the motion. It had been the practice in Pennsyl-| presented a bill to amend the act, entitled “An 
vania to publish the laws in English and Ger- | act respecting the Government of the Territories 
man. Good consequences had resulted from it.| of the United States Northwest and South of 

Mr. Kirrera, and several other gentlemen, | the river Ohio;” which was read twice, and com- 
spoke on the same side of the question. mitted. 

Mr. Murray said, that it had never been the! Mr. Batpwin, from the committee appointed, 
custom in England to translate the laws into | presented a bill for the more general promulga- 
Welsh cr Gaelic, and yet the great bulk of the | tion of the laws of the United States ; which was 
Welsh, and some hundred thousands of people in | read twice, and committed. 

Scotland, did not understand a word of English. Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, 

Mr. Boupinor was on the same side of the| presented a bill for the relief of William Sey- 
question. ; mour; which was read twice, and ordered to be 

The Committee went through the report. The engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 
Chairman reported the resolutions to the House,| The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
which were agreed to as follows: ments reported yesterday from the Committee of 

Resolved, That there be printed, under the di- | the Whole House, to the bill to provide for calling 
rection of the Secretary of State, a complete edi- | forth the Militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
tion of copies of the laws, to the close of the | suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, and to 
present session of Congress, to include the Con-| repeal the act now in force for those purposes; 
stitution of the United States, the public acts | and the same being read, were agreed to. 
which are now in force, and the treaties; and| The said bill was further amended, and, to- 





that they be divided among the respective States, gether with the amendments, ordered to be en- 
and the Territories Northwest and South of the grossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 
river Ohio, according to the rule for apportioning “Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, 
Representatives : that the number allotted to each presented a bill, enabling George Gibbs to obtain 
State or Territory be transmitted to the Governor | a drawback of duties on certain exported wines; 
or Supreme Executive Magistrate thereof, in or-| which was read twice, and ordered to be en- 
der to be deposited in fixed and convenient places | grossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 
in each county or subordinate civil division, as} Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
the Executive or Legislature of such State or | bring in a bill for the relief of Spencer Man and 
Territory may judge most conducive to the gen-| Frantz Jacob Foltz, of Charleston, merchants, in 
eral information of the people. certain losses relative to drawbacks on sundry 
Resolved, That a like number of the laws | goods exported previously to the first day of July, 
passed at each succeeding session, and of all fu-| one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two. 
ture treaties, be printed and distributed as above} Anda committee was appointed of Mr. Goop- 
directed. nue, Mr. Harper. and Mr. Hunter. 
Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in| The following Message was received from the 
pursuant to the said resolutions, and that Mr.| Presipent or THe Unrrep Stares: 
Batpwin, Mr. Moors, Mr. Hetser, Mr. Hwn-| Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
a a Macon, Mr. Murray, Mr. Larimer, of the House of Representatives : 
Me Mareoue Sis hat Mev hit ber | gt emnant te Congo capi of Later 
Mr. a hieeaes and M . W es a var. ot Governor of the State of New Hampshire, and of an 
r » and Mr. Wuire, do prepare and | Act of the Legislature thereof, ratifying the article pro- 


bring in the same. ; ee se 3 _| posed in amendment to the Constitution of the United 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of States, respecting the Judicial power. 


the Whole House on the bill to provide for calling | I also lay before Congress copies of a Letter from the 
forth the Militia to execute the laws of the Union, | Governor of the State of North Carolina, and of an Act 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions ; and, | of the Legislature thereof, ceding “ to the United States 
after some time spent therein, the Committee | certain lands, upon the conditions therein mentioned.” 
rose and reported several amendments thereto. G. WASHINGTON. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend-| Usrrep Srares, February 17, 1795. 
ments, do lie on the table. The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
two statements, exhibiting the gross and nett 
amount of duties arising on distilled spirits, and 
on country stills, (drawbacks deducted,) during 
the years one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
two, and one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, pursuant to the resolution of this House of 
the second instant; which were read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep States: 


Tvuespay, February 17. 


An engrossed bill to continue in force the act 
“for ascertaining the fees in Admiralty proceed- 
ings in the District Courts of the United States, 
and for other purposes,” was read the third time, 
and passed. 

_ An engrossed bill to repeal part of the act, en- 
titled “ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
exportation of arms and ammunition, and en- 
couraging the importation of the same,” was read 
the tnird time. and passed. 
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Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

I have received copies of two Acts of the Legislature 
of Georgia—one passed on the 28th day of December, 
and the other on the 7th day of January last—for ap- 
propriating and selling the Indian lands within the ter- 
ritorial limits claimed by that State. These copies, 
though not officially certified, have been transmitted to 
me in such a manner as to leave no room to doubt their 
authenticity. These Acts embrace an object of such 
magnitude, and in their consequences may so deeply 
affect the peace and welfare of the United States, that 
Ihave thought it necessary now to lay them before 
Congress. 

In confidence, I also forward copies of several docu- 
ments and papers received from the Governor of the 
Southwestern Territory. By these, it seems that hos- 
tilities with the Cherokees have ceased, and that there 
is a pleasing prospect of a permanent peace with that 
nation. But, from all the communications of the Go- 
vernor, it appears that the Creeks, in small parties, con- 
tinue their depredations, and it is uncertain to what 
they may finally lead. 

The several papers now communicated deserve the 
immediate attention of Congress, who will consider how 
far the subjects of them may require their co-operati®. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


Unurep Srares, February 17, 1795. 


The said Message and papers were read: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to 
the Acts of the Legislature of Georgia, for ap- 
propriating and selling the Indian lands within 
the territorial limits claimed by that State, be re- 
ferred to Mr. Nicnotas, Mr. Macon, Mr. Mur- 
ray, Mr. Finptey, Mr. Boupinotr, Mr. Ames, 
and Mr. Suersurne, with instruction to examine 
the matter thereof, and report the same, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the House. 

Ordered, That such other parts of the said 
Message as relate to the communications from 
the Governor of the Territory of the United 
States South of the river Ohio, be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole Hguse on the state 
of the Union. 


EXPORTATION OF LEAD. 


Mr. Firzsimons moved that a bill should be 
read a third time for permitting the exportation 
of lead. A former bill, which had been passed 
for repealing part of the act that prohibits the 
exportation of military stores from the United 
States, was rejected by the Senate; the present 
bill, which had lain over for sometime, was, on 
that account, brought forward. Mr. F. said that 
he hoped it would pass. 

Mr. VenaBLe hoped that it would not pass. 
The gentleman for whose sake this bill was in 
reality introduced, might wait, as well as other 
people, till the expiration of the existing law, 
which was to be in May next. He reprobated 
the idea ot legislating for the sake of an indivi- 
dual, as a most irregular and dangerous prece- 
dent. The person had imported this lead with a 
knowledge of the law that prohibited its being 
sent out of the country again. This law might 
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give an individual an advantage over other peo- 
le. 

f Mr. Firzsimons thought that this was the 
most disorderly reasoning which he had ever 
heard in the House. When this lead was im- 
ported, the law tuat prohibited its being exported 
again, did not exist. Mr. F. asked, why the 
House might not legislate for an individual? As 
for waiting till the month of May, the ship was 
bound for India, and must sail, if she sailed at all, 
in March next. When'the prohibitory law passed 
the arsenals were in want of lead. At present 
there is as much lead in the country as would 
supply all its demand for seven years. Why then 
adhere to this restriction ? 

Mr. Dayton was in favor of the bill. He 
wished that the other had gone through the 
Senate. 

Mr. Kirrera considered the reasoning of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Venase] as the 
strangest which he had ever heard of. We legis- 
late every other day for individuals, and insert 
their names, and the reasons for doing s0, in the 
very body of the act. He could not then im- 
agine why it should be opposed at this time. 

A member said that he would oppose it, as 
having crept into the House in an extraordinary 
manner, so as to exclude all debate. He should 
therefore vote against it. 

Mr. GoopxHvEe saw no reason = the bill 
should not pass, merely because it related to an 
individual. He saw no reason why the Legisla- 
ture should not oblige an individual, when it 
could be done without injuring the public interest. 
If the United States were in want of the lead, 
that would be quite another thing. 

Mr. Harrvey thought that this bill was op- 
posed upon extraordinary grounds. He was in 
its favor for reasons similar to those assigned by 
Mr. GoopuvueE. 

Mr. Dayton explained, that the bill had gone 
through all the different and regular shapes, and 
had been fully canvassed some time ago. He 
read a part of the journals to illustrate his asser- 
tions. 

Mr. Giies said, that if there ever had been 
any use for the prohibitory act in question, it was 
now superfluous. He moved to recommit the bill 
to a select committee, or a Committee of the 
Whole House. He wished for a repeal of the 
whole bill, not a partial repeal in favor of a par- 
ticular person. 

Mr. Krrrera contended that Mr. Gites and 
Mr. 8S. Smiru opposed the bill on opposite princi- 
ples. Both these gentlemen said that they thought 
Mr. K. had mistaken their meaning. He insisted 
that there was an opposition which opposed it- 
self, 

Mr. Sepewick could not see the use of hinder- 
ing this bill passing. The lead is now lying in 
ballast, and if it does not go, specie must be sent 
instead of it. Why not unshackle this property, 


which is now useless, and bring it into action ? 
What good was to be got by continuing the pro- 
hibition, Mr. 8. said he was totally incapable of 
comprehending. 


As to the commitment, that 
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also was, in every point of view, entirely beyond 
his conjecture as to any rational end proposed by 


it. 

Mr. B. Bourne was not much interested 
whether the bill passed or not. But he had 
another serious consequence to observe on, and that 
was the great waste of time on such a thing, 
when so great a mass of business was before the 
House. This bill had at different times taken up 
three days, and had been fully discussed. The 
session was drawing to a close, and he eatreated 
that the question might be taken. 

The bill was then passed—ayes 50, noes not 
counted. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the bill to provide 
for organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia 
of the United States. 

On the first clause, Mr. Swirr proposed as an 
amendment to strike out the words twenty, and 
insert eighteen, that the age at which persons 
were to be enrolled in the select corps, might be 
from eighteen to twenty-five years. 

Mr. 8S. Smiru and Mr. Irvine were both against 
this amendment, and stated the numerous inconve- 
niences which attended the attempt of converting 
boys into soldiers. The former gentleman quoted 
the Memoirs of the once celebrated and still mem- 
orable Dumourier, who remonstrated to the Con- 
vention at Paris on this mode of recruiting. 

Mr. Dayron differed from these two gentlemen. 
He preferred eighteen as an amendment. Per- 
sons at that age could be more easily spared than 
when they were older, and engaged in business, 
and very likely married. Boys at eighteen would 
also learn the exercise faster than when twenty- 
five years old. 

Mr. Firzsimons said, that the gentleman had 
only looked at one side of the question. What 
would be the situation of a man with eight or ten 
apprentices called away for twenty-daysata time? 
They would not be fit for the duties of a soldier. 
He should even have preferred twenty-one to 
twenty. He imagined that this would be a real 
discouragement to manufactures. The young 
men returning to their employments might be less 
disposed for attending to them. 


On a division the amendment was rejected— 
ayes 39, noes 40. 

There was part of a clause in the first section 
in these words: “ All able-bodied white male eiti- 
zens,’ It was moved to strike out the word 
white. 

Mr. Krrene xu said, that if the word white was 
struck out, he hoped that black would be inserted, as 
it was necessary thatthe militia should all be of one 
color. White men would not stand in the same 
rank with a negro. 

Another member said, that he was not for a 
speckled militia. 

Mr. Buiounr replied that, in the Southern 
States, there was a numerous class of men, who 
were neither whites nor blacks, but mulattoes. 


Organization of the Militia. 
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It was not understood to be disgraceful to serve 
in the ranks with them. 

A member from one of the Southern States de- 
clared that he was sure it was so considered in 
Maryland and Virginia. He remarked, however, 
that the subject was obviously and extremely im- 
proper for public discussion. He had before ob- 
served this to the House, when Mr. Dexter made 
a motion referring to the same subject. [This 
was in the debate about the naterelinetion bill, 
when Mr. Dexter proposed that foreign nobilit 
should not be admitted as citizens of America till 
they first renounced the possession of slaves.} As 
the gentleman did not think his observations pro- 
per for the publie ear, it would be an ungrateful 
trespass on the indulgence of the House to at- 
tempt a recital. 

The amendment was negatived. 

The Committee now rose. The Chairman 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again. 


Wepnespay, February 18. 


An engrossed bill for the more general promul- 
gation of the laws of the United States was read 
the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill to provide for calling forth 
the Militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions, and to 
repeal the act now in force for those purposes, was 
read the third time, and passed. , 

An engrossed bill enabling George Gibbs to ob- 
tain a drawback of duties on certain exported wines 
was read a third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of William Sey- 
mour was read the third time, and passed. 

A memorial of John Rutledge, administrator of 
Thomas Rutledge, deceased, was presented to the 
House, and read, praying the liquidation and set- 
tlement of a claim for the services of the deceased, 
as a Deputy Commissary General of Purchases 
torthe Southern Department during the late war. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with instruction 
to examine the same, and report his opinion there- 
upon to the House. 

A memorial of Samuel Weir, Representative of 
the People South of French Broad River, in be- 
half of himself and his constituents, was presented 
to the House, and read, praying that the right of 
pre-emption to certain lands which they purchased 
of the Indians, and have since been ceded to the 
United States by the treaties of Seneka and of 
Holston, may be secured to the memorialists, and 
they be permitted to settle thereon. ’ 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred 
to Mr. Hitusouss, Mr. Irvine, and Mr. Wacker; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

A memorial of Gunning Bedford, Judge of the 
District Court of the United States for the State 
of Delaware, was presented to the House, and read, 
stating the insufficiency of the salary allowed him 
by law, and praying that the same may be in- 
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creased, and rendered more adequate to his ser- 
vices. 

Ordered, That the said memorial be referred to 
Mr. Dexter, Mr. Kirrera, and Mr. Harrison; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the House. 

A petition of James Strange, of the town of 
Manchester, in the State of Virginia, was presented 
to the House, and read, praying a remission of the 
duties accruing on a quantity of salt, the property 
of the petitioner, which was lost in consequence 
of the vessel in which it was laden having been 
drove on shore in a gale of wind, and bilged at 
Rockett’s Landing, in the said State. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Gites, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Wineate; that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
House. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report the compensations given to 
the officers employed in the management of the 
revenue arising from stills and distilled spirits, not 
included in his report of the seventeenth instant, 
together with the number of officers employed in 
each State. 

Mr. Jeremian Smirtu, from the commiitee ap- 

inted, presented a bill for the relief of Robert 

arton, and others; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time 
on Friday next. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of Amelie, Adelaide, Me- 
lanie, and Silvie de Grasse, four daughters of the 
late Count de Grasse, made a report; which was 
read, and ordered to be committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House immediately. 


COUNT DE GRASSE’S HEIRS. 


The House then went into a Committee ona 
memorial from the four daughters of the late Ad- 
miral Count de Grasse. It was read, with the report 
from a select committee, which proposed to give 
each of these ladies, who are now residing in 
Boston, and in indigent circumstances, a thousand 
dollars, in consideration of the important services 
rendered by their father to the United States. To 
this proposal the Committee agreed, and the Chair- 
man reported the resolution. 

The House then took up the report. 

Mr. Macon objected that though the claims of 
the petitioners were strong, yet they were not more 
so than those of multitudes of others. On the very 
day when we have come to a resolution to receive 
no more petitions from our fellow-citizens, we are 

oing to give so large a sum at once to foreigners. 

e was aware that the Count de Grasse had done 
eminent services to America, and he felt them as 
much as any person, but still he saw no reason for 
preferring these petitioners, when there were likely 
an hundred of the officers of De Grasse, or of Ro- 
chambeau’s army, that were in this country, and 
in want. 

Mr. Dexter said, that if there ever was a case 
where it would be proper to act first, and there- 
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after try to find reasons for what had been done, 
this was such a case. 

The report was, on a division, agreed to by a 
great majority—sixty-one gentlemen rising in the 
affirmative. The resolution is in the following 
words: 


Resolved, That, in consideration of the extraor- 
dinary services rendered the United States by the 
late Count de Grasse, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-one, on the urgent re- 
quest of the Commander-in-Chief of the Ameri- 
can forces, beyond the term limited for his co-ope- 
ration with the troops of the United States, there 
be allowed and paid to Amelie, Adelaide, Melanie, 
and Silvie de Grasse, daughters of the late Count 
de Grasse, respectively, the sum of one thousand 
dollars. 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Ames, 
Mr. Mapison, and Mr. Gitman, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 


Mg Boupinor moved that the House should, 
agreeably to the order of the day, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill for 
organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia. 

Mr. Dayton declared himself opposed to this 


motion, as it would lead to a needless waste of 


time upon a subject or system which they should 
be unable to mature in the little time which re- 
mained of the present session. He said, that no 
one was more perfectly convinced of the ineffi- 
ciency of the present system, or more zealously 
disposed to amend it than he himself was ; but the 
discussion which this bill had already undergone 
was sufficient to satisfy his mind that they ought 
to postpone the decision upon a plan so new and 
important until their next meeting. He acknow- 
ledged that, in proposing this postponement, he 
was very much influenced 7 a belief that there 
was wanting not only time, but a proper temper 
and disposition to do justice to the subject, and to 
inquire into and remedy all the defects which had 
occurred or could be pointed out, under the exist- 
ing Militia Laws. It was easy to foresee that 
nothing effectual would be done by the present 
House, and to proceed further would therefore be 
useless, especially as there was other business in 
progress, which could not be delayed without very 
great injury. He therefore moved that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill. This would super- 
sede the motion made by his colleague, and if 
successful, he should afterwards move that a suffi- 
cient number of copies be printed and circulated 
for public information. The members would, by 
this means, have it in their power to learn, in the 
recess, the sentiments of their constituents, and be 
better prepared the next winter as to this import- 
ant branch of legislation than they seemed now 
to be. 


The question for discharging the Committee of 


the Whole was put and carried without a division ; 
and, on motion, it was ordered that a thousand 
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States. 
PUBLIC DEBT. 
The House went into Committee on the bill 
making further provision for the support of Public 
Credit and for che redemption of the Public Debt. 
Mr. Hitiwovse moved to strike out the first 
clause of the bill, and said, that if the provision 
contemplated in this bill for non-subscribing cre- 
ditors had any intimate connexion with a perma- 
nent and systematic plan for the reduction of the 
Public Debt, his solicitude for the adoption of the 
latter would make him unwilling to object to the 
former; but, from a critical attention to the sub- 
ject, and the Report of the late Secretary of the 
reasury, he cannot find that a rejection of this 
rovision will at all derange the system. He 
beaed leave to premise his observation with one 
remark, which was, that no member of the Com- 
mittee had a higher opinion of or greater respect 
for the talents and integrity of the late Secretary 
of the Treasury, or more lamented the loss of 
them to the public than himself; that his opinion 
had always been in favor of referring to the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, whose official duty it was 
to be informed, for information and plans on the 
subject of finance, and that the fund of useful in- 
formation contained in this report was a striking 
proof of the correctness of that opinion; but he 
never supposed himself bound to an implicit adop- 
tion of such plans as might be reported. It was 
his duty to examine and judge for himself. 
Consistency of conduct, and impartial jus- 
tice to all, was, in his opinion, as important for 
the preservation of our national character, as the 
punctual payment of our debts. Will not the 
adoption of this provision, which gives better terms 
to the non-subscribing creditors than to those who 
have placed confidence in your Government and 
cheerfully complied, be partial? Will there be 
consistency in our conduct, when, but a few ses- 
sions since, we almost unanimously rejected a 
etition from one class of those creditors, and, as 
ar as was possible, made a Legislative declaration 
that no better provision ought or should be made? 
And would it be honorable now, since a great pro- 
portion of these creditors, in consequence of the 
rejection of their petitions and despairing of better 
terms, have subscribed to your Loans, to turn im- 
mediately around, as soon as we have got them 
bound, and make a better provision for those who 
still refuse a compliance? The reasoning of the 
late Secretary of the Treasury, in favor of this 
principle, is too nice, and proves too much, and 
cannot be carried into execution. Will not these 
observations extend even to the old twenty dollar 
notes of 1775, many of which are now in posses- 
sion of persons who received them, and were com- 
pelled by law to receive them, as gold and silver, 
in payment of their old debts. The fact is, that 
at the close of the late war, and even at the time 
of establishing the present Government, a literal 
compliance with all the then existing contracts 
and engagements, was well known and generally 
understood to be wholly impracticable. This Go- 
vernment, therefore, offered such terms as they 


opies should be printed and dispersed through the | thought just and equitable, and within the compass 


of their ability to fulfil; and, in the same act, held 
up the idea that no better provision would be made 
for non-subscribing creditors, for they were to have 
only four per cent., though their contract said six. 
Was not this more than a tacit, was it not an ex- 
plicit declaration, that no creditor ought to hesi- 
tate about subscribing, for these were the best 
terms that would be given? And whatever we 
may say about the creditor having voluntarily 
given up his claim, if we did not give an opinion 
to receive the money at the Treasury, or to sub- 
scribe the Loan, it was in a degree a forced Loan. 
This, however, throws no imputation on the Go- 
vernment, for they did all that they were bound 
in honor or justice (all circumstances considered) 
to do; and every creditor ought, and every rea- 
sonable creditor will be satisfied. And to depart 
from the terms then held out, or to give better 
terms now, would be unjust, and, in his opinion, 
lessen instead of strengthening the confidence of 
the people inthe Government. In times of peace 
and prosperity, and when our resources are ample, 
there is no doubt of our having sufficient credit. 
But if reverse of fortune should throw our affairs 
into some derangement, and we should be obliged 
to come forward with new terms or propositions 
for obtaining further loans or credit, would not 
every one be disinclined to accept them, under an 
apprehension that those who hung back might 
fare better? What would have been the situation 
of the United States if all had rejected the terms? 
Would it have been in their power to make a like 
provision for the whole Debt? And is it just 
that this class of creditors should derive an advan- 
tage from the ready compliance of others? How 
would it be in the case of an individual ?—and I 
believe the same rules are to be observed to pre- 
serve the honor and credit of public bodies as that 
of individuals. Would it be considered honorable 
for a merchant whose affairs by misfortune should 
become embarrassed,and he unable tomake prompt 
payment of all his debts, to offer to his creditors to 
pay them without interest, or at a certain rate 
upon the pound; and after a great proportion of 
his creditors had subscribed to his terms, to pay 
the remainder the full amount of their debts in 
money, and that,too, when there could be no com- 
pulsory process against him? If such an individ- 
ual meant to preserve his credit and character, he 
must do equal justice to all; and so must the 
United States. There is no difficulty in doing 
this, by making provision to pay the principal of 
the unsubscribed Debt in the year 1801, when de- 
ferred stock begins to bear an interest of six per 
cent., and then to pay the arrears of interest by 
instalments, so arranged that the non-subscribing 
creditors, though they receive the nominal amount 
of their interest, yet, that at the time of receiving 
the same, the value of three per cent. stock and 
the interest which may have been paid thereon, 
shall be equal thereto. We have passed a law this 
very session to open the Loan still further to non- 
subscribing creditors, and to pay a like interest to 
such as shall not subscribe, as is paid in the funded 
Debt. It is therefore unnecessary and improper 
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to do anything further on that subject at this 
session. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that the gentleman who 
made the motion [Mr. H samenwen and his friend 
[Mr. Goopxnur,j| who had seconded it, had sub- 
mitted such reasons as neither his feelings nor his 

rinciples would permit him to pass in silence. 
ith the latter gentleman he had the happiness, 
during the arduous struggle which accompanied 
the Funding System, pertectly to concur in con- 
duct, and til now, as he had always believed, in 
the principles assumed and in the objects pro- 
posed. 

In an untried system of Government, and igno- 
rant of the national resources, a provision for the 
Public Debt, the price of our Freedom and Inde- 
pendence, presented difficulties almost insurmount- 
able; as all who participated in the labors of that 
ony would remember. It might then have been 
believed, that a provision on the precise terms of 
the contract, was beyond the ability of the coun- 
try, and therefore, that the Government was under 
no obligation to make the attempt. This was not 
the foundation on which the Funding System was 
established. It might also, at that time, have been 
assumed as a principle, that the public securities 
purported an obligation greater than justice re- 
quired should be performed ; and that, therefore, a 
system of depreciation ought in this instance to 
be applied, as in the case of the currency. Nei- 
ther was the principle assumed. 

The Government undertook, as in honor and 
conscience bound, to perform the public engage- 
ments ; or to pay for a new modification, a valua- 
ble, an honest equivalent. Unacquainted with the 
eompetency of the resources which were con- 
templated, it was thought of great importance to 
procure the consent of the creditors to lessen the 
quantum of the immediate provison. To procure 

‘it, it was declared, that the equivalent must not 
be nominal only, but real. That the consent must 
not be compulsory, but voluntary. And it was 
further declared,in the very act for funding the 
Debt, that act which was intended to secure the 
public faith and the public confidence, that nothing 
which it contained should be construed to impair 
the obligation of the Government to make com- 

lete provision for the non-subscribing creditors. 

ence, the provision which the bill contemplated, 
so far from being, as was now suggested, an in- 
fringement of the Funding System, was pursuing 
nat only the spirit, but was in exact conformity to 
the stipulations and a fulfilment of the solemn en- 
gagements it expressed. While we were igno- 
rant of the productiveness of the revenue, the Go- 
vernment was justified in paying to the new sub- 
scribing creditors no greater amount than was 
pee to those who had accepted the terms which 

d been offered. At this time, while calculating 
on reducing the principal, should the Committee 
reject the proposition before them, they would be 
without excuse ; for, if the ability of the Govern- 
ment was adequate to a gradual discharge of the 
principal, it was certainly equal to fulfil its promi- 
ses respecting the payment of the interest. 

Mr. 8. said, there was no alternative but to 
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make the proposed provision, or to violate, not by 
implication, but expressly, the solemn and pledged 
faith of the Government. Whether, independent 
of moral considerations, the saving of a few thou- 
sand dollars should be a prevailing consideration 
for embracing the disgraceful part, gentlemen 
would determine. The whole of the unsubscribed 
Debt was somewhat more than a million, .the dif- 
ference, therefore, which could be made by assum- 
ing the unfounded principle that the Loan was 
originally compulsury, would be a mere trifle, in- 
finitely too inconsiderable for the immense sacri- 
fice which must be made to obtain it. 

It was said that the subscribers would consider 
the proposed provision asan injury to them. This 
was to suppose, that they understood the promises 
of the Government to be a solemn mockery. That 
they were intended as a disguise which had prov- 
ed too thin to hide the real intention from any. 
For himself. however, he would declare, that was 
he the proprietor of every dollar of the unsubscrib- 
ed Debt, he would not hesitate for a moment to 
subscribe the whole, because he should prefer the 
stable provision and the funds which were pledged 
to satisfy it, as in the case of the Funded Debt, to 
the annual provision which was contemplated for 
that which remained unsubseribed. But , whether 
such an election would be a discreet one was of 
little importance. It was enough that the claim 
of the non-subscribers was founded on the express 
pam of the Legislature. 

conversation ensued, during which Mr. 
Goopnve avowed the principles and enforced the 
arguments of Mr. Hittwovuse. At length an end 
was put to the debate by Mr. Firzsimons, who 
said, that he had always held that the terms offer- 
ed by the Funding System were intended as an 
honest equivalent—that he believed that a provi- 
sion aa ultimately be made for the non-subseri- 
bers, in conformity to the stipulations of that act ; 
and that he had the fullest confidence, that no gen- 
tleman who had concurred in that measure, would, 
on mature reflection, withhold his assent. But, as 
an act had passed the present session to continue 
the subscriptions through the current year, of 
which probably the Secretary was ignorant when 
he made his report, he was willing the measure 
should be postponed, untilit was known what ef- 
fects might be produced by it. He would there- 
fore consent that the three first sections of the 
bill be struck out, which was done accordingly. 

Mr. Gites moved to strike out the fourth clause. 
which empowers the Commissioners of the Sink- 
ing Fund, with the approbation of the Presipenr, 
to borrow, or cause to be borrowed, from time to 
time, such sums in anticipation of the revenues 
appropriated, as they may see proper, not exceed- 
ing one million of dollars in a year. Mr. G. 
thought, that the present plan for discharging the 
National Debt was in reality a plan for augment- 
ing it. 

Mr. W. Smiru replied, that there was nothing 
new in authorizing a loan under the direction of 
the Presipent, 

The Committee now rose, the Chairman report- 
ed progress, and the House adjourned. 
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Fripay, February 20. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Robert Bar- 
ton and others was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Goovnug, from the committee appointed, 

resented a bill for the relief of Spencer Mann 
and Frantz Jacob Foltz; which was read twice 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Ames, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill authorizingthe payment of four thou- 
sand dollars for the use of the daughters of the late 
Count de Grasse ; which was read and ordered to 
be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled * An act to 
provide more effectually for the collection of the 
duties imposed by law, on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States, and on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels,” with several 
amendments ; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. The Senate have also 
agreed to the amendments proposed by this House 
to the bill. entitled “ An act to amend the act, 
entitled ‘An act to establish the Post Office 
and Post Roads within the United States,” with 
several amendments; to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the amendments 
of this House to the last mentioned bill: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to all the 
said amendments, with an amendment to the last 
amendment of the Senate to the first section of 
the said bill. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Vice Presipenr being absent, the Senate 
proceeded to the choice of a President pro tempore, 
and Henry Tazewe ut has been duly elected. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“Annet supplementary to the act, entitled * An 
act to provide more effectually for the collection 
of the duties imposed by law, on goods, wares and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, 
and on the tonnage of ships or vessels:” Where- 
upon, e 
Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be committed to Mr. Samvuet Smirn, Mr. 
Goopuvp, and Mr. Bouptnor. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the bill making fur- 
ther provision for the support of Public Credit, 
and for the redemption of the Public Debt; and, 
after some time spent therein. the Committee 
rose and reported progress. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Agnus M’Lean;” to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. The 
Senate have disagreed to the amendment propos- 
ed by this House to the last amendment of the 


Senate to the first section of the amendment of 


this House, to the bill, entitled “ An act to amend 
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the act, entitled * An act to establish the Post 
Office and Post na within the United States;” 
and desire a conference with this House on the 
subject-matter of the said amendment to the 
amendment; to which conference the Senate have 
appointed managers on their part. 

he House proceeded to consider the message: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
conference desired by the Senate, and that Mr. 
Hartuiey, Mr. Sepewick, and Mr. Greenup, be 
appointed managers at the same, on the part of this 
House. 


Saturpay, February 21. 


An engrossed bill authorizing the payment of 
four thousand dollars for the use of the daughters 
of the late Count de Grasse, was read the third 
time and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Spencer Mann 
and Frantz Jacob Foltz, was read the third time 
and passed. 

A petition of Edmund Hogan. of the City of 
Philadelphia, was presented to the House and 
read, praying that he may be permitted to take 
and publish an accurate and impartial statement of 
Legislative subjects which may be submitted to 
the consideration of the House, and the debates 
thereon of the members, respectively, on the plan 
contemplated in a motion made to this House on 
the twentieth day of April, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two. 

Ordered, That the said petition be referred to 
Mr. Witiiam Smrira, Mr. Sepewick, and Mr. 
Pace; that they do examine the matter thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for the relief of Agnus M’Lean,” was read twice 
and ordered to be committed to Mr. Warts, Mr. 
Swirr, and Mr. CLaiporne. 

Mr. Hart ey, from the managers appointed on 
the part of this House, to attend the conference 
with the Senate on the subject-matter of the 
amendments depending between the two Houses 
to the bill, euititled “ Anact to amend the act, en- 
titled ‘ An act to establish the Post Office and Post 
Roads within the United States,” made a report ; 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of James Strange, made a 
report; which was read, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. Samvuet Smirn, from the committee to 
whom were committed the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act to provide more 
effectually forthe collection of the duties imposed 
by law, on goods, wares, and merchandise, im- 
ported into the United States, and on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels,” made a report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to all the 
said amendments. 

The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the bill making further 











provision for the support of Public Credit, and for 
the redemption of the Public Dqpt; and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and report- 
ed several amendments thereto ; which were, seve- 
rally, twice read, and agreed to by the House. 

_ A motion was then made, and the question be- 
ing put, further to amend the said bill, at the 
Clerk’s table, by striking out, after the word “re- 
deemed,” in the thirteenth line of the eleventh 
section, the words following, to wit: “and shall be, 
and are hereby declared to be, vested in the said 
Commissioners, as property in trust, to be applied 
according to the provisions of the aforesaid act of 
the eighth day of May, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two, and of this act, to 
the reimbursement and redemption of the said 
Debt, including the Loans aforesaid, until the 
same shall be fully reimbursed and redeemed :” 

It passed in the negative—yeas 39, nays 49, as 
follows: 

Yxas.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, Tho- 
mas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Tho- 
mas Claiborne, Isaac Coles, George Dent, Gabriel Du- 
vall, Benjamin Edwards, William Findley, William B.- 
Giles, James Gillespie, William Barry Grove, George 
Hancock, Carter B. Harrison, Daniel Heister, John 
Hunter, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Alexander Mebane, Andrew 
Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Anthony New, John Nicho- 
las, Nathaniel Niles, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, 
Francis Preston, John Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, 
Francis Walker, Paine Wingate, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, John Beatty, 
Lemuel Benton, Elias Boudinot, Benjamin Bourne, 
Lambert Cadwalader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua 
Coit, William J. Dawson, Jonathan Dayton, Thomas 
Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, Henry 
Glenn, Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Samuel 
Griffin, Robert Goodloe Harper, Thomas Hartley, John 
Heath, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel 
Holten, Aaron Kitchell, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry 
Latimer, Amasa Learned, Richard Bland Lee, Francis 
Malbone, William Montgomery, William Vans Murray, 
Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedgwick, 
Jeremiah Smith, Samuel Smith, William Smith, Zepha- 
niah Swift, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan 
Trumbull, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, 
Peleg Wadsworth, Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, 
and Richard Winn. 

The said bill being further amended at the 
Clerk’s table, was, together with the amendments, 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time on 
Monday next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate recede from their last amendment, 
disagreed to by this House, to the first amendato- 
ry section of the bill, entitled “ An act to establish 
the Post Office and Post Roads within the United 
States.” 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 


Resolved, That this House doth recede from 
their amendment to the last amendment of the 
Senate to the first amendatory section of the last 
mentioned bill. 

The Speaker laid before the House a report 
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from the Secretary of War, accompanying state- 
ments in the cases of claimants to be placed on the 
list of pensioners, which have been returned to the 
War Office by the Judges of the District Courts 
of the United States, since the thirtieth day of 
December last ; and of the additional evidence re- 
ceived further to support certain claims formerly 
stated; which were read, and ordered to be refer- 
red to the Committee on Claims. 





Monpay, February 23. 


An engrossed bill making further provision for 
the support of Public Credit, and for the redemp- 
tion of the Public Debt, was read the third time, 
and a blank therein filled up. 

A memorial of sundry sugar refiners of the city 
of Philadelphia, whose names are thereunto sub- 
scribed, was presented to the House and read, 
praying that, in lieu of the two cents per pound, 
imposed by an act of the last session of Con- 
gress, on sugar refined within the United States, 
a tax or duty may be laid on the pan or boiler 
used in refining sugars. 

Ordered, That the said memorial do lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Wituiam Samira, from the committee ap- 
pointed, presented a bill for establishing offices 
for the purpose of granting lands within the Ter- 
ritory of the United States; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee to whom was 
committed the bill sent from the Senate, entitled 
* An act for the relief of Agnus McLean,” report- 
ed that the committee had had the said bill under 
consideration, and made no amendment thereto: 
Whereupon, the said bill was amended at the 
Clerk’s table, and, together with the amendments, 
read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to continue in force, for a limited time, the 
acts therein mentioned ; to which they desire the 
concurrence of this House. 

The said bill was read twice, and ordered to be 
read the third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Nicno.as, from the committee to whom 
was referred so much of the Message from the 
Presipent of THE Unirep Srares, of the seven- 
teenth instant, as relates to the disposition of In- 
dian lands by the Legislature of the State of Geor- 
gia, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom were referred the memorial of Mary 5. 
Jones, and the petitions of Francis Nash, and of 
Francis Peyrinnaut, administrator of Pierre de 
Camps; and, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee rose and reported a resolution there- 
upon ; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That provison be made by law, for 
the relief of the petitioners, respectively, accord- 
ing to the prayer of their several petitions. 
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Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Denr, 


Mr. Lez, and Mr. Harrcey, do prepare and bring 
in the same. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole House on the report of the committee 
to whom was recommitted the report of a com- 
mittee on the report of the Secretary of War, re- 
specting the fortifications of the United States ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said re- 
port under consideration, and come to a resolu- 
tion thereupon ; which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House, as follows: 

esolved, That a sum not exceeding fifty thou- 
sand dollars, be appropriated for the purpose of 
completing the fortifications of certain ports and 
harbors in the United States. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, aad that Mr. Samcen 
Smita, Mr. Dearsorn, Mr. Dayron, Mr. Par- 
KER, Mr. Pickens, and Mr. Murray, do prepare 
and bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act for allowing an additional compensation to the 
Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island, and Dela- 
ware ;” towhich they desire the concurrence of this 
House. The Senate have also passed the bill, en- 
titled “ An act to Nat for calling forth the Mili- 
tia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur- 
rections, and repel invasions, and to repeal the act 
now in force for those purposes,” with several 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the last mention- 
ed bill, and the same being read, were agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the report of the committee 
appointed to examine and report on the state of 
the Mint, and what further measures may be ne- 
cessary to render the institution more beneficial ; 
and, after some time spent therein, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee had had the said re- 
port under consideration, and come to several re- 
solutions thereupon; which were severally twice 
read, and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

1. Resolved, That provision be made by law 
for the appointment of a Refiner and Melter in 
the Mint of the United States, whose duty it shall 
be, to take charge of all copper, and silver, and 

old bullion, delivered out by the Treasurer of the 

int, after it has been assayed, and to reduce it into 
bars or ingots for the rolling mills; and then to 
deliver them to the Coiner or Treasurer, as the 
Director shall judge expedient; and to do and 
perform all other du ies belonging to the office 
of Refiner and Melter, or which shall be ordered 
by the Director of the Mint. 

2. Resolved. That provision be made by law, 
authorizing the Treasurer of the Mint to retain 
two cents . ounce, from every deposite of silver 
bullion below the standard; and four cents per 
ounce, from every deposite of gold bullion below 
the standard, unless the same shall require the 
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operation of the test; then six cents, as a compen- 
sation for refining and melting the same. 

3. Resolved, That gross bullion brought for de- 
posite and coinage to the Mint, shall not be receiv- 
ed in smaller quantities than two hundred ounces 
of silver, and twenty ounces of gold. 

4. Resolved, That the standard for silver coin, 
as now established by law, be altered, and made 
to consist of nine equal ten parts of pure silver, 
and one tenth part of pure copper, being equal to 
ten ounces sixteen pennyweights of pure silver in 
one pound troy. 

5. Resolved, That the Prestpent or tHE Unir- 
ep Srares be authorized to reduce the weight of 
the copper coin at his discretion: Provided, Such 
reduction shall not exceed two pennyweights in 
each cent, and in proportion in each half cent; of 
which he shall give notice by Proclamation, and 
report the same to the next session of Congress. 

6. Resolved, That the Treasurer of the United 
States be authorized by law to distribute, at the 
public expense, all cents received from the Trea- 
surer of the Mint; by sending them to some one 
bank in each State, where any are established, and 
where not, to the principal collector of such State, 
(in proportion to the number of inhabitants of the 
State,) to be by them paid out for cash, to any 
person requesting the same, in sums not less than 
ten dollars value. 

7. Resolved, That provision be made by law. 
enabling the Director and Treasurer of the Mint 
to give a preference to bullion brought to the 
Mint, already of, or above the standard of 
the United States, so as not to be prevented 
coining and issuing the same, although bullion 
below the standard, and not yet refined, may have 
been deposited for coinage before it: any thing 
in any law heretofore passed to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Bount- 
nor, Mr. Trumpuit, and Mr. Hunrer, do pre- 

are and bring in the same. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
for allowing an additional compensation to the 
Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island and Del- 
aware,” was read twice and committed. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill relative to cessions 
of jurisdiction in places where have been, or may 
hereafter be, erected and fixed light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, and public p‘ers ; and, after some time 
spent therein, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee had had the said bill under considera- 
tion,and made severalamendments thereto; which 
were severally twice read, and agreed to by the 
House. 

Ordered, That the said bill, with the amend- 
ments, be engrossed and read the third time to- 
morrow. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House to whom is committed the bill to amend 
an act, entitled “An act laying certain duties 
upon snuff and refined sugar,” be discharged from 
the consideration of the same ; and that it be re- 
committed to Mr. Witiiam Smita, Mr. Nicno- 
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Las, Mr. Samuet Smiru, Mr. Lyman, Mr. Finp- 
Ley, Mr. Firzsimons, and Mr. Mapison. 

The.House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill for the relief of Jose 
Roiz Silva; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose, and reported the said bill 
without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and 
read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of the Corporation of Rhode Island College ; 
and, after some spent therein, the Committee rose, 
and reported progress. 





Tuespay, February 24. 


An engrossed bill, relative to cessions of juris- 
diction in places where have been, or may here- 
after be, erected*and fixed light-houses, beacons, 
buoys, and public piers, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of Jose Roiz 
Silva was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act 
to continue in force, for a limited time, the acts 
therein mentioned,” was read the third time, and 
ordered to be committed to Mr. Firzstmons, Mr. 
Ba.pwin, and Mr. Bovupinor. 

Mr. Wivuiam Smirn, from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Edmund Ho- 
gan, made a report; which was read, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Senate, 
entitled “An act for allowing an additional com- 

nsation to the Judges of the Districts of Rhode 

sland and Delaware;” and, after some time spent 

therein, the Committee rose and reported the bill 
without amendment. The bill was then read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. Wituiam Smirua, from the committee to 
whom was recommitted the bill to amend an act 
entitled “ An act laying certain duties upon snuff 
and refined sugar,” reported an amendatory bill to 
alter and amend the act entitled “ An act laying 
certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar ; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. Hittuovuss, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of Samuel Weir, Re- 
ane of the People South of French Broad 

iver, in behalf of himself and his constituents, 
made a report; which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Denr, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for the relief of Mary S. Jones and 
others; which was read twice, and committed. 


CASE OF THOMAS PERSON AND OTHERS. 


It was moved that the House should go into con- 
sideration of the report of the select committee to 
whom had been referred a resolution of the House 
in relation to the back lands of North Carolina. 
The following is the resolution of the select com- 
mittee : 
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“ Resolved, That in case the President of the United 
States shall think proper to enter into a treaty or trea- 
ties with all or any of the Indian tribes claiming lands 
within the Territory South of the river Ohio, for the 
extinguishment of their claims to all or any of the said 
lands, the sum of dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated to the purpose of defraying the expenses 
of any such treaty or treaties.” 

Mr. Goopuue did not see that the United States 
had any concern to interfere in such a purchase: 
it was private property. 

Mr. DayTon explained that the petition of Tho- 
mas Person and others comprehended only two 
millions of acres. The resolution contemplated 
twenty millions, It will, when completed, enable 
the United States to protect the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws from the Creeks and Cherokees, if the 
latter should happen to attack them ; and that they 
will attack the Chickasaws is not improbable, from 
assistance which the latter have given to the white 
people. Besides, the frontier will be capable ot 
defence, at a much cheaper rate, in this way, than 
at present itcan be. It is now an irregular line. 
A peculiar circumstance, Lesides, will make the 
lands easy to be purchased. No Indian tribes 
reside on them. When the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts considers these things, he will not object. 
since the United States will gain eighteen millions 
of acres by the transaction. 

Mr. Goopuue admitted the reasoning as to the 
eighteen millions, but still serupled as to the rest. 

Mr. Swirr recommended that the Indian claim 
should in the mean time be extinguished. 

Mr. McDowe t, in reply to Mr. Goopuus, said. 
that if the gentleman had attended to the reason- 
ings formerly used on this subject, and which had 
occupied considerable time of the House during 
the present session, he could have been at no loss 
for understanding the propriety of this purchase 
being made by the United States, 

A committee were named to bring in a bill, in 
terms of the resolution recommended by the select 
committee. 


PENNSYLVANIA INSURGENTS. 


The amendments of the Senate to the act mak- 
ing compensation to officers of Government and 
others who were sufferers by the Western Insur- 
gents, was next taken up. 

Mr. Swirr objected to the bill, as he doubted 
whether any money was really wanted. There 
was, at apy rate, no evidence of it before the 
House. 

Mr. Firzsimons wondered to hear gentlemen 
talk about the want of evidence. Do we not all 
know that one person had his house, barns, and 
everything else burnt down? Let his cireum- 
stances be as good as they will, he must be in want 
of assistance in the mean time, especially as there 
is little money in that part of the country. As to 
recovering the damages done, Mr. F, very much 
feared that they never would be got back, either 
by the proposed lawsuits, by subscriptions, or in 
any other way. 

Mr. Sepewick thought this a debt due by the 
rules both of prudence and of justice. 
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Mr. Kirrera also defended the expediency of 
the bill. The amendment of the Senate was 
rejected. 


SURVEY OF SOUTHERN COAST. 


The House next resolved into a Committee on 
the report of the select committee on the petition 
of Parker, Hopkins, and Miers, of Savannah, in 
Georgia. These gentlemen had been employed 
since the 12th of July, 1791, in surveying the coasts, 
&c., of Georgia. They implored the aid of the 
House in this arduous and expensive undertaking. 
The report of the select committee recommended 
that, as the affair was of a public nature, and as 
good charts were much wanted, the sum of 
dollars should be loaned to them for the term of 
—— years, out of the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Mr. Gites thought there would be no end of 
such claims if the practice were once fairly begun. 

Mr. Harrer (the new member from South 
Carolina) could give some information to the 
House on this subject. He hada personal opportu- 
nity of examining part of the execution of this 
work, and he conceived it to be very accurate. 
Georgia supplies the best timber for ship-building 
in the United States, and in a short time the com- 
merce of that State will be a very great object. 
He hoped, therefore, that the House would not 
lightly reject this application. Ifthe Constitution 
of the United States forbade the granting of money 
in this way, there was an end of it. But if evera 
deviation was to be made from such a rule, per- 
haps this would be one of the most proper cases. 
The scheme had hitherto been carried on at the 
expense of a few individuals. He only requested 
that the House would not lightly refuse the prayer 
of the petition, since the thing itself was of so 
much consequence. 

Mr. Mapison would not hastily undertake to 
say that the grant of money was improper to be 
made to this affair as a public good. He did not 
at present wish to enter into that. He considered 
a loan, however, as the worst of all possible shapes 
in which the request could come before the House, 
for it was impossible to say where the practice of 
lending might stop. Ifassistance was to be granted 
in this case, he did not see why the survey should 
not be extended to other parts of the Union where 
it was equally necessary. Every private under- 
taker might in this way solicit a loan, when the 
object of his scheme was not public advantage, 
but private emolument. 

Mr. Morray rejected all idea that the proposal 
was against the Constitution. Congress had sur- 
veyed the Western lands, and nobody supposed 
that beyond their authority. Why was there to 
be such a difference between land and water? 

Mr. Bavcpwin stated, that the individuals had 
spent all they were worth upon this undertaking, 
and all which their friends could raise, and it would 
be a great pity if it should fail in the end for the 
want of so trifling a sum as three thousand dollars, 
which was all that was wanted. He explained 
the very great necessity for such a chart. At pre- 
sent there was none to be had that was fit for any- 
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thing. Ships often lay for weeks, and even months 
together on the coast in the most dangerous situa - 
tion, and unable to extricate themselves for want 
of charts. He adverted to the growing value of 
the commerce of Georgia, and to the remark of 
Mr. Murray as to the right of Congress to survey 
both land and water. If a loan was disagreeable, 
the PresipENnT might be @esired to subscribe for a 
certain number of copies of the charts. 

Mr..S. Smrru approved much of getting good 
charts. If the Ambassador sent to Spain shall 
sueceed in getting the navigation of the Mississippi 
opened, this coast of Georgia will very soon be of 
the bighest importance. 

Mr. Maptson doubted whether the State of 
Georgia was not at present more able than the 
United States to subscribe. 

Mr. Frrzsimons considered this as a very wrong 
time to bring in such a business, when the House 
are going to rise. His chief objection was to the 
mode, not the substance. He wished the matter 
withdrawn for the present, as the House had to 
proceed upon the Military Establishment. 

Mr. Dayron had .no doubt of the Constitution 
empowering the House to lend the three thousand 
dollars, but did not like the mode of lending it. 
He wished that the whole coast could be surveyed. 

Mr. Parker and Mr. Harper each read a sepa- 
rate resolution in place of that recommended by 
the committee. It was then agreed to take the 
question upon it,and it was negatived. The reso- 
lution suggested by Mr. Harper was then read. 
But this also being found liable to many objec- 
tions, the Committee rose, and the Chairman 
reported that they had disagreed to the report of 
the select committee, to whom the whole was 
again referred. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House next took up, in Committee of the 
Whole, the estimates of military appropriations 
for the year 1795, and came to certain resolutions, 
which were reported to the House. The House 
took them up. 

Mr. W. Smiru moved that there should be voted 
for defraying the expense of the naval armament, 
for three months, dollars. If this motion was 
rejected, Mr. S. said, that he should take the yeas 
and nays upon it, that it might be fairly known 
that gentlemen in the House were for abandoning 
the naval armament altogether. 

Mr. Gites said, that he had opposed it at every 
stage as an useless expense, and an improper way 
of attempting to attain the proposed object. He 
should vote against the appropriation. 

Mr. Dayton thought that Mr. W. Smira had 
assumed an odd style. Mr. Smrra had never heard 
him backward in fitting out a naval armament, 
and yet he should vote against the present motion, 
for this plain reason, that the money had been 
voted already. 

Mr. Frrzsimons did not know whether the last 
year’s provision extended to this. If it does, then 
this is a useless proposition. 

Mr. Boupinot thought that the provision did 
not extend, but that the money unappropriated 
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was carried forward as surplus revenue, and that 
a new act was requisite to appropriate over again 
the money for the Navy. 

Mr. W. Smiru did not suppose that the former 
appropriation continued in force, or he certainly 
would not have made this motion.. He did not 
refer, at any rate, to Mr. Dayron, when he spoke 
of gentlemen being agginst the armament alto- 
gether. 

Mr. Dayton read the act, which, as he thought, 
made it clearly out that the money yet stands in 
reserve. He wished the point decided before the 
House went further. . 

Mr. Sepewickx recommended that this resolu- 
tion should pass in the mean time. If the m&ney 
was already voted, this could do no harm. 

Mr. HitLnovuse wished it to be withdrawn. 

No question was taken on it, but a committee 
were appointed to bring ina bill on the resolu- 
tions reported, which were as follows ; 


“ Resolved, That, including the appropriation of five 
hundred thousand dollars made for the Military Esta- 
blishment by an act of the present session, there be ap- 
propriated for the said Military, Establishment, a sum 
not exceeding one million four hundred and thirty-nine 
thousand four hundred and thirty-nine dollars and 
twenty-nine cents. 

“ Resolved, That, for defraying the expense of six 
mcnths’ pay and subsistence of a detachment of militia 
employed under the command of Major General Mor- 
gan, pursuant to an act of the present session, there be 
appropriated the sum of one hundred thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty-two dollars. 

“ Resolved, That there be appropriated a sum not ex- 
ceeding ten thousand dollars for the contingent purposes 
of Government, and subject to the disposition of the 
President of the United States.” 


Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the above resolutions, and that Mr. Firz- 
stmons, Mr. Montcomery, and Mr. Foster, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act authorizing the payment of four thousand dol- 
lars for the use of the daughters of the late Count 
de Grasse, with an amendment; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ment, and the same being read, was agreed to. 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 


The House next went into Committee on the 
report of the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Message of the Presipent of the 17th 
current, respecting the disposition of Indian lands 
by the State of Georgia. 

The first resolution was read, and passed, with- 
out a division. It was in these words: 

“ Resolved, That it be. recommended to the President 
of the United States to use all Constitutional and legal 
means to prevent the infraction of the treaties made with 
the Indian tribes by the citizens of the United States, 
with an assurance that Congress will co-operate in such 
other acts as will be proper for the same end.” 

The second resolution was then read. 

Mr. Firzsimons said, he was much surprised 
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how this first resolution had got through the House 
without opposition, for it was drawn in the most 
singular terms that he had ever seen. It was no 
less than a recommendation from that House to 
the Presipent that he would take care to do his 
duty. He hoped that there was no necessity for 
admonitions of that sort. Mr. F. was told that he 
was notin order, as the resolution had already 
passed. 
The second resolution was as follows: 


“ Resolved, That it be further recommended to the 
President of the United States not to permit treaties for 
the extinguishment of the Indian title to any lands to be 
holden at the instance of individuals or of States, where 
it shall appear that the property of such lands, when the 
Indian title shall be extinguished, will be in particular 
persons; and that, whenever treaties are held for the 
benefit of the United States, individuals claiming rights 
of pre-emption shall be prevented from treating with the 
Indians concerning the same ; and that, generally, such 
private claims be postponed to those of the several States, 
wherever the same may be consistent with the welfare 
and defence of the United States.” 


The Committee rose, the Chairman reported 
progress, and the House adjourned. 





Wepnespay. February 25. 


A memorial and remonstrance :f the Legisla- 
ture of the State of New Hampshire was presented 
to the House and read, praying the interference 


-aud support of Congress, in favor of the judicial 


power of the State Court, against an encroach- 
ment of the Judiciary of the United States, in re- 
versing a decree of the Supreme Judicial Court 
of the State of New Hampshire, which was ren- 
dered in a case decided before the adoption of the 
present Constitution of Government of the United 
States. 

Ordered, That the said memorial and remon- 
strance be referred to Mr. Mapison, Mr. Mur- 
ray, Mr. Boupinor, Mr. Carnes, Mr. Gitper’, 
Mr. Corr, and Mr. Harper, that they do examine 
tbe matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. 

Mr. Frrzsimons. from the committee to whom 
was committed the bill, sent from the Senate, en- 
titled “ An act to continue in force, for a limited 
time, the acts therein mentioned,” made a report ; 
which was read, and, together with the said bill, 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. Firzsimons, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill making further appropriations for 
the Military Establishment, and for the support 
of Government; which was read twice, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and read the third time 
to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
a statement exhibiting the number of officers em- 
ployed in each State in the management of the 
revenue from stills and spirits distilled in the Unit- 
ed States; as,also,a Letter from the Commissioner 
of the Revenue, relative to compensation to the 
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said officers; which were read, and together with 
the resolution of this House of the 18th instant, 
on the subject-matter thereot, ordered to be re- 
ferred to Mr. Gites, Mr. Lyman, and Mr. Suer- 
BURNE. 

Mr. W. Smirun, from the committee appointed, 
resented a bill making a conditional provision 
or the expenses of a treaty with certain Indian 
tribes; which was read twice, and committed. 

A Message was received from the PresipENntT 
or THE Unirep Srares, communicating to Con- 
ress copies of a Letter from the Governor of the 
tate of Georgia, and an Act of the Legislature 

thereof, “to ratify the resolution of Congress 
explanatory of the Judicial power of the United 
States.” 

The said Message and papers were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That the Collector of the District of 
New York be authorized to allow the drawback 
on the exportation of two thousand yellow handled 
cutlasses or sugar knives, imported in the month 
of February, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, by Brothers, Coster, and Company, 
merchants, of New York, in the ship Peggy, Zac- 
cheus Henshaw, master: Provided, The same 
shall be exported, according to law, within two 
years from the time of the importation. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in, pur- 
suant to the said resolution, and that Mr. Warts, 
Mr. Goopuue. and Mr. Wineare, do prepare and 
bring in the same. 

A message trom the Senate informed the House 
that they have passed the bill, entitled “ An act for 
the relief of Spencer Mann and Frantz Jacob 
Foltz, with an amendment ;” to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded toconsider the said amend- 
ment, and the same being read, was areed to. 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred so much of the Mes- 
sage from the PRestpenT or THE Unirep States, 
of the seventeenth instant, as relates to the dispo- 
sition of Indian lands by the Legislature of the 
State of Georgia. 

Mr. Ames said, that during the time when the 
National Debt bill was under discussion, he had 
attempted to get something introduced in favor of 
the new emission money creditors, but gentlemen 
always rose en masse against any proposal that 
would tend to obstruct the progress of the bill. 
He now again urged that this affair might be taken 
into consideration. He knew he should be told of 
a standing rule of the House, that the unfinished 
business must first be taken up. These creditors 
had waited for four years without redress, and the 
rules of the House ought to give way to common 
feeling and common sense. He therefore moved 
that the rule in question should be od 

The motion was negatived, and the House then 
went into a Committee upon the second and re- 
maining resolutions in the report of the select 
committee on the Message of the PrestDENT. 
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The following is a copy of th 
resolutions in this report: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized, whenever claims under prior contracts 
may cease to exist, to obtain a cession of the State of 
Georgia, of their claim to the whole or any part of the 
land within the present Indian boundaries; and that 

dollars ought to be appropriated to enable him to 
effect the same. 

“ Resolved, That all persons who shall be assembled, or 
embodied in arms, on any lands belonging to Indians, out 
of the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, or of the Terri- 
tory South of the river Ohio, for the purpose of warring 
against the Indians, or committing depredations upon 
any Indian town, or persons, or property, shall thereby 
become liable and subject to the rules and articles of 
war, which are, or shall be established for the govern- 
ment of the troops of the United States.” 


After some discussion, the Committee rose ; the 
Chairman reported progress, and asked leave to 
sitagain. This was negatived—yeas 33, nays 35. 

The House then took up the resolutions. Va- 
rious amendments were proposed; and the last 
resolution, in particular, was objected to, as sub- 
jecting people to martial law. 

Mr. Wapswortu ‘said, that froma trial by jury 
he had no hopes. There never had been one in- 
stance of a white man condemned and hanged by 
white men, on the frontier, for the murder of an 
Indian, since the first landing in America. There 
might be such a thing for the murder of an In- 
dian, when they lived among the whites. That 
there ever had been such a thing, he did not know. 
He had been told by Judges, upon the frontier, 
that it was no matter what evidence of a murder 
of an Indian was brought. No jury would bring 
the criminal in guilty. It was but very lately that 
a cool and unprovoked murder had been commit- 
ted on the borders of this State upon an Indian. 
The evidence was clear. Nobody pretended to 
doubt it. The Judge gave an earnest charge to 
the jury; but all to no purpose; they found “ not 
guilty.” 

Mr. Sepewick proposed an amendment to the 
last resolution, as follows: 


“ Resolved, That all persons who shall be assembled, 
or embodied in arms, on any lands belonging to Indians, 
out of the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, or of the 
Territory Soyth of the river Ohio, for the purpose of 
warring against the Indians, or of committing depreda- 
tions against any Indian town, or persons, or property, 
shall thereby become liable and subject to be taken and 


-confined by the military force of the United States, in 


such manner as to be made amenable to, and triable by 
law.” 

Ordered, That the said motion be committed 
to Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. Mapison, and Mr. Hii- 
HOUSE. 


Tuurspay, February 26. 


An engrossed bill making further appropriations 
for the Military Establishment. and for the sup- 
port of Government, was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Bearry, from the committee appointed, pre- 
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sented a bill laying a duty on carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, and repealing the former 
act for that purpose; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. Boupinor, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act establishing a Mint. and regulating the 
coins of the United States;” which was read twice, 
and ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time to-morrow. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill to repeal the second section of 
the act, entitled “ An act for allowing compensa- 
tion to the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States, and to the 
officers of both Houses.” 

And a committee was appointed, of Mr. Hearn, 
Mr. Smiie, and Mr. Macon. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the bill, sent from the Senate. 
entitled “ An act to continue in force. for a limited 
time, the acts therein mentioned ;” and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose, and-re- 
ported an amendment thereto; which was twice 
read, and agreed to by the House. The said bill, 
with the amendment, was then read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Warts, from the committee appointed, pre- 
sented a bill for extending the time relative to 
drawbacks on the exportation of certain military 
stores; which was read twice, and ordered to be 
engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the bill for the relief of Mary S. 
Jones, and others; and, after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose and reported progress. 

On the question, that this House will, to-mor- 
row, again resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House on the said bill? it passed in the 
negative. 

he House proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions reported yesterday, from the Committee of 
the Whole House, on the report of the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Message of 
the Presipent or THe Unirep Srares, of the 
seventeenth instant, as relates to the disposition 
of Indian lands by the Legislature of the State of 
Georgia; and the said resolutions being amended 
at the Clerk’s table, were agreed to by the House, 
as follows : 

ist. Resolved, That Congress will co-operate 
with the Presipent or THe Unrrep States in 
giving due effect to all such Constitutional and le- 
gal means as he shall adopt and pursue to prevent 
the infraction of the treaties made with the Indian 
tribes. 

2d. Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srares not to permit 
treaties for the extinguishment of the Indian title 
to any lands, to be holden at the instance of indi- 
viduals or States, where it shall appear that the 
property of such lands, when the Indian title shall 
be extinguished, will be vested in, or claimed by, 
particular persons: And that, whenever treaties 
are held for the benefit of the United States, indi- 
viduals claiming rights of pre-emption shall be 
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prevented from treating with the Indians concern- 
ing the same; and that, generally, such private 
claims be postponed to those of the several States, 
wherever the same may be consistent with the 
welfare and defence of the United States. 

3d. Resolved, That the Presipent oF THE 
Unirep Sates be authorized to obtain a cession 
of the State of Georgia of their claim to the 
whole, or any part, of the land within the present 
Indian boundaries. 

Ordered, That the first and second resolutions 
do lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pur- 
suant to the last resolution, and that Mr. Nicuo- 
Las, Mr. Macon, Mr. Murray, Mr. Finpbey, Mr. 
Boupinor, Mr. Ames, and Mr. SHersurne, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Mr. Sepewick, from the committee to whom 
was referred a motion of the twenty-fifth instant. 
respecting such persons as shall be assembled, or 
embodied in arms. on any lands belonging to In- 
dians, out of the ordinary jurisdiction of any State. 
or of the Territory of the United States South of 
the river Ohio, made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow. 








Fripay, February 27. 


An engrossed bill supplementary to the act, en- 
titled “An act establishing a Mint, and regulating 
the coins of the United States,” was read the third 
time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill for extending the time relative 
to drawbacks on the exportation of certain military 
stores, was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to prevent depredations on the Indians South 
of the river Ohio ;” to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

The said bill was read the first time, and oppo- 
sition being made to the same, the question was 
taken, to wit: “Shall the said bill be rejected ?” 
and resolved in the affirmative—yeas 43, nays 37, 
as follows: 


Yeras.—Theodorus Bailey, Abraham Baldwin, John 
Beatty, Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Thomas P. 
Carnes, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Gabrie! 
Duvall, Benjamin Edwards, William B. Giles, Nicholas 
Gilman, Christopher Greenup, Samuel Griffin, William 
Barry Grove, Robert Goodloe Harper, Carter B. Harri- 
son, John Heath, Daniel Heister, William Irvine, Aaron 
Kitchell, Matthew Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel 
Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alexander 
Mebane, Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph 
Neville, Anthony New, John Nicholas, Alexander D. 
Orr, John Page, Josiah Parker, Robert Rutherford, John 
Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, Zephaniah Swift, Thomas 
Tredwell, Philip Van Cortlandt, Francis Walker, and 
Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, James Armstrong, Shearjashub 
Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cadwalader, Da- 
vid Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Cait, Samuel Dexter, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Benjamin Goodhue, James Gordon, Andrew Gregg, 
Thomas Hartley, James Hillhouse, William Hindman, 
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Samuel Holten, John Wilkes Kittera, Henry Latimer,| “ Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
Amasa Learned, Francis Malbone, William Vans Mur- | atives of the United States of America in Congress 
ray, Andrew Pickens, Thomas Scott, Theodore Sedg- | assembled, That the duty of eight cents per pound, laid 
wick, John S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, George | by the act of the last session, entitled ‘An act laying 
Thatcher, John E. Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, | certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar,’ shall cease 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, Artemas Ward, John Watts, | on the last day of March, in the present year, and shall 
Paine Wingate, and Richard Winn. not thenceforth be collected; but, in lieu thereof, there 

Mr. Mapison, from the committee to whom | shall be levied and collected upon all mills employed in 
was referred the memorial and representation of the manufacture of snuff in the United States, the fol- 
the Legislature of New Hampshire, made a report; | lowing yearly rates and duties, to wit: For and upon 
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. each and every mortar contained in any mill worked by 

Mr. Nicuoxas, from the committee appointed, water, and for every pair of mill-stones employed in the 
presented a bill to authorize the Presipenr or| ™@nufacture of snuff, —— dollars; upon every pestle 
THE UNITED Srares to obtain a cession of claim | ™ 27Y mill, other than mills worked by hand, dol- 
to certain territory; which was read twice and | /@"3 Upon every pestle in any mill worked by hand, 
7 ‘tted ' dollars; and upon every mill in which snuff is 
eis el hte he Se ed manufactured by stampers and grinders, dollars 


a . . per annum.” 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, accompany- nab niet waineedepenelies ode tlee eneGen 
: P . P : o . i . ! r re Os c > SEC . 
ing a return of the exports of the United States, 


for one year, ending the thirtieth of September, aa ee Soe a Se ae ee 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; as,| 0 7; METH Sate, nan Coa aa 


also, an explanatory Letter to him, from the Com- | taken a great deal of oa learning how matters 
aletisines of ithe. Revenus:. which. wore read. and |e a, ee both from the manufacturers and 
ss , Y , c 5 © 














ordered. to lie on the table officers of excise, that alterations were equally 


A message from the Senate informed the House cet tees aus the pope A the ee 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An | @¢ the revenue. =i Chis Dill was destroyed, there 
act relative to cessions of jurisdiction in places would be the utmost inconvenience to the manu- 
where light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public — very, Sate onaese SF texranes gins 
piers, have been, or may hereafter be, erected and ay oa : Oe ee a cient. Gl slauatiind 
fixed,” with several amendments; to which they yo, Cena ow P 
desire the concurrence of this House: the Senate | ‘h€ operation exceedingly. It prevented the neces- 
have also passed a bill, entitled “An act relative | “!'Y Se eee a ee = = 
to the passing of coasting vessels between Long | SWC#™!MS Of the manulac eS eee nee 


Island and Rhode Island;” to which they desire cain coca Pa darken = en ace 
the concurrence of this House. ay: Seen 7 — - 


The bill sent from the Senate, entitled “ An act | }@4 feared, that the law would bear hard upon 
relative to the passing of coasting vessels between | PETSOMS of small capital. He understood it to'be 


> iy a maa € > ic 
Long Island and Rhode Island,” was read three a oe = eee ee sient 
times and passed. Mr. Sepvewick said, that all taxes ought to be 


A message from the Senate informed the House levied with as little trouble as possible to the per- 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An hefo who pay them. He feared that the section 
act for the relief of William Seymour;” the Se- efore the Committee might produce inequalities. 
nate have also passed a bill, entitled “ An act to The Committee may have been wrongly informed 
regulate the compensation of Clerks;” to which by tobacconists, and he could ao that these 
they desire the concurrence of the House. The| dividuals might themselves be unacquainted 
Senate have also agreed to a resolution “ author- With the'way tn which the manufacture is carried 


izing the exportation of arms, cannon, and military oe eee emi 
° : ‘ ° of ? sc < L ; 
stores, in certain cases ;” to which they desire the SS y =— 


eoneurrence of this House as much better than the original idea. 
The House proceeded to consider the amend- The motion of Mr. Corr, for striking out the 


cs , first clause, was negatived by a great majority 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled |“; pit d ae oallgmons ~ . 
“An act relative to cessions of jurisdiction in The Committee went through the other clauses 


places where light-houses, beacons, buoys, and of ‘this red a ‘bait ae aaa m = 
public piers, have been, or may hereafter be, erect- er eg . : Mw eae 2 he k ee edi. 
ed and fixed;” and the same being read, were epee Oe SERS CNS 39 Se ee 
agreed to. . me a \ that i ld 

The bill, sent from the Senate, entitled “ An ner. were es aneadah adie to as there 
act to regulate the compensation of Clerks,” was was an amendment intended to be also made in 


i > snuff-makers. 
read twice and committed. favor of the snu . 
~ oth pena The House, however, took up the bill, which 


SNUFF AND SUGAR DUTIES. was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The House then went into a Committee, Mr.} A resolution from the Senate, for a partial re- 
SHERBURNE in the.Chair, on the bill to alter and| peal of the law against the exportation of arms 
amend the act entitled, “An act laying certain | and ammunition, was read and referred toa Com- 


duties upon snuff and refined sugar.” mittee of the Whole. 
The first section of the bill was read, and isin] Mr. W. Sirs said. that he did not see the use 
these words: of resolutions for repealing bills. It would be 
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much better to strike out the word “resolved,” 
and insert “be it enacted.” 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 


The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Suersurne in the Chair, on the re- 
port of the select committee to whom had been 
referred the motion of the 25th instant, respectin 
such persons as shall be assembled, or embodie 
in arms, on any lands belonging to Indians, out of 
the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, or of the 
Territory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio. The resolutions are as follow: 


“ Resolved, That all persons who, unauthorized by 
law, may be found in arms on any lands westward of 
the lines established by treaties with the Indian tribes, 
shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding 
dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding —— 
months. 

“ Resolved, That it shall be lawful for the military 
force of the United States to apprehend every person or 
persons found in arms, as aforesaid, and him or them 
to convey to the civil authority of the United States, 
within some of the States, who shall, by such author- 
ity, be secured, to be tried in manner hereafter ex- 
pressed. 

“ Resolved, That every person apprehended, as afore- 
said, shall be tried in manner and form as is expressed 
in and by the act, entitled ‘An act to regulate trade 
and intercourse with the Indian tribes.” 





Several amendments were proposed and agreed 
to. At last, Mr. VenaBie proposed one, which 
was, in substance, that persons should not be liable 
to the operation of the law who were in pursuit 
sof Indians that had committed actual hostilities 
on the frontier. 

Mr. Sepewick paid many compliments to Mr. 
VENABLE, as a sound lawyer, who certainly knew 
that, by the inherent rights of nature, every man 
was to pursue and punish those who had robbed 
him. This was implied in the bill, and was a 
part of the law of nature, so that there could be 
no use for its insertion. 

Mr. VENABLE, in reply, declared that he was not 
so sound a lawyer as the gentleman supposed him 
to be. He was not so sound a lawyer as to dis- 
cover that there was any such implication in the 
bill as the gentleman stated. Neither was he a 
sound enough lawyer to see, that, if his amend- 
ment was really implied in the bill, there could 
be any harm in having it expressed. At present 
he could discover no such implication. On the 
contrary, he saw very plainly, that, by the resolu- 
tion as it now stood, a man whose family had been 
murdered or carried off by the savages, might, 
while pursuing them, be stopped and sent to jail. 
Mr. V., from the admission of Mr. Sepcwick him- 
self, insisted on the propriety of adopting his 
amendment. 

Mr. Hittuouse objected to the permission of 
armed individuals crossing the line, upon any pre- 
tence whatever. What use was there for expend- 
ing millions every year in defence of the frontier 
people, if they were to be at liberty to cross the 
Indian line as often as they pleased, and to do 
what was to all intents and purposes carrying on 


Indian Lands 


in Georgia. [Feprvuary, 1795, 


war? If they will fight, let us recal our forces and 
leave them to fight for themselves. Are they, for 
the stealing of a horse,or some such thing, to cross 
the line in armed bodies, and act just as they 
please? Mr. H. utterly denied the doctrine ad- 
mitted by Mr. Sepewick, that a man was author- 
ized to chastise by his own hand those who had 
injured him. Was he to be both judge and execu- 
tioner in his own case? No such thing. 

Mr. Greenvr said, that, in coming to Congress 
every year, he was obliged to pass over territories 
belonging to Indians, and he always thought it 
necessary to carry a gun. He did not see, by the 
resolution as it stood, why the military officers of 
the United States might not stop him, as well as 
other people. 

Mr. Moore objected to the clause, altogether. 
It is usual for people on the frontier to send out 
parties over the line to watch the Indians, and 
when they are coming to give notice, that the 
country may be prepared for their reception. 
Now, these people may be seized by your officers. 

Mr. FinpLey imagined it would be the best 
way to declare that there shall be no frontier. [i 
had been said by Mr. Hitiuovss, that the United 
States might withdraw their forces, and leave the 
frontier settlers to defend themselves. Did he 
imagine, that as it is, they are not kept in a per- 
— state of alarm, of exertion, and of danger ? 

here has not been a harvest for many years past 
where the people have not been called off from 
their labors, and, to their very great loss, to protect 
the frontier. This resolution not to allow a pur 
suit, would be inviting the Indians with a witness. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that this amendment. in 
reality, destroyed all that had been done or intend- 
ed. No military officer, after such an amendment. 
will run the risk of taking a man up. The pri- 
soner has only to say, “Iam in pursuit of Indians,” 
and then he must be set at liberty ; for, in the wil- 
derness, no evidence can be had to contradict him. 
The amendment, therefore, was a coup de grac: 
to the whole affair. Mr. 8. said he was personally 
extremely hurt at the constant complaints of the 
inefficiency of the defence afforded on the frontier. 
which cost annually so much to Government. 

Mr. Buiount thought that the best way would 
be, to let it be known that the whites were author- 
ized to pursue the Indians into their own country. 
and then they would stand more in awe. He 
mentioned a circumstance that happened within 
memory, to prove how much the Indians feared a 
serious attack, and how well they remembered a 
serious chastisement. Mr. B. stated that some In- 
dians had made an incursion, and were stealing 
cattle belonging to the Army, at a block-house. 
One of them was most deservedly shot, and the 
soldier had his pay stopped. 

Mr. Hittuovss said, the more that he thought of 
this amendment, the more he saw its mischievous 
consequences. It went to invert all the laws that 
had been made for the protection of the Indians; 
and, instead of being a bill to protect them from 
the whites, the resolutions would produce a bill 
to protect the whites from them. 

Mr. Smitie objected to Mr. Sepewick’s hav- 
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ing threatened that the Army of the United States | Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 


should be withdrawn from the frontiers. [He had 
made some other advances against that gentleman, 
to which Mr. Sepewick answered not loud enough 
to be heard; but at this last, he arose, and said that 
he would not sit still to hear himself thus quoted 
for affirmations of which he had never uttered a 
single word. } 

Mr. Firzsmmons really hoped that the House 
would not agree to this amendment. It would 
totally defeat all the effects proposed by the bill. 
It had been said that if a man had his family mur- 
dered, and he was in pursuit of the murderers, he 
might be stopped, by a military officer, and sent 
to jail. The answer was, that if the officer refused 
to join him in the pursuit, he would lose his com- 
mission. He sheila be sorry if those resolutions, 
which had cost so much time and labor to the 
House, were thus to be thrown away. 

The amendment was, on a division, carried— 
yeas 36, nays 28. The Committee then rose. 


Sarurpay, February 28. 

An engrossed bill to alter and amend the act, 
entitled “ An act laying certain duties upon snuff 
and refined sugar,” was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Hearn, from the committee appointed on 
the 12th of December last, respecting the settle- 
ment of the accounts of the former Government, 
and the unpaid balances due thereon, reported a 
statement of accounts which originated under the 
late Government, and which have been settled 
since the establishment of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, to the 3lst day of December, 1794; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to amend the second section of an act to erect 
a light-house on the head-land of Cape Hatteras, 
and a lighted beacon on Shell Castle Island, in 
the harbor of Ocracock, in the State of North 
Carolina ;” to which they desire the concurrence 
of this House. 

The said bill was read twice, and ordered to be 
committed to Mr. B. Bourne, Mr. Biounr, and 
Mr. War's. 

‘The Speaker laid before the House a Report 
from the Secretary of War, accompanying further 
statements in the cases of claimants to be placed 
on the list of pensioners, returned to the War Of- 
fice by the Judges of the District Courts of the 
United States, since his report of the 21st instant, 
and of the additional evidence received further to 
support certain claims, formerly stated; which 
were read, and ordered to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims,-with instructions to report 
thereon, by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Bearry at several tines had moved that 
the bill amendatory of the “act laying duties upon 
carriages for the conveyance of persons,” reported 
by him a few days since, should be taken up. The 
pressure of other more important business before 
the House prevented his motion from succeeding, 
so that this bill may be expected to stand over in 
in its present shape till next session. 
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whom were referred the reports of the Secretary 
of War, accompanying sundry statements in the 
cases of claimants to be placed on the list of pen- 
sioners returned to the War Office by the Judges 
of the District Courts of the United States, made 
a report; which wasread. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in mak- 
ing provision for the cases of the said claimants, 
respectively ; and that the Committee of Claims 
do prepare and bring in the same. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “ An 
act to authorize a grant of lands to the French in- 
habitants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned ;” to which they desire the con- 
currence of this House. 

The said bill was read twice, and ordered to be 
committed to Mr. Swirr, Mr. Scorr, and Mr. 
VENABLE. 

Mr. Sepewick, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 
* An act to regulate trade and intercourse with the 
Indian tribes ;” which was read twice, amended at 
the Clerk’s table, and, together with the amend- 
ments, ordered to be engrossed, and read the third 
time on Monday next. 


INDIAN TRADING HOUSES. 


It was moved that the House should resolve it- 
self into a Committee on the bill for establishing 
trading houses for the purpose of supplying the 
Indian nations within the territory of the United 
States. This was done accordingly, Mr. SHer- 
BURNE in the Chair. 

Mr. Gites then moved to strike out the first 
section. 

Mr. Goopuvue wished to move that the Com- 
mittee rise; to which Mr. Gites agreed. Mr. 
Goopuus then said, that his reason for this motion 
was the inattention of members to the business 
before them. To attempt going through the bill 
at present was a perfect farce. He was satisfied 
that the bill would never go through this session. 
He did not, for his own part, yet know whether it 
was proper or not. 

Mr. Parker said, that the bill had been long 
enough before the House for the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to have made himself acquainted 
with its contents and its merits. He vindicated 
the principle of the bill, as tending to conciliate 
the affections of a distressed and unhappy people, 


and as it might likewise prevent the expenses of 


awar with them. France, Britain, and Spain, 
had adopted this policy, and found the good ef- 
fects of it. He considered the bill as of the ut- 
most consequence, and, thinking so, he should use 
his utmost influence to get it passed. The ex- 
pense proposed was not great, as the affair was 
only experimental. 

Mr. Monraomery was of the same opinion 
with the gentleman who spoke last. He thought 
that the Indians had common sense enough not 
to quit allies who supplied them with articles 
which they wanted, till we also made some effee- 
tual establishment of that kind. The member 
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went on the same ground with the gentleman 
who spoke last. 

Mr. Bouprnor thought that the reason given by 
Mr. Goopuve for moving that the Committee 
should rise, viz: that gentlemen would not attend 
to their duty, was the worst imaginable. What 
did the House meet for at all? It was the duty of 
the Chair to compel them to mind their business. 
Mr. B. then referred to something which had been 
said by Mr. Swirr, who had been up just before 
Mr. Boupinor. Mr. B., in reply to this gentle- 
man, said, that he would not wish to press the 
bill this session if members did not think it proper. 
He was willing, if agreeable, to refer the matter 
for one year to the Prestpent. But there never 
would nor could be a complete peace till some- 
thing of this kind was done. The PresipEnt 
himself had told us as much. 

Mr: Gites said, that the bill could not be got 
through this session. He was willing to take the 
question either in the first way that he had moved 
it, or in any other. This was a most improper 
time of the session to bring it in. 

Mr. Murray hoped that the Committee would 
seriously attend to the first clause in the bill, and 
would not rise. He felt the shortness of the time, 
but he was willing to devote to-morrow (Sunday) 
to this subject, and he trusted that the importance 
of it would give the employment a solemnity not 
inconsistent with the day. Without a bill to es- 
tablish a well-guarded intercourse with the In- 
dians, the frontier policy will be unsystematic and 
despicable. To complete the system, it appeared 
to him that three great objects are to be embraced: 
ist. Force to protect the frontier from Indian in- 
vasion—for this the Military Establishment is 
made. 2d. A regulation, by law, that shall re- 
strain the frontier people from predatory invasion 
into the Indian country, carrying law and settle- 
ment hand in hand. 3d. The establishment of 
trading houses under the influence of the two first 
parts of the system, for the purpose of conciliat- 
ing the Indians by supplying their wants, and de- 
taching their habits of trade and their affections 
from a foreign nation. With these three points 
embraced in one system. he had no doubt but their 
co-operation would produce the great object. peace 
on the frontier. Without the last, the other parts 
of the system would be totally inefficient. 

Mr. HittHovuse said, that the House ought to 
begin at the right end of the subject, by reversing 
the vote which the Committee passed yesterday, 
authorizing the frontier people to pass the line in 
oye of the Indians as often as they pleased. 

f this was allowed, it would be impossible ever 
to keep the peace. 

On a division. shall the Committee now rise? 
it was determined in the affirmative—Yeas 35, 
nays 31. 

he question was then put by the Speaker, 
Shall the Committee have leave to sit again? It 
passed in the affirmative— Yeas 34, nays 33. 

But it was presently remarked, that some gen- 
tlemen had risen both in the yeas and nays; 
others had been without the bar. The question 
was, therefore, taken over again, and determined 
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in the negative—Yeas 36, nays 41. The bill js. 
therefore, thrown out. 


INDIAN LANDS IN GEORGIA. 


The House proceeded to consider the resoly- 
tions and amendments thereto, reported yesterday 
from the Committee of the Whole House on the 
report of the committee to whom was referred 
motion of the 25th instant, respecting such per- 
sons as shall be assembled or embodied in arms, on 
any lands belonging to Indians out of the ordi- 
nary jurisdiction o rae State, or of the territory 
of the United States South of the river Ohio: 
Whereupon, 

The first resolution being read, in the words 
following, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That all persons who, unauthorized by 
law, and with hostile intent, may be found in arms on 
any lands allotted or secured to the Indians by treaties 
between the United States and any Indian tribes, shall, 
on conviction thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding 
dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding months.” 


And the amendment thereto, reported by the 
Committee of the Whole House, to add to the 
end thereof the words, “unless it shall be in im- 
mediate pursuit of Indians who shall have recent- 
ly committed hostilities.” 

When the question was about to be taken on it, 
Mr. VENABLE rose, and pointed out the difference 
of opinion between two gentlemen who were both 
opposed to his amendment. One of them [Mr. 
Sepewick | had maintained that, when individual 
Indians, unauthorized by the rest of their tribe, 
crossed the line and committed depredations, a 
settler was, by the law of nations, authorized to 
pursue themacross the lineand toretaliate, and that 
this was implied in the bill. Mr. Hittnovse had 
materially differed from him, and agreed with 
Mr. VENABLE, in supposing that the — 80 
pursuing across the line was punishable by the re- 
solution as it stood, without the amendment. He 
then reminded the House that this frontier line 
was perhaps fifteen hundred miles long. The In- 
dians may come over any part of it, while the ci- 
tizens of the United States are not to be allowed 
to cross it one mile in pursuit. Even a man in 
pursuit of savages who may have carried off his 
wife and children, may be stopped. The amend- 
ment he regarded as essential. Military officers 
may judge on the spot whether such persons 








whom they meet beyond the line, in pursuit of 


Indians, are within the sense of the act or not. 

Mr. Ames denied that the resolution as it first 
stood took away the right of a man to pursue the 
Indians in order to recover his wife and children. 
But the amendment of Mr. VenaBLE went to le- 
galize all those acts of violence and revenge, that, 
for a century past, have deluged the frontier with 
blood. 

Mr. Lyman vindicated the inhabitants of the 
frontier. If the Indians are so unfortunate as to 
be the dupes of other nations, (viz: the Spaniards 
and British,) that is not our fault. The frontier 
people, from time to time, have done every thing 
in their power to keep them in peace. 

Mr. Hit_tuouse opposed the amendment. 
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Mr. McDowe ut said, that weekly and daily 
murders were committed by the Creeks in the 
district of Mero and in the Southwestern Terri- 
tory. Do the United States avenge these mur- 
ders? No. Do they demand back the property 
carried off? No. Instead of any satisfaction to 
the people, their characters are abused on this 
floor. The frontier people know that their hap- 

iness consists in peace, and, therefore, cultivate 
itas much as they can. He took a general view 
of the subject, and explained the insignificance cf 
the posts as at present held by the troops of the 
United States for any purpose of protection. He 
noticed the inveterate hatred of the Indians against 
the whites, and their innate thirst of blood. 

Mr. Moore went on the same grounds. 

Mr. Gives did not like the harsh style assumed 
by some gentlemen in speaking of the frontier 
settlers. An hundred years hence these people 
would preponderate over this part of the Conti- 
nent. He represented an Atlantic part of the 
Union, but, at the same time, he would carefully 
avoid any thing that might offend the Western 
people. The first settlers in this country were, 
when they first landed, frontier settlers. For his 
own part, he believed that the war between the 
whites and the Indians would be eternal. He said, 
that, from some intelligence received this day, 
there was reason to believe that a war with the 
Creeks might soon be expected. 

Mr. Wapswortu.—Gentlemen have a great 
disposition to husband our little time, and I need 
not mention their manner of doing it. He said 
that he was willing to grant protection to the fron- 
tiers, but not to give leave, as by the amendment 
proposed, for an eternal war. He thought it cal- 
culated to drive the gentlemen on each side of 
this question into such opposite extremes, that 
they would never meet again upon the subject. 
He was willing to grant any degree of protection, 
but nothing for conquest. He said that the ances- 
tors of the people now in the Atlantic part of the 
country were once frontier people, and he believed 
them to have been neither worse nor better than 
the present settlers, who are in the same situation. 
We are told of murders and robberies committed 
by the Indians; but the accounts of some of the 
officers employed by Government vary a little 
from this, and give room to suspect that there 
may be some error on both sides. He did not be- 
lieve that this amendment would pass; but, if it | 
should do so, it would widen the difference of 
Opinion in the House. 

Mr. Pace was for the amendment. 

Mr. Carnes could not conceive the reason why 
all regulations made in this House were for In- 
dians only, as if the whites were constantly the 
aggressors. He asked if the Creeks performed a 
single tittle of the treaty of New York, about 
which there had been so much parade? No. The 
only design of Indians in making a peace is to 
get presents, for these they always get. As soon 
as these are spent they commit a new set of mur- 
ders, in the hopes of another treaty. Thus they 
always have gone on, and always will go on, 
from murders to treaties, and from treaties to mur. 
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ders. Mr. C. complained that a gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Murray] had some days ago 
called the frontier people semi-savages. He hoped 
that such an expression would never again be 
used in that House. As to the treaty of New 
York, he might be told that the Creeks restored a 
number of women and children. He knew that; 
but he also knew that, before they did so, the re- 
lations of those people were obliged to put their 
hands in their pockets and pay large sums for their 
redemption, as the prisoners would not have been 
delivered up in consequence of the treaty of New 
York. This bill, without the amendment of Mr. 
VENABLE, would be an encouragement to the sa- 
vages to come over the line and murder with 
impunity. 

Mr. Scorr was entirely in favor of the amend- 
ment. If the resolution passes without the amend- 
ment houses will soon be smoking and blood run- 
ning. He believed that the subject in question 
was beyond the reach of human wisdom to regu- 
late. He thought that striking out the amend- 
ment would only encourage the Indians to come 
in a body across the line. This they were never 
afraid of doing. The only thing which they feared 
was a pursuit, and this was to be effectually pre- 
vented by striking out the amendment. Was there 
ever such a thing heard of before as that, when 
the savages have carried off a man’s wife and 
children, he must not be at liberty to pursue them? 
It would be the most frightful thing imaginable 
for the House to pass a law declaring such a pur- 
suit criminal. Mr. 8. could figure a case where 
the farm of a settler right come close to the In- 
dian line, and the Indians might stand on the 
other side of the line and shoot him, and his 
neighbors would not be at liberty to pursue the 
murderer. Mr. S. said, that in that part of the 
country where he resided (Washington county) 
nothing of this kind was to be feared, as the line 
was at a sufficient distance from the cultivated 
lands, but there were other places on the frontier 
of the United States where this might happen. 
He said that no Christian nation had a right to 
ask better terms than this amendment offered to 
the savages. Stay upon your own side of the 
line and you are safe, but, if you cross over to us, 
we snall cross over in pursuit of you. This was 
fair play. If the resolution passed without the 
amendment. Mr. 8. said that the Indians would 
immediately encamp close on their side of the 
line, and lie in watch there for whole months 
together, till they found a safe opportunity of 
crossing. 

Mr. Murray said, he would make a remark or 
two on the criticism of the gentleman from 
Georgia, who had felt affected by an expression 
of his a few days since, when he called some of 
the people of the frontier “semi-savages.” He 
did so. and he felt the expression not inapplicable. 
He confined the import of this expression exclu- 
sively to those upon the frontier who lead an un- 
stationary life—who press forward into the deeper 
wilderness, by the new waves of advancing popu- 
lation, and live the life of savages without their 
virtues. He begged leave to call the gentleman’s 
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attention to a declaration of his own last session, 
to justify this ee which he used more to 
designate a peculiar than a general character of 
the people in the region to which he applied it. 
The gentleman said, he did not value the lives of 
one hundred Indians as much as the life of one 
white man, or words to that extent. [This was 
in a debate just before the close of the last session. 
The words of Mr. Carnes were, “I would not 

ive the life of one white man for that of fifty 

ndians.”| Mr. Murray said, he had two points 
always in his view when the frontier was a sub- 
ject in that House—protection to the frontier 
against the hostility of the Indians, and restraint 
upon the whites to prevent the occasions of war 
against the savages. He had given every testi- 
mony to the first by supporting every measure for 
their defence ; that he represented a district per- 
fectly beyond the danger of the Indians, was proof 
that he was actuated in his votes for apprupria- 
tion and force by no other motive than that which 
belonged to every man there who supported the 
great principle of Government, that the whole 
must protect the parts. He wished to see such a 
system established, combining these two points, 
as would give complete protection against the In- 
dians, and yet restrain the whites from violating 
peace. He wished to see the day when the arms 
of the Government might, without a crime, strike 
a whole tribe, if that tribe or its members waged 
war on the frontiers. But, to do this, it was ne- 
cessary to _— our relative situation so as that 
justice might be secured. He wished to adopt a 
regulation like the present, to prevent our fellow- 
citizens from the gratification of private revenge, 
the source from whence so much blood is shed. 
In order to justify exemplary punishment on In- 
dian tribes, you must first be in a situation to re- 
strain the whites from doing injustice to them. 
‘You must do what all nations have done, when, 
from the general or local state of civilization, pri- 
vate war disturbs public tranquility—you must 
restrain the right of private war, by placing the 
power of vengeance out of the reach of indivi- 
duals, and in the hands of Government. Nor did 
this idea go at all to restrain that unalienable 
= of resistance against imminent danger, 
which was sanctioned by the law of nature. The 
picture drawn by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. Scorr,] with his accustomed ability and 
force, was certainly an interesting one—were an 
encampment of Indians to be heard in the woods 
near a settlement, after any evidence of hostility, 
he did not doubt but the neighbors would be per- 
fectly justifiable in changing the scene of blood 
from the cottage to the camp—if the amendment 
which actually arms all the passions of revenge 
with the rights of law, be rejected, you will at- 
tain one of the great objects of frontier policy— 
the ability to restrain the right of private war, 
from which public war arises as a consequence. 
The Government will, when this ability to restrain 
is complete, become responsible for the protection 
of the whites against the savages. Until that is 
accomplished, he did not believe Government 
could, either in justice or policy, expend treasure 
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or use force, when uncertain of the justice of the 
cause. He therefore hoped that the amendment 
would be rejected. 

Mr. Finpiey was for the amendment, and 
mentioned several examples to prove the cruelty 
and perfidy of the Indians. ; 

The amendment itself was in these words: 
“Unless it shall be in immediate pursuit of the 
Indians who have recently committed hostilities.” 

Mr. Mapison did not think the question expli- 
cit; he, therefore proposed another, which was to 
prevent the pursuers from coming within a certain 
number of miles of an Indian town. He was ex- 
tremely doubtful whether his amendment or any 
other would effectually answer the end proposed. 
He was convinced that no lawof any kind would 
be able to hinder people from crossing the line in 
pursuit of Indians, who might have carried off 
their families. 

Mr. Harper said, that however little time the 
House had to spare, and however long the dis- 
cussion might have been, he could not help tres- 

assing on their patience for a short time to de- 
fiver his sentiments, as he thought himself toler- 
ably acquainted with the subject. He expressly 
denied that the Indians ever committed any mur- 
der without previous provocation. The process 
is shortly this: An Indian crosses the line and 
steals a horse. And as long as Indians exist they 
will always steal horses. The man to whom the 
horse belonged collects as many of his neighbors 
as he thinks sufficient, pursues the Indian, and, not 
contented with recovering his horse, he kills the 
thief. The Indians, who have no such sacred 
ideas of property, immediately come over the 
line, and in revenge murder a number of innocen' 
a Indian murders are not unprovoked. 

hey are not of that stamp. Mr. H. considered 
the amendment of Mr. VeNnaBLE as a source of 
endless confusion. Any man, if it passed, might 
cross the Indian line as often as he thought pro- 
per, and say that he was in pursuit of Indians with 
prisoners. I undertake, (said he,) if you will 
give me an hundred dollars, to go to the frontier 
and get a witness who will come into a Court of 
Justice and swear that on such a day ten Indians 
came over the line in arms. Mr. H. said he was 
personally acquainted with the frontiers. He had 
a high respect for the inhabitants, there were 
many very worthy people among them, but like- 
wise many others of a very different kind. This 
amendment will set open a door to all sorts of 
fraud and mischief. Mr. H. honored the senti- 
ments of patriotism that gave rise to it, but he 
could not possibly agree to the propriety of its 
insertion. 

Mr. Wuire, the member from the Southwestern 
Territory, said, that he had to complain of the 
slaughter of near four hundred citizens under the 
auspices of your Government. He felt himself 
much affected, and as to the doctrine of Indian 
killing, only in retaliation, he denied it altogether. 
The love of blood was hereditary inthem. When 
the gentleman says that with an hundred dollars 
in his pocket, he can find ten men on the frontiers— 
[Mr. Harper explained, that he only said he could 
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find a witness.] Well, (said Mr. W.) if the gen- 
tleman did not mean a reflection on the frontiers, 
he meant nothing at all. I know not how well 
the gentleman may be practised in the arts of sub- 
ornation, but I myself know of nosuch man. [Mr. 
Harper.—lI expected the gentleman would con- 
fine himself to a decent answer.] Mr. W. pro- 
ceeded to observe that no man acquainted with 
the frontiers would have made any such assertion 
as the gentleman had done. He was likewise ex- 
tremely surprised at the gentleman from Maryland, 
for having persisted in affirming that many of the 
frontier people were semi-savages. 

The yeas and nays were now taken on the 
amendment which was lost by a majority of 7— 
yeas 39, nays 46, as follows: 


Yras.—James Armstrong, Theodorus Bailey, Abra- 
ham Baldwin, Thomas Blount, Thomas P. Carnes, 
Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, William J. Daw- 
son, George Dent, Samuel Dexter, Gabriel Duvall, 
Benjamin Edwards, William Findley, Christopher 
Greenup, William B. Grove, George Hancock, Carter 
B. Harrison, John Heath, William Irvine, Matthew 
Locke, William Lyman, Nathaniel Macon, Joseph Mc- 
Dowell, Alexander Mebane, William Montgomery, 
Andrew Moore, Peter Muhlenberg, Joseph Neville, 
Anthony New, Alexander D. Orr, John Page, Thomas 
Scott, John Smilie, Thomas Sprigg, Thomas Tredwell, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Abraham Venable, Francis Wal- 
ker, Richard Winn, and Joseph Winston. 

Nays.—Fisher Ames, John Beatty, Elias Boudinot, 
Shearjashub Bourne, Benjamin Bourne, Lambert Cad- 
walader, David Cobb, Peleg Coffin, Joshua Coit, Henry 
Dearborn, Thomas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel 
Gilbert, Nicholas Gilman, Henry Glenn, Benjamin 
Goodhue, James Gordon, Robert Goodloe Harper, James 
Hillhouse, William Hindman, Samuel Holten, John 
Hunter, Aaron Kitchell, John Wilkes Kittera, Amasa 
Learned, James Madison, Francis Malbone, William 
Vans Murray, Nathaniel Niles, Andrew Pickens, Theo- 
dore Sedgwick, John 8S. Sherburne, Jeremiah Smith, 
Israel Smith, William Smith, Zephaniah Swift, George 
Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, Jonathan Trumbull, John E. 
Van Allen, Peter Van Gaasbeck, Peleg Wadsworth, 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, John Watts, Benjamin Wil- 
liams, and Paine Wingate. 


Mr. Gites, who had been in the House during 
the whole debate, had gone out just before the 
question was put, and returning immediately after 
the names had been called. asked leave to vote. 
The rule of the House was read by the Speaker, 
which is, that no member shall vote who was not 
present at putting of the question. Mr. G. onthis 
account was not allowed a vote. 

Mr. Carnes then moved to amend the said re- 
solution by adding to the end thereof the follow 
ing words: 

“ Unless it shall be in continuation of a pursuit to a 
distance not exceeding — miles beyond the line of 
the particular Indians who shall have recently commit- 
ted murder, or may be carrying off captives or plunder.” 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

The said resolution, as amended, was then again 
read, and agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That all persons who, unauthorized 
by law, and with hostile intent, may be found in 
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arms on any lands allotted or secured to the In- 
dians by treaties between the United States and 
any Indian tribes, shall, on conviction thereof, 
forfeit a sum not exceeding dollars, and be 
imprisoned not exceeding months, unless 
it shall be in continuation of a pursuit toa dis- 
tance not exceeding miles beyond the line 
of the particular Indians who shall have recently 
committed murder, or may be carrying off cap- 
tives or plunder. 

The second resolution being again read, and 
amended, was, on the question put thereupon, 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That it shall be lawful for the mili- 
tary force of the United States to apprehend every 
person or persons found in arms as aforesaid, and 
him or them to convey to the civil authority of 
the United States within some one of the States, 
who shall, by such authority, be secured to be tried 
in manner and form as is provided in and by the 
act, entitled “An act to regulate trade and inter- 
course with the Indian tribes:” Provided, That 
no person shall be confined, after his arrest, and 
before his removal, more than ——— days. 

Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in pure 
suant to the said resolutions, and that Mr. Sepe- 
wick, Mr. Mapison, and Mr. Hit_uovuss, do pre- 
pare and bring in the same. 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill. entitled “An 
act making further provision for the support of 
Public Credit, and for the redemption of the Pub- 
lie Debt,” with amendments; to which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments; and the same being read, 

A motion was made to strike out the section 
proposing an additional half per centum to the 
holders of the Foreign Debt, if they should sub- 
scribe the same to the Domestic Debt, so as to 
make the principal and interest payable at the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. Heisrer observed, that he should vote for 
striking out that section ; that doing so would not 
derange the other parts of the bill, asevery other 
provision in it would be complete without this 
section. He was anxious to have it stricken out, be- 
cause he conceived it was making a most important 
change in the system of our Debt, a change which, 
if by experience we should find injurious,it would 
be out of our power to remedy. He confessed 
there was an inconvenience and expense in re- 
mitting such large sums as the interest of our 
Foreign Debt and instalments to Europe; but 
asked, if that inconvenience would be remedied by 
paying at the Treasury of the United States, and 
whether subscribing it here really made it Domes- 
tic Debt ? If it did, he should think it well worth 
half a per centum in addition to the present rate 
of interest; but that, he said, would not be the 
case; the money was still owned in Europe, and 
must go there, remit it who will, and therefore he 
conceived that the effect of the proposed alteration 
in the Debt would be no other than this: that 
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instead of the United States remitting upon the 
best possible terms they can, a private concern in 
Europe would be enabled to remit as they pleased, 
and for which they would be well paid; for one- 
half per cent. added to the present interest, is, 
according to the different loans, from ten to twelve- 
and-a-half per cent. on the gross sums to be remit- 
ted; and that in times of peace they might remit 
specie at an expense of two-and-a-half per cent., 
and make a profit of from seven to ten per cent. 
Why, said he, cannot our own Treasury Depart- 
ment make this remittance, and save the ditier- 
ence, when it may be convenient to ship money, 
and that of this we ought always to be able to 
judge ourselves? 

e did not, however, dread this as the greatest 
evil; he found a greater to both the agricultural 
and mercantile interests of the country. 

It was, he said, well known that a single concern 
(he meantthe Willinks, Van Staphorsts, &c., mer- 
chants of Amsterdam) were the directors of the 
chief of our loans in Europe, and that the interest 
they had to receive upon the Foreign Debt alone 
amounted to between five and six hundred thou- 
sand dollars annually ; and that besides this they 
were the directors of very large purchases made, 
and perhaps still making, of our Domestic Debt, 
which they had organized, and now conducted in 
the nature of a bank, so that we could not in either 
case expect the subscriptions of individual holders 
of our Debt, and that See eeL this would be 
no inducement for them to remove here. If, there- 
fore, that Debt was subscribed at all, it would be 
by these directors. He believed that the command 
of such enormous sums of money to be received 
by a single house annually from this country, 
would be dangerous to our trade; for, by the bare 
dread ot our banks and moneyed institutions where 
the public money is kept, that these sums might be 
drawn out for exportation, they would be obliged 
to narrow their discounts so as very much to re- 
strain our exporters in their purchases and prices. 
He confessed he did not believe it would injure 
the Middle States, whose produce would find a 
market in the West Indies, as well as in Europe, 
as much as it would those States whose rice and 
tobacco solely depended on the European market, 
and was more an object for remittance. For if 
the agents of those gentlemen should make a point 
of keeping down the price of the articles they 
wanted to purchase, that might be effected by 
drawing largely on the Treasury, so as to produce 
a scarcity of cash at the time of their coming to 
market. This, ne believed himself, might be ex- 

cted from people who do everything by calcu- 

ation. For, as the interest is to be paid to the 
individual money-lender in Holland but once a 
year, and by this plan it is to be paid here quarter- 
yearly, the remittance may be made to the direct- 
ors in good time, either in specie, produce, or bills, 
at the pleasure of the receivers; that, although it 
might cost the Treasury, as had been stated, near 
ten per cent. to remit bills, it ought to be consi- 
dered that when the merchant sells his bills high, 
it enters into the price of the articles he purchases, 
so that what is lost to the Treasury is got by the 
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seller of the produce: that these reasons induced 
him to hope the motion to strike out the section 
would prevail. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

After some discussion, the amendments were 
agreed to, with an additional amendment upon 
those of the Senate. 


INTERCOURSE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS. 


The following confidential Message was re- 
ceived from the Prestpent or THE Unirep 
STATES: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 


In my first communication to Congress, during their 
present session, I gave them reason to expect that “ cer- 
tain circumstances of our intercourse with foreign na- 
tions” would be transmitted to'them. There was, at 
that time, every assurance for believing that some of the 
most important of our foreign affairs would have been 
concluded, and others considerably matured, before they 
should rise. But, notwithstanding I have waited until 
this moment, it has so happened that, either from causes 
unknown to me, or from events which could not be con- 
trolled, I am yet unable to execute my original inten- 
tion. That I may, however, fulfil the expectation given, 
as far as the actual situation of things will in my judg- 
ment permit, I now, in confidence, lay before Congress 
the following general statement. 

Our Minister near the French Republic has urged 
compensation for the injuries which our commerce has 
sustained from captures by French cruisers, from the non- 
fulfilment of the contracts of the agents of the Republic 
with our citizens, and from the embargo at Bordeaux. 
He has also pressed an allowance for the money voted 
by Congress, for relieving the inhabitants of St. Domin- 
go. It affords me the highest pleasure to inform Con- 
gress that perfect harmony reigns between the two 
Republics, and that those claims are in a train of being 
discussed with candor, and of being amicably adjusted. 

So much of our relation to Great Britain may depend 
upon the result of our late negotiations in London, that, 
until that result shall arrive, I cannot undertake to make 
any communication upon this subject. 

After the negotiation with Spain had been long de- 
pending, unusual and unexpected embarrassments were 
raised to interrupt its progress. But the Commissioner 
of His Catholic Majesty, near the United States, having 
declared to the Secretary of State, that if a particular 
accommodation should be made in the conducting of 
the business, no further delay would ensue, I thought 
proper, under all circumstances, to send to His Catholic 
Majesty an Envoy Extraordinary, specially charged to 
bring to a conclusion the discussions which have been 
formerly announced to Congiess. 

The friendship of Her Most Faithful Majesty has been 
often manifested in checking the passage of the Algerine 
corsairs into the Atlantic Ocean. She has also furnished 
occasional convoys to the vessels of the United States, 
even when bound to other ports than her own. We 
may therefore promise ourselves, that as, in the ordinary 
course of things, few causes can exist for dissatisfaction 
between the United States and Portugal, so the temper 
with which accidental difficulties will be met on each 
side, will speedily remove them. 

Between the Executive of the United States and the 
Government of the United Netherlands, but little inter- 
course has taken place during the last year. It may be 
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acceptable to Congress to learn that our credit in Hol- 
land is represented as standing upon the most respecta- 
ble footing. 

Upon the death of the late Emperor of Morocco an 
agent was despatched to renew, with his successor, the 
treaty which the United States had made with him. The 
agent unfortunately died, after he had reached Europe, 
in the prosecution of his mission. But, until lately, it 
was impossible to determine, with any degree of proba- 
bility, who of the competitors for that empire would be 
ultimately fixed in the supreme power. Although the 
measures which have been since adopted, for the re- 
newal of the treaty, have been obstructed by the dis- 
turbed situation of Amsterdam, there are good grounds 
for presuming, as yet, upon the pacific disposition of 
the Emperor in fact, towards the United States, and 
that the past miscarriage will be shortly remedied. 

Congress are already acquainted with the failure of 
the Loan, attempted in Holland, for the relief of our un- 
happy fellow-citizens in Algiers. This subject, than 
which none deserves a more affectionate zeal, has con- 
stantly commanded my best exertions. I am happy, 
therefore, in being able to say, that, from the last an- | 
thentic accounts, the Dey was disposed to treat for a 
peace and ransom, and that both would, in all proba- | 
bility, have been accomplished, had we not been disap- 
pointed in the means. Nothing which depends upon 
the Executive shall be left undone, for carrying into 
immediate effect the supplementary act of Congress. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

Unrrep States, February 28, 1795. 





The Message was read, and ordered to lie for 
consideration. 


Monpay, March 2. | 

An engrossed bill supplementary to the act, en- 
titled “An act to regulate trade and intercourse | 
with the Indian tribes,” was read the third time, | 
amended, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, disa- 
greeing to the amendment of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the bill for the support of Public 
Credit and the redemption of the Public Debt. ' 
The Senate receded from their own amendments | 
at the same time, so that the bill stands as it was 
originally agreed to. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented, according to order, a bill authorizing | 
and directing the Secretary of War to place cer- 
tain persons, therein named on the pension list; | 
which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed. 
and read the third time to-day. 

Mr. Bensamin Bourne, from the committee to 
whom was committed the bill sent from the Se- 
Late, entitled “An act to amend the second sec- 
tion of the act for erecting a lighted beacon on 
Shelleastle Island, in the harbor of Ocracock, in 
the State of North Carolina,” made a report; 
which was read. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said bill be rejected. 

The House then went into a Committee on the 
bill authorizing the Prestpenrr to obtain the ces- 
sion of certain lands in the State of Georgia. 

After the bill had been partly read, it was ob- 
served by Mr. Biounrt, that this was not the one 
which had been moved for. The bill which had 
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been wanted was then taken up, and it was that, 
“making conditional provision for the expenses of 
a treaty with certain Indian tribes.” This was the 
bill respecting the back lands of South Carolina. 
It was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Secretary of War, enclosing extracts of 
lettersand documents from Major General Wayne, 
and from James Seagrove, agent of Indian affairs 
for the Creek nation; which were read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom were referred sundry reports of the Secre- 
tary of War, accompanying statements in the cases 
of claimants to be placed on the list of pensioners, 
returned to the War Office by the Judges of the 
District Courts of the United States, made a re- 
port; which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom were 
referred the Letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the twenty-fifth ultimo, enclosing 


| a statement exhibiting the number of officers em- 


ployed in the management of the revenue from 
stills and spirits distilled within the United States; 
as also a Letter from the Commissioner of the Re- 


| venue on the subject of compensation to the said 


officers, made a report; which was read. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay before the next Congress such 
a statement of the internal revenues as will ascer- 
tain, with precision, the nett product thereof, and 
the expense of collection ; and that he also reporta 
list of all the officers employed in that service, and 
the compensations allowed to each of them. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the resolution sent from the 
Senate, authorizing the exportation of arms, can- 
non, and military stores, in certain cases ; and, af- 


| ter some time spent therein, the Committee rose, 
|and reported the said resolution, with an amend- 


ment; which was twice read, and agreed to by 
the House. The said resolution, with the amend- 
ment, was then read the third time, and passed. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNirep Srares: 

Ger.tlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

It appears, from information which I have lately re- 
ceived, that it may be probably necessary to the more 
successful conduct of our affairs on the coast of Bar- 
bary, that one Cousul should reside in Morocco, an- 


| other in Algiers, and a third in Tunis or Tripoli. As 


| no appointment for these offices will be accepted with- 
| out some emolument annexed, I submit to the consider- 
ation of-Congress whether it may not be advisable to 
| authorize a stipend to be allowed to two Consuls for 
| that coast in addition to the one already existing. _ 
G. WASHINGTON. 

| Wyxrren States, March 2, 1795. 

The said Message was read, and ordered to be 
referred to Mr. Sepewicx, Mr. Bouptnot, and 
Mr. Parker; that they do examine the matter 

| thereof, and report the same, with their opinion 
| thereupon, to the House. 












tee af ia 


& 
e 
E 
Fa 


een" 


ieee eens 
pees eee a 


Pisani ae 





The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the bill sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled “An act to regulate the compensa- 
tion of clerks ;” and, after some time spent there- 
in, the Committee rose, and reported the bill, with 
an amendment; which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the House. The said bill, with the amend- 
ment, was then read the third time, and passed. 

A Message was received from the PRestpENT 
or THE Unitrer States, with copies of a Letter 
from the Governor of the State of Delaware, and 
of an Act, enclosed, “declaring the assent of that 
State to an amendment therein mentioned to the 
Constitution of the United States.” The said 
Message and papers were read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act for continuing and regulating the Military 
Establishment of the United States, and for re- 

aling sundry acts heretofore passed on that sub- 
ject,” with sundry amendments; to which they 
desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded toconsider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

The Speaker laid before the House a Letter 
from the Treasurer of the United States, accom- 

anying his account of receipts and expenditures 
or the War Department, from the first day of 
September to the thirty-first day of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, in- 
clusive; which were read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Sepewick, from the committee to whom 
was referred the Message from the PresipENT oF 
THE Unirep Srares, of this day, respecting the 
appointment of Consuls, made a report; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act for the more effectual recovery of debts due 
from individuals to the United States,” with seve- 
ral amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. The Senate have disagreed 
to the amendment proposed by this House to the 
resolution’ “authorizing the exportation of arms, 
cannon, and military stores, in certain cases.” 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the more effectual recovery of debts 
due from individuals to the United States,” and 
the same being read, were agreed to. 

An engrossed bill laying duties on carriages for 
the conveyance of persons, and repealing the for- 
mer act for that purpose, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the Letter and report from the 
Secretary of War, of the twenty-eighth ultimo, 
accompanying a further statement in the cases of 
claimants to be placed on the list of pensioners, 
which lay on the table, be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

Mr. Swirt, from the committee to whom was 
committed the bill sent from the Senate, entitled 
“ An act to authorize a grant of lands to the French 
inhabitants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes 
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therein mentioned,” reported that the Committee 
had had the said bill under consideration, and 
made no amendment tbereto. The bill was read 
the third time, and passed. 


DUTY ON CARRIAGES. 


The House next went into a Committee on the 
bill for repealing the act laying duties on carriages 
for persons. 

Mr. Bouptnor proposed, as an amendment, that 
no carriage should be taxed that is not worth 
twenty-five dollars. 

Mr. Firzsimons was against introducing amend- 
ments in the present situation of the House, when, 
if a gentleman really had objections to a bill, he 
cannot be heard. He did not like to leave it to 
the discretion of collectors, who, perhaps, never 
saw a carriage before, to put a value upon one. 
He wished the matter to stand as it is, for the pre- 
sent, till there can be further experience. This 
amendment was rejected. 

The Committee then rose and reported ; and the 
House went through the bill, which was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


INTERCOURSE WITH THE INDIANS. 


Mr. Firzsimons brought in and read a resolu- 
tion, that the Presipent be authorized to buy 
goods, this season, for supporting an intercourse 
with the Indians. 

Letters were then called for and read, from Ge- 
neral Wayne, and from Mr. Seagrove, agent, 
among the Creek Indians. The latter, in strong 
terms, recommended that something of this kind 
should be done. It was observed in one of his 
letters that Spaniards do everything in their pow- 
er to stir up the Indians to mischief. 

Mr. Montreomery hoped that so much would 
be done as might serve to put the matter on a foot- 
ing of experiment. He wished that the Presi- 
DENT might be trusted in the mean time with it, 
and then the next Congress will be better able to 
judge. If the Indians go to the British to buy 

oods, they will still be under British influence. 
t is as clear as a sun-beam, that the establishment 
of atrade must be the foundation of amity. A 
bill was ordered to be brought in. 


EXPORTATION OF ARMS. 


The House proceeded to reconsider their amend- 
ment disagreed to by the Senate to the resolu- 
tion authorizing the exportation of arms, can- 
non, and military stores in certain cases con- 
nected with the commercial interests of the Unit- 
ed States, and for public purposes only. There was 
added a proviso, that there should be none sent to 
the Dominions or Territories of any of the Euro- 
pean Powers now at war. 

Mr. Dayton moved to strike out this proviso. 

Mr. Sepewick thought thai it was a proper one. 
but he was not at liberty to speak fully on this 
subject. He feared that, if this proviso was not 
insert:d, the House might be involved in a quar- 
rel with some of the belligerent Powers. 

Mr. Gives thougit that the proviso would put 
the House intoa situation laughable enough. The 
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law that prohibits the exportation of arms expires 


in June next. Now, if it is necessary to put this 
proviso into the present bill, for fear of offending 
foreign nations, it will also be necessary to pro- 
long that act, or otherwise it may be still said that 
we violate the neutrality. There is no design of 

rolonging the act, and for that reason it is need- 
loss to insert the proviso. 

Mr. Mapison was of opinion, with hiscolleague, 
[Mr. Gives,]| that the proviso would “narrow our 
national rights.” Besides, even the passing of the 
proviso is worth nothing, for we may send mili- 
tary stores to Hamburg, and from thence they 
may be transported to any of the nations at war. 

Mr. Goopnve saw this matter in a particular 
light. This exportation was Governmental, and, 
if a man-of-war meets this vessel, the proviso 
will prevent any jealousy. 

A motion for striking it out was carried—Ayes 
35, noes 30. 

The Committee then rose, and reported. The 
question on the amendment was put. 

Mr. B. Bourne hoped that this amendment 
would not be agreed to. It might have serious 
consequences. . 

Mr. Sevewick.—If the amendment itself has 
any meaning. it is authorizing the Presipent to 
send military stores to nations at war. 

Mr. Gites did not see the use of so much deli- 
cacy. The military stores are for a nation that is 
actually at war, and that, as Mr. G. believed, al- 
ways will be at war. 

‘he amendment was carried. It was then 
moved to strike out the word “resolved,” and to 
put into its place, “be it enacted.” This was 
agreed to. The resolution was thus turned into 
a bill. 

Mr. Harper again moved to get into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the report of the select 
committee, as to surveying the coasts. 

The motion was negatived. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 

The bill empowering the Secretary of War to 
place certain persons therein named on the invalid 
pension list, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. CurisTie was against the immediate pass- 
ing of this bill, as he could not be certain, from 
want of time to examine it, whether all the per- 
sons named in it, were entitled to a pension. 

Mr. Tracy noticed that he had sat up late for 
several nights in order to bring it to a completion; 
and was anxious that it should pass. He men- 
tioned this attention, not to claim any merit from 
having done his duty, but to show that the bill 
had really been considered. It was mentioned by 
another member, that some invalids, who were 
highly meritorious, had been omitted, and that, 
therefore, it would be better to defer the bill till 
next session, when these might be included. 

Mr. Frrzstmons said, that not to pass this bill 
would be the greatest disgrace that ever befel the 
House. The poor people had waited year after 
year, and at last, when it was ready to pass, their 
claims were postponed for another nine months 
certain, and nobody could tell how much longer. 
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And then, upon a motion made and seconded, 
the House adjourned until seven o’clock P. M. 


Seven o’ctock, P. M., Monpay, March 2. 


Mr. Dearzory, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of the merchants and 
mariners of Wiscasset, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, made a report ; which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, noti- 
fying that they had receded from their amend- 
ment, as to the bill for the exportation of arms. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “An 
act to alter and amend the act, entitled ‘ An act 
laying certain duties upon snuffand refined sugar,” 
with several amendments; to which they desire 
the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the more general promulgation of the laws 
of the United States,” with several amendments; 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House. 

The House proceeded toconsider the saidamend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 


CESSION OF GEORGIA LANDS. 


It was then moved that the House should go 
into a Committee, on the bill to authorize the 
PRESIDENT to obtain the cession of certain Terri- 
tories in Georgia, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Sepewick moved that the House rise and 
report the bill. 

Mr. Frrzsimons wanted to know the meaning 
of the words in the bill, “by purchase, or other- 
wise.” If the Presipent is to buy the right from 
the State of Georgia to the lands which they 
claim, we ought to make provision for it. What 
is the meaning of the words ? 

Mr. Swirr said, that this bill for the Georgia 
lands was an unlimited thing. No man had a 
higher opinion than himself of the PresipENT, but 
it was improper to grant such extensive powers. 
The House think the State of Georgia wrong in 
having claimed this land. It will be still more 
extraordinary in us to propose to buy what they 
have not a right to sell. We ought to declare at 
once, that the lands belong to the United States, 
and not to give any such indefinite power which 
might offend our constituents. He was ready to 
allow the Georgians payment of any expense 
which they might have been at in defending it 
from the Indians, and nothing else. 

Mr. Ames imagined that it would require a 
wheelbarrow load of documents and papers to de- 
termine whether these lands were the property of 
the State of Georgia, or not. In the last night but 
one of a session, there was not time for entering 
into the discussion of the right. He thought it 
would be good policy to agree to the resolution 


— 
eee Sees 


ferme gE green A eT SOR 








1279 





There was, however, an interim danger of persons 
who claim the lands going and taking them by 
force, and thus bringing the United States into 
another war ten times more bloody than the pre- 
sent. He should deplore the disappointment, if 
the bill did not pass. 

Mr. Sepewick had an amerdment which was 
for empowering the Presipenr to give dol- 
lars for the cession. 

Mr. Harper imagined that, to fill up the blank, 
would be attended with insuperable difficulties. 
It would be much better to let it stand as it was. 
To fix the price before you attempt to make the 
bargain, is quite wrong. We have not informa- 
tion sufficient to know what sum it will be pru- 
dent to give. We cannot, at this time, appoint a 
committee to inquire. He advised to refer it to 
the Secretary of the Treasury to report to next 
Congress. The fixing a price would be destroy- 
ing the responsibility of the Executive. He aan 
shelter himself under a vote of the House as hay- 
ing fixed the sum. He was satisfied that the Ex- 
ecutive has abundance of reasons for trying to 
make the bargain as cheaply as he can, but this 
resolution would destroy the principle of respon- 
sibility. We had been ‘old that the Georgians 
have not a right to the: + ands, and therefore that 
it was improper toatteamp purchase from them. 
In the second place, that, if we had acquired such 
a right, it would be useless, because we have too 
much land already. With regard to the former, 
Mr. H. went into a long historical detail to prove 
that Georgia actually has a right to the lands in 
question. He wished that the land did belong to 
the United States, and wished that it might be 
bought. We are not to suppose this a mere vision- 
ary claim. It is a legal claim, and extends over 
thirty millions of acres of the finest lands in the 
world, and most admirably situated both for com- 
merce and emigration. It might, every foot of it, 
be made worth half a dollar, or a dollar, per acre. 
Its settlement would tend to open the navigation 
of the Mississippi. These thirty millions of aeres 
have been sold to certain adventuring companies, 
at five hundred thousand dollars. If the purchasers 
themselves had completed their rights, he would 
advise the repurchase from them. 

Mr. Dayton liked the amendment better than 
the original resolution. He proposed an amend- 
ment which was not distinctly heard. He was 
sensible of the value of time. The Senate are 
waiting for the resolution of this House. He said 
that, in this bill, there had been omitted a tract of 
land forty miles square, formerly purchased from 
the Natchez. He feared that this affair might in- 
volve the States in a war with the Creeks, the 
most formidable tribe of the Indians. 

Mr. Sepewick said, that his amendment had 
been amended. We understood that it now in- 
cluded the tract of forty miles square, purchased 
from the Natchez. 

Mr. McDowe .t hoped that the bill would not 
pass at all. It was a subject of so much intricacy 
that it could not be discussed at present. He did 
not think that it would be very honorable in the 
Government, if the sale was actually completed, 
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to embarrass the purchasers of the lands, till they 
should be forced to give up their right. ; 

Mr. Finocey liked the resolution better without 
the amendment. 

A member recommended not fixing any sum, 
but striking it out of the amendment. If the sum 
is too low, we shall not get the land. If too high, 
we may be sure that the State of Georgia will not 
part with it for one farthing less than the whole 
sum mentioned in the bill. No gentleman can, at 
present, guess what the land is worth. 

Mr. Boupinor was for limiting the sum. 

Mr. Kirrera requested that the question might 
be taken. 

Mr. McDowe.t moved that the Committee rise, 
as they had not sufficientinformation for proceed- 
ing. The motion was negatived. 

The amendment of dollars was finally re- 
jected. The bill was reported to the House with 
amendments—agreed to,and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and stood— 
yeas 41, nays 24, as follows: 

Yras.—Fisher Ames, Theodorus Bailey, Abraham 
Baldwin, Lemuel Benton, Thomas P. Carnes, David 
Cobb, Peleg Coffin, William J. Dawson, George Dent, 
Samuel Dexter, Gabriel Duval, William Findley, Tho- 
mas Fitzsimons, Dwight Foster, Ezekiel Gilbert, James 
Gordon, Daniel Heister, William Hindman, Samuel! 
Holten, John Hunter, William Irvine, John Wilkes 
Kittera, Amasa Learned, Matthew Locke, Francis Mal- 
bone, Andrew Moore, William Vans Murray, John 
Page, Andrew Pickens, Theodore Sedgwick, John 8. 
Sherburne, John Smilie, Jeremiah Smith, William 
Smith, Thomas Sprigg, George Thatcher, Uriah Tracy, 
Jonathan Trumbull, Philip Van Cortlandt, Peleg Wads- 
worth, and John Watts. 

Nays.—Thomas Blount, Elias Boudinot, Lambert 
Cadwalader, Gabriel Christie, Thomas Claiborne, Joshua 
Coit, Jonathan Dayton, Christopher Greenup, William 
B. Grove, Carter B. Harrison, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
James Hillhouse, Aaron Kitchell, William Lyman, Na- 
thaniel Macon, James Madison, Joseph McDowell, Alex- 
ander Mebane, Nathaniel Niles, Israel Smith, Zepha- 
niah Swift, Thomas Tredwell, Paine Wingate, and Jo- 
seph Winston. 


PROMULGATION OF THE LAWS. 


The House then went into a Committee on the 
petition of Edmund Hogan, and the report of the 
select committee was read. 

Mr. W. Smiru said, that the mere promulga- 
tion of the laws was not sufficient. It was pro- 
per that the speeches also should be printed. Some- 
thing in this way had been attempted by the print- 
ers of newspapers in this city. Mr. 8. had neither 
inclination nor oceasion to cast reflections on any 
of the persons appointed to take the debates. But 
there had been considerable discontents in various 
parts of the Union on this account, from misrepre- 
sentations contained in the newspapers. ‘There 
was a strong necessity for more accuracy. The 
statements had been extremely incorrect. 

Mr. Dex'rer followed on the same ground. He 
said that the newspapers contained a torrent ol 
abuse and misrepresentation, as to what passed in 
the House. 
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Mr. Hitiuovse observed, that it would be tri- 
fling to direct any person skilled in stenography 
to apply to the Secretary of State, for the Secre- 
tary was not empowered to make any agreement 
with him; and after persons had put themselves 
to, perhaps, a great deal of trouble in applying, the 
House would, very likely, next session, refuse the 
scheme. It was wrong, therefore, to publish any 
invitation, till an establishment was actually made. 

Mr. Ciarporne said, that this would be an en- 
cyclopedie of printing—a thing, of which the 
House never would see an end. To this it was 
answered, that, as to the expense, the House might 
make themselves easy, for the printers of newspa- 
pers would be glad to get them to print by way of 
news. 

Mr. GitgertT proposed, as an amendment, that 
the reporter should finish his debates every even- 
ing, and lay them before the House next morning; 
and that after the Clerk had read the minutes, the 


House should go into a Committee to correct the | 


manuscript of the reporter. 
The report as it stood was agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be re- | 


Juested to receive proposals from any person or 
persons skilled in the art of stenography, or capa- 
ble of reporting debates with accuracy, and to re- 
port the same to this House, at the commence- 
ment of thé next session, with his observations 
and opinion respecting the qualification of the said 
person or persons for the said duty, to the end that 
this House may be enabled to appoint one or more 
persons as officers of the House, for the valuable 
purpose above mentioned. 

The Committee rose. and on a division of the 
House, there were—Ayes 28, noes 26. 

The House then, at half past ten in the even- 
ing, adjourned till Tuesday. 


Tvuespay, March 3. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘ An act es- 
tablishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States,” with several amendments; to 
which they desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee of Claims, to 
whom were yesterday referred a Letter and Re- 
port from the Secretary of War, of the twenty- 
eighth ultimo, accompanying a further statement 
in the cases of claimants to be placed on the list 
ge sien made a report; which was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. ; 

The House proceeded to consider the report 
made yesterday by the Committee of Claims, to 
whom were referred sundry reports from the Se- 
cretary of War, accompanying statements in the 
cases of claimants to be placed on the list of pen- 
sioners ; and the said report being amended, was 
agreed to by the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the return of invalid pensioners 
from the District of New Hampshire, by Samuel 
Tenney, William Parker, junior, and Ephraim 
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Robinson, under a commission from John Sulli- 
van, iate Judge of the said District, which con- 
tains only an abstract of the testimony, be re- 
turned by the Secretary of War to the District 
Judge of New Hampshire. for the purpose of 
giving an opportunity to return the testimony re- 
specting the invalids contained in the said report, 
according to the requisitions of law. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report to the House of Representa- 
tives, at the next session, a tariff of duties on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States, proportioned to the rates of duties 
now imposed by law, with his opinion on such other 
matters as may be necessary for the improvement 
of the revenue arising from impost and from dis- 
tilled spirits and stills. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill, entitled “ An 
act making provision for the purposes of treaty 
and of trade with the Indians,” with sundry 
amendments; to which they desire the concur- 
rence of this House. 

The House proceeded toconsider the said amend- 
ments, and, the same being read, were agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the Message from the Presi- 
DENT OF THE Unirep Srares, of the seventeenth 
ultimo, as relates to the communications from the 
Governor of the Territory of the United States 
South of the river Ohio, be discharged from the 
consideration of the same, and that it be recom- 
mitted to Mr. Frrzsimons, Mr. Maptson, and Mr. 
Biounr. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have postponed to the next session 

of Congress, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
| “An act authorizing and directing the Secretary 
| of War to place certain persons therein named on 
| the pension list.” The Senate have agreed to a 
resolution “relative to the title to certain lands 
situate in the Southwestern parts of the United 
States;” to which they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

The House proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and, the same being read, as follows: 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and hereby 
is, requested to give directions to the Attorney Gene- 
ral to collect, digest, and report to the Senate, the char- 
ters, treaties, and other documents, relative to, and ex- 
planatory of, the title to the land situate in the South- 
western parts of the United States, and claimed by cer- 
tain companies, under a law of the State of Georgia, 
passed the seventh day of January last, namely: a 
tract of land claimed by James Gunn, Matthew McAl- 
lister, and George Walker, and their associates; also, a 
tract of land claimed by Nicholas Long, Thomas Glas- 
cock, Ambrose Gordon, and Thomas Cumming, and 
their associates; also, a tract of land claimed by John 
B. Scott, John C. Nightingale, and Wade Hampton, 
and their associates; and, also, a tract of land claimed 
by Zachariah Cox and Matthias Maher, and their asso- 
ciates.” 


| 
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A motion was made and seconded, to amend 
the said resolution, by striking out, in the fifth 
line, the word “ Senate,” and inserting, in lieu 
thereof, the words “next Congress.” And on the 
question thereupon, it was resolved in the affirm- 
ative. 

The said resolution, as amended, was again 
read, and agreed to by the House. 


REVISION OF THE LAWS. 


Mr. Dexrer laid a resolution on the table nearly 
in the following words: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to con- 
sider and report on the propriety of revising the laws 
of the United States, inflicting capital and other infa- 
mous punishments, and of repealing the same in cer- 
tain cases.” 

Mr. D. said, that he laid the resolution on the 
table, hoping that gentlemen would consider the 
subject as important enough to command some 
share of their attention during the recess. That 
the existing laws were so severe as to give impu- 
nity to some crimes in the Eastern States, that 
grand jurors would reluctantly present offenders, 
and even jurors on trial often acquit them impro- 
perly ; that he had known a single instance in 
which an offender despised a trial from a confi- 
dence that no evidence could induce the jury to 
convict him. Mr. D. further observed, that he had 
long been convinced, that the present punish- 
ments were introduced when the rights of men 
were little understood, and less regarded; that 


they were unjust and barbarous in principle, and | 


mischievous in practice, as it is not difficult to 
show that they have a direct tendency to produce 
the very crimes they are intended to prevent ; and 
that justice, humanity, and even policy, call loudly 
for a reform. If reasoning should be distrusted, 
at least facts and actual experiment ought to con- 
vince: That such facts had long existed both in 
Europe and America, as to place it beyond doubt, 
that savage laws will always make a savage peo- 
ple; that the change of things in Portugal, and 
particularly in Lisbon, which had lately taken 
place, was another proof in addition to many 
others; that the danger of assassination and rob- 
bery there had been well known, that the abolition 
of sanguinary punishments there lately had abol- 
ished the crimes; and that he had been informed 
by a most respectable gentleman just arrived from 
there that the midni ht traveler is now as safe in 
Lisbon as in Philadelphia. 

Mr. D. was not unacquainted with the fears of 
some very good men, that mitigating punishments 
would produce an inundation of crimes, especially 
in large cities; but he said experience hind utsowra 
that no such danger existed; the best citizens of 
poraae had objected from similar fears, but they 
had happily discovered that such fears were 
groundless. A Legislature ought to dare to do 
right, and trust events to Heaven. Moral good 
cannot produce natural evil as its ordinary fruit. 

Mr. D. concluded by observing, that if he should 
not be a member of the next Congress, he hoped 
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some gentleman would think the subject impor- 
tant enough to be attended to—at least he should 
have done his duty—and the resolution would 
show the opinion of one of the sovereign people, 
that the criminal code ought to te amended, and 
he doubted not that the future servants of the pub- 
lic would due respect to it. 

Ordered, That the Transylvania Company ,com- 
monly called Richard Henderson and Company, 
who presented a memorial to this House on the 
sixth day of January last, have leave to withdraw 
the same. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate 
to inform them that this ouse, having completed 
the business before them, are now about to adjourn 
without day; and that the Clerk of this House do 
go with the said message. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have appointed a committee, on 
their part, jointly, with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of this House, to wait on 
the Fasano or THE Unirep States, and in- 
form him that Congress is ready to adjourn with- 
out day, unless he may have any further commu- 
nications to make to them. 

The House proceeded to consider the said mes- 
sage: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That this House doth agree to the 
resolution of the Senate for the appointment of a 
Joint Committee of the two Houses, to wait on 
the Presipent oF THE Unrrep Srares, and in- 
form him of the intended recess of Congress ; and 
that Mr. Boupinor, Mr. Sepa@wick, and Mr. 
TRUMBULL, be of the committee appointed on the 
part of this House. 

On a motion made and seconded, 


“That the thanks of this House be presented to 
Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, in testimony of their 
approbation of his conduct in discharging the arduous 
and important duties assigned him while in the Chair :” 


It was resolved unanimously : Whereupon, Mr. 
SPEAKER made his acknowledgments to the House 
in manner following : 


“ GenTLemMeEN : I feel myself highly honored by this 
distinguished mark of your approbation of my conduct 
in the station you were pleased to assign unto me ; and 
although I am conscious that my feeble efforts do not 
merit so precious a reward, yet permit me to assure you 
that it has made a lasting impression on my mind, and 
I shall ever esteem it with the most unfeigned. satisfac- 
tion. 

“ Gentlemen, I sincerely thank you; may every hap- 
piness attend you; may you long continue to enjoy the 
confidence of your fellow-citizens; and may you meet 
with their just applause of having deserved well of your 
country.” 


Mr. Boupinort, from the Joint Committee ap- 
ointed to wait on the PresipeNnT or THE UNITED 
TATES and inform him of the intended recess of 

Congress, reported that the Committee had per- 
formed that service, and that the Presipen’ sig- 
nified to them that he had no further communica- 
tion to make during the present session: W-here- 
upon, Mr. Speaker adjourned the House sine die. 





























APPENDIX 


TO THE HISTORY OF THE THIRD CONGRESS, 


COMPRISING THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING DURING THAT CON- 
GRESS, AND THE PUBLIC ACTS PASSED BY IT. 


PROCLAMATION OF NEUTRALITY. | INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COLLECTORS OF 
ni THE CUSTOMS. 


By THE Presipent or THe Unirep States OF | Puitapsupnia, August 4, 1793. 
AMERICA, 


: ‘ | Srr:—It appearing that repeated contraventions 

A PROCLAMATION. | of our aehen ity have soles sites in the ports of 

Whereas it appears, that a state of war exists | the United States, without having been discovered 

between Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, Great Britain, | in time for prevention or remedy, I haveit in com- 

and the United Netherlands, on the one part; and | mand from the President to address to the Collee- 

France, on the other; and the duty and interest | tors of the respective districts a particular instruc- 
of the United States require, that they should with | tion on the subject. 


sincerity and good faith adopt and pursue acon-| Itis expected that the Officers of the Customs 
duct friendly and impartial towards the bellige-| in each district will, in the course of their official 
rent Powers: | functions, have a vigilant eye upon whatever may 





I have, therefore, thought fit, by these presents, | be passing within the ports, harbors, creeks, inlets, 
to declare the disposition of the United States to | and waters, of such districts, of a nature to conira- 
observe the conduct aforesaid, towards those Pow- | vene the laws of neutrality, and, upon discovery 
ers respectively; and to exhort and warn the citi- | of any thing of the kind, will give immediate no- 
zens of the United States carefully to avoid all | tice to the Governor of the State, and to the at- 
acts and proceedings whatsoever, which may in | torney of the judicial district comprehending the 
any manner tend to contravene such disposition. | district of the customs within which any such con- 

And I do hereby also make known, that whoso- | travention may happen. 
ever of the citizens of the United States shallren-| To assist the judgment of the officers on this 
der himself liable to punishment or forfeiture un- | head, | transmit herewith a schedule of rules eon- 
der the Law of Nations by committing, aiding, or | cerning sundry particulars which have been adopt- 
abetting, hostilities against any of the said Powers ; | ed by the President, as deductions from the laws 
or by carrying to any of them those articles which | of neutrality, established and received among na- 
are deemed contraband by the modern usage of Na-| tions. Whatever shall be contrary to these rules 
tions, will not receive the protection of the United | will, of course, be to be notified as above men- 
States, against such punishment or forfeiture ; and | tioned. 
further, that Ihave given instructions to those; There are some other points which, pursuant 
officers to whom it belongs, to cause prosecutions | to our treaties, and the determination of the Ex- 
to be instituted against all persons who shall, with- | ecutive, I ought to notice to you. 
in the cognizance of the Courts of the United| If any vessel of either of the Powers at war 
States, violate the Law of Nations, with respect | with France should bring or send within your dis- 
to the Powers at war, or any of them. trict a prize made of the subjects, people, or pro- 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of| perty of France. it is immediately to be notified to 
the United States of America to be affixed to| the Governor of the State, in order that measures 
these presents, and signed the same with my hand. | may be taken, pursuant to the 17th article of our 

Done at the City of Philadelphia, 22d day of| treaty with France, to oblige such vessel and her 
April, 1793, and of the Independence of the United | prize, or such prize, when sent in without the cap- 


States of America the seventeenth. turing vessel, to depart. 
G. WASHINGTON. No privateer of any of the Powers at war with 
By the President : France, coming within a district of the United 


T. Jerrerson. | States, can, by the 22d article of our treaty with 
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France, enjoy any other privilege than that of 
purchasing such victuals as shall be necessary 
for her going to the next port of the Prince or 
State from which she has her commission. If 
she should do any thing beside this, it is immedi- 
ately to be reported to the Governor, and the at- 
torney of the district. You will observe, by the 
rules transmitted, that the term privateer is un- 
derstood not to extend to vessels armed for mer- 
chandise and war, commonly called with us let- 
ters of marque, nor, of course, to vessels of war 
in the immediate service of the Government of 
either of the Powers at war. 

No armed vessel which has been or shall be 
originally fitted out in any port of the United 
States, by either of the parties at war, is hence- 
forth to havean asylum inany district of the United 
States. If any such armed vessel shall appear 
within your district, she is immediately to be no- 
tified to the Governor, and attorney of the dis- 
trict, which is also to be done in respect to any 
prize that such armed vessel shall bring or send 
in. At foot is a list of such armed vessels of the 
above description as have hitherto come to the 
knowledge of the Executive. 

The purchasing within, and exporting from the 
United States, by way of mirehtagiion, articles 
commonly called contraband, being generally war- 
like instruments and military stores, is free to all 
the parties at war, and is not to be interfered 
with. If our own citizens undertake to carry 
them to any of those parties, they will be aban- 
doned to the penalties which the laws of war au- 
thorize. 

You will be particularly careful to observe, and 
to notify as directed in other instances, the case 
of any citizen of the United States who shall be 
found in the service of either of the parties at war. 

In case any vessel shall be found in the act of 
contravening any of the rules or principles which 
are the ground of this instruction, she is to be re- 
fused a clearance until she shall .ave complied 
with what the Governor shall have decided in 
reference toher. Care, however, isto be taken in 
this, not unecessarily or unreasonably to embarrass 
trade, or to vex any of the parties concerned. 

In order that contraventions may be the better 

ascertained, it is desired that the chose who shall 
first go on board any vessel arriving within your 
district, shall make an accurate survey of her 
then condition as to military equipment, to be 
forthwith reported to you; and that, prior to her 
clearance, a like survey be made, that any trans- 
gression of the rules laid down may be ascer- 
tained. 
But, as the propriety of any such inspection of 
a vessel of war in the immediate service of the 
Government of a foreign nation is not without 
question in reference to the usage of nations, no 
attempt is to be made to inspect any such vessel, 
till further order on the point. 

The President desires me to signify to you his 
most particular expectation, that the instruction 
contained in this letter will be executed with the 
greatest vigilance, care, activity, and impartiality. 
Omissions will tend to expose the Government to 
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injurious imputations and suspicions, and propor- 
tionably to commit the good faith and peace of 
the country—objects of too much importance not 
to engage every proper exertion of your zeal. 
With consideration, I am, sir, &c. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 

1. The original arming and equipping of vessels 
in the ports of the United States, by any of the 
belligerent parties, for military service, oflensive 
or defensive, is deemed unlawtul. 

2. Equipments of merchant vessels, by either 
of the belligerent parties, in the ports of the 
United States, purely for the accommodation of 
them as such, is deemed lawful. 

3. Equipments in the ports of the United States, 
of vessels of war in the immediate service of the 
Government of any of the belligerent parties, 
which, if done to other vessels, would be of a 
doubtful nature, as being applicable either to com- 
merce or war, are deemed lawful; except those 
which shall have made prize of the subjects, peo- 
ple, or property of France, — with their 
prizes into the ports of the United States, pursu- 
ant to the 17th article of our treaty of amity and 
commerce with France. : 

4. Equipments in the ports of the United States, 
by any of the parties at war with France, of ves- 
sels fitted for merchandise and war, whether with 
or without commissions, which are doubtful in 
their nature as being applicable either to com- 
merce or war, are deemed lawful; except those 
which shall have made prize, &c. 

5. Equipments of any of the vessels of France, 
in the ports of the United States, which are doubi- 
ful in their nature as being applicable to com- 
merce or war, are deemed lawful. 

6. Equipments of every kind, in the ports of the 
United States, of privateers of the Powers at war 
with France, are deemed unlawtul. 

7. Equipments of vessels in the ports of the 
United States, which are of a nature solely adapt- 
ed to war, are deemed unlawful; except those 
stranded or wrecked, as mentioned in the 18th ar- 
ticle of our treaty with France, the 16th of our 
treaty with the United Netherlands, the 9th of our 
treaty with Prussia; and, except those mentioned 
in the 19th article of our treaty with France, the 
17th of our treaty with the United Netherlands, 
the 18th of our treaty with Prussia. 

8. Vessels of either of the parties, not armed, 
or armed previous to their coming into the ports 
of the United States, which shail not have in- 
fringed any of the foregoing rules, may lawfully 
engage or enlist therein their own subjects or citi- 
zens, not being inhabitants of the United States; ex- 
cept privateers of the Powers at war with France, 
and except those vessels which shall have made 
prize, &c. 


Report A the Secretary of State, on the Privileges 
and Restrictions on the Commerce of the United 
States in Foreign Countries. 

Puivave.puia, Dec. 16, 1793. 
_ Sir: According to the pleasure of the House of 
Representatives, expressed in their resolution o! 
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February 23, 1791, I now lay before them a Re- 
port on the Privileges and Restrictions on the 
Commerce of the United States in Foreign Coun- 
tries. In order to keen the subject within those 
pounds, which I supposed to be under the contem- 
plation of the House, I have restrained my state- 
ments to those countries only, with which we 
carry on a commerce of some importance, and to 
those articles alsc of our produce, which are of 
sensible weight in the scale of our exports; and 
eyen these articles are sometimes grouped to- 
gether, according to the degree of favor or restric- 
tion with which they are received in each coun- 
try, and that degree expressed in general terms, 
without detailing the exact duty levied on each 
article. 

To have gone fully into these minutie, would 
have been to copy the tariffs and books of rates 
of the different countries, and to have hidden un- 
der a mass of detail, these general and important 
truths, the extraction of which in a simple form, 
I conceived, would best answer the inquiries of 
the House, by condensing material information 
within those limits of time and attention which 
this portion of their duties may justly claim. 
The plan, indeed, of minute details, would have 
been impracticable with some countries for want 
of information. 

Since preparing this Report, which was put into 
its present form, in time to have have been given 
in to the last session of Congress, alterations of 
the conditions of our commerce with some foreign 
nations have taken place, some of them indepen- 
dent of the war, some arising out of it. France 
has proposed to enter into a new treaty of com- 
merce with us on liberal principles; and has, in 
the meantime, relaxed some of the restraints men- 
tioned in the report. Spain has, by an ordinance 
of June last, established New Orleans, Pensacola, 
and St. Augustine, into free ports, for the vessels 
of friendly nations having treaties of commerce 
with her, provided they touch for a permit at Cor- 
eubion in Gallicia, or at Alicant; and our rice is 
by the same ordinance excluded from that country. 

he circumstances of the war have necessarily 
given us freer access to the West India islands, 
whilst they have also drawn on our navigation 
vexations and depredations of the most serious 
nature. 

To have endeavored to describe all these would 
have been as impracticable as useless, since the 
scenes would have been shifting while under de- 
scription. I therefore think it best to leave the 
report as it was formed, being adapted to a particu- 
lar point of time, when things were in their set- 
tled order, that is to say, to the Summer of 1792. 

I have the honor to be, with the most profound 
respect, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, TH. JEFFERSON, 
To the Speaker of the House of 


Representatives of the United States of America. 


The Secretary or Stars, to whom was referred by the 
House of Representatives the Report of a Committee 
on the written Message of the President of the United 
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Commercial Privileges and Restrictions. 









have their chief commercial intercourse are, Spain, 
Portugal, France, Great Britain, the United Ne- 
therlands, Denmark, and Sweden, and their Ame- 
rican possessions ; and the articles of export which 
constitute the basis of that commerce, with their 
respective amounts, are— 


Breadstuff, that is to say, bread-grains, 


Tobacco - - - - - - 4,349,567 
Rice - - - - - - - 1,753,796 
Wood - - - - - - 1,263,534 
Salted fish - - - - - 941,696 


Pot and pearl ash - - - - 



































































States, of the 14th of February, 1791, with instruc- 
tion to report to Congress the nature and extent of 
the Privileges and Restrictions of the Commercial 
Intercourse of the United States with Foreign Na- 
tions, and the measures which he should think proper 
to be adopted, for the improvement of the Commerce 
and Navigation of the same, has had the same under 
consideration, and thereupon makes the following 


Report : 
The countries with which the United States 


the annual 


- $7,649,887 


meals, and bread, to 
amount ol - - - 


839,093 


Salted meats® - - - - - 599,130 


Indigo - - - - - - 537,379 
Horses and mules~ - - - - 339,753 


Whale oil - - - - - 
Flaxseed - - - - - 
Tar, pitch, and turpentine - - 
Live provisions - - - - 
Ships - : - - - - 


Foreign goods” - - - - 


252,591 
236,072 
217,177 
137,743 


620,274 


To descend to articles of smaller value than 
these, would lead into a minuteness of detail nei- 
ther necessary nor useful to the present object. 

The proportions of our exports, which go to the 
nations before mentioned, and to their dominions, 
respectively, are as follows: 
To Spain and its dominions” - - $2,005,907 
To Portugal and its dominions - 1,283,462 
To France and its dominions” - - 4,698,735 
To Great Britain andits dominions - 9,363,416 
To the United Netherlands and their 

dominions . - - - - ‘ 
To Denmark and its dominions 224,415 
To Sweden and its dominions - 47,240 


Our imports from the same countries are— 


1,963,880 


To Spain and its dominions - - $335,110 
To Portugal and its dominions - 595,763 
To France and its dominions’ - - 2,068,348 


To Great Britain and itsdominions - 15,285,428 
To the United Netherlands and their 

dominions - - - - - 
To Denmark and its dominions - 351,394 
To Sweden and its dominions - 14,325 

These imports consist mostly of articles on 
which industry has been exhausted. 


1,172,692 


Our navigation depending on the same com- 
merce will appear by the following statement of 
the tonnage of our own vessels entering in our 
ports, from those several nations, and their posses- 
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sions, in one year, that is to say, from October, 
1789, to September, 1790, inclusive, as follows: 


Tons. 
Spain BY BR re ee 
Portugal - - - - = = 23,576 
France ikem ice - - + 119,410 
Great Britain a ee see 
United Netherlands - - - - 58,858 
Denmark - - - - - = 14,655 
Sweden - ee wa 750 


Of our commercial objects, SPAIN receives fa- 
vorably our bread-stuff, salted fish, wood, ships, 
tar, pitch, and turpentine. On our meals, however, 
as well as on those of other foreign countries, when 
re-exported to their colonies, ~ have lately im- 
posed duties of from half a dollar to two dollars 
the barrel, the duties being so proportioned to the 
current price of their own flour, as that both to- 

ether are to make the constant sum of nine dol- 
ars per barrel. 

They do not discourage our rice, pot and pearl 
ash, salted provisions, or whale oil; but these ar- 
ticles being in small demand at their markets, are 
carried thither but in a small degree. Their de- 
mand for rice, however, is increasing. Neither 
tobacco nor indigo are received there. Our com- 
merce is permitted with their Cangry islands un- 
der the same conditions. 

Themselves and their colonies are the actual 
consumers of what they receive from us. 

Our navigation is free with the kingdom of 
Spain—foreign goods being received there in our 
ships on the same conditions as if carried in their 
own, or in the vessels of the country of which 
such goods are the manufacture or produce. 

PORTUGAL receives favorably our grain and 
bread, salted fish and other salted provisions, wood, 
tar, pitch, and turpentine. 

For flaxseed, pot, and pearl ash, though not dis- 
couraged, there is little demand. a 

Our ships pay twenty per cent. on being sold to 
their subjects, and are then free bottoms. 

Foreign goods (except those of the East Indies) 
are received on the same footing in our vessels as 
in their own, or any others; that is to say, on 
general duties of from twenty to twenty-eight per 
cent., and, consequently, our navigation is unob- 
structed by them. Tobacco, rice, and meals, are 
prohibited. 

Themselves and their colonies consume what 
they receive from us. 

These regulations extend to the Azores, Ma- 
deira, and the Cape de Verd Islands, except, that 
in these, meals and rice are received freely. 

FRANCE receives favorably our breadstuff, 
rice, wood, pot, and pearl ashes. 

A duty of five sous the quintal, or nearly four 
and an half cents, is paid on our tar, pitch, and 
turpentine. Our whale oils pay six livres the 
quintal, and are the only foreign whale oils admit- 
ted. Our indigo pays five livres the quintal; their 
own two and an fralf; but a difference of quality, 
still more than a difference of duty, prevents its 
seeking that market. 

Salted beef is received freely for re-exportation ; 
but if for home consumption, it pays five livres 


the quintal. Other salted provisions pay that duty 
in all cases, and salted fish is made lately to ay 
the prohibitory one of twenty livres the weintal. 

Our ships are free to earry thither all foreign 
goods, which may be carried in their own or any 
other vessels, except tobaccoes not of our own 
growth; and they participate with theirs the ex- 
clusive carriage of our whale oils and tobaccoes, 

During their former Government our tobacco 
was under a a ape but paid no duties; and 
our ships were freely sold in their ports and con- 
verted into national bottoms. The first National 
Assembly took from our ships this privilege, 
They emancipated tobacco from its monopoly, but 
subjected it to duties of eighteen livres and fifteen 
sous the quintal, carried in their own vessels, and 
twenty-five livres, carried in ours—a difference 
more than equal to the freight of the article. 

They and their colonies consume what they re- 
ceive from us. 

GREAT BRITAIN receives our pot and pear! 
ashes free, while those of other nations pay a duty 
of two shillings and three pence the quintal. There 
is an equal distinction in favor of our bar iron— 
of which article, however, we do not produce 
enough for our own use. Woods are free from 
us, whilst they pay some small duty from other 
countries. Indigo and flaxseed are free from all 
countries. Our tar and pitch pay 11d. sterling the 
barrel. From other alien countries they pay about 
a penny and a third more. 

Our tobacco, for their own consumption, pays 
ls. 3d. sterling the pound, custom and excise, be- 
sides heavy expenses of collection. And rice, in 
the same case, pays 7s. 4d. sterling the hundred 
weight ; which, rendering it too dear as an article 
of common food, it is consequently used in very 
small quantity. 

Our salted fish, and other salted provisions, ex- 
cept bacon, are prohibited. Bacon and whale oils 
are under prohibitory duties; so are our grains, 
meals, and Cok as to internal consumption, un- 
less in times of such scarcity as may raise the 
price of wheat to 50s. sterling the quarter, and 
other grains and meals in proportion. 

Our ships, though purchased and navigated by 
their own subjects, are not permitted to be used 
even in their trade with us. 

While the vessels of other nations are secured 
by standing laws, which cannot be altered but by 
the concurrent will of the three branches of the 
British Legislature, in carrying thither any pro- 
duce or manufacture of the country to which they 
belong, which may be lawfully carried in any ves- 
sels, ours, with the same prohibition of what is 
foreign, are further prohibited by a standing law 
(12 Car. 2, 18, § 3) from carrying thither all and 
any of our domestic productions and manufac- 
tures. A subsequent act, indeed, has authorized 
their Executive to permit the carriage of our own 
productions in our own bottoms at its sole discre- 
tion; and the permision has been given from year 
to year by proclamation, but subject every mo- 
ment to be withdrawn on that single will; in 
which event, our vessels having any thing on 
board, stand interdicted from the entry of all 
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British ports. The disadvantage of a tenure 
which may be so suddenly discontinued, was ex- 
perienced by our merchants on a late occasion,* 
when an official notification that this law would 
be strictly enforced, gave them just apprehensions 
for the fate of their vessels and cargoes despatched 
or destined to the ports of Great Britain. The 
Minister of that Court, indeed, frankly expressed 
his personal conviction that the words of the Order 
went farther than was intended, and so he after- 
wards officially informed us; but the embarrass- 
ments of the moment were real and great, and the 
possibility of their renewal lays our commerce to 
that country under the same species of discourage- 
ment as to other countries where it is regulated 
by a single legislator; and the distinction is too 
remarkable not to be noticed, that our navigation 
is excluded from the security of fixed laws, while 
that security is given to the navigation of others. 

Our vessels pay in their ports 1s. 9d. sterling per 
ton, light and Trinity dues, more than is paid by 
British ships, except in the port of London, where 
they pay the same as British. 

The greater part of what they receive from us 
is re-exported to other countries, under the useless 
charges of an intermediate deposite, and double 
voyage. From tables published in England, and 
composed as is said from the books of their custom- 
houses, it appears that of the indigo imported 
there in the years 17737475, one-third was re- 
exported ; and from a document of authority, we 
learn that, of the rice and tobacco imported there, 
before the war, four-fifths were re-exported. We 
are assured, indeed, that the quantities sent thither 
for re-exportation since the war, are considerably 
diminished, yet less so than reason and national 
interest would dictate. The whole of our grain 
is re-exported when wheat is below 50s. the quar- 
ter, and other grains in proportion. 

The UNITED NETHERLANDS prohibit 
our pickled beef and pork, meals and bread, of all 
sorts, and lay a prohibitory duty on spirits distilled 
from grain. 

All other of our productions are received on 
varied duties, which may be reckoned on a me- 
dium at about three per cent. 

They consume but a small proportion of what 
they receive. The residue is partly forwarded 
for consumption in the inland parts of Europe, 
and partly reshipped to other maritime countries. 
On the latter portion they intercept between us 
and the consumer so much of the value as is ab- 
sorbed by the charges attending an intermediate 
deposite. 

Foreign goods, except some Kast India articles, 
are received in vessels of any nation. 

Our ships may be sold and naturalized there, 
with exceptions of one or two privileges, which 
somewhat lessen their value. 

DENMARK lays considerable duties on our 
tobacco and rice carried in their own vessels, and 
half as much more if carried in ours; but the ex- 
act amount of these duties is not perfectly known 





* April 12, 1792. 
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SWEDEN receives favorably our grains and 


meals, salted provisions, indigo, and whale oil. 


They subject our rice to duties of sixteen mills 


the pound weight, carried in their own vessels, 
and of forty per cent. additional on that, or 22 4-10 
mills, carried in ours, or any others. 
rendered too dear as an article of common food, 
little of it is consumed with them. 
sume some of our tobaccoes, which they take cir- 
cuitously through Great Britain, levying heavy 
duties on them also; their duties of entry, town 
duties, and excise, being $4 34 the hundred 


Being thus 


They con- 


weight, if carried in their own vessels, and of 


forty per cent. on that additional, if carried in our 
own or any other vessels. 


They — altugether our bread, fish, pot 
ashes, flaxseed, tar, pitch, and turpen- 


foreign manufactures. 
Under so many restrictions and prohibitions, 


our navigation with them is reduced almost to 


nothing. 
With our neighbors, an order of things much 


harder presents itself: 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL refuse to those parts 


of America which they govern all direct inter- 
course with any people but themselves. 
commodities in mutual demand, between them 
and their neighbors, must be carried to be ex- 


The 


changed in some port of the dominant country ;. 
and the transportation between that and the sub- 


ject State must be in a domestic bottom. 


FRANCE, by a standing law, permits her 
West India possessions to receive directly our 
vegetables, live provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, 
and turpentine, rice, and maize, and prohibits our 
other breadstuff ; but a suspension of this prohibi- 
tion having been left to the Colonial Legislatures, 
in times of scarcity, it was formerly suspended 
occasionally, but latterly without interruption. 

Our fish and salted provisions (except pork) 
are received in their islands under a duty of three 
Colonial livres the quintal, and our vessels are as 
free as their own to carry our commodities thither, 
and to bring away rum and molasses. 

GREAT BRITAIN admits in her islands our 
vegetables, live provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, 
and turpentine, rice, and breadstuff, by a procla- 
mation of her Executive, limited always to the 
term of a year, but hitherto renewed from year to 
year. She prohibits our salted fish, and other 
salted provisions. She does not permit our ves- 
sels to carry thither our own produce. Her vessels 
alone may take it from us,and bring us in exchange 
rum, molasses, sugar, coffee, cocoa nuts, ginger, 
and pimento. There are, indeed, some freedoms 
in the island of Dominica, but, under such cir- 
cumstances, as to be little used by us. In the 
British Continental Colonies, and in Newfound- 
land, all our productions are prohibited, and our 
vessels forbidden to enter their ports. Their Go- 
vernors, however, in times of distress, have power 
to permit a temporary importation of certain ar- 
ticles in their own bottoms, but not in ours, 
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Our citizens cannot reside as merchants or fac- 
tors within any of the British plantations, this be- 
ing expressly prohibited by the same statute of 
r Car. 2, c. 18, commonly called the Navigation 

ct. 

In the DANISH AMERICAN possessions a 
duty of five per cent. is levied on our corn, corn- 
meal, rice, tobacco, wood, salted fish, indigo, 
horses, mules, and live stock ; and of ten per cent. 
on our flour, salted pork, and beef, tar, pitch, and 
turpentine. 

n the American islands of the UNITED 
NETHERLANDS and SWEDEN our vessels 
and produce are received, subject to duties, not so 
heavy as to have been complained of; but they 
are heavier in the Dutch possessions on the Con- 
tinent. 

_ To sum up these Restrictions so far as they are 
important : 

1. In Evrope.—Our breadstuff is at most times 
under prohibitory duties in England, and con- 
siderably dutied on re-exportation from Spain to 
her colonies. 

Our tobaccoes are heavily dutied in England, 
Sweden, and France, and rrohibited in Spain and 
Portugal. 

Our rice is heavily dutied in England and Swe- 
den, and prohibited in Portugal. 

Our fish and salted provisions are prohibited in 
England, and under prohibitory duties in France. 

Our whale oils are prohibited in England and 
Portugal. 

And our vessels are denied naturalization in 
England, and of late in France. 

2. In ras West Inpies.—All intercourse is 
prohibited with the possessions of Spain and Por- 
tugal. 

Our salted provisions and fish are prohibited by 
England. 

Our salted pork and breadstuff (except maize) 
are received under temporary laws only in the 
dominions of France, and our salted fish pays 
there a weighty duty. 

3. In roe ArTicLe or NavicgaTion.—Our own 
carriage of our own tobacco is heavily dutied in 
Sweden, and lately in France. 

We carry no article not of our own production 
to the British ports in Europe. 

Nor even our own produce to her American 
possessions. 

Such being the restrictions oa the commerce and 
navigation of the United States, the question is, 
in what way they may best be removed, modified. 
or counteracted ? 

As to commerce two methods occur: 1. By 
friendly arrangements with the several nations 
with whom these restrictions exist; or, 2. By the 
separate act of our own Legislature for ¢ ounter- 
vailing their effects. 

There can be no doubt but that of these two 
friendly arrangement is the most eligible. Instead 
of embarrassing commerce under piles of regu- 
lating laws, duties, and prohibitions, could it be 
relieved from all its shackles in all parts of the 
world—could every country be employed in pro- 
ducing that which nature has best fitted it to pro- 
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duce, and each be free to exchange with others 
mutual surplusses for mutual wants, the greatest 
mass peieible would ‘then be produced of those 
things which contribute to human life and human 
happiness—the numbers of mankind would be in- 
creased, and their condition bettered. 

Would even a single nation begin with the 
United States this system of free commerce, it 
would be advisable to begin it with that nation, 
since it is one by one only that it can be extended 
to all. Where the circumstances of either party 
render it expedient to levy a revenue, by way of 
impost, on commerce, its freedom might be modi- 
fied, in that particular, by mutual and equivalent 
measures, preserving it entire in all others. 

Some nations, not yet ripe for free commerce, 
in all its extent, might still be willing to mollify 
its restrictions and regulations for us in proportion 
to the advantages which an intercourse with us 
might offer. Particularly they yr coneur with 
us in reciprocating the duties to be levied on each 
side, or in compensating any excess of duty by 
equivalent advantages of another nature. Our 
commerce is certainly of a character to entitle it 
to favor in most countries. The commodities we 
offer are either necessaries of life, or materials for 
manufacture, or convenient subjects for revenue; 
and we take in exchange either manufactures, 
when they have received the last finish of art and 
industry, or mere luxuries. Such customers may 
reasonably expect welcome and friendly treatment 
at every market—customers, too, whose demands, 
increasing with their wealth and population, must 
very shortly give full employment to the whole 
industry ohn nation whatever, in any line of 
supply they may get into the habit of calling for, 
from it. 

But should any nation, contrary to our wishes, 
suppose it may better find its advantage by con- 
tinuing its system of prohibitions, duties, and re- 
gulations, it behoves us to protect our citizens, 
their commerce, and navigation, by counter-pro- 
hibitions, duties, and regulationsalso. Free com- 
merce and navigation are not to be given in ex- 
change for restrictions and vexations; nor are 
they likely to produce a relaxation of them. 

Our navigation involves still higher considera- 
tions. As a branch of industry, it is valuable ; but, 
as a resource of defence, essential. 

Its value, as a branch of industry, is enhanced 
by the dependence of so many other branches on 
it. In times of general peace it multiplies com- 

titors for employment in transportation, and so 
Soiate that at its proper level ; and in times of 
war, that is to say, when those nations who may 
be our principal carriers, shall be at war with 
each other, if we have not within ourselves the 
means of transportation, our produce must be ex- 
ported in belligerent vessels at the increased ex- 
pense of war-freight and insurance, and the ar- 
ticles which will not bear that must perish on our 
hands. 

But it is as a resource for defence that our nav!- 

ation will admit neither neglect nor forbearance. 
The position and circumstances of the United 
States leave them nothing to fear on their land, 
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board, and nothing to desire beyond their present 
rights. But, on their seaboard, they are open to 
injury, and they have there, too, a commerce 
which must be protected. This can only be done 
by possessing a respectable body of citizen sea- 
men, and of artists and establishments in readi- 
ness for ship-building. 

Were the ocean, which is the common property 
of all, open to the industry of all, so that every 
person and vessel should be free to take employ- 
ment wherever it could be found, the United States 
would certainly not set the example of appro- 
priating to themselves, exclusively, any portion of 
the common stock of occupation. They would rely 
on the enterprise and activity of their citizens for a 
due participation of the benefits of the seafaring bu- 
siness, and for keeping the marine class of citizens 
equal to their object. Butif particular nationsgrasp 
at undue shares, and more especially, if they seize 
on the means of the United States to convert 
them into aliment for their own strength, and 
withdraw them entirely from the support of those 
to whom they belong, defensive and protecting 
measures become necessary on the part of the na- 
tion whose marine resources are thus invaded, or 
it will be disarmed of its defence; its productions 
will lie at the mercy of the nation which has pos- 
sessed itself exclusively of the means of carrying 
them, and its politics may be influenced by those 
who command its commerce. The carriage of 
our own commodities, if once established in ano- 
ther channel, cannot be resumed in the moment 
we may desire. If we lose the seamen and artists, 
whom it now occupies, we lose the present means 
of marine defence, and time will be requisite to 
raise up others, when disgrace or losses shall bring 
home to our feelings the error of having aban- 
doned them. The materials for maintaining our 
due share of navigation are ours in abundance ; 
and, as to the mode of using them, we have only 
to adopt the principles of those who thus put us 
on the defensive, or others equivalent and better 
fitted to our circumstances. 

The. following principles, being founded in re- 
ciprocity, appear perfectly just, and to offer no 
cause of complaint to any nation: 

1. Where a nation imposes high duties on our 
productions, or prohibits them altogether, it may 
be proper for us to do the same by theirs, first 
burdening or excluding those productions which 
they bring here in competition with our own of 
the same kind—selecting next such manufactures 
as we take from them in greatest quantity, and 
which at the same time we could the soonest 
furnish to ourselves, or obtain from other coun- 
tries—imposing on them duties lighter at first, but 
heavier and heavier afterwards, as other channels 
of supply open. Such duties having the effect of 
indirect encouragement to domestic manufactures 
of the same kind may induce the manufacturer to 
come himself into these States where cheaper 
subsistence, equal laws, and a vent of his wares, 
free of duty, may insure him the highest profits 
from his skill and industry. And here it would 
be in the power of the State Governments to co- 
operate essentially by opening the resources of 
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encouragement which are under their control, ex- 
tending them liberally to artists in those particu- 
lar branches of manufacture, for which their soil, 
climate, population, and other circumstances, have 
matured them, and fostering the precious efforts 
and progress of household manufacture by some 
patronage suited to the nature of its objects, guided 
by the local informations which they possess, and 
guarded against abuse by their presence and at- 
tentions. The oppressions on our agriculture in 
foreign ports would thus be made the occasion of 
relieving it from a dependence on the councils and 
conduct of others, and of promoting arts, manu- 
factures, and population at home. 

2. Where a nation refuses permission to our 
merchants and factors to reside within certain parts 
of their dominions, we may, if it should be thought 
expedient, refuse residence to theirs in any and 
every part of ours, or modify their transactions. 

3. Where a nation refuses to receive in our ves- 
sels any productions but our own, we may refuse 
to receive, in theirs, any but their own produc- 
tions. The first and second clauses of the bill re- 
ported by the Committee are well formed to effeet 
this object. 

4. Where a nation refuses to consider any ves- 
sel as ours, which has not been built within our 
Territories, we should refuse to consider as theirs 
any vessel not built within their Territories. 

5. Where a nation refuses to our vessels the car- 
riage even of our own productions to certain coun- 
tries under their domination, we might refuse to 
theirs, of every description, the carriage of the 
same productions to the same countries. But as 
justice and good neighborhood would dictate, that 
those who have no part in imposing the restriction 
on us, should not be the victims of measures adopt- 
ed to defeat its effect, it may be proper to confine 
the restriction to vessels owned or navigated by 
any subjects of the same dominant Power, other 
fhan the inhabitants of the country to which the 
said productions are to be carried. And to pre- 
vent all inconvenience to the said inhabitants, and 
to our own, by too sudden a check on the means 
of transportation, we may continue to admit the 
vessels marked for future exclusion, on an ad- 
vanced tonnage, and for such length of time only 
as may be supposed necessary to provide against 
that inconvenience. 

The establishment of some of these prineiples 
by Great Britain alone has already lost us in our 
commerce with that country and its possessions 
between eight and nine hundred vessels of near 
40,000 tons burden, according to statements from 
official materials in which they have confidence. 
This involves a proportional loss of seamen, ship- 
wrights, and ship-building, and is too serious a 
loss to admit forbearance of some effectual re- 
medy. 

It is true we must expect some inconveni- 
ence in practice from the establishment of dis- 
criminating duties. But in this, as in so many 
other cases, we are left to choose between two 
evils. These inconveniences are nothing when 
weighed against the loss of wealth, and loss of 
force, which will follow our perseverance in the 
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plan of indiscrimination. When once it shall be 
reeived that we are either in the system or in the 
abit of giving equal advantages to those who ex- 
tinguish our commerce and navigation, by duties 
and prohibitions, as to those who treat both with 
liberality and justice, liberality and justice will 
be converted by all into duties and prohibitions. 
It is not to the moderation and justice of others 
we are to trust for fair and equal access to market 
with our productions, or for our due share in the 
transportation of them, but to our own means of 
independence, and the firm will to use them. Nor 
do the inconveniences of discrimination merit 
consideration. Not one of the nations before- 
mentioned—perhaps not a commercial nation on 
earth—is without them. In our case one dis- 
tinction alone will suffice, that is to say, between 
nations who favor our productions and navigation, 
and those who do not favor them. One set of 
moderate duties, say the present duties, for the 
first, and a fixed advance on these, as to some ar- 
ticles, and prohibitions as to others, for the last. 

Still it must be repeated that friendly arrange- 
ments are preferable with all who will come into 
them ; and that we should carry into such arrange- 
ments all the liberality and spirit of accommoda- 
tion which the nature of the case will admit. 

France has, of her own accord, proposed nego- 
tiations for improving, by a new treaty, on fair and 
equal principles, the commercial relations of the 
twocountries. But her internal disturbances have 
hitherto prevented the prosecution of them to ef- 
fect, though we have had repeated assurances of a 
continuance of the disposition. 

Proposals of friendly arrangement have been 
made on our part, by the present Government, to 
that of Great Britain, as the Message states ; but, 
being already on as good a footing in law, and a 
better in fact than the most favored nations, they 
have not, as yet, discovered any disposition to have 
it meddled with. ; 

We have no reason to conclude that friendly 
arrangements would be declined by the other na- 
tions with whom we have such commercial inter- 
course as may render them important. In the 
meanwhile, it would rest with the wisdom of Con- 
gress to determine whether, as to those nations, 
they wiil not surcease exparte regulations, on the 
reasonable presumption that they will concur in 
doing whatever justice and moderation dictate 
should be done. 


TH. JEFFERSON. 


DECREES RELATING TO COMMERCE. 





The Secretary or Strate, to whom the President of 
the United States referred the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of December 24, 1793, desiring the 
substance of all such laws, decrees, or ordinances, 
respecting commerce in any of the countries with 
which the United States have commercial intercourse, 
as have been received by the Secretary of State, and 
not already stated to the House in his report of the 
16th instant, reports: 


That he has had an official communication of a 
Decree rendered by the National Assembly of 
France on the 26th day of March last, of which the 
following is a translation : 


DECREE, 


Exempting from all duties the subsistences and 
other objects of supply in the Colonies, relative- 
ly to the United States, pronounced in the sit- 
ting of the 26th of March, 1793, 2d year of the 
French Republic. 


The National Convention, willing to prevent, 
by precise dispositions, the difficulties that might 
arise relatively to the execution of its decree of 
the 19th February last, concerning the United 
States of America—to grant favors to this ally- 
nation, and to treat it, in its commercial rela- 
tions with the Colonies of France, in the same 
manner as the vessels of the Republic—decree as 
follows: 

Arr. 1. From the day of the publication of the 
present decree in the French American Colonies, 
the vessels of the United States, of the burden of 
sixty tons at the least, laden only with meals and 
subsistences, as well as the objects of supply an- 
nounced in article 2, of the arrét of 30th August, 
1784, as also lard, butter, salted salmon, and can- 
dles, shall be admitted in the ports of said Co- 
lonies exempt from all duties. The same ex- 
emption shall extend to the French vessels laden 
with the same articles, and coming from a foreign 

ort. 

; Art. 2. The captains of vessels of the United 
States, who, having brought into the French 
American Colonies the objects comprised in the 
above article, wish to return to the territory of 
the said States, may lade in the said Colonies, in- 
dependent of sirups, rum, taffias, and French mer- 
chandises, a quantity of coffee equivalent to the 
one-fiftieth of the tonnage of every vessel, as also 
a quantity of sugar equal to the one-tenth, on con- 
forming to the following articles: 

Arr. 3. Every captain of an American vessel. 
who wishes to make returns to the United States 
of coffee and sugar of the French Colonies, shall 
make it appear that his vessel entered therein 
with at least two-thirds of her cargo, according to 
article 1. For this purpose, he shall be obliged 
to transmit, within twenty-four hours after his 
arrival, to the custom-house of the place he may 
land at, a certificate of the marine agents, esta- 
blishing the guage of his vessel and the effective 
tonnage of her cargo. The heads of the said cus- 
tom-houses shall assure themselves that the ex- 
portation of the sugars and coffee does not exceed 
the proportion fixed by the second article of the 
present decree. 

Arr. 4. The captains of vessels of the United 
States of America shall not pay, on going from 
the islands, as well as those of the Republic, but 
a duty of 5 livres per quintal of indigo, 10 livres 
per thousand weight of cotton, 5 livres per thou- 
sand weight of coffee, 5 livres per thousand weight 
of brown and clayed sugars, and 50 sols per thou- 
sand weight of raw sugar. Every other merchan- 
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dise shall be exempt from duty on going out of 
the Colonies. 

Art. 5. The sugars and coffee which shall be 
laden shall pay at the custom-houses which are 
established in the colonies, or that shall be esta- 
plished, in addition to the duties above fixed, those 
imposed by the law of 19th March, 1791, on the 
sugars and coffee imported from the said Colo- 
nies to France, and conformably to the same law. 

Art. 6. The captains of vessels of the United 
States, who wish to lade merchandises of the said 
Colonies, for the ports of France. shall furnish the 
custom-house at the place of departure with the 
bonds required of the masters of French vessels 
by the second article of the law of 10th July, 1791, 
to secure the unlading of these merchandises in 
the ports of the Republic. 

Art. 7. The vessels of the nations with whom 
the French Republic is not at war may carry to 
the French American Colonies all the objects de- 
signated by the present decree. They may also 
bring, into the ports uf the Republic only, all the 
productions of the said Colonies, on the conditions 
announced in the said decree, as well as that of 
19th of February. 

Copy conformable to the original. 

GENET. 


That he has not received officially any copy of 
the decree said to have been rendered by the same 
Assembly on the 27th day of July last, subjecting 
the vessels of the United States laden with pro- 
visions to be carried, against their will, into the 
ports of France, and those having enemy goods 
on board to have such goods taken out as legal 
prize. 

That an ordinance has been passed by the Go- 
vernment of Spain, on the 9th day of June last, 
the substance of which has been officially com- 
municated to him in the following words, to wit: 
Extract of an Ordinance for regulating provi- 

sionally the commerce of Louisiana and the 

Floridas, dated the 9th of June, 1793. 


The preamble states that the inhabitants of 
Louisiana, being deprived of their commerce with 
France, (on account of the war,) as allowed by 
the ordinance of January, 1782, &c., His Majesty 
considering that they and the inhabitants of the 
Floridas cannot subsist without the means of dis- 
posing of their productions and of acquiring those 
necessary for their own consumption ; for that pur- 
pose, and to increase the national commerce— 
the commerce of those provinces and their agri- 
culture—has directed the following articles to be 
provisionally observed : 

The inhabitants of the above-mentioned pro- 
vinces to be allowed to commerce freely both in 
sania and America with all friendly nations 
who have treaties of commerce with Spain ; New 
Orleans, Pensacola, and St. Augustine, to be ports 
for that purpose. No exception as to the articles 
to be sent or to be received. Every vessel, how- 
ever, to be subjected to touch at Corcubion, in 
Gallicia, or Alicant, and to take a permit there, 
without which, the entry not to be allowed in the 
ports above mentioned. 
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The articles of this commerce, carried on thus 
directly between those provinces and foreign na- 
tions to pay a duty of fifteen per cent. importa- 
tion and six per cent. exportation, except negroes, 
who may be imported free of duty. The produc- 
tions and silver exported to purchase those ne- 
groes to pay the six per cent. exportation duty. 
The exportation of silver to be allowed for this 
purpose only. 

The commerce between Spain and those pro- 
vinces to remain free. Spaniards to be allowed 
to observe the same rules and to fit out from the 
same ports (in vessels wholly belonging to them, 
without connexion with foreigners) for those pro- 
vinces as for the other Spanish Colonies. 

To remove all obstacles to this commerce, all 
sorts of merchandise destined for Louisiana and 
the Floridas (even those whose admission is pro- 
hibited for other places) may be entered in the 
ports of Spain, and, in like manner, tobacco and 
all other prohibited articles may be imported into 
Spain from these provinces, to be re-exported to 
foreign countries. 

To improve this commerce and encourage the 
agriculture of those provinces, the importation of 
foreign Tice into the ports of Spain is prohibited, 
and a like preference shall be given to the other 
productions of these provinces, when they shall 
suffice for the consumption of Spain. 

All articles exported from Spain to these pro- 
vinces shall be free of duty on exportation, and 
such as being foreign, shall have paid duty on im- 
portation into Spain, shall have it restored to ex- 
porters. 

These foreign articles, thus exported, to pay a 
duty of three per cent. on entry in those provinces. 
Those which are not foreign to be free of duty. 

The articles exported from those provinces to 
Spain to be free of duty, whether consumed in 
Spain or re-exported to foreign countries. 

Those Spanish vessels which, having gone from 
Spain to those provinces, should desire to bring 
back productions from thence directly to the fo- 
reign ports of Europe, may do it on paying a duty 
of exportation of three per cent. 

All vessels, both Spanish and foreign, sailing to 
those provinces, to be prohibited from touching at 
any other port in His Majesty’s American Do- 
minions. 

No vessel to be fitted out from New Orleans, 
Pensacola, or St. Augustine, for any of the Spa- 
nish islands or other Dominions in America, ex- 
cept for some urgent cause, in which case only 
the respective Governors to give a permission, but 
without allowing any other articles to be embark- 
ed than the productions of those provinces. 

All foreign vessels purchased by His Majesty’s 
subjects, and destined for this commerce, to be ex- 
empted from those duties to which they are at 
present subjected, they proving that they are ab- 
solute and sole proprietors thereof. 

He takes this occasion to note an act of the 
British Parliament of the 28 George LIL. chap. 6, 
which, though passed before the epoch to which 
his report aforesaid related, had escaped his re- 
searches. The effect of it was to convert the pro- 
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clamations regulating our direct intercourse with 
their West Indian islands into a standing law, and 
so far to remove the unfavorable distinction be- 
tween us and foreign nations, stated in the report, 
leaving it, however, in full force as to our circuit- 
ous intercourse with the same islands, and as to 
our general intercourse, direct and circuitous, with 
Great Britain and all her other Dominions. 


TH. JEFFERSON. 
Decemser 30, 1793. 


SPOLIATIONS ON COMMERCE. 


cee 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives : 

The Secretary of State, having reported to me 
upon the several complaints which have been 
lodged in this office against the vexations and 
spoliations on our commerce since the commence- 
ment of the European war, I transmit to you a 
copy of his statement, together with the docu- 
ments upon which it is founded. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
Unrrep Srares. March 5, 1794. 


Puitapetpnia, March 2, 1794. 


Sir: In your Message to both Houses of Con- 
gress, on the 5th of December, 1793, you inform 
them, that “ The vexations and spoliations under- 
stood to have been committed on our vessels and 
commerce by the cruisers and officers of some of 
the belligerent Powers, appeared to require atten- 
tion: That the proofs of these, however, not 
having been brought forward, the description of 
citizens, supposed to have suffered, were notified, 
that on furnishing them to the Executive, due 
measures would be taken to obtain redress of the 

st, and more effectual provisions against the 

uture,” and that “should such documents be fur- 

nished, proper representations will be made there- 
on, with a just reliance on a redress proportioned 
to the exigency of the case.” 

On my succession to the Department of State, 
I found a large volume of complaints—which the 
notification had collected—against severities on 
our trade, various in their kind and degree. Hav- 
ing reason to presume, as the fact has proved, 
that every day would increase the catalogue, I 
have waited to digest the mass, until time should 
have been allowed for exhibiting the diversified 
forms in which our commerce has hourly suffered. 
Every information is at length obtained which 
may be expected. 

The sensations excited by the embarrassments, 
danger, and even ruin, which threaten our trade, 
cannot be better expressed, than in the words of 
the committee of Philadelphia. After enumerat- 
ing particular instances of injury, their repre- 
sentation to Government proceeds thus: “On 
these cases, which are accompanied by the legal 
pros the committee think it unnecessary to en- 
arge, as the inferences will, of course, occur to 
he Secretary; but they beg leave to be permitted 


to state other circumstances, which, though not 
in legal proof, are, either of such public notoriety 
as to render legal proof unnecessary, or so vouched 
to the committee as to leave them in no doubt of 
the truth of them. 

“It has become a practice for many of the pri- 
vateers of the belligerent Powers to send into port 
all American vessels they meet with, bound * 
any of the French ports in the West Indies to 
the United States, and: it is positively asserted, 
that the owners, or some of them, have given gen- 
eral instructions to their captains to that effect. 
And though many of those vessels have been 
afterwards liberated, yet the loss by plunder, de- 
tention and expense, is so great as to render it 
ruinous to the American owner. In many cases, 
where the cargoes have been valuable, the own- 
ers of the privateers, after acquittal, have lodged 
appeals which they never intended to prosecute, 
but merely with a view of getting the property 
into their hands upon a valuation made so un- 
fairly as to insure them a considerable profit, even 
if they should be finally made liable. 

“Fourteen days only are allowed to an Ameri- 
can owner to make his claim, which renders it 
impossible for him, except he is on the spot, and 
every difficulty which a combination of interested 
persons can devise, is thrown in the way to pre- 
vent his getting security, and in few instances can 
it be done, but by making over his vessels and car- 
go to the securities, and thereby subjecting him- 
self to the heavy additional charge of commis- 
sion, insurance, &c. It may be added, that the 
most barefaced bribery is sometimes practised to 
prevail on unwary boys, or those who know lit- 
tle of the obligation of an oath, to induce them to 
give testimony in favor of the captors. 

“ Besides the cases here enumerated, the com- 
mittee have information of a number of vessels 
belonging to this port being captured and carried 
into different ports; but as the legal proofs are 
not come forward, they forbear to mention them. 

“It is proper, however, for them to add, that 
besides the co of property occasioned by those 
unjust captures and detentions, the masters and 
crews of the vessels are frequently subjected to 
insults and outrages that must be shocking to 
Americans. Of this, the case of Captain Wal- 
lace is an instance. There are others within the 
knowledge of the committee, of which they only 
wait he tean proof, to lay them before the Secre- 
tary. 

“To this last list of grievances, the committee 
are sorry to find it their duty to add, that by reason 
of the vexation, loss, and outrages, suffered by the 
merchants of the United States, its commerce 
already begins to languish, and its products are 
likely to be left upon the hands of those who 
raise them. Prudent men doubt the propriety of 
hazarding their property, when they find that 
the strictest conformity with the Laws of Nations, 
or of their own country, will not protect them 
from the rapacity of men who are neither re- 
strained by the principles of honor, nor by laws 
sufficiently coercive to give security to those who 
are not saljests of the same Government. 
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“The committee conclude this representation 
with an assurance, that they have in no degree 
exaggerated in the statement they have made, 
and that they will continue to communicate all 
such information as they may further receive ; of 
which nature, before the closing of this report, 
they are sorry to add, is that of the irruptions 
of the Algerines from the Mediterranean, in con- 
sequence of a truce concludéd with that Regency, 
it is said, by the British Minister, on behalf of 
Portugal and Holland. This alarming event, to 
which some American ships, we hear, have al- 
ready become victims, is of so distressing a na- 
ture, as must soon deprive us of some of the most 
lucrative branches of our commerce, if not spee- 
dily checked or prevented. The immediate rise 
it has produced in insurance, and the fears it may 
instil into our seamen and commanders, are of a 
nature highly deserving the serious consideration 
of Government, on whose protection and zeal for 
the interests, commercial, and agricultural, of the 
country, the committee implicitly rely.” 

In a supplementary letter, the committee of 
Philadelphia make this conclusion: “That the 
cases which they recite, and others less formally 
announced, serve to show, that there are frequent 
instances of suppression of papers, registers, &c., 
very prejudicial to our shipping on their trials, 
and of injuries by the destruction of letters, to 
the general correspondence of the country with 
foreign nations.” 

When we examine the documents which have 
been transmitted from different parts of the 
Union, we find the British, the French, the Span- 
iards, and the Dutch, charged with attacks upon 
our commerce. 

It is urged against the British, 

1. That their privateers plunder the American 
vessels, throw them out of their course, by forcing 
them, upon groundless suspicion, into ports other 
than those to which they were destined; detain 
them, even after the hope of a regular confisca- 
tion is abandoned; by their negligence, while 
they hold the possession, expose the cargoes to 
damage and the vessels to destruction, and mal- 
treat their crews. 

2. That British ships-of-war have forcibly 
seized mariners belonging to American vessels, 
and in one instance, under the protection of a 
Portuguese fort. 

3. That by British regulations and practice, 
our corn and provisions are driven from the ports 
of France, and restricted to the ports of the Bri- 
tish, or those of their friends. 

4. That our vessels are not permitted to go 
from the British ports in the Islands, without 
giving security (which is not attainable but with 
difficulty and expense) for the discharge of the 
cargo, in-some es British or neutral port. 

5. That without the imputation of a contra- 
band trade as defined by the Law of Nations, our 
vessels are captured for carrying on a commer- 
cial intercourse with the French West Indies; 
although it is tolerated by the laws of the French 
Republic, and that for this extraordinary conduct, 
no other excuse is alleged than that by some 
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edict of a King of France, this intercourse was 
prohibited; and 

6. That the conduct of the Admiralty in the 
British Islands is impeachable for an excess of 
rigor, and a departure from strict Judicial purity; 
and the expenses of an appeal to England too 
heavy to be encountered under all the circum- 
stances of discouragement. 

Against the French it is urged, 

1. That their privateers harass our trade no 
less than those of the British. 

2. That two of their ships-of-war have commit- 
ted enormities on our vessels. 

3. That their Courts of Admiralty are guilty 
of equal oppression. 

4. That besides these points of accusation, 
which are common to the French and Br.tish, 
the former have infringed the treaty between the 
United States and them, by subjecting to seizure 
and condemnation our vessels trading with their 
enemies in merchandise, which that treaty de- 
clares not to be contraband, and under circum- 
stances not forbidden by the Law of Nations. 

5. That a very detrimental embargo has been 
laid upon large numbers of American vessels in 
the French ports ;* and 

6. That a contract with the French Govern- 
ment for coin has been discharged in depreciated 
assignats. 

Against the Spaniards the outrages of priva- 
teers are urged ; 

And against the Dutch, one condemnation in 
the Admiralty is insisted to be unwarrantable. 

Under this complication of mischief, which 
persecutes our commerce, | beg leave, sir, to sub- 
mit to your consideration, whether representa- 
tions as far as facts may justify, ought not to be 
immediately pressed upon the foreign Govern- 
ments, in those of the preceding cases, for which 
they are responsible. 

Among these, I class, 1. The violences perpe- 
trated by publie ships-of-war. 2. Prohibitions, or 
regulations inconsistent with the Laws of Nations. 
3. The improper conduct of Courts. 4. Infrac- 
tions of Treaty. 5. The imposition of embar- 
goes; and, 6. The breach of public contracts. 
How far a Government is liable to redress the 
rapine of privateers, depends upon the peculiari- 
ties of the case. It is incumbent upon it, how- 
ever, to keep its Courts freely open, and to secure 
an impartial hearing to the injured applicant. 
If the rules prescribed to privateers be too loose, 
and opportunities of plunder or ill-treatment be 
provoked from that cause, or from the prospect of 
impunity, it is impossible to be too strenuous in 
remonstrating against this formidable evil. 

Thus, sir, have I reduced to general heads the 
particular complaints, without making any inqui- 
ry into the facts beyoffd the allegations of the 
parties interested. 

I will only add, that your Message seems to 
promise to Congress some statement upon these 
subjects. 





*There is reason to believe that the embargo was removed if 
December last, and the detention compensated by an order of thé 
Committee of Public Safety in France. 
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I have the honor, sir, to be, with the highest | On licenses for retailing wines and dis- 


respect, your most obedient servant, 
EDMUND RANDOLPH. 
Tue Presipent or THE UNITED STATES. 


oe 


INCREASE OF DUTIES. 





[Communicated to the House of Representatives, 
April 17, 1794.] 





Mr. Wixx1am Smita, from the committee appointed to 
inquire whether any or what further revenues are 
necessary for the support of the public credit, and if 
further revenues are necessary, to report the ways 
and means, made the following Report: 


That, on referring to the estimate laid before 
the Legislature, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
they find that the revenues to the end of the year 
1794, are estimated to produce - $6,618,584 19 


And that, for the support of Govern- 
ment, Military Establishment, and 
other services designated by law, 
previous to, and during the present 
session, there would be wanting 
the sum of - - - - - $7,044,217 98 


And that further sums will probably 
be requisite, for which provision 
ought to be made, viz: for the 
additica to the Military Establish- 
ment, provisional foree, and ex- 
penses of militia- - - 


$650,000 00 


That the estimated product of the 
impost being made at a time when 
our commerce was unembarrassed, 
and no interruption of it contem- 

lated, the committee are of opin- 
ion that a deduction should be 
made on that account, of $1,300,- 
000; from which it results, that 
there is a deficiency of funds to 
answer the demands of the present 
year, of $2,375 79; but, as the 
sum of one million, provided for 
foreign intercourse, is directed to 
be borrowed, if wanting, the com- 
mittee have deducted that sum, 
except $160,000 for the interest 
arising thereon, which leaves the 
sum to be provided -~ - 


To raise which sum, the committee propose that 
there be raised, by ad@itional impost and ton- 


nage - eo - - - $392,500 
On carriages, wagons, carts, and drays 

excepted - - wae - 150,000 
Onstamps- - - - - = 100,000 
On salesatauction - - - - 100,000 
On manufactured tobacco and snuff - 100,000 
On loafand lump sugars - -— - 50,000 


- $1,435,633 79 


tilled spirits - - - - - 100,000 
$992,500 
By direct taxes on lands -~— - 750,000 





$1,742,500 





Which sums exceed the current demands, 
$306,866 21; but as the estimates on most of the 
articles are conjectural, and without sufficient 
data for obtaining a correct opinion as to the 
probable amount, the committee have thought it 
more expedient to provide for a surplus than suffer 
the revenue to prove deficient; and, in conformit 
with the foregoing estimates, they submit the fol 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That, from and after the day of 
—— next, there be levied, collected, and paid, 
upon the following articles, imported into the 

nited States in ships or vessels of the United 
States, with an addition of one-tenth per cent. on 
like articles imported in any other ships or vessels, 
the several duties hereinafter mentioned, over and 
above duties now paid, to be levied, collected, and 
paid, in the same manner, by the same officers, 
subject to the same penalties, and entitled to draw- 
backs, as the same articles are now subject and 
entitled to, viz: 

On boots, per pair, twenty-five cents. 

On shoes and slippers, for men and women, and 
on clogs, and golo shoes, per pair, five cents. 

On shoes and slippers for children, per pair. 
three cents. 

On millinery, ready made, artificial flowers, 
feathers, and other ornaments for women’s head- 
dresses, and on dolls, dressed and undressed, 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and generally on 
all manufactures of iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, 
brass, or of which either of those metals is the ar- 
ticle of chief value, not being otherwise particu- 
larly enumerated, (brass and iron wire, locks, 
hinges, hoes, anvils, and vices, excepted,) 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On carpets and carpeting, 5 percent.ad valorem. 

On leather, tanned or tawed, and generally all 
manufactures of leather, or of which leather is the 
article of chief value, not otherwise particularly 
enumerated, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly 
used in dying; on mats and aioe cloths; on hats, 
caps, and bonnets, of every sort, for women; on 

loves, mittens, stockings, fans, buttons, of every 
ind, buckles, (shoe and knee,) 5 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

On sheathing and cartridge paper ; on all pow- 
ders, pastes, balls, balsams, ointments, oils, waters, 
washes, tinctures, essences, or other preparations 
or compositions, commonly called sweet scents or 
odors, perfumes, er cosmetics; and on all denti- 
frices, powders or preparatioas, for the teeth or 
gums, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On gold, silver, or plated wares, gold and silver 
lace, jewelry, and paste work, clocks and watches, 
and the parts of either, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 
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On groceries, to wit: cinnamon, cloves, mace: 
nutmegs, ginger, aniseed, currants, dates, prunes, 
raisins, sugar-candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and 
generally all fruits and comfits, olives, capers, 
pickles of ig sort, oil, and mustard in flour, 5 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, or other stone, on bricks, 
tiles, tables, mortars, and other stone, and gene- 
rally all stone and ‘earthen ware, 5 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

On cabinet wares, and all manufactures of wood, 
or of which wood is the material of chief value, 5 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On carriages, and parts of carriages, 44 per 
cent. 

On all manufactures of cotton or linen, or of mus- 
lins of cotton and linen, or of which cotton or linen 
is the material of chief value, being printed, stain- 
ed, or colored, 24 per cent. ' 

On coffee, per pound, | cent. 

On cocoa, per pound, 2 cents. 

On cheese, per pound, 3 cents. 

On salt, per bushel, 3 cents. 

On the tonnage of ships or vessels of the United 
States employed in foreign trade, six cents per 
ton. 

On all other ships or vessels, 25 cents per ton. 

Resolved, That, after the day of ; 
every person keeping a carriage, for the conveying 
of persons, for their own use, shail notify the same 
at some office which may be designated for the 
purpose, and shall pay, annually, 

For a coach, 10 Sollee: 

For a chariot, 8 dollars. 

For any other four-wheeled carriage, 6 dollars. 

For a chaise, or other two-wheeled carriage, 2 
dollars. 

With an addition of one-fourth, where two ear- 
riages shall be kept by one person; of one-third, 
where three carriages shall be kept by one person; 
and of one-half, where more than three carriages 
are kept by the same person. 

Resolved, That after the day of ——, there 
be paid the following stamp duties: 

Letters patent, 2 dollars. 

Exemplification thereof, 1 dollar. 

Licenses or certificates of admission of solicit- 
ors, attorneys, clerks, advocates, proctors, and other 
officers of Courts, 6 dollars. 

Exemplification under the seals of Courts, 50 
cents. 

Affidavits and affirmations, except those before 
the officers of the public revenue, those relative to 
suits pending in Courts, to be used therein, and 
those relative to criminal proceedings, 10 cents. 

Deeds, except those otherwise particularly 
rated, 25 cents. 

Charter parties, 1 dollar. 

Bottomry and respondentia bonds, 1 dollar. 

Appreatices’ indentures, 15 cents. 

Certificates of debentures for drawbacks, 20 

cents. 
_ Bills of lading coastwise, except for vessels go- 
ing from one district to another within the same 
State, 10 cents. 

Do. foreign, 20 cents. 














APPENDIX. 


Increase of Duties. 


1310 








Inventories of the effects of deceased persons, or 
for any other purpose prescribed by law, except in 
cases of goods distrained, or in compliance of any 
agreement between two or more persons, 10 cents. 

Bonds for the security of money, when the sum 
is above fifty, and not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars, 20 cents. 

Above one hundred, and not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, 25 cents. 

Above five hundred, and not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, 30 cents. 

Above one thousand dollars, 40 cents. 

Receipts for legacies, or shares of personal 
estate, in cases of intestates, where the sum is 
above fifty, and not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars, 25 cents. 

More than one hundred, and not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, 50 cents. 

For every further sum above five hundred dol- 
lars, 1 dollar. 

[Not to extend to wives, children, or grand- 
children. ] 

Notarial acts, 25 cents. 

Letters of attorney, 25 cents. 

Policies of insurance, from one district to ano- 
ther in the United States, 20 cents. 

To and from the United States to any foreign 
country, for any sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, 25 cents. 

For every further sum more than five hundred 
dollars, 25 cents. 

For every sum of two thousand dollars, or up- 
wards, 1 dollar. 

Probates of wills, and letters of administration, 
50 cents. 

Resolved, That, after the —— day of ; 
there shall be paid on all sales at auction, except 
in cases of property sold upon execution, or by 
virtue of distresses for rent or tax, or in conse- 
quence of bankruptcies, and legal insolvencies, or 
where there have been general assignments for 
the benefit of creditors, or in cases where ships 
and goods have been stranded or wrecked, or in 
cases of sale by executors or administrators, or of 
produce sold upon the lan” where it is produced, 
at the rate of 1 per cent. 

Resolved, That, after the day of ——, there 
shall be paid upon all tobacco manufactured in 
the United States, 4 cents per pound. 

On all snuff, 8 cents per pound. 

That every manufacturer of tobacco or snuff, 
shall, on or before the day of , make en- 
try with the officer of inspection of the district in 
which he resides, of the house or building in which 
the manufactory is carried on, and shall enter into 
bond, with sufficient surety, to render a faithful 
account, every three months, of the quantity of 
tobacco or snuff sold or sent out, within that 
period. 














That, previous to taking in any tobacco for the © 


purpose of being manufactured, he shall notify the 
same to the office of inspection, and shall keep a 
book in which shall be entered daily the quantity 
of tobacco or snuff sold or sent out in each day. 
Resolved, That there be laid an additional duty 
of four cents per pound upon all tobacco, eight 
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and the charges of the United States against the 
individual States. 
That they have gone through the process pre- 
scribed in the 5th section of the act of Congress, 
assed the 5th day of August, 1790, (the particu- 
ce whereof will be found in Book A, lodged with 
the papers of this office in the Treasury Depart- 
ment.) and find that there is due, including inter- 
est, to the 3lst day of December, 1789, to the 
State of— 









‘cents per pound on all snuff, and two cents per 
und on all refined sugar imported into the United 
tates, after the —— day of -—. 

Resolved, That, after the —— day of ——, there 
be paid on all sugars refined within the United 
States, 2 cents per pound. 

Resolved, That, after the day of ——, every 
person selling distilled spirits, or wines, for con- 
sumption out of their own dwellings, distilled 
spirits in less quantity than twenty gallons, wines 





in less quantity than thirty gallons, except inthe| New Hampshire - - - — $75,055 
original cask or package in which they were im-| Massachusetts - - - - 1,248,801 
ported, shall take out licenses to authorizethesale}| Rhodelsland - - - - 299,611 
of such distilled spirits and wines, and shall pay,| Conmecticut - - -— - 619.121 
ammually, for a license to sell all foreign distilled| New Jersey - - -- - 49,630 
spirits, 5 dollars. South Carolina-— - - =~ 1,205,978 

For a license to sell all wines, 5 dollars. AONB iF 08 Poy Voy eee DR 19,988 


And that there is due, including interest, to the 


Resolved, That the sum of seven hundred and | 
31st day of December, 1789, from the State of— 


fifty thousand dollars be raised by direct tax, for 


the year 1794, to be apportioned among the States,| New York ~— - - = $2,074,846 
agreeably to the ale prescribed by the Consti- — . . _ . ate 
tution. elaware * . " * te! 
Maryland Shy ®t SMO 
APPROPRIATIONS. Virginia - P - ~ = 100,879 
i. Appropriations for the support of North Carolina - - - = 501,082 
Government - - -  - $521,447 24) Which several sums they, by virtue of the au- 
2, Do. for War Department, includ- thority to them delegated, declare to be the final 
ing fortifications - -  - 1,629,936 01) and conclusive balances due to and from the se- 
3. Interest on Public Debt - - 2,849,194 73] voral States. 
4. Frigates - - - - - 700,000 00 WM. IRVINE 
5. Appropriations for foreign inter- JOHN KE AN, 
PR hos Ty Te eet SS WOODBURY LANGDON. 
6. Arsenals,&c. - - -  - 343,640 00 I certify the above to be a true copy of the 
7. Addition to the Military Esta- original. 
blishment, &c. - : - 650,000 00 BW. DANDRIDGE, 


tary to the Presi r. States. 
$7,694,217 98 Secretary to resident of the U. Sta 





WAYS AND MEANS. 
1. Surplus of revenue 
for1793 -  - $1,118,584 19 


PUBLIC DEBT. 











2. Probable orodtictof [Communicated to the House of Representatives, 
impost for 1794 - 3,300,000 00 December 15, 1794.] 

: Pedals sinaeies 400,000 00 Mr. Writ1am Smrrn, from the Committee appointed 
of appropriations to prepare and report a plan for the redemption of the 
out of the reve- Public Debt, made the following Report : 
nues of 1793 - 500,000 00 That, from the documents accompanying this 

—_—— 5,318,584 19 


report, marked A and B, it appears that the sur- 
plus of the existing revenues Soeead the probable 
expenditures for the year 1795 and to the succeed- 
ing years, will enable the Legislature tocommence, 
during the year 1795, and to continue, thereafter, 
the payment of that portion of the Public Debt 
which the Government has by law reserved the 
right to redeem. 

The committee therefore, submit the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That there be appropriated, out of the 
revenues of the year 1795, a sum not exceeding 
six hundred thousand dollars, to be applied to the 
payment of two dollars on every hundred dollars 
of the amount of that part of the Public Debt 
which bears an actual interest of six per cent., the 
said payment to be made on the —— day of —— 
next. 

The committee further report, that it would, in 


$2,375,633 79 





BALANCES DUE TO AND FROM THE SE- 
VERAL STATES. 


[Communicated to Congress, December 4, 1793.] 
Orricr or Tax Commiss1onEers of Accounts, 
Partape trata, June 29, 1793. 
The Commissioners appointed to execute the several 
acts of Congress, to provide more effectually for the 
settlement of the accounts between the United States 
and the individual States, report : 
That they have maturely considered the claims 
of the several States against the United States, 
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their opinion, be expedient to appropriate, until the 
year 1801, all the revenues arising from the duties 
and taxes on manufactured sugar and snuff, on 
licenses for retailing wines and spirituous liquors, 
on sales at auction, and on carriages, to the pay- 
ment of so much of the Public Debt as the Go- 
vernment shall annually have a right to redeem, 
and for that purpose to prolong the duration of 
the said duties and taxes to the year 1801. They 
therefore recommend the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the several clauses of limitation 
in the acts for laying duties and taxes on manu- 
factured sugar and snuff, on licenses for retailing 
wines and spirituous liquors, on sales at auction, 
and on carriages, be repealed ; that the said several 
acts be continued in force until the year 1801, and 
that the moneys arising therefrom be appropriated 
to the discharge of that portion of the Public Debt 


Public Debt. 


The following resolutions, as connected with 
this subject, are also submitted by the commuttee : 

Resolved, That the eighth section of the act of 

last session, laying additional duties on goods, 
| wares, and merchandise, be repealed ; and that the 
duration of the said act be made commensurate 
with the act for laying such duties, passed 10th of 
| August, 1790, entitled “An act making further 
| provision for the Debt of the United States.” 

| Resolved, That the surplus of revenue which 
may hereafter exist, after satisfying all legal ap- 
propriations, ought to be annually appropriated to 
| the purchase of the Public Debt. 

The prospect of an approaching peace with the 
| Indian tribes having suggested to the committee 
|the propriety of resorting to the Western lands, 
!as an auxiliary resource for the discharge of the 

Public Debt, they recommend the following reso- 


| 


. 
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a substitution of other duties or taxes of equal Resolved, That provision be made for the sale 


which is redeemable by law—subject, however, to | lution: 
value, to all or any of the said duties and taxes. _| of the public lands in the Western Territory. 


Unsatisfied charges upon the Revenue at the close of 1793. 
To balance of unsatisfied appropriations at the end of the year 1793, ex- 
clusive of the balance of the Foreign Fund at that time - - $2,378,882 30 
From which is deducted balance of the Interest Fund, then remaining . 
unexpended, in purchases of the Domestic Debt - 31,649 33 
—_——_——_ $2,347,232 97 


To balance remaining unexpended of the proceeds of Foreign Loans, 

transferred to the United States - - ° - - - 1,257,503 58 
3,604,736 55 
Balance, being surplus of revenues beyond the appropriations stated at 


the Treasury, to the end of the year 1793 - - - - 2,487,181 07 


6,091,917 62 


Unexpended funds at the close of 1793. 
Balance in the Treasury on December 31, 1793 - - - - 
Amount to be accounted for on December 31, 1793, by the collectors - 
To which is added amount of warrants, passed to their credit in the year 
1793, which are not stated in the Treasurer’s account, till the year 1794 


753,661 69 


From which is deducted amount of warrants included in the Treasurer’s 
accounts for the year 1793, and not passed to the credit of collectors, 
till the year 1794 - - - - - - - 170,032 48 

Amount for which Supervisors were accountable on December 31,1793 281,456 37 

To which is added amount of warrants credited to them in the year 


1793, not stated in the Treasurer’s accounts, till the year 1794 - 1,804 04 


ee 283,260 41 

From which is deducted amount of warrants included in the Treasurer’s 

accounts for the year 1793, paid Supervisors whose accounts have not 
been adjusted - - - - - - - - 71,010 60 

———.—s_ 212,249 81 


ne 6,091.917 62 


ESTIMATED CHARGES UPON THE REVENUE FOR THE YEAR 1794, 
Appropriations for the service of the year 1794, viz: 
By the act of March 14, 1794, for the support of Government - - $521,447 24 
For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, under the first section 
of this act, payable out of any unappropriated moneys. The whole 
sum apppropriated is 1,000,000 dollars, of which the domestic revenue 
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will probably be adequate to the reimbursement of 200,000, borrowed 
in the United States under this act, and which sum is, ‘therefore, sta- 


ted as an appropriation - - = - 200,000 00 
For expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, in virtue of the act of 

aoe 1, 1790, further continued by this act = - - - - 40,000 00 
March 21, for Military Establishment - oe 629, 936 01 
March 27; for the pay and emoluments of Major ‘General Lafayette - 24, 424 00 
April 2, for erecting and repairing Arsenals - - 421 865 00 
April 5, for placing buoys off the harbor of New London - - 2/500 00 
May 19, for erecting a light-house on the island of Seguin . - 5,300 00 
June 5, for certain expenses of Commissioners of Loans - - 15,000 00 


June 9, for various purposes - - - - - 1,292,137 38 
——_——_——— $4,152,609 63 
August 4, 1790, interest on the Domestic and Assumed Debts for the 


year 1794 including an estimate for outstanding balances not entitled 


toadividend - - - - 2,480,328 78 
Interest on Foreign Debt for 1794, as estimated - - - - 683,733 50 
————_ 3,164,062 25 


Interest on temporary Domestic Loans for the year 1794, payable out 
of the revenue, viz: on sums remaining due at different periods—of 
400,000 dollars received on account of the Loan of 523,500 dollars, 
authorized by the act of May 2, 1792— 
On 400,000 dollars to June 30, 1794 - - $20,000 00 
On 300, 000 dollars from July 1 to December 31 - - - 7,500 00 
—_-_— 27,500 00 





On sums remaining due at different periods: 

Of 800,000 dollars received on the Loan of that amount, 
authorized by the act of February 28, 1793, on 800, 000 
dollars to December 31, 1793 - - 18,333 33 

On 400,000 dollars from January 1 to January 31, 1794; 
on 200, 000 dollars from February 1 to ) sane 13, 1794, 
when the Loan was discharged - 5,361 11 

— 23,694 44 








On sums due at different periods of the Loan of 1,000,000 
dollars, authorized by the act of March 27, 1794: 
On 800, 000 dollars to June 30, 1794 - - 7,500 00 
On 1,000,000 dollars from July 1 to October 1 - - 12,500 00 
On 600, 000 dollars from October 1 to December 31 - 7,500 00 
—_— 27,500 00 
On the Loan of 2,000,000 dollars for stock of the Bank of the United 
States, which, by the act of June 4, 1794, is payable out of the divi- 
dends credited as revenue, and contra, computed to June 30, 1794, the 
time of the last dividend - - - - -. - 247,972 00 
On 1,000,000 dollars received on a Loan of that amount, 
authorized by the act of June 9, 1794, on 200,000 dol- 
lars from September 1 to September 30, 1794 - . $833 33 
On 100,000 dollars from October 1 to December 31 - 12,500 00 














13,333 33 
Estimate to cover ihe interest which may accrue in the year 1794, in case 
the sum of 1,000,000 dollars should be borrowed for the expenses of 
intercourse with foreign nations, under the authority given by the act 
of March 20, 1794, for that purpose, which interest is charged upon 
the domestic revenue by the act of June 9, 1794, say - - - 20,000 00 
——— 359,999 77 


7,676,672 68 
Balance, being estimated surplus of revenue to the close of the year 1794, above the s 
appropriations charged thereon - - - - - - 842,425 38 


$8,5 519,098 06 





ESTIMATED REVENUE OF THE YEAR 1794, 






Balance stated on December 31, 1793, as surplus of revenue beyond = appropriations 
charged at the Treasury, to said period - ° - $2,487,181 07 
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Proceeds of duties on imports and tonnage during the year 1794, exclusive of drawbacks 


paid, and payable, therefrom - - - he - - — = 5,250,000 00 
Proceeds of duties on distilled spirits, on snuff, sugar, carriages, goods sold at auction, 
licenses, estimated at - - - - - - - - - 450,000 00 
Receipts to September 30, 1794, viz: 
On account of balances arising on accounts under the late Government $693 50 
Postage - - - : . - - - - 18,978 49 
Cents and half cents - - - - - - - 8,383 00 
Patents’ - - - - - - - - - 390 00 
Dividends on Bank stock of the United States to June 30, 1794 - - 303,472 00 








331,916 99 





$8,519,098 06 
B. ems ie 


ESTIMATED CHARGES UPON THE REVENUE FOR THE YEAR 1795. 





Appropriations for the service of ea 9 1795, made and to be made, viz: 
By the act of March 20, 1794, for expenses of intercourse with foreign nations, in virtue 


of the act of July 1, 1790, further continued by this act - - . - $40,000 00 
For the Civil Lists, as stated by the Register of the Treasury - - - - 435,249 53 
For miscellaneous purposes, ditto - - - - : - " 32,004 13 
For expenses of Commissioners of Loans, for clerk-hire and stationery, in case the same 

shall be authorized by law - - - - - * . " 15,000 00 
For interest on the Domestic and Assumed Debts, and on credits to several States - 2,395,741 74 
For interest on the Foreign Debt during the year 1795 - - - . - 702,861 00 
For interest on temporary Domestic Loans during the year 1795, estimated at 2,000,000, 

at five per cent. per annum~ - - : - - - = - 100,000 00 
For the Military Establishment during the year 1795, including six months’ pay and a) 

subsistence of the Navy, and expenses of the militia expedition in 1794_—- - 2,940,655 74 





6,661,512 14 
Balance, being estimated surplus of revenue to the close of the year 1795 - - 510,913 24 








$7,172,425 38 


Notre.—The surplusses of certain appropriations, after satisfying the objects for which they were 
made, may be considered as an additional fund. The amount cannot be ascertained at present, but 
may be safely calculated at two hundred thousand dollars. 


ESTIMATED REVENUE OF THE YEAR 1795. 


Estimated surplus of revenue at the close of the year 1794, above the appropriations 

charged thereon : . - - - - - - - $842,425 38 
Estimated product of the duties on imports and tonnage for the year 1795, on a suppo- 

sition that the additional duties imposed during the last session of Congress will 

produce 500,000 dollars - - - - . - - 5,500,000 00 


Estimated product of inland duties for the year 1795, on distilled spirits, and on stills, 
which, considering the impediments attending the importation of molasses and coarse 


sugars, and the high price of grain at present, are calculated at - $400,000 00 
On carriages - - - - - - : - 150,000 00 
On sales at auction - - - - - - - 40,000 00 
On refined sugars and snuff - - - - - - 90,000 00 
On licenses for retailing foreign spirits and wines - - - 100,000 00 


———— 780,000 00 

Estimated surplus of the Bank dividend, on stock held by the United States, above the 
sum which will be due for interest on the Loan for said stock - - - 50,000 00 
$7,172,425 38 
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PUBLIC CREDIT. 


Treasury Department, January 16, 1795. 


Sir: I beg leave, through you, to inform the 
Senate, that, pursuant to the 2d section of the act 
establishing the Treasury Department, which ex- 
eaey abe it the duty of the Secretary of the 

reasury “to digest and prepare plans for the im- 

rovement and management of the revenue and 
or the support of Public Credit,” I have digested 
and prepared a plan, on the basis of the actual re- 
venues, for the further support of Public Credit, 
which is ready for communication to the Senate. 

This plan embraces a further provision for the 
Subscribed Debt; a provision for converting, with 
the consent of the creditors, the Foreign into the 
Domestic Debt; a provision for augmenting the 
Sinking Fund, so as to render it commensurate 
with the entire Debt of the United States; sug- 
gestions for giving effect to the act of the last ses- 
sion, granting a million of dollars for the purposes 
of foreign intercourse ; with some auxiliary pro- 
positions. 

With perfect respect, | have the honor to be, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

To the Vice Presipent of the United States 

and President of the Senate. 





Treasury DepartMENT, January 20, 1795. 


Sir: Agreeably to the order of the Senate, I 
have the honor to transmit the plan for the sup- 
port of Public Credit, announced in my Letter of 
the 16th instant, together with sundry statements 
connected with it; and to be ae most obedient 
servant, . HAMILTON. 

To the Vice Presipent of the United States 

and President of the Senate. 


The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully makes 
the following Report to the Senate: 

The President of the United States, with that 
provident concern for the public welfare which 
characterizes all his conduct, was pleased, in his 
Speech to the two Houses of Congress, at the 
opening of the present session, to invite their at- 
tention to the adoption of a definitive plan for the 
redemption of the Public Debt, and to the con- 
summation of whatsoever may remain unfinished 
of our system of Public Credit, in order to place 
that Credit, as far as may be practicable, on 
grounds which cannot be disturbed. and to prevent 
that progressive accumulation of Debt, which 
must ultimately endanger all Government. 

It was, at the same time, very unjustly intima- 
ted, that the period which has elapsed since the 
commencement of our fiscal measures, (now more 
than four years,) has so far developed our re- 
sources, as to open the way to the important 
work. And it is matter of solid consolation that 
the result, presenting a state of our finances, pros- 
perous beyond expectation, solicits the public coun- 
ceils to enter, with zeal and decision, upon mea- 
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sures commensurate with the greatness of the in- 
terests to be promoted. 

Under the influence of this conviction, in con- 
formity with the suggestions of the President, and 
oe to the duty which the eonstitution of the 

epartment, as by law established, enjoins upon 
the Secretary of the Treasury, he has employed 
himself in digesting and preparing the materials 
of a plan for the attainment of the invaluable 
ends which are recommended. And he now re- 
spectfully submits them to the consideration of 

ongress. 

Towards a clear and distinct conception of the 
means necessary to the accomplishment of these 
ends, it will be useful, in the first place, to review 
what has been heretofore done. This will be pre- 
sented under three heads: 

I. The revenues which have been established ; 

II. The provisions for funding the Debt, and for 
the payment of interest upon it ; 

Ill. The provisions for reimbursing and extin- 
guishing the Debt. 

I. The revenues which have been established 
appear in the following facts: 

lst. “ An act for laying a duty on goods, wares, 
and merchandises. imported into the United 
States.” passed June the Ist, 1789. This act, as 
its title imports, lays various specific and ad valo- 
rem rates on all articles (with exception of a few 
useful to agriculture and manufactures) imported 
from foreign countries. The lowest ad valorem 
rate is 5 per cent., with a discount of 10 per cent. 
in favor of our own bottoms. The duration as- 
signed these duties was the end of the session of 
Congress next succeeding the Ist day of June, 
1796. 

2d. “An act imposing duties on tonnage,” passed 
July 20, 1789. 

This act lays various rates of duty on the ton- 
nage of ships and vessels entered in the United 
States from foreign countries, and, in, certain 
cases, in one part of the United States to another. 

It duration was indefinite, no limit having been 
assigned. 


3d. “ An act imposing duties on the tonnage of 


ships and vessels,” passed July 20, 1790. 

This act is a substitute for the one last men- 
tioned, preserving the same rates of duty, but ap- 
oo them, in some instances, differently. It is. 
ike the former, of indefinite duration. 

4th. “ An act making further provision for the 
payment of the Debts of the United States,” 
passed August 10, 1790. 

This act repeals, after the last of December, 
1790, the duties on imported articles, laid by the 
act above cited, and substitutes new and generally 
increased rates, specific and ad valorem. 

The lowest ad valorem rate in this, as in the 
former act, is five per cent.; but the number of 
articles to which it applies is much narrowed; 
and, instead of a discount in favor of our own 
bottoms, an addition of 10 per cent. is made to 
the disadvantage of foreign bottoms. 

The number of free articles is somewhat ex- 
tended, in further encouragement of agriculture 
and manufactures. 
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It is declared that the duties laid by this act 
shall continue till the Debts and purposes for 
which they are appropriated shall be satisfied ; 
reserving, however, a right to Congress to substi- 
tute other duties or taxes of equal value. 

5th. “ An act to incorporate the subscribers to- 
the Bank of the United States,” passed the 25th 
of February, 1791. 

The second section of this act authorizes the 
President to cause a subscription to be made to 
the stock of the Bank, on account of the United 
States, to the amount of $2,000,000; and, with a 
view to the accomplishment of that object, to 
borrow of the Bank $2,000,000, to be reimbursed 
in ten equal yearly instalments. 

The difference between the interest payable on 
the Loan and the dividend on the stock, consti- 
tutes an item of annual income to the United 
States. It is unappropriated. 

6th. “An act repealing. after the last day of 
June next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled 
spirits imported from abroad, and laying others in 
their stead ; and, also, upon spirits distilled within 
the United States, and for appropriating the 
same,” passed the 3d of March, 1791. 

This act, in conformity with its title, repeals, 
after June, 1791, the duties cn imported spirits, 
laid by the act of the 10th of August, 1790, and 
establishes, in lieu of them, higher rates, namely, 
from 20 to 40 cents per gallon, according to proof. 
It also lays duties, to commence at the same time, 
upon spirits distilled within the United States; 
namely, on those from foreign materials from 11 
to 30 cents, according to proof; on those from do- 
mestic materials, if distilled in cities, towns, or 
villages, from 9 to 25 cents per gallon, according 
to proof; if distilied in other places, it imposes a 
yearly rate of 60 cents per gallon of the capacity 
of each still, with an option to the distiller to 
keep and render an account of the produce of his 
still, and to pay 9 cents per gallon of the quantity 
of spirits distilled therein. — / 

These duties are appropriated, primarily, in the 
same manner and to the same purposes as those 
laid on imported articles by the act of the 10th of 
August, 1790, and are to continue for the same 
time, with the like reservation of a right to sub- 
stitute other duties or taxes of equal value. There 
is a further appropriation, which will be noticed 
hereafter. 

7th. “An act for raising a further sum of money 
for the protection of the frontiers, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned,” passed May 2, 1792. 

This act repeals, after June, 1792, the former 
duties on a number of imported articles. and es- 
tablishes higher duties in their stead. 

It extends, among other things, the duties on 
foreign distilled spirits, laying on those made from 
grain 28 to 50 cents per gallon; on others 25 to 
46 cents per gallon. The appropriation and dura- 
tion of these new duties are conformable and co- 
extensive with those repealed. There is, likewise, 
an addition of 24 per cent. to that class of duties 
ad valorein, which before was rated at 5 per cent., 
but this additional duty is limited to the term of 
two years. 

3d Con.—43 














Out of the surplus of these duties, after satis- 
fying the permanent appropriations, certain gross 
sums are appropriated for the service of the War 
Department. 

8th. “ An act concerning the duties on spirits 
distilled within the United States,” passed May 
8, 1792. 

This act repeals, after the last day of June, 
1792, the former duties on spirits distilled within 
the United States and on stills, and, instead of 
them, establishes lower duties, namely, on those 
made of foreign materials, from 10 to 25 cents 
per gallon, according to proof; on those made of 
domestic materials, if in cities, towns, or villages, 
or at distilleries, where the stills, singly or to- 
gether, are of the capacity of 400 gallons or up- 
wards, from 7 to 18 cents per gallon of the spirits 
distilled, according to the proof; if made in other 
places, or at distilleries where the stills are of in- 
ferior capacity, the yearly rate of 54 cents per gal- 
lon of the capacity of each still. A new option 
is given to the distiller, which is, instead of pay- 
ing the yearly rate, to take out licenses for the 
monthly employment of his stills, paying each 
time 10 cents per gallon of the capacity of each 
still. 

These new duties are appropriated in the same 
manner, and for the same purposes, and are to 
continue for the’ same time, as those for which 
they are substitutes; and, to make good any defi- 
ciency which may accrue from lowering the rates, 
the surplus of the duties imposed by the act of the 
2d of the same month is appropriated. 

“ An act to promote the progress of Useful Arts, 
and to repeal the act heretofore made for that pur- 
pose,” passed February 21, 1793. 

This act ordains certain fees to be paid by per- 
sons to whom vatents are granted for inventions, 
discoveries, or improvements, and appropriates 
them to the purpose of defraying clerk-hire in 
the Department of State. Its duration is inde- 
finite. 

9th. “An act to establish the Post Office and 
Post Roads within the United States,” passed 
May 8, 1794. 

This act establishes, to commence on the Ist of 
June following, various rates of postage on letters, 
and directs that the Postmaster shall render to the 
Treasury Department a quarterly account of re- 
ceipts and expenditures, and shall pay, quarterly, 
into the Treasury, the balance tn his hands. 

The duration of this act is also indefinite. It 
contains no appropriation of the sums paid into 
the Treasury. 

10th. “ An act laying duties upon carriages for 
the conveyance of persons,” passed June 5, 1794. 

This act lays different rates of duty, from $10 
down to $1, upon carriages for the conveyance of 
persons, kept by or for any person, for his or her 
own use, or to be let to hire, or for the convey- 
ing of passengers ; and, to guard against misap- 
prehension, declares, that the duties shall not be 
construed to extend to any carriage usually and 
chiefly employed in husbandry, or for the trans- 
porting or carrying of goods. wares, merchandise, 
produce, or commodities. 
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The duration of the duties is limited to the end 
of the session of Congress which shall be next 
after the term of two years from the time of pass- 
ing the act. It contains no appropriation. 

_ 1ith. “ An act laying duties on Bieenanh for sell- 
ing wines and foreign distilled spirituous liquors 
by retail,” passed June 5, 1794. 

This act requires that every retail dealer in 
wines shall take outa yearly license, and shall 
pay for it a duty of $5; and that every retail 

ealer in foreign distilled spirituous liquors shall 
also take out a yearly license, and pay for ita duty 
of $5. It defines a retail dealer in wines to be a 
person who deals in the selling of wines, to be 
carried or sent out of the house, building, or place 
of his or her dwelling, in less quantities at one 
time than thirty gallons, except in the original 
cask, case, box, or package, in which it is import- 
ed. A retail dealer of spirituous liquors to be a 
person who shall deal in the selling of foreign 
distilled spirituous liquors, to be carried or sent 
out of the house, building, or place of his or her 
dwelling, in less quantities than twenty gallons at 
one time. No difference is made between the 
dealer in several kinds of wines, or several kinds 
. songs distilled liquors, and the dealer in one 

ind. 

The same duration is assigned to this act as to 
the one last cited. It is equally without an ap- 
propriation. 

12th. “ An act laying certain duties upon snuff 
and refined sugar,” passed June 5, 1794. 

This act lays a duty of 8 cents per pound on all 
snuff, which, after the 30th of September, 1794, 
should be manufactured within the United States, 
and of 2 cents per pound on all sugar which, after 
that day, should be refined within the United 
States. The remark made upon the two last re- 
cited acts is applicable to this, as to the duration 
of the duties, and the appropriation of their 
proceeds. 

13th. “An act laying additional duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandises, imported into the United 
States,” passed June 7, 1794. 

This act lays upon sundry enumerated articles, 
on their importation from foreign countries, cer- 
tain specific and ad valorem rates of duty, in ad- 
dition to those before charged upon them, and 
adds generally a duty of two and a half per cen- 
tum on all that class of articles which were before 
chargeable with seven and a half per centum ad 
valorem. It also prolongs the temporary two and 
a half per centum, laidby the act of May 2, 1792, 
till the 1st of January, 1797, to which period the 
other duties laid by it are to continue. It con- 
tains no appropriation. 

14. “An act laying duties on property sold at 
auction,” passed June 9, 1794. 

This act lays a duty on sales at auction, by per- 
sons licensed according to the laws of a State or 
this act, prohibiting others from selling at auction, 
of one quarter per cent. of the sesshane money 
arising from the sale of any right, interest, or es- 
tate, in lands, tenements, or hereditaments, uten- 
sils in husbandry, farming stock, or ships and ves- 
sels, of one half per cent. of the purchase money 





arising from the sales of any other goods, chattels, 
rights, or credits. 

The term of these duties is limited to the end 
of the session next after the expiration of two 
years from the time of passing the act, which also 
is without an appropriation. 

But by an act, entitled “An act making appro- 
priations for certain purposes therein expressed,” 
passed the same 9th of June, 1794, certain specific 
sums, amounting together to $1,292,137 38, are 
charged upon the proceeds of the revenues which 
are created by the. five last mentioned acts, and 
there is a reservation made out of them of a sum 
sufficient to pay the interest of whatever moneys 
may be borrowed pursuant to the act, entitled 
“An act making further provision for the ex- 
— attending the intercourse of the United 

tates with foreign nations,” &c., passed the 20th 
of March, 1794, which sum is pledged for the pay- 
ment of that interest. 

These acts comprehend all the current revenues 
of the United States. Their product will appear 
hereafter. 

In addition to them a fund will be derived from 
the sale of the public lands in the Western Ter- 
ritory. And there likewise occur, from time 
to time, payments into the Treasury on ac- 
count of old debts; but these: e2 too casual and of 
too little magnitude to be more than cursorily 
mentioned. 

The lands in the Western Territory. of which 
the Government of the United States has acquired 
the right of soil, are estimated, in a report of the 
late Secretary of State, to amount to 21,000,000 
of acres. This quantity, at 20 cents per acre, the 
price upon former occasions contemplated, would 
yield a sur of $4,200,000. But it is believed that 
it would be unsafe to count upon so large a sum. 
Besides, the uncertainty as to the proportion which 
may be of a saleable quality, and as to the price 
which may be obtained for it, the boundary line 
between the United States and the Indians Is un- 
derstood to be unsettled with regard to a large 
part of the tract on which the computation is 
made. If it ultimately yields $3,000,000, it will 
probably equal every reasonable expectation. 

IL. The provisions for funding the Debt, and for 

ayment of interest upon it, are comprised in the 
ollowing acts: 


ist. “ An act making provision for the Debt of 


the United States,” passed August 4, 1790. 

This act, commonly called the Funding Act. 
contains these several provisions, viz : 

1. It reserves out of the proceeds of the duties 
on imports and tonnage, for the support of the 
Government of the United States, and their com- 
mon defence, the yearly sum of $600,000. 

2. It appropriates so much of the same proceeds 
as should be necessary to the payment of interest 
on Foreign Loans, before that time contracted, or 
which should afterwards be contracted, for dis- 
charging the arrears of interest, and the principal 
of antecedent Foreign Loans, to continue so ap- 
propriated till the Debt created by those Loans 
should be fully discharged. 

3. It authorizes the President to borrow any 
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sum or sums, not exceeding $12,000,000, to dis- 
charge the arrears of interest upon and the instal- 
ments of the principal of the Foreign Debt, due 
and to grow due; and if to be effected on advan- 
tageous terms, to pay off the whole of that Debt; 
and further authorizes him to make such other 
contracts respecting it as should be found for the 
interest of the United States, so that no engage- 
ment or contract should preclude from reimburs- 
ing the sum borrowed within fifteen years after 
they should be borrowed. 

4. In order to adapt the form of the Domestic 
Debt to the then circumstances of the United 
States, as far as should be found practicable, 
“consistently with good faith and the rights of 
creditors,” which it truly declares, “could only 
be done by a voluntary Loan on their part,” it 
proposes a Loan to the United States, (directing, 
for that purpose, books for subscriptions to be 
opened at the Treasury, and by Commissioners 
of Loans in the several States, on the Ist of Oc- 
tober, 1790, and to continue for a year,) the sums 
subscribed to the Loan to be paid in certain enu- 
merated evidences of the Debt of the United 
States upon these terms, viz: 

First: That the interest unpaid on the principal 
of those evidences should be computed up to the 
last of December, 1790. 

Second, That, for any sum subscribed and paid 
in the principal of the Debt, the subscriber should 
be entitled to one certificate for a sum equal to 
two-thirds of the sum subseribed, bearing an in- 
terest of 6 per cent. per annum, commencing the 
Ist day of January, 1791, payable quarter-yearly, 
and subject to redemption by payments not ex- 
ceeding, in one year, on account of both principal 
and interest, $8 upon a hundred of the original 
sum so subscribed and paid; and to another certi- 
ficate for a sum equal to the remaining third of 
that sum, which, after the year 1800, should bear 
a like interest, payable in like manner, and sub- 
ject to a like rate of redemption; but that the 
United States, though having a right to redeem 
in the abovementioned proportion, should not be 
obliged to do it. 

hird. That for any sum subscribed and paid 
in the interest of the Debt, the subscriber should 
be entitled to a certificate for a sum equal to the 
sum subscribed, bearing an interest of 3 per cent. 
per annum, from the said last day of December, 
1790, payable quarter-yearly, and redeemable at 
pleasure, by payment of the principal. 

Fourth. That the new stock created by the said 
Loan should be transferable on the books upon 
which the credit for it should stand by the pro- 
prietor or his attorney; these books to be either 
those kept for the purpose at the Treasury, or by 
the Commissioners of Loans in the respective 
States; a mode being provided for the transfer 
from the books at one place to those at another. 

Fifth. That the interest shauld be payable 
wheresoever the credit for the stock should exist, 
when the payment of the imterest should become 
due ; except that the dividend of interest for any 
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afterwards be demandable only at the Trea- 
sury. 

Siath. That, for the regular payment of the in- 
terest on the several kinds of stock to arise from 
the Loan, as it should accrue, ineluding that which 
is deferred, the proceeds of the public revenues, 
which, before that time, had been, cr, during the 
then session, should be provided, after reserving, 
yearly, $600,000, for the support of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and their common de- 
fence, and such sum as should be necessary for 
payment of interest on the Foreign Loans before 
mentioned should be, and thereby were, pledged 
and appropriated till the final redemption of the 
capital stock. 

5. Premising that some of the creditors of the 
United States might not think fit to become sub- 
scribers to the Loan, this act declares that “no- 
thing contained in it should be construed in any 
wise to alter, abridge, or impair the rights of those 
creditors of the United States who should not sub- 
scribe to the Loan or the contracts upon which 
their respective claims are founded, but that the 
said contracts and rights should remain in full 
force and virtue.” And to obviate all idea of com- 
pulsion on the creditors to subscribe, it allows to 
non-subscribers, during the pendency of the Loan, 
and until the end of the year 1791, a rate per cen- 
tum, on their respective demands, equal to that 
which is paid to subscribing creditors; on the sole 
condition, that the evidences of Debt holden by 
them, except those which had been issued by the 
Register oi tue Treasury, for the registered Debt, 
should be exchanged for other certificates, spe- 
cifying the specie amount of those in exchange, 
for which they were given, and otherwise of the 
like tenor with those which had therefore been 
issued by the Register of the Treasury, for the 
registered Debt; stating, as the grounds of this 
condition, that some of the certificates then in 
circulation, had not been liquidated to specie va- 
lue; that most of them were greatly subject to 
counterfeit; that counterfeits had actually taken 
place in numerous instances; and that embarrass- 
ment and imposition might attend the payment of 
interest on these certificates in their then form. 

6. This act likewise proposes another Loan, to 
the amount of $21,500,000, payable in the prinei- 
pal and interest, indiscriminately, of the evidences 
of Debt of the respective States, according to cer- 
tain quotas, to be conducted in the same manner, 
and to be open for the same time, as that in the 
Domestic Debt of the United States. The terms 
of this Loan to be: 

First.—T hat, for any sum s.bseribed, the sub- 
scriber should be entitled to one certificate, for a 
sum equal to four-ninths of the subscribed sum, 


bearing an interest of six per centum per annum, | 


commencing the Ist day of January, 1791. To 
another certificate, for a sum equal to two-ninths 
of the said subscribed sum, bearing an interest, 
after the year 1800, of six per centum per annum ; 
and, to a third certificate, for a sum equal to three- 
ninths of the said subscribed sum, bearing an in- 


quarter of a year which should not be demanded | terest of three per centum per annum, commencing 
before the expiration of a third quarter, should | on the same first day of January, 1791: the inte- 
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rest, in each case, to be payable in like manner, 
and to be subject to the like redemption as that on 
the correspondent kinds of stock to be created b 
this, the said first-mentioned Loan. And the aon 
to be created by this second Loan, to be transfer- 
able on the same principles, and in the same modes, 
as that produced by the former. 

Second.—That, for the regular payment of in- 
terest on the several kinds of stock to arise from 
this Loan, as it should accrue, including that which 
is deferred, the proceeds of the public revenues, 
which, before that time, had been, or during the 
then session should be, provided, after reserving 
the aforesaid yearly sum of $600,000 the sum ne- 
cessary for payment of interest on the Foreign 
Loans made, and to be made, ahd the sum neces- 
sary for payment of interest on the Loan in the 
Domestic Debt, should be, and thereby were, 
pledged and appropriated ; to continue so pledged 
and appropriated until the final redemption of the 
capital stock. 

7. To secure the due application of these re- 
venues, according tothe appropriations, an account 
of them is directed to be kept, distinct from that 
of the proceeds of any other revenues, except such 
as should be raised to make good a deficiency in 
those ; and the faith of the United States is pledged 
to appropriate additional and permanent funds, for 
satisfying such deficiency. 

8. The proceeds of the sales of lands in the 
Western Territory, then belonging, or which there- 
after should belong, to the United States, ‘are 
peverd and appropriated for the discharge of the 

ebts which the United States then owed, or by 
virtue of that act should owe. 

There are several collateral and supplementary 
provisions, which are omitted, as immaterial to 
the intended view of the subject. 

2d. “ An act repealing, after the last day of June 
next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spi- 
rits, &c.,” passed the 3d of March, 1791. 

The proceeds of the duties, laid by this act, are 
made subject to the same appropriations, and in 
the same order of priority, as those contained in 
the Funding Act; and, to secure their due applica- 
tion, an account is directed to be kept of them. dis- 
tinct from that of any other revenues, except those 
appropriated by the Funding Act. 

3d. “ An act for raising a further sum of money 
for the protection of the frontiers, &c.,” passed 
May 2, 1792. 

This act, which, as has been before noticed, in- 
creased permanently the duties on certain import- 
ed articles, and laid a temporary additional duty 
on some others, appropriates, primarily, the pro- 
ceeds of the permanent augmentations, in the same 
inanner, and to the same purposes, as the ante- 
cedent duties were appropriated ; that is, in con- 
formity with the Funding Act. 

4th. “ An act concerning the duties on spirits 
distilled within the United States,” passed May 
8, 1792. 

This act, which lowers the duties on spirits dis- 
tilled within the United States, and on stills, ap- 
propriates the proceeds of the reduced duties in 
the same manner as were the former duties; and, 
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to make good whatever deficiency might be occa- 
sioned by the reduction of the rates, pledges, as a 
substitute, the surplus of the augmented duties laid 
by the last cited act. 

5th. “ An act providing for the payment of the 
second instalment due on a Loan made of the 
Bank of the United States,” passed June 4, 1794. 

This act, in addition to a provision for paying 
that second instalment,.appropriates so much of 
the dividends on the stock whi the United States 
hold in the Bank, as should be necessary to the 
payment of interest on the capital of a Loan of 
$2,000,000, had of the Bank, pursuant to the 11th 
section of the act by which it is incorporated. It 
also fixes the last day of December, in each year, 
as the annual period for the payment of the suc- 
cessive instalments of that Loan. 

6th. “An act making provision for the pay- 
ment of the interest on the balances due to certain 
States, upon a final settlement of accounts be- 
tween the United Statesand the individual States,” 
passed May 30, 1794. 

This act directs that interest shall be allowed 
and computed on the balances to creditor States, 
from the last of December, 1789, to the last of De- 
cember, 1794; which, being placed to their credit 
respectively, shall bear an interest o* three per 
centum per annum, from the period last men- 
tioned. 

It further directs that the interests on the prin- 
cipal balances, to be funded agreeably to the terms 
of the act for the settlement of accounts, together 
with the interest upon the arrears of interest, com- 
puted on those balances, and forming a new capi- 
tal, shall be payable at the offices of the Commis- 
sioners of Loans, within the States to which the 
balances are respectively due, and shall be paid 
quarter yearly, after the last day of December, 
1794, at the same epochs in each year, at which 
interest is payable, on the other parts of the Fund- 
ed Debt: to which end, so much of the proceeds 
of the duties on imports and tonnage, as may be 
necessary, and as were not otherwise previously 
appropriated, are appropriated; and the faith of 
the United States is pledged to provide for any 
deficiency which may happen by- additional and 
permanent funds. 

There are several acts which prolong, from time 
totime, the subscriptions in the Domestic and State 
Debts. on the same terms as by the Funding Act. 
those in the Domestic Debt being continued down 
to the last day of December, 1794; which acts, to- 
gether with the acts particularly cited, comprise 
all those that relate to the funding of the Public 
Debt, and the payment of interest thereupon. The 
result of these acts is exhibited in the tables A, B. 
C, and D, which show the amount of the Foreign 
Debt; that of the Funded Debt, the probable 
amount of that which remains unfunded, of what 
composed, and the annual amount of interest upon 
the different portions of Debt, according to con- 
tract, and according to the plan of this report. 

Ill. The provisions for reimbursing and redeem- 
ing the Public Debt, are contained in the follow- 
ing acts, and are as follows, viz: 

ist. “ An act making provision for the Debt of 
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the United States,” passed 
1790. 

This act, which is the one that regulates the 
funding of the Debt, by the last section appropri- 
ates the proceeds of the sales of the lands in the 
Western Territory, then belonging, or thereafter 
to belong, to the United.States, to the sinking or 
discharging of the Debts for which the United 
States then were, or by virtue of that act should 
be, holden, to be applied solely to that use, until 
they should be fully satisfied. 

2d. “ Anact making provision for the reduction 
of the Public Debt,” passed August 12, 1790. 

This act, premising that it is desirable, by all 
just and proper means, to effect a reduction of the 

ublic Debt, and that the application of the sur- 
plus revenue to that object, will not only contri- 
bute to this desirable end, but will be beneficial to 
the creditors of the United States, by raismg the 
price of their stock, and be productive of consider- 
able saving to the United States, enacts— 

1. That the surplus of the duties on imports 
and tonnage, to the end of the year 1790, shall be 
applied to the purchase of the Debt of the United 
States, at its market price, if not exceeding the 
par or true value thereof. 

2. That the purchases to be made shall be con- 
ducted under the direction of the President of the 
Senate, the Chief Justice, the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Attorney 
General, who, or any three of whom, with the 
approbation of the President, are authorized to 
cause them to be made, in such manner, and un- 
der such regulations, as shall appear to them best 
calculated to fulfil the intent of this aet: Pro- 
vided, That the same should be made openly, and 
with due regard to the equal benefit of the several 
States. 

3. That the accounts of the application of the 
Fund should be settled as other public accounts, 
accompanied with returns of the amount of Debt, 
purchased at the end of each quarter of a year; 
and that a full and exact report of the proceedings 
of the Commissioners should be laid before Con- 
gress, within the first fourteen days of each ses- 
sion, including a statement of the disbursements 
and purchases, specifying the times when, prices 
at which, and persons of whom, the purchases 
were made. 

4. That, in addition to this fund, the President 
should be authorized to borrow any sum or sums, 
not exceeding $2,000,000, at an interest not ex- 
ceeding five per centum, to be applied to purchases 
of Public Debt, in like manner, and under the same 
direction and regulations as th? first mentioned 
fund: Provided, That, out of the interest of the 
Debt to be purchased, there should be appropri- 
ated, annually, a sum not exceeding eight per 
centum of the sums borrowed, towards paying the 
interest and reimbursing the principal of these 
sums. 

But, to guard against the possibility of a defi- 
ciency of means to pay the interest on the Debt 
which was to accrue in the year 1791, authority 
is given to reserve and apply to that purpose, out 
of the first mentioned fund, as much as might be 


the 4th of August, 


. 


necessary to.supply the defect of receipts, as 
that year, on account of the duties which shoul 
accrue after the year 1790. 

3d. “ An act repealing, after the last day of June 
next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spi- 
rits, &c.,” passed the 3d of March, 1791. 

This act appropriates whatever surplus may 
remain, from year to year, of the proceeds of the 
duties which it imposes, after satisfying prior ap- 
propriations, to the reduction of the Punic Debt, 
unless such surplus shall be required for the cur- 
rent public exigencies, and, by special acts of Con- 
gress, shall be appropriated thereto. 

4th. “ An act supplementary to the act making 
provision for the reduction of the Public Debt,” 
passed the 3d day of March, 1791. 

This act declares that the terms of a Loan of 
three millions of florins, obtained in Holland, 
bearing five per cent. interest, and four and a half 
per cent. for charges, and future Loans on the 
same terms, should be deemed to be within the 
meaning of the act of the 12th of August, 1790. 

5th. “ An act supplementary to the act making 
provision for the Debt of the United States,” passed 
May 8, 1792. 

This act makes provision for the payment of a 
debt due to certain foreign officers who had served 
the United States, (the interest of which was, by 
stipulation, payable at Paris,) out of the moneys 
authorized to be borrowed by the Funding Act. 
It also establishes a permanent Sinking Fund, to 
be composed— 

1. Of the interest of the Public Debt purchased. 
redeemed, or paid into the Treasury, in satisfac- 
tion of any debt or demand. 

2. Of the surplus, if any, which should remain of 
moneys appropriated for paying the interest of the 
Public Debt, after paying that interest. 

This Fund is to be applied, under the direction 
of the Commissioners nominated in the act of the 
12th of August, with the like approbation of the 
President— 

First—To the purchase of the several species 
of stock constituting the Debt of the United States, 
at their respective market prices, not exceeding 
the par or true value thereof, and, as nearly 
as may be, in equal proportions, until the annual 
amount of the fund shall be equal to two per 
centum of the whole amount of the outstanding 
Funded Stock, bearing a present interest of six 
per centum: Thenceforth— 

Second.—To the redemption of that stock, ac- 
cording to the right reserved to the United States, 
until the whole should be redeemed: and, lastly, 
after such redemption, to the purchase, at its 
market price, of any unredeemed Debt of the 
United States; which »vurchases are directed to 
be made at the lowest prices at which they can 
be effected by open purchase, or by receiving seal- 
ed proposals, to be opened in the presence of the 
Commissioners, or persons authorized by them to 
make purchases, and of the persons making the 
proposals ; and are to be accounted for at the Trea- 
sury, and reported to Congress, in the same man- 
ner as the purchases before authorized to be 
made. 
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6th. “An act making appropriations for the 

support of Government, for the year 1793.” 

his act provides that the President of the Unit- 
ed States shall cause-so much of the Loan made 
of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the 
11th section of the act of incorporation, to be paid 
off, in sums not less than $50,000, as, in his opin- 
ion, the state of the Treasury may, from time to 
time, admit, out of any moneys which may be in 
the Treasury, having due regard to the exigencies 
of the Government, and the appropriations made, 
and to be made, by law. 

7th. “ An act making provision for the payment 
of the first instalment due on a Loan made of the 
Bank of the United States,” passed March 2d, 
1793. 

This act authorizes the payment of the first in- 
stalment of a Loan of two millions of dollars, had 
of the Bank of the United States, pursuant to the 
11th section of the act by which it is incorporated, 
out of the moneys borrowed upon the authority of 
the act making provision for the reduction of the 
Public Debt. 

8th. “ An act providing for the payment of the 
second instalment, due on a Loan made of the 
Bank of the United States,” passed June 4, 1794. 
_ This act authorizes the payment of that second 
instalment, out of the proceeds of any Foreign 
Loans before that time transferred to the United 
States. It makes other provisions, which have 
been noticed under a preceding head. 

These acts comprise all the provisions which 
have been made for reimbursing and redeeming 
the Debt of the United States. The result, to 
the last of December, 1794, is presented in the 
statement E. 

There are two other acts, which, though not 
falling properly under either of the foregoing 
heads, require, from their relation to the subject, 
to be brought into view. 

1. An act relative to claims against the United 
States, not barred by any act of limitation, and 
which have not been already adjusted, passed Fe- 
bruary 12, 1793. 

_ This act directs that all claims of the descrip- 
tion given in the title shall be presented at the 
Treasury for adjustment, by the Ist of May, 1794, 
or shall be for ever after barred; except those for 
Loan Office certificates, final settlements, indents 
of interest, Register’s certificates, balances on the 
books of the Treasury, Loans of money in foreign 
countries, certificates issued under the act, entitled 
“An act making provision for the Debt of the 
United States.” 

Such of the claims presented as cannot be ad- 
mitted in the course of the Treasury, are to be re- 
ported to Congress, by the accounting officers. 

Among the claims inadmissible in the ordinary 
course of the Treasury, is a sum of $90,574, of the 
bills of credit, commonly called new emission 
money. 

2. An act making further provision for the ex- 
penses attending the intercourse of the United 
States with foreign nations, &c., passed March 
20, 1794. 

This act appropriates, in addition to former pro- 
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visions, one million cf dollars for the purposes 
mentioned in the title, to be paid out of any mo- 
neys which may be in the Treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated, and to be applied under the 
direction of the President of the United States, 
who is also authorized, if necessary, to borrow the 
whole, or any part of the sum; but there is no 
special appropriation either for paying the interest 
or reimbursing the principal of the Loan. 

The act already quoted, of the 9th of June, 1794, 
entitled “An act making appropriations for cer- 
tain purposes therein expressed,” with a view to 
remedy this defect, appropriates, out of the pro- 
ceeds of the taxes laid during the last session, such 
sum as shall be sufficient to pay the interest on 
whatever moneys may be borrowed, pursuant to 
the act of March 20, 1794. 

The foregoing review of the laws which con- 
stitute the fiscal system of the United States dis- 
plays these prominent points as tie leading fea- 
tures of that system: 

ist. That all the current revenues of the United 
States are derived from these sources, to wit: im- 
ported articles ; the tonnage of ships and vessels ; 
spirits distilled within the United States, and stills; 
the postage of letters; fees on patents; dividends 
of Bank stock; snuff manufactured within the 
United States; sugar refined within the United 
States; sales at auction; licenses to retail wines 
and distilled spirits ; carriages for the conveyance 
of persons. 

2d. That, of these revenues, the principal part 
of the duties on imported articles, those on the ton- 
nage of ships and vessels, those on distilled spirits 
and stills, those on the postage of letters, patent 
fees, the dividends on Bank stock, are permanent, 
(the three first being commensurate with the ex- 
istence of the Debt for the payment of the interest 
of which they are pledged, the fourth and fifth 
having no limit assigned in the laws, and the last 
being commensurate with the duration of the pro- 

erty in the stock,) all the others temporary ; being 
imited to continue no longer than till the end of 
the session of Congress next after the expiration 
of two years from the respective times of passing 
the laws which established them, except the tem- 
porary duties on imports and tonnage, which are 
to continue till the Ist of January, 1797. 

3d. That the permanent duties on imported ar- 
ticles, the tonnage luties, the duties on spirits dis- 
tilled within the United States, and on stills, are 
subject to these permanent dispositions : 

1. To an annual reservation of $600,000, for the 
support of the Government of the United States 
and their common defence. 

2. To an appropriation of so much as may be 
necessary to pay the interest on the Foreign Loans 
provided for by the Funding Act. 

3. To an appropriation of so much as may be 
necessary to pay the interest on the stock created 
by the Loan in Domestic Debt, or, more properly, 
in the original Debt of the United States. 

4, To an appropriation of so much as may be 
necessary to caowes the interest on the stock 
created by the Loan in the debts of the respective 
States. 
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5. To an appropriation of so much as may be 
necessary to pay the interest on the balances due 
to creditor States, which dispositions establish 
priorities, according to the order in which they 
are here enumerated. 

4th. That the surplus, if any, of the duties on 
spirits distilled within the United States, and on 
stills, has an ultimate appropriation, that is, to the 
reduction of the Public Debt; but that the sur- 
plusses of the other duties have no such ultimate 
appropriation. 

Sth. That the duties on the postage of letters 
and the nett dividend on Bank stock have no per- 
manent or particular appropriation. 

6th. That the temporary duties are charged 
with a specific sum of $1,292,137 38, and with the 
payment of interest on a sum of $1,000,000, au- 
thorized to be borrowed for the expenses of foreign 
intercourse. 

7th. That the whole of the Foreign Debt. and 
all that part of the Domestic Debt, being now 
nearly the whole, which consists of the stock cre- 
ated by the Loans in the original Debt of the 
United States, and in the particular debts of the 
several States, and by the balances due to credi- 
tor States, are bottomed on certain specified reve- 
nues, pledged or hypothecated for the payment 
of the interest upon them, and thus constitute the 
Funded Debt of the United States. 

8th. That the Funded Domestic Debt of the 
United States consists of three species of stock— 
one bearing a present interest of six per cent. per 
annum; another bearing a like iaterest after the 
year 1800; a third bearing a present interest of 
three per cent. per annum—the interest in each 
case payable quarter yearly. 

9th. That the six per cent. stock, present and 
deferred, can be redeemed in no greater propor- 
tion than at the rate of eight per centum per an- 
num of the original sum, on account both of prin- 
cipal and interest; but the three per cent. stock is 
redeemable at pleasure. 

10. That the provision for subscribing to the 
Loan in Domestic Debt expired on the last of De- 
cember, 1794, and that no further provision has 
been made for the unsubscribed residue. 

Lith. That the Funding Act expressly confirms 
the contracts and rights of the creditors of the 
United States, who shall not think fit to subscribe 
to the Loan, and gives an expectation to them of 
further and other arrangements, upon the event 
of the propositions made to them. 

12th. That the proceeds of all the lands of the 
United States in the Western Territory are ap- 
propriated to the redemption of all that part of 
the Public Debt for which, prior to the Funding 
Act, or by virtue thereof, the United States were 
or are liable. 

13th. That, in addition to this, a regular Sink- 
ing Fund has been successively constituted, to be 
applied under the direction of five principal offi- 
cers of the United States, with the approbation of 
the President, hitherto composed of three parts— 
ist, the surplus of the duties on imports and ton- 
nage to the end of 1790; 2dly, the proceeds of 
Loans not exceeding $2,000,000, authorized to be 
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borrowed for the purpose, (these two funds to be 


invested in purchases ;) and, 3dly, (in which the 
two former resolve themselves,) the interest on 
the Public Debt, purchased, redeemed, or paid 
into the Treasury, together with the surplusses, if 
any, of moneys appropriated for interest, to be a 
plied first to purchases of the Debt, till the fundes 
equal to two per centum of the outstanding stock, 
bearing a present interest of six per cent.; second, 
to the redemption of that stock ; and, lastly, to pur- 
chases of any unredeemed residue of the Public 
Debt. But there is reserved out of this funda 
sum not exceeding eight per centum per annum 
towards the payment of interest and reimbursing 
of the principal of the Loans made for purchases 
of the Debt. 

To this recapitulation of the leading features of 
our Fiscal System, it may be useful to add a sum- 
mary exhibition of certain results, which appear 
more in detail, or are deducible from the tables or 
statements annexed to this report. 

The particulars and amount of the Debt of the 
United States are as follows: 

Foreign Debt, as per statements B 

and C - - $14,599,129 35 
Deduct instalment 

of Foreign Debt 

in the year 1795, 

to be paid out of 

proceeds of Fo- 

reign Loans - 853,750 00 
—_—————— $13,745,379 35 

Funded Domestic Debt, viz: 

1. Arising from 
original Domestic 
Debt, subseribed to 
Loan proposed by 
Funding Act— 

Stock bearing a 

present interest 

of six percent.- 17,912,138 01 
Stock bearinga fu- 

ture interest of 

six percent. - 8,538,228 97 
Stock bearing an 

interest of three 

per cent. - 12,275,347 55 

2. Arising from 
State Debts as- 
sumed— 

Stock bearing a 

present interest 

of six percent.- 7,908,374 19 
Stock bearinga fu- 

ture interest of 

six percent. - 3,940,608 96 
Stock bearing an 

interest of three 

per cent. - 5,994,115 70 

3. Arising from 
balances to credit- 
or States— 

Stock bearing a 
present interest 
of six percent.- 2,345,056 00 
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Stock bearinga fu- 
ture interest of 
six per cent. 


1,172,528 00 


Stock bearing an 
interest of three 
per cent. - 703,516 80 





60,789,914 18 


Unsubscribed Debt, viz: 
Principal, exclu- 
sive of Loan Of- 
fice certificates, 
bearing interest 
on nominal va- 
lue - - 
Interest thereup- 
on, including in- 
dents - - 
Principal of Loan 
Office _certifi- 
cates, bearing 
interest on no- 
minalsum = - 
Interest thereupon 


1,072,583 40 
452,826 74 
27,935 00 


7,830 00 
1,561,175 14 





Total unredeemed Debt 


- $76,096,468 67 


This is exclusive of a sum of $1,400,000 due to 
the Bank of the United States, on account of the 
Loan of $2,000,000 had of that institution, pursu- 
ant to the eleventh section of the act by which it 
is incorporated, and which is not included in the 
mass of the Debt, because it is more than coun- 
terbalanced by a greater value in stock. Itisalso 
exclusive of those Loans which are temporary an- 
ticipations of the revenue. 

The particulars and amount of the annual cur- 
rent revenues of the United States are as follows: 


APPROPRIATED. PERMANENT. 


Duties on imports and 
tonnage, domestic $4,199,791 67 
Duties on distilled spi- 
rits and stills - 
Fees on patents . 


400,000 00 
660 00 
UNAPPROPRIATED. 

Postage of letters : 

Surplus dividends on 

Bank stock - - 


29,722 16 


62,500 00 
— $4,692,673 83 


TEMPORARY. 

Temporary duties on 
imports - - 1,479,626 91 

INTERNAL. 

Duties on snuff, refined 
sugar, sales at auc- 
tion, licenses to re- 
tail spiritsand wines, 
carriages for convey- 
ance of persons = - 





380,000 00 
ee 1 B5RARE OA 


Total annual current revenue $6,552,300 74 




















——— 


The particulars and amount of the annual stat- 
ed expenditure of the United States, computing 
the Army and Navy Establishments on the scale 
of an Indian and Algerine war, are as follows: 


Interest on the Foreign Debt - $638,480 58 
Interest on Domestic Funded Debt - 2,339,241 50 
Interest on Unfunded Debt - - 66,031 10 
Interest on temporary Loans - 100,000 00 
Expenses of the Civil Government, 

including Foreign Intercourse - 475,249 53 
Expenses of Military Land Service 1,511,975 29 
Expenses of Military Naval Service 441,508 80 
Miscellany - - - - 109,357 04 





$5,681,843 84 


Total annual expenditure 








This sum is liable to be increased by the inte- 
rest which will begin to accrue on the deferred 
stock the first of January, 1801 ; being, on the pre- 
sent amount of that stock, $871,401 92. 

The annual force of the Sinking Fund, as de- 
pending on ascertained funds, may be stated as 
follows: 


Interest for a year, on sums already 


carried to its credit : - $68,225-55 
Interest for a year, on debts of fo- 

reign officers, in a course of pay- 

ment, including arrears of interest 

to be carried to the credit of this 

fund . os eS - 13,439 49 


Interest for a year, on the unexpend- 
ed surplus of the revenues at the 
end of the year 1790, being $411,- 
659 49, supposing this to be in- 
vested, by purchase, in an equal 
sum of present six per cent. stock 


Total - - 


24,699 56 


- $106,364 60 





It is further liable to be increased by an invest- 
ment in purchases of $865,998 11, which, together 
with the sums from that source, already invest- 
ed in purchases and payments, will amount to 
$2,000,000, the sum authorized to be borrowed for 
purchases of the Debt. 

But, as this auxiliary depends on an operation, 
not only future, but, in some degree, casual, it can- 
not be taken into an estimate of the actual strength 
of the fund. 

The proceeds of the sales of Western lands must 
also be considered as an eventual resource. 

There are other contingent sources of augment- 
ation not computed, because they are contingent. 
But, on the other hand, the fund is liable to be re- 
duced by a sum reserved out of it for the payment 
of principal and interest of the two millions au- 
thorized to be borrowed for purchases, not exceed- 
ing eight per centum per annum. 

he sum applicable, in the first instance, to the 
redemption of that portion of the Funded Debt 
which bears a present interest of six per centum, 
excluding that standing to the credit of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund. is as as follows: 
Of transferable stock - - $516,410 24 
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Of untransferable stock, arising from 


balances to creditor States ° 46,901 12 


Total - - - $563,311 36 








The sum applicable, in the first instance, (that 
is, on the first day of January, 1802,) to the re- 
demption of that portion of the Funded Debt now 
called deferred stock, excluding that standing to 
the credit of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, will be as follows: 

Of transferable stock - - $249,576 75 
Of untransferable stock,arising from 


balances to creditor States - 23,450 56 


Total - - - $273,027 31 





These sums would complete the redemption of 
the whole amount of the stock to which they are 
applicable, within twenty-three years after the 
redemption in each case was begun ; within which 
terms they would discharge the whole of the Pub- 
lic Debt, except the Foreign Debt, the unsubscrib- 
ed Debt, and the three per cent. stock. 

If the redemption of the present six per cent. 
stock commence the first of January, 1796, and 
the redeeming fund be commensurate with the 
whole of the unredeemed stock bearing a present 
interest of six per cent., and transferable, the re- 
venue set free in the year 1818, for operations 
upon the residue of the Debt, will be $2,039,394 36. 

If the redemption gf the Deferred Debt com- 
mence the first of January, 1802, when it may 
rightfully commence, and the redeeming fund be 
commensurate with the whole of that stock, un- 
redeemed and transferable, the revenue set free in 
the year 1824, for operations upon the residue of 
the Public Debt, if any remain, will be $998,307 02. 

The revenue set free by these successive re- 
demptions, would be sufficient to redeem the 
whole of the present Foreign Debt in six years; that 
is, Within a term of twenty-eight years from the 
proposed time for commencing the redemption, 
or the Ist January, 1796; and, atter extinguishing 
the Foreign Debt, would more than discharge the 
whole of the balances to creditor States, and the 
whole of the unfunded Debt, in two years more. 

If the proceeds of the lands in the Western ter- 
ritory should be equal to three millions of dollars, 
and the three per cent. stock can be purchased at 
an average of twelve shillings in the pound, that 
fund would suffice to pay off the principal of the 
three per cent. stock, in something more than 
twenty-five years. 

It follows, that, if the force of the Sinking Fund 
be rendered equal, exclusive of the proceeds of 
the sales of Western lands, to the redemption of 
the present unredeemed transferable stock, eom- 
mencing the lst of January, 1796, as to that bear- 
ing a present interest of 6 per centum, and the 
Ist of January, 1802, as to that bearing a future 
interest of 6 per centum; and if the proceeds of 
the sales of Western lands should prove equal to 
3,000,000 of dollars, and can be brought into ac- 
tion for purchasers of the 3 per cent. stock, at the 
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rate above mentioned, at any time before the time 
before the year 1801, the whole of the present Debt 
of the United States, Foreign and Domestic, (the 
funds appropriated being, during the whole period, 
adequate, in productiveness, and inviolably ap- 
plied) would be extinguished in thirty years. 
And there would then revert to the United States, 
an annual income of 4,435,320 dollars and 89 cents. 
Some auxiliary provisions, which will be proposed, 
may greatly accelerate that result.* 

On the basis of the foregoing data, the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury proceeds to submit to the 
consideration of Congress, certain propositions, 
which appear to him necessary to be adopted to 
complete our system of public credit. These will 
be followed by some explanatory remarks. 


1. PROPOSITION. 
That further provision be made, with regard to 


the yet unsubseribed Debt of the United States, 
as follows: 


lst. Further time to be given, until the end of 
the year 1795, to subseribe the same to the Loan 
proposed by the Funding Act ; with liberty to the 
holders to subscribe the arrears of interest up to 
that period, separately from the principal, reserv- 
ing that principal on its original footing. 

2d. An appropriation to be made for payment 
of interest on so much of the principal (excepting 
Loan Office certificates bearing interest on the 
nominal value) as, at the end of the year 1795, 
shall remain unsubscribed, for the term of .one 
year, according to the rate or rates stipulated by 
the original contracts, and for the payment of ten 
per centum of the arrears of interest thereupon, 
to the same end of the years 1795. This payment 
to be made on the Ist of January, 1796, at the 
Treasury, where no particular place of payment is 
stipulated, and at such place, where there is one. 

3d. The specie principal of the Loan Office cer- 
vificates, which bear interest on the nominal value, 
together with the arrears of interest, to be imme- 
diately paid off. 

Il. Proposition. 

That provision be made for taking, upon Loan 
to the United States, by subscription at the Trea- 
sury, the outstanding and unbarred new emission 
bills of credit, the sums subscribed to be paid in 
the principal only of those bilis, and the stock of 
the new Loan to bear an interest of 5 per cent. 
per annum, payable, quarter yearly, at the Trea- 
sury, and redeemable at the pleasure of the United 
States, by payment of the principal, with a stipu- 
lation to pay the same atthe expiration of thirty 
years. The Loan to be deemed to commence on 
the first of January, 1796, and to rest on funds per- 
manently pledged, namely, the permanent reve- 
nues, 

Ill. Proposition. 


That provision be made for converting, by a 
new Loan, the whole of our present Foreign, into 


*These results are not stated with fractional correctness, be- 
cause it is not necessary to a satisfactory corclusion, and the mi- 
nuteness of the calculation would have demanded more time than 
can conveniently be spared. 
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Domestic Debt, upon these terms, to wit; that, for 
any sum subscribed to the new Loan, and paid in 
the principal of the present Foreign Debt of the 
United States, there be allowed, in addition to the 
interest now payable upon such principal, the fur- 
ther yearly interest of 4 per centum, or, in lieu 
thereof, at the option of each subscriber, an equi- 
valent sum in capital stock, bearing an interest of 
5 per centum per annum. That the whole inter- 
est upon the new Loan, including that upon the 
capital stock, to be given as an equivalent for the 
additional 3 per cent., shall remain fixed until the 
first day of January, 1818, at which time, and not 
sooner, the principal of the said new Loan, includ- 
ing the said capital stock given as an equivalent, 
may and shall be reimbursed, except as to such 
subscribers as may prefer a shorter term of reim- 
bursement, who may elect any term not less than 
fifteen years. That the permanent revenues shall 
be and remain firmly pledged for the payment of | 
the said interest, until the reimbursement of the 
said principal, to be paid quarter yearly, as that of 
the present funded Domestic Debt. And, lastly. 
that the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund be 
empowered, with the approbation of the President, 
to provide by new loans, for the reimbursemeat 
of any instalment, or part of principal, of the 
present Foreign Debt, or of the Loan to be made 
thereupon, as aforesaid, either by direct borrowing 
or by sale, in the market, of certificates of stock, 
soas the said Loan, or the said certificates of stock, 
shall bear an interest not exceeding 6 per centum 
per annum, and shall be liable to reimbursement 
within a term not exceeding twenty-four years. 
The interest upon the capital reimbursed, and, in 
aid thereof, the permanent revenues, to be pledged 
for the interest upon the loans or stock to be made 
or created by virtue of the said power. 


IV. Proposition. 


That the temporary duties on imports be made 
co-extensive, in duration, with those now perma- 
nent, and be appropriated in like manner ; and that 
the reservation of 600,000 dollars, annually, out of 
the duties on imports and tonnage, for the sup- 
port of the Government of the United States, and 
their common defence, be postponed till after the 
appropriations for the interest of the Funded Debt, 
foreign and domestic, and for the Sinking Fund. 


V. Proposition. 

That the following provisions be added to those 
heretofore made for reimbursing and redeeming 
the Debt of the United States: 

Ist. To direct, by law, that so much of the sur- 
plus of the duties on imports and tonnage, to the 
end of the year 1790, as shall remain uninvested 
in purchases, on the Ist day of January, 1796, shall 
so be invested, one-fourth part within the month 
of April, another fourth part within the month of 
July, another fourth part within the month of Oc- 
tober, in that year, and the remainder within the 
month of January, 1797. 

2d. To exonerate the fund established by the 
act, entitled “An act supplementary to the act 
making provision for the Debt of the;United States,” 
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passed the 8th of May, 1792, from the payment of 
the rate, per annum, which, by the 4th section of 
the act of the 12th of August, 1790, entitled “ An 
act making provision for the reduction of the Pub- 
lic Debt,” is reserved, on account of the principal 
and interest of the moneys authorized, by that act, 
to be borrowed for the purchases of the Debt; 
charging the interest of the moneys so borrowed, 
upon the revenue from imports and tonnage. 

3d. To appropriate to the same fund, so much of 
the revenue from imports and tonnage, as, together 
with the other moneys now constituting the fund, 
and which shall accrue to it by virtue of the fore- 
going provisions, shall be sufficient, from year to 
year, with the interest redeemed, to pay the sums 
which may, of right, be annually paid on account 
of the principal of such funded stock, as, on the 
1st day of January, 1796, shall bear a present in- 
terest of 6 per centum per annum, excluding that 
which shall stand to the credit of the Commission- 
ers of the Sinking Fund, and that which shall 
stand to the credit of particular States, on account 
of the balances reported in their favor by the Com- 
missioners for settlingaccounts between the United 
States and individual States; to continue so ap- 
propriated until the whole of the said funded stock 
shall be redeemed, and, thenceforth, until the 
whole residue of the present Debt of the United 
States, foreign and domestic, funded and unfund- 
ed, shall be redeemed or discharged. 

4th. To appropriate to the same fund, the divi- 
dends on the stock of the Bank of the United 
States, belonging to the United States, reserving, 
from time to time,so much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary to pay interest on what shall remain un- 
paid of the ae had of the said Bank, pursuant to 
the second section of the act of incorporation, and, 
also, so much of the duties on imports and ton- 
nage, as, together with those dividends, (deducting 
what may be necessary to pay interest) shall be 
sufficient, from year to year, to pay off the instal- 
ments of the said Loan, hereafter to grow due, and 
as,(the said instalments being paid,) together with 
any other moneys which, on the Ist day of Janua- 
ry, 1802, may belong to the said fund, not other- 
wise appropriated, shall be sufficient, from year to 
year, with the interest redeemed, to pay the sums 
which may, of right, be annually paid on account 
of the principal of such funded stock, as, at the ex- 
piration of the year 1800, shall begin to bear an 
interest of six per cent. per annum, excluding that 
which shall stand to the credit of the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, and that which shall 
stand to the credit of particular States, on account 
of the balances reported in their favor, by the 
Commissioners for settling accounts between the 
United States and individual States ; to continue 
so appropriated, until, as well the last mentioned 
stock, as the instalments of the Loan aforesaid, 
shall be fully redeemed and discharged, and 
thenceforth, until the whole residue of the pre- 
sent Debt of the United States, foreign and domes- 
tic, funded and unfunded, shall be redeemed and 
discharged. 

5th. To continue the appropriation to the same 
fund, of the interest of the stock which shall be 
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redeemed by virtue of the foregoing provisions, 
when the full redemption in each case is com- 
pleted) until the whole of the present Debt of 
the United States, foreign and domestic, funded 
and unfunded, shall be redeemed, by reimburse- 
ment, purchase, or otherwise. 

6th. To provide for carrying to the same fund, 
agreeably to the appropriation in the Funding Act, 
the proceeds of the sales of the lands of the 
United States in the Western Territory, to be ap- 

lied according to the said appropriation. 

7th. To appropriate to the same fund, to be 
employed for the purposes thereof, all moneys 
which shall be received for debts due to the 
United States antecedent to the present Consti- 
tution. 

8th. To provide that the surplusses of all the 
current revenues of the United States, which 
shall remain at the end of any calendar year, be- 
yond the amount of the appropriations charged 
upon them, and which, during the session of Con- 
gress, commencing next thereafter, shall not be 
otherwise specially appropriated or reserved, shall 
be carried to the fund aforesaid, to be applied to 
the purposes thereof. 

Oth. To provide for paying, annually, out of 
the said fund, the sum which may be rightfully 
paid in each year, towards the redemption of the 
funded stock, which does or shall bear an interest 
of six per centum per annum, excluding that 
which shall stand to the credit of the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, and that which shall 
stand to the credit of particular States, on account 
of the balances reported in their favor by the Com- 
missioners forsettling accounts between the United 
States and individual States, commencing the re- 
demption of that bearing a present interest, on 
the first of January, 1796, and of that to bear 
interest after the year 1800, on the first of January, 
1802, and pledging, in the firmest manner, the faith 
of the United States to the creditors thereof, that 
the said fund shall be inviolably applied to the 
purpose of redeeming the stock aforesaid, and af- 
terwards, to the redemption of the whole of the 
present Debt of the United States, foreign and 
domestic, funded and unfunded, until the whole 
shall be fully redeemed and discharged, and to be 
vested in the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. 
as property in trust for the creditors, until the re- 
demption of the whole of the present Debt of the 
United States shall be completed. 

Provided, always, that, whenever the fund shall 
be more than sufficient for paying off, as they ac- 
crue, the remaining instalments of the said Loan 
had of the Bank of the United States, and for the 
complete and final redemption of the whole of 
the aforesaid stock, bearing and to bear an in- 
terest of six per cent. according to the right re- 
served for that purpose, and also for the payment 
of the instalments of the present Foreign Debt, or 
of such new Loans as may be made thereupon, 
pursuant to the third proposition, and for the re- 
imbursement, purchase, or redemption of the resi- 
due of the present Debt of the United States, within 
the term of thirty years, it shall be lawful for Con- 
gress, if at war with any foreign European Power, 
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to apply so much of the excess as they may think 
fit, the said excess being certified by the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, towards the expenses 
of such war; excepting always so much of the 
said excess as may be requisite to fulfil any con- 
tracts which shall have been entered into by the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, pursuant to 
the powers vested in them; and provided, that 
no second appropriation of any such excess shall 
derogate from the fund once reserved for the re- 
demption or purchase of the said residue of the 
Debt, within the said term of thirty years. 
10th. To provide that all reimbursements of the 
capital of the Public Debt, foreign and domestic, 
and of the remaining instalments of the aforesaid 
Loan of the Bank of the United States, be made 
under the superintendence of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, empowering them, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, 
as the instalments of principal become due, to 
borrow, if necessary, the sums requisite to pay 
those instalments. Provided, that the ultimate 
term for the reimbursement of any Loan they 
may make, shall not exceed twenty-four years ; 
the interest thereof to be charged—first, upon the 
interest of the instalments which shall be reim- 
| bursed by means thereof, except the instalments of 
funded six per cent. stock; secondly, upon the 
revenue from imports and tonnage, to make good 
any deficiency. 


VI. Proposition. 


That power be given to the Commissioners of 
the Sinking Fund, with the approbation of the 
President, to borrow, from time to time. such sums 
as may be necessary in anticipation of the reve- 
nues appropriated for the purpose, not exceeding, 
in one year, one million of dollars, to be reimburs- 
ed within a year from the time of each Loan, for 
the payment of the interest which shall annually 
accrue on the Public Debt. 

The interest upon each Loan to be defrayed out 
of the permanent revenues. 

VIl. Proposirion. 


That the internal revenues from snuff and re- 
fined sugar, sales at auction, licenses to sell by re- 
tail foreign distilled spirits and wines, carriages 
for the conveyance of persons, be continued to the 
first day of January, 1800, and that the reimburse- 
ment of the principal of the Loan of $1,000,000, 
authorized to be borrowed for defraying the ex- 
penses of foreign intercourse, be charged upon 
this fund. 





VILL. Proposition. 


That, in regard to any sum which shall have 
remained unexpended upon any appropriation 
other than for the payment of the interest of the 
Funded Debt and for the purposes of the Sinking 
Fund, for more than two years after the end of 
the calendar year in which the act of appropria- 
tion shall have been passed, such appropriation 
shall be deemed to cease and determine—and the 
sum expended upon it shall be carried to an ac- 
count to be denominated “the Surplus Fund.” 
But no appropriation shall be so deemed to have 
ceased or determined, till after the year 1795 
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unless it shall appear to the Secretary of the 
Treasury that the object of such appropriation 
has been fully satisfied; in which ease, it shall be 
lawful for him to cause to be carried the unex- 
pended residue thereof to the account aforesaid. 


IX. Proposition. 


That provision be made that all priorities, here- 
tofore established in the appropriations for the 
Funded Debt, as between the different parts of 
the said Debt, shall, after the year 1796, cease, 
with respect to all creditors of the United States 
who do not, before the expiration of the period, 
signify their dissent therefrom; and that, thence- 
forth, with the exception only of the debts of 
those creditors who shall so signify their dissent, 
the revenues charged with these appropriations 
shall constitute a common or consolidated fund, 
chargeable indiscriminately and without priority. 


X. Proposition. 


That provision be made for calling in all out- 
standing Loan Office certificates; certificates 
called final setthements, and indents of interest, 
and for issuing, in lieu of them, other certificates 
of equivalent tenor, establishing that all which 
shall not be presented tor exchange within the 
term of two years shall be barred. 


Remarks upon the First Proposition. 

The experiment has now been fully tried, and 
with nearly complete success, of the disposition of 
the public creditors to accept the terms offered by 
the Funding Act. Those who still decline have 
probably made a final election to abide by their 
original contracts. 

It remains to fulfil them. This, the moral obli- 
gation of the contracts; the new and peremptory 
sanction given to them by the present Govern- 
ment, and the essential maxims of public credit, 
unite to demand; and, while these cogent mo- 
tives, affecting intimately the permanent char- 
acter and general interest of the United States, 
recommend the measure, there is now no longer 
any momentary inducement, from situation, to 
procrastinate. 

The present advanced state of the national 
finances, and the inconsiderable magnitude of the 
still unsubseribed Debt, render it of little, if any, 
consequence to obtain upon it the temporary ac- 
commodation of deferring the payment of a part 
of the interest accruing according to contract. 
This motive apart, and considering the approxi- 
mation of the period when the payment of inte- 
rest on the Deferred Debt is to commence, the 
chance of benefiting by a fall of the market rate 
of interest, incident to a provision for the Debt on 
the terms of the contract, which make it redeem- 
able at pleasure, may be found more advanta- 
geous to the Government than the partial post- 
ponement of interest encumbered with an abridg- 
ment of the right of redemption. 

To those who should not rightly appreciate 
this circumstance, it might seem an objection, 
that the provision proposed would place those 
creditors, who had not consented to accommodate 
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Act, are executors and other trustees, who may 
have doubted their power to accept. 
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the Government, upon a better footing than those 
who had so consented. 


But a scruple of this kind is overruled by seve- 
ist. It is not improbable that 


2d. Giving the fullest force to the fact which 


is the ground of the objection, it is one of those 
cases in which the general principles that consti- 
tute the permanent happiness of society, give the 
less meritorious advantages over the more meri- 
torious. 
or not. 


All the creditors had a right to conform, 
Those who have not done it, have only 
used their right, and it cannot be matter of ob- 
To delay indefi- 


The complying creditors cannot with propriety 
They were informed unequivocally 
that the proposal of a new Loan was referred to 
their free choice; that the rights of those who 
did not assent would remain unimpaired; and 
compensations were offered in the new contracts 
for the surrender of the old. A plea that an ulti- 
mate provision was not relied upon, could not be 
admitted, because it would be to convert a dis- 
trust of the faith of the Government into an ar- 
gument against its being observed towards those 
who had depended upon it. 

But the complying creditors actually received 
valuable considerations for the modification of 
their claims, instead of annual provision for their 
interest, which alone their contracts, as they stood 
previous tothe Funding Act, required ; they have 
had it secured by adequate funds permanently 
mortgaged for its payment. 

Instead of the stipulated annuity being redeem- 
able at pleasure, whenever a fall in the market 
rate of interest should render it advantageous to 
pay off the principal, it has acquired a more fixed 
character by the relinquishment of the right of 
the Government to redeem, except in certain pro- 
portions, and a capacity to imecrease in capital 
value, by a declension of the market rate of inte- 
rest. 

Instead of receiving their interest in one pay- 
ment, at the end of a year, they receive it in 
quarter yearly portions, which makes it, in fact, 
6.15 per cent., in lieu of the stipulated rate of six 
per centum. 

‘On the first point. it has been argued, that, sup- 
posing a steady preservation of its faith by the 
Government, it is indifferent to the creditor 
whether his demand stands upon the basis of an 
annual provision, or upon that of mortgaged 
funds. 

This is to substitute theory to fact. As well 
with regard to a Government as to an individual, 
there is, in the nature of things, an intrinsic dif- 
ference between the value of a debt bottomed on 
mortgaged funds, and that of a debt resting on 
what is called, in the one case, and may be called 
in the other, personal security. The degree of 
this difference, and some of the circumstances on 
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which it depends, may be different in the two 
cases, but the reality of its existence can be de- 
nied in neither. 

Government, being administered by men, is 
naturally, like individuals, subject to particular 
impulses, passions, prejudices, vices; of course to 
inconstancy of views and mutability of con- 
duct. 

A kind of property, of which the essence is 
contract, must necessarily, therefore, be more or 
less valuable, because more or less secure, in pro- 
portion as it is little or much exposed to the in- 
fluence of that inconstancy, or that mutability. | 

If a provision is to be made by a new resolu- 
tion every year, that resolution, being always lia- 
ble to be affected by momentary circumstances, 
is always casual. | 

If made once for all, it continues, of course, 
unless revoked by some positive act, and has for 
that reason a moral certainty of stability. 

But why, it might be asked, if a disposition un- | 
faithful to the public engagements, or unfriendly 
to the public credit, should exist, would it not 
operate to eo a violation of a provision 
made, as well as to prevent the making of one? 

The two things are widely different. To undo, 
which is to act, and, in such a case, to act with 
violence, requires more enterprise and vigor, and 
presupposes greater energy, or a stronger impulse, 
than not to do, or to forbear to act. This is par- 
ticularly true where a number of wills is to con- 
eur. Many men who will not rouse to the effort, 
or encounter the responsibility of doing mischief 
by positive acts, will readily enough slide into it 
by a negative conduct; that is, by omitting to 
act. Many men, merely from easiness of temper, 
or want of active fortitude, will suffer evil to take 
place, which they neither desire nor would them- 
selves commit. In collective bodies, votes are 
necessary to action: absences may produce inac- 
tion. It often happens, that a majority of voices 
could not be had to a resolution to undo or re- 
verse a thing once done, which there would not 
be a majority of voices to do. 

This reasoning acquires tenfold force when ap- 
plied to a complex Government like ours ; that is, 
to a Government distributed into departments, 
acting through different organs, which must con- 
cur to give it motion; as, in our Constitution, the 
House of Representatives, the Senate, and the 
President. 

In delicate and difficult cases, whether to issue 
in good or ill, a suspension of action is far more 
natural to such a Government than action. 

It can hardly happen that all the branches or 
parts of it can be infected at one time with a 
common passion, or disposition, manifestly inimi- 
cal to justice and the publie good, as to prostrate 
the public credit by revoking a pledge given to 
the creditors. It is far more probable that such a 
disposition should, at one time, possess one nontind 
at another time, another part. Possessing either 
part, it might be sufficient to obstruct a provision 
which was to be made. Without possessing all 
the parts, it could not subvert one which had 
been made. The last can scarcely be supposed, 


eee ata CL LC CL 





Public 





ed 


Credit 


except in one of those extraordinary crises of na- 
tions which confound all ordinary calculations. 

Hence the value of property in Publie Debt, 
which rests on specified and competent funds, 
firmly pledged for the satisfaction of the creditor, 
is intrinsically greater, and to a considerable ex- 
tent, than that of property in Public Debt, which 
depends on annual provision. Hence, too, a credi- 
tor to whom such a pledge was not stipulated, 
may be justly said to have received a compen- 
sation for the relinquishment of a portion of his 
interest. 

On the second point, it has been observed, with 
less plausibility, that, in this country, where it 
would be to the advantage of the creditor to re- 
ceive his principal rather than a rate of six per 
cent. interest, the abridgment of the right of re- 
demption is of no value. 

lst. The proposition is not universally true. 

It depends on the particular situation of a credi- 
tor whether it be his interest to be reimbursed 
his principal or not. It is believed, owing to the 
impunctuality of collections, that in no part of 
the United States does fair lending at private in- 
terest, upon real security, nett six per cent. 

2d. As far as it is true, it does not authorize the 
inference which is drawn, because the creditor 
cannot demand his principal when it suits him, 
but must wait till it is convenient for the Govern- 
ment to pay. This convenience might not exist 
till there was a fall in the market rate of interest, 
and then it would not be the interest of the credi- 
tor to receive. 

Unable to exact the principal when he pleases, 
it isa material point gained to be able to arrest 
the hand of the Government from paying him, 
when it is his interest not to receive. It is evi- 
dent, that whenever the rate of interest to which 
he is entitled, shall exceed the market rate, if he 
cannot be obliged to receive back his principal, or 
take the market rate, his stock must rise in vaiue 
in proportion to the difference and degree of its 
duration. 

Nor, is an idea which has been entertained, just, 
that this advantage is remote and contingent, to 
accrue only to those who may be holders at the 
time of the fall of interest, at the expense of those 
who were holders when the Funding Act passed, 
many of whom, as it is alleged, being obliged to 
alienate then or shortly after, suffered loss in the 
sale, from the postponement of a part of their in- 
terest, withow benefiting by the supposed equi- 
valents. 

The fairness of an equivalent ought never to 
be tested by the necessities of particular indivi- 
duals. It ought to be estimated by the general 
principles of value; by the natural and real opera- 
tion of things. Admitting, therefore, the sugges- 
tion as to such individuals to be true, it would de- 
cide nothing. 

But it is not true. The permanency of a high 
rate of interest, and the possibility of a future 
rise of the capital above par, by the fall of the 
market rate below the stipulated rate, were, to 
the first holders of stock, circumstances of present 
value. 
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Foreigners, especially, whose purchases would 
necessarily influence the market, would give 
higher prices for it on these accounts. 

And when to this are added, the funding of the 
new stock and the pageant of the interest quar- 
ter yearly, there is solid ground for entertaining 
an opinion that the stock has, from the earliest 
period, borne a better price in the market than 
upon the principle of an annual payment of six 
per cent. on the whole capital depending upon an 
annual provision. 

This opinion would be confirmed, if we should 
take as a guide what actually happened in one or 
more of the States which made annual provision 
for the payment of interest upon their debts, at 
the stipulated rate of six percent. With this 
provision the market price of their stock rarely 
exceeded 333 per centum. 

It is probable that greater confidence in the 
ability and constancy of views of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, might have given a 
greater value to their stock in a like situation. 
But it is not to be doubted that it would have 
felt, in a great degree, a similar effect of that situ- 
ation. 

This may not appear with respect to the small 
amount of unsubscribed Debt now to be provided 
for, and with the advantage of a confirmation of 
confidence by exp-rience; but it could not have 
failed to have been very apparent, if the whole 


Debt had been provided for on this plan. . 


These observations serve to render it probable 
that the creditors who have accepted the terms 
offered by the Government, have not been injured 
by the acceptance; that, if they had now an 
option to change their ground for that which is 
now proposed for non-subscribers, it would be an 
ill-judged choice in them to do it; and that, upon 
these, as well as other accounts, they will have no 
cause to be dissatisfied with the proposal under 
consideration. 

Let it be added, that, whether the non-subseri- 
bers shall fare better or not by that proposal than 
the subscribers, it is the interest of all the public 
creditors, upon principle and precedent, that the 
public faith should be preserved towards those 
non-subscribers. 

But, at the same time, every consideration con- 
nected with the question urges that nothing more 
should be done for non-subscribers than is posi- 
tively due to good faith. Accordingly, the propo- 
sition contemplates that their debt shall not be 
funded, but that provision shall be anhually made. 

With regard to arrears of interest, a tenth part 
only is proposed to be paid on the first of Janua- 
ry, 1796. At this rate they would be paid off in 
ten years. 

In strictness, they ought to be immediately dis- 
charged. But, to have done this on the whole 
Debt, would have been impracticable ; to do it on 
what now remains unsubseribed, would not only 
be unequal, but would, at the present moment, 
obstruct arrangements which are conducive to 
the general interests of the creditors. The state 
of the Treasury in succeeding years will enable 
Congress to decide how far the payment can be 
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accelerated. In the mean time, the creditors 


have an option to separate these arrears from the 
rincipal, and to fund them at three per cent., as 
as been done generally with regard to interest. 
The case of a ‘large arrear of interest, arising 


from the inability of a former Government, which 


is the present case, is liable to some peculiar con- 


siderations. \ 


A difference is made in the special case of the 
Loan Office certificates, which, by contract, are 
entitled to interest of six per cent. on the nomi- 
nal principal, redeemable only by payment of the 


specie principal. 


This is too disadvantageous a footing for the 
Government. 

The alternative most convenient at this time, 
is to pay off the Debt, which is proposed. To 


elude this contract, would be to sacrifice a very 
great principle to a very little interest. 


The amount will be seen in the statement A. 


Remarks on the Second Proposition. 


The certificates, or bills of credit, called new 
emission money, were emitted pursuant to a reso- 
lution of Congress, of the 18th of March, 1780, 
which directs them to be emitted upon the funds 
of individual States, to bear an interest of five 
per centum per annum, payable in specie, at the 
redemption of the bills; or, at the election of the 
holder, annually, at the Continental Loan Offices, 
in sterling bills, drawn by the United States upon 


‘their Commissioners in Europe, and pledges the 


iaitg of the United States for the payment of the 
said Bills, in case any State on whose funds they 
should be. emitted, should, by the events of war, 
be renderé¥incapable to redeem them ; directing, 
also, an endoMgment to be made upon each bill, 
in these words:% The United States insure the 
payment of the vin bill, and will draw bills of 
exchange for the int®est, annually, if demanded, 
according to a resoluti®of Congress, of the 18th 
of March, 1780.” 

These resolutions, and the endorsement upon 
the bills, engage the absolute promise of the 
United States for the payment of the interest in- 
definitely, and their eventual guarantee of the 
principal, in case any State on whose funds the 
bills should be emitted, should, by the events of 
war, be rendered incapable to redeem them; 
which is, in effeet, though not in form, an abso- 
lute guarantee of the principal, for the United 
States are bound to pay the interest perpetually 
till that is discharged. 

Good faith demands that the United States 
should supply the omissions of the States which 
issued the bills, by providing themselves, at least. 
for the interest upon them. 

But it is not as easy to pronounce on what 
terms they ought to be provided for. 

On their face, and according to the unrevoked 
resolutions of Congress, they are of specie value, 
equal to their nominal amount, and bearing five 
per cent. interest. 

But it is known that they were issued by dil- 
ferent States, at different values, fixed by previous 
laws. The true nature of the contract, therefore, 
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in fact, and the true equity of the case, are, from 
these circumstances, involved in some question. 

A compromise, by a new agreement, seems the 
best road out of the difficulty. 

This is the aim of the proposition, which, it is 
hoped, will, in the main, reasonably consult all 
interests. 

There have been special references of this sub- 
ject to the Secretary, but he purposely declined a 
report till the expiration of the term limited by the 
act, entitled “An act relative to claims against the 
United States, not barred by any act of limitation, 
and which have not been already adjusted,” passed 
the 12th of February, 1793, had obviated a danger 
to which the business was exposed. It is now as- 
certained that the amount for which the United 
States shall be in future liable, is ninety thousand 
five hundred and seventy-four dollars. Thesums 
subscribed to the Loan, will, of course, be a charge 
against the States which respeetively issued the 


bills. 


————— — ee —————— 


Remarks on the Third Proposition. 


The payment of interest and instalments of prin- 
cipal of our foreign Debt, in the countries where 
it was contracted, is found by experience to be at- 
tended with difficulty, embarrassment, some loss, 
and a degree of casualty which occasionally puts in 
jeopardy the national credit. Loans for reim- 

ursement must be made before-hand, as the mar- 
ket suits, and necessarily involve double interest 
for a greater or less time. The procuring of bills 
to be remitted for payment of interest, cannot be 
depended upon in coincidence with the periods of 
payment, which, co-operating with distance, ren- 
ders inconvenient anticipations necessary. 

The remitting in commodities would be liable 
to other casualties, and to some peculiar objec- 
tions; and whatever mode be adopted, it may be 
frequently not practicable to deposite in season 
the necessary funds on the spot, without great sa: 
crifices. If, therefore, the place of these payments 
could, with consent of the creditors, upon an equit- 
able indemnification to them for the transter, be 
changed to the United States, the operation would 
be, in various lights, beneficial. It has occurred 
that the present posture of the affairs of Europe 
might favor a plan of this kind, and perhaps pro- 
duce some collateral advantages. Under this idea, 
an experiment is proposed. The promised aug- 
mentation of interest is intended as an indemnifi- 
cation for the expense and hazard of agencies in 
this country, delays in remittance, inconvenience 
of distant negotiation, renunciation of the facilities 
which attend the receipt of interest at home, risks 
of loss by exchange, &c., and is calculated ona 
liberal scale, in order to induce an acceptance of 
the proposition. 

If, instead of an increase of interest, the option 
of an equivalent be given, by way of premium, in 
stock bearing an interest of five per cent., it would 
have attractions for certain creditors, and would 
facilitate the success of the measure. On strict 
calculation, the equivalent would be six dollars 
and fifty-eight cents per 100 dollars of the princi- 
palsubscribed. It is not perceived that the inter- 
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ests of the United States could suffer by allowing 
the alternative. The fixing of the rate of interest, 
by postponing the reimbursement to the year 1818 
would also be a powerful inducement. And till 
the period of reimbursement arrives, any surplus 
of the Sinking Fund which may exist, can be in- 
vested in purchases, so as to prevent the progress 
of the fund being arrested. 

It could not be necessary to observe, except for 
the sake of dispelling jealousy or apprehension on 
the part of the creditors, that, while the plan is in 
experiment, and afterwards, with regard to all 
who do not embrace it, everything is to proceed 
as heretofore, and as the contracts respecting the 
debt require. 

The auxiliary proposition of giving power to 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to remit 
certificates for sale, is founded upon a belief that 
this operation will sometimes be practicable, where 
direct loans cannot be effected, and will be occa- 
sionally a more beneficial mode of remittance than 
by bills of exchange. 


Remark on the Fourth Proposition. 

The object of this proposition is to give moral 
certainty to the adequateness of the fund for pay- 
ing the interest upon the Debt, and for its ultimate 
redemption, making a reasonable allowance for the 
casualties to which it is exposed. 

Remarks on the Fifth Proposition. 

There is no sentiment which can better deserve 
the serious attention of the legislators of a country, 
than the one expressed in the Speech of the Prest- 
dent, which indicates the danger to every Govern- 
ment from the progressive accumulation of debt. 

A tendency to it is, perhaps, the natural disease 
of all Governments; and it 1s not easy to conceive 
any thing more likely than this to Sail to great 
and convulsive revolutions of empire. 

On the one hand, the exigencies of a nation, 
creating new causes of expenditure, as well from 
its own, as from the ambition, rapacity, injustice, 
intemperance, and folly, of other nations, proceed 
in increasing and rapid succession. On the other, 
there is a general propensity in those who ad- 
minister the affairs of a Government, founded in 
the constitution of man, to shift off the burden 
from the present to a future day—a propensity 
which may be expected to be strong in propor- 
tion as the form of a State is popular. 

To extinguish a debt which exists, and to avoid 
the contracting more, are ideas always favored by 
public feeling and opinion; but to pay taxes for 
the one or the other purpose, which are the only 
means of avoiding the evil, is always, more or less, 
unpopular. These contradictions are in human 
nature; and happy, indeed, would be the lot of a 
country that should ever want men ready to turn 
them to the account of their own popularity, or to 
some other sinister account. 

Hence, it is no uncommon spectacle to see the 
same men clamoring for occasions of expense, 
when they happen to be in unison with the pre- 
sent humor of the community, whether well or ill 
directed, declaiming against a Public Debt, and for 
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the reduction of it as an abstract thesis; yet ve- 
hement against every plan of taxation which is 
proposed to discharge old debts, or to avoid new, by 
defraying expenses of exigencies as they emerge. 

These unhandsome arts throw artificial embar- 
rassment in the way of the administration of a 
Government, and, co-operating with the desire 
which they themselves are too apt to feel to con- 
ciliate public favor, by declining to lay even ne- 
cessary burdens, or with the fear of losing it, by 
imposing them with firmness, serve to promote 
the accumulation of Debt, by leaving that which 
exists without adequate provision for its reim- 
bursement, and by preventing the levying, with 
energy, new taxes, when new occasions of expense 
occur. The consequence is, that the Public Debt 
swells till its magnitude becomes enormous, and 
the burdens of the people gradually increase, till 
their weight becomes intolerable. Ofsucha state 
of things, great disorders in the whole political 
economy, convulsions and revolutions of Govern- 
ment, are a natural offspring. 

There can be no more sacred obligation, then, 
on the public agents ofa nation, than to guard, 
with provident foresight and inflexible persever- 
ance against so mischievous a result. ‘True pa- 
triotism and genuine policy cannot, it is respect- 
fully presumed, be better demonstrated by those 
of the United States, at the present juncture, than 
by improving, efficaciously, the very favorable sit- 
uation in which they stand, for extinguishing, 
with reasonable celerity, the actual Debt of the 
country, and for laying the foundation of a system 
which may shield posterity from the consequences 
of the usual improvidence and selfishness of its an- 
cestors, and which, if possible, may give immor- 
tality to public credit. 

Fortunately for the first object, the circum- 
stances in our foreign affairs, which, during the 
last session, impelled to an extension of the na- 
tional revenues, om left little more to do than to 
apply the existing means with decisionand efficacy. 

The second object will depend on the establish- 
ment of wise principles in the application, fitted 
to become a permanent precedent in the fiscal sys- 
tem of the country. 

The first report of the Secretary on the subject 
of the Public Debt, of the 9th of January, 1790, 
suggests the idea of “incorporating, as a funda- 
mental maxim in the system of public credit of 
the United States, that the creation of Debt should 
always be accompanied with the means of extin- 
guishment ; that this is the true secret for render- 
ing public credit immortal, and that it is difficult 
to conceive a situation in which there may not be 
an adherence to the maxim;” and it expresses 
“an unfeigned solicitude, that this may be at- 
tempted by the United States, and that they may 
commence their measures for the establishment of 
credit with the observance of it.” * 





* ]t is understood that the Parliament of Great Britain has, with- 
in the last four years, formally adopted asa standing rule, the prin- 
ciple of incorporating, with the creation of Debt, the means oi ex- 
tinguishment. How much easier must the execution of this im- 

riant principle be to the United States, than to a nation which, 
before it began, had so deeply mortgaged its resources. Let the 
United States never have to regret, hereafver, that they postponed 
too long se provident a precaution. 
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No opportunity has been lost by the Secretary 
as far as he could contribute to the eveut, to re- 
duce this principle to practice; and important 
steps towards it have been, from time to time, 
taken by the Legislature. 

But much remains to be done to give it full ef- 
fect. The present state of things encourages and 
invites to the consummation of the plan. And 
the Secretary. about to leave the office he holds, 
feels ita peculiar duty to make a final effort to 
promote that invaluable end. 

This is the object of the fifth proposition, aided 
by the preliminary provisions of the 4th. This 
proposition aims at two principal points: 1. To 
constitute a fund sufficient, in every supposable 
event, for extinguishing the whole of the present 
Debt of the United States, foreign and domestic, 
in a period not exceeding thirty years. 2. To fix 
its destination unchangeably, by not only appropri- 
ating it permanently, under the direction of Com- 
missioners, and vesting it in them as property in 
trust, but by making its faithful application a part 
of the contract with the creditors. 

As to the first point: Ifthe temporary duties on 
imports be rendered permanent, the annual reser- 
vation of six millions of dollars postponed ; and if 
the additional appropriations which are proposed, 
be made to the Sraking Fund; its intended force 
will not only be equal to the effect meant to be 
produced, but it may be hoped that there is scarcely 
a casualty which can reasonably be taken into 
calculation, foreign war not excepted, which will 
occasion a deficiency in the fund. 

The whole amount of the duties onimports and 
tonnage, and upon domestic distilled spirits and 
stills, estimated now to amount to $6,079,418 58, 
besides the dividends on Bank stock, and the items 
which now compose the Sinking Fund, will then 
be eared primarily, to the interest upon the 
Public Debt, and to the Sinking Fund; which, to- 
gether, including the deferred stock, will demand, 
permanently, from that revenue, $4,372,336 03-— 
little more than two-thirds of the funds from which 
they arise. An expectation may be indulged, that 
even foreign war, making due allowance for what 
will always be practicable, through neutral Pow- 
ers, would not occasion a defaleation in the reve- 
nues greater than the difference. This competency 
of the fund isan essential idea. The fulfilment of 
the object, as far as the uncertainty of human affairs 
will permit, ought to be superior to casualty. 

The necessity of a reliance on auxiliary provi- 
sions, always precarious in those situations which 
affect the productiveness of the public revenues, 
ought to be, as far as practicable, superseded by 
the ample nature of the provision. 

As to the second point: The intent is to secure, 
by all the sanctions of which the subject is sus- 
ceptible, an inviolate application of the fund, ac- 
cording to its destination. No expedients more 
powerful can be devised for this purpose, than to 
clothe it with the character of private property, 
and to engage absolutely the faith of the Govern- 
ment, by making the application of it to the object, 
a part of the contract with the creditors. 

But is this necessary ? 
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Its necessity rests on these cogent reasons: The 
inviolable application of an adequate Sinking Fund 
is the only practicable security against an excess- 
ive accumulation of Debt, and the essential basis 
of a permanent national credit. 

Experience hds shown, in countries the most 


‘ attentive to cose epeagy ae of credit, that a simple 


appropriation of the Sinking Fund is not a com- 
plete barrier against its being diverted, when im- 
mediate exigencies press. The causes which have 
been stated with another view, tempt the admin- 
istrators of Government to lay holdof this resource 
rather than resort to new taxes. This indicates 
the utility of endeavoring to give, by additional 
sanctions, inviolability to the fund. 

But, will those proposed answer the end ? 

They are the most efficacious that can be im- 
agined, and they are likely to be entirely effica- 
cious. They cannot be disregarded, without, by 
breach of faith and contract, destroying credit; 
and, at a juncture, too, when it is most indispensa- 
ble. The emergencies which induce a diversion 
of the fund, are those'in which loans, and, conse- 
quently, credit, are most needed. 

But will it be safe to put the fund so entirely 
out of the command of the Government? May 
there not be situations in which the command of 
it may be requisite to the safety of the State ? 

This is not conceivable. The amount of the 
Sinking Fund will, in the situations which create 
extraordinary demands for money, be always in- 
considerable, compared even witha single year’s 
expenditure. The current revenues of a nation 
do not, in such cases, suffice. Plunder or credit 
must supply the deficiency. The first presup- 
poses a subversion of all social order. The sec- 
ond will find its best support and greatest efficacy 
in adhering steadily to the principles of such a 
fund. An annuity of seven dollars will pay the 
interest upon, and discharge a capital of one hun- 
dred dollars, bearing six per cent. interest, in thir- 
ty-three and a third years, nearly. The situation 
of a country must be not a little exhausted, if it 
cannot create yearly, by new revenues, during the 
continuance of a foreign war, an annuity on the 
above scale, sufficient to fund the loans, of which 
it may stand in need. Ten millionsof dollars will, 
with order and economy, maintain, in this coun- 
try, an army of fifty thousand men, for a year. 
Viewing our geographical position, is there a pros- 
pect of any war expensive beyond this ratio? If 
hot, an annuity of seven hundred thousand dollars, 
created each year of the war, would suffice. But 
it would be wise, in such an event. to carry taxa- 
tion, in the first instance, to the full extent of the 
ability of the State, which would proportionably 
contract the necessity for borrowing,, and conse- 
quently, the extent of the annuities necessary for 
loans. 

Ifa nation can find embarrassment in creating 
the revenues requisite on this seale, it must arise 
from her having reached a stage when, from the 
neglect of the principle now inculcated, the mass 
of her Debt has become so enormous as to strain 
her faculties in order to make a provision for it. 

The United States are in a situation altogether 

3d Con.—44 - 
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different. An inspection of the list oftheir reve- 
nues discovers that they have a large field of re- 
source unexplored. Their youth, and large tracts 
of unsettled lands, and lands in the infancy of im- 
provement, assure them a great and rapid increase 
of means. Even their actual revenues, without 
additions, must, with the progress of the country, 
considerably increase. And, though war may in- 
terrupt, the temporary interruption being removed 
by the restoration of peace, their increasing pro- 
ductiveness, suspended for a time, must resume 
its vigor andgrowth. Ina given number of years, 
a considerable augmentation is certain. 

The Government of this country may, there- 
fore, adopt, fearless of future embarrassment, a 
principle which, being adopted, will ultimately 
furnish resources for future exigencies, without an 
increase of burden to the community. 


To explain this last idea: It will readily be per- | 


ceived, that the funds pledged for paying the in- 
terest, and sinking the principal of a portion of 


the Debt existing or created at a particular time,’ 


will, within a certain period, extinguish that por- 
tion of Debt. 

They will then be liberated, and will be ready 
for any future use, either to defray current expend- 
itures, or be the basis of new loans, as circum- 
stances may dictate. And, after a course of time, 
it is a reasonable presumption, that the funds, so 
successively liberated, will be adequate to new ex- 
igencies, as they occur. 

Moreover, the last clause of the proposition au- 
thorizes the deriving aid from the Sinking Fund 
for new loans. whenever the state of the tund ad- 
mits of it, consistently with the accomplishment 
of its purposes; that is, when it is sufficient—Ist, 
to make good the payments on account of the pria- 
c:pal of the Debt, as they accrue; 2d, to purchase 
in the market all that part of the Public Debts of 
which there is no stipulation of payment by instal- 
ment, (as the three per cent. stock) within a pe- 
riod of thirty years. 

This, while it secures the extinction of the ex- 
isting Debt, within a reasonable term, by prevent- 
ing too great a proportion of the public revenue 
from being tied up by the Sinking Fund, gives 
due weight to the consideration of providing for 
future emergencies. 

The same consideration has governed in pro- 
posing, (instead of the appropriation of a definite 
sum out of the revenue from imports and tonnage 
which, in certain years, will be greater than will 
be permanently necessary) that the sum to be ap- 
plied out of that revenue shall be so much, from 
year to year, as, with the other items of the Sink- 
ing Fund, will suffice for the object. It has like- 
wise influenced in postponing the redemption of 
that stock which stands to the credit of certain 
States, in consequence of the report of the Com- 
missioners for settlement of accounts. : 

Every system of public credit must assuthe it as 
a fundamental principle, that the resources of the 
country are equal to its probable exigencies, and 
that it will possess ability to pay the debts which 
iteontracts. If this be so, there is no cause to hes- 
itate about the inviolable appropriation of funds to 
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the extinction of an existing Debt, within no less 
aterm than thirty years. 

Indeed, as before intimated, it cannot be doubted 
that the resources of a credit, built upon a found- 
ation so solid as that which is recommended, 
will more than replace, even in the earliest stages 
of our affairs, the use of the additional funds 
withdrawn from the command of the Goverp- 
ment, to effect it, and, in the eventual operation 
will give a more abundant command of funds, 
than it can otherwise have. The successive lib- 
eration of the revenues, successively pledged, af- 
ter accomplishing their object, will afford re- 
a that may almost be said to be inexhaust- 
ible. 

It should be recollected, too, that the public ar- 
rangements may, under a great pressure, antici- 

pane the approaching period of such a liberation, 
y intermediate temporary loans, to be replaced 
by those funds when they are free. 

This proposition exemplifies, as to the past, the 
‘nature of the maxim which has been supposed 
capable of giving immortality to credit, namely, 
that, with the creation of debt, should be incor- 
porated the means of extinguishment; which 
means are two-fold: 1. The establishing, at the 
time of contracting a debt, funds for the reim- 
bursement of the ‘principal, as well as for the 
payment of interest within a determinate period. 
2. The making it a part of the contract, that the 
fund, so established, shall be inviolably applied to 
the object. 

It is believed that it would be happy for the 
United States, if Congress would adopt this prin- 
ciple as a rule in all future loans, never to be de- 
parted from; and a good evidence of this deter- 
mination will be, to apply it to the past. 

This would be, at the same time, an antidote 
against what may be pronounced the most plausi- 
ble objections to the system of funding public 
debts; which are, that, by facilitating the means 
of supporting expense, they encourage to enter- 
prises which produce it; and, by furnishing in 
credit a substitute for revenue, likely to be too 
freely used, to avoid the odium of laying new 
taxes, they occasion a tendency to run in debt. 
Though these objections to Funding Systems, 
which, giving the greatest possible energy to pub- 
lie credit, are a great source of national security, 
strength, and prosperity, are very similar to those 
which speculative men urge against national and 
individual opulence, drawn from its abuses; and 
though, perhaps, upon a careful analysis of facts, 
they would be found to have much less support 
in them than is imagined, attributing to those sys- 
tems effects which are to be ascribed, more truly, 
to the passions of men, and perhaps to the genius 
of particular Governments; yet, as they are not 
wholly unfounded, it is desirable to guard, as far 
as pgssible, against the dangers which they sup- 
pose, Without renouncing the advantages which 
these systems undoubtedly afford. 

It will readily be seen, that the maxim of 
making concurrent provision for the principal as 
well as interest, in the act of contracting debt, if, 
by precedent and habit, it can be rendered a rule 
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of administration, by oe a greater por- 
tion of the revenue in every such operation than 
would be requisite for a mere provision for inte- 
rest, will control proportionably the disposition to 
defer the burden to futurity, and create a greater 
necessity for circumspection in incurring ex- 
pense. be 

it is, probably, the true expedient for uniting a 
due regard to the present accommodation of the 
community, with a due care not to overburden 
posterity—the full energy of public credit, with 
a salutary restraint upon the abuses of it. — 

To this explanation of the general principles of 
the fifth proposition, it may be proper to add 
some brief notes on particular parts of it. 

It is proposed that the redemption of the pres- 
ent six per cent. stock shall commence on the 1s 
of January, 1796. This time of commencement 
is recommended by several reasons: 1. It ought 
to be such as to admit of sufficient notice to dis- 
tant creditors. 2. It will favor order, to date the 
commencement of every new pecuniary opera- 
tion, where there is an option, and no particular 
reason to the contrary, with the commencement 
of the natural year. 3. The moment of payment 
presupposes that the annuity to be paid has actu- 
ally accrued, which will not be the case till the 
end of the present year. 4. The small delay, by 
not forcing the means, will facilitate the future 
execution. ae 

It is a part of the plan to make provision for 
reimbursing the remaining instalments of the two 
million Loan, had of the Bank of the Unite: 
States, pursuant to the act of incorporation. The 
preceding instalments have been reimbursed out 
of the proceeds of Foreign Loans. This resource 
cannot, in future, be relied upon; and, for such a 
purpose, it is not as eligible as a domestic one, 
though circumstances have hitherto dictated a 
recurrence to it. By making the dividends on 
the stock auxiliary for this purpose to the revenue 
from taxes, the object is effected with little more 
than half the sum from that revenue; and, in the 
end, a fund is formed from the dividends, which. 
with a small addition, suffices for the redemption 
of the deferred stock. As these instalments are 

early falling due, and must be, as they accrue, |! 
is essential that a provision for them be contet- 
plated in the gore arrangement requisite to the 
completion of our system of credit. There 1s. 
perhaps, no easy alternative to what is proposed, 
except the sale of the stock. But, waiving other 
weighty considerations against such a measure, It 
is, in the view of a true economy, liable to the 
most solid objections. 

It is morally certain, that the dividends on the 
stock will increase, and the value of the capital, 
from this and collateral causes, more than pro- 
portionably. There is no momentary urgency to 
induce the relinquishment of this future advan- 
tage. To sell at present, would be to abandon 
the difference without necessity. It cannot be 
expedient in a Government to part with a cap! 
tal, which, at the time, produces as great or 4 
greater revenue, than can be realized from th 
proceeds of a sale, however invested ; and which 
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has an inherent tendency to future augmentation. 
The measure, too, would be to renounce, or les- 
sen, 2 most convenient resource for forming the 
redeeming fund of the deferred stock. 

It is proposed to carry the proceeds of the sales 
of the Western lands to the Sinking Fund. This 
is to execute the intention of the Funding Act. 
which has not organized the mode of applica- 
tion; and it has the advantage of combining, in 
one system, all the provisions for extinguishing 
the Debt. 

It is proposed that all surplusses of revenue 
shall, at a certain time, be carried to the use of 
the Sinking Fund. This is to extend and give 
effect to a principle which has already received 
the Legislative sanction. It was necessary to fix 
a time when the appropriation of the surplus 
should become absolute, and that this should be 
consistent with a due opportunity to provide for 
the exigencies of the public service. Both these 
considerations have been consulted. This mea- 
sure has, besides, reference to a more speedy re- 
demption of the Debt than it appears prudent to 
attempt by an absolute appropriation of more ex- 
tensive funds. Andthe legislators of to-day would 
be entitled to the lasting gratitude of their coun- 
try, if they would extend this auxiliary resource, 
by all the means which are consistent with a 
due regard to the present accommodation of their 
constituents, 

It is proposed to authorize the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund to provide, by new loans, for 
the reimbursement of the iastalinents which, from 
time tu time,accrue. This is on the ground, that 
it is essential to the perfection of the system of 
redemption, that all the means of ultimate execu- 
tion should be organized in it, and that there 
should be no need of future provisions. 

The last clause of the proposition excepts, from 
the operation of that clause, the interest on the 
six per cent. stock. This is because that interest 
is destined to form the accumulations for paying 
the successive instalments of the principal of that 
stock, which increase each year in a ratio to the 
interest liberated by each payment. 

The statement E exhibits the course of the 
Sinking Fund, as proposed to be established. 

Remarks on the Sixth Proposition. 


This will be a useful and important provision. 
[t has reference to a circumstance repeatedly ad- 
verted to—the long credits given upon the prin- 
cipal branches of revenue; from which it hap- 
pens, that, though the fund itself, or the product 
of the revenue, is more than adequate to an ap- 
propriation, yet the receipts upon it come too 
slowly into the Treasury to answer the end, with- 
out anticipation by temporary loans. Its pro- 
priety depends on the principle suggested under 
the last head, of having all the means of com- 
plete execution organized in the system of Public 
Credit. 

Remarks on the Seventh Proposition. 


{t is a good rule of caution, that nd more of the 
public revenues should be rendered permanent, 
than is necessary to give moral certainty to the 
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provisions which may be regarded as the pillars 
of Public Credit. This idea will, it is believed, 
be satisfied, by giving permanency to the now 
temporary duties on imports. Accordingly, it is 
only proposed to extend the duties, mentioned in 
this proposition, to the year 1800, and thence, to 
the end of the next ensuing session of Congress; 
which is on the ground, that they ought to be 
commensurate in duration with the objects which 
they are to accomplish, and no more. 

It has been already noticed, that thgy are at 
present chargeable, together with the temporary 
duties on imports, laid in the last session, with an 
appropriation of 1,292,137 dollars and_ thirty- 
eight cents, and with the interest of one million 
of dollars, authorized to be borrowed with a view 
to foreign intercourse; having a special eye to 
an object very interesting to the commerce and 
feelings of the United States. 

This business wants a further arrangement; 
standing at present, upon a vague and inefficient 
footing. The reimbursement of the Loan is not 
adequately provided for, neither is the interest, 
this being predicated on funds which, in their 
present form, would probably expire after a pro- 
duct of two yeers. 

According to the fifth proposition, the tempo- 
rary duties on imports, after the abovementioned 
appropriation of 1,292,137 dollars and thirty-eight 
cents shall have been satisfied, will become per- 
manently charged with the interest on the Pub- 
lic Debt, the Sinking Fund, and the annual reserv- 
ation of six hundred thousand dollars for the sup- 
port of Government. 

If the duties mentioned in the sixth proposition 
are continued till tie first of January, 1800, and 
the reimbursement of the principal of the Loan, 
as well as the interest, is referred to them, two 
good purposes will be answered: the obtaining 
the Loan will be facilitated, and its complete re- 
imbursement will be effected within the term 
allotted, without an augmentation of the perma- 
nent Debt of the country. This makes allow- 
ance for fulfilling the appropriation for the cur- 
rent service, already charged upon this fund. 

It is presumed to be a conclusive reason in fa- 
vor of the proposition, that it aims at preventing 
an increase of eaiinaaent Debt. If services of 
this kind, when the United States are at peace, 
(at least with civilized Powers) are made causes 
of permanent loans, the progress of new debt will 
easily exceed the extinction of old. 

It appears desirable that there should be a 
steady effort, as a rule of administration, not to 
increase the permanent Debt of the country by 
permanent loans, except when it is inevitable, by 
the existence of a war with some European 
Power. 

The comparative view of revenue and expend- 
iture (statement F) establishes, satisfactorily, 
that these duties cannot be dispensed with, unless 
there be a substitute, if the redemption of the 
Public Debt is to be seriously entered upon ; and 
it is believed that there cannot be devised objects 
of revenue more proper in themselves, nor more 
generally acceptable to the people. Whatever 
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interested parties may allege, it seems self-evi- 
dent that there can hardly be a reasonable ques- 
tion, except as to the best mode of collection. 
The objection, that part of them falls on manu- 
factures, has no weight. The manufactures on 
which they fall are complete luxuries, and com- 
pletely established; consequently, fit objects of 
revenue. The increased duties on the rival for- 
eign articles, are a full protection to the manu- 
facture. Whatever may be ‘the appearances in 
the ——) of the tax, it is certain, in principle, 
that it will finally fall on the consumer, as gen- 
erally as duties on imported commodities. 


Remarks on the Eighth Proposition, 


This is to terminate an embarrassment which 
has been experienced. Appropriations are fre- 
quently made for objects, the extent of which is 
not precisely known, or in a degree casual.’ To 
leave them indefinite, as to time, is sometimes to 
tie up, unnecessarily, a portion of the public funds, 
which may, ultimately, not be wanted at all for 
the oe of the original appropriation. 

It will do away this inconvenience, and pro- 
mote perspicuity in the Treasury accounts of ap- 
propriations, if an ultimate period is fixed when 
each appropriation shall be deemed to have ceased. 
Should further appropriations appear necessary 
for the same objects, new estimates can be pre- 
sented, and new appropriations made. 

The designating an account with a denomina- 
tion known in the laws, to which the surplusses 
are to be carried, will facilitate future Legislative 
dispositions of the resulting fund. It is, however, 
essential to the system of Public Credit, that this 
should be with the exceptions contained in the 
proposition. 

Remarks on the Ninth Proposition. 


This proposition is calculated to give simplicit 
to the public accounts of stock and revenue, whic 
will conduce to correctness, despatch, and econo- 
my. As the revenues are manifestly more than 
adequate to the claims of all the creditors, they, 
none of them, have any interest in the distinc- 
tions which now exist, and which grew out of 
the course of the business, and the rights of none 
of them will be affected, because all who choose 
may continue on their former ground, by signify- 
ing their dissent to the present plan. It is, how- 
ever, presumed, there will be no such dissent. 


Remarks on the Tenth Proposition. 


It is important to the fiscal calculations, to as- 
certain, positively, the extent of every portion of 
the Public Debt. At present, the amount of 
these several items of it is deduced from accounts 
of the late war, of various officers and offices; in 
some instances, conducted with little order. There 
is not, therefore, sufficient certainty; indeed, it is 
probable, from the length of time that has elapsed 
without their appearing, that the computed 
amount exceeds the real. 

Besides, they are, from their nature, subject to 
forgeries and counterfeits ; which implies a dan- 
ger of loss to the public, till their circulation is 
finally terminated. The proposition, accordingly, 


Public Credit. 





besides the obtaining of better information, aims 
at obviating this danger. 

Allowing sufficient time for bringing them in 
to be exohaniged for certificates of equivalent 
tenor, while it is a measure tending to public in- 
formation and security, it can be liable to no rea- 
sonable objection on the part of the creditors. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has reserved 
for the conclusion of this report, a proposition 
which appears to him of great importance to the 
Public Credit, and which, after some preliminary 
observations, will be offered to consideration. It 
relates to the right of taxing the Public Funds, 
and to that of sequestering them in time of war. 

A proposition, on either of those points, would 
have been deemed superfluous, had there never 
been discussions asserting a right to do the one 
and the other, and even the expediency of exer- 
cising that right. The negative of both the pre- 
tensions, from the habit of regarding it as inca- 
pable of being disputed, had acquired, in the 
mind of the Secretary, so much the force of an 
axiom, as to have precluded even the mention of 
the subject in the plan which he originally sub- 
mitted for funding the Public Debt. He should, 
otherwise, have thought it ani indispensable duty 
to suggest, as a matter of primary consequence to 
the system of credit contemplated in the plan, 
the express renunciation of those pretensions ; for 
they are (as he believes) not only unwarranted by 
principle or usage, but subversive of the sound 
maxims of Public Credit. A persuasion that this 
would always be a truth granted in the councils 
of the United States, is his apology for the omis- 
sion. 

Even now he should think it useless to depart 
from his silence on the point, had not the discus- 
sions alluded to, created some alarm in places 
where all the circumstances are not well under- 
stood, which it is the interest of the country to 
dispel. The confidence justly to be reposed in 
the collective wisdom -of this Government, for- 
bids the supposition, by one acquainted with its 
Constitution, that the security of the creditor can 
need, in this particular, a further sanction. It is 
presumed to be impossible, that any final act can 
ever give so deep a wound to the national interest 
and character, as to derogate from a principle 
which may be placed among the most sacred in 
the administration of a Government. 

Is there a right in the Government to tax its 
own funds ? 

The pretence of this right is deduced from the 
general right of the Legislative power to make all 
the property of the State contributory to its exi- 
gencies. 

But this right is obviously liable to be restricted 
by the engagements of the Government; it can- 
not be justly exercised in contravention of them; 
they must ie an exception. It will not be de- 
nied, that the general right in question, could, 
and would, be abridged, by an express promise 
not to tax the funds. This promise, indeed, 
has not been given in terms, but it has been 
given in substance. When an individual lends 
money to the State, the State stipulates to repay 
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him the principal lent, with a certain interest, or 
to pay a certain interest, indefinitely, till the prin- 
cipal is reimbursed ; or, it stipulates something 
equivalent, in another form. In our case, the stip- 
ulation is in the second form. 

To tax the funds, is manifestly either to take, or 
to keep back, a portion of the principal or interest 
stipulated to be paid. 

o do this, on whatever pretext, is not to do 
what is expressly promised; it is not to pay that} 
precise principal, or that precise interest, waich 
has been engaged to be paid; it is, therefore, to vio- 
late the promise given to the lender. 

But, is not the stipulation to the lender, with a 
tacit reservation of the general right of the Legis- 
lature to raise contributions on the property of the 
State ? 

This cannot be supposed—because it involves 
two contradictory things: an obligation to do, and 
aright nottodo. An obligation to pay a certain 
sum, and a right to retain it in the shape of a tax. | 
It is against the rules, both of law wud reason, to 
admit, by implication, in the construction ofa con- 
tract, a principle which goes in destruction of it. 

The Government, by such a construction, would 
be made to say to the lender: “I want a sum of 
money, for a national purpose, which all the citi- 
zens ought to contribute proportionably, but it will 
be more convenient to them, and to me, to borrow 
the money of you. Ifyou will lend it, I promise 
you faithfully, to allow you a certain rate of in- 
terest; while I keep the money, and to reimburse 
the principal within a determinate period, except | 
so much of the one and the other, as I may think | 
fit to withhold, in the shape of a tax.” 

Is such a construction either natural or rational ? | 
Does it not, in fact, nullify the promise by the 
reservation of a right not to perform it ? 

Is it to be presumed, without being expressed, 
that such can be the understanding ofa lender, | 
when he parts with his money to a Government? | 

The contrary is so much the more presumable, 
that nothing short of an express reservation can 
support the pretension to tax the fund. 

It may be replied, that the creditor might be 
willing to rely upon the equity of the Government, 
not to abuse its right, by exacting from him ex- 
cessive contributions. 

This, if true, does not obviate the difficulty of 
supposing the co-existence of an obligation and a | 
right, destructive the one of the other, in inter- 
preting the sense of a contract, when nothing of 
the kind is said. 

It is possible that a creditor might be willing so 
to contract; yet it is still necessary, in order ‘to 
determine that he has done it, to find some pro- 
Visions or expressions in the contract, indicating 
the intention, to render what is stipulated compat- 
ible with what is reserved. But it is not proba- 
ble that an individual would be willing to lend 
upon such terms. He would justly apprehend, 
that, in great emergencies, a right, having no limit 
but the opinion of the party possessed of the pow- 
er, would be abused, and that the convenience of 
laying hold ofa fund already prepared and at hand, 
supported by a claim of right would be a tempta- 








tion to abuse, not-easy to be resisted. However 
well disposed to contribute, in common with his 
fellow-citizens, on all the ordinary objects of prop: 
erty or income, he would be unwilling to subject 
himself to a special burden, in the peculiar char- 
acter of creditor of the State. He would prefer 
to employ his money in other ways; even to lend it 
to private persons, where it might be more likely 
to escape the hand of the fiscal power. 

Let the question be tried by another analysis. 

Public Debt can scarcely, in legal phrase, be de- 
fined either property in possession or inaction. It 
is evidently not the first, tillit is reduced to posses- 
sion by payment. To be the second, would suppose 
a legal power to compel payment by suit. Does 
such a power exist? The true definition of Pub- 
lie Debt is a property subsisting in the faith of the 
Government. Its essence is promise. Its defin- 
ite value depends upon the reliance that the prom- 
ise will be definitely fulfilled. Can the Govern- 


| ment rightfully tax its promises? Can it put its 


faith under contribution? Where or what is the 
value of the Debt if such a right exist? 

Suppose the Government to contract with an 
individual to convey to him a hundred acres of 
land, upon the condition of paying a hundred dol- 
lars. When he came to pay the hundred dollars 
and demand his title, could the Government re- 
quire of him to pay fifty more as a tax upon the 
land, before it would consent to give him the title ? 
Who would not pronounce this to be a breach of 
contract—a fraud—which nothing could disguise? 

This case is parallel with that under examina- 
tion, with circumstances that fortify the right of 
the lending creditor. 

The Government agrees with him, that, for one 
hundred dollars, which he delivers to the Govern- 
ment, it will deliver to him, at the end of each 
year, six dollars. Here the six dollars to be deliv- 
ered answer to the land to be conveyed, with this 
stronger ground of right, that the consideration for 
them has actually been given and received. Yet, 
when the creditor comes to demand his six dollars, 
he is told that he cannot have them, except with 
the reservation of one dollar as a tax upon the six, 
or that he cannot have them, except upon the con- 
dition of returning one dollar as that tax. What 
is this but to say, that his title to the money in this 
case, as to the land in the other, must depend up- 
on his paying, or allowing a further consideration 
for it, not contemplated in the contract? Can 
there be a doubt that this, also, would be a breach 
of contract—a fraud? 

The true rule of every case of property, founded 
on contract with the Government,is this: It must 
first be reduced into possession, and then it will be- 
come subject, in common with other similar pro- 
perty, to the right of the Government to raise con- 
tributions upon it. It may be said, that the Go- 
vernment may fulfil this principle, by paying the in- 
terest with one hand, and taking back the amount 
of the tax with the other. But to this, the answer is, 
that, to comply truly with the rule, the tax must 
be upon all the money of the community, not up- 
on the particular portion of it which is paid to the 
public creditors; and it ought, besides, to be so reg- 
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ulated, as not to include a lien of the tax upon the 
fund. The creditor should be no otherwise acted 
upon, than as every other possessor of money ; and 
consequently, the money he receives from the pub- 
lic, can then only be a fit subject of taxation, when 
it is entirely separated, and thrown, undistinguish- 
ed, into the common mass. A different practice 
would amount to an evasion of the principle con- 
tended for, and to oppression. A rent, or annuity, 
liable before it passes, or in the act of passing, or at 
the moment of passing from one proprietor to an- 
other, to a deduction, or drawback, at the pleasure 
of the party from whom it is to pass, is an ima- 
ginary thing, destitute both of shape and substance. 

When a Government enters into contract with 
an individual, it deposes as to the matter of the 
contract,its Constitutional authority and exchanges 
the character of legislator for that of a moral agent, 
with the same rights and obligations as an indi- 
vidual. Its promises may be justly considered as 
excepted out of its power to legislate, unless in aid 
of them. It is, in theory, impossible to reconcile 
the two ideas of a promise which obliges with a 

ower to make a law which can vary the effect of 
it. This is the great principle that governs the 
question, and abridges the general right of the 
Government to lay taxes, excepting out of it a spe- 
cies of property which subsists only in its promise. 

There are persons who, admitting the general 
rule, conceive a distinction to exist between a tax 
upon the funds, which must be paid at all events, 
and a tax upon alienations of them, which will 
only be paid when they are transferred from one 
to another. The latter they think justifiable, be- 
cause it is in the option of the creditor to avoid the 
tax, by avoiding the alie: ation. Butthe difference 
between the two cases is only a difference in the de- 
gree of violation. 

The stock, in its creation, is made transferable. 
This quality constitutes a material part of its value, 
and the existence of it is a part of the contract 
with the Government, which has undertaken, it- 
self, to conduct the operation of transferring by its 
own officers, and consequently at its own expense. 
It is as completely a breach of contract to derogate 
from this quality, in diminution of the value of 
stock, by encumbering the transfer with a charge 
or tax, as it is to take back, in the same shape, a 
portion of the principal or interest. It is obvious, 
too, that this may be carried so far as essentially 
to destroy the transferable capacity. But what is 
a tax upon transfers, other than the faculty of 
taking ower from the actual proprietor of stock a 
portion of his principal, whenever his interests or 
his necessities demand a transfer, in derogation 
from the full enjoyment of the right to transfer, 
and from the express promise of the Government 
to pay to him or his ali For it is upon the 


‘Public 


ienee ? 
seller, not upon the buyer, that such a tax will fall. 
And where is the substantial difference, on the 
ground of contract, between this and a direct tax 
upon the fund itself? The value of it is as cer- 
tainly impaired by the one as by the other. 

But shall the proprietor of money in the funds, 
then, be exempt from his proportion of the bur- 
dens which other citizens bear ? 
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This will not be the consequence of the princi- 
ple. As a consumer, of which his income is the 
instrument, he will pay his proportion of the taxes 
on consumption. As a holder of any other species 
of property procured by that income, or other- 
wise, which is liable to a tax, he must also contri- 
bute his proportion. 

But, without undue refinement, the lender of 
money to the public may be affirmed to have paid 
his tax when he lends his money. 

Relying upon the engagement of the Govern- 
ment,express or implied, that he will receive what 
is promised him, without defalcation, he is con- 
tent with a less interest than he would take if sub- 
ject to any such defalcation, and especially if it 
was to be arbitrary as to its extent. In this iver 
rate of interest he may be truly said to pay his 
tax or to purchase an exemption from it. 

Here, also, we find what 1s decisive on the point 
of expediency. 

If the Government had a right to tax its funds, 
the exercise of that right would cost much more 
than it was worth. The money-lender would ex- 
act exorbitant premiums, not only as an indemni- 
fication for the use which the Government might 
probably. make of its right, and which, in practice, 
would be likely to be qualified by some regard to 
equality of contribution, but as an equivalent for 
insurance against the risk or possibility of a more 
extensive use. Hence the Government would be 
likely to pay much more in ee upen its 
Loans, than it would draw back in taxes; and the 
former being supposed but equal to the latter, 
there would be no advantage in exercising the 
right. 

But it will be, perhaps, more safe to affirm, that 
there would be no borrowing at all upon such 
terms. The first precedent of a tax upon the 
funds might be expected to compel the Govern- 
ment to an express renunciation of the right in 
every future Loan. Solid capitalists would not 
be much inclined to adventure their money upon so 
precarious a, footing as is implied in a power of 
taxing their credits. 

These reflections lead readily to an estimate of 
the impressions which would be produced by the 
example of an imposition on the funds. Regarded 
either as a positive breach of contract, or as a de- 
viation from the sound maxims of credit, the ef- 
fect upon it would be nearly equally fatal. What- 
ever might be excused to a time of revolution, to 
a defect of means, or to some extraordinary pecu- 
liarity of situation, no excuse would be admitted 
for a deliberate departure from principles, at a 
time, too, of national prosperity, in a flourishing 
state of the finances, after the foundations ofa re- 
gular system had been laid. The departure would 
argue an incorrectness, an instability, or a deprav- 
ity of views, calculated to give a lasting shock to 
Public Credit. 

The United States must, henceforth, tread with 
the most cautious steps. 

A renunciation of the right, in future, might 
not speedily heal the wound which an example 
of its exercise had given. Durable suspicion 
might fasten on the wisdom or the integrity of th 
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Government, which might occasion to it no incon- 
siderable loss and embarrassment, before a coutse 
of contrary experience,would obliterate them. 

The right ofa Government to sequester or con- 
fiscate property, in its funds, in time of war, in- 
volves considerations analogous to those which 
regard the right of taxing them. Whether the 
foreigner be, himself, the original lender, or the 
proprietor of stock, in its constitution transferable 
without discrimination, he stands upon ‘equal 
ground with the citizen. He has an equal claim 
upon the faith of the Government. 

In the second case, as the substitute of the ori- 
ginal lender, the promise made attaches immedi- 
ately upon him. Indeed, the certificates which 
issue uponevery transfer, and which may be called 
the public bonds, designate him as the creditor, and 
expressly invest him with the correspondent rights. 

o sequester or confiscate the stock, is as effect- 
ually a breach of the contract to pay, as to absorb 
it by a tax. It is to annihilate the promise, under 
the sanction of which the foreigner became a 
proprietor. 

But, does not the general right of war, to seize 
and confiscate enemy property, extend to the pro- 
perty of the citizens of one nation in the funds of 
another—the two nations being at war with each 
other ? 

Resorting to principle as the guide, this question 
may, on solid grounds, be answered in the negative. 

The right to seize and confiscate individual 
property, in national wars, excludes all those cases 
where the individual derives his title from the 
enemy sovereign or nation: for the right to pro- 
perty always implies the right tobe protected and 
secured in the enjoyment of that property ; and a 
nation, by the very act of permitting the citizen 
of a foreign country to acquire property within its 
territory, whether to lands, funds, or to any other 
thing, tacitly engages to give protection and se- 
curity to that property, and to allow him as full 
enjoyment of it as any other proprietor—an en- 
gagement which no state of things between the 
two nations can justly or reasonably affect. Though 
politically right, that, in wars between nations, the 

roperty of private persons, which depend on the 
aws of their own country, or on circumstances 
foreign to the nation with which their own is at 
war, should be subject to seizure and confiscation 
by the enemy nation; yet it is both politically and 
morally wrong, that this should extend to property 
acquired under the faith of the Government, and 
the laws of that enemy nation. 

When the Government enters into a contract 
with the citizen of a foreign country, it considers 


him as an individual in a state of nature, and con- | 


tracts with himassuch. It does not contract with 
him as the member of another society. 

The contracts, therefore, with him, cannot be 
affected by his political relations to that society. 
War, whatever right it may give over his other 
property, can give none over that which he de- 
rives from those contracts. The character in 
which they are made with him, the faith pledged 
to him personally, virtually exempt it. 


APPENDIX. 
_Public Credit, 


would exempt as well the income as the capital of 
the property. It protects the use as effectually as 
the thing. What, in fact, is property, buta fiction, 
without the beneficial use of it? In many cases, 
indeed, the income or annuity is the property it- 
self. And, though general usage may control the 
principle, it can only be as far as the usage clearly 
goes. Itmust not be extended by analogy. 

Some of the most approved publicists, admitting 
the principle. qualify it with regard to the income 
of lands, which they say may be sequestered “to 
hinder the remittance of it to the enemy’s country.” 

But the same authority affirms, that a State at 
war “does not so much as touch the sums which. 
it owes to the enemy. Everywhere, in case of a 
war, funds credited to the public, are exempt from 
confiscation and seizure.” These expressionsclear- 
ly exclude sequestration as well as confiscation. 

The former, no less than the latter, would be 
inconsistent with the declaration that a State at 
war does not so much as touch the sums which it 
owes to the enemy, and, that funds credited to the 
public are exempt from seizure. And, on full in- 
quiry, it is believed that the suggestion, thus un- 
derstood, is founded in fact. 

Usage, then, however it may deviate in other 
particulars, in respect to public funds, concurs with 
principle in pronouncing, that they cannot right- 
tully be sequestered in time of war. 

The usages of war still savor too much of the 
ferocious maxims of the times when war was the 
chief occupacion of man. Enlightened reason 
would never have pronounced, that the persons or 
property of foreigners, found in a country at the 
breaking out of a war between that country and 
their own, were liable to any of the rigors which 
a state of war authorizes against the persons and 
goods of an enemy. It would have decreed to 
them an inviolable sanctuary in the faith of those 
permissions and those laws, by which themselves 
and their property had come under the jurisdic- 
tion where they were found. It would have re- 
jected the treachery of converting the indulgences 


| and even rights of a previous state of amity, into 


snares for innocent individuals. 

Happily, however, the practice of latter times 
has left several of those maxims little more than 
points of obsolete doctrine. They still retain their 
rank in theory ; but usage has introduced so many 
qualifications, as nearly to destroy their operation. 

This appears from the acknowledgment of wri- 
ters, from the barrenness of modern history in ex- 
amples of the application of those doctrines, from 
the opinions known to be generally currentin Eu- 
rope, and from a variety of articles which are con- 
stant formulas in treaties of the present century. 

The United States are every way interested in 
the mitigation of the rigor of the ancient maxims 
of war. They cannot better demonstrate their 





This principle, which seems critically correct, 





wisdom, than by their moderation in this respect. 
Particularly mterested in maintaining, in their 
greatest purity and energy, the principles of credit, 
they cannot too strictly adhere to all the relaxa- 
tions of those maxims which favor the rights of 
creditors. No temporary advantage can compen- 
sate for the evils of a different course of conduct. 
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Credit, public and private, is of the greatest 
consequence to every country. Of this, it might 
be emphatically called the invigorating principle. 
No well informed man can cast a retrospective 
eye over the progress of the United States, from 
their nreney to the present period, without being 
convinced that they owe, in a great degree, to the 
fostering influence of credit, their present mature 
growth. This credit has been of a mixed nature, 
mercantile and public, foreign and domestic. Cre- 


‘ dit abroad was the trunk of our mercantile credit, 


from which issued ramifications that nourished all 
the parts of domestic labor and industry. The 
-bills of credit emitted, from time to time, by the 
different local Governments, which passed current 
as money, co-operated with that resource. Their 
united foree, quickening the energies and bring- 
ing into action the capacities for improvement of 
a new country, was highly instrumental in accele- 
rating its growth. 

Credit, too, animated and supported by the gene- 
ral zeal, had a great share in scecnialliiie: with- 
out such violent expedients, as, generating uni- 
versal distress, would have endangered the issue, 
that Revolution, of which we are so justly proud, 
and to which we are so greatly indebted. 

Credit, likewise, may, no doubt, claim a princi- 
pal agency in that increase of national and indi- 
vidual welfare since the establishment of the pre- 
sent Government, which is so generally felt and 
acknowledged, though the true causes of it are 
not as generally understuod. It is the constant 
auxiliary of almost every public operation; has 
been an indispensable one in those measures by 
which our frontiers have been defended ; and it 
would not be difficult to demonstrate, that, in a 
recent and delicate instance, has materially con- 
tributed to the safety of the State. 

There can be no time, no state of things, in 
which credit is not essential to a nation, especially 
as long as nations in general continue to use it as 
a resource in war. It is impossible for a country 
to contend, on equal terms, or to be secure, against 
the enterprises of other nations, without being 
able equally with them to avail itself of this im- 
portant resource; and to a young country, with 
moderate pecuniary capital, and nota very various 
industry, it is still more necessary than to coun- 
tries more advanced in both. A truth not less 
weighty for being obvious and frequently noticed. 

Public credit has been well defined to be, “a 
faculty to borrow, at pleasure, considerable sums 
on moderate terms ; the ari of distributing, over a 
succession of years, the extraordinary efforts, found 
indispensable in one; a mean of accelerating the 
prompt employment of all the abilities of a nation, 
and even of disposing of a part of the overplus of 
others.” 

This just and ingenious definition condenses to 
a point the principal arguments in favor of public 
credit, and displays its immense importance. 

Let any man consult the actual course of our 
pecuniary operations, and let him then say whe- 
ther credit be not eminently useful. Let him ima- 
gine the expense of a single campaign in a war 
with a great European Power; and let him then 





Se gemireporisbimersrse 
pronounce whether credit would not be indispen- 
sable. Let him decide whether it would be prac- 
ticable, at all, to raise the necessary sum by taxes 
within the year, and let him judge what would be 
the degree of distress and oppression, which the 
attempt would occasion to the community. He 
cannot but conclude, that war, without credit, 
would be more than a great calamity—would be 
ruin. 

But‘credit is not only one of the main pillars of 
the public safety; it is among the principal en- 
gines of useful enterprise and internal improve- 
ment. As a substitute for capital, it is little less 
useful than gold or silver, in agriculture, in com- 
merce, in the manufacturing and mechanic arts. 

The proof of this needs no labored deduction. 
It is matter of daily experience in the most fa- 
miliar pursuits. One man wishes to take up and 
cultivate a piece of land; he purchases upon credit, 
and, in time, pays the purchase money out of the 
produce of the soil improved by his labor. Ano- 
ther sets up in trade ; in the credit founded upon a 
fair character, he seeks, and often finds, the means 
of becoming, at length, a wealthy merchant. A 
third commences business as manufacturer or me- 
chanic, with skill, but without money. It is by 
credit, that he is enabled to procure the tools, the 
materials, and even the subsistence of which he 
stands in need, until his industry has supplied him 
with capital; and, even then, he derives, from an 
established and increased credit, the means of ex- 
tending his undertakings. 

Among the circumstances which recommend 
credit, and indicate its importance in the whole 
system of internal exertion and amelioration, it is 
impossible to pass, unnoticed, its unquestionable 
tendency to moderate the rate of interest—a cir- 
cumstance of infinite value in all the operations 
of labor and industry. 

If the individual capital of this country has be- 
come more adequate to its exigencies than former- 
ly, it is because individuals have found new re- 
sources in the Public Credit—in the funds to which 
that has given value and activity. Let Public Cre- 
dit be prostrated, and the deficiency will be greater 
than before. Public and Private Credit are closely 
allied, if not inseparable. There is, perhaps, no 
example of the one being in a flourishing, where 
the other was in a bad, state. A shock to Public 
Credit, would, therefore, not only take away the 
additional means which it has furnished, but, by 
the derangements, disorders, distrusts, and false 
principles, which it would engender and dissemi- 
nate, would diminish the antecedent resources of 
Private Credit. 

The United States possess an immense mass of 
improvable matter; the development of it, con- 
tinually making, may be said to enlarge the field 
of improvement as it progresses ; and, though the 
active capital of the country has, no doubt, con- 
siderably increased, it is probable that it does not 
bear, at present, a much greater proportion to the 
objects of employment than it has done at any 
former period. Credit, upon this hypothesis, of 
every kind, is nearly as necessary to us now, as it 
ever was. But, at least, it may be affirmed, with 
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absolute certainty, that, to a country so situated, 
credit is peculiarly useful and important. 

If the United States observe, with delicate cau- 
tion, the maxims of credit, as well towards foreign- 
ers as their own citizens, in connexion with the 
general principles of an upright, stable,and system- 
atic administration, the strong attractions which 
they present to foreign capital will be likely to 
insure them the command of as much as they 
may want, in addition to their own, for every spe- 
cies of internal amelioration. 

Can it be doubted, that they would derive from 
this, in a course of time, advantages incomparably 
greater than any, however tempting, that could 
partially result from a disregard of those maxims, 
or from the exercise of a questionable right, which 
should even appear to derogate from them? 

Credit is an entire thing. Every part of it has 
the nicest sympathy with every other part; wound 
one limb, and the whole tree shrinks and de- 
cays 

[he security of each creditor is inseparable 
from the security of all creditors. The boundary 
between foreigner and citizen would not be deemed 
a sufficient barrier against extending the precedent 
of an inyasion of the rights of the former to the 
latter. The most judicious and cautious would be 
most apt to reason thus, and would only look for 
stronger shades of apparent necessity or expedi- 
ency to govern the extension. And, in affairs of 
credit, the opinions of the judicious and cautious 
may be expected to sacenil Hence the Govetn- 


ment, by sequestering the property of foreign citi- 


zens in the public funds, at the commencement of 
a war, would impair, at least, if not destroy, that 
credit which is the best resource in war. 

It is in vain to attempt to disparage credit, by 
objecting to its abuses. What is there not liable 
to abuse or misuse? The precious metals, those 
great springs of labor and industry, are also the 
ministers of extravagance, luxury, and corruption. 
Commerce, the nurse of agriculture and manufac- 
tures, if overdriven, leads to bankruptcy and dis- 
tress. A fertile soil, the principal source of hu- 
man comfort, not unfrequently begets indolence 
and effeminacy. Even liberty itself, degenerating 


| into licentiousness, produces a frightful complica- 
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tion of ills, and works its own destruction. 

It is wisdom, in every case, to cherish whatever 
is useful, and guard against its abuse. It will be 
the truest policy of the United States, to give all 
possible energy to Public Credit, by a firm adhe- 
rence to its strictest maxims; and yet, to avoid 
the ills of an excessive employment of it, by true 
economy and system in the public expenditures; 
by steadily cultivating peace; and by using sin- 
cere, efficient, and persevering endeavors to di- 
minish present debts, prevent the accumulation of 
new, and secure the discharge, within a reason- 
able period, of such as it may be, at any time, 
matter of necessity to contract. It will be wise to 
cultivate and foster Private Credit, by an exem- 
plary observance of the principles of Public Credit, 
and to guard against the misuse of the former, by 
a speedy and vigorous administration of justice, 
and by taking away every temptation to run in 
debt, founded in the hope of evading the just 
claims of creditors. 

As an honorable evidence of this disposition, 
and with a view to quiet the alarms which have 
been excited, and to silence, forever, a question 
which ean never be agitated without serious in- 
convenience, the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
the last place, respectfully submits : 

That there be an express renunciation, by law, 
of all pretension of right to tax the public funds, 
or to sequester, at any time, or on any pretext, the 

| property which foreign citizens may hold therein. 

| This will be particularly essential to the suc- 

|cess of the plan for converting the foreign into 
domestic debt; as the present contracts for the 
Amsterdam and Antwerp debt contain an equiva- 
lent stipulation, and there is ao prospect that the 
creditors would consent to a change, but upon the 
condition of a like stipulation. 

In the commencement of this report, it was the 
intention to submit some propositions for the im- 
provement of the several branches of the public 
revenue ; but it is deemed advisable to reserve this 

| part of the subject for a future communication. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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ublic Credit. : 





B.—The Government of France, in account current of principal with the United States. 
















Dr. Epoch of September 3, 1794 teeektte, 

To balance due the United States at the elose of the year 1793, exceeding the interest and in- f 
stalments then due - ~ - - = : - - - 2,109,974 18 2 e 
To payments madeat the Treasury to May 15, viz : E 

April 2 . - - - : . $350 
May 15 - - - - - - 20,000 3 
$20,350, at 1815, 112,121 4 2 4 

To payments at the Treasury on May 20 and June 4, viz : , E 
May20_- : a a - 622 81 ‘ 
June™ - - : - - - 50,270 00 ; 





—_——— 50,892 81, at 1815, 280,401 3 1 


To payments at the T'reasury, from September} 3 to October 30, 1794, at interest from Septem- 


ber 3, when the whole sum was subject to the order of the French Minister, $272,250, at 
1815 - y i zi : a a vs 4 - - 1,500,000 0 0 9 






ea si 








4,002,497 5 5 











Cr. Epoch of September 3, 1794. 


By the eighth instalment, due on September 3, 1794, of the Loan of eighteen millions - 1,500,000 0 0 
By account of interest: fora balance of interest due on the 3d of September, on the re- 






maining part of the Loan of eighteen millions - - - - : a 303,406 4 11 
Balance due to the United States on September 3, 1794, arising from payments exceeding 
the interest and instalments demandable by France to that period - - - 2,199,091 0 6 








4,002,497 5 5 









Dr. Epoch of November 4, 1794. 


To balance due to the United States on September 3, 1794, broughtdown - Lier - 2,199,091 0 6 
To payments at the Treasury, from November 4 to 13th, 1794, to be at interest from Novem- 


ber 4, when the whole sum was subject to the order of the French Minister, $181,500, at 
1815 - - ° ° ‘ - “ . pa - - 1,000,000 0 0 


















3,199,091 0 6 




















Cr. Epoch of November 4, 1794. 
By the eighth instalment, due on November 4, 1794, of the Loan of ten millions - _- 1,000,000 0 0 
By account of interest, for a balance of interest due on the 4th of November, on the remain- 

ing part of the Loan of ten millions - - - - - - £ ag 102,751 16 0 
Balance due to the United States on November 4, 1794, arising from payments exceeding 

the interest and instalments then demandable by France - - - - - 2,096,339 4 6 

3,199,091 0 6 

Dr. Epoch of December 31, 1794. 
To balance due to the United States on November 4, 1794, brought down - - - 2,096,339 4 6 





























Cr. Epoch of December 31, 1794. 
By account of interest, for a balance of interest due on the 31st of December, on the remain- 

ing part of the Lean of six millions - - - - - - - 284,379 16 8 
Balance due to the United States on December 31, 1794, arising from payments exceeding 

the interest and instalments demandable by France to that period - - - - 1,811,959 7 10 

2,096,339 4 6 

To balance due to the United States on December 31, 1794, brought down - - - 1,811,959 7 10 
Dr. Epoch of September 3, 1794. 






To interest on the balance due to the United States at the close of the year 1793, being 

2,109,974 livres, 18 sous, and 2 deniers, from January 1, 1794, to September 3 following, 

is eight months and two days, at 4.706 per cent. per annum, being an average of the inte- 

rest payable on the French Loans, when obtained - - - - - - 66,748 ll 6 
To interest on 112,121 livres, 4 sous, 2 deniers, being payments at the Treasury to May 
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15, 1794—from May 15 to Soper 3, is there enamine and cightorn days, at 4.706 Livres. S. D 

per cent. per annum = - - - 1,582 18 5 
To interest on 280,401 livres, 3 sous, 1 ‘denier, being payments at the Teeary on May 

20 and June 4, 1794—from June 4 to September 3 istwo months and twenty-nine days, 








at 4.706 per cent per annum - . - 1 ia ia i. 3,262 5 2 
To account of principal for the balance of this account - . - - - 803,406 4 11 
3%, 000 0 0 
Cr. Epoch of September 3, 1794. 
By interest due on September 2, 1794,'on 7,500,000, remaining of the hom of 18, O00 yh, 
at 5 per cent. per annum, one year - e 378,00 0 0 
Dr. Epoch of November 4, 1794. 


To interest on the balance of principal due to the United States on September. 3, 1794, 
being 2,199,091 livres, 0 sous, 6 deniers, from 3d — to November 4, 1794, is 








two months, at 4.706 per cent. per annum == - . - “ ’ 17,248 4 0 
r To account of principal for balance of this account - - = ’ - 102,751 16 0 
120,000 0 0 
ain lla 
H Cr. Epoch of November 4, 1794. 
By interest due on November 4, 1794, on 3,000,000, remaining to that period, of the Loan 
of 10,000,000, at 4 per cent. per annum - ° ° - - ne <) TOS noe 
Dn. Epoch of December 3\, 1794. 


To interest on the balance of principal due to the United States on November 4, 1794, being 
2,096,339 livres, 4 sous, 6 deniers, from November 4 to December 31, 1794, is one 








month and twenty-seven days, at 4.706 per cent. per annum - - . 15,620 3 8 
To account of principal for balance of this account - - - - - 284,379 16 0 
300,000 0 0 

Cr. Epoch of December 31, 1794. 








By interest due on December 31, 1794, on the Loan of 6,000,000, at 5 per cent. perannum 300,000 0 0 

















RESULT ON JANUARY 1, 1795. 


The Government of France in account current with the United States, on January 1, 1795. 


Dr. 
To balance due to the United States on January 1, 1795, arising from payments exceeding the Livres. S. D. 
interest and instalments demandable by France to that period - : - * 1,811,959 7 10 
Balance due tothe French Government on Ist January, 1795, exclusive of interest on Loans, 
per credit - - - . : - - - - - 12,188,040 12 2 


a 


14,000,000 0 0 


Cr. SE 


By four instalments, of 1,500,000 livreseach, on the Loan of 18,000,000, which will be due 

on the 2d of September, i in the years 1795, 1796, 1797, and 1798, beaang interest from 

September 3, 1794, at 5 per cent. per annum - - 6,000,000 0 0 
By two instalments of 1,000,000 livres each, on the Loan of 10, 000, 000, which will be due 

on the 4th of November, in the years 1795 and 1796, — interest from the 4th of No- 

vember, 1794, at 4 per cent. per annum - - - 2,000,000 0 0 
By six instalments, of 1,000,000 livres each, on the ‘Leds of 6,000, 000, which will be due in 

the years 1797, 1798, 1799, 1800, 1801, ‘and 1802, bearing interest from (ouany 1, 1795, 
at 5 percent. per annum ° - - - - - 6,000,000 0 0 







14,000,000 0 0 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Jr., Comptroller 








Comprro..er’s Orrice, January 6, 1795. 
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APPENDIX. 


Public Credit. 


C & D—Continued. 


Statement of one year’s interest on the Foreign Loans effected on account of the United States, as 
due on the 31st of December, 1794. 
Guilders, Dolls. Cts. 
20,500,000 guilders, amount of five per cent. Loans effected at Amsterdam - 1,025,000 
2,050,000 guilders, amount of four and a half per cent. Loan effected at 
Antwerp - - - . - - - 92,250 
7,950,000 guilders, amount of four per cent. Loans effected at Amsterdam - 318,000 
30,500,000 amount at interest. 
467,500 guilders, amount of premiums and gratifjcations to be paid on a 
Loan of 2,000,000 guilders. 


30,967,500 aol, amount to be paid for Loans effected at Amsterdam and 
——— ntwerp. 
Amount of one year’s interest on the Dutch and Antwerp Loans-_ - 1,435,250 
Which, at 40 cents per guilder, is : - - - - 574,100 00 
Livres. s. d. 
12,188,040 12 2 balance due to the French Government, a 4.706 per cent. per annum, 
being an average of interest payable on the French Loan when 
obtained - - - - - Livres, 573,569 3 9 
Which, at 18.15 cents per livre, is - - - - : - - 104,102 80 


Amount of one year’s interest on the foreign Loans, as due on the 31st of Dec., 1794 $678,102 80 


Statement of Interest payable on the Domestic Debt. 


Ist. Interest payable by the existing contracts on the Debt, as it stood on the last day 
of December, 1794: 
On six per cent stock - - $29,046,730 62 
On the original capital of the 
debt to foreign officers - 186,988 23 
$29,233,718 85, a6 perct. $1,754,023 13 
On three per cent. stock - 19,484,840 68 
On the interest of the capital 
due to foreign officers to De- 
cember 31,1790 - - 22,438 58 
—————_ 19,507,279 26,a3perct. 585,218 37 
On the unfunded Debt, per 
statement - - : 
From which deduct indents 
of interest, which bear no 
interest - - - 83.805 00 


1,184,323 40 


Unfunded Debt bearing interest - - 1,100,518 40, a6 per ct. 66.031 10 


Total of interest payable annually, by the contract existing at the 
close of the year 1794 - - - : - - - - $2,405,272 60 


2d. Interest payable after the year 1800, on the principles of the contract existing at the 
end of 1794: 
On the deferred stock existing at the end 
of 1794, being - - . - $14,523,365 45, a 6 perct. $871,401 92 
On the six per cent. stock, asstated above - 29,233,718 85, a6 perct. 1,754,023 13 
On the three per cent. stock, as statedabove 19,507,279 26, a3 perct. 585,218 37 
‘On the unfunded Debt, as stated above - 1,100,518 40, a 6 per ct. 66,031 10 


Total of interest which would be payable after the year 1800, on the whole Domestic 
Debt, on the principles of the existing contract, at the end of 1794 - - - $3,276,674 52 


3d. Interest which would be payable if the whole Domestic Debt was subscribed to 
the Loan: 

On six per cent. stock : - - $29,967,397 80, a 6 per ct. $1,798,043 86 

On three per cent. stock - - 19,967,936 00,a3perct. 599,038 08 
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Annual interest till the close of the year 1800 = - - - - - 2,397,081 94 
Interest on Deferred Debt, which becomes 
six per cent stock after the year 1800 $14,890,204 90, a 6 per ct. - 893,412 29 
Total interest which would be payable annually, after the year 1800, if the whole 
Debt was subseribed - - - - : - . - $3,290,494 23 
E. 


View of Sinking Fund, according to plan proposed in the Report. 


Present annual amount of Sinking Fund, supposing the investment of the residue of the surplus of 
revenue to the end of 1790, and of the arrears of interest on the debt to foreign officers, in the pur- 
chase of six per cent. stock, at par, and exonerating the fund from the charge to which it is subject 
by the last section of the act making provision for the reduction of the Public Debt, viz: 


Interest for a year on stock actually purchased and redeemed, to the last of December, 1794, and 


carried to the credit of the fund - - - - - - - - $68,225 55 
Interest for a year on the principal and arrears of interest, to the end of 1790, on the 

debt to foreign officers - ss . - - - - - - 11,892 44 
Interest for a year on subsequent arrears of interest, not included in the above - - 1,547 05 
Interest fora year on $411,659 49, being the unexpended balance of surplus to the end 

of 1790 - ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ u : é F ‘ - 24,699 56 


$106,364 60 
Interest for a year on the Loan Office certificates, bearing interest on the nominal prin- 
cipal which (those certificates being paid off as proposed) would accrue to this fund - 1,911 00 
Add this sum, to be appropriated’ out ot the revenue from imports and tonnage, for the 
redemption of stock, bearing a present interest of six per cent. according to the fifth 
proposition in the report - - - - - - : - 408,134 64 


The amount of two per cent. on $25,820,512 20, being the amount of stock unredeemed, _ 
bearing a present interest of six per cent. exclusive of State balances - - - $516,410 24 


Dividends on Bank stock, deducting interest on such instalments of the Loan of the Bank as had not 
accrued in the year 1794 - - . - - - - - $62,500 00 
Sum to be paid in addition thereto, on the 1st of January, 1796, out of the revenues 
from imports and tonnage, for reimbursement of the 4th instalment of the above Loan — 137,500 00 


Amount of annual instalments of $2,000,000, had of the Bank of the United States, pur- 
suant to the 11th section of the act of incorporation - - - - - $200,000 00 


The surplus of the dividends on Bank stock will increase each year $12,000; the interest, liberated 
by payment of each annual instalment of principal, and the sum to be paid out of the revenue, will 
annually decrease in the same ratio. 

It will be, after the first year— 


On the Ist of January, 1797 - - - - $125,500 
On the Ist of January, 1798 - - - - 113,500 
On the ist of January, 1799 - - - - 101,500 
On the Ist of January, 1800 - - - - 89,500 
On the ist of January, 1801 - - - - 77,500 
On the ist of January, 1802 - - - . 65,500 


The yearly average of the sums successively payable out of the revenue from imports 

and tonnage, towards reimbursing the two cullen Loan, will be - - - $101,500 00 
And the whole Loan being discharged on the 1st of January, 1803, the annual dividend 

on Bank stock will be liberated from the future payment of interest on the Loan, and 

will thenceforth yield to the Sinking Fund an annuity liable to the redemption of 

the deferred stock - - - - - : - - - 152,500 00 
Two per centum of $12,478,837 93, the amount of unredeemed stock which, on the Ist 

of January, 1801, will bear interest at six per centum per annum, exclusive of State 

balances, and which will be payable on the Ist of January, 1802,is_ - - - 249,576 75 























































APPENDIX. 
Public Credit. . 
Yearly interest, which, on the Ist of January, 1801, will begin to accrue to the Sinking 


Fund, in the deferred stock standing to its credit, is $52,319 97. Further sum neces- ae 
sary for payment of the above two per centum - - - - - 197,256 78 





$249,576 75 


This sum of $197,256 78 will, in the years 1802, 1803, be payable out of the revenues from imports 
and tonnage. But the yearly dividends on Bank stock, free from charge after the Ist of January, 









1803, being - - - - - - - - - - $152,500 00 
The sum thenceforth payable out of the revenues from imports and tonnage, for pay- 

ment of said two per centum, will be - - - ‘ ; - 44,756 78 
Which, together with the yearly interest on deferred stock, being - - - 52,319 97 
Is equal to the amount of redeeming annuity of deferred stock, being - - - $249,576 75 


Hence the permanent appropriations out of the revenue from imports and tonnage, for the re- 
demption of the whole of the unredeemed funded stock, which now bears, and hereafter will bear, an 
interest of six per centum per annum, exclusive of the stock standing to the credit of certain States, 
pursuant to the report of the Commissioners, is 

For that bearing a present interest - $408,134 64 
For that bearing a future interest : - - - - - 44756 78 









Total annual extra appropriation to Sinking Fund, out of the revenues, exclusive of 
Bank dividends - - - - - - - - - - $452,891 42 























The whole of the stock bearing a present rate of interest, will, by this fund, be re- 
deemed in something less than twenty-three years, and the interest then set free, to 
wit, in the year 1818, will be - - - . - - - $1,631,259 72 
To which add the further appropriation towards principal, as above - - - 408,134 64 


$2,039,394 36 





This annuity, applied to payments or purchases of the Foreign Debt, on a calculation of five per 
cent. interest, would, by the Ist of January, 1824, extinguish that Debt, and yield a 
surplus of - - - - - - - - - - $122,502 29 
The whole of the stock bearing a future interest of six per cent., will, by the fund to be applied to it " 
as above. be also redeemed in something less than twenty-three years from the time of com- 
mencing the redemption, that is, by the year 1824, and the interest then set free on that stock,: 
will be - - - - - - - - - - - $801,050 24 
The sum appropriated towards the redemption, then also set free, is - - - 197,256 78 
To which, add the sum liberated by the redemption of the present six per cent. stock - 2,039,394 36 
And the interest on $13,745,379 35, being the amount of the Foreign Debt extinguished 
as above - - - - - - - - - - - 638,480 58 


There will, therefore, be an annuity of 





- $3,676,181 96 


Thus will the whole of the Foreign Debt be extinguished by the year 1824, and the Sinking Fund 
will then possess an annuity of - - - - - - - - $3,676,181 96 
And a sum, in gross, of = - - - . . - - - - 122,502 29 












Together  - ‘ b P : ‘ . ; - $3,798,684 25 


Which, in two years, would more than pay off the whole of the balances to creditor States, and 
the whole of the unfunded Debt, if not sooner discharged. 

So that, supposing the proceeds of the Western lands to be sufficient, by the same time, to redeem 
the three per cent. stock, the whole of the present Debt of the United States, foreign and do- 
tmestic, funded and unfunded, may be redeemed by the operation of the provision proposed by the 
fifth proposition, by the year 1826; and there would revert to the United States a yearly revenue of 
$4,435,320 89. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 


Treasury Department, January 17, 1795. 

Nore.—The calculations in this statement would require, to assure their perfect accuracy, a 
revision; but it is certain, that any errors it may contain, will be too inconsiderable to affect any 
important result. 


3d Con. —45 
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Public Credit. 


F'.— Comparative view of annual current Revenue and Expenditure. 


CURRENT REVENUE. 


Nett duties on imports and tonnage, as appertained 1793 per account 
of receipts and expenditures for that year - - $6,087,546 26 
Add product of additional duties on imports laid by the 
acts of the 5th and 7th of June, 1794, computed on the 
importations of 1793 - - - - - 1,091,872 32 
Deduct for extra drawbacks, which would become pay- 
able after the year 1793, in consequence of extra im- 
portations of certain articles in that year, which were 
re-exported = - - - - - : 


1,500,000 00 
Deduct amount of temporary duties on imports - 


1,479,626 91 








Permanent duties on imports and tonnage - - - - 
Duties on spirits distilled within the United States, and upon stills - 
Nett duties on postage of letters, as ascertained in 1793, - - 
Patent fees, as they accrued in the same year - - - - 
Dividends of Bank stock beyond the interest payable to 


Bank in 1793 - - - . - 38,500 00 
Add interest of two instalments, which, being paid off, 
will increase the dividend - : - - 24,000 00 


Total permanent revenue - - . 


Duties on imports, as stated above - - - - - 
Estimated product of duties on snuff manufactured, and sugar refined 
within the United States, carriages for the conveyance of persons, 
licenses for selling wines and spirits at retail, sales at auction - 


Total temporary revenue - - ° “ = 


Total annual current revenue’ - - - - 


CURRENT EXPENDITURE. 


Interest on Foreign Debt as stated - - - $678,102 80 
Deduct interest on instalments of Foreign Debt for 


1795, to be paid out of the proceeds of Foreign Loans 39,622 22 





Interest on funded Domestic Debt - . - - - 
Interest on unsubseribed Debt, computed according to contract - 


Interest on temporary Loans, for eens the revenue - - 
Expenses of the Civil Department, including foreign intercourse - 
Expenses of the Military Department - - - 1,311,975 29 
Including pensions to invalids ' - - . - 85,357 04 
Expenses of the Naval Department for a year - - - - 
Expenses of light-houses and other establishments for the benefit of 


navigation  - - : . - S ; 


Excess of revenue beyond the expenditure, = - - - - 


Permanent re- 
venue. 


$7,179,418 58 


2,979,626 91 
4,199,791 67 
400,000 00 
29,722 16 
660 00 


62,500 00 


———_—S_ 


Temporary re- 
venue. 
$1.479.626 91 


380,000 00 


638,480 58 
2,339,241 50 
66,031 10 
$3,043,753 18 
100,000 00 
175,249 53 


1,397,332 33 
441,508 80 


24,000 00 





$4,692,673 83 


1,859,626 91 


$6,552,300 74 








5,481,843 54 
1,070,456 90) 


$6,552,300 74 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Secretary of the Treasury 


Treasury Department, January 17, 1795. 
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Public Credit. 
SUPPLEMENT TO STATEMENT F. 


View of the probable produce of the additional duties on imports laid by the act of June 7, 1794. 












{ | | 7: 
Articles on which duties are laid by | Amount imported ;} Amount imported | Rates. Amount of duties calculated on im- 
the act of June 7, 1794. in 1792. in 1793. | portation of the two years. 













| 
j 


: 1792. 1793. 

Coflee, pounds - - - | 8,566,441 | 34,458,178 | At 1 cent $85,664 41 | $344,581 78 
Cocoa, pounds - - = -| 520.169 | 1,455,408 | At2cents | 10,403 38 29,108 16 
Refined sugar - - = -| 225,680 | 100,000 | At5cents _—_—‘11,284 00 20,000 00 
Clayedsugar - - - 91,237 | 3,739,775 | Atl cent | 912 37 37,397 75 
Miscellany, being smaller | 

enumerated articles - - |---| Various | 31,424 18 31,424 18 
Articles to which 5 per cent. | 

is added, value - - - $4,832,118 51 |$4,832,118 51 | Spercent. | 241,605 92 , 241,605 92 
Articles to which 24 percent. | a5 

is added, value - - - 15,510,183 81 {15,510,183 81 | 24percent.| 387,754 59 | 387,754 59 











$769,048 85 |$1,091.872 32 





Difference between 1792 and 1793, is $322,833 47, which may be justly considered as an extra im- 
portation, depending on peculiar and known circumstances of the war in Europe, and which, in all 
probability, will be wholly drawn back on exportation. 

The proceeds of these duties may therefore be thus stated: 

Amount computed on the importation of 1792 - - - - - - $769,048 85 

Deduct for usual drawbacks on exportation and expenses of collection, 10 per cent. - 76,904 88 









Probabie ictt annual product of additional duties - - - - - $692,143 97 











3L> It is to be observed, however, that the considerable additivus made upon the miscellaneous arti- 
cles, and upon refined sugar, will probably have prohibitory effect, and that the items relative to them 
cannot be much counted upon. 


A. H. 


Result, in the year 1796, according to fifth proposition. 










Surplus of revenue brought forward _ - : . - - $1,070,456 90 
Increased interest on Foreign Debt - - - - - $67,291 89 
Interest on new emission - - - - - - 4,528 70 
Ten per cent. of arrears of unfunded interest, including indents - 48,309 53 
Yearly instalment on account of $1,000,000 Loan for foreign inter- 
course - _ . - - - - - . 200,000 OD 





Appropriations for Sinking Fund, viz: 











Dividends of Bank stock - - - . - $62,500 00 
Sum payable out of imports and tonnage for redemption 
of six percent. stock - - - . - 108,134 64 
Sum payable on the Ist of January, 1796, towards reim- 
bursing of Bank Loan - - - “ . 37,500 00 
a 608,134 64 





928,264 76 


Balance, being excess of revenue beyond expenditure - . = - $142,192 14 








It appears by statement E, that these extra appropriations will, in the progress of the operation, be 
reduced; and that, including a provision for the redemption of the deferred Debt, the permanent 
charge on the revenue (exclusive of Bank dividends) for the Sinking Fund, will be no more than 
$452,991 42. ! A. H. 
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~ IMPROVEMENT OF "THE REVENUE. 


{Communicated to the House of Representatives, Fe- 
bruary 2, 1795.]} 


The Secretary or THe Treasury respectfully makes 
the following report to the House of Representatives : 


According to the present laws, imposing duties 
on articles imported into the United States, not 
much short of one-third of the whole amount of 
the duties is derived from articles rated ad va- 
lorem. 

In other nations, where this branch of revenue, 
as with us, is of principal or very considerable 
consequence, and where no peculiarity of situa- 
tion has tended to keep the rates of duty low, ex- 
perience has led to contract more and more the 
number of articles rated ad valorem, and of course 
to extend the number of those rated specifically, 
that is, according to weight, measure, or other 
rule of quantity. 

The reason of this is obvious. It is to guard 
against evasions which infallibly happen, in a 
greater or less degree, where duties are high. It 
is impossible for the merchants of any country to 
have manifested more probity than those of the 
United States, on this subject; and it is firmly 
believed, that there never was one in which illicit 
practices, to the disadvantage of the revenue, have 
obtained so little as hitherto in this; yet, it would 
be a delusive expectation, that, with duties so con- 
siderable as those which now exist, a disposition 
will not be experienced, in some individuals who 
carry On our import trade, to evade the payment 
of them, ard this to an extent sufficient to make 
it prudent to guard with circ umspection, and by 
every reasonable precaution, against the success 
of such attempts. It is needless to repeat, that 
this will contribute as much to the interest of the 
fair trader as to that of the revenue. 

It is believed that, in our system, the method of 
rating ad valorem could, with convenience, be 
brought within a much narrower compass ; and 
it is evident that, to do so, will contribute materi- 
ally to the security of the revenue. 

The Secretary has not hitherto had leisure to 
digest the details of a plan for this purpose ; but, 
if the idea is approved, it can be carried with due 
accuracy into effect, at a future session, by an or- 
der upon the Head of this Department to prepare, 
in the mean time, a tariff proportioned to the ac- 
tual rates of duty. 

It may also be found expedient, with a similar 
view, to adjust anew the proportional rates of 
duty, of different kinds or qualities. of certain ar- 
ticles. This observation is believed to apply. with 
particular force, to teas. It would be, in the opin- 
10n of the Secretary, advisable to throw them into 
three classes; to raise somewhat the lowest rate, 
and to diminish considerably the higher rates. A 
persuasion is entertained, founded partly upon ob- 
servation of the course of importations, that a re- 
gulation of this kind would benefit the revenue. 
The same thing might be conveniently extended 
to some other articles. 


Inpro: of the Revenue. 


Advantages will also accrue » fom a readjust- 
ment of the rates, in certain cases, by combining 
several rates on the same articles, established by 
different acts, into one rate, and by dismissing in- 
convenient fractions, which serve to perplex the 
calculation of the duties. Some alteration in the 
terms of credit for duties may, it is conceived, be 
made with advantage. Where four months are 
allowed, three and s1x months may be substituted ; 
and three, six, nine, and twelve, or even three, six, 
nine, twelve, and fifteen, to the cases of six, nine. 
and twelve months. This will apportion th: 
course of receipts more according to the course 
payments, and prevent inconvenient pressures ai 
particular junctures. 

The compensations to inspectors, especially in 
the ports where the expense of living is great 
and to collectors and surveyors in the less produc. 
tive ports, urgently demand revision, in order t 
an increase of them. 

The security of the revenue, in every branch, 
turns (it will not be too strong to say) principally 
upon the officers of the lowest | grade. Hence, iti: 
a policy no less mistaken than common, to leave 
those officers without such compensations as will 
admit of a proper selection of character, and to 
prevent the temptation, from indigence, to abus 
the trust. It is certain that, in many places, the 
present allowance to inspectors, on the most libe- 
ral application of it, is inadequate to those import- 
ant ends. 

A similar reasoning will apply to those officers 
of the principal grades, who, being in district: 
which produce little, are ill compensated by th 
emoluments to which they are at present entitled. 
It cannot escape, that the safety of the revenu 
must depend on equal fidelity and due ee 
in all the districts; else it may become, in man 

sases, worth the while to resort to particular dis. 
tricts, because there is a deficiency of the one o1 
the other. Besides, that it is in itself just aad 
proper, that all who are in the public service 
should receive adequate rewards for their time. 
attention, and iceble. 

The aggregate expense of collecting the duties 
on impost and tonnage, is at present truly mode- 
rate—a circumstance which facilitates the exten- 
sion of allowances where they are necessary. ‘Thi 
system of the revenue cutters needs revision. The 
utility of every institution depends on the compe- 
tency of the agents who are to execute it. The 
present compensations to officers and men, com- 
yared with what may be obtained in other simi- 
ar employment, unaided by collateral motives. 
creates a degree of embarrassment which very 
much impairs the usefulness of the thing. lt 
would have been, in the judgment of the Secreta- 
ry, a great mean of rendering itcompetent to its 
object, , if, as was early suggested by him, the offi- 
cers of the customs had had rank in the Navy ol 
the United States. 

With regard to that branch of revenue which 
is constituted by the duties upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and upon stills, it is be- 
lieved that it would be an improvement, and one 
which could be now made without inconvenl- 
































“ers 
icts 
thi 
led. 
nue 
nee 
ANY 
dis- 
5 ae 
and 
vice 


me, 


ties 
»de- 
len- 
Phe 
rhe 
ipe- 
I'he 
om- 
mi- 
ves, 
ery 

[t 


ela- 
) its 





APPENDIX. 1394 


of the Revenue. 


Improvement 


ence, to abolish the option to pay by the gallon, | the license duty ; but it would seem proper to an- 
of the spirits distilled, in the cases where the du- | nex these conditions to the exemption, that they 
ties are charged on the stills. This will leave the | shall not sell and send out a less quantity, in one 
alternative of paying by the year, or for less pe-| cask, vessel, or package, than ten gallons; and 
riods, upon licenses. at the choice of the party; | that they shall not deal in the selling at retail of 
an alternative which affords sufficient accommo- | any other spirits than those they themselves distil. 
dation to the difference of circumstances. The} Or, anotherrule may be adopted, for proportion- 
option to pay by the gallon, of the spirits distill- | ing the tax to the extent of the dealing; which is, 
ed, according to an account to bé rendered on the | to add to the present rate of the license certain 
oath of the party, though expedient in the first | supplemental rates, according to the yearly rent 
experiment of the law, is ae as a per- | or yearly value, by appraisement of the house or 
manent regulation, in a double view. building in which the retailers uf wines or spirit- 
The additional discretionary latitude given to | uous liquors shall carry on the business. 
compensations to the officers concerned in the col-| This has been found, in practice, a convenient, 
lection of those duties, is restricted to a term | and, upon the whole, an equitable rule of propor- 
which will expire at the end of the next session | tion; evidently more so than one license with the 
of Congress. It will be essential to extend it, or | same duty to all dealers indiscriminately. 
to fix the compensations which shall have been} It is a general and a wise national policy, to 
allowed. It is believed that further experience | make these articles of wine and spirits as contri- 
will still be useful towards a definite Legislative | butory to the revenue as they can be made; which 
adjustment. ican only be effected by subdividing the duties 
Embarrassments are experienced from the want | upon them in the different stages of their passage 
of a concurrent authority in these officers, similar | to the consumer. The branch under considera- 
to that of the officers of the customs, to make sei- | tion might be an importantone. As it is now re- 
zures within each other’s surveys and divisions. | gulated, it is feared that it may prove of inconsi- 
On the borders of such as are adjacent, the officers | derable consequence. The confining of the li- 
are exposed to hazard in making seizures, and | censes for selling spirituous liquors to foreign spi- 
better opportunities are afforded of escaping de-| rits, must give great facility to evasions. And it 
tection. has an unequal operation upon different portions 
The revenue to result from the act of the last | of the community. 
session, laying duties upon licenses to retailers of | It would promote the object of the act, which 
wines and distilled spirits, may be improved, fa- | imposes duties on sales at auction, to allow two- 
vorably to proportional equality, by changing the | and-a-half per centum to each auctioneer, in lieu 
form. of the one per centum allowed by the ninth sec- 
One license, for selling one or more kinds of | tion of that act. It is believed that the present 
wines, puts the greatest and the smallest dealer | allowance is insufficient to defray the expense of 
upon the same footing, and is so far inequitable. | clerkship ine :dent to a compliance with the requi- 
To class wines into a few obvious and strongly | sitions of the law, which cannot be rendered less 
marked discriminations, and to render a license | particular or exact without prejudice to the re- 
necessary for each class, with a duty upon each | Venue. 
license, would favor a just distribution of the tax The tax upon snuff, according to a rate per 
among great and small dealers, and would, at the | pound, will be liable to very great evasions, with- 
same time, benefit the revenue. The classes may | out regulations for a close inspection of the course 
be as follows: Ist. Madeira wine. 2d. Sherry | of the business. Dispensing with these, it seems 
wine. 3d. Port wine. 4th. Other wines. advisable to modify the tax upon a different plan. 
To secure the effect of the discrimination in fa- | The proposition to lay it upon the mortar 1s as 
vor of small dealers, who may be in the practice | good a substitute as has occurred. It appears 
of selling and sending out different kinds of wines | upon evidence which is credited, that a snuff mill 
in small quantities, it may be provided that not | usually works about one-half the year; that is, 
more than one license shall be necessary to any | one hundred and fifty-six working days in a year; 
dealer, who never sells or sends out at any one | and yields, per mortar, of the whole number of 
time more than three gallons. And suitable pe-| mortars contained in a mill, an average of forty- 
nalties may be annexed to guard the condition of | five pounds of snuff per day. It follows, that five 
the exemption. hundred and sixty-one dollars and sixty-six cents 
Similar observations are applicable to licenses | per mortar, per annum, is the equivalent of the 
to retailers of spirituous liquors. These may be | present duty of eight cents per pound. There are 
thrown into three classes: Ist. Spirits distilled | objections to this form of the tax; but, as it ap- 
from the grape, commonly called brandy. 2d. | pears to be generally desired by the manufacturers, 
Spirits distilled from the produce of the sugar | it seems advisable to forego them; especially as 
cane, commonly called rum. 3d. Other distilled | the present plan demands far more rigorous pre- 
spirits ; and there may be a like provision in faver | cautions for the effectual collection of the duty 
of dealers who never sell or send out more than | than now exist, or than would be deemed expe- 
three gallons at one time. dient. 
Distillers may be put, in this respect, as to the! A similar difficulty attends the tax upon refined 
spirits they distil, upon the same footing with] sugar; but a proper substitute for the present 
importers; that is, they may be exempt from | plan is not perceived. It will fortify the revenue, 
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and produce no undue inconvenience to the ma- 
nufacturer, if he be required to annex a ticket or 
tickets to each loaf of sugar, specifying the weight 
in pounds ; and to each cask, barrel, keg, box, or 
other package of refined sugar, specifying the con- 
tents and weight in pounds, corresponding certifi- 
cates or tickets to accompany imported refined 
sugar. The kinds of tickets to be furnished by 
the respective supervisors, and accounted to for 
them. The observance of this regulation to be 
secured by proper penalties. 

The act which lays a duty on carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, exempts from the duty car- 
riages usually and chiefly employed in husbandry, 
and in carrying commodities. It is a material 
defect in this act, as has been already experienced, 
that it provides no summary mode for determin- 
ing what carriages are within the exempting de- 
scription. Now, every disputed case must be the 
subject of a suit in all the legal forms, which is 
equally objectionable on the score of delay and 
expense. It is not perceived that any insurmount- 
able difficulty lies in the way of providing a remedy 
consistently with a due deference, in the last resort, 
to the Judiciary authority. 

In revenue laws, too much is as great a fault as 
toolittle simplicity. It leavesthem unprovisional— 
incapable of execution in a manner convenient 
either to the public or to individuals. The acts 
imposing duties on licenses for selling wines and 
spirituous liquors at retail, and upon sales at aue- 
tion, authorize allowances not exceeding two-and- 
a-half per cent. for compensation to officers, and 
for incidental expenses. The acts laying duties 
upon carriages for the conveyance of persons, and 
upon snuff and refined sugar, make no provision 
for such compensations, or other expenses of collec- 
tion. It is the opinion of the Secretary that the 
rate of two-and-a-half per cent. in the two first- 
mentioned acts is inadequate—that it ought to be 
extended to five per cent., and that an equal pro- 
vision should be made for the expense of collection 
under the two last-mentioned acts. 

The restrictions upon officers of the customs, 
and upon the supervisors and other officers of 
inspection, with regard to the Public Funds, appear 
to the Secretary unnecessary and inconvenient— 
unnecessary, because those officers, having no con- 
cern whatever with any branch of public business 
that respects the management of the funds, can 
have no official influence upon the policy or exe- 
cution of the measures which regard them, further 
than by a punctual collection ot the revenues— 
inconvenient, because it deprives them of a mean 
of investing any little sums they may save or ac- 
quire, in a mode very convenient to men who, from 
situation, are less liable to avail themselves of other 
opportunities. If the being stockholders can have 


any influence upon them as officers, it must be of 


a kind favorable to the public service, by increas- 
ing their personal interest in the exact collection 
of the revenue. If the idea which dictated the 
restrictions was, that they might use the public 
money in speculations in stock, the answer is, that 
this is not in their power, from the rapidity with 
which it is transferred to the Treasury: and if it 
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were practicable for them to divert the public 
money, and a disposition to do it should in any 
case exist, it might operate through other chan- 
nels. In lieu of the restrictions concerning the 
funds, the employment of public money for pri- 
vate purposes may, if thought necessary, be still 
further guarded against by penalties. ‘Those re- 
strictions in reference to the immediate officers ot 
the Treasury Department and the Commissioners 
of Loans are entirely proper, and ought to be main 
tained ; but it is believed that it is not only useless, 
but injurious, to give them greater extension. The 
multiplication of restrictions on the public officers 
will render greater compensations necessary, and 
be a source of expense to the public. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
Secrelary of the Treasury. 
Treasury Department, January 31, 1795. 


Note.—Since the conclusion of this Report, the 
Secretary has learnt that a bill (the progress of 
which his peculiar situation had prevented his ob- 
serving) has actually passed the two Houses, for 
changing the terms of six, nine, and twelve months, 
into eight, ten, and twelve. This bill, besides in- 
terfering disadvantageously with arrangements of 
the Treasury, founded upon the existing provisions 
of the laws, will, it is apprehended, tend to increase 
an inconvenience which the above suggestions are 
meant to lessen—the too great concentration of 
mercantile payments. Any accidental derange- 
ment of the mercantile body from overtrading or 
other cause would, in this situation, endanger 
consequences to the Treasury which it might be 
difficult to meet by other expedients ; whereas, a 
subdivision into shorter aud more numerous peri- 
ods, by diminishing the effect, would admit, in 
such cases, of an easy substitute. The merchants 
themselves are particularly interested in this ques 
tion; for the reaction upon them of any embar- 
rassment of the Treasury might render that a 
general and lasting mischief which might other 
wise have been only a partial and transient dis- 
order. 
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Department or War, December 10, 1794. 
Sir: In obedience to the orders of the President 
of the United States, I have the honor to submit to 
the House of Representatives a statement of such 
difficulties and inconveniences as have occurred 
in the execution of the act, entitled “ An act more 
effectually to provide for the national defence by 
establishing an uniform militia throughout the 
United States.” 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, 
H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
The Speaker of the House of Reps. of the U.'. 


The Secretary or Wan, in obedience to the orders of 
the President of the United States, respectfully submits 
the following statement of such difficulties and incon- 
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——— 
veniences as have occurred in the execution of the 


act, entitled “ An act more effectually to provide for 
the national defence by establishing an uniform mili- 
tia throughout the United States.” 


That a difficulty of primary importance appears 
to oppose the execution of the first section of the 
before-recited act. The militia are requested to 
arm and equip themselves at their own expense, 
but there is no penalty to enforce the injunction 
of the law. 


The subscriber is informed that several States 
have passed auxiliary laws to the act of Congress. 
The laws of the following States upon this sub- 
ject are in his possession, to wit: Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and North 
Carolina. 

The penalties by these for non-equipment and 
armament appear to be according to the following 
extracts: 


Massachusetis—passed June 22, 1793. 


“And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That every non-commissioned officer or 
private of the infantry who shall neglect to keep 
himself armed and equipped as aforesaid, or who 
shall on a muster-day, or at any other time of ex- 
amination, be destitute of, or appear unprovided 
with the arms and equipments herein directed, 
(except as before excepted,) shall pay a fine not 
exceeding twenty shillings, in proportion to the 
articles of which he shall be deficient, at the dis- 
cretion of the Justice of the Peace before whom 
trial shall be had. And all parents, masters, and 
guardians shall furnish those of the said militia 
who shall be under their care and command, with 
the arms and equipments before-mentioned, under 
the like penalties for any neglect. And whenever 
the Selectmen of any town shall judge any inha- 
bitant thereof belonging tothe militia unable toarm 
and equip himself in manner as aforesaid, they 
shall, at the expense of the town, provide for and 
furnish such inhabitant with the aforesaid arms 
and equipments, which shall remain the property 
of the town at the expense of which they shall be 
provided. And if any soldier shall embezzle or 
destroy the arms and equipments with which he 
shall be furnished, he shall, upon conviction before 
some Justice of the Peace, be adjudged to replace 
the article or articles which shall by him be so 
embezzled or destroyed, and to pay the cost from 
the process arising against him. And if he shall 
not perform the same within fourteen days after 
such adjudication, it shall be in the power of the 
Selectmen of the town to which he shall belong, 
to bind him out to service or labor for such term 
or time as shall, in the discretion of the said Jus- 
tice, be sufficient to procure a sum of money equal 
to the value of the article or articles so embezzled 
or destroyed, and pay cost arising as aforesaid.” 


New Jersey—passed June 5, 1793. 


“And if any such militiaman shall appear, 
when called out to exercise or into service, with- 
out a musket or rifle, he shall forfeit and pay the 
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sum of three shillings and nine pence, and for want 
of every other of the aforesaid articles, six pence. 
Each and every man so enrolled as aforesaid, and 
providing himself with the arms, ammunition, and 
accoutrements required as aforesaid, shall hold the 
same exempted from all suits, distress, executions 
or sales for debt, or the payment of taxes: Pro- 
vided always, That whenever the majors of any 
battalion shall judge any person enrolled therein 
unable to arm and equip himself as aforesaid, such 
person shall not be subject to any fine for not arm- 
ing; anything herein contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 


Pennsylvania—passed April 11, 1793. 


* Provided always, That whenever the field-offi- 
cers of any regiment shall judge any person en- 
rolled therein unable to arm and equip himself as 
aforesaid, such person shall not be subject toany fine 
for not arming; anything herein contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 

It does not appear that any specified penalty is 
imposed by this act on persons neglecting to arm 
and equip themselves. 


Maryland—passed at November Sessions, 1793. 


“* And any non-commissioned officer or matross 
in the artillery, and any non-commissioned officer 
or dragoon, who shall so refuse or neglect to attend 
on any of the said days, armed and accoutred as 
aforesaid, (except as before excepted,) shall forfeit 
asum not exceeding two-thirds ofa dollar per day: 
and all other non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates who shall refuse or neglect to attend, armed 
and accoutred as herein before directed, (except 
as before excepted,) shall forfeit and pay one cent 
per day, unless excused, for appearing without 
arms and accoutrements, by the commanding offi- 
cers of their respective companies for the day.” 


North Carolina—passed July 18, 1794. 


“ And every non-commissioned officer and pri- 
vate who shall fail to appear on the said occasions, 
shall forfeit for every such failure or neglect, ten 
shillings; or if appearing, he be not armed and 
provided in a manner as directed in this act, shall, 
for such deficiency, forfeit and pay five shillings, 
And if the officers of a company, or any two of 
them, after an examination upon oath, shall ad- 
judge any person or persons enrolled as aforesaid, 
to be incapable of providing and furnishing him 
or themselves with the arms, ammunition, and ac- 
coutrements required by this act, they shall make 
report thereof to the next battalion court-martial, 
as the case may be, who may, if it should appear 
necessary, exempt such person or persons from the 
fines and forfeitures by this act imposed, until such 
arms and accoutrements shall be provided and 
delivered him or them by the court-martial, who 
shall take security for the safe-keeping of such 
arms and accoutrements, to be returned when 
required.” 

But it is certain that, were the penalties greatly 
enhanced, an insuperable difficulty would oceur 
in obtaining the requisite number of arms in any 
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reasonable period. The numbers comprehended 


in the act, from eighteen to forty-five years of age, 
inclusively, deducting the exempts and mariners, 
may be estimated probably at about four hundred 
and fifty thousand men. Of these, probably not 
one hundred thousand are armed as the act re- 
quires, although a greater number might be found 
of common and ordinary muskets without bayo- 
nets. The deficiency cannot be supplied from 
Europe, under the present circumstances. The 
only solid resource to obtain a supply, is the estab- 
lishment of manufactories in each State. 

The deficiency of arms cannot be more forcibly 
exemplified than that, to arm the militia lately 
called into service, estimated at fifteen thousand, 
the number of ten thousand arms have been issued 
from the public Arsenals. Less and injury must 
be expected to arise upon the articles issued. 

No adequate provision appears to be established 
by the act for securing the obedience of the militia 
to the call of the Executive of the United States. 

It would seem essential that any law which the 
Congress should pass upon the subject of the mi- 
litia should contain within itself all the necessary 
provisions for its complete execution. 

The late experiment proves, at least in some 
parts, that the laws were inefficient ; and had it not 
been for voluntary zeal which came to its aid, the 
community might have experienced great evils. 

It would appear to be essential, that when the 
militia are in actual service, they ought to be 
bound by the military code of the United States. 

The enrolment of men of the ages specified in 
the act, notwithstanding the exemptions ; holding 
them responsible for military service, and enfore- 
ing the same, appears to be a circumstance which 
may operate injuriously to the industry and con- 
venience of the community. 


Of the returns enjoined by the tenth section of 
the said act, the following only have been received: 


STATES. From sixt’n, Forty to Total. 
to forty. sixty. 
Massachusetts’ - -| 54,428) 22,819 77,247 
Connecticut ° . a a “ 15,851 
New Jersey - - | ~ - 25,887 
Georgia - -| - ~ 10,120 


Whether the act in question is susceptible of 


such alterations and amendments, on its present 
principles, as will secure the advantages to be de- 
rived from a well-organized militia, or whether 
a limited, but a select and efficient corps of mili- 
tia, formed on a principle of rotation or otherwise, 
and taken from the classes least injurious to the 
industry of the community, would not better fulfil 
that object, and, at the same time, better comport 
with economy, are questions which the wisdom 
of Congress eon is competent to decide. 
All which is submitted. 


H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
DepartMent oF War, December 10, 1794. 
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PRESERVATION OF PEACE WITH THE 
INDIANS. 


The Secrerary or Wan respectfully submits to the 
President of the United States the following observa- 
tions respecting the preservation of the peace with 
the Indian Tribes, with whom the United State, 
have formed Treaties. 


To retrace the conduct of the Government of 
the United States towards the Indian tribes, since 
the adoption of the Constitution, cannot fail to 
afford satisfaction to every philosophic and hu- 
mane mind. 

A constant solicitude appears to have existed 
in the Executive and Congress, not only to form 
treaties of peace with the Indians upon principles 
of justice, but to impart to them all the blessings 
of civilized life, of which their condition is sus- 
ceptible. 

That a perseverance in such principles and 
conduct will reflect permanent honor upon the 
national character, cannot be doubted. At the 
same time, it must be acknowledged that the ex- 
ecution of the good intentions of the public is 
frequently embarrassed with perplexing consi- 
derations. 

The desires of too many frontier white people, 
to seize by force or fraud upon the neighboring 
Indian lands, has been, and still continues to be, 
an unceasing cause of jealousy and hatred on the 
part of the Indians, and it would appear, upon a 
calm investigation, that, until the Indians can be 
quieted upon this point, and rely with confidence 
upon the protection of their lands by the United 
States, no well-grounded hope of tranquility can 
be entertained. 

The encroachment of white people is incessant- 
ly watched, and, in unguarded moments, they are 
murdered by the Indians. Revenge is sought, 
and the innocent frontier people are too frequent- 
ly involved as victims in the cruel contest. This 
appears to be a principal cause of Indian wars. 
That there are exceptions will not be denied. The 
passion of a young savage for war and fame is too 
mighty to be restrained by the feeble advice of the 
old men. An adequate police seems to be want- 
ing either to prevent or punish the depredations 
of the unruly. It would afford a conscious plea- 
sure could the assertion be made on our part, that 
we have considered the murders of Indians the 
same as the murders of whites, and have punished 
them accordingly. This, however, 1s not the 
case. The irritated passions on account of savage 
cruelty are generally too keen in the places where 
trials are had to convict and punish for the kill- 
ing of an Indian. It is considered as unnecessary 
to cite instances, although multitudes might be 
adduced in almost every part of the country, from 
its first settlement to the present time. 

If this view of the inability of both parties to 
keep the peace be correct, it would seem to fol- 
low, as a just consequence, that adequate remedy 
ought to be provided for an evil of such magni- 
tude. 

It is certainly an evil to be involved in hostili- 
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ties with tribes of savages, amounting to two or 
three thousand, as is the case Northwest of the Ohio. 
But this evil would be greatly increased, were 
a general Indian war to prevail South of the Ohio; 
the Indian warriors of the Four Nations in that 
quarter not being much short of fourteen thou- 
sand, not to advert to the combinations which a 
general Indian war might produce with the Eu- 
ropean Powers, with whom the tribes both North 
and South of the Ohio are connected. 

It seems that our own experience would de- 
monstrate the propriety of endeavoring to pre- 
serve a pacific conduct in preference to a hostile 
one with the Indian tribes. The United States 
can get nothing by an Indian war, but they risk 
men,money, and reputation. As we are more pow- 
erful and more enlightened than they are, there is 
a responsibility of national character, that we 
should treat them with kindness and even liberal- 
ie: It is a melancholy reflection, that our modes 
of population have been more destructive to the 
Indian natives than the conduct of the conquerors 
of Mexico and Peru. The evidence of this is the 
utter extirpation of nearly all the Indians in most 
populous parts of the Union. A future historian 
may mark the causes of this destruction of the 
human race in sable colors. Although the pre- 
sent Government of the Uniied States cannot, 
with propriety, be involved in the opprobrium, 
yet, 1t seems necessary, however, in order to ren- 
der their attention upon this subject strongly cha- 
racteristic of their justice, that sonie powerful at- 
tempts should be made to tranquilize the frontiers, 
particularly those South of the Ohio. The situa- 
tion of the settlements on Cumberland loudly de- 
mand the interference and protection of Govern- 
ment. It is true some unauthorized offensive 
operations have proceeded from thence against 
the lower Cherokee towns, and victims were sa- 
crified. Whether these victims were all warriors, 
or whether women and children were not involvy- 
ed in the destruction, seems to merit inquiry. 

Upon the most mature reflection, the subscriber 
has been able to bestow upon this subject, arising 
from the experience of several years’ observation 
thereof, he humbly conceives all attempts to pre- 
serve the peace with the Indian tribes, will be 
found inadequate, short of an arrangement some- 
what like the following, to wit: 

1. That a line of military posts, at such dis- 
tances as shall be directed, be established upon 
the frontiers within the Indian boundary, and out 
of the ordinary jurisdiction of any State, provid- 
ed consent can be obtained for the purpose from 
the Indian tribes; that these posts be garrisoned 
with regular troops under the direction of the 
President of the United States. 

2. That if any murder or theft be committed 
upon any of the white inhabitants, by an Indian 
knOwn to belong to any Indian nation or tribe, 
such nation or tribe shall be bound to deliver him 
or them up to the nearest military post. in order 
to be tried and punished by a court-martial, or in 
failure thereof the United States will take satis- 
faction upon the nearest Indian town belonging 
to such nation or tribe. 
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3. “That all persons who shall be assembled 
or embodied in arms on any lands belonging to 
Indians out of the ordinary jurisdiction of any 
State, or of the Territory South of the Ohio, for 
the purpose of warring against the Indians, or of 
committing depredations upon any Indian town, 
or persons, or property, shall thereby become lia- 
ble and subject to the rules and articles of war, 
which are or shall be established for the govern- 
ment of the troops of the United States.” This 
was a section of a bill which the Senate passed 
the last session, entitled “An act for the more 
effectual protection of the Southwestern frontiers,” 
but it was disagreed to by the House. 

If, to this arrangement the expense should be 
objected, it is to remembered that the President 
of the United States, in pursuance of law, has au- 
thorized both the Governor of Georgia and the 
Governor of the Southwestern Territory to esta- 
lish a defensive protection, which amounts to a 
large sum annually. f 

Posts, therefore, requiring garrisons amounting 
to one thousand five hundred non-commissioned 
officers and privates, for the whole Southwestern 
frontiers, from the St. Mary’s to the Ohio, would 
probably be adequate to this object. 

If the posts belonging to the United States and 
now occupied by the British, North of the Ohio, 
be soon delivered up, they, with a post at the Miam1 
Villages, and posts of communication down the 
Wabash on the South, and the Miami river ‘to 
Lake Erie, on the North, together with a post at 
Presqu’Isle, would be a pretty adequate protec- 
tion to the frontier North of the Ohio, and a curb 
to any Indian tribes, discontented without just 
cause, which it is presumed will never be afforded 
by the Government of the United States. 

If to these vigorous measures should be com- 
bined the arrangement of trade recommended to 
Congress and the establishment of agents to re- 
side in the principal Indian towns, with adequate 
compensations, it would seem that the Govern- 
ment would then have made the fairest experi- 
ment of a system of justice and humanity, which 
it is presumed could not possibly fail of being 
blessed with its proper effects, an honorable tran- 
quility of the frontiers. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the Pre- 
sident of the United States. 

H. KNOX, Secretary of War. 
DepartTMENT OF War, 
December 29, 1794. 


THE MINT. 


[Communicated to the House of Representatives Fe- 
bruary 9, 1795.] 


Mr. Bovptnor, from the committee appointed to 
examine and report on the state of the Mint, 
and what further measures are necessary to 
render the institution more beneficial, made the 
following report: 

That, having attended at the several depart- 
ments of the Mint, and carefully examined into 
the present state of the institution, the committee 
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beg leave to makea statement of the 
their inquiries, under the following heads : 

1. The officers of the institution, and their ac- 
tual duties. 

2. The present state and progress of the works. 

3. The expenses attending the institution to 
this time. 

4. The improvements yet necessary to render 
the institution beneficial to the United States. 

5. The stock now on hand. 

6. The quantity of coin that may be produced 
when the works are complete. 

7. The keeping of the accounts, with the checks 
necessary to prevent peculation. 


1. As to the Officers of the Mint, and their actual 
duties. 


The Director, whose duties, besides those con- 
tained in the act instituting the Mint, are the ge- 
neral superintendence of the whole business, in 
all its various departments, the making or approv- 
ing of all contracts and purchases relative to the 
institution, determining on the expediency of all 
improvements, buildings, machines, and whatever 
may be thought necessary for promoting the uti- 
lity of the Mint; and, lastly, to inspect all re- 
ceipts and issues of the Mint, with the accounts 
of the expenditure, and to draw warrants for the 
same. 

The Assayer.—He assays all metals brought to 
the Mint, and reports their respective qualities to 
the Treasurer for his direction. He attends and 
inspects the Melter and Refiner, and has charge 
of the bullion jointly with the Treasurer and 
Chief Coiner. He has, hitherto, also had the 
care of the melting and refining all the precious 
metals that have come to the Mint. 

The Chief Coiner prepares all the necessary 


machines belonging to the different branches of 


. coining the several metals directed by law; works 
all the ingots received from the Melter and Refi- 
ner into a proper state for coining, and, when com- 
leted, delivers them over to the Treasurer ; and, 
astly, oversees all the different workmen employ- 
ed in the coinage, and keeps them in their duty. 

The Engraver, whose actvial duties are the rais- 
ing and furnishing all punches that are requisite 
for the completion of the dies, the engraving and 
sinking all original dies, and raising all hubbs that 
are struck out of them. He has an assistant oe- 
casionally, as the business is urgent. 

The Treasurer, whose duty it is to take charge 
of all bullion received or deposited in the Mint 
for coinage. He delivers it out as wanted for 
working, and receives in return all the coins as 
they are completed from the Chief Coiner. He 
registers all the qualities of the metals as reported 
by the Assayer, and pays out all the coins, when 
completed, on the warrants of the Secretary of 
the Treasury and Director, makes all payments 
on account of the Mint, and renders his account 
every three months to the Treasury of the United 
States. 

The Clerks.—At present there are three clerks; 
one of them performs all writings relative to the 
Mint, required of him by the Director and Assay. 
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er, makes out all orders of the Director, and keeps 
regular entries of the same. He keeps an ac- 
count of all bullion received and delivered by the 
Assayer, acting in the capacity of refiner, and 
does such out-of-door business, for the use of the 
Mint, as is required of him by the Director or 
Assayer. He also keeps an account of the work- 
men employed, pays them their wages, and pro- 
cures the necessary materials. 

One other is clerk to the Chief Coiner, whose 
duty it is to keep an account how much and what 
metal is received by the Chief Coiner from the 
Treasurer, and of the sum returned in coin. He 
weighs out, daily, the several metals to the proper 
workmen, and receives it back at night, by weight 
of which he keeps the proper entries. He makes 
out the pay rolls for the Director’s inspection, on 
which warrants on the Treasurer are issued. He 
is present at the payment of the workmen, and 
takes their receipts. He also keeps the accounts 
of the contingent expenses attending the insti- 
tution. 

The remaining clerk belongs to the Treasurer, 
and keeps all accounts relative to his receipts, 1s- 
sues, and expenditures, whether of bullion, coin, 
or payments. He also weighs the bullion in the 
first Instance, registers the quantity of alloy, and 
counts the coin issued from the Mint. Each clerk 
receives a salary of $500 per annum, except the 
Treasurer’s, who receives from the Director, out 
of his own salary, an addition of $200 per annum. 


2. The present state and progress of the works. 


The houses are built on three lots of ground, in 
Seventh street, between Market and Arch streets, 
the fee simple of which is vested in the United 
States, and one in the Northern Liberties, taken 
by the Director, on a lease of five years, at the 
trifling rent of 5 shillings perannum. 

The works consist of two rolling machines, one 
for hot and the other for cold metal, worked by 
four horses, and requiring five hands constantly 
to attend them while in operation. There is a 
third, nearly completed, to be Tye opearer to the 
smaller coinage. A drawing machine, for the 
purpose of equalizing the strips for cutting the 
planchettes, and are worked by the same hands as 
are last mentioned. Three cutting presses for the 
planchettes of larger and smaller coins, which are 
worked by one maneach. A milling machine, 
which is intended to be worked by the horse mill, 
but at present requires one hand. Three coining 
presses, with the improvement for supplying and 
discharging themselves by machinery. Six hands 
will attend three if in one room. A fourth, for 
dollars and medals in particular, will be finished 
in about three months. Two turning lathes for 
dies, and a boring machine for making holes in 
the large frames, screws for presses, stakes, roll- 
ers, and an infinite variety of instruments and tools 
necessary to carry on the coinage. 

There are, besides, three annealing and one 
boiling furnace, with two forges, the assay, melt- 
ing, and refining furnaces. 

The nett produce of these works, from the es- 
tablishment of the Mint to this time, consists of 
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1,087,500 cents, paid into the Treasury of the 
United States, equal to $10,875; in silver coins 
delivered, $35,165. The future produce, it is 
said, will be about two hundred thousand cents 
per month. 

The Treasurer has received, in gross silver bul- 
lion, from depositors, 116,783 ounces 13 penny- 
weights, containing alloy, below the standard of 
the United States, of 24,578 ounces, 7 penny- 
weights. 

Your committee have made a strict inquiry into 
the causes why the product has not been greater in 
so longa time as two years and a half from its in- 
stitution, and find that, in general, the difficulties 
attending all establishments that are, in their form- 
ation and operation, new and uncommon, and 
which, therefore, require experiments to be made 
in every step of their progress, have attended this 
institution. No works of this kind, requiring 
equal force and equal precision, ever having been 
made in this country, workmen, those expected to 
be obtained from Europe, by some means having 
failed in the different branches, were hard to be 
got, and many, when engaged, were not masters 
of their business; the materials were difficult to 
be obtained, and often proved insufficient for the 
force required; even bar iron, from the large size 
required, as well as the castings, caused great de- 
lay before they could be had. Oftentimes, when 
the machinery was finished and set to work, it 
gave way, and all was to be done over again. All 
the tools necessary to make the machines were 
first to be made themselves. Not only the whole 
machinery, in all its parts, but all the tools neces- 
sary for their formation, have been executed at the 
Mint. This could not be effected by an union of 
all the proper artisans, each a complete workman 
in his own department, but, from necessity, was 
confined to the principal officer of the coining de- 
partment, who could only proceed from theoretic 
principles, with the assistance of such workmen 
as could be procured, to whom most of the ma- 
chines, however common in Europe, were entirely 
new. Add to this, that mere theoretic know- 
ledge has produced greater complexity in the sys- 
tem, and of course greater delay and expense, 
than full practical knowledge would have found 
necessary. 

The Mints in Europe have been gradual in their 
improvements, and have been of many years 
standing. This has had every difficulty to strug- 
gle with, and was to be brought to perfection at 
once, lest our coins should not bear a comparison 
with those of other nations. Those lately execu- 
ted are superior to any made in Europe. 

The buildings were all to be completed before 
the works could be begun. The lots on which 
the same are built, from a principle of economy, 
were so restricted in size that they are now found 
to be much too small, and so insufficient as greatly 
to hinder the several operations and delay the bu- 
siness. It was also a considerable time before an 
engraver could be engaged, during which the 
Chief Coiner was obliged to make the dies for 
himself, and yet the dies are subject to frequent 
railures by breaking. Great delays have also 
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taken place for want of a Refiner and Melter, pro- 
vision for such an office having been wholly omit- 
ted in the law instituting the Mint, by which the 
present stock of copper remains useless and un- 
productive. 

Your committee have been convinced by these 
facts, as well as from actual observation, that there 
are substantial reasons exculpatory of the officers 
of the Mint for the delay attending this undertak- 
ing; but they are happy in observing that most 
of these difficulties are now surmounted, and the 
future product of the coinage must be very con- 
siderable. 


3. The expense attending the institution has deen 
very great, from the necessity and difficulties 
above alluded to. 

It amounted, on the 30th day of September last, 
to the following sums, including the standing ca- 
pital, and copper to be coined into money— 
Lands purchased - - - - $4266 66 
Buildings, apparatus, machines, &e. - 22,720 45 
Purchase of copper - - -  - 15,815 51 
Salaries to officers - - - - 15,591 99 


$58,394 61 


t. The improvements yet necessary. 

It would be a very important saving to the pub- 
lic, as well as add great expedition to every part 
of the machinery, if they could be put in motion 
by water or steam, instead of manual labor or 
that of horses. At present water is out of the 
question, without removing the works out of the 
city, to which there are many solid objections; 
but in ease the projected canal between the 
Schuylkill and Delaware should be accomplished, 
the heavy expense of this institution would be 
greatly reduced. 

It has already been mentioned, as one cause of 
delay, the omission in the law of provision for a 
Refiner and Melter, whose duty it should be to 
take charge of all metals delivered out by the 
Treasurer, after they have been assayed and re- 
fined, and melt them into bars and ingots fit for 
the rolling machine, when they are to be delivered 
over to the Chief Coiner. This is a necessary 
and essential improvement. The law originally 
contemplated the Assayer as the only officer ne- 
cessary in this part of the business. 

In the European Mints, all metals deposited for 
coinage, are first brought to the proper standard 
at the expense of the owner, and by private pro- 
fessional workmen established in that country, in- 
dependent of the Mint, aad therefore no such of- 
ficer belongs to those institutions; but, in this 
country, for want of such a private establishment, 
it becomes a necessary department of the Mint. 
And, although your committee are of opinion 
that the Assayer might, in point of labor, execute 
this office, his time not being wholly taken up in 
his proper department, yet the propriety of posi- 
tive checks throughout the whole of the business 
of the Mint, absolutely forbids it. Such an offi- 
cer must, therefore, be appointed, or the former 
delays will necessarily accrue. Those would have 
been greater than they have been had not the Di- 
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rector employed an occasional workman to assist 
in that part of the operation. 

As it is the practice, in all the Mints of Europe, 
for the owners of bullion to have it refined to the 
legal standard at their own expense, your committee 
are of opinion that a reasonable sum from every 
deposite should be retained by the Treasurer of 
the Mint as a compensation for refining and melt- 
ing. This will appear the more reasonable when 
it is known that the bullion already lodged in the 
Mint has cost the United States at least £500 for 
refining. 

Your committee further find that the standard 
fineness of silver directed by law, in the opiaion 
of the officers of the Mint, contains too great an 
alloy, and will expose the coin to wear black, and, 
therefore, that the alloy should be reduced. 

The English standard of silver coin is 11 ounces 
2 pennyweights of pure silver in the pound Troy. 

Spanish coins ought to contain 10 ounces 15 
penny weights. 

French crowns, of the late Government, 10 
ounces 17} pennyweights. 

A mean of both is 19 ounces 16} penny weights. 

One-tenth part alloy, which is the standard of 
the present Government of France, established 
as a mean between both, leaves 10 ounces 16 pen- 
ny weights. 

But the standard of the United States is 10 
ounces 14 pennyweights, and 19.104 parts. This 
extreme fractional part of our standard for silver 
produces great inconvenience, without any advan- 
tage, that your committee could discover; and 
they are, therefore, of the opinion that the mean 
of 10 ounces 16 pennyweights should be adopted. 
It has also appeared to your committee that the 
price of copper is very fluctuating, and may so 
increase, as, in some degree, it has done since the 
law for ascertaining the weight of cents, that, 
when coined and issued, coppersmiths may work 
them up to considerable advantage. To prevent 
this growing evil provision should be made, by 
law, in time to check it. Great complaints are 
made throughout the United States of the diffi- 
culty of obtaining cents when coined. The prac- 
tice, hitherto, in pursuance of the requisition of 
the law, has been for the Treasurer of the Mint 
to pay them over to the Treasurer of the United 
States, who distributes them among the Banks in 
this city. This will produce a supply, in time, 
for the States in the neighborhood of the Mint, 
but will not give satisfaction to the distant parts 
of the Union, who pay their equal share of the 
expense. 

our committee, therefore, are of opinion that 
it would be a valuable improvement to make pro- 
vision, by law, for a more general distribution of 
the cents as they are coined. 


5. The Stock of Metal, 


Now on hand, uncoined, amounts to upwards of 
fifteen tons of copper, most of which requires re- 
fining, and the whole melting into ingots, prepar- 
ative to rolling. There also yet remains about 
35,507 ounces of silver bullion deposited for coin- 
ing, which must also go through the hands of the 
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Refiner and Melter before it can be coined; and 
large quantities are ready to be brought when the 
Mint is ready for the receipt of it. 


6. The produce of the Works when complete. 


The rolling machines, for large coin, will roll 
from twelve to fifteen thousand ounces per day ; 
that for small coin, about half that quantity. 

The drawing machine, for strips, can execute, 
daily, the produce of one rolling machine. 

The three cutting presses will each cut from 
fifteen to eighteen thousand planchettes per day, 
and the milling machine will also pass them 
through at the same time, when worked by horses; 
but, in the present state, will mill about ten thou- 
saud. 

The three coining presses, when complete, will 
strike from eight to twelve thousand of the smaller 
kinds of coin per day ; so that, on an average, ten 
thousand cents, equal to one hundred dollars, may 
be coined in a day by each press, if all are worked. 


7. The Accounts of the Mint. 


These are kept by the Treasurer, according to 
the directions, and in the manner pointed out by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and appear to 
your committee to be fully checked, for the secu- 
rity of the public, against every avenue of de- 
ception. 

All moneys appropriated for the use of the 
Mint, and advanced by the Treasury of the United 
States, are granted in the name of the Treasurer 
of the Mint, on warrants from the President of 
the United States on the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and from him in favor of the Treasurer of 
the Mint, and are deposited in the Bank of the 
United States, to the credit of the Treasurer of 
the Mint, in a separate account. 

He receives all claims upon the Mint, in the 
first instance, and gives them his approbation be- 
fore they can pass. ‘These are under the heads of 

Salaries to officers and clerks. 

Wages of laborers. 

Incidental and contingent expenses. 

Copper purchased for coinage. 

The account is then presented to the Director, 
who examines the same, and issues his warrant 
on the Treasurer of the Mint for payment. These 
accounts are rendered quarterly by the Treasurer 
to the Treasury, where they are subject to their 
final decision, as well respecting the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Mint, as the accounts of bullion and 
coinage. 

The bullion is received by the Treasurer of the 
Mint, in the first instance, who gives receipts 
therefor, dated and numbered, progressively, dis- 
tinguishing, by a different series, those given for 
silver from those for gold. 

These receipts are entered ina register contain- 
ing two accounts, one for each of the precious 
metals. 

All bullion is inspected by the Assayer, and a 
few grains of every parcel given him to be as- 
sayed, and his certificate of the pure gold or sil- 
ver in each deposite is returned, to be entered in 
the register; the Treasurer then computes the 
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value of the deposite in coin of the United States, 


which is entered in the register. 

The bullion is then delivered to the Chiet Coin- 
er, on the warrant of the Director, to the Trea- 
surer of the Mint, who takes his receipt thereon. 
When coined, the Chief Coiner pays them over, 
on a like warrant, to the Treasurer of the Mint, 
and he again to the Treasurer of the United 
States, on a warrant from the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

By this system, established by the Treasury 
Department, all bullion is to be lodged in the 
vaults of the Mint, and secured under two locks, 
the keys of which are kept by the Treasurer and 
Assayer. 

When bullion is in the custody of the Chief 
Coiner, it is to be constantly subject to the inspec- 
tion of the Assayer, he being responsible for the 
standard purity of the respective coins; and, when 
the bullion is not in use, it is to be kept under two 
locks, the keys of which are to be kept by the As- 
sayer and Chief Coiner. 

From every mass of coins the Treasurer takes 
three pieces, in the presence of the Assayer, which 
are secured by him under cover, with seal of the 
Assayer thereon, for the purpose mentioned in 
the law. 

All coins made on account of individuals are 
paid by the Treasurer, on the warrant of the Di- 
rector. 

In addition to these checks, all receipts of bul- 
lion and delivery of coins are entered into a regu- 
lar set of books, kept for that purpose. 

All the forms of the documents requisite for 
common use are printed, bound, and issued under 
indented checks, for the greater public security. 

Your committee having thus given a concise 
state of the Mint, beg leave to recommend the 
following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That provision ought to be made, 
by law, for the appointment of a Refiner and 
Melter in the Mint of the United States, whose 
duty it shall be to take charge of all copper, and 
silver, and gold bullion, delivered out by the Trea- 
surer of the Mint, after it has been assayed, and 
reduce it into bars or ingots for the rolling mills, 
and then to deliver them to the Coiner or Trea- 
surer, as the Director shall judge expedient, and 
to do and perform all other duties belonging to 
the office of Refiner and Melter, or which shall 
be ordered by the Director of the Mint. 

2. Resolved, That provision ought to be made, 
by law, authorizing the Treasurer of the Mint to 
retain two cents per ounce from every deposite of 
silver bullion Selous standard, and four cents per 
ounce for every deposite of gold bullion below the 
standard, unless the same shall require the opera- 
tion of the test, then six cents as a compensation 
for refining and melting the same. 

3. Resolved, That the gross bullion brought for 
deposite and coinage to the Mint, shall not be re- 
ceived in smaller quantities than two hundred 
ounces of silver and twenty ounces of gold. 

4. Resolved, That the standard for silver coin, 
as now established by law, be altered, and made 
to consist of nine equal ten parts of pure silve 
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and one-tenth part of pure copper, being equal to 
ten ounces sixteen pesny welgll of pure silver in 
one pound Troy. 

5. Resolved, That the President ot the United 
States be authorized to reduce the weight of the 
copper coin at his discretion: Provided, Such re- 
duction shall not exceed two pennyweights in 
each cent, and in proportion in each half cent, of 
which he shall give notice, by proclamation, and 
report the same to the next session of Congress. 

6. Resolved. That the Treasurer of the United 
States be authorized, by law, to distribute, at the 
public expense, all cents received from the Trea- 
surer of the Mint, by sending them to some one 
Bank in each State, where any are established, 
and, where not, to the principal Collector of such 
State, in proportion to the number of inhabitants 
of the State, to be by them paid out, for cash, to 
any person requesting the same, in sums not less 
than ten dollars value. 

7. Resolved, That provision ought to be made, 
by law, enabling the Director and Treasurer of 
the Mint to give a preference to bullion brought 
to the Mint, already of or above the standard of 
the United States, so as not to be prevented coin- 
ing and issuing the same, although bullion below 
the standard, and not yet refined, may have been 
deposited for coinage before it; any thing in any 
law heretofore passed to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 


By tHe Presipent or THe Unitep STaTes oF 
AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas I have received information that cer- 
tain persons in violation of the laws have pre- 
sumed, under color of a foreign authority, to en- 
list citizens of the United States and others within 
the State of Kentucky, and have there assembled 
an armed force for the purpose of invading and 
plundering the Territories of a nation at peace 
with the said United States: And whereas such 
unwarrantable measures, being contrary to the 
laws of nations and to the duties incumbent on 
every citizen of the United States, tend to disturb 
the tranquility of the same, and to involve them 
in the calamities of war: And whereas it is the 
duty of the Executive to take care that such crimi- 
nal proceedings should be suppressed, the offenders 
brought to justice, and all good citizens cautioned 
against measures likely to prove so pernicious to 
their country and themselves, should they be se- 
duced into similar infractions of the laws. 

I have, therefore, thought proper to issue this 
Proclamation hereby solemnly warning every per- 
son not authorized by the laws, against enlisting 
any citizen or citizens of the United States, or 
levying troops, or assembling any persons within 
the United States for the purposes aforesaid, or 
proceeding in any manner to the execution thereof, 
as they will answer the same at their peril; and 
I do also admonish and require all citizens to re- 
frain from enlisting, enrolling, or assembling them- 
selves for such unlawful purposes, and from being 
n any wise concerned, aiding. or abetting therein, 
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as they tender their own welfare, inasmuch as all 
lawful means will be strictly put in execution 
for securing obedience to the laws, and for punish- 
ing such dangerous and daring violations thereof; 

And I do moreover charge and require all Courts, 
magistrates, and other officers, whom it may con- 
cern, according to their respective duties, to exert 
the powers in them severally vested to prevent and 
suppress all such valawial. assemblages and pro- 
ceedings, and to bring to condign punishment those 
who may have been guilty thereof, as they regard 
the due authority of Government, and the peace 
and welfare of the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
ees and signed the same with my hand. 

one at the city of Philadelphia, the twenty-fourth 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the eighteenth. 

G. WASHINGTON. 


By the President: Eom. Ranpoups. 


By tHe Presipent or THe Unitrep Srares or 
AMERICA, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas combinations to defeat the execution 
of the laws laying duties upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and upon stills, have 
from the time of the commencement of those laws 
existed in some of the Western parts of Peunsy)- 
vania: And whereas the said combinations, pro- 
ceeding in a manney subversive equally of the 
just authority of Government and of the rights of 
individuals, have hitherto effected their dangerous 
and criminal purpose; by the influence of certain 
irregular meetings whose proceedings have tended 
to encourage and uphold the spirit of opposition; 
by misrepresentations of the laws calculated to 
render them odious; by endeavors to deter those 
who might be so disposed from accepting offices 
under them, through fear of public resentment and 
of injury to person and property, and to compel 
those who had accepted such offices, by actual 
violence to surrender or forbear the execution of 
them ; by circulating vindictive menaces against 
all those who should otherwise directly or indi- 
rectly aid in the execution of the said laws, or 
who, yielding to the dictates of conscience, and to 
a sense of obligation, should themselves comply 
therewith; by actually injuring and destroying the 
property of persons who were understood to have 
so complied; by inflicting cruel and humiliating 
punishments upon private citizens, for no other 
cause than that of appearing to be the friends of 
the laws; by intercepting the public officers on the 
highways, abusing, assaulting, and otherwise ill 
treating them; by going to their houses in the 
night, gaining admittance by force, taking away 
their papers, and committing other outrages; em- 
ploying for these unwarrantable purposes the 
agency of armed banditti disguised in such man- 
ner as for the most part to escape discovery : And 
whereas the endeavors of the Legislature to ob- 
viate objections to the said laws, by lowering the 
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duties and by other alterations conducive to the 
convenience of those whom they immediately 
affect, (though they have given satisfaction in 
other quarters,) and the endeavors of the execu- 
tive officers to conciliate a compliance with the 
laws, by explanations, by forbearance, and even by 
particular accommodations, fuunded on the sug- 
gestions of local considerations, have been disap- 
pointed of their effect by the machinations of per- 
sons whose industry to excile resistance has in- 
creased with every appearance of a disposition 
among the people to relax in their opposition and 
to acquiesce in the laws, insomuch that many per- 
sons in the said Western parts of Pennsylvania 
have at length been hardy enough to perpetrate 
acts which | am advised amount to treason, being 
overt acts of levying war against the United 
States; the said persons having on the sixteenth 
and seventeenth of July last past proceeded in 
arms (on the second day, amounting to several 
hundreds) to the house of John Neville, inspector 
of the revenue for the fourth survey of the dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania, having repeatedly attacked 
the said house with the persons therein, wound- 
ing some of them; having seized David Lenox, 
marshal of the district of Pennsylvania, who, pre- 
vious thereto, had been fired upon while in the 
execution of his duty, by a party of armed men, 
detaining him for some time prisoner, till, for the 
preservation of his life and the obtaining of his 
liberty, he found it necessary to enter into stipu- 
lations to forbear the execution of certain offi- 
cial duties touching processes issuing out of a 
Court of the United States; and having finally 
obliged the said inspector of the revenue, and the 
said marshal, from considerations of personal safe- 
ty, to fly from that part of the country, in order, by 
a circuitous route, to proceed to the seat of Govern- 
ment; avowing as the motives of these outrageous 
proceedings an intention to prevent by force of 
arms the execution of the said laws, to oblige the 
said inspect@r of the revenue to renounce his said 
office, to withstand by open violence the lawful! 
authority of Government of the United States, 
and to compel thereby an alteration in the mea- 
sures of the Legislature and a repeal of the laws 
aforesaid. 

And whereas, by a law of the United States, 
entitled “An act to provide for calling forth the 
militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, and repel invasions,” it is enacted 
“that whenever the laws of the United States 
shall be opposed or the execution thereof obstructed 
in any State by combinations too powerful to be 
suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings, or by the powers vested in the marshals 
by that act, the same being notified by an Associate 
Justice or District Judge, it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to call forth the 
militia of such State to suppress such combina- 
tions, and to cause the laws to be duly executed. 
And if the militia of a State where such com- 
binations may happen shall refuse, or be insuffi 
cient to suppress the same, it shall be lawful fo: 
the President, if the Legislature of the United 
States shall not be in session, to call forth and em- 
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loy such numbers of the militia of any other 

tate or States, most convenient thereto, as may 
be necessary ; and the use of the militia so to be 
called forth may be continued, if necessary, until 
the expiration of thirty days after the commence- 
ment of the ensuing session: Provided, always, 
That whenever it may be necessary, in the judg- 
ment of the President, to use the military force 
hereby directed to be called forth, the President 
shall forthwith, and previous thereto, by proclama- 
tion, command such insurgents to disperse and re- 
tire peaceably to their respective abodes within a 
limited time.” 

And whereas James Wilson, an Associate Jus- 
tice, on the fourth instant, by writing under his 
hand, did, from evidence which had been laid be- 
fore him, notify to me that “in the counties of 
Washington and Alleghany, in Pennsylvania, laws 
of the United States are opposed, and the execu- 
tion thereof obstructed by combinations too pow- 
erful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in 
the marshal of that district.” 

And whereas it is, in my judgment, necessary, 
under the circumstances of the case, to take mea- 
sures for calling forth the militia, in order to sup- 

ress the combinations aforesaid, and to cause the 
aws to be duly executed, and I have accordingly 
determined to do so, feeling the deepest regret for 
the occasion, but withal the most solemn conviec- 
tion that the essential interests of the Union de- 
mand it—that the very existence of Government, 
and the fundamental principles of social order, are 
materially involved in the issue, and that the 
patriotism and firmness of all good citizens are se- | 
riously called upon, as occasion may require, to 
aid in the effectual suppression of so fatal a spirit. 

Wherefore, and in pursuance of the proviso 
above recited, I, Georce WasnHineron, President 
of the United States, do hereby command all per- 
sons, being insurgents as aforesaid, and all others 
whom it may concern, on or before the first day 
of September next, to disperse and retire peace- 
ably to their respective abodes. And I do more- 
over warn all persons whomsoever against aiding, 
abetting, or comforting the perpetrators of the 
aforesaid treasonable acts; and do require all offi- 
cers and other citizens, according to their respec- 
tive duties and the laws of the land, to exert their 
utmost endeavors to prevent and suppress such 
dangerous proceedings. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to these 
presents, and signed the same with my hand. 
Done at the city of Philadelphia, the seventh day 
of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the nineteenth. 

G. WASHINGTON. 
E.ipm. RANDOLPH. 


By the President: 


By Tae Presipenr or tHe Unirep Stares or 
AMERICA, 
A PROCLAMATION, 
Whereas, from a hope that the combinations 
against the Constitution and laws of the United 
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Pennsylvania, would yield to time and reflection, 
I thought it sufficient. in the first instance, rather 
to take measures for calling forth the militia than 
immediately to embody them; but the moment 
is now come, when the overtures of forgiveness, 
with no other condition than a submission to law, 
have been only partially accepted; when every 
form of conciliation not inconsistent with the be- 
ing of Government has been adopted, without 
effect; when the well-disposed in those counties are 
unable by their influence and example to reclaim 
the wicked from their fury, and are compelled to 
associate in their own defence; when the proffered 
lenity has been perversely misinterpreted into an 
apprehension that the citizens will march with 
reluctance; when the opportunity of examining 
the serious consequences of a treasonable opposi- 
tion has been employed in propagating principles 
of anarchy, endeavoring through emissaries to 
alienate the friends of order from its support, and 
inviting enemies to perpetrate similar acts of in- 
surrection; when it is manifest that violence 
would continue to be exercised, upon every at- 
tempt to enforce the laws; when, therefore, Go- 
vernment is set at defiance, the contest bein 
whether a small portion of the United States shall 
dictate to the whole Union, and, at the expense 
of those who desire peace, indulge a desperate 
ambition : 

Now, therefore, |, George Wasuineron, Presi- 
dent of the United States. in obedience to that 
high and irresistible duty, consigned to me by the 
Constitution, “to take care that the laws be taith- 
fully executed”—deploring that the American 
name should be sullied by the outrages of citizens 
on their own Government; commiserating such 
as remain obstinate from delusion; but resolved, 
in perfect reliance on that gracious Providence 
which so signally displays its goodness towards 
this country, to reduce the refractory to a due 
subordination to the law—do hereby declare and 
make Known, that, with a satisfaction which can 
be equalled only by the merits of the militia sum- 
moned into service from the States of New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, I have 
received intelligence of their patriotic alacrity, in 
obeying the call of the present, though painful, 
yet commanding necessity; that a force, which, 
according to every reasonable expectation, is ade- 
quate to the exigency, is already in motion to the 
scene of disaffection; that those who have con- 
fided, or shall confide in the protection of Govern- 
ment, shail meet full succor under the standard 
and from the arms of the United States; that those 
who having offended against the laws have since 
entitled themselves to indemnity, will be treated 
with the most liberal good faith, if they shall not 
have forfeited their claim by any subsequent con- 
duct, and that instructions are given accordingly. 

And I do, moreover, exhort all individuals, offi- 
cers, and bodies of men, to contemplate with ab- 
horrence the measures leading directly or indi- 
rectly to those crimes, which produce this resort 
to military coercion ; to check, in their respective 
spheres, the efforts of misguided or designing men 
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to substitute their misrepresentation in the place 
of truth, and their discontents in the place of | Almignty God, and to implore him to continue 
stable government; and to call to mind, that as | and confirm the blessings we experience. 
the people of the United States have been permit-| Deeply penetrated with this sentiment, I, Georcr 
ted, under the Divine favor, in perfect freedom, | Wasnineron, President of the United States, do 
after solemn deliberation, and in an enlightened | recommend to all religious societies and denomi- 
age, to elect their own Government, so will their | nations, and to all persons whomsoever. within 
gratitude for this inestimable blessing be best dis- | the United States, to set apart and observe 'Thurs- 
tinguished by firm exertions to maintain the Con- | day, the nineteenth day of February next, asa Day 
stitution and the laws. of Public Thanksgiving and Prayer; and on that 
And, lastly, | again warn all persons, whomso-| day to meet together and render their sincere 
ever and wheresoever, not to abet, aid, or comfort | and hearty thanks to the Great Ruler of Nations 
the insurgents aforesaid, as they will answer the | for the manifold and signal mercies which distin- 
contrary at their peril; and I do also require all} guish our lot as a nation; particularly for the 
officers and other citizens, according to their seve- | possession of Constitutions of Government which 
ral duties, as far as may be in their power, to bring | unite, and, by their union, establish liberty with 
under the cognizance of the law all offenders in | order; for the preservation of our peace, foreign 
the premises. ‘and domestic; for the seasonable control which 
In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of | has been given to a spirit of disorder, in the sup- 
the United States of America to be affixed to! pression of the late insurrection; and generally, 
these presents, and signed the same with my hand. | for the prosperous course of our affairs, public and 
Done at the City of Philadelphia, the 25th day | private; and, at the same time, humbly and fer- 
of September, 1794, and of the Independence of the | vently to beseech the kind Author of these bless- 


acknowledge our many and great obligations to 








United States of America the nineteenth. ings graciously to prolong them to us—to imprint 
G. WASHINGTON. _ on our hearts a deep and solemn sense of our obli- 
By the President : gations to him for them—to teach us rightly to 


estimate their immense value—to preserve us from 
the arrogance of prosperity, and from hazarding 
Oy day: Pasatidie de tens Seton Baits bp | the advantages we enjoy by delusive pursuits—to 
allie " dispose us to merit the continuance of his favors, 
wera by not abusing them, by our gratitude for them, 
A PROCLAMATION. and by a correspondent conduct as citizens and as 
When we review the calamities which afflict , men—to render this country more and more a sale 
so many other nations, the present condition of | and propitious asylum for the unfortunate of other 
the United States affords much matter of conso-  countries—to extend among us true and useful 
lation and satisfaction. Our exemption hitherto , knowledge—to diffuse and establish habits of so- 
from foreign war, an increasing prospect of the  briety, order, morality, and piety; and, finally, to 
continuance of that exemption, the great degree of | impart all the blessings we possess, or ask for our- 
internal tranquility we have enjoyed, the recent selves, to the whole family of mankind. 
confirmation of that tranquility by the suppression | _In testimony whereof, | have caused the seal of 
of an insurrection which so wantonly threatened | the United States of America to be affixed to these 
it, the happy course of our public affairs in gene- | presents, and signed the same with my hand. 
ral, the unexampled prosperity of all clasfes of our, Done at the city of Philadeiphia, the first day 
citizens—are circumstances which peculiarly mark | of January, 1795, and of the Independence of the 
our situation with indications of the Divine benefi- , United States of America the nineteenth. 
cence towards us. In such a state of things it is, | G. WASHINGTON. 
in an especial manner, our duty as a people, with | By the President: 
devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to Ep. RanpDoLpn. 


Epa. RANDOLPH. 
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-CTS OF CONGRESS; 


PASSED AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRD CONGRESS, BEGUN AND HELD AT 
PHILADELPHIA, ON THE SECOND OF DECEMBER, 1793. 


An Act making an alteration in the Flag of the United | 


States. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the first 


hundred and ninety i.ve, the Flag of the United 
States be fifteen. -: ‘pes alternate red and white. 


vernment of the United States and the said Repub- 
lic: Provided, however, That, unless the French 
Republic or its Minister, or other authorized agent, 
shall, within six months from the passing of this 


‘act, expressly authorize a charge to the debit of 
day of May, Anne ‘‘omini one thousand seven | 
‘have been, or may be made under this act, all fur- 


That the Union be fifteen stars, white, in a blue) 


field. 
FREDERICK A. MUHLENBERG, 


Speaker of the House of Representatsves.| . 4 «+ ix: stiseation of tha act eutablldhing 6 Midst end 


JOHN ADAMS, 
Vice President of the United States, 
and President of the Senate. 
Approved, January 13, 1794. 
G. WASHINGTON, 
President of the United States. 





An Act providing for the relief of such of the inhabitants 
of Saint Domingo, resident within the United States, 
as may be found in want of support. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That a sum, not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars, be, and the same is here- 


the said Republic of the said supplies which shall 


ther supplies under the same shall, from and after 
the expiration of the said term of six months, be 
discontinued. 

Approved, February 12, 1794. 





regulating the Coins of the United States. 
Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the 


passing this act, it shall be the duty of the Trea- 


Mint to be coined; and, for t 


surer of the Mint to receive and give receipts for 
all metals which may lawfully be brought to the 

a purpose of ascer- 
taining their respective qualities, shall deliver 
from everv parcel so received, a sufficient number 
of grains to the Assayer, who shall assay all such 


‘of them as may require it. And the said Trea- 


surer shall, from time to time, deliver the said 


'metals to the Chief Coiner to be coined in such 


by appropriated, to be paid out of any moneys) 


which may be in the Treasury, arising from fo- 


reign Loans, for the support of such of the inhabit- | 


ants of Saint Domingo, resident within the United 
States, as shall be found in want of such support. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in or- 
der to secure the due application of the moneys 
aforesaid, the same shall be placed under the di- 
rection of the President of the United States; and 


quantities as the Director of the Mint may pre- 
scribe. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the As- 
sayer and Chief Coiner of the Mint, previous to 
entering upon the execution of their respective 
offices, shall each become bound tothe United 
States of America, with one or more sureties, to 


the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


it shall be lawful for him to draw the said moneys, | 
or any part thereof, from the Treasury of the | 


United States, and to cause the distribution there- 
of to be made, for the relief of the persons afore- 
said, in such manuer, and by the hands of such 
persons, as shall, in the opinion of the President, 


appear most conducive to the humane purposes of 


this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That a regu- 
lar statement and account be kept of the moneys 
so expended. and being lodged in the proper office 


of the Treasury Department, the amount thereof 


shall be provisionally charged to the debit of the 

French Republic, subject to such future arrange- 

ments as shall be made thereon between the Go- 
3d Con.— 46 


the said Assayer in the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars, and the said Chief Coiner, in the sum of 
five thousand dollars, with condition for the faith- 
ful and diligent performance of the duties of his 
office. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the act, entitled “ An act establishing a Mint 
and regulating the coins of the United States,” as 
comes within the purview of this act, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved, Mareh 3, 1794. 





An Act for the remission of the duties arising on the 
tonnage of sundry French vessels which have taken 
refuge in the ports of the United States. 

Whereas, the disastrous situation of the town of 

Cape Francois, in the Island of Hispaniola, com- 
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a sundry vessels belonging to citizens of the 
rench Republic, in the month of June last, to 
take refuge within the ports of the United States: 
and whereas, they are liable by law to the pay- 
ment of foreign tonnage, which, considering the 
necessity of their case, ought equitably to be re- 
mitted to them: Therefore, 

Be it enacted, §c., That the duties on the ton- 
nage, to which any of the vessels aforesaid are, 
or may have been liable, within any of the ports of 
the United States, be, and are hereby remitted : 
Provided, nevertheless, That the master, owner, 
or consignee of every such vessel, shall make proof 
to the proper officer of the port in which such 
vessel may be, that the said vessel was compelled 
to leave the said Island of Hispaniola, and to take 
refuge within the said port, by reason of the ca- 
lamity aforesaid. 

Approved, March 7, 1794. 





An act making appropriations for the support of Govern- 
ment, for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
Linety-four. 

Beit enacted, §c. That, for defraying the expen- 
diture of the Civil List of the United States, for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, 
together with the incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the several departments and offices 
thereof; and for making good deficiencies for the 
support of the Civil List Establishment ; for aid- 
ing the fund appropriated for the payment of cer- 
tain officers of the courts, jurors, and witnesses ; 
for the support of light-houses, and for other pur- 
poses, there be appropriated a sum of money not 
exceeding five hundred and twenty-one thousand 
four hundred and forty-seven dollars and twenty- 
four cents ; that is to say: 

For the compensations granted 
President and Vice President of the 
thirty thousand dollars : 

For tne like compensations to the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, their 
officers and attendants, estimated fora session of 
six months continuance, one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand, eight hundred and ninety dollars: 

_ For the expenses of firewood, stationery, print- 

ing-work, and all other contingent expenses of the 

two Houses of Congress, ten thousand dollars : 

For the compensations granted by law to the 
Chief Justice, Associate Judges, District Judges, 
and Attorney General, forty-three thousand two 
hundred dollars: . 

_ For defraying the expense of clerks of courts, 

jurors, and witnesses, in aid of the fund arising 

from fines, forfeitures and penalties, twelve thou- 
sand dollars: 

For defraying the expenses of prosecutions for 
offences against the United States, and for the 
safe-keeping of prisoners, four thousand dollars : 

Forcompensation tothe Secretary of State, clerks, 
and persons employed in his office, six thousand 
eight hundred dollars : 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other 
contingent expenses in the office of the Secretary 
of State, including the expense which will attend 


- law to the 
nited States, 
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the publication of the Laws of the first session of 
the Third Congress, and for printing an edition of 
the same, to be distributed, according to law, two 
thousand and sixty-one dollars, and sixty-seven 
cents: 

For making good a deficiency in the appropria- 
tion for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, for extra-services of clerks, in the 
office of the Secretary of State, in preparing do- 
ecuments for Congress, and for an index to the 
Laws of the Second Congress, eight hundred 
dollars : 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
seven thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars: 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other 
contingent expenses in the office of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, five hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the re of the 
Treasury, clerks, and persons employed in his of- 
fice, ten thousand two hundred dollars: 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other 
contingent expenses in the Comptroller’s office, 
eight hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and 
persons employed in his office, four thousand one 
hundred dollars: 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, print- 
ing, and other contingencies in the Treasurer’s 
office, four hundred hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Treasu- 
ry, clerks, and persous employed in his office, ten 
thousand four hundred and fifty dollars: 

For expense of stationery, printing, and other 
contingent expenses in the Auditor’s office, five 
hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Revenue, clerks, and persons empioyed in his 
office, six thousand one hundred and fifty dollars: 

For the expenses of stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in the office of the 
Commissioner, three hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the Register of the T'rea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his cifice. 
fifteen thousand dollars : 

For the expenses of stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in the Register’s office. 
(including books for the public stocks) two thou- 
sand dollars: 

For the payment of rent for the several houses 
employed in the Treasury Department, one thou- 
sand five hundred and ninety-six dollars and sixty- 
six cents : 

For wood and candles in the several offices of 
the Treasury Department (except the Treasurer’s 

| office) one thous two hundred dollars: 

For compensation to the several Loan Officers, 

| thirteen thousand two hundred and fifty dollars: 

For defraying the expenses of the several Loan 

Offices, for stationery and clerk hire, between the 
first day of March, and the thirty-first day of De- 
cember, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three inclusive, the sum of seventeen thousand 
three hundred and seventy-seven dollars and seven- 
ty-five cents: 


| For compensation to the Secretary of War 
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clerks, and persons employed in his office, seven 
thousand and fifty dollars : 

For expenses of firewood, stationery, printing, 
and other contingent expenses in the office of the 
Secretary of War, eight hundred dollars: 

For making good a deficiency in the appropria- 
tion of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-three, for contingent expenses in this office, 
two hundred and five dollars and seventy-six cents: 

For compensation to the Accountant in the War 
Department, and clerks in his office, four thousand 
seven hundred dollars: 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Ac- 
countant to the War Department, four hundred 
dollars : 


For compensation to the following officers of 


the Mint: the Director, two thousand dollars; the 
Assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars; the 
Chief Coiner, one thousand five hundred ; the En- 
graver, one thousand two hundred dollars; the 
Treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars; 
three clerks, at five hundred dollars each, one 
thousand five hundred dollars: 

For defraying the expenses of workmen, for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, 
three thousand three hundred and eighty-five 
dollars : 

For the several expenses of the Mint, including 
the pay of a Refiner, when employed, for gold, sil- 
ver, and copper, and for the completion of the 
melting furnaces, two thousand seven hundred 
dollars : 

For replacing a sum of money advanced at the 
Bank of the United States, for the purpose of an 
importation of copper, to be coined at the Mint, 
ten thousand dollars : 

For defraying the expenses of copper purchased 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, seven thousand three hundred and fifty 
dollars : 

For the purchase of copper in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, seven thou- 
sand three hundred and fifty dollars : 

For compensations to the Governors, Secreta- 
ries, and Judges of the Territory Northwest, and 
the Territory South of the River Ohio, ten thou- 
sand three hundred dollars: 

For expenses of stationery, offce rent, printing 
patents for lands, and other contingent expenses 
in both of the said Territories, seven hundred 
dollars : 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by 
the late Government, two thousand three hundred 
and sixty-seven dollars and seventy-three cents: 

For payment of the annual allowance granted 
by Congress to Baron Steuben, two thousand five 
hundred dollars : 

For the annual allowance to the widow and or- 
phan children of Colonel John Harding, and to 
the orphan children of Major Alexander Trueman, 


by the act of Congress of the twenty-seventh of 


February, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, seven hundred and fifty dollars: 

For arrearages of pension due to the widow and 
orphan children of Colonel John Harding, and to 
the orphan children of Major Alexander Trueman, 
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hundred and ninty-three, six hundred and seventy- 
five dollars: 

For the annual allowance for the education of 
Hugh Mercer, son of the late Major General Mer- 
cer, four hundred dollars: 

For the maintenance and repair of light-houses, 
beacons, piers, stakes, and buoys, twenty thousand 
dollars : 

To make good a deficiency in the appropriation 
of the year one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-two, for the maintenance and repair of light- 
houses, beacons, piers, stakes, and buoys, four 
thousand dollars : 

For the purchase of hydrometers, for the use of 
the Officers of the Customs, and Inspectors of the 
Revenue, one thousand five hundred dollars: 

For a balance stated by the Auditor of the Trea- 
sury, to be due to the estate of the late Major Gen- 
eral Greene, pursuant to the act of Congress, of 
the twenty-seventh of February, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two, to indemnify the 
said estate for a certain bond entered into by him, 
during the late war, in which is included interest 
due on the bonds from their dates, to the twelfth 
of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, thirty-three thousand one hundred and 
eighty-seven dollars and sixty-seven cents: 

For defraying the expense incident to the stating 
and printing the public accounts, for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, eight 
hundred dollars: 

For the payment of such demands, not other- 
wise provided for, as shall have been duly allowed 
by the officers of the Treasury, five thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral appropriations herein before made, shall be 
paid and discharged out of the funds following, to 
wit: 

First. The sum of six hundred thousand dol- 
lars, reserved by the act making provision for the 
Debt of the United States. 

Secondly. The surplus of revenue and income 
beyond the appropriations heretofore charged 
thereupon, to the end of the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four. 

Approved, March 14, 1794. 


An Act making further provision for the expenses at- 
tending the intercourse of the United States with fo- 
reign nations; and further to continue in force the 
act, entitled “ An act providing the means of inter- 
course between the United States and foreign na- 
tions.” 

Be it enacted, §&c.. That a sum of one million 
of dollars, in addition to the provision heretofore 
made, be appropriated, to defray any expenses 
which may be incurred, in relation to the inter- 
course between the United States and foreign na- 
tions, to be paid out of any moneys which may be 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated and 
to be applied under the direction of the President 
of the United States, who, if necessary, is hereby 
authorized to borrow the whole, or any part of 
the said sum of one million of dollars; an account 





aa as ns What ils ey A Ana 


! 





1423 


ene 





~ Acts of 


of the expenditure whereof, as soon as may be, 
shall be laid before Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
act, entitled “ An act providing the means of in- 
tercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations,” passed the first day of July, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety, together with the 
second section of the act, entitled “ An act to con- 
tinue in force, for a limited time, and to amend 
the act, entitled ‘An act providing the means of 
intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations,” passed the ninth day of February, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, shall be 
continued in force for the term of one year from 
the passing of this act, and from thence until the 
end of the next session of Congress thereafter hold- 
en, and no longer. 

Approved, March 20, 1794. 


An Act authorizing a Loan of one million of dollars. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
empowered to borrow, on the credit of the United 
States, if, in his opinion, the public service shall 
require it, a sum not exceeding one million of dol- 
lars, at an interest not exceeding five per centum 
per annum, reimbursable at the pleasure of the 
United States, to be applied to such public pur- 
poses as are authorized by law, and to be repaid 
out of the duties on imports and tonnage to the 
end of the present year; and that it shall be law- 
ful for the Bank of the United States, and the said 
Bank hereby is authorized and empowered, to make 
the Loan aforesaid. 

Approved, March 20, 1794. 


An Act to provide for the defence of certain ports and 
harbors in the United States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the following ports and 
harbors be fortified, under the direction of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, and at such time or 
times as he may judge necessary, to wit: Port- 
land, in the District of Maine; Portsmouth, in the 
State of New Hampshire; Gloucester, Salem, 
Marblehead, and Boston, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts ; Newport, in the State of Rhode Island ; 
New London, in the State of Connecticut; New 
York; Philadelphia ; Wilmington, in the State of 
Delaware ; Baltimore, in the State of Maryland ; 
Norfolk and Alexandria, in the State of Virginia ; 
Cape Fear River and Ocracoke Inlet, in the State 
of North Carolina; Charleston and Georgetown, 
in the State of South Carolina; and Savannah 
and St. Mary’s, in the State of Georgia. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to employ, as garrisons in the said fortifications, 
or any of them, such of the troops on the Military 
Kstablishment of the United States as he may 
judge necessary ; and to cause to be provided one 
hundred cannon, of a calibre each to carry a ball 
of thirty-two pounds weight, and one hundred 
other cannon, of a calibre each to carry a ball of 
twenty-four pounds weight, together with the car- 
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riages and implements necessary for the same, and 
carriages with the necessary implements for one 
hundred and fifty other cannon, with two hundred 
and fifty tons of cannon shot. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 


be lawful for the President of the United States 
to receive from any State (in behalf of the United 
States) a cession of the lands on which any of the 
fortifications aforesaid, with the necessary build- 
ings, may be erected, or intended to be erected ; or, 
where such cessions shall not be made, to pur- 
chase such lands on behalf of the United States: 


Provided, That no purchase shall be made where 


such lands are the property of a State. 


Approved, March 20, 1794. 


An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Establishment of the United States for the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, for the support of the 
Military Establishment of the United States, for 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four—for repairs, and articles directed to be made 
and purchased by the President of the United 
States; for invalid pensioners; for fortifying cer- 
tain ports and harbors; and for the purchase of 
cannon, implements, and shot—there be appropri- 
ated a sum of money not exceeding one million 
six hundred and twenty-nine thousand nine hun- 
dred and thirty-six dollars and one cent, that is 
to say: 

For the pay of the Legion of the United States, 
three hundred and three thousand six hundred and 
eighty-four dollars. . 

For subsistence, three hundred and twelve thou- 
sand five hundred and sixty-seven dollars and 
seventy-five cents. 

For forage, th‘rty-one thousand six hundred and 
thirty-two dollars. 

For clothing, one hundred and twelve thousand 
dollars. 

For equipments for the cavalry, seven thousand 
three hundred and fourteen dollars and five cents. 

For horses for the cavalry, sixteen thousand 
dollars. 

For bounty to the soldiers, five thousand dol- 
lars. 

For the Hospital Department, twenty thousand 
dollars. 

For the Ordnance Department, six thousand 
seven hundred and fifteen dollars and thirty-two 
cents, 

For defensive protection of the frontiers, one 
hundred and thirty thousand dollars. 

For the Indian Department, fifty thousand dol- 
lars. 

For the Quartermaster’s Department, one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For contingenciesof the War Department, thir- 
ty thousand dollars. 

For repairs, and articles directed to be made 
and purchased by the President of the United 
States, two hundred and two thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-three dollars and thirty-four cents 
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For invalid pensioners, eighty thousand two 
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and fifty-five cents. 

For fortifying certain ports and harbors of the 
United States, and purchasing the lands necessary 
for the erection of the same, seventy-six thousand 
dollars. 

For the purchase of cannon, implements, and 
shot, ninety-six thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the se- 
veral appropriations hereinbefore made shall be 
paid and discharged out of the funds following, to 
wit: first, the surplus of the sam of six hundred 
thousand dollars, reserved by the act “making 
provision for the Debt of the United States,” and 
which will accrue during the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four ; secondly, the sur- 
plus of revenue and income beyond the appropria- 


tions heretofore charged thereupon, to the end of 


the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four ; and, thirdly, the surplus which may remain 
unexpended of the moneys appropriated for the 
use of the War Department, in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-three. 

Approved, March 21, 1794. 


An Act to prohibit the carrying on the slave-trade from 
the United States to any foreign place or country. 


Be it enacted, &c., That no citizen or citizens 
of the United States, or foreigner, or any other 
person, coming into, oc residing within, the same, 
shall, for himself or any other person whatsoever, 
either as master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, 
load, or otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel, with- 
in any port or place of the said United States, nor 
shall cause any ship or vessel to sail from any port 
or place within the same, for the purpose of car- 
rying on any trade or traffic in slaves to any fo- 
reign country; or for the purpose of procuring 
from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, the 
inhabitants of such kingdom, place, or country, to 
be transported to any foreign country, port, or 
place whatever, to be sold or disposed of as slaves. 
And if any ship or vessel shall be so fitted out, as 
aforesaid, for the said purposes, or shall be caused 
to sail, so as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, 
her tackle, furniture, apparel, and other appurte- 
nances, shall be forfeited to the United States, and 
shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and con- 
demned, in any of the Circuit Courts or District 
Court for the District where the said ship or ves- 
sel may be found and seized. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all and 
every person, so building, fitting out, equipping, 
loading, or otherwise preparing, or sending away, 
any ship or vessel, knowing or intending that the 
same shall be employed in such trade or business, 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
act, or any ways aiding or abetting therein, shall 
severally forfeit and pay the sum of two thousand 
dollars—one moiety thereof to the use of the Unit- 
ed States, and the other moiety thereof to the use 
of him or her who shall sue for and prosecute the 
same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
owner, master, or factor of each and every foreign 
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ship or vessel, clearing out for any of the coasts 
or Kingdoms of Africa, or suspected to be intend- 
ed for the slave-trade, and the suspicion being de- 
clared to the officer of the customs, by any citizen, 
on oath or affirmation, and such information being 
to the satisfaction of the said officer, shall first 
give bond, with sufficient sureties, to the Treasu- 
rer of the United States, that none of the natives 
of Africa, or any other foreign country or place, 
shall be taken on board the said ship or vessel, to 
he transported or sold as slaves, in any other fo- 
reign port or place whatever, within nine months 
thereafter. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, if any 
citizen or citizens of the United States shall, con- 
trary to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
take on board, receive, or transport, any such per- 
sons as above described in this act, for the purpose 
of selling them as slaves, as aforesaid, he or they 
shall forfeit and pay, for each and every person so 
received on board, transported, or sold, as afore- 
said, the sum of two hundred dollars, to be reco- 
vered in any Court of the United States proper 
to try the same—the one moiety thereof to the use 
of the United States, and the other moiety to the 
use of such person or persons who shall sue for 
and prosecute the same. 


Approved, March 22, 1794. 


An Act to provide a Naval Armament. 


Whereas, the depredations committed by the 
Algerine corsairs on the commerce of the United 
States render it necessary that a Naval Force 
should be provided for its protection : 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enacted, §c., That the 
President of the United States be authorized to 
provide, by purchase, or otherwise equip and em- 
ploy, four ships to carry forty-four guns each, and 
two ships to carry thirty-six guns each. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be employed on board each of the said ships 
of forty-four guns, one captain, four lieutenants, 
one lieutenant of marines, one chaplain, one sur- 
geon, and two surgeon’s mates; and in each of 
the ships of thirty-six guns, one captain, three 
lieutenants, one lieutenant of marines, one sur- 
geon, and one surgeon’s mate, who shall be ap- 
pointed and commissioned in like manner as other 
officers of the United States are. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be employed, in each of the said ships, the 
following warrant officers, who shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States, to wit: one 
sailing-master, one purser, one boatswain, one 
gunner, one sail-maker, one carpenter, and eight 
midshipmen; and the following petty officers, 
who shall be appointed by the captains of the 
ships, respectively, in which they are to be em- 
ployed, viz: two master’s mates, one captain’s 
clerk. two boatswain’s mates, one cockswain, one 
sail-maker’s mate, two gunner’s mates, one yeo- 
man of the gun room, nine quarter-gunners (and 
for the four larger ships) two additional quarter- 
gunners, two carpenter’s mates, one armorer, one 
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steward, one cooper, one master-at-arms, and one 
cook. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
crews of each of the said ships of forty-four guns 
shall consist of one hundred and fifty-seamen, one 
hundred and three midshipmen and ordinary sea- 
men, one sergeant, one corporal, one drum, one 
fife, and fifty marines: And that the crews of 
each of the said ships of thirty-six guns shall con- 
sist of one hundred and thirty able seamen and 
midshipmen, ninety ordinary seamen, one ser- 
geant, two corporals, one drum, one fife, and forty 
marines, over and above the officers herein before 
mentioned. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted. That the 
President of the United States be, and he is here- 
by empowered, to provide, by purchase or other- 
wise, in lieu of the said six ships, a naval force, 
not exceeding, in the whole that by this act di- 
rected, so that no ship thus provided shall carry 
less than thirty-two guns; or he may so provide 
any proportion thereof, which, in his discretion, 
he may think proper. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
pay and subsistence of the respective commis- 
sioned and warrant officers, be, as follows: A cap- 
tain, seventy-five dollars per month, and six ra- 
tions per day: a lieutenant, forty dollars per 
month, and three rations per day; a lieutenant of 
marines, twenty-six dollars per month, and two 
rations per day; a chaplain, forty dollars per 
month, and two rations per day; a sailing-master, 
forty dollars per month, and two rations per day; 
a surgeon, fifty dollars per month, and two ra- 
tions per day; a surgeon’s mate, thirty-dollars per 
month, and two rations per day; a purser, forty 
dollars per month, and two rations per day; a 
boatswain, fourteen dollars per month, and two 
rations per day; a gunner, fourteen dollars per 
month, and two rations per day; a sail-maker, 
fourteen dollars per month, and two rations per 
day; a carpenter, fourteen dollars per month, and 
two rations per day. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
pay to be allowed to the petty officers, midship- 
men, seamen, ordinary seamen, and marines, shall 
be fixed by the President of the United States: 
Provided, That the whole sum to be given for 
the whole pay aforesaid shall not exceed twenty- 
seven thousand dollars per month, and that each 
of the said persons shall be entitled to one ration 
per day. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the ra- 
tion shall consist of, as follows: Sunday, one 
pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, 


and half a pint of rice: Monday, one pound of 


bread, one pound of pork, half a pint of peas or 
beans, and four ounces of cheese: Tuesday, one 
pound of bread, one pound and a half of beef, 
and one pound of potatoes or turnips, and pud- 
ding: Wednesday, one pound of bread, two 
ounces of butter, or, in lieu thereof, six ounces of 
molasses, four ounces of cheese, and half a pint 
of rice: Thursday, one pound of bread, one 
pound of pork, and half a pint of peas or beans: 
Friday, one pound of bread, one pound of salt 
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fish, two ounces of butter, or one gill of oil, and 
one pound of potatoes: Saturday, one pound of 
bread, one pound of pork, half a pint of peas or 
beans, and four ounces of cheese. And there 
shall also be allowed one half pint of distilled 
spirits per day, or, in lieu thereof, one quart of 
beer per day to each ration. 

Sec. 9. Provided always, and be it furthei 
enacted, That if a peace shall take place between 
the United States and the Regency of Algiers, 
that no farther proceeding be had under this act. 

Approved, March 27, 1794. 





An Act allowing to Major General Lafayette his Pay 
and Emoluments while in the service of the United 
States. 


Be it enacted, §c, That there be allowed to Ma- 
jor General Lafayette the sum of twenty-four thou- 
sand four hundred and twenty-four dollars, being 
the amount of the pay and emoluments of a Ma- 
jor General during the time he was in the servic¢ 
of the United States, and that the same be paid 
out of any moneys which may be in the Treasury 
and not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved March 27, 1794. 





An Act to provide for the Erecting and Repairing ot 

Arsenals and Magazines, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That, for the safe 
keeping of the military stores there shall be es- 
tablished, under the direction of the President ot 
the United States, three or four Arsenals with 
magazines, as he shall judge most expedient, in 
such places as will best accommodate the differ- 
ent parts of the United States. Either or both 
of the Arsenals heretofore used at Springfield 
and Carlisle, to be continued as part of the said 
number, at his descretion: Provided, That non 
of the said Arsenals be erected until purchases of 
the land necessary for their accommodation be 
made, with consent of the Legislature of the 
State in which the same is imtended to b 
erected. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That ther 
shall be established, at each of the aforesaid Arse- 
nals,a National Armory, in which shall be em- 
ployed one superintendent, and one master-armo- 
rer (who shall be appointed by the President oi 
the United States) and as many workmen as th: 
Secretary for the Department of War shall, from 
time to time, deem necessary, so that the whole 
number at all the Armories shall not exceed one 
hundred. And the said superintendents shall 
each receive, as a compensation, seventy dollars 
per month, and the said master-armorers, each. 
fifty dollars per month. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be employed an officer, whose duty it shall 
be (under the direction of the Department 0! 
War) to superintend the receiving, safe-keeping, 
and distribution of the Military Stores of the 
United States, and to call to account all persons 
to whom the same may be intrusted; he shall re- 
ceive, for his compensation, at the rate of one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars per month, and 
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shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That a sum 
not exceeding fifty-nine thousand dollars be ap- 
propriated for the erecting and repairing of the 
Arsenals and Magazines aforesaid, and a sum not 
exceeding twenty-two thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, for defraying the expense 
of the National Armories for one year; and the 
further sum of three hundred and forty thousand 
dollars to be applied under the direction of the 
President of the United States, in the purchase 
of arms, ammunition, and military stores; which 
said several sums shall be paid out of the duties 
on imports and tonnage, to the end of the present 
year. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That an an- 
nual account of the expenses of the. National 
Armories be laid before the Legislature of the 
United States, together with an account of the 
arms made and repaired therein. 

Approved, April 2, 1794. 





An Act transferring, for a limited time, the Jurisdiction 


of Suits and Offences from the District to the Circuit 

Court of New Hampshire, and assigning certain 

duties in respect to Invalid Pensioners, to the Attor- 

ney of said District. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &c. That all actions com- 
menced, or pending, in the District Court of New 
Hampshire, ‘be removed to the next Circuit Court 
to be holden in that District, there to be tried and 
determined, in the same manner, as if the cogni- 
zance of such actions had been originally given 
to the said Circuit Court: And the said Circuit 
Court is hereby vested with the cognizance of all 
actions, crimes, and offences, by the laws now in 
force, cognizable in the said District Court, and 
with all the powers and authorities of the said 
District Court; and any Judge of the Supreme 
Court of the United States is authorized to do 
and perform all the duties, by any law of the 
United States enjoined upon the said District 
Judge, except as is hereinafter provided; the fees 
to be the same as in the District Court, in all 
such cases. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties enjoined the District Judges, by the act “ to 
regulate the claims to invalid pensions,” be, and 
the same are hereby transferred, as far as relates 
to the District of New Hampshire, to the Attor- 
ney of the said District, whose duty it shall be 
to perform the seme. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force until the end of the next 
session of Congress, or until a new District Judge 
be appointed in that District, and no longer. 

Approved, April 3, 1794. 





An Act to authorize the President of the United States 
im certain cases, to alter the place for holding a ses- 
sion of Congress. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, whenever the Con- 
gress shall be about to convene, and, from the 
prevalence of contagious sickness, or the exist- 
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ence of other circumstances, it would, in the opin- 
ion of the President of the United States, be 
hazardous to the lives or health of the members 
to meet at the place to which the Congress shall 
then stand adjourned, or at which it shall be next 
by law to meet, the President shall be, and he 
hereby is authorized, by proclamation, to convene 
the Congress at such other place as he may judge 
proper. 
Approved, April 3, 1794. 





An Act to provide for placing Buoys on certain rocks 
off the Harbor of New London, and in Providence 
River, and other places. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be authorized and directed to 
cause to be placed Buoys on the rocks called 

Black Ledge, or Southwest Ledge, Goshen Reef, 

| Bartlet’s Reef, and Race Rock, off the harbor of 

New London, in the State of Connecticut, at an 

expense not to exceed the sum of twelve hun- 

dred dollars; and to cause to be erected a Beacon, 
and to be placed two Buoys, in the harbor of 

Portsmouth, in the State of New Hampshire, at 

an expense not to exceed the sum of three hun- 

dred dollars: And, likewise, to cause to be placed 
in Providence river, in the State of Rhode Island, 
and in Savannah river, in the State of Georgia, 
and at the mouth of the same, Buoys, not exceed- 
ing ten in number, for each river, and at an ex- 
pense not to exceed the sum of five hundred dol- 
lars for each; the same to be placed in such parts 
of the said rivers as he may judge most advanta- 
geous for the navigation thereof respectively. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
be appropriated and paid out of the moneys aris- 
ing from the duties on imports and tonnage, the 
sum of two thousand five hundred dollars for the 
purpose aforesaid. 


Approved, April 5, 1794. 





An Act limiting the time for presenting Claims for de- 
stroyed Certificates, of certain descriptions. 


Be it enacted, §c., That all claims for the re- 
newal of certificates of the unsubscribed Debt 
of the United States, of the descriptions commonly 
called “Loan Office Certificates” or “ Final Settle- 
ments,” which may have been accidentally destroy- 
ed, shall be forever barred and precluded from set- 
tlement or allowance, unless the same shall be 
presented at the Treasury, on or before the first 
day of June, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-five. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That noclaim 
shall be allowed for the renewal of Loan Office 
certificates destroyed before the fourth day of 
| March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
nine, unless the destruction of the same was ad- 
vertised, according to the resoiution of Congress, 
of the 10th day of May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty ; or, before that time, was notified 
to the office from which the same was issued, nor 
shall claims be allowed for the renewal of Loan 
Office certificates, destroyed on or after the said 
| fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred 
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and eighty-nine, nor of final settlement certifi- 
cates, destroyed at any time, unless the destruc- 
tion of the same was so far made public, as to be 
known to, at least, two credible witnesses, soon 
after it happened, and shall have been before the 
presentation of the claim, as hereinafter provided, 
advertised for, at least, six weeks successively, in 
some one of the newspapers of the State in which 
the destruction happened; and also in some one 
of the newspapers of the State in which the 
certificate issued, if that was another State; the 
advertisement or advertisements, in such case, 
expressing, with as much precisionas possible, the 
number, date, and amount, of the certificate alleg- 
ed to have been destroyed, and the name of the 
person to whom the same was issued, together 
with the time when, the place where,.and the 
means by which, the same was cestroyed. 
Sec. 3.. And be it further enacted, That all 


claims for the renewal of destroyed certificates, of 


either of the descriptions aforesaid, not precluded 
by this act, shall be receivable, with the evidence 
in support of the same, by the Auditor of the 
Treasury, until the said first day of June, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five,and shall, 
by the accounting officers of the Treasury, be duly 
examined; and, if satisfactorily supported, the 


claimants shall be entitled to receive certificates of 


registered Debt, equal to the specie value of the 
Loan Office or final settlement certificates so proved 
to have been destroyed. 

Approved, April 21, 1794. 


An Act to establish the Post Office and Post Roads 
within the United States. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the following be es- 
tablished as post roads, namely: From Passama- 
quoddy, in the district of Maine, to St. Mary’s, 
in Georgia, by the following route, to wit: From 
Passamaquoddy,through Machias, Gouldsborough, 
Sullivan, Trenton, Bluehill, Penobscot, Frankfort, 
Belfast, Ducktrap, Camden, Thomaston, Warren, 
Waldoborough, Bristol, Nobleborough, Neweastle, 
Wiscassett, Bath, Brunswick, North Yarmouth, 
Portland, Biddeford, Wells, York, Portsmouth, 
Newburyport, Ipswich, Salem, Boston, Worcester, 
Brookfield, Springfield, Hartford, Middletown, 
New Haven, Stratford, Fairfield. Norwalk, Stam- 
ford, New York, Newark, Elizabeth-T own, Bridge- 
town, Woodbridge, Brunswick,Princeton, Trenton, 
Bristol, Philadelphia, Chester, Wilmington, Chris- 
tiana, Elkton, Charlestown, Havre de Grace, Hart- 
ford, Baltimore,Bladensburg, Washington, George- 
town, Alexandria, Colchester, Dumfries, Freder- 
icksburg, Bowling Green, Hanover Court House, 
Richmond,Petersburg,Goldson’s, Warrenton,Lew- 
isburg, Raleigh, Averysborough, Fayetteville, 
Lumberton, Cheraw Court House, Camden, Co- 
lumbia, Edgefield Court House, Augusta and 
Waynesborough, to Savannah, and thence by 
Newport-bridge and Saint Savilla, to the town of 
Saint Mary’s. From Portland, by New Glouces- 
ter, Green, Monmouth, Winthrop, and Hallow- 
hill Courthouse, to Pittstown, on the river Kenne- 
beck. From, Portsmouth, by Exeter, Chester, 
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Amherst, Keene, and Walpole, to Charlestown.— 
From Chester, by Concord, and Plymouth, to 
Haverhill. From Exeter to Hampton Falls. — 
From Salem to Gloucester. From Salem to Mar- 
blehead. From Boston to Plymouth, Sandwich, 
and Falmouth; and from Falmouth to Edgar- 
town, on Martha’s Vineyard. From Sandwich to 
Barnstable and Yarmouth. From Boston to T'aun- 
ton and New Bedford, and thence to Nantucket. 
From Boston, to Hartford, in Connecticut, by 
Dedham, Mendon, and Pomfret. From Boston to 
Keene. From Boston, through Andover and Hay- 
erhill, to Chester. From Taunton to Providence; 
and from Taunton, by Dighton and Somerset, to 
Warren. From New Bedford to Newport. From 
Boston, by Providence, Norwich, New London, 
Saybrook, and Guilford, to New Haven. From 
Newport, by Bristol and Warren, to Providence. 
From Newport, by East Greenwich, to Provi- 
dence. From Newport, by Westerly and Sion- 
ington Point, to New London. From Springfield, 
by North Hampton, Greenfield, Brattleborough, 
Westminister, Charlestown, Windsor, Hanover, 
and Haverhill, to Newbury. From Springfield. 
by Stockbridge, to Kinderhook. From Brook- 
field, by North Hampton, Pittsfield, and New Leb- 
anon, to Albany. From Hartford, by New Hart- 
ford, through Norfolk, Canaan, Sheffield,and Hills- 
dale, to the city of Hudson. From Hartford to 
Norwich. From Hartford, by Middletown, t 
New London. From Hartford, by Farmington. 
Harwinton, Litchfield, New Milford, Newtown, 
Danbury, Ridgefield, Poundridge, Salem, North 
Castle, and White Plains,to New York. From 
New York. by Peekskill, Fishkill, Poughkeepsie. 
Rhinebeck, Red Hook, Clermont, Hudson, and 
Kinderhook, to Albany. From Albany by Lans- 
ingburg, Bennington, Manchester, Rutland, Mid- 
dlebury, and Vergennes, to Burlington, on Lake 
Champlain. From Rutland to Windsor, in the 
State of Vermont. From Albany, by Schenectady. 
Johnston, Connojoharrie, and Whitestown, to 
Canandorque; and from some convenient point 
in that line, through Cherry Valley, to the Court 
House in Cooper’s town, in the county of Otsego. 


| From the city of New York, by the most usual 


route, to Sagg Harbor. From Newark or Eliza- 
beth town, by Morristown and Rockaway, to Sus- 
sex Court House, and from thence, by Hackett’ 
town and Morristown, to Elizabeth town or New- 
ark. From Woodbridge to Amboy. From Tren- 
ton, by Allentown, Monmouth Court House, 
Shrewsbury and Spotswood to Brunswick, and 
from Brunswick by Somerset Court House, New 
Germantown, Pittston, and Flemington, to Tren- 
ton. From Philadelphia, by Bethlehem, Easton, 
Sussex Court House, Goshen, Wardsbridge, and 
Kingston, to Rhinebeck. From Bethlehem to 
Reading. From Philadelphia, by’ Woodbury. 
Sweedsborough, and Salem, to Bridgetown, in 
West New Jersey. From Philadelphia, by Nor- 
ristown, Pottsgrove, Reading, Lebanon, and Har- 
risburg, to Carlisle. From Reading to Lancaster. 
From Philadelphia, by Lancaster, Yorktown, Car- 
lisle, Shippensburg, Chambersburg, Bedford and 
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Greensburg, to Pittsburg. From Pittsburg, by 
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Washington, in Pennsylvania, West Liberty, in 
Virginia, and Wheeling, on the Chio, to Limestone 
and Fort Washington. From Limstone, by Bour- 
bontown, Lexington, Frankfort, and Harrodsburg, 
to Danville, in Kentucky. From Danville, by 
Bardstown, to Louisville. From Yorktown, in 
Pennsylvania, by Hanover, Petersburg, and Taw- 
ny town, to Fredericktown, in Maryland, and 
thence to Leesburg, in Virginia. From Wil- 
mington, in the State of Delaware, New Castle, 
Cantwell’s bridge, and Duck Creek, to Dover; 
and, from thence, by Frederica, Millford, Dagg’s- 
borough, Snowhill, Horntown, and Accomack 
Court House, to Northampton Courthouse, and 
thence, to Norfolk, Hampton, or Yorktown. From 
Philadelphia, by Wilmington, Middletown, War- 
wick, George town, Cross Roads, Chester town, 
Chester Mills, Easton, Vienna and Salisbury, to 
Snowhill; and from Snowhill to Princess Ann, 
and thence to Salisbury; and from Chestertown 
to Baltimore, at all times, when a stage passes be- 
tween those two places. From Elkton to War- 
wick. From Harford to Bel Air. From Balti- 
more to Annapolis, Upper Marlborough, Piscata- 
way, Port Tobacco, Allen’s Fresh, Newport, and 
Chaptico, to Leonard town. From Baltimore to 
Yorktown, in Pennsylvania. From Baltimore, 
by Frederick town and Hager’s town, to Cham- 
bersburg. From Hager’s town, by Sharpsburg, 
to Shepherd’s town. From Frederick town, by 
Peterstown, and Montgomery Court House, to 
Georgetown, on the Potomac. From Hager’s 
tewn, by Hancock, Oldtown, Cumberland, Mor- 
gantown, in Virginia, and Uniontown, in Penn- 
sylvania, to Brownsville, on the Monongahela.— 
From Alexandria, by Salisbury, Leesburg, Shep- 
herdstown, Martinsburg, Winchester, Stevens- 
burg, Strasburg, Woodstock, and Rockingham 
Court House, to Staunton. From Fredericks- 
burg, by Port Royal, to Tappahannock ; thence 
across the Rappahannock, to Richmond Court 
House, Westmoreland Court House, Kinsale, on 
Yeocomico, and Northumberland Court House, to 
Lancaster Court House, thence re-crossing the 
Rappahannock to Urbana, and from Urbana, to 
Gloucester Court House. From Fredericksburg, 
by Culpepper and Orange Court Houses, to Char- 
lottesville. From Richmond, by New Castle, 
Aylett’s Warehouse, and Todd’s bridge, to Rap- 
pahannock. From Richmond, by Williamsburg, 
York town and Hampton, to Norfolk. From 
Richmond, by Columbiaand Charlottesville, to 
Staunton, thence to Lexington, Fincastle, Mont- 
gomery Court House, Wythe Court House, and 
Abingdon, to Jonesborough, in the territory south- 
west of the Ohio, thence by Greensville and Jef- 
ferson Court House, to Knoxville. From Staun- 
ton to Bath Court House, thence to the Sweet 
Springs, and thence to Greenbrier Court House. 
From Richmond, by Powhatan Court House, 
Cumberland Court House, Prince Edward Court 
House, Lynchburg, New London, and Liberty, to 
Fincastle. From Prince Edward Court House, 
by Charlotte Court House, Halifax Court House, 
and Pittsylvania Court House, to Martinsburg, 
and thence to Bethania. From Martinsburg to 
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Liberty. From Osborne’s to Bermuda Hundred. 
From Petersburg, by Cabin Point, Smithfield and 
Suffolk, to Portsmouth and Norfolk. From Smith- 
field, by Southampton Court House to Grenville 
Court House. From Petersburg to Halifax, in 
North Carolina. From Goldson’s, by Saint Tam- 
many’s and Mecklenburg Court House, to Hali- 
fax Court House, in Virginia. From Suffolk, by 
Edenton, Plymouth, Washington, and Newbern, 
to Wilmington. From Plymouth to Windsor.— 
From Edenton, by Hertford, Nixonton, Sawyer’s 
Ferry, in Camden county, to Indian town, in Cur- 
rituck county. From Halifax to Princeton and 
Murfreesborough, on Meherrin river, thence to 
Winton, on Chowan river, and thence, by the 
bridge on Bennett’s creek, to R. Mitchell’s, which 
is on the post road from Suffolk to Edenton. From 
Halifax, by Blountsville, Williamston and Dailey’s, 
to Plymouth. From Halifax, by Warrenton, Ox- 
ford, Hillsborough, Martinville, and Salem, to 
Salisbury. From Salisbury, by Cabarras Court 
House, to Charlotte, to return by Iredell Court 
House to Salisbury. From Salisbury to Fayette- 
ville, to go and return by the following route, al- 
ternately: by Montgomery, Anson, and Rich- 
mond Court Houses, to Fayetteville, thence b 

Moore and Randolph Court Houses, back to Sal- 
isbury. From Halifax, by Tarborough and Green- 
ville, to Washington, and from Tarborough to 
Lewisburg. From Newbern, by Kinston, Waynes- 
borough and Smithfield, to Raleigh. From Ra- 
leigh, by Chapel Hill, to Hillsborough, and from 
Chapel Hill to Chatham Court House. From 
Hillsborough, by Person Court House, Caswell 
Court House, and Rockingham Court House, to 
Germantown. From Fayetteville to Wilming- 
ton; the mail to go alternately by Elizabethtown 
and return by South Washington, the cross-roads 
near Duplin Court House and Sampson Court 
House. From Salem, by Bethania, Huntsville, 
Rockford, and Wilkes, to Morgantown, in North 
Carolina, and from Morgantown, by Lincolnton, 
to Pinckney Court House, in South Carolina.— 
From Cheraw Court House to Georgetown.— 
From Camden, by Statesburg, to Charleston.— 
From Charleston, by Coosawatchy, to Sister’s 
Ferry, on Savannah river, and thence to the post 
road from Augusta to Savannah, and from Coosa- 
watchy to Beaufort. From Columbia, by Orange- 
burg, to Charleston. From Columbia to New- 
bury Court House and Laurens Court House, to 
Greenville Court House. From Edgefield Court 
House to Cambridge, and thence, by Abbeville 
Court House, to Pendleton Court House. From 
Columbia, by Winnsborough, Pinckney Court 
House, Spartan Court House, and Grenville 
Court House, to Washington Court House. From 
Washington Court House, by Pendleton Court 
House, to Hatton’s ford, on Tugeloo river; and 
thence by Franklin Court House, Elberton and 
Petersburg, to Washington, in Georgia. From 
Augusta to Washington, thence to Greenborough, 
and thence by the great falls of Ogechee and 
George town, to Augusta. Provided, That, until 
the Postmaster General shall have made provi- 
sion for the regular transportation of the mail 
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from Wheeling to Limestone, the present post- 
road from Abingdon to Danville, in Kentucky, 
shall be continued; and if such provision cannot 
be made within a reasonable time, then the post- 
road shall be extended from Danville to Frank- 
fort, and Lexington, and thence to Washington. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Postmaster General to provide, 
by contract, for the carriage of a mail on any road 
on which a stage-wagon, or other stage-carriage, 
shall be established, on condition that the expense 
thereof shall not exceed the revenue thence 
arising. 

It shall also be lawful for the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to enter into contracts, for a term not exceed- 
ing eight years, for extending the line of posts, 
and to authorize the persons, so contracting, as a 
compensation for their expenses, toreceive, during 
the continuance of such contracts, at rates not ex- 
ceeding those for like distances established by this 
act, all the postage which shall arise on letters, 
newspapers magazines, pamphlets, and packets, 
conveyed by any such post. And the roads desig- 
nated in such contracts shall, during the continu- 
ance thereof, be deemed and considered as post 
roads, within the provisions of thisact: Anda du- 
plicate of every such contract, shall, within sixty 
days after the execution thereof, be lodged in the 
office of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be established, at the Seat of Government of 
the United States, a General Post Office ; and there 
shall be one Postmaster General, who shall have 
authority to appointan Assistant and Deputy Post- 
masters at all such places, as he shall find neces- 
sary; and he shall provide for carrying the mail 
of the United States, by stage carriages or horses, 
as he may judge most expedient; and as often as 
he, having regard to the productiveness thereof. 
as well as other circumstances, shall think proper, 
and defray the expense thereof, with all other ex- 
penses arising on the collection and management 
of the revenue of the Post Office. He shall also 
have power to prescribe such regulations to the 
deputy postmasters, and others employed under 
him, as may be found necessary, and to superin- 
tend the business of the Department, in all the du- 
ties that are or may be assigned to it, and also to 
direct the route or road, where there are more 
than one, between the places above established, 
which route or road shall be considered as the 
post-road. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General shall, once in three months, 
obtain from his deputies the accounts and vouch- 
ers of their receipts and expenditures, and the bal- 
ance due thereon, and render to the Secretary of 
the Treasury a quarterly account of all the re- 
ceipts and expenditures in the said Department, to 
be adjusted and settled, as other public accounts; 
and shall pay, quarterly, intothe Treasury of the 
United States, the balance in his hands; and the 
Postmaster General, and his assistants, the Deputy 
Postmasters, and such as they may employ in their 
offices, before they enter upon their duties, or be 
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entitled to receive the emoluments of their offices. 
and the contractors for carrying the mail, and thei; 
agents or servants, and all others to whom th 
mail shall be intrusted, before they commence the 
execution of the said trust, shall, respectively, take 
and subscribe, before some Justice of the Peace, 
the following oath or affirmation, and cause a cer- 
tificate thereof to be filed in the office of the Post- 
master General:—‘“I do swear (or affirm, as the 
case may be,) that I will faithfully perform al! 
the duties required of me, and abstain from every. 
thing forbidden by the law, in relation to the es- 
tablishment of Post Offices and Post Roads with- 
in the United States,” 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That ifany 
person should obstruct or retard the passage of the 
mail, or of any horse or carriage carrying the same, 
he shall, upon conviction for every such offence. 
pay a fine of not exceeding one hundred dollars; 
and if any ferryman shall, by wilful negligence 
or refusal to transport the mail across any ferry, 
delay the same, he shall forfeit and pay, for each 
half hour that the same shall be so delayed, a sum 
not exceeding ten dollars. ’ 

Sec. 6. And beit further enacted That it shall 
be the duty of the Postmaster General to give 
public notice, in one or more of the newspapers 
published at the Seat of Government of the United 
States, and in one or more of the newspapers pub- 
lished in the State or States, where the contract 
is to be performed, for at least six weeks before 
the entering into any contract for the conveyance 
of the mail, that such contract is intended to be 
made, and the day on which it shall be concluded. 
describing the places, from and to which such 
mail is to be conveyed; the time at which it is to 
be made up; the day and hour at which it is to 
be delivered, and the penalty or penalties for non- 
performance of the stipulations; he shall, more- 
over, within thirty days after the making of any 
contract, lodge the same, together with the pro- 
posals, which he shall have received respecting it, 
in the office of the Comptroller of the Treasury 
of the United States: Provided, That no contrac! 
shall be entered into for a longer term than four 
years. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
Deputy Postmaster shall keep an office, in which 
one or more persons shall attend, at such hours as 
the Postmaster General shall direct, for the pur- 
pose of performing the duties thereof; and all let 
ters, brought to any Post Office half an hour be- 
fore the time of making up the mail at such office, 
shall be forwarded therein, except at such Post 
Offices, where, in the opinion of the Postmaste! 
General, it requires more time for making up the 
mail, and which he shall accordingly prescribe ; 
but this shall in no case exceed one hour. 

Sec. 8 And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of June next, the Postmas- 
ter General shall be allowed, for his services, al 
the rate of two thousand four hundred dollars per 
annum, his assistant, at the rate of one thousand 
two hundred dollars per annum, and the Postmas- 
ter General shall be allowed four clerks, whose 
compensation shall be regulated in such manner 
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as not to exceed five hundred dollars per annum 
to each: All the above mentioned compensations 
to be paid quarterly out of the revenues of the 
Post Office ; and no fees or perquisites shall be re- 
ceived by any person empioyed in the General 
Post Office, on account of the duties to be per- 
formed, in virtue of his appointment. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the De- 
puty Postmasters, and persons authorized by the 
Postmaster General, shall demand and receive for 
the conveyance of letters and packets, except such 
as are hereinafter excepted, the following rates of 
postage: For every single letter conveyed by land, 
not exceeding thirty miles, six cents; over thirty 
miles, and not exceeding sixty, eight cents; over 
sixty, and not exceeding one hundged, ten cents ; 
over one hundred miles, and not exceeding one 
hundred and fifty, twelve cents and a half; over 
one hundred and fifty miles, and not exceeding 
two hundred, fifteen cents; over two hundred 
miles, and not exceeding two hundred and fifty, 
seventeen cents; over two hundred and fifty miles, 
and not exceeding three hundred and fifty, twenty 
cents; over three hundred and fifty miles, and 
not exceeding four hundred and fifty, twenty- 
two cents ; and more than four hundred and fifty 
miles, twenty-five cents; and for every double let- 
ter, double the said rates; for every triple letter, 
triple ; and for every packet, weighing one ounce 
Avoirdupois, at the rate of four single letters ; and 
in that proportion for any greater weight. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That for 
all letters and packets passing by sea to and from 
the United States, or from one port to another 
therein, in packet boats or vessels, the property of, 
or provided by the United States, postage shall be 
charged, as follows: For every single letter, eight 
cents; for every double letter. sixteen cents ; for 
every triple letter, or packet, twenty-four cents ; 
and for every letter or packet brought into the 
United States, or carried from one port therein to 
another, by sea, in any private ship or vessel, four 
cents, if delivered at the place where the same 
shall arrive ; and if directed to be delivered at any 
other place, with the addition of like postage, as 
other letters are made subject to the payment of, 
by this act. 

Sec. 11. And be itfurther enacted, That if any 
Deputy Postmaster, or other person authorized by 
the Postmasier General to receive the postages of 
letters, shall fraudulently demand or receive any 
rate of postage, or any gratuity or reward, other 
than is provided by this act, for the postage of 
letters or packets, on conviction thereof, he shall 
forfeit, for every such offence, one hundred dollars 
and shall be rendered incapable of holding any of- 
fice or appointment under the United States. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That no 
ship or vessel, arriving at any port within the 
United States. where a Post Office is established, 
shall be permitted to report, make entry, or break 
bulk, until the master or commander shall have 
delivered to the Postmaster, all letters directed to 


any person or persons, within the United States, 
which, under his care, or within his power, shall 
be brought in such ship or vessel, except such as 
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are directed to the owner or consignee of the ship 
or vessel, and except also such as are directed to 
be delivered at the port of delivery, to which 
such ship or vessel may be bound. And it shall 
be the duty of the Collector, or other officer of the 
port, empowered to receive entries of ships or ves- 
sels, to require from every master or commander 
of such ship or vessel, an oath or affirmation, pur- 
porting that he has delivered all such letters, ex- 
cept as aforesaid. 

Sec.13. And be it further enacted, That the Post- 
masters,to whom such letters may be delivered,shall 
pay to the master, commander, or other person, 
delivering the same, except the commanders of 
foreign packets, two cents for each letter or pack- 
et, and shall obtain from the person delivering the 
same, a certificate, specifying the number of 
letters and packets, with the name of the ship or 
vessel, and the place from whence she last sailed, 
which certiticate, together with a receipt for the 
money, shall be, with his quarterly accounts, trans- 
mitted to the Postmaster General, who shall credit 
him with the amount. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person, other than the Postmaster General, 
or his deputies, or persons by them employed, 
shall be concerned in setting up or maintaining 
any foot or horse post, stage wagon, or other stage 
carriage, on any established Post Road, or any 
packet boat or other vessel, to ply regularly from 
one place to another, between which, a regular 
communication, by water, shall be established by 
the United States, and shall receive any letter or 
packet, other than newspapers, magazines, or pam- 
phlets, and carry the same, by such foot or horse 
post, stage wagoa, or other stage carriage, packet 
boat or vessel, (excepting only such letter or let- 
ters,as may be directed to the owner or owners of 
such conveyance, and relating to the same, or to 
the person to whom any package or bundle in 
such conveyance is intended to be delivered,) 
every person so offending shall forfeit, for every 
such offence, the sum of fifty dollars: Provided, 
That it shall be lawful for any person to send let- 
ters or packets by a special messenger. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the 
Deputy Postmasters and other agents of the Post- 
master General, shall duly account and answer to 
him, for all way-letters, which shall come to their 
hands; and for this purpose the post-riders, and 
other carriers of the mail, receiving any way-let- 
ter or letters, (and it shall be their duty to receive 
them, if presented more than two miles from a 
Post Office,) shall deliver the same, together with 
the postage, if paid, at the first Post Office, to 
which they shail afterwards arrive, where the 
Postmaster shal! duly enter the same, and specify 
the number and rate or rates in the post-bill, add- 
ing to the rate of each way-letter one cent, 
which shall be paid, by the Deputy Postmaster, to 
the mail earrier from whom such way-letter shall 
be received; and that letters, directed to persons 
living between Post Offices, may be delivered, and 
the postage thereof duly collected, it shall be the 
duty of the carriers of the mail to take charge of, 
and deliver, all such letters as shall, for that pur- 
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pose, be committed to them, by any Deputy Post- 
master, and collect the postage thereof, which 
shall be paid over by such Deputy Postmaster, on 
demand, and for every letter so delivered, the mail 
carrier delivering the same shall be allowed to de- 
mand and receive two cents, to his own use, be- 
sides the ordinary postage; and if any Deputy 
Postmaster, or other agent of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, shall neglect so to account, he or they, so of- 
fending, shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit, for 
every such offence, a sum not exceeding fifty dol- 
lars: Provided, Thatno mail carriers shall make 
such deliveries at any place not on the Post Road: 
Provided also, That the receipts and delivery of 
letters on the way, between Post Offices, shall not 
be required of the mail carriers, in cases where, 
in the opinion of the Postmaster General, the time 
or manner of carrying the mail, or the speed of 
conveyance, is incompatible with such receipts 
and deliveries. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person employed in any of the departments of the 
General Post Office, shail unlawfully detain. delay, 
or open, any letter, packet, bag, or mail of letters, 
with which he shall be intrusted, or which shall 
have come to his possession, and which are intend- 
ed to be conveyed by post; or if any such person 
shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy, any letter or 
packet, intrusted to him, as aforesaid, and which 
shall not contain any security for, or assurance re- 
lating to, money, as hereinafter described, ever 
such offender, being thereof duly convicted, shall, 
for every such offence, be fined, not exceeding 
three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, not exceed- 
ing six months, or both, according to the cireum- 
stances and aggravations of the offence. And if 
any person, employed as aforesaid, shall secrete, 
embezzle, or destroy, any letter, packet, bag, or 
mail of letters, with which he shall be intrusted, 
or which shall have come to his possession, and 
are intended to be conveyed by post, containing 
any bank note, or bank post bill, bill of exchange, 
warrant of the Treasury of the United States,note 
of assignment of stock in the funds, letters of at- 
torney for receiving annuities or dividends, or for 
selling stock in the funds, or for receiving the in- 
terest thereof, or any letter of credit, or note for, 
or relating to the payment of money, or any bond 
or warrant, draft, bill, or promissory note, whatso- 
ever, for the payment of money; or if any such 
person, employed as aforesaid, shall steal or take 
any of the same, out of any letter, packet, bag or 
mail of letters, that shall come to his possession, 
he shall, on conviction for any such offence, suffer 
death. And if any person, who shall have taken 
charge of the mail of the United States, shall quit 
or desert the same, before his arrival at the next 
Post Office, every such person, so offending, shall 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, for every such offence. And if any per- 
son concerned in carrying the mail of the United 
States, shall collect, receive, or carry, any letter 
or packet, or shall cause or procure the same to 
be done, contrary to this act, every such offender 
shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, asum 
not exceeding fifty dollars. 
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Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person or persons shall rob any carrier of the mail 
of the United States of such mail, or any part 
thereof, such offender or offenders shall, on con- 
viction thereof, suffer death. And if any person 
shall steal the mail, or shall steal and take from 
or out of the mail, or from or out of any Pos 
Office, any letter or packet, such person shall, up- 
on conviction, for every such offence, be fined, noi 
exceeding three hundred dollars, or imprisoned, 
not exceeding six months, or both, according tw 
the circumstances and aggravations of the offence 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That th 
Deputy Postmasters shall, respectively, publish, at 
the expiration of every three months, or oftener. 


| when the Pgstmaster General shall so direct, in 


one of the newspapers published at or nearest th 
place of his residence, for three successive weeks 
a list of all the letters remaining in their respect- 
ive offices, or, instead thereof, whall make outa 
number of such lists, and cause them to be posted 
at such public places in their vicinity, as shall 
appear to them best adapted for the information 
of the parties concerned ; and, at the expiration ot 
the next three months, shall send such of the said 
letters as then remain on hand as dead letters, to 
the General Post Office, where the same shall be 
opened and inspected; and if any valuable paper: 
or matter of consequence, shall be found therein. 
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to 
cause a descriptive list thereof to be inserted in 
one of the newspapers published at the place 
most convenient to the supposed residence of th: 
owner, if within the United States ; and such let- 
ter, and the contents, shall be preserved, to be de- 
livered to the person to whom the same sha!] bi 
addressed, upon payment of the postage, and th 
expense of publication. And if such letter, with 
its contents, be not demanded by the person to 
whom it is addressed, or the owner thereof, or his 
lawful agent, within two years after the adver- 
tisement thereof, as aforesaid, the said contents 
shall be applied to the use of the United States 
until the same shall be reclaimed by the proprie 
tor thereof. The manner of such application to 
be specially stated by the Postmaster General to 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the 
following letters and packets, and no other, shall 
be received and conveyed by post, free of postage, 
under such restrictions as are hereinafter pro- 
vided ; that is to say, all letters and packets to or 
from the President or Vice President of the 
United States, and all letters and packets, not ex- 
ceeding two ounces in weight, to or from any 
member of the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives, the Secretary of the Senate or Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, during their actual at- 
tendance in any session of Congress, and twenty 
days after such session ; all letters to and from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, Comptroller, Regis- 
ter, and Auditor of the Treasury, the Treasurer, 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary at War. 
Commissioner of the Revenue, the Postmaster 
General, his Assistant, and Deputies: And the 
Deputy Postmasters shall receive, besides their 
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other allowances, two cents for each free letter or 

cket, (their own excepted) which shall be de- 
ivered to the person addressed out of their re- 
spective offices. Provided, That no person shall 
frank or enclose any letter or packet other than 
his own; but any public letter or packet from the 
Department of the Treasury, may be franked by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or by the Com- 
missioner of the Revenue, Comptroller, Register, 
Auditor, or Treasurer: And that each person be- 
fore named shall deliver into the Post Office every 
letter or packet enclosed to him, which may be 
directed to any other person, noting the place 
from whence it came by post, and the usual post- 
age shall be charged thereon: And provided also, 
That no letter to or from a Deputy Postmaster 
shall be free of postage, if it exceeds half an 
ounce in weight. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall counterfeit the handwriting of any 
other person, in order to evade the payment of 
postage, such person or persons so offending, and 
being thereof duly convicted, shall forfeit and pay, 
for every such offence, the sum of one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That every 
printer of newspapers may send one paper to each 
and every other printer of newspapers within the 
United States, free of postage, under such regula- 
tions as the Postmaster General shall provide. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That all 
newspapers conveyed in the mail shall be under 
cover, open at one end, carried in separate bags from 
the letters, and charged with the payment of one 
cent each, for any distance not more than one hun- 
dred miles, and one cent and a half for any greater 
distance: Provided, That the postage of a single 
newspaper, from any one place to another, in the 
same State, shall not exceed one cent: And that, 
where the mode of conveyance and the size of the 
mails will admit of it, magazines and pamphlets 
may be transported in the mail, at one cent per 
sheet for conveyance, any distance not exceeding 
fifty miles; one and a half cent for any distance 
over fifty miles, and not exceeding one hundred ; 
and two cents per sheet, for any greater distance. 
And it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gene- 
ral and his deputies, to keep a separate account 
for the newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets; 
and the Deputy Postmasters shall receive fifty 
per cent. on the postage thereof, exclusively of 
their other allowances: And if any letter, memo- 
randum in writing, or other thing, be enclosed in, 
or placed among such newspapers, or if any note 
or memorandum, other than the name of the per- 
son to whom it is addressed, be written upon any 
such newspaper, the letter, memorandum, or other 
thing, so enclosed or placed, and the newspaper 
on which such memorandum shail be written, 
shall be detained by the Deputy Postmaster, until 
asum shall be paid him equal to the postage of 
the whole packet in which they shall be found, 
calculating such postage at the rates established 
by this act for letters and packets: And that any 
printer, or other person, who shall conceal a letter, 
or any memorandum in writing, in a newspaper 
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or among any package of newspapers, shall be lia- 
ble, on conviction, to a fine for each offence, not 
exceeding five dollars. And if any of the persons 
employed in any department of the Post Office, 
shall unlawfully detain, delay, embezzle, or de- 
stroy any newspaper, magazine, or pamphlet, with 
which he shall be intrusted, such offenders, for 
every such offence, shall forfeit a sum not exceed- 
ing fifty dollars: Provided, That the Postmaster 
General, in any contract he may enter into for 
the conveyance of the mail, may authorize the 
person with whom such contract is made, to carry 
newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets, other than 
those carried in the mail. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General be. and he is hereby, author- 
ized to allow to the Deputy Postmasters, respect- 
ively, such commission, on the moneys arising 
from the postage of letters and packets, as he shall 
think adequate to their respective services and 
expenses: Provided, The said commission shall 
not exceed twenty per cent. to any one deputy, 
except the Postmaster at the port where the Eu- 
ropean packets do or shall arrive, to whom such 
further allowance, in addition to the emoluments 
of his office, shall be made,as the Postmaster Gene- 
ral shali deem a reasonable compensation for his 
extra services, in the receipt and despatch of let- 
ters originally received into his office, from on 
board such packets, and by him forwarded to 
other offices: And except the Deputy Postmaster 
at Burlington, on Lake Champlain, whose com- 
pensation the Postmaster General is hereby au- 
thorized to augment, on account of his extra 
trouble in receiving mails passing to and from 
Canada, to a sum not exceeding one hundred dol- 
lars per annum: And except certain Deputy Post- 
masters, who are obliged to rise in the night to 
receive mails, whose compensations the Pustmas- 
ter General is hereby authorized to increase, not 
exceeding forty per cent. on the amount of mo- 
neys arising on the postage of letters and packets: 
And provided, also, ‘That the compensations afore- 
said shall not exceed one thousand eight hundred 
dollars per annum to any one Postmaster, except- 
ing the Deputy Postmaster of Philadelphia, who 
shall be allowed a compensation not exceeding 
the sum of three thousand five hundred dollars a 
year, including all perquisites and emoluments, of 
which a regular account shall be rendered to the 
Postmaster General: And excepting the Deputy 
Postmaster at New York, who shall be allowed a 
compensation, not exceeding two thousand seven 
hundred dollars a year, including all perquisites 
and emoluments, of which a regular account shall 
be rendered. as aforesaid: Provided, also, That 
the reasonable charges of the Deputy Postmasters 
for stationery, for cases necessary for the safe- 
keeping and convenient distribution of letters, and 
for advertising the lists of letters. from time to 
time remaining in their offices, accompanied with 
proper vouchers, shall be admitted by the Post- 
master General, and placed to their credit: And 
there shall also be allowed to the Deputy Post- 
master of Philadelphia, for his extraordinary ex- 
penses, incurred in the execution of his office, un- 
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der the existing law, an additional compensation, 
at the rate of eight hundred and fifty dollars a 
year, to be computed from the first day of July, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, to 
the first day of June next. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That if any 
Deputy Postmaster, or other person authorized to 
receive the postage of letters and packets, shall 
neglect or refuse to render his accounts and pay 
over to the Postmaster General the balance by 
him due at the end of every three months, it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to 
cause a suit to be commenced against the person 
or persons so neglecting or refusing ; and if the 
Postmaster General shall not cause such suit to 
be commenced within six months from the end of 
every such three months, the balances due from 
every such delinquent shall be charged to and re- 
coverable from the Postmaster General. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That all pe- 
cuniary penalties and forfeitures incurred under 
this act, shall be one-halt for the use of the per- 
son or persons informing and prosecuting for the 
same, and the other half to the use of the United 
States. 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Postmaster General to make pro- 
vision, where it may be necessary, for the receipt of 
all letters and packets intended to be conveyed by 
any ship or vessel beyond sea, or from any port of 
the United States to another port therein; and the 
letters so received shall be formed into a mail, 
sealed up, and directed to the Postmaster of the 
port to which such ship or vessel shall be bound. 
And for every letter or packet so received there 
shall be paid, at the time of its reception, a post- 
age of one cent, which shall be for the use of the 
Postmasters respectively receiving the same. And 
the Postmaster General may make arrangements 
with the Postmasters in any foreign country for 
the reciprocal receipt and delivery of letters and 
packets through the post offices. 

Sec. 27. And be wt further enacted, That the 
Deputy Postmasters and the persons employed in 
the transportation of the mail shall be exempt 
from militia duties, or any fine or penalty for ne- 
glect thereof. 

Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That letter- 
carriers shall be employed at such post offices as 
the Postmaster General shall direct for the deli- 
ye! of letters in the places respectively where 
such post offices are established ; and, for the de- 
livery of each such letter, the letter carrier may 
receive of the person to whom the delivery is 
made two cents: Provided, That. no letter shall 
be delivered to such letter carrier for distribution 
addressed to any person who shall have lodged at 
the post office a written request that his letters 
shall be detained in the office. And, for every 
letter lodged at any post office, not to be carried 
by post, but to be delivered to the place where it is 
so lodged, the Deputy Postmaster shall receive one 
cent of the person to whom it shall be delivered. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be in force from the first day of June next. 

Approved, May 8, 1794. 
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An Act providing for raising and organizing a Corps 
of Artillerists and Engineers. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the number of seven 
hundred and sixty-four non-commissioned officers, 
privates, and artificers, to serve as privates and 
musicians, shall be engaged for the term of three 
years, by voluntary enlistments; and that the 
proper proportion of commissioned officers shal! 
be appointed to command the same. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
aforesaid commissioned and non-commissioned of- 
ficers, privates, artificers, and musicians, shall be 
incorporated with the corps of artillery now in the 
service of the United States, and denominated the 
corpsof artilleristsand engineers, and that the entire 
number of the said corps, exclusively of the com- 
missioned officers, shall be nine hundred and nine- 
ty-two. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the or- 
ganization of the said corps be as herein men- 
tioned, to wit: One Lieutenant Colonel command- 
ant, one Adjutant, one Surgeon—four battalions, 
each toconsist of one Major, one Adjutant and Pay- 
master, and 1 Surgeon’s Mate; and four companies, 
each to consist of one Captain, two Lieutenants, 
two Cadets, with the pay, clothing, and rations ot 
asergeant, four sergeants, four corporals, forty-two 
privates, sappers, and miners, and ten artificers, to 
serve as privates, and two musicians. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the ad- 
ditional commissioned officers, non-commisioned 
officers, privates, artificers, and musicians, by this 
act directed to be raised, shall receive the same 
pay and allowances, in all respects, as the troo, 
already in the service of the United States; and 
they shall also be governed by the same rules and 
articles of war, which have becn, or may be by 
law, established. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of War to provide, 
at the saglilie expense, under such regulations as 
shall be directed by the President of the United 
States, the necessary books, instruments, and ap- 
paratus, for the use and benefit of the said corps. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall cause such pro- 
portions of the said corps to serve in the field, on 
the frontiers, or in the fortifications of the sea- 
coast, as he shall deem consistent with «ie public 
service. 

Approved, May 9, 1794. 





An Act supplementary to “ An act to provide for the 
Defence of certain Ports and Harbors in the United 
States.” 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the port and harbor 
of the city of Annapolis be fortified in such 
manner, and at such time or times, as the Presi 
dent of the United States may direct; and that 1! 
shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States to employ a garrison in the said fortifica- 
tion, provide cannon and equipments, and rece’ 
from the State of Maryland a cession of the land: 
on which the said fortification, and its necessary 
buildings, may be erected, agreeably to the second 
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and third sections of the act to which this is a 
supplement. 
Approved, May 9, 1794. 


An Act for the Remission of the Duties on eleven hogs- 
heads of Coffee which have been destroyed by fire. 


Whereas, eleven hogsheads of coffee were im- 
ported in the brig Jason, from Cape Francois, by 
two French citizens to the port of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth in November last, and the duties there- 
on secused to be paid by Messrs. Elliott and Pur- 
viance of the same port: And whereas, the said 
eleven hogsheads of coffee were afterwards on ac- 
count of the same importers shipped to the port of 
Baltimore, and there, in the night of the seventh 
day of January last, destroyed by fire. 

Be it enacted, §c., that the duties paid or pay- 
able tothe United States on the same eleven hogs- 
heads of coffee be, and the same are hereby remit- 
ted; and it shall be the duty of the Collector of 
the port of Norfolk and Portsmouth to refund the 
same duties, if they have been received. 


Approved, May 9, 1794. 


An Act directing a Detachment from the Militia of the 
United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby authorized ‘o 
require of the Executives of the several States, to | 
take effectual measures, as soon as may be, to or- 
ganize, arm, and equip, according to law, and hold 
in readiness to march at a moment’s warning, the 
following proportions, respectively, of eighty thou- 
sand effective militia, officers included, to wit: 
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President may, if he judges expedient, authorize 
the Executives of the several States to accept any 
independent corps of cavalry, artillery or infantry, 
as part of the detachments aforesaid, provided 
they shall voluntarily engage as corps in the 
service. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
militia shall not be compelled to serve a longer 
time, in any one tour, than three months after 
their arrival at the place of rendezvous; and that, 
during the time of their service, besides their pay 
and other allowances, which shall be the same as 
the troops on the Military Establishment of the 
United States, they shall receive at the rate of one 
dollar and sixty-six cents, for clothing. per month. 

Sec.5. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be requested to call on 
the Executives of the several States, to take the 
most effectual means, that the whole of the mili- 
tia, not comprised within the foregoing requisition, 
be armed and equipped according to law. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue and be in force, for the space of one 
year from the passing thereof, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of Congress, and no 
longer. 


Approved, May 9, 1794. 





An Act to erect a Light-house on the Headland of Cape 
Hatteras; and a Lighted Beacon on Shell-Castle 
Island, in the Harbor of Ocracock, in the State of 
North Carolina. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, as soon as the juris- 
diction of so much of the headland of Cape Hat- 
teras, in the State of North Carolina, as the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall deem sufficient 


From the State of Georgia, one thousand three | and most proper for the convenience and accom- 
hundred and thirty-three; from the State of South | modation of a light-house shall have been ceded 
Carolina, three thousand five hundred and fifty ;| to the United States, it shall be the duty of the 
from the State of North Carolina, seven thousand | Secretary of the Treasury to provide, by con- 
three hundred and thirty-one; from the State of | tract, which shall be approved by the President of 
Kentucky, one thousand five hundred and thirty- | the United States, for building a light-house there- 
two; from the State of Virginia, eleven thousand | on, of the first rate, and furnishing the same with 
three hundred and seventy-seven; from the State | all necessary supplies, and also to agree for the 


of Maryland, five thousand four hundred and 
eighteen ; from the State of Delaware, one thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty-six; from the State of 
Pennsylvania, ten thousand seven hundred and 
sixty-eight; from the State of New Jersey, four 
thousand three hundred and eighteen; from the 
State of New York, seven thousand nine hundred 
and seventy-one; from the State of Vermont, two 
thousand one hundred and thirty-nine; from the 
State of Connecticut, five thousand eight hundred 
and eighty one ; from the State of Rhode Island, 
one thousand six hundred and ninety-seven ; from 
the State of Massachusetts, eleven thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-five; and from the State of 
New Hampshire, three thousand five hundred and 
forty-four. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the de- 
tachments of militia aforesaid shall be officered 
out of the present militia officers, or others, at the 
option and discretion of the Constitutional autho- 
rity in each State respectively. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the | 


salaries or wages of the person or persons who 
may be appointed by the President for the super- 
intendence and care of building said light-house ; 
and the President is hereby authorized to make 
said appointments. That the number and dispo- 
sition of the lights in the said light-house shall be 
such, as may tend to distinguish it from others, 
and, as far as practicable, to prevent mistakes in 
navigators. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury be authorized to provide, 
by contract, which shall be approved by the Pre- 
sident of the United States, for building on an 
Island in the harbor of Ocracock, called Shell Cas- 
tle, a lighted beacon, of a wooden frame, fifty-five 
feet high, to be twenty-two feet at the base, and to 
be reduced gradually to twelve feet at the top, 
exclusively of the lantern, which shall be made to 
contain one large lamp with four wicks, and for 
furnishing the same with all necessary supplies: 
Provided, That no such lighted beacon shall be 
erected, until a cession of a sufficient quantity of 
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land on the said Island shall be made to the United 
States by the consent of the Legislature of the 
State of North Carolina. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That sufhi- 
cient moneys be appropriated for the erecting and 
completing the buildings aforesaid, out of any mo- 
neys heretofore appropriated which may remain 
unexpended after satisfying the purposes for which 
they were appropriated, or out of any moneys 
which may be in the Treasury not subject to any 
prior appropriation. 

Approved, May 13, 1794. 


An Act for erecting a Light-house on the Island of Se- 
guin, in the District of Maine, and for erecting a 


Beacon, and placing three Buoys at the entrance of 


Saint Mary’s river, in the State of Georgia. 


Be it enacted, &c., That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to provide, by con- 
tract, which shall be approved by the President of 
the United States, for building a light-house on 
the Island of Seguin, near the entrance of the river 
Kennebeck, in the District of Maine, (the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts having ceded to the 
United States ten acres of the said Island for that 
purpose,) and to furnish the same with all neces- 
sary supplies; and also to agree for the salaries or 
wages of ‘the person or persons, who may be ap- 
pointed by the President, for the superintendence 
and care of the same; and the President is hereby 
authorized to make the said appointments; that 
the number or disposition of the light or lights in 
the said light-house, be such as may tend to dis- 
tinguish it from others, as far as is practicable. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sum, 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, be appropri- 
ated for the same, out of any moneys heretofore 
appropriated, which may remain unexpended, af- 
ter satisfying the purpose for which they were 
appropriated, or out of any other moneys which 
may be in the Treasury, not subject to any prior 
appropriations. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause a beacon to be erected, and three buoys to 
be placed, at the entrance of St. Mary’s river, in 
the State of Georgia, and that a sum, not exceed- 
ing three hundred dollars, be appropriated in like 
manner as the sum for defraying the expenses for 
erecting a light-house on the island of Seguin, is 
appropriated by this act, for the purpose of defray- 
ing the charges of erecting and placing the same. 

Approved, May 19, 1794. 





An Act further to authorize the adjournment of Circuit 
Courts. 


Be it enacted, &c., That a Circuit Court in any 
district, when it shall happen that no Justice of the 
Supreme Court attends within four days after the 
time appointed by law for the commencement of 
the session, may be adjourned to the next stated 
term by the Judge of the district, or, in case of 
his absence also, by the Marshal of the district. 

Approved, May 19, 1794. 
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An act prohibiting for a limited time the exportation of 


Arms and Ammunition, and encouraging the im- 
portation of the same. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That. it shall not be lawful 


to export from the United States any cannon, 
muskets, pistols, bayonets, swords, cutlasses, mus- 
ket balls, lead, bombs, grenades, gunpowder, sul- 
phur, or saltpetre; but the exportation of all the 
aforesaid articles are hereby prohibited for and 
during the term of one year. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any 


of the aforesaid articles, excepting such of them 
as may constitute a part of the equipment of 
any vessel, which, during the continuance of this 


prohibition, shall be found on board of any vessel, in 


any river, port, bay, or harbor, within the territory 


of the United States, with an intent to be export- 
ed from the United States to any foreign country, 
shall be forfeited; and in case the value thereof 
shall a:aount to four hundred dollars, the vessel 
on boaru of which the same shall be seized, to- 


gether with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 


shall also be forfeited: Provided, nevertheless, 
That nothing in this act shall be construed to 
prohibit the removal or transportation of any ot 
the articles aforesaid from one port to another port 
within the United States, in any vessel having a 
license as a coasting vessel, the master, agent, or 
owner of which shall have given bond, with one 
or more sufficient sureties, to the Collector of the 
District from which such vessel is about to depart. 
ina sum double the value of such vessel and of 
such of the said articles as may be laden on board 
her, that the said articles shall be rélanded and 
delivered in some port of the United States. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any 
of the articles aforesaid shall, contrary to the pro- 
hibitions of this act, be exported to any foreign 
country, the vessel in which the same shall have 
been exported, together with her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, shall be liable to forfeiture, and the 
captain or master of such vessel shall forfeit and 
pay a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the custom-house officers, and of all 
persons employed in the collection of the revenue, 
to attend to the execution of this law; and ail for- 
feitures and penalties incurred under it shall be 
sued for, prosecuted, adjudged, and distributed, in 
like manner as is provided in the act, entitled “An 
act to provide more effectually for the collection 
of the duties imposed by law on goods, wares, and 
merchandise imported into the United States, and 
on the tonnage of ships and vessels.” 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all brass 
cannon, muskets, and firelocks, with bayonets 
suited to the same, pistols, swords, cutlasses, mus- 
ket balls, lead, and gunpowder, which shall be 
imported into the United States from any foreign 
country, within the term of one year, and all sul- 
phur and saltpetre which shall be so imported 
within the term of two years from and after the 
passing of this act, shall be free of duty, anything 
in any former lawto the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, May 22, 1794. 
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An act to alter the time for the next annual meeting of | of the Treasury of the United States, and shall 


Congress. 
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bear an interest of three per centum per annum, 


Be it enacted &c., That, after the adjournment from and after the said last day of December, one 


of the present session, the annual meeting of Con- 


. | 
gress shall be on the first Monday in November 


next. , 
Approved, May 30, 1794. 





An act to continue in force the act for the relief of per- 
sons imprisoned for debt. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That the act entitled, “ An 
act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt,” 
be continued, and that the same be in force for 
the term of two years from the passing of this act, 
and from thence to the end of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer. 


Approved, May 30, 1794. 


An Act further extending the time for receiving on 
Loan the Domestic Debt of the United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the term for receiving 

on Loan that part of the Dormestie Debt of the 

United States which shall not have been subscribed 


thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
interest on the said balances, reported Ly the 
said Commissioners as aforesaid, which shall be 
funded, agreeably to the terms of the act, entitled 
“ An act to provide more effectually for the settle- 
ment of the accounts between the United States 
and the individual States,” together with the in- 
terest on the amount placed to the credit of an 
such State, for arrearages of interest on such bal- 
ances, agreeably to the terms of this act, be paid 
quarter-yearly, after the said last dav of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; 
that is to say: one-fourth part thereof on the last 
days of March, June, September, and December, 
respectively, in each year, at the offices of the 
Commissioners of Loans, within such States as 
shall be entitled to receive the same; the first 
payment to be made on the last day of March,one 





thousand seven hundred and ninety five: And for 
the payment of the said interest, so much of the 


in pursuance of the act entitled “ An act for ex-| duties arising, yearly, on imports and tonnage, 
tending the time for recelving on Loan that part from and after the last day of December, one thou- 
of the Domestic Debt of the United States which sand seven hundred and ninety-four, as may be 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-| ated, be, and the same is hereby, pledged and a 

three,” be, and the same is hereby further extended | propriated ; and that the faith of the United States 
from and after the last day of June ensuing, until | he, and the same is hereby. pledged to provide for 
the last day of December next, inclusively, on the | any deficiency that may happer by such additional 


same terms and conditions as are contained in the | and permanent funds as may be necessary therefor. 


act, entitled “An act making provision for the | 


Debt of the United States:” Provided, That the 
books for receiving the said subscriptions shall be 
opened only atthe Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That such of 
the creditors of the United States as have not 
subscribed and shall not subscribe to the said Loan, 
shall nevertheless receive, during the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four, a rate per 
centum on the amount of such of their demands, 
as have been registered or as shall be registered 
at the Treasury, conformably to the directions in 
the act, entitled “ An act making provision for the 
Debt of the United States,” equal to the interest 
which would be payable to them as subscribing 
creditors. 

Approved, May 30, 1794. 


An Act making provision for the payment of the inte- 
rest on the balances due to certain States, upon a 
final settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and the individual States.” | 


Be it enacted, §c., That interest upon the bal- 
ances reported to be due to certain States, by the 
Commissioners for settling accounts between the 
United States and individual States, be allowed, 
from the last day of December. one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, and to be computed 
to the last day of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-four, at the rate of four per 
centum per annum; and that the amount of such 
interest be placed to the credit of the State to 
which the same shall be found due, upon the books 
3d Con.—47 


Approved, May 31, 1794. 





An act to authorize the President of the United States 
to lay, regulate, and revoke Embargoes. 

Be it enacted, §&c. That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
empowered, whenever in his opinion the public 
safety shall so require, to lay an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the ports of the United States, 
or upon the ships and vessels of the United States, 
or the ships and vessels of any foreign nation, 
under such regulations as the circumstances of the 
case may require, and to continue or revoke the 
same, whenever he shall think proper; and the 
President is hereby fully authorized to give all 
such orders to the officers of the United States as 
may be necessary to carry the same into full 
effect: Provided, The authority aforesaid shall 
not be exercised while the Congress of the United 
States shall be in session. And any embargo which 
may be laid by the President, as aforesaid, shall 
cease and determine in fifteen days from the actual 
meeting of Congress next after laying the same. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue and be in force until fifteen days 
after the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, and no longer. 


Approved June 4, 1794. 





An Act providing for the payment of the second instal- 
ment due on a Loan made of the Bank of the United 
States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
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Acts of 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
empowered to apply two hundred thousand dollars 
of the proceeds of foreign Loans, heretofore trans- 
ferred to the United States, in payment of the 
second instalment due to the Bank of the United 
States, upon a Loan of the said Bank, made pur- 
suant to the eleventh section of the act for incor- 
porating the subscribers to the said Bank; and 
that the annual period for the payment of each 
instalment of the said Loan shall be deemed to be 
the last day of December in each year. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sufti- 
cient sum of the dividends which have accrued, 
orwhich shall hereafter accrue, on the stock owned 
by the United States, in the Bank of the United 
States, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
to the payment of the interest which has or shall 
become due on the Loans obtained as aforesaid. 

Approved, June 4, 1794. 





An Act for extending the benefit of a Drawback and 
terms of Credit, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Be it enacted, §c., That in all cases where the 
term allowed by law for the exportation of goods, 
wares, or merchandise, with the benefit of a draw- 
back of the duties thereupon, shall have expired 
after the last day of January last past, and previous 
to the last day of July next, there shall be allowed 
further time for the exportation, with the benefit 
aforesaid, until the said last day of July next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That on all 
bonds which may have been given for duties on 
coffee, sugar, and indigo, imported into the United 
States, and which shall be unpaid at the passing 
of this act all that time from the last day of Janu- 
ary last past to the last day of May instant, shall 
be considered as no part of the time allowed by 
law for the payment of the said duties, but the im- 
porter shall enjoy the same term of credit as if 
the said period had not intervened: Provided, 
That in every case where the extension of credit is 
claimed and granted under this act, new act bonds 
shall be given for the duties on which such credit 
is extended, with one or more sureties, to the satis- 
faction of the collector of the district. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in cases 
where the certificates and evidence now required 
by law for authorizing the payment of any draw- 
back or allowance on any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, exported since the first day of July, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, or which 
may be hereafter exported, are not and cannot be 
obtained, the exporter or exporters of such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall nevertheless be per- 
mitted to offer such other proof as to the delivery 
thereof, without the limits of the United States, as 
he or they may have, to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, who shall, if the same proof shall be 
satisfactory to him, direct the payment of the 
drawback or allowance: Provided, always, That 
in no ease shall a drawback be hereafter paid on 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, until the duties 
on the importation thereof shall have been first 
received. 


Approved, June 4, 1794. 
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An Act laying duties upon Carriages for the conveyance 
of persons. 


Be it enacted, §c., That there shall be levied. 
collected, and paid, upon all carriages for the con- 
veyance of persons, which shall be kept by or for 
any person, for his or her own use, or to be let out 
to hire, or for the conveying of passengers, the 
several duties and rates following, to wit: For and 
upon every coach, the yearly sum of ten dollars; for 
and upon every chariot, the yearly sum of eight 
dollars; for and upon every pheton and coachee. 
six dollars; for and upon every other four-wheel, 
and every two-wheel top-carriage. two dollars; 
and upon every other two-wheel carriage, one 
dollar: Provided, always, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to charge with a duty 
any carriage usually and chiefly employed in hus- 
bandry, or for the transporting or carrying ot 
goods, wares, merchandise, produce, or commodi- 
ties. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid shall be levied, collected, received, 
and accounted for, by and under the immediate 
direction of the supervisors and inspectors of the 
revenue, and other officers of inspection, subject 
to the superintendence, control, and direction of 
the Department of the Treasury, according to the 
authorities and duties of the respective officers 
thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
person having or keeping a carriage or carriages, 
which, by this act, is or are made subject to th: 
payment of duty, shall, within the month of Sep- 
tember, in each year, make entry of the same 
with the officer of inspection of the district, in 
which he or she shall reside, and pay the duty 
thereon ; and such entry shall be in writing, sub- 
scribed by the owner of such carriage or carriages, 
and shall describe each by its proper denomina- 
tion and number of wheels. And, for the purpose 
of receiving such entry and payment, it shall bx 
the duty of the supervisor of the district, or of 
some officer of inspection, to attend, within th 
month of September, in each year, at one of th 
most public and convenient places in each county. 
within their respective districts, and to give pub- 
lic notice, at least one month previous to such 
day, of the time and place of such attendance. 
And if any person, iaving or keeping a carriage 
or carriages, charged with a duty or duties by 
this act, shall neglect or omit to bring, or send, 
and deliver, such list thereof, at or within any 
monthly period aforesaid, in manner above men- 
tioned, or to pay the duty or duties thereupon 
payable, he or she shall, for every such neglect or 
omission, forfeit and pay a sum equal to the duty 
or duties payable upon the said carriage or car 
riages, in addition to the said duty or duties. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person having or keeping a carriage or carriages 
chargeable with any duty by this act, shall preter, 
to the mode of payment herein before directed, 
that of paying the amount of the duties by him o! 
her payable, upon demand of him or her made a‘ 
his or her usual place of habitation, it shall be a! 
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his or her option to make payment in manner last 
mentioned, upon the condition following, that is 
to say: that he or she, if having or keeping a car- 
riage or carriages, so liable to duty, on the first 
day of September next, shall, within the said 
month of Beptauiber, or, if beginning to have or 
keep such carriage or carriages, at any time after 
the said first day of September, shall, within 
thirty days after he or she shall so begin to have 
or keep such carriage or carriages, give notice 
thereof in writing, at the office of inspection near- 
est to his or her said place of habitation, by trans- 
mitting a list thereof, of the like kind and descrip- 
tion with that directed and described in the third 
section of this act, and expressing thereupon, that 
he or she doth elect to pay the yearly duty or du- 
ties payable upon the carriage or carriages therein 
mentioned, upon demand of him or her, at his or 
her said place of habitation, and upon this further 
condition, that he or she shall pay, upon such de- 
mand, in addition to the said duty or duties, a com- 
mission of one per centum upon the amount 
thereof, for the benefit of the officer or person by 
whom the said demand shall have been made. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall make such election, as aforesaid, 
shall pay, or cause to be paid yearly, and every 
year after the month of September, upon the call- 
ing for that purpose, at his or her said place of 
habitation, of any officer of inspection, or person 
thereunto authorized, the amount of duty or duties 
by him or her payable, upon the carriage or car- 
rilages, wicreof he or she shull have transmitted 
a list, as aforesaid, so long as he or she shall con- 
tinue to have or keep the same, and until he or 
she shall give notice in writing, at the office of 
inspection, to which the said list shall have been 
transmitted, that he or she hath sold, or otherwise 
assigned, or alienated, any carriage or carriages 
therein mentioned: in default of which payment, 
the duty or duties, and commission thereupon, in 
respect to which any such default shall be made. 
shall and may be sued for and recovered in any 
Court of the United States, or of either of them, 
or shall and may be levied, together with reason- 
able charges, by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattles of the person making such default. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person, by whom such election as aforesaid shall 
have been made, shall omit to notify, in manner 
herein before directed, any carriage or carriages 
liable to duty, by this act, which he or she shall, 
at any time, have or keep, he or she shall, in re- 
spect to such carriage or carriages, stand and be 
in the same predicament as persons by whom no 
such election shall have been made, and shall in- 
cur the like penalties and forfeitures, as such per- 
sons are by this act made liable to, for neglecting or 
omitting to bring, or send and deliver, true and 
exact lists of the carriages by them respectively 
had or kept, and paying the duties thereupon in 
manner herein directed. 

Sec. 7. Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, That it shall be, at any time, lawful for 
any such person, who shall have made any such 
election, as aforesaid, by notice in writing under 
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his or her hand, sent to and delivered at the same 
office of inspection, where the notice of such elec- 
tion shall have been given, to revoke the said 
election ; after which revocation, he or she shall 
stand, and be, as to all matters and things directed 
and prescribed by this act, in the same situation 
as if no such election had been made. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the su- 
pervisors of the revenue shall have power, from 
time to time, to examine upon oath or affirmation 
any Officers or persons employed under them in 
the collection and receipts of the duties aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall wilfully swear or affirm falsely, touch- 
ing any matter herein before required to be veri- 
fied by oath or affirmation, he or she shall suffer 
the pains and penalties which by law are pre- 
scribed for wilful and corrupt perjury; and, if an 
officer, shall forfeit his office, and be incapable of 
afterwards holding any office under the United 
States. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be in- 
curred pursuant to this act, shall be divided and 
distributed, one-half thereof to the use of the 
United States, and the other half thereof to the 
use of the person, who, if an officer of inspection, 
shall first discover, if not an officer of inspection, 
shall first give information of the cause, matter, 
or thing, whereby any of the said penalties or for- 
feitures shall have been incurred, and as well the 
duties hereby laid, as the said fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures, all or any of them, shall and may be 
sued for, and recovered, in any Court of the United 
States, or before any magistrate, or State Court, 
having competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue and be in force for and during 
the term cf two years, and from thence to the 
end of the next session of Congress and no longer. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act to authorize the President of the United States, 
during the recess of the present Congress, to cause 
to be purchased or built a number of vessels, to be 
equipped as galleys, or otherwise, in the service of 
the United States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
during the recess of the present Congress, if the 
same shall appear to him necessary for the pro- 
tection of the United States, to cause a number of 
vessels not exceeding ten, to be built or purchased, 
and to be fitted out, manned, armed, and equipped, 
as galleys, or otherwise, in the service of the Chit: 
ed States, the officers and men to be on the same 
pay and to receive the same subsistence as officers 
of the same rank and men are entitled to in the 
Navy of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers shall be appointed and commissioned by 
the President of the United States, and the said 
galleys or vessels be stationed in such parts of the 
United States as he may direct. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
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be appropriated for the purpose aforesaid, the sum 
of eighty thousand dollars, to be paid out of the 
proceeds of any revenues of the United States 
which now are, or hereafter, during the present 
session, shall be provided, not being otherwise ap- 
propriated. And that the President of the United 
States be authorized to take on loan of the Bank 
of the United States, or of any other body politic 
or corporate, person or persons, the said sum of 
eighty thousand dollars, to be reimbursed, princi- 
pal and interest, out of the said proceeds, appro- 
priated, as aforesaid, according to such contract or 
contracts which shall be made concerning the 
same. 
Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act authorizing a settlement of certain expenses of 
the Commissioners of Loans. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Commissioners of 
Loans in the several States shall be allowed, in 
the settlement of their accounts, such sums as 
shall appear to have been necessarily expended by 
them in the purchase of stationery for the use of 
their several offices, and also for the hire of clerks 
to assist in executing the duties of their respective 
offices, from and after the first day of March, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, until 
the last day of the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, inclusively. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a suffi- 
cient sum of the proceeds of the duties on imports 
and tonnage. not exceeding the sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars, be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated, to the payment of such of the expenses 
before mentioned as shall accrue during the pre- 
sent year and be allowed on settlement at the 
Treasury. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act laying duties on licenses for selling wines and 
foreign distilled spirituous liquors by retail. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That every person who shall 
deal in the selling of wines, to be carried or sent 
out of the house, building, or place of his or her 
dwelling, in a less quantity, or in less quantities, at 
one time, than thirty gallons, except in the original 
cask, case, box, or package, wherein the same shall 
have been imported, shall be deemed to be, and 
hereby is declared to be, a retail dealer in wines, 
within the meaning of this act; and that every 
person, who shall deal in the selling of any foreign 
distilled spirituous liquors, to be carried or sent out 
of the house. building, or place of his or her dwell- 
ing, in less quantities than twenty gallons, at one 
time, shall be deemed to be, and hereby is declared 
to be a retail dealer in foreign distilled spirituous 
liquors: Provided always, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to extend to persons, 
who, as keepers of taverns, inns, or houses of en- 
tertainment, duly licensed or authorized under any 
law of a State, shall vend or sell really and truly 
for consumption, within the houses, buildings, or 
premises, only, by them respectively occupied or 
kept, as taverns, inns, or other houses of entertain- 
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ment, wines or distilled spirituous liquors, in 
whatsoever quantity, nor to physicians, apotheca- 
ries, surgeons, or chemists, as to any Wines or spi- 
rituous liquors, which they may use in the prepa- 
ration or making up of medicines, for sick, lame, 
or diseased persons only. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
person, who, on the thirtieth day of September 
next, shall be a retail dealer in wines, or foreign 
distilled spirituous liquors, as above described and 
defined, both, or either of them, shall, before the 
said day, and every person, who, after the said day, 
shall become or intend to become such retail 
dealer in wines or foreign distilled spirituous |i- 
quors, both or either of them shall, before he oy 
she shall begin to vend or sell by retail, any wine 
or wines, : r foreign distilled spirituous liquors, ap- 
ply for and obtain, in manner hereinafter directed. 
a license for carrying on the business of retailing 
wines or foreign distilled spirituous liquors, as the 
case may be, that is to say ; one license for carry- 
ing on the business of retailing wines, and another 
license for carrying on the business of retailing 
foreign distilled spirituous liquors; which licenses 
respectively, shail be granted for the term of one 
year upon the payment of five dollars for each 
license ; and shall be renewed, yearly, upon the 
payment of the like sum of five dollars for each 
license. And if any person shall, after the said 
day, deal in selling of wines or foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors, by retail, as above described 
and defined, without having a license therefor, as 
aforesaid, continuing in foree, such person shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of fifty doilars, to be re- 
covered with costs of suit. And no such license 
sha!l be sufficient for the selling of wines or for- 
eign distilled spirituous liquors, by retail at more 
than one place; but any person, who by color of 
such license shall sell any wines or foreign dis- 
tilled spirituous liquors, at more than one place, 
shall be deemed to be, in respect to such of the 
said articles, as he or she shall so sell, at more 
than one place, a retail dealer therein without 
license, and shall forfeit and pay the like sum of 
fifty dollars, to be recovered with costs of suit. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Supervisors of the Revenue, 
within their respective districts, to grant licenses 
for carrying on the said businesses, respectively, 
of retailing wines and foreign distilled spirituous 
liquors, which licenses shall be marked or stamp- 
ed with a mark or stamp, denoting the sum of the 
duty thereupon ; and shall be signed by the Super- 
visor of the Revenue. who shall issue the same, or 
cause the same to be issued, and shall be granted 
to any person, who shall desire the same upon ap- 
plication made at any office of inspection, for that 
purpose, in writing, specifying the name of the 
person for whom a license is requested, and the 
place or premise’ where the business, for whicli 
the same is requested to be carried on, and also 
upon payment or tender to the officer thereof, oi 
the sum or duty payable by this act, upon each 
license requested. And to.the end that all per- 
sons carrying on or intending to carry on, both or 
either of the said businesses, may obtain with 
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ease and despatch the licenses, whereof they shall 
respectively stand in need, itis hereby made the 
duty of the respective Supervisors to prepare and 
furnish to the several Officers of Inspection acting 
under them, licenses signed by them with the pro- 

er marks and stamps in competent number, and 
with blanks for the names of the persons for 
whom they shall be requested, and the places or 
premises respectively where the business or busi- 
nesses for which they are requested, is or are to be 
earried on. And the Officer of Inspection io whom 
such application and payment, or tender as afore- 
said, shall be made, shall forthwith issue the license 
or licenses requested, having first filled the blanks 
therein, and countersigned the same: Provided 
always, That no license shall be granted to any 
person to sell wines or foreign distilled spirituous 
liquors, who is prohibited to sell the same by the 
laws of any State. ° 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid, shall be received, collected, account- 
ed for, and paid under and subject to the superin- 
tendence, control, and direction of the Department 
of the Treasury, according to the authorities and 
duties of the respective officers thereof. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all fines, 

penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be incurred 
by force of this act, shall and may be sued for and 
recovered, in the name of the United States, or of 
the Supervisor of the Revenue, within whose dis- 
trict any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shall 
have been incurred, by bill, plaint, or information, 
one moiety thereof to the use of the United States, 
and the other moiety thereof, to the use of the 
person, who, if an Officer of Inspection, shall first 
discover, if other than an Officer of Inspection, 
shall first inform of the cause, matter, or thing, 
whereby any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shall 
have been incurred, and where the cause of action 
or complaint shail arise or accrue more than fifty 
miles distant frorm the nearest place by law esta- 
blished for the holding of a District Court within 
the district in which the same shall arise or ac- 
crue, such suit and recovery may be had before 
any Court of the State holden within the said dis- 
trict having jurisdiction in like cases. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, 
and he is hereby empowered, to make such allow- 
ances for compensation to the Officers of Inspec- 
tion employed in the collection of the duties atore- 
said, and for incidental expenses, as he shall judge 
reasonable, not exceeding in the whole, two and a 
half per centum of the total amount of the said 
duties collected. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue and be in force for the term of two 
years, and from thence to the end of the then next 
session of Congress and no longer. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act making further provision for securing and 
collecting the duties on foreign and domestic distill- 


ed spirits, stills, wines, and teas. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, in order to facilitate 
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and secure the collection of the revenue on dis- 
tilled spirits, and stills, in such States as have 
been, or hereafter may be, erected, and in the 
Territories Northwest and South of the river 
Ohio, the President of the United States shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to 
form and erect such new districts and surveys, 
and to make such alterations in, and additions to, 
the several districts, and in and to the several sur- 
veys thereof, as, from time to time, shall appear 

in his judgment, expedient and necessary ; an 

that it shall also be lawful for the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
appoint such and so many supervisors, inspectors 
of surveys, and inspectors of ports, therein and 
therefor, as may be found necessary, and to as- 
sign to them compensations proportionate to those 
heretofore, or which may hereafter be, allowed to 
the officers of the revenue: Provided, That if 
the appointment of such supervisors and inspect- 
ors cannot be made during the present session of 
Congress, the President may, and he is hereby 
empowered to, make such appointments, during 
the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions. 
which will expire at the end of their next session. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all spi- 
rits which shall be distilled in the United States, 
in stills which shall not have been previously en- 
tered at some office of inspection, shall be hable, 
together with the stills or other vessels used in 
the distillation thereof, to seizure and forfeiture. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no 
drawback of the duty on distilled spirits, which 
shall be exported after the first day of July next, 
shall be allowed upon any quantity less than one 
hundred and fifty gallons. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful to import into the United States, 
in the same ship or vessel in which they were 
exported, any spirits distilled therein, which shall 
have been previously exported therefrom, on pay- 
ment of the duties on spirits of equal proof, dis- 
tilled in the United States, and of a sum equiva- 
lent to the duties established by law upon the raw 
materials, from whence they shall have been dis- 
tilled ; and all such importations shall be made, 
under the same regulations, and in such manner 
as is directed by law, in regard to the importation 
of foreign distilled spirits. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of July next, on the sale of 
any emptied cask, vessel, or package, which has 
been, or shall be, lawfully marked, as containing 
foreign or domestic distilled spirits, wines, or teas, 
and prior to the removal thereof, and to the de- 
livery of the same to the purchaser, the marks or 
numbers which shall or may have been made 
thereon, by any officer of inspection, or by an 
person employed or authorized by any such off 
cer. shall be defaced, cut off, or obliterated ; and 
if any such cask, vessel, or package, shall be sold, 
removed, delivered, or received, prior to such de- 
facing, cutting off, or obliterating being made, 
every person concerned in the purchase, sale, or 
delivery, shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty 
dollars. 
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Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all 
stills without heads, or other vessels that shall be 
used as stills in the distillation of ardent spirits, 
shall be duly entered by the owner or owners 
thereof, in the manner prescribed in and by the 
second section of the act, entitled “ An act con- 
cerning the duties on spirits distilled within the 
United States,” passed on the eighth day of May, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, un- 
der the penalty of two hundred and fifty dollars, 
to be recovered and distributed as other forfeit- 
ures under this act, and the act, entitled “ An act 
repealing, after the last day of June next, the du- 
ties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits imported 
from abroad, and laying others in their stead, and 
also upon spirits distilled within the United States, 
and for appropriating the same,” to which this 
is an amendment. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any 
person or persons, who shall counterieit the cer- 
tificates for, or the marks or numbers to be set 
upon, any cask, vessel, or package, containing 
wines, teas, or foreign or domestic distilled spirits, 
or upon stills, which the officers of inspection are 
or shall be authorized to make thereon, by and in 
pursuance of the laws concerning the same, or 
who shall fraudulently rub out or deface, prior to 
drawing off or emptying the contents, any marks 
or numbers set upon any cask or package of wine 
or tea, in pursuance of law, shall. for every such 
offence, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That every 
owner or worker of a licensed still, shall be re- 
quired to make oath or affirmation, previous to 
any renewal of his license, that he has not distill- 
ed therein, since the commencement of the term 
— in such license, excepting only during 
the term for which it shall have been granted. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
and may be lawful for the Judicial Courts of the 
several States, and of the Territory of the United 
States Northwest of the river Ohio, and of the 
Territory of the United States South of the river 
Ohio, to take cognizance of all and every suit and 
suits, action and actions, cause and causes, arising 
under or out of the laws for collecting a revenue 
upon spirits distilled in the United States, and 
upon stills, which may arise or accrue at a greater 
distance than fifty miles from the nearest place 
established by law for holding a District Court. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That, in 
case of the non-existence of an office of inspection 
in any county of the United States, every owner 
or possessor of a still shall make entry thereof in 
the manner required by the “ Act (or the eighth 
of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
two) concerning the duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States,” at some other office of 
inspection comprehended in the division or survey, 
in which the said still shall be; and that it shall 
and may be lawful for the President of the United 
States, to provide offices of inspection in special 
cases, provided the expense thereof shall not ex- 
ceed ten thousand dollars. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That every 
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rectifier of low wines, or other distilled spirits, and 
every distiller of cordials and strong waters there- 
from, shall enter at some office of eo opti all 
or any such low wines, or other distilled spirits, 
prior to the removal of them to his distillery o; 
rectifying house, and prior to his beginning the 
rectifying, improving, or altering the quality, fla- 
vor, or proof thereof, under the penalty of one 
hundred dollars for every cask of one hundred 
gallons, and in the same pruportions for every 
greater or less quantity. j 

See. 12. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall and may be lawful for the supervisors and in- 
spectors of the revenue, at their own expense, to 
appoint deputies to aid them in the execution of 
their duties, in cases of occasional and necessary 
absence, or of sickness, and not otherwise. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 

| President of the Umited States be anthorized to 
make such additional allowances, for the space o| 
one year, and from thence until the end of the 
next session of Congress, to the inspectors and 
collectors of revenue from distilled spirits, for their 
respéctive services subsequent to the thirtieth day 
of June next, as he shall deem reasonable and 
proper, so as that the additions to be made to the 
said allowances shall not exceed, in the whole, 
the sums heretofore allowed, by more than one- 
third. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of October next, no super- 
visor or inspector of the revenue of the United 
States, shall be concerned or interested in any 
foreign trade or commerce, in the goods or mer- 
chandise to which the duties of his office relate. or 
in the sale of any wines, distilled spirits, or teas ; 
and if any such supervisor or inspector shall be so 
concerned or interested, every such person shal! 
be disqualified from hoiding such appointment for 
the term of seven years, and shall, moreover, for- 
feitand pay a sum not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, for every mouth which he or they shall 
be so interested in such foreign trade, or in the 
sale of wines, distilled spirits, or teas. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That any 
proprietor of a still, the capacity of which does not 
exceed one hundred gallons, may be permitted to 
enter such still, for any term of time less than one 
year, and not less than one month, paying at the 
same rate as per month, any thing in any former 
law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That a per- 
sonal demand of the proprietor or proprietors of 
any still, of the duties due, or a notice in writing 
of the amount thereof left at his dwelling by the 
collector, shall have all the effect of a demand 
made, as required by the twenty-third section o! 
the act, entitled “ An act repealing after the last 
day of June next, the duties heretofore laid upon 
distilled spirits imported from abroad, and laying 
others in their stead ; and also upon spirits distill- 
ed within the United States, and for appropriating 
the same. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall have 
been incurred by force of any present or future 
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law of the United States for the laying, levying, 
and collecting of any duties or taxes, other than 
duties on goods, wares and merchandise imported, 
and on the tonnage of ships and vessels, shall and 
may be mitigated or remitted by the like ways and 
means, and upon and under the like conditions, re- 

ulations, and restrictions, as are contained, pre- 
scribed, authorized, and directed, in and by the 
act, entitled “ An act to provide for mitigating or 
remitting the forfeitures and penalties accruing 
under the revenue laws in certain cases therein 
mentioned,” touching fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures incurred or accruing in relation to the cases 
therein mentioned ; which act, and every clause, 
matter, and thing therein contained, shall be of 
like force and effect, for the mitigating or remit- 
ting of fines, penalties, and forfeiture, which shall 
have been incurred in reference to said other du- 
ties and taxes, as if the same were repeated and 
re-enacted, in the several and respective laws for 
laying, levying, and collecting the said other du- 
ties and taxes. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the 
Judicial Courts of the several States, to whom, by 
this act, a jurisdiction is given, shall and may ex- 
ercise all and every power in the cases cognizable 
before them, for the purpose of obtaining a miti- 

tion or remission of any fine, penalty, or for- 
eiture which may be exercised by the Judges of 
the District Courts in cases depending before them. 
The said State Courts first causing reasonable 
notice to be givey to the person or persons claim- 
ing such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, and to the at- 
torney, who may, under warrant from the attorney 
of the district, prosecute for the United States, in 
such Court, that each may have an opportunity of 
showing cause against the mitigation or remission 
thereof. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the 
act, entitled “ An act repealing after the last day 
of June next, the duties heretofore laid upon dis- 
tilled spirits imported from abroad, and laying 
others in their stead, and also upon spirits distilled 
within the United States, and for appropriating 
the same,” and the act, entitled “ An act concern- 
ing duties on spirits distilled in the United States,” 
shall extend to and be in full force for the recovery 
and distribution of the penalties and forfeitures 
herein contained, and generally for the execution 
of this act, as fully and effectually, as if every reg- 
ulation, restriction, penalty, provision, clause, mat- 
ter, and thing, therein contained, were inserted in 
and re-enacted by this present act, subject only 

to the alterations hereby made. 


Approved, June 5, 1794. 





not more than two thousand dollars, and shall be 
imprisoned not exceeding three years. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, enlist or enter 
himself or hire or retain another person to enlist 
or enter himself, or to go beyond the limits or ju- 
risdiction of the United States, with intent to be 
enlisted or entered in the service of any foreign 
Prince or State, as a soldier, or as a marine or 
seaman on board of any vessel of war, letter of 
marque, or privateer, every person so offending 
shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, 
and shall be fined not exceeding one thousand dol- 
lars,and be imprisoned not exceeding three years: 
Provided, That this shall not be construed to ex- 
tend to any subject or citizen of a foreign Prince 
or State who shall transiently be within the Unit- 
ed States, and shall, on board of any vessel of 
war, letter of marque, or privateer, which, at the 
time of its arrival within the United States, was 
fitted and equipped as such, enlist or enter himself, 
or hire or retain another subject or citizen of the 
same foreign Prince or State, who is transiently 
within the United States, to enlist or enter him- 
self to serve such Prince or State, on board such 
vessel of war, letter of marque, or privateer, if the 
United States shall then be at peace with such 
Prince or State: And provided further, That if 
any person so enlisted shall, within thirty days 
after such enlistment, voluntarily discover upon 
oath, to some justice of the peace or other civil 
magistrate, the person or persons by whom he 
was so enlisted, so as that he or they may be ap- 
prehended and convicted of the said offence, such 
person, so discovering the offender or offenders, 
shall be indemnified from the penalty prescribed 
by this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within any of the ports, 
harbors, bays, rivers, or other waters of the United 
States, fit out and arm, or attempt to fit out and 
arm, or procure to be fitted out and armed, or 
shall knowingly be concerned in the furnishing, 
fitting out, or arming of any ship or vessel, with 
intent that such ship or vessel shall be employed 
in the service of any foreign Prince or State, to 
cruise or commit hostilities upon the subjects, 
citizens, or property of another foreign Prince or 
State, with whom the United States are at peace, 
or shall issue or deliver a commission, within the 
territory or jurisdiction of the United States, for 
any ship or vessel, to the inteut that she may be 
employed as aforesaid, every such person so of- 
fending shall, upon conviction, be adjudged guilty 
of a high mfisdemeanor, and shall be fined and im- 
prisoned, at the diseretion of the Court in which 
the conviction shall be had, so as the fine to be 
imposed shall in no case be more than five thou- 
sand dollars, and the term of imprisonment shall 
not exceed three years; and every such ship or 
vessel, with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, to- 
gether with all materials, arms, ammunition, and 
stores, which may have been procured for the 
building or equipment thereof, shall be forfeited, 
ne-half to the use of any person who shall give 




















































An Act in addition to the act for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That if any citizen of the 
United States shall, within the territory or juris- 
diction of the same, accept and exercise a commis- 
sion to serve a foreign Prince or State, in war, b 
land or sea, the person so offending shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined, 
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information of the offence, and the other half to 
the use of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, increase or aug- 
ment, or procure to be increased or augmented, or 
shall be knowingly concerned in increasing or aug- 
menting, the force of any ship of war, cruiser, or 
other armed vessel, which, at the time of her arri- 
val within the United States, was a ship of war, 
cruiser, or armed vessel, in the service of 2 foreign 
Prince or State, or belonging to the subjects or 
citizens of such Prince or State, the same being 
at war with another foreign Prince or State, with 
whom the United States are at peace, by adding 
to the number or size of the guns of such vesse 
prepared for use, or by the addition thereto of we 
equipment solely applicable to war, every such 
person so offending shall, upon conviction, be ad- 
judged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined 
and imprisoned, at the discretion of the Court in 
which the conviction shall be had, so as that such 
fine shall not exceed one thousand dollars, nor the 
term of imprisonment be more than one year. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, if any person shall, within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States, begin or set on 
foot or provide or prepare the means for any mili- 
tary expedition or enterprise, to be carried on 
from thence against the territory or dominions of 
any foreign Prince or State, with whom the United 
States are at peace, every such person so offend- 
ing shall, upon conviction, be adjudged guilty of a 
high misdemeanor, and shall suffer fine and im- 
prisonment, at the discretion of the Court in which 
the conviction shall be had, so as that such fine 
shall not exceed three thousand dollars, nor the 
term of imprisonment be more than three years. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That the District Courts shall take cognizance of 
complaints, by whomsoever instituted, in cases of 
captures made within the waters of the United 
States, or within a marine league of the coasts or 
shores thereof. 

Sec.7. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That, in every case in which a vessel shall be fit- 
ted out and armed, or attempted so to be fitted out 
or. armed, or in which the force of any vessel of 
war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, shall be in- 
creased or augmented, or in which any military 
expedition or enterprise shall be begun or set on 
foot, contrary to the prohibitions and provisions of 
this act; and in every case of the capture of a 
ship or vessel within the jurisdiction or protection 
of the United States, as above defined, and in every 
case in which any process issuing out of any Court 
of the United States shall be disobeyed or resisted 
by any person or persons having the custody of 
any vessel of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, of 
any foreign Prince or State, or of the subjects or 
citizens of such Prince or State, in every such 
case it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, or such other person as he shall 
have empowered for that purpose, to employ such 
part of the land or naval forces of the United 
States. or of the militia thereof, as shall be judged 
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necessary, for the purpose of taking possession of, 
and detaining any such ship or vessel, with her 
prize or prizes, if any, in order to the execution of 
the prohibitions and penalties of this act, and to 
the restoring such prize or prizes, in the cases in 
which restoration shall have been adjudged, and 
also for the purpose of preventing the carrying on 
of any such expedition or enterprise from the ter- 
ritories of the United States against the territories 
or dominions of a foreign Prince or State, with 
whom the United States are at peace. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted and declared, 
That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, or such other person as he shall have 
empowered for that purpose, to employ such part 
of the land or naval forces of the United States, or 
of the militia thereof, as shall ‘be necessary, to 
compel any foreign ship or vessel to depart the 
United States, in all cases in which, by the laws 
of nations or the treaties of the United States, they 
ought not to remain within the United States. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in the foregoing act shall be construed to prevent 
the prosecution or punishment of treason, or any 
piracy, defined by a treaty or other law of the 
United States. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue and be in force for and during the 
term of two years, and from thence to the end of 
the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, June 5, 1794. 





An Act laying certain duties upon Snuff and Refined 
Sugar. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the 
thirtieth day of September next, there be levied, 
collected, and paid, upon all snuff, which, after 
that day, shall be manufactured tor sale within 
the United States, at ary manufactory, for every 
pound of snuff, eight cents. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the said thirtieth day of September 
next, there be levied, collected, and paid, upon all 
sugar which shall be refined within the United 
States, a duty of two cents per pound. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid shall be levied, collected, and ac- 
counted for, by the same officers as are provided 
by the act, entitled “An act repealing, after the 
last day of June next, the duties heretofore laid 
upon distilled spirits imported from abroad, and 
laying others in their stead, and also upon spirits 
distilled within the United. States, and for appro- 
priating the same;” subject to the superinten- 
dence and control of the Department of the Trea- 
sury, according to the respective authorities and 
duties of the officers thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every 
manufacturer of snuff, who shall be such, pre- 
vious to, and on the thirtieth day of September 
next, shall, on the said day, and every manufac- 
turer of snuff, who shall be, and become such, 
after the said day, shall, twenty days, at the least, 
previous to commencing the business or trade of 
manufacturing snuff for sale, make true and ex- 
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act entry and report in writing, at the office of 
inspection, which shall be nearest to the house or 
building where he or she shall carry on, or intend 
to carry on the business or trade aforesaid, of 
every house or building where such business or 
trade shall be by him or her carried on, or in- 
tended so to be, and of every mill, specifying the 
number of mortars to’each, which he or she shall 
have or keep therein, for the performing of any 
process, Operation, matter, or thing, in, or about 
the manufacturing of snuff, and shall also give 
bond in the sum of five thousand dollars, with 
condition, that he or she shall, and will, from day 
to day, enter in a book, or on a paper to be kept | 
for that purpose, all snuff, which he or she shall | 
manufacture, or cause to be manufactured, and of 
the quantities, from day to day, by him or her 
sent out, or caused to be sent out or the house or 
building, where the same shall have been manu- 
factured ; and shall and will, on the first day of 
January, April, July, and October, in each year, 
render a just and true account of all the snull, | 
which he or she shall have manufactured or 
made, and sent out, or caused or procured to be 
manufactured, or made and sent out, first from 
the time of his or her entry and report aforesaid, | 
until the day which shall first ensue, of the days 
| 


» 





abovementioned for the rendering of such ac- 
count, and thenceforth, suecessively, from the 
time when such account ought to have been, and 
up to which, it shall have been last rendered, un- 
til the day next thereafter, of the days above- 
mentioned for the rendering of such account; pro- 
ducing therewith the original book or paper, 
whereon the entries, from day to day, to be made, 
as aforesaid, have been made, and shall, at the 
time of rendering each account, pay or secure 
the duties, which, by this act, ought to be paid 
upon the snuff, in the said account mentioned and 
stated: And if any such manufacturer shall omit 
to make any such entry or report, or to give any 
such bond as is hereinbefore directed, he or she 
shall forfeit and lose every mill, together with the 
mortars and other utensils thereto belonging, 
which he or she shall have or keep, for the per- | 
forming of any process, matter, or thing, in, or | 
about the manufacturing of snuff, and shall also 
forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars, 
to be recovered with costs of suit. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
refiner of sugar, who shall be such, immediately 
before, and on the thirtieth day of September 
next, shall, on the said day, and every refiner of 
sugar, who shall be, and become such, after the 
said day, shall, twenty days, at the least, previous 
to commencing the business of refining sugar, 
make true and exact entry and report in writing, 
at the office of inspection, which shall be nearest 
to the house or building, where he or she shall 
carry on, or intend to carry on, the said business, 
of every house or building, where such business 
shall be by him or her carried on, or intended so 
to be, and of every pan or boiler, together with the 
capacity of each, which he or she shall have, or 
employ, for the purpose of refining sugar, and shal] 
also give bond in the sum of five thousand dol- 
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lars, with condition, that he or she shall and will 
enter or cause to be entered, in a book or paper, 
to be kept for that purpose, all sugar, which he 
or she shall refine, or cause to be refined, and of 
the quantities, from day to day, by him or her 
sent out, or caused to be sent out of the house or 
building, where the same shall have been refined, 
and shall, on the first day of January, April, July, 
and October, in each year, render a just and true 
account of all the refined sugar, which he or she 
shall have sent out, or caused cr procured to be 
sent out, from the first time of his or her entry 

and report aforesaid, until the day, which shall 
first ensue, of the days abovementioned, for the 
rendering of such account; and thenceforth, suc- 
cessively, from the time when such account ought 
to have been, and up to which it shall have been 
last rendered, until the day next thereafter of the 
days above mentioned for the rendering of such 
account, producing and showing therewith, the 
original book or paper, whereon the entries, from 
day to day, to be made as aforesaid, have been 
made; and he or she shall, at the time of render- 
ing each account, pay or secure the duties. which 
by this act ought to be paid upon the refined su- 
gar in the said account mentioned. And if any 
such refiner sh»! U.nit to make any such entry or 
report, he or sne shall forfeit, and lose every pan 
or boiler which he or she shall have, and use, for 
the purpose of refining sugar, and shall also for- 
feit the sum of five hundred dollars, to be recov- 
ered with costs of suit. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That every 
such manufacturer of snuff shall, yearly, beimg 
thereunto required by an officer of inspection, 
make oath or affirmation, according to the best of 
his or her knowledge and belief, that the ac- 
counts which have been by him or her rendered, 
of the quantities of snuff by him or her manu- 
factured or made, and sent out, or caused or pro- 
cured to be manufactured or made, and sent out, 
have been, and are, just and true. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
refiner of sugar shall, yearly, being thereunto re- 
quired by an officer of inspection, make oath or 
affirmation, according to the best of his or her 
knowledge and belief, that the accounts which 
have been by him or her rendered, of the quanti- 
ties of refined sugar by him or her sent out of the 
house or building, where the same shall have 
been manufactured, or procured, or caused so to 
ye sent out, have been just and true. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall knowingly, and with design, falsely 
swear or affirm, touching any of the matters 
herein before required to be verified by oath or 
affirmation, he or she shall be deemed guilty of 
wilful and corrupt perjury. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That every 
manufacturer of snuff and every refiner of sugar, 
shall, at each time of rendering an account, as 
herein before required, make a true and particular 
report of the engines, implements, and utensils, of 
the several descriptions herein before mentioned, 
which he or she, at any time since that of render- 
ing his or her last account. hath used or kept, and 
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shall then have, use, or keep, for carrying on his 
or her trade or business, on pain of forfeiting, for 
each and every neglect or omission, all such en- 
gines, implements, and utensils, together with the 
sum of five hundred dollars, to be recovered with 
costs of suit. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all 
snuff and refined sugar, which shall have been 
manufactured or made within the United States, 
in manner aforesaid, after the said thirtieth day 
of September next, whereof the duties aforesaid 
have not been duly paid or secured, according to 
the true intent and meaning of this act, shall, 
on default being made in the paying or securing 
of the said duties, be forfeited, and shall and may 
be seized, as forfeited, by any officer of the in- 
spection or of the customs. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for every such manufacturer of 
snuff, or retiner of sugar, at his or her option, 
either to pay, upon the rendering of his or her 
account, as aforesaid, the duties which shall 
thereby appear to be due and payable, with a de- 
duction or abatement of six per cent for prompt 
payment, or to give bond, with one or more sure- 
ties, to the satisfaction of the officer of inspection, 
to whom such account shall be rendered, for the 
payment of the said duties at the expiration of 
nine months thereafter: Provided, That no per- 
son, whose bond for any of the said duties shall 
remain unpaid, beyond the term allowed for the 
payment thereof, shall be entitled to future credit 
for any of the said duties, so long as such bond 
shall remain unpaid. 

Szc. 12. And be tt further enacted, That, from 
and after the said thirtieth day of September 
next, there shall be levied, collected, and paid (in 
addition to the duties now payable thereupon) 
upon all manufactured tobacco or snuff, and upon 
all refined sugar, which, after the said day, shall be 
imported into the United States, from any foreign 
port or place, the following rates and duties, to wit: 

Upon tobacco, four cents per pound. 

Upon snuff, twelve cents per pound. 

aan refined sugar, four cents per pound. 

hich duties shall be collected in the same 
manner, by the same officers, under the like regu- 
lations, and subject to the like pains, penalties, 
and forfeitures, as now are collected the duties 
heretofore laid upon the said articles respectively; 
the act and acts concerning which are hereby de- 
clared to be, and shall be in as full force, for the 
collection of the additional duties hereby paid, as 
if the said act and acts were herein particularly 
recited and repeated. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the thirty-first day of December next, 
no refined loaf or lump sugar shall be imported 
into the United States, from any foreign port or 


place, except in ships or vessels of the burden of 


one hundred and twenty tons and upwards, and 
in casks or packages containing, each, not less 
than six hundred pounds, on pain of forfeiting 
the said ships or vessels, and the loaf and lump 
sugar imported therein, except in such casks or 
packages as aforesaid. 
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Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, from 


and after the thirtieth day of September next, no 
drawback of the duties from any manufactured 
tobacco, or snuff, or refined sugar, shall have been 
imported into the United States from any foreign 
pre or place, shall be allowed, but the duties 


ereby laid upon snuff manufactured within th 


United States, and sugar refined within the same, 
shall and may be drawn back upon all such of th; 
said snuff manufactured within the United States 
and upon all such of the said sugar refined with- 
in the United States, after the said thirtieth day 
of September next, which, after the said day, 
shall 
foreign port or place: and adding to the draw- 
back upon sugar so exported, three cents per 
pound, on account of duties paid upon the import- 
ation of raw sugar. 
back shall be allowed on the exportation of either 
of the said articles in any instance where th 
same shall amount to less than twelve dollars. 


e exported from the United States to any 


Provided, 'That no draw- 


Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That, in or- 


der to entitle the exporter or exporters to the 
benefit of the said ‘levemdes, he, she, or they 
shall, previous to the putting or lading any of the 
said snuff or refined sugar on board of any ship 
or vessel for exportation, give six hours notice at 
the least, to the proper officer of inspection of th: 


yort from which the said snuff or sugar shall be 


intended to be exported, of his, her, or their inten- 
tion to export the same, and of the number oi 
packages containing the same, and the respective 


marks thereof, and the place or places where de- 
posited, and of the place to which, and ship or 


vessel in which they or either of them shall be 
so intended to be exported. 
be the duty of the said officer to inspect, by him- 
self or deputy, the packages so notified for export- 


Whereupon, it shal! 


ation, and the same, after such inspection, shall 
be laden on board the same ship or vessel, of whic! 
notice shall have been given, and in the presence 
of the same officer or his deputy, who shall have 
inspected the same; which officer, after the sam 
shall have been so laden on board, shall certify to 
the Collector of the District, the quantity and 
particulars of the article or articles so laden for 
exportation. 

Sec. 16. Provided nevertheless, and be i 


further enacted, That the said allowance shall 


not be made, unless the said exporter or exporters 
shall make oath or affirmation, that the said snutf 
or sugar so noticed for exportation and laden on 
board such ship or vessel, are truly intended to be 
exported to the place, whereof notice shall have 
been given, and are not intended to be relanded 
within the United States, and that he or she 
doth verily believe that the duties thereupon 
charged by this act, have been duly paid or se- 
cured to be paid; and shall also give bond to the 
Collector, with two sureties, one of whom shall 
be the master, or other person having the com- 
mand or charge of the ship or vessel in which 
the said snuff or sugar shall be intended to be ex 
orted ; the other, such sufficient person as shal 
i approved by the said Collector, in the ful 
value, in the judgment of the said Collector, 0; 
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the said snuff or sugar so intended to be exported, 
with condition that the said snuff or sugar (the 
dangers of the seas and enemies excepted) shall 
be really and truly exported to, and landed in, some 

ort or place without the limits of the United 
tates, and that the said snuff or sugar shall not 
be unshipped from on board of the said ship or 
vessel, whereupon the same shall have been laden 
for exportation, within the said limits, or any 
ports or harbors of the United States, or relanded 
in any other part of the same, (shipwreck or 
other unavoidable accident excepted.) 

Sec. 17. Provided also, and be it further enact- 
ed, That the said allowance shall not be paid un- 
til nine months after the said snuff or sugar shall 
have been so exported: And provided also, That 
whenever the owner of any ship or vessel, on 
board of which, any such snuff or sugar are laden 
for exportation, shall make known to the Col- 
lector, previous to the departure of such ship or 
vessel from the port where such snuff or sugar 
are laden, that such ship or vessel is not going 
to proceed on the voyage intended, or the voyage 
is altered, it shall be lawful for the Collector to 
grant a permit for relanding the same. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That if an 
of the said snuff or sugar, after the same s all 
have been shipped for exportation, shall be un- 
yg for any purpose whatever, either within 
the limits of any part of the United States, or 
within four leagues of the coast thereof, or shall 
be relanded within the United States, from on 
board the ship or vessel, wherein the same shall 
have been laden for exportation, unless the voy- 
age shall not be proceeded on, or shall be altered 
as aforesaid, or unless in case of necessity or dis- 
tress, to save the ship and goods from perishing, 
which shall be immediately made known to the 
principal officer of the customs, residing at the 
port nearest to which such ship or vessel shall be, 
at the time such necessity or distress shall arise, 
then not only the snuff or sugar so unshipped, to- 
gether with the casks, vessels, and cases contain- 
ing the same, but also the ship or vessel, in, or on 
board which, the same shall have been so shipped 
or laden, together with the guns, furniture, am- 
munition, tackle and apparel, and also the ship, 
vessel, or boat, into which the said snuff or sugar 
shall be unshipped or put, after the unshipping 
thereof, together with her guns, furniture, ammu- 
nition, tackle, and apparel, shall be forfeited, and 
may be seized by any officer of the customs or of 
inspection. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the 
bonds to be given, as aforesaid, shall, and may be 
discharged, by producing, within one year from 
the respective dates thereof (if the same shall be 
shipped to any part of Europe or America, and 
within two years, if shipped to any part of Asia 
or Africa; and if the delivery of the snuff or 
sugar, in respect to which the same shall have 
been given, be at any place, where a consul or 
other agent of the United States resides) a cer- 
tificate of such consul or agent, or if there be no 
consul or agent, then a certificate of any two 
known and reputable American merchants resid- 
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ing at the said place; and if there be not two 
such merchants residing at the said place, then a 
certificate of any two reputable merchants testi- 
fying the delivery of the said snuff or sugar, at 
the said place. Which certificate shall, in each 
case, be confirmed by the oath or affirmation of 
the master and mate, or other like officer of the 
vessel in which the said snuff or sugar shall have 
been exported ; and when such certificate shall be 
from any other than a consul or agent, or mer- 
chants of the United States, it shall be a part of 
the said oath or affirmation, that there were not, 
upon diligent inquiry, to be found two merchants 
of the United States at the said place: Provided 
always, That in case of death, the oath or affirm- 
ation of the party dying shall not be deemed 
necessary: And provided further, That the said 
oath or affirmation, taken before the chief civil 
magistrate of the place of the said delivery, and 
certified under his hand and seal, shall be of the 
same validity as if taken before a person qualified 
to administer oaths within the United States; or 
such bonds shall and may be discharged, upon 
proof that the snuff or sugar so exported, were 
taken by enemies, or perished in the sea, or de- 
stroyed by fire: The examination and proof of 
the same being left to the judgment of the col- 
lector of the customs, naval officer, and chief 
officer of inspection, or any two of them, of the 
place from which such snuff or sugar shall have 
been exported. And in cases where the certifi- 
cates herein directed cannot be obtained, the ex- 
porter or exporters of such snuff or sugar shall 
nevertheless be permitted to offer such other proof 
as to the delivery of the said snuff or sugar, with- 
out the limits of the United States, as he or they 
may have; and if the same shall be deemed sufh- 
cient by the said Collector, he shall allow the 
same, except when the drawback to be allowed 
shall amount to one hundred dollars or upwards: 
In all which cases, the proofs aforesaid shall be 
referred to the Comptroller of the Treasury, 
whose decision thereon shall be final. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful to export, directly, from any manu- 
factory of snuff, or of refined sugar, to any foreign 
port or place, any snuff or refined sugar which 
shall have been manufactured at such manufacto- 
ry, after the said thirtieth day of September next, 
free trom duty: Provided, That the same pro- 
ceedings be had, in all respects, in order thereto, 
which are herein before prescribed, in order to 
the obtaining the benefit of the drawbacks of the 
duties which have been paid, or secured, upon 
any snuff or sugar exported to a foreign port or 

lace. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That all 
penalties and fcrfeitures which shall be incurred 
pursuant to this act, shall be divided and distribu- 
ted, one-half thereof to the use of the United 
States, and the other half thereof to the use of 
the person who, if an officer of inspection, shall 
first discover, or if not an officer of inspection, 
shall first give information of the cause, matter, 
or thing, whereby any of the said penalties or for- 
feitures shall have been incurred. . 
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Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That this 

act shall continue and be in force for the term of 

two years, and from thence till the end of the 

next session of Congress, and no longer. 
Approved, June 5, 1794. 


An Act in addition to the “Act for making further 
and more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States.” 


Be it enacted, §c. That if any commissioned 
officer in the troops of the United States shall, 
while in the service of the United States, die, by 
reason of wounds received in actual service of the 
United States. and shall leave a widow, or, if no 
widow, shall leave a child or children, under age, 
such widow, or, if no widow, such child or chil- 
dren, shall be entitled to, and receive the half of 
the monthly pay, to which the deceased was enti- 
tled, at the time of his death, for and during the 
term of five years: And in case of the death or 
intermarriage of such widow, before the expiration 
of the said term of five years, the half pay, for the 
remainder of the term, shall go to the child or 
children of such deceased officer, while under the 
age of sixteen years; and, in like manner, the 
allowance to the child or children of such deceased, 
where there is no widow, shall be paid no longer 
than while there is a child or children under the 
age aforesaid: Provided, That no greater sum 
shall be allowed, in any case, to the widow, or to 
the child or children of any officer, than the half 
pay of a lieutenant-colonel. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Army be in future paid in such manner that the 
arrears shall at no time exceed two months. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That to such 
of the troops as are or may be employed on the 
frontiers, and under such special circumstances as, 
in the opinion of the President of the United 
States, may require an augmentation of some parts 
of thir rations, the President be authorized to 
direct such augmentation as he may judge neces- 
sary, not exceeding four ounces of bread, two 
ounces of flour, and half a gill of rum or whiskey, 
in addition to each ration, and half a pint of salt 
to one hundred rations. 

Approved, June 7, 1794. 


An Act to continue in force, for a limited time, the act 
supplementary to the act for the establishment and 
support of Light-houses, Beacons, Buoys, and Public 
Piers. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the act, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to the act for the establishment 
and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers,” be, and the same is hereby, continued 
in force, until the first day of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five, so far as the same 
provides for defraying the necessary expense of 
supporting light-houses, beacons, huoys, and public 
piers, and the stakeage of channels on the sea- 
coast. 


Approved, June 7, 1794. 
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n Act laying additional Duties on Goods, Wares, and 

Merchandise, imported into the United States. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That, from and after the last 
day of June, instant, there shall be levied, collect- 
ed, and paid, upon the following articles, imported 
into the United States, in ships or vessels of the 
United States, the several duties hereinafter men- 
tioned, over and above the duties now payable by 
law, viz: 

On coffee, clayed or lump sugar, per pound, one 
cent. 

On cocoa, per pound, two cents. 

On cheese, per pound, three cents. 

On boots, per pair, twenty-five cents. 

On shoes and slippers for men and women, and 
on clogs and goloshoes, per pair, five cents. 

On shoes and slippers for children, per pair, 
three cents. 

On coal, per bushel, one half a cent. 

On millinery, ready made, artificial flowers, 
feathers, and other ornaments for women’s head- 
dresses, and on dolls, dressed and undressed, 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On cast, slit, and rolled iron, and generally on 
all manufactures cf iron, steel, tin, pewter, copper, 
brass, or of which either of those metals is the ar- 
ticle of chief value, not being otherwise particu- 
larly enamerated, (brass and iron wire, locks, 
hinges, hoes, anvils, and vices, excepted,) 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On carpets and carpeting, 5 percent. ad valorem. 

On leather, tanned or tawed, and generally all 
manufactures of leather, or of which leather is the 
article of chief value, not otherwise particularly 
enumerated, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On medicinal drugs, except those commonly 
used in dying, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On mats and floor cloths, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On hats, caps, and bonnets, of every sort, 5 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

On gloves, mittens, stockings, fans, buttons, and 
buckles, of every kind, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On sheathing and cartridge paper, 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

On all powders, pastes, ball, balsams, oiniments, 
oils, waters, washes, tinctures, essences, or other 
preparations or compositions, commonly called 
sweet scents, or odors, perfumes, er cosmetics, and 
on all dentifrice, powders, or preparations, for the 
teeth or gumis, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On gold, silver, or plated wares, gold and silver 
lace, jewelry, and paste work, clocks and watches, 
and the parts of either, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On groceries, to wit: cinnamon, cloves, mace, 
nutmegs, ginger, aniseed, currants, dates, prunes, 
raisins, sugar-candy, oranges, lemons, limes, and 
generally all fruits and comfits, olives, capers. 
pickles of ae sort, oil, and mustard in flour, 5 
per cent. ad valorem. 

On all marble, slate, or other stone, on bricks, 
tiles, tables, mertars, and other stone, and gene- 
rally on all glass, except window glass, and on all 
stone and earthen ware, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On cabinet wares, and all manufactures of wood, 
or of which wood is the material of chief value, 5 
per cent. ad valorem. 
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On all manufactures of cotton or linen, or of mus- 
lins of cotton and linen, or of which cotton or linen 
is the material of chief value, being printed, stain- 
ed, or colored, 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

On carriages, and parts of carriages, 44 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That after 
the said last day of June, instant, there shall be 
laid, levied, and collected, in addition to the pre- 
sent duty thereupon, a duty of two and a half per 
cent.ad valorem upon all goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, which, if imported in ships or vessels of 
the United States, are now chargeable, by law, 
with a duty of seven and a half per cent. ad valo- 
rem. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
fourth section of the act, entitled “ An act for rais- 
ing a further sum of money for the protection of 
the frontiers, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned,” whereby an additional duty of two and a 
half per cent. ad valorem, was laid upon certain 
goods, wares, and merchandise, be, and the same 
is hereby, continued in force, until the first day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That an 
addition of ten per centum shall be made to the 
several rates of duties, above specified and im- 
posed, in respect to all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, which, after the said last day of June, instant, 
shall be imported in ships or vessels not of the 
United States. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all | 


duties, which shall be paid, or secured to be paid, 
by virtue of this act, shall be returned or dis- 
charged, in respect to all such goods, wares, or 
merchandise, whereupon they shall have been so 
paid, or secured to be paid, as within twelve cal- 
endar months after payment made or security 
given, shall be exported to any foreign port or place, 
except one per centum on the amount of the said 
duties, which shall be retained. as an indemnifica- 
tion for whatever expense may have accrued con- 
cerning the same. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the act, 
entitled “ An act to provide more effectually for 
the collection of the duties imposed by law on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 

nited States, and on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
sels,” shall extend to, and be in full foree for the 
collection of the duties specified and laid in and 
by this act, and generally for the execution there- 
of, as fully and effectually as if every regulation, 
restriction, penalty, provision, clause, matter, and 
thing, therein contained, had been herein re-insert- 
ed and re-enacted. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act shall be construed to extend to, or affect 
the act, entitled “ An act prohibiting for a limited 
time the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
and encouraging the importation of the same.” 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force until the first day of Janu- 
ary, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, 
and no longer. 

Approved, June 7, 1794. 
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An Act concerning Invalids. 
Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
War Department be, and he is hereby directed, to 
place upon the list of invalid pensioners of the 
United States all persons who have been returned 
as such by the Judges of the several Districts, un- 
der the act of Congress of the tweuty-eighth of 
February, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, entitled “An act to regulate the claims 
to invalid pensions, and who, by legal proofs, are 
by him found to come clearly within the provi- 
sions of the said act, and are reported as having 
complete evidence of their claims in the report of 
the said Secretary upon that subject, made to 
Congress the twenty-fifth day of April, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four ; and all per- 
sons placed, by virtue of this act, on the list of in- 
valid pensioners, shall receive such sums as the 
returns of the District Judges have respectively 
specified, and be paid in the same manner as In- 
valid pensioners are paid, who have been hereto- 
fore placed on the list: Provided, That every 
commissioned officer who shall, by virtue of this 
act, be placed on the pension list as entitled to a 
sum less than a full pension, shall receive such 
pension only upon compliance with the same rule 
respecting a return of the commutation which he 
may have received, as is provided for in the case 
of Captain David Cook, by an act of Congress, 
passed December the sixteenth, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-one. 
Approved, June 7, 1794. 


An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to 
promote the progress of Useful Arts.” 

Be it enacted, &c., That all suits, actions, pro- 
cess, and proceedings, heretofore had in any Dis- 
trict Court of the United States, under an act 
passed the tenth day of April, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety, entitled “An 
act to promote the progress of Useful Arts,” 
which may have been set aside, suspended, or 
abated, by reason of the repeal of the said act, 
may be restored, at the instance of the plaintiff or 
defendant. within one year from and after the 
passing of this act, in the said Courts, to the same 
situation in which they may have been when 
they were so set aside, suspended, or abated ; and 
that the parties to the said suits, actions, process, - 
or proceedings, be, and are hereby entitled to pro- 
ceed in such cases as if no such repeal of the act 
aforesaid had taken place: Provided always, 
That, before any order or proceeding, other than 
that for continuing the same suits, after the rein- 
stating thereof, shall be entered or had, the de- 
fendant or plaintiff, as the case may be, against 
whom the same mav have been reinstated, shall 
be brought into Court by summons, attachment, 
or such other proceeding, as is used in other cases 
for compelling the appearance of a party. 

Approved, June 7, 1794. 





An Act to amend the act, entitled “ An act to enable 
the Officers and Soldiers of the Virginia Line on 
Continental Establishment to obtain titles to certain 
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lands lying northwest of the river Ohio, between the 

Little Miami and Sciota. 

Be it enacted, §c., That alland every officer and 
soldier of the Virginia line on Continental Estab- 
lishment, his or their heirs or assigns, entitled to 
bounty lands on the Northwest side of the river 
Ohio, between the Sciota and Little Miami rivers, 
by the laws of the State of Virginia, and included 
in the terms of cession of the said State to the 
United States, shall, on producing the warrant, or 
a certified copy thereof, and a certificate, under 
the seal of the office where the said warrants are 
legally kept, that the same or a part thereof re- 
mains unsatisfied, and, on producing the survey, 
agreeably to the laws of Virginia, for the tract or 
tracts to which he or they may be entitled, as 
aforesaid, to the Secretary of the Department of 
War, such officer and soldier, his or their heirs or 
assigns, shall be entitled to and receive a patent 
for the same from the President of the United 
States; any thing in any former law to the contrary 
notwithstanding: Provided, That no letters patent 
shall be issued for a greater quantity of sae than 
shall appear to remain due on such warrant; and 
that before the seal of the United States shall be 
affixed to such letters patent, the Secretary of the 
Department of War shall have endorsed thereon 
that the grantee therein named, or the person under 
whom he claims, was originally entitled to such 
bounty lands; and every such letters patent shall 
be countersigned by the Secretary of State, and a 
minute of the date thereof and the name of the 
grantee shall be entered of record in his office, in 
a book to be specially provided for that purpose. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 





An Act declaring the consent of Congress to an act of 
the State of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth of 
December, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, for the appointment of a Health Officer. 


Beit enacted, §c., That the consent of Congress 
be, and is hereby granted and declared to the ope- 
ration of an act of the General Assembly of Ma- 
ryland, passed the twenty-eighth of December, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, en- 
titled “ An act to appoint a Health Officer for the 
port of Baltimore, in Baltimore county,” so far as 
to enable the State aforesaid to collect a duty of 
one cent per ton on all vessels coming into the 
district of Baltimore from a foreign voyage, for 
the purposes in the said act intended. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force to the end of the next ses- 
sion of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 





An Act making appropriations for certain purposes 
therein expressed. 


Be it enacted, §c., That there be appropriated 
for the several purposes hereinafter specified, the 
respective sums following, to wit: To defray the 
expenses which shall be incurred pursuant to the 
act, entitled “An act to provide a naval arma- 
ment,” six hundred and eighty-eight thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-eight dollars and eighty-two 
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cents; in addition to the sum heretofore granted 
for the erection of fortifications for the protection 
of ports and harbors, thirty thousand dollars ; for 
the payment of a sum granted to Lieutenant Co- 
ioeal tomenid in lieu of his pension for life, three 
thousand six hundred dollars; for the payment of 
the salary allowed to the officer who shall be ap- 
pointed to superintend the receiving, safe-keep- 
ing, and distribution of the military stores of the 
United States, pursuant to the act of the second 
of April last, eight hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars; for the salary of an additional clerk and of: 
fice rent in the Department of State, four hun- 
dred and eighty-four dollars and seventy-eight 
cents; for the paymentand subsistence of Captain 
John Inglis, of the North Carolina line, one hun- 
dred and eighi dollars and ninety-one cents ; to 
defray the further contingent expenses of the 
House of Representatives, authorized during the 
present session, one thousand dollars; for the ser- 
vice of the War Department, in addition to the 
sums heretofore appropriated, the sums following 
to wit: to defray the expense of a corps of Artil- 
lerists and Engineers, established during the pre- 
sent session, sixty-six thousand four hundred and 
twenty-nine dollars and eighty-seven cents; for 
the further protection and defence of the South- 
western frontier, two hundred thousand dollars ; 
for the purposes of the act directing a detachment 
from the Militia of the United States, two hun- 
dred thousand dollars ; for the equipment of gal- 
levs or other vessels, pursuant to an act of the pre- 
sent session, eighty thousand dollars; for the ex- 
pense of additional clerk-hire in the Departmeu 
of War, seven hundred and fifty dollars; for de- 
fraying the contingent expenses of Government, 
to be applied under the direction of the President 
of the United States, according to the regulations 
and provisions provided in respect of a sum of 
ten thousand dollars heretofore appropriated for 
the like purpose, twenty thousand dollars; amount- 
ing, in the whole, to one million two hundred and 
ninety-two thousand one hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars and thirty-eight cents ; which seve- 
ral sums shall be paid out of the proceeds of such, 
revenues as shall have been provided during the 
present session of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be empowered to bor- 
row, on behulf of the United States, of the Bank 
of the United States, (which is hereby authorized 
to lend the same,) or of any other body or bodies 
politic, person or persons, any sum not exceeding, 
in the whole one million of dollars, to be applied 
to the purposes aforesaid, and to be reimbursed, 
as well interest as principal, out of the proceeds 
of the said revenues. 

Sec. 3. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That there shall be reserved, out of the 
proceeds of the said revenues, a sum suflicient to 
pay the interest of whatever moneys may be bor 
rowed pursuant to the act, entitled “ An act mak- 
ing further provision for the expenses attending 
the intereourse of the United States with foreign 
nations ;” and further to continue in force the act. 
entitled “An act providing the means of inter- 
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course between the United States and foreign 
nations ;” and such sum is hereby pledged and ap- 
propriated for that purpose, according to the terms 
of the contract or contracts which shall or may 
be made concerning the said moneys. And the 
faith of the United States is hereby pledged to 
make such further provision therefor as may be 
necessary. 
Approved, June 9, 1794. 





An Act making certain alterations in the act for estab- 
lishing the Judicial Courts, and altering the time and 
place of holding certain Courts. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the District Judges of the 
United States be authorized to appoint a commis- 
sioner or commissioners, before whom appraisers 
of ships or vessels, or goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, seized for breaches of any law of the United 
States, may be sworn or affirmed; and that such 
qualifications made before such commissioner or 
commissioners shall be, to all intents and purposes, 
as effectual as if the same were taken before the 
said Judges in open Court. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
stated terms of the District Courts of Massachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania, and Georgia, be changed, and 
that in future the said Courts in Massachusetts 
shall be held on the third Tuesday in March, the 
fourth Tuesday in June, the second Tuesday in 
September, and the first Tuesday in December. 
In Pennsylvania, on the third Mondays in Febru- 
ary, May, August,and Nevember. And in Geor- 
gia, at the times and places following: In the City 
of Savannah on the second Tvesdays in February, 
May, and August; and in Augusta on the second 
Tuesday in November. And that the Circuit 
Court of the District of Delaware hereafter com- 
mence on the second Monday in June, instead of 
the twenty-seventh day of April—any law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the State 
of North Carolina shall be divided into three dis- 
tricts, in which the District Court of the said State 
shall be held at such times and places as are already 
ascertained by law, that is to say: the District of 
Wilmington to include all the counties of the State 
districts of Morgan, Salisbury, Fayetteville, and 
Wilmington; the district of Newbern to include 
all the counties of the State districts of Hillsbo- 
rough, Halifax, and Newbern; and Edenton to 
include all the counties of the district of Eden- 
ton: and that all process, pleas. actions, suits, and 
other proceedings, originating in the districts, re- 
spectively, shall be returnable to the session of said 
Court to be held at the place directed by law, within 
the same district where the cause commenced, and 
there to be kept, with the record thereof, until the 
final end and determination of the same. And, to 
the end that suitors, witnesses, and all others con- 
cerned, may have notice of this alteration in the 
said Courts, the Marshal of the said district of 
North Carolina is hereby required to make the 
same known, by proclamation, on or before the 
first day of August next. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any 
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person living within either of the districts afore- 
said. who hereafter shall be arrested by virtue of 
process issuing out of the Court of either of the 
said districts other than that in which he shall so 
reside, shall be discharged therefrom, on his enter- 
ing his appearance and giving bail to the action 
in the Court of the district in which he shall so 
reside, in like manner, and to the like effect, as if 
the said process had originally been issued out of 
the Court within the said last-mentioned district. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all pro- 
cess, actions, pleas, suits, and other proceedings, 
which have been commenced and returned to the 
separate several sessions of the District Court, at 
such places appointed by law for holding thereof, 
shall be tried at the place in each district where 
the same were first made returnable. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Clerk 
of the said District Court shall, at each of the places 
aforesaid, keep a distinct docket and record of such 
business, returnable as aforesaid, or which may be 
returned to the session to be held at the said places, 
respectively, at which places of return the said 
business shall be finally heard and determined as 
aforesaid. 

Sec.7. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the act to establish the Judicial Courts of the 
United States as is or may be construed to require 
the attendance of the Marshals of all the districts 
at the Supreme Court, shall be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed ; and that the said Court shall be 
attended during its session by the Marshal of the 
district only in which the Court shall sit, unless 
the attendance of the Marshals of other districts 
shall be required by special order of the said Court. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of September next, the Dis- 
trict Court for the State of Kentucky shall be held 
in the town of Frankfort—anything in any former 
act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 





An Act laying Duties on property sold at auction. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the thir- 
tieth day of September next, there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid, for the use of the United 
States, upon all sales by way of auction, as herein- 
after described, which shall be made within the 
United States, the respective rates and duties fol- 
lowing, to wit: The sum of one-fourth part of a 
dollar for every hundred dollars of the purchase 
money arising by sale at auction, of any interest, 
right, or estate, in any lands, tenements, or heredi- 
taments, and of any utensils in husbandry and 
farming stock, ships and vessels, and the sum of 
one-half of a dollar, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, arising by sale at auction, of 
all other goods, chattles, rights, and credits what- 
soever, and at the same rate for any greater or 
lesser sum, except as hereinafter excepted: The 
said respective rates and duties to be paid by the 
auctioneer or person making such sales at auction, 
out of the moneys arising from each and every 
such sale: Provided, always, That nothing in this 
act contained shall extend to any sale or sales by 
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auction, of estates, goods, or effects, made pursu-| the notice aforesaid shall be given, with condition 


ant to, or in execution of, any rule, order, decree, 
sentence, or judgment, of any Court of the United 
States, or of either of them; or made in virtue, or 
by force of any distress for rent, or other cause, for 
which a distress is allowed by law; or made in 
consequence of any bankruptcy, or insolvency, 
pursuant to any law concerning bankruptcies or 
insolvencies ; or made in consequence of any gene- 
ral assignment of property and effects, for the 
benefit of creditors; or made by or on behalf of 
executors or administrators ; or made of the pro- 
duce of the land, upon the land where such pro- 
duce was raised; or made of any farming uten- 
sils, stock, or household furniture, by persons re- 
moving from the place of their former residence, 
where the amount of each sale of such farming 
utensils, stock, or household furniture, shall not 
exceed two hundred dollars ; or made pursuant to 
the directions of any law of the United States, or 
of either of them, touching the collection of any 
tax or duty; or disposal by auction of public pro- 
perty of the United States, or of any State; nor 
to any such sale or sales by auction of ships, their 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, or the cargoes 
thereof, which shall be wrecked or stranded within 
the United States, and sold for the benefit of the 
insurers or proprietors thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no per- 
son, after the said thirtieth day of September next, 
shall exercise the trade or business of an auc- 
tioneer, by the selling of any estates, goods or ef- 
fects whatsoever by auction, or any other mode 
of sale, whereby the best or highest bidder is 
deemed to be the purchaser, unless such person 
shall have a license, or other special authority, 
continuing in force pursuant to some law of a 
State, or issued pursuant to the directions of this 
act, on pain of forfeiting, for every such sale at 
auction, the sum of four hundred dollars, together 
with the sums or duties payable by this act upon 
the estates, goods, or flecks so sold: Provided, 
however, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to require a license for the sale at auc- 
tion of any estate, goods, chattles, or other thing, 
which by this act are exempted from duty. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
person, who, before the said thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember next, shall have a license or special au- 
thority, pursuant to any law of any State, for ex- 
ercising the said trade or business of an auc- 
tioneer, shall, before or upon the said day, and 
every person, who, after the said day, shali have 
such special license or authority, shall, within 
thirty days after the obtaining or receiving of the 
same, give notice thereof in writing, under his 
hand, to the office of inspector nearest to the place 
where he shall carry on or intend to carry on the 
said trade or business of an auctioneer, specifying 
in such notice the date or commencement of such 
license, or other special authority, the term for 
which the same was granted or given, by whom, 
and by what law of a State, the same was granted 
or given; and shall also give bond to the United 
States, in the sum of one thousand five hundred 
dollars, to be taken by the officer, at whose office 


that he will, on the first day of January, April, 
July, and October, in each year, while he shall 
continue to exercise the said trade or business, 
render to the person or persons, who, on behalf of 
the United States, shall be authorized to receive 
the same, a true and particular account in writing. 
of the moneys or sums, for which any estates, 
goods, or effects, have been sold, at every sale at 
auction by him made, and of the several articles, 
lots and parcels, which shall have been sold, the 
price of each article, lot. or parcel, in every such 
sale, by whom bought, that is to say: first from 
the date of such bond, until such of the aforesaid 
days, as shall accrue next thereafter, and thence- 
forth from the day to which an account shall 
have been last rendered, until such of the said 
days, as shall next thereafter ensue, and so on 
in succession, from one of the said days to ano- 
ther, so long as he shall continue to exercise his 
said trade or business, and, also, shall pay all such 
sums of money as shall be due to the United States, 
upon the said sales, according to the true intent 
and meaning of this act; which sums he is hereby 
authorized and directed to retain, out of the pro- 
duce of each sale made as aforesaid. Anda like 
notice and bond shall be given in like manner, as 
often as any such license, or special authorities, 
shall have expired and been renewed. And if 
any person shall, after the said thirtieth day of 
September next, by virtue or color of any such 
license, or special authority, as aforesaid, make 
any sale or sales at auction, without having given 
bond, as aforesaid, within the time for that pur- 
pose prescribed, or without renewing such bond 
upon the expiration and renewal of any such 
license, or special authority, he shall forfeit and 
pay. for every such sale by him made, the sum of 
four hundred dollars, together with the sums or 
duties payable by this act, upon the estates, goods, 
or effects, so sold. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
several supervisors of the revenue may, within 
their respective districts, and upon request of any 

erson or persons desirous thereof, shall grant 
fhedeene, without fee or reward, for a term not ex- 
ceeding one year, at one time, to exercise the trade 
or business of an auctioneer; and such licenses, 
upon like request, ae and shall, from time to 
time, renew: Provided, That no such license shall 
be granted or renewed until the person or persons 
requesting the same shall have become bound to 
the United States, with one or more sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the supervisor, of whom such 
license shall be requested, in the sum of one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, with like condition as 
is hereinbefore prescribed for persons having 
licenses by virtue of some law of a State: And 
provided further, That no such license shall be 
granted to carry on the said trade or business, in 
any city, town, or county, of any State, in respect 
to which provision hath been made by any law of 
such State, for the allowing and regulating of th 
said trade and business therein. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall have a license from a supervisor 
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of the revenue, continuing in force, shall and may 
retain, in order to the payment of the duties hereby 
imposed, all such sum and sums of money as shall 
be due and payable upon any estates, goods, or ef- 
fects, by him sold at auction, as aforesaid, accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the ac- 
counts to be rendered, and the duties to be from 
time to time paid as afuresaid, by any auctioneer, 
shall be rendered and paid to the inspector of the 
revenue, within whose survey such auctioneer 
shall exercise his said trade or business, or to his 
deputy duly appointed under his hand and seal, 
and such auctioneer shall make oath or affirma- 
tion, according to the best of his knowledge and 
belief, to the truth of every account which he 
shall render before the officer or person to whom 
such account shall be rendered, and who is hereby 
authorized to administer the said oath or affirma- 
tion; in default of which such account shall not 
be deemed to be duly rendered, according to the 
condition of the bond of such auctioneer. And to | 
the end that such accounts may be accurately | 
kept and rendered, it is hereby made the duty of 
every auctioneer to enter, from day to day, as of- 
ten as any sale shall be made, in a book, or ona 
paper to be kept by him for that purpose, the 
amount and particulars of the respective sales by 
him made; which book or paper shall, at all rea- 
sonable times, upon request made, be submitted 
for examination to the officer of inspection, within 
whose survey or division such auctioneer shall 
be, on pain of forfeiting, for every refusal to com- | 
ply with such request, the sum of five hundred | 
dollars. | 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if it 
shall appear to the satisfaction of the supervisor, 
within whose district he shall be, that an auc- 
tioneer hath acted agreeably to the condition of 
the bond which he shall have given, and to the di- 
rections of this act, during the time to which his 
said bond shall relate, the same having expired, 
then, and in every such case, the said supervisor 
shall cause such bond to be delivered up; but in 
case no such account shall be delivered, as herein- 
before mentioned, or if it shall appear, that any 
such account was not truly made, or that the party 
hath acted in any other respect contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of his bond and of this 
act, it shall be the duty of such supervisor of the 
revenue to cause such bond to be prosecuted ac- 
cording to law, and in case of a verdict or judg- 
ment against the defendant, he shall afterwards, 
upon every sale by him of any estates, goods, or 
effects, at auction, be liable to all the penalties, 
which may be incurred by this act, for acting as 
an auctioneer without license. 

Sec. 8, And be it further enacted, That if any 
sale at auction of any lands, tenements, or heredi- 
taments, shall be, or become void, by reason of de- 
fect of title, the supervisor of the revenue, within 
whose district such sale shall be, is hereby author- 
ized and required, upon due and sufficient proof of 
such sale being or becoming void, for the reagon 
aforesaid, to cause to be remitted the duty or duties | 


re TC 


APPENDIX. 


of Cmgress. 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That ever 
auctioneer, out of the proceeds of the duties whic 
he shall retain and pay as aforesaid, shall be al- 
lowed a commission of one per centum, upon the 
amount thereof, for his trouble in and about the 
same. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, 
and he is hereby empowered, to make such allow- 
ances for compensations to the officers of inspee- 
tion employed in the collection of the duties afore- 
said, and for incidental expenses, as he shall judge 
reasonable, not exceeding in the whole two and a 
half per centum of the total amount of the said 
duties collected. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall wilfully swear or affirm falsely, touch- 
ing any matter hereinbefore required to be veri- 
fied by oath or affirmation, he shall suffer the 
pains and penalties which, by law, are prescribed 
for wilful and corrupt perjury ; and, if an officer, 
shall forfeit his office, and be incapable of after- 
wards holding any office under the United States. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be in- 
curred by force of this act, shall and may be sued 
for and recovered, in the name of the United 
States, or of the supervisor of the revenue, within 
whose distriet any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, 
shall have been incurred, by bill, plaint, or in- 
formation ; one moiety thereof to the use of the 
United States, and the other moiety thereof to 
the use of the person, who, if an officer of inspec- 
tion, shall first discover, if other than an officer of 
inspection, shall,irst inform of the cause, matter, 
or thing, whereby any such fine, penalty, or for- 
feiture, shall have been incurred. And where the 
cause of action or complaint shall arise or accrue 
more than fifty miles distant from the nearest 
place by law established for the holding of a Dis- 
trict Court, within the district in which the same 
shall arise or accrue, such suit and recovery may 
be had before any Court of the State, holden 
within the said district, having jurisdiction in 
like cases. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue and be in force for the term of 
two years, and from thence to the end of the next 
session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, June 9, 1794. 


RESOLUTIONS, 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the President of the United 
States be authorized to employ, as despatch-boats, 
such of the revenue cutters of the United States, 
as the public exigencies may require. 

Approved, March 20, 1794. 





Resolved, §c., That an embargo be laid on all 
ships and vessels in the ports of the United States, 


thereupon otherwise payable according to this act. | whether already cleared out, or not, bound to any 
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foreign port or place, for the term of thirty days ; 
and that no clearances be furnished, during that 
time, to any ship or vessel bound to such for- 
eign port or place, except ships or vessels un- 
der the immediate direction of the President of 
the United States: And that the President of the 
United States be authorized to give such instruc- 
tions to the revenue officers of a United States, 
as shall appear best adapted for carrying the said 
resolution into full effect. 
Approved, March 26, 1794. 





Resolved, §c., That, during the continuance of 
the present embargo, no registered vessel, having 
on board goods, wares, or mechandise, shall be al- 
lowed to depart from one port of the United States 
to any other port within the same, unless the mas- 
ter, owner, consignee, or factor, skall first give 
bond with one or more sureties to the Collector of 
the district from which she is about to depart, in a 
sum of double the value of the vessel and cargo 
that the said goods, wares, or merchandise, shall 
be relanded in some port of the United States ; 
which bond, and also a certificate from the Col- 
lector of the district, where the same may be re- 
landed, shall, by the Collectors, respectively, be 
transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
That the several Collectors be prohibited from 
granting a clearance to any foreign ship or vessel, 
in any case whatever, Tt the continuance of 
the present embargo ; and all armed vessels, pos- 
sessing — commissions from any foreign 
Power, (letters of marque excepted, ) are to be con- 
sidered as not liable to the embargo. 

Approved, April 2, 1794. ° 





Resolved, §&c., That the present embargo be con- 
tinued, and every regulation concerning the same, 
shall be in full force until the twenty-fifth day of 
May next. 

Approved, April 18, 1794. 





Resolved, &c., That the President of the United 
States be authorized to direct clearances to be 
granted to any ships or vessels belonging tocitizens 
of the United States, which are now loaded, bound 
from any port in the United States, for any port 


beyond the Cape of Good Hope; any thing in the | 


resolution for laying the embargo, to the contrary 
notwithstanding : Provided, That, before the Col- 
lector of either of the districtsof the United States, 
shall grant clearances, or any such vessel shall sait, 
the owners thereof shall give sufficient security, to 
the satisfaction of such Collector, that she shall 
not unlade her cargo, or any part thereof, at any 
port or place, previous to her arrival at the Cape 
of Good Hope. 
Approved, May 7, 1794. 
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Resolved, §c., That the Secretary of the Depart 
ment of War be, and he is hereby directed to 
make out an exact list of the names of each per- 
son, returned to him, as invalid pensioners, by the 


Judges of the Circuit Courts of the United States . 


(signing themselves as Commissioners, ) under the 
act of Congress, passed the twenty-third of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, enti- 
tled “ An act to provide for the settlement of claims 
of widows and orphans, barred by the limitations 
heretofore established, and to regulate the claims 
to invalid pensions,” and return to the Judge of 
each district one copy of such list, stating parti- 
cularly the district oe which each person was 
returned, and that all are by Congress directed not 
to be entered on the pension list. And the said 
Secretary is further directed to return to each 
District Judge a list of the names of all such per- 
sons as have been returned as invalid pensioners 
by the District Judges, under the act of Congress, 
passed the twenty-eighth of February, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-three, entitled “An 
act to regulate claims to invalid pensions ;” distin- 
guishing those who have been placed on the pen- 
sion list, and those who have not been placed on 
the same, by reason of their testimony being in- 
complete, stating, particularly, the legal requisite 
or requisites wanting in the evidence of each; 
and naming such of them whose evidence of leay- 
ing service is not lodged in his office. And the 
Judges of the several District Courts, upon receipt 
of the above described lists and statements, from 
the Secretary for the Department of War, are 
hereby directed forthwith to publish the same, in 
one or more of the newspapers published in their 
respective districts, adding to such publication the 
time when the act regulating the claims to invalid 
pensions expires. 
Approved, June 9, 1794. 





Resolved, F<. That it shall be the duty of the 
respective Clerks of the several District Courts of 
the United States, to return true copies of the 
tables of fees payable in the Supreme or Superior 
Courts of the State in which such Clerk resides, 

| to the Attorney General of the United States, on 

or before the fifth day ot December next. 
Approved, June 9, 1794. 





Resolved, &c., That the following article be pro- 
posed to the Legislatures of the several States, as 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States ; which when ratified by three-fourths of 
_the said Legislatures shall be valid as a part of the 
said Constitution, viz: 

The judicial power of the United States, shall 
not be construed to extend to any suit in law or 
equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of 
the United States by citizens of another State, 
‘ or by citizens or subjects of any foreign State. 





1484 


be 
% 

a4 

a 


o ee pale 


APPENDIX. 1486 


Acts of Congress. 





ACTS PASSED AT THE SECOND SESSION. 


An Act to amend and explain the twenty-second sec- 
tion of “ the Act establishing the Judicial Courts of 
the United States.” 


Whereas, by the twenty-second section of the 
act, entitled “An Act to establish the Judicial 
Courts of the United States,” it is provided that 
“Every Justice or Judge signing a citation on any 
musicians, and privates, to be composed of the mili-} writ of error, shali take good and sufficient secu- 
tia of the United States, be called forth and sta-| rity that the plaintiff in error shall prosecute his 


An Act to authorize the President to call out and sta- 
tioned in the four Western counties of Pennsylva-| writ to effect, and answer all damages and costs, 
' 


tion a corps of Militiain the four Western counties of 
Pennsylvania for a limited time. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That a force not exceeding two 
thousand five hundred non-commissioned officers, 


nia, if, in the judgment of the President, the same | if he fail to make his plea good.” And whereas 
shall be deemed necessary to suppress unlawful | doubts have arisen as to the extent of the securi- 
combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly | ty to be required in certain cases: 
executed: Provided, That the term of service of| Be it enacted, §c., That the security to be re- 
any one quota of the militia to be called into ac-| quired and taken on the signing of a citation on 
tual service, pursuant to this act, shall not exceed | any writ of error, which shall not be a supersedeas 
three months after they shall have arrived at the|and stay execution, shall be only to such an 
place of rendezvous. amount, as, in the opinion of the Justice or Judge 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the | aking the same, shall be sufficient to answer all 
President of the United States be, and he is here-| such costs as, upon an affirmance of,the judgment 
by authorized, if, in his judgment, it should be| or decree, may be adjudged or decreed to the re- 
deemed expedient, to direct voluntary enlistments | spondent in error. 
of any of the militia of the United States, in lieu} Approved, December 12, 1794. 
of all or any part of the force herein authorized to eee 
be called forth, for the purposes aforesaid, for a 
term of service not exceeding thirty days after 
the commencement of the next session of Con- 
gress. 

FREDERICK A. MUHLENBERG, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 


An Act authorizing a Loan of two million of dollars. 
Beit enacted, §&c., That the President of the 
| United States be empowered to borrow, on behalf 
of the United States, any sum not exceeding two 
million of dollars, at an interest not exceeding five 
per cent. per annuin, reimbursable at the pleasure 


JOHN ADAMS, of the United States, to be applied to such public 
Vice President of the United States, purposes as are authorized by law, and to be re- 
and President of the Senate, | paid out of the duties on impost and tonnage, to 
Approved, November 9, 1794. cw chee of rs year one thousand seven hundred 
‘ TAS NOTION and ninety-five. 
ph epg ee a Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
~""*| be lawful for the Bank of the United States, and 
= the said Bank hereby is authorized and empower- 
An Act extending the privilege of franking to James | ed to loan the said sum, or any part thereof. 


White, the Delegate from the Territory of the Unit- 
ed States South of the river Ohio, and making pro- 
vision for his compensation. 


Approved, December 18, 1794. 


; An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Be it enacted, §c., That James White, the Del-| Military Establishment for the year one thousand 

egate to Congress from the Territory of the Unit-| seven hundred and ninety-five, and for the expenses 

ed States South of the river Ohio, be entitled to| of the Militia lately called into the service of the Unit- 

the privilege of sending and receiving letters free | ed States. 

of postage, on the same terms and under the same 

restrictions as are provided for the members of the 

Senate and of the House of Representatives of 

the United States by the act, entitled “ An Act.to 

establish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 

United States.” 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 

said James White shall receive for his traveling 

expenses and attendance in Congress the same 

compensation as is or may be allowed by law to 

the members of the House of Representatives of 

the United States, to be certified and paid in like 

manner. 

Approved, December 3, 1794. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That there be appropriated 
for the pay, subsistence, forage, and other expenses 
attending the militia in their late expedition to 
the Western counties of Pennsylvania, a sum not 
exceeding one million one hundred and twenty- 

'two thousand five hundred and sixty-nine dollars 
and one cent; that is to say—For the pay, sub- 
sistence, and forage of the general staff, eigkteen 
thousand six hundred and eighty-one dollars and 
thirty-four cents: For the pay, subsistence, and 
forage of the militia of New Jersey, eighty-eight 
thousand seven hundred and eighteen dollars and 
twenty-five cents: For the pay, subsistence, and 
forage of the militia of Pennsylvania, two hundred 
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and ten thousand eight hundred and seventy-five 
dollars and thirty cents: For the pay, subsistence, 
and forage of the militia of Maryland, fifty-eight 
thousand six hundred and sixty dollars and ninety- 
one cents: For the pay, subsistence, and forage of 
the militia of Virginia, one hundred and seventy- 
five thousand and seven dollars and five cents: 
For the pay and subsistence of artificers and dri- 


vers of ordnance, two thousand seven hundred and | 


thirty-four dollars: For the pay and subsistence 
of the cavalry of Virginia, twenty-two thousand 
three hundred and ninety-seven dollars and six- 
teen cents: For clothing, eighty-three thousand 
one hundred and forty dollars: For camp equipage, 
twenty-eight thousand seven hundred and seven- 
teen dollars: For hospital stores, two thousand 
seven hundred and seventy dollars: For military 
stores, thirty-four thousand one hundred dollars: 
For the quartermaster’s and paymaster’s depart- 
ments, three hundred and sixty-three thousand 
six hundred dollars: For forage for the cavalry, 
thirty-three thousand one hundred and sixty-eight 
dollars, - 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That a sum 
not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars be 
appropriated towards defraying the expense of the 
Military Establishment, for the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the se- 
veral sums of money aforesaid shall be paid and 
discharged out of the funds following, to wit: 
First. The balance which may remain unexpended 
of the sum of six hundred thousand dollars, reserved 
by the act making provision for the Debt of the 
United States, after satisfying the appropriations 
made in the present session for the support of Go- 
vernment. Secondly. The surplus of revenue and 
income beyond the appropriations heretofore 
charged thereupon, to the end of the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five. 

Approved, December 31, 1794. 





An Act making appropriations for the support of Go- 
vernment for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, for defraying the ex- 
penditure of the Civil List of the United States for 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five, together with the incidental and contingent 
expenses of the several Departments and offices 
thereof, there be appropriated a sum of money not 
exceeding four hundred and thirty-two thousand 
seven hundred and forty-nine dollars and fifty- 
three cents; that is to say: 

For the compensations granted by law to the 
President and Vice President of the United States. 
thirty thousand dollars. 

For the like compensations to the members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives. their 
officers and attendants, estimated fora session of 
six months’ continuance, one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand eight hundred and ninety dollars. 

For the expenses of firewood, stationery, print- 
ing work. and all other contingent expenses of the 
two Houses of Congress, nine thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 


For the compensations granted by law to the 
Chief Justice, Associate Judges, District Judges, 
and Attorney General, forty-three thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of clerks of courts, 
jurors, and witnesses, in aid of the fund arising 
from fines, forfeitures, and penalties, twelve thou- 
sand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of prosecutions for 
offences against the United States, and for the 
safe-keeping of prisoners, four thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, 
clerks, and persons employed in that Department, 
seven thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses in the 
said Department, three thousand nine hundred 
and seventy-one dollars and seventy-nine cents. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
seven thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses in the office of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, clerks, and persons employed in his 
office, ten thousand two hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses in the Comptroller’s 
office, eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and 
ersons employed in his office, tour thousand one 
1undred dollars. ee 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, 
rent, and other contingencies in the ‘Treasurer’s 
office, six hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
eleven thousand four hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and other 
contingent expenses in the Auditor’s office, five 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Revenue, clerks, and persons employed in his of- 
fice, six thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and other 
contingent expenses in the office of the Commis- 
sioner, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Register of the 'Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
fifteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and all other 
contingent expenses in the Register’s office, (in- 
cluding books for the public stocks,) two thousand 
four hundred dollars. 

For the payment of rent for the several houses 
employed in the Treasury Department, (except 
the Treasurer’s office.) one thousand nine hun- 
dred and forty-six dollars and sixty eight cents. 

For expense of firewood and candles in the sev- 
eral offices of the Treasury Department, (except 
the Treasurer’s office.) one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For defraying the expense incident to the stat- 
ing and printing the public accounts for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, eight 
hundred dollars. 
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For compensations to the several Loan Offi- 
cers, thirteen thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 7 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, 
clerks, and persons employed in his office, eight 
thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For expense of firewood, stationery, printing, 
rent, and other contingent expenses in the office 
of the Secretary of War, one thousand one hun- 
dred and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents. 

For compensation to. the Accountant of the 
War Department, clerks, and persons employed 
in his office, six thousand four hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the Ac- 
countant of the War Department, six hundred 
dollars. 


For compensation to the following officers of 


the Mint: .The Director, two thousand dollars ; 
the Treasurer, one thousand two hundred dollars ; 
the Assayer, one thousand five hundred dollars ; 
the Chief Coiner, one thousand five hundred dol- 
lars; the Engraver, one thousand two hundred 
dollars ; four clerks, at five hundred dollars each, 
two thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of laborers in the 
different branches of the refinery, melting, and 
coining, at the Mint, five thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

For the pay of mechanics employed in making 
and repairing machinery for the Mint, two thou- 
sand six hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of a new coining press, iron- 
mongery, lead, wood, coals, stationery, office fur- 
niture, and for other contingencies of the establish- 
mentof the Mint, five thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of a house and lot for the 
Mint, and of lumber, bricks, and other materials 
for buildings to be erected, and other necessary 
improvements to be made, including mason’s and 
carpenter’s work, cartage and laborers, one thou- 
sand nine hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Governors, Secreta- 
ries, and Judges of the Territory Northwest and 
the Territory South of the river Ohio, ten thou- 
sand three hundred dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, office rent, printing 
patents for lands, and other contingent expenses 
in both the said Territories, seven hundred dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by 
the late Government, two thousand and seven dol- 
lars and seventy-three cents. 

For the annual allowance to the widow and 
orphan children of Colonel John Harding, and to 
the orphan children of Major Alexander True- 
man, by the act of Congress of the twenty-seventh 
February, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the annual allowance for the education of 
Hugh Mercer, son of the late Major General Mer- 
cer, by the act of Congress of the second of March, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, 
four hundred dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the 
United States, on account of the civil department, 
not otherwise provided for, as shall have been as- 


Acts of Congress. 









certained and admitted in due course of settlement 


at the Treasury, and which are of a nature, ac- 
cording to the usage thereof, to require payment 
in specie, three thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the 
maintenance and support of light-houses, beaceus, 
buoys, public piers, and stakeage of channels, bars, 
and shoals, there shall be appropriated a sum of 
money not exceeding twenty thousand dollars ; 
and for making good a deficiency of appropriation 
tor building a light-house at Baldhead, there shall 
be appropriated a sum not exceeding four thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for dis- 
charging certain iniscellaneous claims upon the 
United States, there shall be appropriated a sum 
of money not exceeding eight thousand and four 
dollars and thirteen cents, that is to say : For mak- 
ing good to the Bank of the United States loss 
and insurance on shipments of money for, and on 
account of the United States, and for loss on sil- 
ver and gold received from the collectors at Wil- 
mington and Edenton, one thousand four hundred 
and twelve dollars and ninety-three cents; for 
paying Joseph Stretch, sole administrator of Jo- 
seph Wright, deceased, for modelling a likeness 
and cutting two dies, in conformity to a_resolu- 
tion of Congress of the twenty-fourth of Septem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, 
two hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty- 
three cents; for the payment of a balance due to 
Arthur St. Clair, pursuant to an act of Congress 
of the thirty-first of May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, one thousand and fifty-seven 
dollars and eighty-seven cents; for an allowance 
to the widow and orphan children of Robert For- 
syth, late marshal of the district of Georgia, pur- 
suant to an act of June the seventh, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-four, two thousand dol- 
lars; for defraying the expense of publishing lists 
of invalid pensioners, in compliance with the re- 
solution of Congress of the ninth of June, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, eight 
hundred dollars ; for defraying the expense of sun- 
dry expresses to and from the collectors of the re- 
venue, in relation to the embargo, five hundred 
dollars; for the discharge of such miscellaneous 
demands against the United States, other than ~ 
those on account of the civil department, not 
otherwise provided for, and which shall have been 
ascertained and admitted in due course of settle- 
ment at the Treasury, and which are of a nature, 
according to the usage thereof, to require payment 
in specie, two thousand dollars, s 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral appropriations hereinbefore made shall be 
paid and discharged out of the fund of six hun- 
dred thousand dollars referred by the act making 
provision for the Debt of the United States. 

Approved, January 2, 1795. 





An Act to regulate the pay of the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, of the Militia of the 
United States, when called into actual service, and 
for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the pass- 
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ing of this act, the allowance of bounty, clothing, 
and pay, to the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates of the infantry, artillery, and 
cavalry of the militia of the United States, when 
called into actual service, shall be at the rate per 
month as follows: Each sergeant-major and quar- 
termaster-sergeant, nine dollars; each drum and 
fife major, eight dollars and thirty-three cents; 
each sergeant, eight dollars ; each corporal, drum- 
mer, fifer, and trumpeter, seven dollars and thirty- 
three cents; each farrier, saddler, and artificer, 
(included as a private,) eight dollars ; each gunner, 
bombardier, and private, six dollars and sixty-six 
cents, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in ad- 
dition to the monthly pay, there shall be allowed 
to each officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, 
and private of the cavalry, for the use of his horse, 
arms, and accoutrements, and for the risk thereof, 
except of horses killed in action, forty cents per 
day ; and to each non-commissioned officer, musi- 
cian, and private, twenty-five cents per day, in lieu 
of rations and forage, when they shall provide the 
same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever the militia shall be called into the actual ser- 
vice of the United States, their pay shall be deemed 
to commence from the day of their appearing at the 
places of battalion, regimental, or brigade rendez- 
vous—allowing to each non-commissioned officer, 
musician, and private soldier, a day’s pay and 
rations for every fifteen miles from his home to 
such place of rendezvous, and the same allowance 
for traveling home from the place of discharge. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in ad- 
dition to the pay heretofore authorized by law, 
there shall be allowed and paid to the non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates of the 
militia lately called forth into the actual service 
of the United States, on an expedition to Fort Pitt, 
such sums as shall, with the pay heretofore by law 
established, be equal to the allowances respectively 

rovided in the first and second sections of this act : 

rovided, nevertheless, That the compensations 
made by any State to the militia called forth from 
such State, shall be deemed to be included in the 
additional allowance authorized by this act; and 
such State shall be entitled to receive from the 
Treasury of the United States such sums as they 
shall have paid orallowed tothe non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, over and above 
the pay heretofore allowed by law, and not ex- 
ceeding the additional allowance granted by this 
act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
completing and better supporting the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, as provided by 
the act, entitled “ An act making further and more 
effectual provision for the protection of the fron- 
tiers of the United States,” there shall be allowed 
and paid, from and after the first day of January, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, to 
each non-commissioned officer, musician, and pri- 
vate now in service, or hereafter to be enlisted, 
the additional pay of one dollar per month, during 
the terms of their respective salistedars; and to 





each soldier now in the service of the United States, 
or discharged therefrom subsequent to the third 
day of March last, who shall re-enlist after the first 
day of January next, an additional bounty of eight 
iollererctaehiing the entire bounty sixteen dollars; 
and to each person not now in the Army of the 
United States, or discharged, as above, who shall 
enlist after the said first day of January next, an 
additional bounty of six dollars—making the en- 
tire bounty fourteen dollars: but the payment of 
four dollars of each additional bounty hereby grant- 
ed, shall be deferred until the soldier enlisting shall 
join the ngraest or corps in which he is to serve. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, to those 
in the military service of the United States, who 
are or shall be employed on the Western frontiers, 
there shall be allowed, during the time of their 
being so employed, two ounces of flour or bread, 
and two ounces of beef or pork, in addition to each 
of their rations, and half a pint of salt in addition 
to every hundred of their rations. 

Approved, January 2, 1795. 





An Act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing 
to the credit of certain States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That at any time within two 
years from the passing of this act, transfers shall 
and may be authorized, of so much of the stock 
standing to the credit of any State, pursuant to 
the report of the Commissioners for settling ac- 
counts between the United States and individual 
States; and the act passed thereon, entitled “ An 
act making provision for the payment of the inte- 
rest on the balances due to certain States, upon a 
final settlement of the accounts between the Unit- 
ed States and the individual States,” to creditors 
of such State who were such prior to the first day 
of July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, as may be necessary to satisfy their respect- 
ive demands: Provided, That no such transfer 
shall be made but with the consent of the said 
State and its creditors. 

Approved, January 2, 1795. 





An Act providing for the payment of certain instalments 
of Foreign Debts, and of the third instalment due on 
a Loan made of the Bank of the United States. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the President of the 
United Siates be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
empowered to cause any instalments of the Foreign 
Debts which may fall due in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five, and also the 
third instalment due on a Loan made of the Bank 
of the United States, in pursuance of the eleventh 
section of the act for incorporating the subscribers 
to the said Bank, to be paid out of the proceeds of 
any Foreign Loans heretofore made. 

Approved, January 8, 1795. | 





An Act for reviving certain suits and process which 
have been discontinued in the District Court of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Be it enacted, §c., That all suits and process 
which were pending in the District Court of Penn- 
sylvania, which, by law, ought to have been holden 
on the third Monday in November last, and which 
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were discontinued by the failure to hold the same; | gars, one and a half cent per pound ; upon Malaga 
and all suits and process which were commenced | wine, twenty cents; upon Burgundy and Cham- 
for the said Court, or returnable thereto; and, | pagne, forty cents per gallon. 

also, all suits and process which were pending in| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, after 
any special Court of the said district, and discon- | the said last day of March, teas, commonly called 
tinued by failure to hold the adjournment thereof, | imperial, gunpowder, or gomee, shall pay the same 
on the day appointed, at any time since the last | duties as hyson teas ; and where any entire article 
day of July last, be, and they are hereby, revived ; | is, by any law of the United States, made subject 
and hereby day is given to all the suits and pro-| to the payment of duties, the parts thereof, when 
cess aforesaid, in the District Court next by law | imported separately, shall be subject to the pay- 
to be holden in the same district; and the same | ment of the same rate of duties. 

proceedings may be had at the same last men-| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, after 
tioned Court, in all the suits and process afore-| the said last day of March, the valuation of all 
said, as by law might have been had at the Courts, | goods, wares, and merchandise, subject to the pay- 
respectively, in which the same were pending. or | ment of duties ad valorem, shall he made upon 


to which the same were returnable. the actual cost at the place of exportation, in- 
Approved, January 28, 1795. cluding all charges, (commissions, outside pack- 


|ages and insurance only excepted,) that the duty 
An Act further extending the time for receiving on Loan | on any wines imported into the United States 
the Domestic Debt of the United States. shall not be less than ten cents per gallon, and 
Be it enacted, §c., That the term for receiving | that bottles in which any liquor is imported, shall 
on loan that part of the Domestic Debt of the United | be subject to the payment of the like duty as 
States which has not been subscribed in pursu-| empty bottles. 
ance of the provisions heretofore made by law for} _ Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
that purpose, be and the same is hereby further | Hes Upon all goods, wares, and merchandise, nn- 
extended until the thirty-first day of December | ported into the United States, after the said last 
next, on the same terms and conditions as are con- | day of March, (where the sum payable by one 
tained in the act, entitled “ An act making provi- | person or copartnership shall amount to more than 
sion for the Debt of the United States :” Provided, | fifty dollars,) shall be payable upon ali articles, 
That the books for receiving the said subscrip- the produce of the West Indies, (salt excepted, ) 


tions shall be opened only at the Treasury of the the one-half in three, and the other half in six ca- 
United States. | lendar months; and on all goods, wares, and mer- 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That such | chandise, imported from Europe, (wines. salt and 
of the creditors of the United States as have not | teas excepted,) one-third in eight months, and 
subscribed and shall not subscribe to the said loan, | One-third in ten months, and the remaining third 
shall nevertheless receive, during the year one| in twelve months from the time of each respect- 
tnousand seven hundred and ninety-five, a rate|!ve Importation, 
per centum on the amount of such of their de-| Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in re- 
mands as have been registered or as shall be regis-| spect to the aforesaid duties, and the duties here- 
tered at the Treasury conformable to the direc- | tofore imposed on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
tions in the act. entitled “ An act making provi- imported into the United States, there shall be an 
sion for the Debt of the United States,” equal to | addition of ten per centum to the several rates of 
the interest which would be payable to them as | duties when imported in ships or vessels not of the 
subscribing creditors. United States, except in cases where such addi- 

Approved, January 28, 1795. tional duty has been before specially laid on _ 

goods. wares, or merchandise, imported in suc 
An Act supplementary to the several acts imposing du- | ships or vessels. 

ties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into| Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the du- 

the United States. ties aforesaid shall be collected in like manner, 

Whereas difficulties have arisen in ascertaining and under the same regulations, restrictions, and 
the duties on certain articles imported into the | provisions, and subject to the like appropriations 
United States, and further provisions for securing | 28 goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the collection of the impost duties are found ne-| the United States, are now subject to. 
cessary : Approved, January 29, 1795. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That, in lieu of the present | eee ; 
duties, there shall be levied, collected and paid | An Act making further provision in cases of draw- 
upon all printing types which, after the last day | backs. 
of March next, shall be imported into the United| Whereas the allowance of drawbacks on goods, 
States, in ships or vessels of the United States, at | wares, and merchandise, imported into the United 
the rate of ten per centum, and upon all girandoles, | States, is now limited to such as are exported 
at the rate of twenty per centum ad valorem ;| from districts into which the same are imported, 
that, after the said last day of March next, the | and great loss and inconvenience are experienced 
present duties payable upon clayed sugars shall | from such limitation, and further provision, in re- 
cease, and there shall be paid upon all white | spect to goods, wares, or merchandise, entitled to 
clayed or white powdered sugars, three cents per | drawback, is deemed necessary : 
pound, and upon all other clayed or powdered su-| Be it enacted, &c., That after the last day of 
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March next, any goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, :.ay be exported 
from any of the ports at which ships and vessels 
from the Cape of Good Hope, or from any place 
beyond the same, are admitted to make entry, and 
entitled to the same drawback of the duties as 
goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from the 

istricts into which they are imported, are now 
entitled to: Provided, nevertheless, That such 
goods, wares, and merchandise, shall not be enti- 
tled to such drawback, unless they shall be ac- 
companied by a certificate from the collector of 
the district into which they were imported, speci- 
fying the marks, numbers, and descriptions, of the 
casks or packages, with the names of the master 
and vessel in w aich, the time when, and the place 
from whence, they were imported ; and where the 
articles pay duties by weight or measure, the 
quantity in each; and in all cases the amount of 
the duties paid or secured thereon. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in or- 
der to entitle any person to such certificate, he or 
they shall make out an entry of all such goods, 
wares, and merchandise, specifying the marks, 
numbers, and descriptions, of the casks, or pack- 
ages, and their contents, the names of the master 
and vessel in which, the time when, and the place 
from which they were imported; the names of 
the master and vessel in which they are intended 
to be laden, and the district in the United States 
to which they are destined; and shall moreover 
make oath or affirmation to the truth of such en- 
try; which requisites being complied with, and 
the collector satisfied with the truth thereof, he 
shall grant such certificate, and such goods, wares, 
and merchandise, shall be entered with the collec- 
tor of the district, into which they shall be brought 
from the place of their importation, previous to 
the landing or unlading thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, after 
the last day of March next, it shall be lawful for 
the importer, or exporter, of any liquors in casks, 
coffee in casks, or other packages, or any unrefined 
sugars, to fill up the casks or packages out of other 
casks or packages included in the original import- 
ation, or into new casks or packages, in case the 
original cask or package shall be so injured as to 
be rendered unfit for exportation, and under the 
inspection of the inspector of the port from which 
such liquors, coffee, or unrefined sugars, are in- 
tended to be exported. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That when 
anv goods, wares, or merchandise, entitled to 
drawback, shall be entered for exportation from 
any other district than the one into which they 
were imported, the person intending to export the 
same, besides producing the certificate hereinbe- 
fore directed, shall make an entry in like manner, 
and the goods, wares, and merchandise, therein 
expressed, shall undergo the same examination as 
is by law required relative to goods, wares, and 
merchandise, entitled to drawback, and intended 
to be exported from the place of original import- 

ation. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That for all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, entitled to draw- 
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back, which, after the last day of March next, 
shall be exported from the district into which 
they were originally imported, the exporter or ex- 

rters shall be entitled to receive from the col- 
Com of such district a debenture or debentures 
for the amount of the drawback to which such 
goods, wares, or merchandise, are entitled, payable 
at the same time or times respectively on which 
the duties on the said goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, shall become due, except the same or any 
part thereof has been paid, or shall become payable 
in less than three months; in which case such 
debenture shall be payable in three months: And 
it shall be the duty of the said collectors to di:- 
charge such debentures, at the time they become 
due, out of any public money in their hands. And 
where goods, wares, and merchandise, are exported 
from any other district than the one into which 
they were imported, it shall be the duty of the 
collector of such district to grant to the exporter 
a certificate expressing that such goods, wares, 
and merchandise, were exported from his district, 
with the marks, numbers, and description, of the 
packages and their contents, the name of the ves- 
sel on which they were laden, the name of the 
commander, and the port for which they were 
cleared out, and the amount of the drawback to 
which they are entitled. And such certificate 
shall entitle the possessor thereof to receive from 
the collector of the said district, with whom the 
duties on the said goods, wares, and merchandise, 
were paid, or secured,a debenture or debentures for 
the drawback expressed in the said certificates, pay- 
able at the same time, and in like manner, asis herein 
directed for debentures on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, exported from the place of their first im- 
portation: Provided, nevertheless, That the collec- 
tor aforesaid may refuse to grant such debenture 
or debentures, in case it shall appear to him that 
any error has arisen, or any fraud has been com- 
mitted ; and in case of such refusal, if the deben- 
ture or debentures claimed shall exceed one hun- 
dred dollars, it shall be his duty to represent the 
case to the Comptroller of the Treasury, who shall 
determine whether such debenture or debentures 
shall be granted or not: And provided always, 
That in no case of an exportation by the original 
importer shall a drawback be paid until the duties 
on the importation thereof shall have been first 
received. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That before 
the receipt of any such debenture, in case of ex- 
portation from the district of original importation, 
and in case of exportation from any other district, 
before the receipt of any such certificate, the per- 
son applying for the same shall give bond with 
one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the col- 
lector who is to grant the debenture, or the cer- 
tificate, as the case may be, in a sum equal to 
double the amount of the sum for which such de- 
benture or certificate is granted, conditioned to 
produce to such collector, like proof and certificates 
of the delivery of such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, at some place without the United States, as 
are now required by law for obtaining the draw- 
back on exportation, within one year, in case such 
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goods have been shipped to any part of Europe or 
America, and within two years, if to any part of 
Asia or Africa: Provided, nevertheless, That when 
it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of 
the collector, to whom such certificates are di- 
rected to be returned, that such certificates could 
not be obtained, the exporter or exporters shall 
be permitted to offer such other testimony, as to 
the landing or loss of the goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, as he may have; which proof shall be 
referred to the Comptroller of the Treasury, who 
shall have power and authority to admit the same 
if he shall deem it satisfactory, and to direct the 
collector to cancel the bond accordingly. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the act, entitled “An act to provide 
more effectually for the collection of the duties 
imposed by law on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels,” as extends the credits 
on bonds given for duties on account of the draw- 
back on goods exported, shall. after the said last 
day of March next, be repealed: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to ex- 
tend to any allowance made upon goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported before the said last day 
of March next. 

Approved, January 29, 1795. 





An Act in addition to the act, entitled “ An act to re- 
gulate the pay of the non-commissioned officers, mv- 
sicians, and privates, of the Militia of the United 
States, when called into actual service, and for other 
purposes.” . 

Be it enacted, §c., That the augmentation of 
bounty authorized by the fifth section of the act, 
entitled “ An act to regulate the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of 
the Militia of the United States, when called into 
actual service, and for other purposes,” shall be 
allowed and paid to such recruits as shall. have 
enlisted after the passing of the said act, or as 
shall hereafter enlist, in like manner as is by the 
said act provided in cases of enlistment after the 
first day of January next. 

Approved, January 29, 1795. 





An act to establish an uniform rule of Naturalization, 
and to repeal the act heretofore passed. 

For carrying into complete effect the power 
given by the Constitution to establish an uniform 
rule of naturalization throughout the United 
States: 

Be it enacted, §c., That any alien, being a free 
white pérson, may be admitted to become a citi- 
zen of the United States, or any of them, on the 
following conditions, and not otherwise: 

First. He shall have declared, on oath or affirm- 
ation, before the Supreme, Superior, District, or 
Circuit Court of some one of the States, or of the 
Territories Northwest or South of the river Ohio, 


-ora Circuit or District Court of the United States, 


three years, at least, before his admission, that it 
was, bona fide, his intention to become a citizen 
of the United States, and to renounce forever all 
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allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, po- 
tentate, State, or sovereignty whatever, and par- 
ticularly by name, the prince, potentate, State, or 
sovereignty whereof such alien may, at the time, 
be a citizen or subject. 

Secondly. He shall, at the time of his applica- 
tion to be admitted, declare, on oath or affirmation, 
before some one of the Courts aforesaid, that he 
has resided within the United States five years at 
least, and within the State or Territory where 
such Court is at the time held, one year at least, 
that he will support the Constitution of the United 
States; and that he doth absolutely and entirely 
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
every foreign prince, potentate, State, or sovereign- 
ty whatever, and particularly, by name, the prince, 
potentate, State, or sovereignty, whereof he was 
before a citizen or subject; which proceedings 
shall be recorded by the clerk of the Court. 

Thirdly. The Court admitting such alien shall 
be satisfied that he has resided within the limits 
and under the jurisdiction of the United States, 
five years; and it shall further appear to their sat- 
isfaction that, during that time, he has behaved 
as a man of a good moral character, attached to 
the principles of the Constitution of the United 
States, and well disposed to the good order and 
happiness of the same. 

Fourthly. In case the alien applying to be ad- 
mitted to citizenship shall have borne any heredi- 
tary title, or been of any of the orders of nobility, 
in the Kingdom or State from which he came, he 
shall, in addition to the above requisites, make an 
express renunciation of his title or order of nobil- 
ity, in the Court to which his application shall be 
made; which renunciation shall be recorded in 
the said Court. 

Sec. 2. Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, That any alien, now residing within the 
limits and under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, may be admitted to become a citizen, on 
his declaring, on oath or affirmation, in some one 
of the Courts aforesaid, that he has resided two 
years, at least, within and under the jurisdiction 
of the same, and one year, at least, within the 
State or Territory where such Court is at the 
time held; that he will support the Constitution 
of the United States; and that he doth absolutely 
and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance 
and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, State, 
or sovereignty, whatever, and particularly, by 
name, the prince, potentate, State, or sovereignty, 
whereof he was before a citizen or subject; and. 
moreover, on its appearing to the satisfaction of 
the Court, that, during the said term of two years, 
he has behaved as a man of good moral character, 
attached to the Constitution of the United States, 
and well disposed to the good order and happiness 
of the same; and, when the alien applying for admis- 
sion to citizenship shall have borne any hereditary 
title, or been of any of the orders of nobility in the 
Kingdom or State from which he came, on his, 
moreover, making in the Court an express renun- 
ciation of his title or order of nobility, before he 
shall be entitled to such admission; all of which 
proceedings, required in this proviso to be per- 
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formed in the Court, shall be recorded by the 
clerk thereof. 
Sec. 3. And be it 

















urther enacted, That the 
children of persons duly naturalized, dwelling 
within the United States, and being under the 
age of twenty-one years, at the time of such natu- 
ralization, and the children of citizens of the Unit- 
ed States, born out of the limits and jurisdiction 
of the United States, shall be considered as citi- 
zens of the United States: Provided, That the 
_ of citizenship shall not descend to persons 
whose fathers have never been resident in the 
United States: Provided, also, That no person 
heretofore proscribed by any State, or who has 
been legally convicted of having joined the army 
of Great Britain, during the late war, shall be ad- 
mitted a citizen as aforesaid, without the consent 
of the Legislature of the State in which such per- 
son was proscribed. 

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the act 
entitled “ An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization,” passed the twenty-sixth day of 
March, one thousand seven hundred and ninety, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved, January 29, 1795. 





An Act to amend the Act, entitled “An Act making 
alterations in the Treasury and War Departments. 


Be it enacted, §c., That in case of vacancy in 
the office of Secretary of State, Secretary of the 
Treasury, or of the Secretary of the Department 
of War, or of any officer of either of the said De- 
partments, whose appointment is not in the Head 
thereof, whereby they cannot perform the duties 
of their said respective offices, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, in case he 
shall think it necessary, to authorize any person 
or persons, at his discretion, to perform the duties 
of the said respective offices, until a successor be 
appointed, or such vacancy be filled: Provided, 

hat no one vacancy shall be supplied. in manner 
aforesaid, for a longer term than six months. 

Approved, February 13, 1795. 





An Act relative to the compensation of certain officers 
employed in the collection of the duties of impost 
and tonnage. 

Be it enacted, §c., That. in lieu of the commis- 
sions heretofore by law established, there shall be 
allowed to the anae of the duties of impost 
and tonnage, on all moneys by them respectively 
received on account of the duties aforesaid arising 
on tonnage, and on goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported after the last day of March next, as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

To the collectors of the districts of Pennsylvania 
and New York, three-tenths of one per cent ; 

To the collector of the district of Boston and 
Charlestown, and to the collector of the district of 
Baltimore, five-eighths of one per cent; 

To the collectors of the districts of Salem and 
Norfolk, seven-eighths of one per cent ; 

To the collectors of the districts of Alexandria, 
Charleston, and Savannah, one per cent ; 

To the collector of the district of Newburyport, 
one and a quarter per cent; 


APPENDIX. 
Acts of Congress. : 





1500 


To the collectors of the districts of Portsmouth, 
Portland, Newport, Providence, New Haven, and 
Tappahannock, one and a half per cent ; 

And to the collectors of the districts of Ver- 
mont, Champlain, Gloucester, Marblehead, Ply- 
mouth, Barnstable, Nantucket, Edgartown, New 
Bedford, Dighton, York, Biddeford, Bath, Wis- 
casset, Penobscot, Frenchman’s Bay, Machias, 
Passamaquoddy, New London, Fairfield, Sagg 
Harbor, Perth-Amboy, Burlington, Bridgetown, 
Great Egg Harbor, Wilmington in Delaware. 
Chester, Oxford, Vienna, Snowhill, Annapolis, 
Nottingham, Cedar Point, Georgetown in Mary- 
land, Bermuda Hundred, Hampton, Yorktown, 
Yeocomico, Dumfries, Foley Landing, Cherry- 
stone, South Quay, Kentucky, Wilmington in 
North Carolina, Newbern, Washington, Edenton, 
Camden, Georgetown in South Carolina, Beav- 
fort, Sunbury, Brunswick, St. Mary’s, and Hard- 
wich, two per cent. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of March next, in lieu of 
the annual allowances heretofore established by 
law, there shall be yearly allowed to the following 
officers, the sums following, to wit: 

To the collectors of the districts of Annapolis, 
Chester, South Quay, Yeocomico, Wilmington in 
North Carolina, Cedar Point, and Washington, 
the sum of two hundred dollars each; 

To the collectors of the districts of York, Passa- 
maquoddy, Oxford, Vienna, Nottingham, Hamp- 
ton, Yorktown, Dumfries, Foley Landing, Cher- 
rystone, Beaufort, St. Mary’s, Brunswick, and 
Hardwich, the sum of one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars each ; 

To the collector of the district of Perth-Amboy. 
one hundred and twenty dollars ; 

To the collectors of the districts of Portsmouth, 
Vermont, Champlain, Gloucester, Plymouth. 
Barnstable, Nantucket, Edgartown, New Bedford, 
Biddeford, Penobscot, Frenchman’s Bay, Machias, 
Newport, Fairfield, Burlington, Bridgetown,Grea' 
Egg Harbor, Wilmington in Delaware, Snowhill, 
Kentucky, Bermuda Hundred, Camden, George- 
town in South Carolina, and Sunbury, the sum 
of one hundred dollars each ; 

To the collectors of the districts of Marblehead. 
Bath, Wiscasset, New Haven, and Georgetown in 
Maryland, the sum of fifty dollars each ; 

To the naval officer of the district of Ports- 
mouth, the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars ; 

To the naval officers of the districts of New- 
buryport, Salem, Newport, Providence, Wilming- 
ton in North Carolina, and Savannah, the sum o! 
one hundred dollars each; 

To the surveyor of the port of Salem, two hun- 
dred dollars ; 

To the surveyors of Portsmouth, Newbury port. 
Bristol, Warren, East Greenwich, St. Mary’s, 
Suffolk, Smithfield, Richmond, Petersburg, Fred- 
ericksburg, Wilmington, Beaufort, and Swans- 
ee the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars 
each ; 

To the surveyors of Newport and Providence, 
one hundred and thirty dollars each ; 

To the surveyors of Gloucester, Beverly, New 
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Haven, Middletown, Albany, Hudson, Little Egg 
Harbor, and Lewellensburg, one hundred and 
twenty dollars each; 

And to the surveyors of Ipswich, Portland, 
North Kingston, Pawhatuck, Patuxet, New Lon- 
don, Stonington, Town Creek, Bermuda Hundred, 
West Point, Urbanna, Port Royal, Alexandria, 
Windsor, Hertford, Plymouth, Skewarky, Mur- 
freesborough, Bennet’s Creek, Winton, Nixonton, 
Newbiggen Creek, Pasquotank River, Indian 
Town, Currituck Inlet, Savannah, and New 
Brunswick, in New Jersey, the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars each. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from 


and after the last day of March next, in lieu of 


the sum heretofore established by law, there shall 
be paid to each inspector, for every day he shall 
be actually employed in aid of the customs, a sum 
not exceeding one dollar and sixty-six cents ; and 
that, instead of the sum heretofore established by 
law, to be paid for the weighing of every one hun- 
dred and twelve pounds, in the districts of Penn- 
sylvania, New York, Boston, Baltimore, and Nor- 
folk, there shall be paid one cent and a half. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of March next, it shall be 
the duty of the several collectors, naval officers, 
and surveyors, to keep accurate accounts of their 
official emoluments and expenditures, and the 
same to transmit, annually, on the last day of De- 
cember, to the Comptroller of the Treasury, who 
shall annually lay an abstract of the same before 
Congress. 

Approved, February 14, 1795. 





An Act for the reunbursement of a Loan authorized by 
an Act of the last session of Congress. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Bank of the United 
States be, and the same is hereby, authorized to 
lend to the United States, the whole or any part 
of the sum of eight hundred thousand dollars, (re- 
maining unapplied,) in pursuance of the authority 
granted to borrow one million of dollars, by the 
act, entitled * An act making further provision for 
the expenses attending the intercourse of the 
United States with foreign nations; and further 
to continue in force the act, entitled ‘An act pro- 
viding the means of intercourse between the Unit- 
ed States and foreign nations.” 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, after 
reserving such sums as may be sufficient to satisfy 
prior appropriations, there be further appropriated, 
in aid of the provision heretofore made, out of the 
proceeds of the duties which have arisen, or may 
arise, upon carriages for the conveyance of persous, 
upon licenses for selling wines and foreign distilled 
spirituous liquors by retail, upon snuff and refined 
sugar, and upon property sold at auction; which 
were imposed by acts passed during the last ses- 
sion, and which may be further continued the 
present session of Congress; or from the proceeds 
of such duties or revenues as may be established 
in lieu thereof, a sum sufficient to the reimburse- 
ment, before the year one thousand eight hundred 
and one, of any Loan or Loans, which have been, 
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or which may hereafter be made, in virtue of the 
act aforesaid: and that the faith of the United 
States be, and the same is hereby, pledged to make 
good any deficiency of the said duties. 

Approved, February 21, 1795. 





An Act authorizing the erection of a light-house near 
the entrance of Georgetown Harbor, in the State of 
South Carolina. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, required to cause to 
be erected, as soon as may be, a light-house, near 
the entrance of the harbor of Georgetown, in the 
State of South Carolina, at such place, when 
ceded to the United States, as shall be most con- 
venient for the navigation thereof; and that a 
sum, not exceeding five thousand dollars, be appro- 
priated for the same, out of any moneys not other- 
Wise appropriated: And that a sum, not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars, be appropriated, for 
placing buoys on certain shoals in Cape Fear river, 
below the town of Wilmington, in the State of 
North Carolina. 

Approved, February 21, 1795. 





An act supplementary to the Act concerning Invalids. 


Be it enacted, &c.. That the right any person 
now has, or may hereafter acquire, to receive a 
pension, by virtue of the act passed on the 28th 
day of February, one thousand seven bundred and 
ninety-three, entitled “An act to regulate the 
claims to invalid pensions,” be considered to com- 
mence at the time of completing his testimony 
before the District Judge or Commissioners, pur- 
suant to the said act: And nothing shall be allow- 
ed to any invalid, of the description aforesaid, by 
way of arrear of pension, antecedent to the date of 
his completing his testimony as aforesaid: And 
the pensions allowed under the said act shall be 
continued to the respective pensioners, during the 
continuance of their disability. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no com- 
missioned officer, who has received commutation 
of half-pay, shall be paid a pension as an invalid, 
until he shall return his commutation into the 
Treasury of the United States; except where 
special provision has been made, in particular 
cases, for allowing pensions on the return only of 
certain portions of the commutation. 

Approved, February 21, 1795. 





An Act to establish the office of Purveyor of Public 
Supplies. 

Be it enacted, &c., That there shall be in the 
Department of the Treasury, an officer to be de- 
nominated, “ Purveyor of Public Supplies,” whose 
duty shall be, under the direction and supervision 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to conduct the 
procuring and providing of all arms, military and 
naval stores, provisions, clothing, Indian goods, 
and generally all articles of supply, requisite for 
the service of the United States, and whose com- 
pensation shall be, a salary of two thousand dol- 
jars per annum. And all letters to and from the 
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said officer shall be received and conveyed by 
post free of postage. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said officer shall not directly or indirectly be con- 
cerned, or interested, in carrying on the business 
of trade or commerce, or be owner in whole or in 
part, of any sea vessel, or purchase by himself, or 
another, in trust for him, public lands, or any 
other public property, or be concerned in the pur- 
chase or disposal of any public securities of any 
State, or of the United States, or take, or apply 
to his own use, any emolument or gain for nego- 
tiating or transacting any business in the said 
Department other than what shall be allowed by 
law; and if he shall offend against any of the 
prohibitions of this act, he shall, upon conviction, 
forfeit to the United States the penalty of three 
thousand dollars, and may be imprisoned for a 
term not exceeding five years, and shall be re- 
moved from office, and be forever thereafter inca- 
pable of holding any office under the United 
States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
said officer shall, before he enters on the duties of 
his office, give bond with sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Comptroller, in the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars, payable to the United States, with condition 
for the faithful performance of the duties of his 
said office; which bond shall be lodged in the 
office of the Comptroller. 

Approved, February 23, 1795. 





An Act to continue in force the act “ for ascertaining 
the Fees in Admiralty proceedings in the District 
Courts of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses.” 


Be it enacted, &c., That the act, entitled “An 
act to ascertain the Fees in Admiralty proceed- 
ings in the District Courts of the United States, 
and for other purposes,” be, and is hereby contin- 
ued in force, for the term of one year from the 
passing of this act, and from thence to the end of 
the next session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, February 25, 1795. 





An Act to amend the act, entitled, “An act to estab- 
lish the Post Office and Post Roads within the 
United States.” 

Be it enacted, §&c.. That the following be, 
and are hereby established, as Post Roads, 
namely: From Pittstown in the District of 
Maine, to Wiscassett; and from Hallowell in 
the said district, to Norridgeworth: From Dover 
in New Hampshire, through Berwick, to Water- 
borough Courthouse, and from thence to Kenne- 
bunk: From Portsmouth, through Dover, Ro- 
chester, and Moultonborough, to Plymouth; and 
from Plymouth to Portsmouth, by New Hampton, 
Meredith, Gilmantown, Nottingham and Dur- 
ham; the post to go and return on the said route 
alternately: from Fishkill, by Newburgh and New 
Windsor, to Goshen: From Coopers Town, by 
Butternut Creek and Oxford Academy to Union 
Town: From Pipers on the post-road from Phila- 
delphia to Bethlehem, by Alexandria, to Pittston 
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in New Jersey: From Brownsville in Pennsylya- 
nia, to the town of Washington: From Reading, 
by Sunbury, and the town of Northumberland. 
Lewisburg, commonly called Derstown, on the 
Susquehannah: From Bethlehem to Wilksburg. 
in the county of Luzerne: From York Town, 
through Abbottstown and Gettysburg, to Hagers. 
town in Maryland; and from Hagerstown, throug), 
Williamsport, to ae in Virginia : From 
Annapolis, by Lower Marlborough, to Calver 
Courthouse, and from thence to Saint Leonard, 
Creek: From Bladensburg in M «ryland, throug), 
Upper Marlborough, to Nottingham, and trom 
thence to the town of Benedict: From Belle-Air 
in Harford county, Maryland, to the Black Hor: 

on the York and Baltimore road: From Glouces- 
ter Courthouse, in Virginia, to York Town: 
From Powhatan Courthouse, to Cartersville: 
From Charlottesville, by Warren, Warminster 
Newmarket, Amherst Courthouse, Cabellsburg 
and Madison to Lynchburg: From Winchester 
through Romney, to Moorfields: From Charlotte 
in North Carolina, by Lancaster Courthouse, | 
Camden, in South Carolina; and from Charlot 
to Lincolnton: From Beardstown, in Kentucky 
to Nashville, in the territory South of the river 
Ohio. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, instead 
of the road from Fayetteville, by Lumberton \ 
Cheraw Courthouse, the route of the post shai. 
hereafter be on the most direct road from Fayeitt- 
ville to Cheraw Courthouse: and that the Posi- 
master General shall have authority to discon- 
tinue the post-road from Lumberton to Cheraw 
Courthouse, and from Hagerstown to Sharp: 
burg,in Maryland. That if, in the opinion of th 
Postmaster General, an alteration in the pos'- 
road from Cumberland, in Maryland, to Morgan- 
town, in Virginia, and from thence, by Union 
Town, in Pennsylvania, to Brownsville, on the 
Monongahela, could be made more conducive 1 
the pablic interest than the present route, yet s 
as to afford the same accommodation to the said 
places, he shall be authorized, with the consent 0! 
the present contractor, for carrying the mail, to 
make such alteration. 

Approved, February 25, 1795. 





An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act to 
provide more effectually for the collection of the du- 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels.” . 

Be it enacted, §c., That if the master or com- 
mander of any ship or vessel, coming into, or ar- 
riving at any port or place within the Unite’ 
States, shall obstruct or hinder, or shall cause any 
obstruction or hindrance with such an intent, t 
any officer of the revenue, in going on board suc! 
ship or vessel, for the purpose of carrying into 
effect any of the revenue laws of the United 
States, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five 
hundred, nor less than fifty dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, 10 
all actions, suits, or informations to be brought. 
where any seizure shall be made for any breach 
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of the revenue laws of the United States, the 
burden of proof shall lie on the claimant only, 
where probable cause is shown for such prosecu- 
tion, to be judged of by the Court, before whom 
the proseBution is had. 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That, in all 
cases in which suits or prosecutions shall be com- 
menced for the recovery of pecuniary penalties 
preseribed by the laws of the United States, the 
person or penn against whom process may be 
issued, shall be held to special bail subject to the 
rules and regulations which prevail in civil suits, 
in which special bail is required. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of May next, there shall be 
established the following new districts and ports 
of delivery, to wit: In the State of New York, a 
district, to be called the District of Hudson; 
which shall include the city of Hudson, and all 
the waters and shores northward of the said city 
on Hudson river, and the town of Catskill 
below the said city; and the said city of Hud- 
son shall be the sole port of entry for the said 
district: to which shall be annexed the towns 
or landing places of Catskill, Kinderhook, and 
Albany, as ports of delivery only; and the col- 
lector for the said district shall reside at Hud- 
son; and a surveyor, to reside at Hudson, and 
another, at Albany, as is now by law established : 
In the State of Connecticut, a district. to be 
called the district of Middletown; which shall in- 
clude the several towns and landing places of 
Lyme, Saybrook, Killingsworth, Haddam, East 
Haddam, Middletown, Chatham, Weathersfield, 
Glastenbury, Hartford, East Hartford, Windsor 
and East Windsor ; of which, Middletown shall 
be the sole port of entry, and the other towns and 
landing places before named shall be ports of de- 
livery only: and the collector shall reside at Mid- 
dletown, and there shall be two other surveyors 
appointed within the said district, one to reside at 
Hartford, and the other at Saybrook: In the 
State of Massachusetts, a district to be called the 
District of Waldoborough; and a collector for 
the district shall reside at Waldoborough, which 
shall be the sole port of entry ; and to which dis- 
trict shall be annexed the towns of Bristol, No- 
bleborough, Warren, Thomaston, Cushing, and 
Cambden ; also, a place called Ducktrap, as ports 
of delivery only; and there shall be a surveyor to 
reside at Thomaston; and all the shores and wa- 
ters, from the middle of Damarascotty river to 
Ducktrap, shall be comprehended within the said 
districgof Waldoborough. And in the district of 
Portland and Falmouth, Freeport, and Haryps- 
well; and also, in the District of Bath, the towns 
of Georgetown and Brunswick shall be ports of 
delivery only: And the collectors, to be appointed 
in conformity with this act, shall each become 
bound in the sum of four thousand dollars, and 
each surveyor, in the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars, in manner, as is by law provided in like 
cases. And the same duties, authorities, and fees 
of office, with a similar distribution thereof, shall 
appertain to those appointments, as are now, in 
like cases, authorized by law. And the collectors 
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aforesaid shall each receive the same per centage 
on the amount of all moneys by them respective- 
ly received for duties, together with the same 
yours allowance, as is allowed by law to the Col- 
ector of the District of Fairfield; and each of 
the surveyors in the district aforesaid shall re- 
ceive the same yearly allowance as is, or may be, 
allowed by law to the Surveyor of the District of 
New Haven. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
master or commander of any ship or vessel, 
bound from a foreign port or place, to the District 
of Hudson, or to the District of Bermuda Hun- 
dred and City Point, shall, if bound to the former, 
first come to, with his ship or vessel, at the city ot 
New York; and if to the latter, after the last day 
or September next, at Hampton Road or Sewell’s 
Point, and there make report to the Collector of 
New York, or of Norfolk and Portsmouth, or to 
the Collector of the port of Hampton, as the 
case may be, and take on board an inspector of 
the customs, before he shall proceed to the Dis- 
trict of Hudson, or to the District of Bermuda 
Hundred and City Point: And if bound to any 
port on Connecticut river, shall take an inspector 
on board at Saybrook, before proceeding to such 
port. And if any master or commander shall ne- 
glect or refuse to comply with the duty hereby 
enjoined, or which is enjoined in the third section 
of the act, entitled “An act to provide more 
effectually for the collection of the duties im- 
posed by law on goods, wares and merchandise 
imported into the United States, and on the ton- 
nage of ships or vessels,” he shall forfeit a sum 
not more than five hundred, and not less than 
fifty dollars: Provided however, That, from and 
after the last day of May next, the restrictions 
contained in the said third section shall not ex- 
tend to, and be considered as affecting the several 
ports or places included within the District of 
Middletown; also, the ports of North Yarmouth, 
Freeport, and Harpswell, in the District of Port- 
land and Falmouth, or the ports of George Town 
and Brunswick, in the District of Bath. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
District of Hampton for James River shall only 
extend up to the east side of Chickahomony 
river, and from thence upwards to Richmond on 
the north side, shall be annexed to the District of 
Bermuda Hundred and City Point; which dis- 
trict shall extend down James River on the south 
side to Hood’s. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever a seizure, condemnation, and sale of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, shall hereafter take place, 
in the United States, and the value thereof shall 
be less than one hundred dollars, that part of the 
forfeiture which accrues to the United States, or 
so much thereof as shall be necessary, shall be 
applied to the payment of the costs of prosecu- 
tion. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of May next, whenever an 
entry shall be made with the collector of any dis- 
trict of any merchandise imported into the United 
States, subject to duties, by any agent, factor or 
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nee of such merchandise, it shall be the duty of 
the collector to increase the penalty of the bond 
to be given for the duties, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, and to make it a part of the condi- 
tion of the said bond, that the bona fide owner or 
consignee of such merchandise shall, on or before 
the first day of payment stipulated in said bond, 
deliver to said collector a full and correct account 
of the said merchandise imported for him, or on 
his account, or consigned to his care, in manner 
and form, as is now required by law in respect to 
an entry, previous to the landing of any merchan- 
dise; which account shall be verified. as in the 
case of an entry, and by a like oath or affirma- 
tion, to be taken and subscribed before any judge 
of the United States, or the judge of any court 
of record of a State, or before a collector of the 
customs of some other district. And in case of 
the payment of the duties, at the time of entry, 
by any factor or agent, on the goods entered by 
him, the collector shall take his bond with secu- 
rity, in the penalty of one thousand dollars, with 
condition, that the account, verified by the oath 
or affirmation of the bona fide owner or consig- 
nee, in manner as before directed, shall be de- 
livered to the said collector within ninety days. 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all 
bonds which may be given for any goods, wares, 
or merchandise exported from the United States 
after the last day of May next, and on which any 
drawback of duties, or allowance, shall be paya- 
ble in virtue of such exportation, shall and may 
be discharged, and not otherwise, by producing, 
within one year from the date thereof, if the ex- 
portation be made to any part of Europe or 
America, or within two years, if made to any part 
of Asia or Africa, a certificate under the hand ot 
the consignee at the foreign port or place, to 
whom the said goods, wares, or merchandise, 
shall have been addressed, therein particularly 
setting forth and describing the articles so ex- 
ported, with their quantities or amount, and de- 
claring that the same have been delivered from on 
board the vessel, in which they were exported, at 
the said place; as also, a certificate under the 
hand and seal of the consul or agent of the United 
States residing at the said place, declaring, either 
that the facts stated in such consignee’s certificate 
are, to his knowledge, true, or that the certificate 
of such consignee is, in his opinion, deserving of 
full credit; which certificate of the consignee and 
consul, or agent, shall, in all cases, as respects the 
landing or delivery of the said goods, wares, or 
merchandise, be confirmed by the oath of the mas- 
ter and mate, if living, or in case of their death 
by the oath or affirmation of the two principal 
surviving officers of the vesszi, in which the ex- 
portation shall be mace. And in cases where 
there shall be no consul or agent of the United 
States residing at the said place of delivery, the 
certificate of the consignee before required shall 
be confirmed by the certificate of two reputable 
American merchants residing at the said place; or 
if there be no such American merchants, then by 
the certificate of two reputable foreign mer- 


signee’s certificate, are, to their knowledge. true, 
or that such consignee’s certificate is, in their 
opinion, worthy of full credit; which ceyificate 
shall be supported by the oath or affirmation of 
the master and mate, or other principal officers of 
the vessel, in the manner before prescribed. And 
in cases of loss at sea, or by capture, or other una- 
voidable accident, or when, from the nature of the 
trade, the proofs and certificates before mentioned 
are not, and cannot be produced, the exporter or 
exporters shall be allowed to adduce, to the col- 
lector of the port of exportation, such other proofs 
as they may have, and as the nature of the case 
will admit; which proofs shall, with a stating of 
all the circumstances attending the transaction, 
within the knowledge of such collector, be trans- 
mitted to the Comptroller of the Treasury, who 
shall, if he be satished with the truth and validity 
thereof, have power to direct the bonds of such 
exporter or exporters to be cancelled. 
Approved, February 26, 1795. 





An Act for allowing an additional compensation to the 
Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island and Dela- 
ware. 


Be it enacted, §c., That there shall be allowed 
to the Judges of the Districts of Rhode Island 
and Delaware, each, two hundred dollars yearly. 
in addition to the compensation heretofore allow- 
ed, to commence on the first day of the present 
year, and to be paid at the Treasury of the United 
States, in quarterly payments. 

Approved, February 27, 1795. 





An Act to provide for calling forth the Militia to exe- 
cute the Laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions, and to repeal the act now in 
force for those purposes. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That whenever the United 
States shall be invaded, or be in imminent danger 
of invasion, from any foreign nation or Indian 
tribe, it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States to call forth such number of the 
militia of the State or States most convenient to 
the place of danger or scene of action, as he may 
judge necessary to repel such invasion, and to is- 
sue his orders for that purpose to such officer or 
officers of the militia as he shall think proper. 
And, in case of an insurrection in any State 
against the Government thereof, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, on appli- 
cation of the Legislature of such State, or of the 
Executive, (when the Legislature cannot be ®on- 
vened,) to call forth such number of the militia 
of any other State or States as may be applied 
for, as he may judge sufficient to suppress such 
insurrection. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever the laws of the United States shall be op- 
posed, or the execution thereof obstructed in any 
State, by combinations too powerful to be sup- 
pressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings, or by the powers vested in the Marshals 
by this act, it shall be lawful for the President of 
the United States to call forth the militia of such 
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State, or of any other State or States, as may be 
necessary to suppress such combinations, and to 
cause the laws to be duly executed; and the use 
of militia so to be called forth, may be continued, 
if necessary, until the expiration of thirty days 
after the commencement of the then next session 
of Congress. 

Sec. 3. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That whenever it may be necessary, in the 
judgment of the President, to use the military 
force hereby directed to be called forth, the Presi- 
dent shall forthwith, by proclamation, command 
such insurgents to disperse, and retire peaceably 
to their respective abodes within a limited time. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
militia employed in the service of the United 
States shall be subject to the same rules and ar- 
ticles of war as the troops of the United States; 
and that no officer, non-commissioned officer, or 
private of the militia, shall be compelled to serve 
more than three months after his arrival at the 
place of rendezvous, in any one year, nor more 
than in due rotation with every other able-bodied 
man of the same rank in the battalion to which 
he belongs. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
officer, non-commissioned officer, or private of the 
militia, who shall fail to obey the orders of the 
President of the United States, in any of the 
cases before recited, shall forfeit a sum not ex- 
ceeding one year’s pay, and not less than one 
month’s pay, to be determined and adjudged by a 
court-martial ; and such officer shall, moreover, be 
liable to be cashiered, by sentence of a court-mar- 
tial, and be incapacitated from holding a com- 
mission in the militia for a term not exceeding 
twelve months, at the discretion of the said court; 
and such non-commissioned officers and privates 
shall be liable to be imprisoned, by a like sentence, 
on failure of payment of the fines adjudged 
against them, for one calendar month for every 
five dollars of such fine. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That courts- 
martial for the trial of militia shall be composed 
of militia officers only. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all 
fines to be assessed, as aforesaid, shall be certified 
by the presiding officer of the court-martial, be- 
fore whom the same shall be assessed, to the Mar- 
shal of the District in which the delinquent shall 
reside, or to one of his deputies, and also to the 
Supervisor of the Revenue of the same District, 
who shall record the said certificate in a book, to 
be kept for that purpose. The said Marshal or 
his deputy shall forthwith proceed to levy the 
said fines, with costs, by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of the delinquent; which 
costs and the manner of proceeding, with respect 
to the sale of the goods distrained, shall be agree- 
able to the laws of the State in which the same 
shall be in other cases of distress. And where 
any non-commissioned officer or private shall be 
adjudged to suffer imprisonment, there being no 
goods or chattels to be found, whereof to levy the 
said fines, the Marshal of the District or his depu- 
ty may commit such delinquent to jail during the 
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term for which he shall be so adjudged to impri- 
sonment, or until the fine shall be paid, in the 
same manner as other persons condemned to fine 
and imprisonment at the suit of the United States 
may be committed. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
Marshals and their deputies shall pay all such 
fines by them levied to the Supervisor of the Re- 
venue in the District in which they are collected 
within two months after they shall have received 
the same, deducting therefrom five per centum as 
a compensation for their trouble; and, in case of 
failure, the same shall be recoverable by action of 
debt or information in any Court of the United 
States of the district in which such fines shall be 
levied, having cognizance thereof, to be sued for, 
prosecuted, and recovered, in the name of the Su- 
pervisor of the District, with interest and costs. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
Marshals of the several Districts and their depu- 
ties shall have the same powers, in executing the 
laws of the United States, as Sheriffs and their 
deputies in the several States have, by law, in ex- 
ecuting the laws of the respective States. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
act, entitled “ An act to provide for calling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions, passed 
the second day of May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, shall be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

Approved, February 28, 175. 





An Act to continue in force, for a limited time, the acts 
therein mentioned. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the act, entitled “ An act 
declaring the consent of Congress to an act of the 
State of Maryland, passed the twenty-eighth of 
December, one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-three, for the appointment of a Health Offi- 
cer ;” and also the act, entitled “ An act supple- 
mentary to the act for the establishment and sup- 
port of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public 
piers,” so far as the same provides for defraying 
the necessary expense of supporting light-houses, 
beacons, buoys, and public piers, and the stakeage 
of channels on the sea-coast; and also so much 
of the act, entitled “ An act to provide for miti- 
gating or remitting the penalties and forfeitures 
accruing under the revenue laws in certain cases, 
and to make further provision for the payment of 
pensions to invalids,” as relates to the mitigating 
or remitting the penalties and forfeitures accruing 
under the revenue laws in certain eases, be, and 
the same hereby are continued in force until the 
end of the next session of Congress, and no 
longer. 

Approved, March 2, 1795. 





An Act relative to cessions of jurisdiction in places 
where light-houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers 
have been or may hereafter be erected and fixed. 

Be it enacted, &c., That where cessions have 
been, or hereafter may be made, by any State of 
the jurisdiction of places where light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, or public piers, have been erected and 
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fixed, or may, by law, be provided to be erected or 
fixed, with reservation, that process, civil and cri- 
minal, issuing under the authority of such State, 
may be executed and served therein, such cessions 
shall be deemed sufficient, under the laws of the 
United States providing for the supporting or 
erecting of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and pub- 
lic piers. 

Sec. 2. And be it furthér enacted. That where 
any State hath made or shall make a cession of 
jurisdiction, for the purposes aforesaid, without 
reservation, all process, civil and criminal, issu- 
ing under the authority of such State or the Unit- 
ed States, may be served and executed within the 
places, the jurisdiction of which has been so ce- 
ded, in the same manner as if no such cession 
had beén made. 

Approved, March 2, 1795. 





An Act relative to the passing of coasting vessels be- 
tween Long Island and Rhode Island. 

Be it enacted, §., That coasting vessels going 
from Long Island, ia the State of New York, to 
the State of Rhode Island, or from the State of 
Rhode Island to the said Long Island, shall have 
the same privileges as are allowed to vessels un- 
der the like circumstances going from a district in 
one State toa district in the same or an adjoin- 
ing State. 

Approved, March 2, 1795. 





An Act to alter and amend an act, entitled “An act 
laying certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar.’’ 


Be it enacted, §c., That the duty of eight cents 
per pound on snuff, laid by the act of last session, 
entitled “An act, laying certain duties upon snuff 
and refined sugar,” shall cease on the last day of 
March, in the present year, and shall not thence- 
forth be collected ; but, in lieu thereof, there shall 
be levied and collected upon all mills, employed 
in the manufacture of snuff within the United 
States, the following yearly rates and duties, to 
wit: For and upon each and every mortar, con- 
tained in any mill worked by water, and for every 
pair of millstones, employed in the manufacture of 
snuff, five hundred and sixty dollars; upon every 
pestle in any mill, other than mills worked by 
hand, one hundred and forty dollars ; upon every 
pestle, in any mill worked by hand, one hundred 
and twelve dollars; and upon every mill in which 
snuff is manufactured, by stampers and grinders, 
two thousand two hundred and forty hellacs per 
annum. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid shall be levied, collected, and ac- 
counted for, by the same officers as are provided 
by the act, entitled, “ An act repealing, after the 
last day of June next, the duties heretofore laid 
upon distilled spirits, imported from abroad, and 
laying others in their stead, and also upon spirits 
distilled within the United States, and for appro- 
priating the same ;” subject to the superintend- 
ence and control of the Department of the Treas- 
ury, according to the respective authorities and 
duties of the officers thereof. 








Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
person, who shall be a manufacturer of snuff, on 
the first day of April, in the present year, shall, 
within thirty days thereafter, and in each succeed- 
ing year, at least thirty days before the first day 
of April, make a true and exact entry or entries, 
in writing, at the office of inspection, which shall 
be nearest to the house or building, where he shal! 
carry on the business or trade of manufacturing 
snuff, therein specifying, truly and particularly, 
every house or building in which the said manu- 
facture shall be carried on, with the number o1 
mortars in every mill by him owned, occupied, or 
used, and worked by water, and every pair of 
millstones, used cr employed in the manufacture 
of snuff, and every pestle, in every mill, as afore- 
said, distinctly specifying such pestles as are work- 
ed by other means than by hand, and, also, every 
pestle worked by hand, as also every mill in which 
snuff is manufactured by stampers and grinders: 
And every person, who shall commence the busi- 
ness or trade of manufacturing snuff, after the said 
first day of April, shall, at least thirty days before 
commencing such manufacture, make like entry 
or entries yearly, in manner as is before directed, 
and in failure thereof, every such manufacturer 
shall forfeit and lose every mill, in respect to 
which such entry shall not be made, with the 
utensils thereto belonging. and shall also forfeit 
and pay the sum of five hundred dollars, to be re- 
covered with costs of suit. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That every 
person, who shall be, on the first day of April, in 
the present year, or at any time thereafter, aman- 
ufacturer of snuff, within the United States, and 
who shall have made the entry or entries herein- 
before directed, shall be entitled on application 
therefor, in writing, by himself, or his agent, or 
attorney, to the officer of inspection with whom 
entry shall have been made, to receive a license 
for each and every mill by him owned, occupied, 


or used, in carrying on the said manufacture of 


snuff, for the term of one year, which license shall 
be granted without fee or charge, upon the condi- 
tion of giving a bond or bonds, with one or more 
sufficient sureties, for the amount of the duty or 
duties, for one year, which, aecording to this act, 
ought to be paid for and upon the mill, in respect 
to which the said license is requested, with condi- 
tion to pay the same in three equal parts: one- 
third part at the expiration of nine months, anoth- 
er third part at the expiration of twelve months, 


and the pecpasnitg third part at the expiration of 


fifteen months, from the date of such license: 
Provided, That in lieu of the said bond or bonds, 
it shall be at the option of the manufacturer to pay 
the said amount of the said duty immediately, 
with a deduction or abatement of six per cent. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the li- 
censes, herein directed to be granted, shall be 
prepared by the supervisors of the revenue, re- 
spectively, pursvant to such forms as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Treasury Department; and, when 
issued, such licenses shall, in respect to all persons 
who shall be manufacturers of snuff, on the first 
day of April, in the present year, bear date on the 
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said day ; and in respect to all persons who shall 
thereafter commence the said manufacture, such 
license shall bear date on the first day of the quar- 
ter of the year in which the said licenses shall be 
issued, and the said quarters of the year shall be 
deemed and are hereby declared, to commence on 
the first days of January, April, July,and October, 
in each year. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That every 
manufacturer of snuff to whom a license shall 
have been granted, so long as he, or she, shall in- 
tend to carry on the business of manufacturing 
snuff, shall yearly, and every year, within the 
thirty days immediately preceding the expiration 
of each license, apply for a new license for the 
next succeeding year, in manner heretofore di- 
rected, and, in like manner, shall pay or secure 
the payment of the duties for such year. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if, af- 
ter the first day of April next, any person shall 
carry on the business of manufacturing snuff, 
without a license for that purpose, according to 
this act, or shall carry on the same at or with any 
mill, other than that mentioned in such license, 
such manufacturer, so offending, shall forfeit and 
pay, upon every conviction of such offence, treble 
the yearly amount of the duty hereby charged 
upon the mill or mills, wherein or whereby the 
said business shall be so carried on. And all du- 
ties and penalties imposed by this act, shall attach 
to, and remain as a lien upon, each and every 
mill, in respect to which such duty or penalty 
shall have accrued, until the same be fully satis- 
fied and paid. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That upon 
all snuff, which, after the last day of March, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, 
shall be manufactured in the United States, and 
shall be exported therefrom, under the limitations 
and provisions hereinafter prescribed, the exporter 
or exporters thereof shall be entitled to a draw- 
back of six cents per pound: Provided, That the 
quantity exported, at any one time, by the same 
person, shallamount to three hundred pounds. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That inorder to 
entitle the exporter or exporters of any snuff, toa 
drawback thereon, every such person shall, pre- 
vious to the removal thereof, from the mill or 
warehouse, where the same may be, make out, in 
writing, an exact entry, in which shall be speci- 
fied the outward packages, in which the same is 
intended to be exported, the name of the manu- 
facturer, and the marks and numbers of each, the 
quantity of snuff in each package, and the number 
of bottles, canisters. bladders, or other packages, 
containing the same, the name of the vessel and 
commander, in which such snuff is intended to be 
exported; and shall make oath or affirmation to 
the truth of such entry, that the snuff therein spe- 
cified was manufactured in the United States, af- 
ter the last day of March, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-five. and the name or names of 
the person by whom, and the mill where, it was 
manufactured, and that the same is truly and bona 
fide intended to be exported out of the United 
States, and that no part thereof is intended to be 
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relanded therein. And upon such entry being so 
made and certified, it shall be the duty of the col- 
lector to whom such entry is tendered to cause 
the said packages to be examined, and to permit 
the same to be exported, under the inspection of 
an officer of the customs, in like manner as is pro- 
vided for the exportation of other goods, wares, 
and merchandise, entitled to drawback : Provided, 
That no drawback shall be allowed on any snuff, 
eycept the same shall be exported from any of the 
ports, at which ships or vessels from the Cape of 
Good Hope, or from any place beyond the same, 
are admitted to make entry. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That every 
exporter of snuff, entitled to drawback, shall enter 
into bonds, with one or more sureties, In an 
amount equal to double the amount of the draw- 
back. conditioned that the same shall not be re- 
landed within the United States; and the master 
or commander of the ship or vessel, in which such 
snuff is reported to be shipped, shall make oath or 
affirmation, that the packages specified in the out- 
ward entry, are actually laden on board his ship 
or vessel, and that the same, or any part thereof, 
shall not be relanded in the United States; and 
upon such oath or affirmation being made, and the 
other provisions of the act being complied with, 
the collector, with whom such entry is made, 
shall grant a debenture or debentures, for the 
amount of the drawback to which such snuff is 
entitled, payable in twelve months from the time 
of granting the same; and such debenture or de- 
bentures shall be discharged by the collector grant- 
ing the same, at the expiration of the term, out of 
any public money in his hands. 

Sec. 11. Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, Tha: before the payment of any deben- 
ture, the person demanding such payment shall 
produce to the collector the oath or affirmation 
of the master and mate or the vessel, (in which 
the snuff, for which such debenture was granted, ) 
declaring that the same was actually landed in 
some foreign port or place, and was not, or any 

art thereof, to the best of their knowledge and be- 
ief, relanded or brought back to the United States ; 
and the person demanding such payment shall 
likewise make oath or affirmation, in like manner, 
that the snuff for which such debenture was 
granted, was not, according to his best knowledge 
and belief, relanded in, or brought back to, the 
United States: Provided, also, That in cases of 
loss at sea, or other unavoidable aceident, where- 
by the oath or affirmation of the captain or mate 
mate of the ship or vessel cannot be obtained, it 
shall be lawful for the Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury to admit such other proof as to him shall ap- 
pear satisfactory, under the special circumstances 
of the case. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any 
snuff entered for exportation, with intention toob- 
tain a drawback thereon, shall be relanded or at- 
tempted to be relanded within the United States, 
it shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture, togeth- 
er with the ship or vessel from which it shall be 
unladen, and the vessel or boat in which it shall 
be put; and the master or commander of the ship 
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or vessel, from which the same is unladen, sball, 
moreover, forfeit and pay five hundred dollars: 
Provided, That every prosecution for any such 
offence shall be commenced within twelve months 
from the time when the same was committed, and 
that the ship, vessel, or boat, from which any 
such snuff shall be unladen or landed, shall con- 
tinue subject to such seizure and forfeiture for 
twelve months from the time the offence was 
committed, and no longer. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors granting debentures 
fur snuff exported, to keep a separate account 
thereof, and to specify the mill or mills in which 
each parcel exported, was manufactured. And 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause an ac- 
count to be laid before the Legislature, annually, of 
the produce of the revenue, arising from snuff, 
and of the amount of the drawbacks for which de- 
bentures have been granted in each year. 

Sec. 14, And be it further enacted, That all pen- 
alties and forfeitures which shall be incurred pur- 
suant to this act, shall be divided and distributed, 
one half thereof to the use of the United States, 
and the other half thereof to the use of the person, 
who, if an officer ofinspection, shall first discover, or 
af not an officer of inspection, shall first give inform- 
ation of the cause, matter, or thing, whereby any 
of the said penalties and forfeitures shall have been 
incurred. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, 
who is hereby empowered, to makesuch compensa- 
tion to the officers of inspection, employed in the 
collection of the duties aforesaid, and on refined 
sugar, and on the duties upon carriages for the 
conveyance of persons, and for incidental expenses, 
as he shall judge reasonable, not exceeding in the 
whole five per centum of the total amount of the 
said duties collected. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of March, in the present 
year, the several clauses and provisions of the act, 
entitled “An act, laying certain duties upon 
sauff and refined sugar,” so far as the same shall 
relate to the laying and collecting of duties on 
snuff manufactured in the United States, shall be, 
and the same are hereby, repealed; except as to 
the recovery and receipt of such duties on snuff 
as shall then have accrued, and the payment of 
drawbacks on snuff exported, and as to the reco- 
very of any penalties and forfeitures, which shall 
have been incurred before and on the said day, 
but the revenue to arise from the duty on snuff 
manufactured within the United States shall re- 
main charged with the same appropriations as if 
this act had not passed; and that this act shall 
continue in force until the first day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and one. 

Approved, March 3, 1795, 





An Act for continuing and regulating the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, and for repealing 
sundry acts heretofore passed on that subject. 

Be it enacted, §-c. That the present Military Es- 

tablishment of the United States, composed of a 
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corps of artillerists and engineers, to consist of 
nine hundred and ninety-two non-commissioned 
officers, privates, and musicians; and of a legion, 
to consist of four thousand eight hundred non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, be, 
and the same is hereby continued. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said corps of artillerists and engineers be com- 

leted, conformably to the act of the eighth of 

ay last, establishing the same, and prescribing 
the number and term of enlistments, and the me- 
thod of organization. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the le- 
gion of the United States be also completed, to 
the number of four thousand eight hundred non- 
commissioned officers, privates, and musicians, by 
voluntary enlistments for the term of three years ; 
and that the sub-legions composing the same, be 
organized in such manner as the President of the 
United States shall direct: Provided, nevertheless, 
That no such enlistment shall be made after three 
years from the passing of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be stipulated as a condition in the enlistments for 
cavalry, that they shall serve as dismounted dra- 
goons, when ordered so to do; and that, in all 
cases of enlistments of the troops of every descrip- 
tion, there be expressly reserved to the Govern- 
ment aright to discharge the whole or any part 
thereof, at such times, and in such proportions, as 
may be deemed expedient. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioned officers, who shall be employed in 
the recruiting service, shall be entitled to receive, 
for every able bodied recruit duly enlisted and 
mustered, of at least five feet six inches in height, 
and not under the age of eighteen, nor above the 
age of forty-six years, the sum of two dollars. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed and paid to each soldier now in 
the service of the United States, or discharged 
therefrom subsequent to the third day of March 
last, who shall re-enlist,a bounty of sixteen dol- 
lars ; and to each person not now in the Army o! 
the United States, or discharged as above, who 
shall hereafter enlist,a bounty of fourteen dollars; 
but the payment of four dollars of the bounty of 
each aed Sree man so enlisting, shall be deferred 
until he shall have joined the corps in which he 
is to serve. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
non-commissioned officer, private, and musician 
of the artillery and infantry, shall receive, annu- 
ally, the following articles of uniform clothing, to 
wit: one hat or helmet, one coat, one vest, two 
pair of woollen and two pair of linen overalls, four 

air of shoes, four shirts, two pair of socks, one 

lanket, one stock and clasp, and one pair 0! 
buckles; and that there be furnished to the caval- 
ry and riflemen, such clothing as shall be the mo» 
suitable and best adapted to the nature of the 
service, having regard therein, as nearly as may 
be, to the value of the clothing allowed as above. 
to the infantry and artillery. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That ever) 
non-commissioned officer, private, and musicial 
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shall receive, daily, the following rations of pro- 
vision, to wit: one pound of beef, or three-quar- 
ters of a pound of pork, one pound of bread or 
flour, half a gill of rum, brandy, or whiskey, and 
at the rate of one quart of salt, two quarts of 
vinegar, two pounds of soap, and one pound of 
candles, to every hundred rations, or the value 
thereof, at the contract price, where the same shall 
become due: and if, at such post, supplies are not 
furnished by contract, then such allowance as 
shall be deemed equitable, having reference to 
former contracts, and the position of the place in 
question. 

Sec. 9. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That to those in the military service of the 
United States who are, or shall be employed on 
the Western Frontiers, there shall be allowed, 
during the time of their being so employed, two 
ounces of flour or bread, and two ounces of beef 
or pork, in addition to each of their rations, and 
half a pint of salt, in addition to every hundred of 
their rations. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
monthly pay of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, on the Military 
Establishment of the United States, be as follows, 
to wit:—General Staff—a Major General, one 
hundred and sixty-six dollars; a Brigadier Gene- 
ral, one hundred and four dollars; a Quartermas- 
ter General, one hundred dollars; Adjutant Gene- 
ral, to do also the duty of Inspector, seventy- 
five dollars ; Chaplain, fifty dollars; Surgeon, se- 
venty dojlars; Deputy Quarterinaster, fifty dollars; 
Aid-de-Camp, in addition to his pay in the line, 
twenty-four dollars; Brigade Major, toact also as 
Deputy Inspector, in addition to his pay in the 
line, twenty-four dollars ; Principal Artificer, for- 
ty dollars; Second Artificer, twenty-six dollars.— 
Regimental.—Lieutenant Colonel commandant, 
seventy-five dollars ; Major of artillery and Ma- 
jor of dragoons, fifty-five dollars; Major of infan- 
try, fifty dollars; Paymaster, Adjutant, and Quar- 
termaster, in addition to their pay in the line, ten 
dollars; Captaias, forty dollars; Lieutenants, twen- 
ty-six dollars; Ensigns and Cornets, twenty dol- 
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cond Artificer, each, two rations; a Chaplain, two 
rations, or money in lieu thereof, at the option of 
the said officers, at the contract price, at the posts, 
respectively, where the rations shall become due. 

Sune. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers hereinafter described shall, whenever fo- 
rage shall not be furnished by the public, receive, 
at the rate of the following enumerated sums, per 
month, instead thereof, to wit: the Major General, 
twenty dollars; the Brigadier General, sixteen 
dollars; Lieutenant Colonel, twelve dollars; Quar- 
termaster General, Adjutant General, and Surgeon 
General, each, twelve dollars ; Major, ten dollars ; 
Aid-de-Camp, Brigade Major, and Surgeon, each, 
ten dollars; Captain of cavalry, eight dollars; 
Chaplain and Surgeon’s Mate, each, six dollars ; 
Deputy Quartermaster and subalterns of cavalry, 
each, six dollars; Principal Artificer, Paymaster, 
Adjutant. and regimental Quartermaster, each, 
six dollars. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any 
officer, non-commissioned officer, private or mu- 
sician aforesaid, shall be wounded or disabled, 
while in the line of his duty, in public service, he 
shall be placed on the list of the invalids of the 
United States, at such rate of pay, and under such 
regulations, as shall be directed by the President 
of the United States for the time being: Provided, 
always, That the rate of compensation to be al- 
lowed for such wounds or disabilities to a com- 
missioned officer shall never exceed, for the high- 
est disability, half the monthly pay of such officer, 
at the time of his being so disabled or wounded ; 
and that the rate of compensation to non-commis- 
sioned officers, privates, and musicians, shall never 
exceed five dollars per month: And provided, 
also, That all inferior disabilities shall entitle the 
person so disabled to receive an allowance propor- 
tionate to the highest disability. 

Suc. 14. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, privates, and 
musicians, aforesaid, shall be governed by the rules 


'and articles of war, which have been established 


by the United States in Congress assembled, as 
far as the same may be applicable to the Constitu- 


lars ; Surgeons, forty-five dollars ; Surgeon’s-| tion of the United States, or by such rules and ar- 
mates, thirty dollars; Sergeant-majors and Quar- | ticles as may hereafter by law be established. 


termaster-sergeants, eight dollars; senior musi- 
cians, seven dollars ; sergeants, seven dollars ; cor- 
porals, six dollars; musicians, five dollars; pri- 
vates, four dollars ; artificers allowed to the infan- 
try, light dragoons, and artillery, nine dollars; 
matrons and nurses in the hospital, eight dollars. 
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioned officers aforesaid shall be entitled 
to receive, for their daily subsistence, the follow- 
ing number of rations of provisions, to wit: a Ma- 
jor General, fifteen rations; a Brigadier General, 
twelve rations; a Lieutenant Colonel command- 
ant, and Quartermaster-General, each, six ra- 
tions ; a Major, four rations; Brigade Major and 
Aid-de-Camp, four rations; a Captain, three ra- 
tions; a Lieutenant, ensign, or cornet, two rations; 
a Surgeon, as well hospital as regimental, three 
rations ; a Surgeon’s Mate, two rations; a Deputy 
Quartermaster, two rations; a principal and se- 


Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That every 
officer, non-commissioned officer, private, and mu- 
sician aforesaid, shall take and subscribe the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation, to wit: “I, A B, do 
solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) io 
bear true allegiance to the United States of Ame- 
rica, and to serve them honestly and faithfully, 
against all their enemies or opposers, whomsoever, 
and to observe and obey the orders of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the orders of the 
officers appointed over me, according to the rules 
and articles of war.” 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to arm the troops aforesaid, whether riflemen, ar- 
tillerists, dragoons or infantry, as he shall think 
proper; and that it be also lawful for him to for- 
bear to raise, or to discharge, after they shall be 
raised, any part thereof, in case events shall, in his 
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judgment, render his so doing consistent with pub- 
lie safety, and general convenience and economy. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall procure or entice a soldier in the 
service of the United States, to desert, or who 
shall conceal such soldier, knowing him to have 
deserted, or who shall purchase from such soldier 
his arms, or his uniform clothing, or any part 
thereof; and every Captain or commanding offi- 
cer of any ship or vessel, who shall enter on board 
such ship or vessel, as one of his crew, knowing 
him to have deserted, or otherwise carry away 
such soldier, or shall refuse to deliver him up to 
the orders of his commanding officer, shall, upon 
legal conviction, be fined, at the discretion of the 
Court, in any sum not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, or be imprisoned, for any term not ex- 
ceeding one year. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the 
several acts, entitled “ An act for sgulating the 
Military Establishment of the United States ;” 
“An act for raising and adding another regiment 
to the Military Establishment of the United States, 
and for making further provision for the protection 
of the frontiers ;” “ An act for making further and 
more effectual provision for the protection of the 
frontiers of the United States,” be, and the same 
are hereby repealed; and, also, so much of any 
act or acts of the present session, as comes within 
the purview of this act: Provided, always, That 
nothing in this section contained shall be so con- 
strued, as to vacate the commissions which have 
been issued, or any appointments or enlistments 
which have been made in pursuance of the acts 
herein repealed. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 





An Act making further provision for the support of 
Public Credit, and for the redemption of the Public 
Debt. 


Be it enacted, &c., That it shall be lawful for 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, and they 
are hereby empowered, with the approbation of 
the President of the United States, to borrow, or 
cause to be borrowed, from time to time, such 
sums, in anticipation of the revenue appropriated, 
not exceeding, in one year, one million of dollars, 
to be reimbursed within a year from the time of 
each loan, as may be necessary for the payment 
of the interest which shall annually accrue on the 
public debt; and for the payment of the interest 
on any such temporary loan, which shall not ex- 
ceed six per centum per annum, so much of the 
proceeds of the duties on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise imported, on the tonnage of ships or ves- 
sels, and upon spirits distilled within the United 
States, and stills. as may be necessary, shall be, 
and are hereby, appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a loan 
be opened at the Treasury to the full amount of 
the present foreign debt, to continue open until the 
last day of December, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-six, and that the sums 
which may be subscribed to the said loan shall be 
payable and receivable, by way of exchange, in 
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equal sums of the principal of the said foreign 
debt; and that any sum so subscribed and paid 
shall bear an interest equal to the rate of interest 
which is now payable on the principal of such 
part of the foreign debt as shall be paid or ex- 
changed therefor, together with anaddition of one- 
half per centum per annum; the said interest to 
commence on the first day of January next suc- 
ceeding the time of each subscription, and to be 
paid quarterly, at the same periods at which inte- 
rest is now payable and paid upon the domestic 
funded debt: Provided, That the principal of the 
said loan may be reimbursed at any time, at the 
pleasure of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That credits 
to the respective subscribers for the sums by them 
respectively subscribed to the said loan, shall be 
entered and given on the books of the Treasury 
in like manner as for the present domestic funded 
debt ; and that certificates therefor, of a tenor con- 
formable with the provisions of this act, signed by 
the Register of the Treasury, shall issue to the 
several subscribers, and that the said credits, or 
stock standing i. the names of the said subseri- 
bers, respectively, shall be transferable, in like 
manner, and by the like ways and means, as are 
provided by the seventh section of the act afore- 
said, entitled “ An act making provision for the 
debt of the United States,” touching the credits or 
stock therein mentioned ; and that the interest to 
be paid upon the stock which shall be constituted 
by virtue of the said loan shall be paid at the of- 
fices or places where the credits for the same 
shall from time to time stand or be, subject to the 
like conditions and restrictions as are prescribed 
oe by the eighth section of the act last afore- 
said. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the in- 
terest and principal of all loans authorized by this 
act shall be made payable at the Treasury of the 
United States only, so far as relates to the pay- 
ss of the principal and interest of the domestic 

ebt. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the duties on goods, wares, and merchandise 
imported, or the tonnage of ships or vessels, and 
upon spirits distilled within the United States, 
and stills, heretofore appropriated for the interest 
of the foreign debt, as may be liberated or set free. 
by subscriptions to the said loan, together with 
such further sums of the proceeds of the said du- 
ties as may be necessary, shall be, and they are 
hereby, pledged and appropriated, for the payment 
of the interest which shall be payable upon the 
sums subscribed to the said loan, and shall con- 
tinue so pledged and appropriated until the prin- 
cipal of the said loan shall be fully reimbursed and 
redeemed: Provided, always, That nothing here- 
in contained shall be construed to alier, change. 
or in any manner affect the provisions heretofore 
made concerning the said foreign debt, according 
to contract, either during the pendency of the said 
loan or after the closing thereof; but every thing 
shall proceed, touching the said debt, and every 
part thereof, in the same manner as if this act had 
never been passed, except as to such holders there- 
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of as may subscribe to the said loan, and from the 

time of the commencement thereof in each case, 

that is, when interest on any sum subscribed shall 
in to accrue. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the se- 
veral and respective duties laid and contained in 
and by the act, entitled “ An act laying additional 
duties on goods, wares, and merchandise import- 
ed into the United States,” passed the seventh day 
of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
four, shall, together with the other duties hereto- 
fore charged with the payment of interest on the 
public debt, continue to be levied, collected, and 
paid, until the whole of the capital or principal of 
the present debt of the United States, and future 
loans which may be made pursuant to law, for the 
exchange, reimbursement, or redemption thereof, 
or of any part thereof, shall be reimbursed or re- 
deemed, and shall be, and hereby are, pledged and 
appropriated for the payment of interest upon the 
said debt and loans, until the same shall be so re- 
imbursed or redeemed. 

Sec. 7. And beit further enacted, That the re- 
servation made by the fourth section of the afore- 
said act, entitled “ An act making provision for 
the reduction of the public debt,” be annulled, and, 
in lieu thereof, that so much of the duties on goods, 
wares, and merchandise imported, on the tonnage 
of ships or vessels, and upon spirits distilled within 
the United States, and stills,as may be necessary, 
be, and the same hereby are, substituted, pledged, 
and appropriated for satisfying the purpose of the 
said reservation. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing appropriations, in addition to those hereto- 
fore made be made, to the fund constituted by the 





so much of the stock of the Bank of the United 
States as belongs to the United States, (deduct- 
ing thereout such sums as will be requisite to pay 
interest on any part remaining unpaid of the loan 
of two million of dollars had of the Bank of the 
United States, pursuant to the eleventh section of 
the act by which the said Bank is incorporated :) 
Thirdly. So much of the duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise imported, on the tonnage of ships 
or vessels, and on spirits distilled within the Unit- 
ed States, and stills, as, with the said dividends, 
after such deduction, will be sufficient, yearly and 
every year, to pay the remaining instalments of 
the principal of the said loan as they shail become 
due, and as, together with any moneys which, by 
virtue of provisions in former acts, and herein- 
before made, shall, on the first day of January, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and two, be- 
long to the said Sinking Fund, not otherwise spe- 
cially appropriated ; and with the interest on each 
instalment, or part of principal, which shall from 
time to time be reimbursed or paid of that part of 
the debt or stock, which, on the first day of January, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and one, 
shall begin to bear an interest of six per centum per 
annum, will be sufficient, yearly and every year, 
commencing on the first day of January, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and two, to reimburse 
and pay so much as may rightfully be reimbursed 
and paid of the said principal of the said debt or stock 
which shall so begin to bear an interest of six per 
centum per annum, on the said first day of Janu- 
ary,in the year one thousandeight hundred and one, 
excluding that which shall stand to the eredit of 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund and that 
which shall stand to the credit of certain States, 


seventh section of the act, entitled “ Anact supple- | as aforesaid: Fourthly. The nett proceeds of the 


mentary tothe act making provision for the debt of 
the United States,” passed the eighth day of May, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, to be 
hereafter denominated “The Sinking Fund,” to 
wit: First. So much of the proceeds of the du- 
ties on goods, wares, and merchandise imported, 
on the tonnage of ships or vessels, and on spirits 
distilled within the United States, and stills, as, 
together with the moneys which now constitute 
the said fund, and shall accrue to it, by virtue of 
the provisions hereinbefore made, and by the in- 
terest upon each instalment, or part of principal 
which shali be reimbursed, will be sufficient, 
yearly and every year, commencing the first day 
of January next, to reimburse and pay so much as 
may rightfully be reimbursed and paid, of the 
principal of that part of the debt or stock which, 
on the said first day of January next, shall bear 
an interest of six per centum per annum, redeem- 
able by payments on account both of principal 
and interest, not exceeding, in one year, eight 
per centum, excluding that which shall stand to 
the credit of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund, and that which shall stand to the credit of 
certain States, in consequence of the balances re- 
ported in their favor by the Commissioners for 
settling accounts between the United States and 
individual States: Secondly. The dividends 
which shall be from time to time declared on 


sales of lands belonging, or which shall hereafter 
belong to the United States, in the Western Terri- 
tory thereof: Fifthly. All moneys which shall be 
received into the Treasury on account of debts 
due to the United States by reason of any matter 
prior to their present Constitution: And, lastly, 
All surplusses of the revenues of the United States 
which shall remain, at the end of any calendar 
year, beyond the amount of the appropriations 
charged upon the said revenues, and which, dur- 
ing the session of Congress next thereafter, shall 
not be otherwise specially appropriated or reserv- 
ed by law. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That as well 
the moneys which shall accrue to the said Sinking 
Fund, by virtue of the provisions of this act, as 
those which shall have accrued to the same by 
virtue of the provisions of any former act or acts, 
shall be under the direction and management of 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, or the 
officers designated in and by the second section of 
the act, entitled “An act making provision for 
the reduction of the Public Debt,” passed the 
twelfth day of August, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety, and their successors in office ; 
and shall be and continue appropriated to the 
said fund until the whole of the present debt of 
of the United States, foreign and domestic, fund- 
ed and unfunded, including future loans, which 








1523 





may be made for reimbursing or redeeming any 
instalments or parts of principal of the said debt, 
shall be reimbursed and redeemed; and shall be, 
and are hereby declared to be, vested in the said 
Commissioners, in trust, to be applied according 
to the provisions of the aforesaid act of the eight 
day of May, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, and of this act, to the reim- 
bursement and redemption of the said debt, in- 
cluding the loans aforesaid, until the same shall 
be fully reimbursed and redeemed. And the faith 
of the United States is hereby pledged that the 
moneys or funds aforesaid shall inviolably remain 
and be appropriated and vested, as aforesaid, to be 
applied to the said reimbursement and redemp- 
tion, in manner aforesaid, until the same shall be 
fully and completely effected. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all re- 
imbursements of the capital or principal of the 
Public Debt, foreign and domestic, shall be made 
under the superintendence of the Commission- 
ers of the Sinking Fund, who are hereby em- 
powered and required, if necessary, with the ap- 
probation of the President -* the United States, 
as any instalments or parts of the said capi- 
tal or principal become due, to borrow, on the 
credit of the United States, the sums requisite for 
the payment of the said instalments or parts of 
pense: Provided, That any loan which may 

e made to the said Commissioners shall be lia- 
ble to reimbursement at the pleasure of the Unit- 
ed States; and that the rate of interest thereupon 
shall not exceed six per centum per annum ; and, 
for greater caution, it is hereby declared that it 
shall be deemed a good execution of the said 
power to borrow, for the said Commissioners, 
with the approbation of the President, to cause to 
be constituted certificates of stock, signed by the 
Register of the Treasury, for the sums to be re- 
spectively borrowed, bearing an interest of six per 
centum per annum, and redeemable at the plea- 
sure of the United States; and to cause the said 
certificates of stock to be sold in the market of the 
United States, or elsewhere: Provided, That no 
such stock be sold under par. And for the pay- 
ment of interest on any sum or sums which may 
be so borrowed, either by direct loans or by the 
sale of certificates of stock, the interest on the 
sum or sums which shall be reimbursed b; \= 
proceeds thereof, (except that upon the funde. 
stock, bearing and to bear an interest of six per 
centum, redeemable by payments, not exceeding 
in one year eight per centum on account both of 
principal and interest,) and so much of the duties 
on goods, wares, and merchandise imported, on 
the tonnage of ships or vessels, and upon spirits 
distilled within the United States, and upon stills, 
as may be necessary, shall be, and hereby are, 
pledged and appropriated. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund to cause to be applied and paid, out of the 
said fund, yearly and every year, at the Treasury 
of the United States, the several and respective 
sums following, to wit: First—Such sum and 
sums as, according to the right for that purpose 
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reserved, may rightfully be paid for, and towards 
the reimbursement or redemption of such Debt 
or stock of the United States, as, on the first day 
of January next, shall bear an interest of six per 
centum per annum, redeemable by payments, not 
exceeding in one year eight per centum, on ac- 
count both of principal and interest, excluding 
that standing to the credit of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, and that standing to the 
credit of certain States, as aforesaid, commencing 
the said reimbursement or redemption on the said 
first day of January next. Secondly—Such sum 
and sums as, according to the conditions of the 
aforesaid Loan, had of the Bank of the United 
States, shall be henceforth payable towards the 
reimbursement thereof, as the same shall respect- 
ively accrue. Thirdly—Such sum and sums, as 
according to the right for that purpose reserved, 
may rightfully be paid for and towards the reim- 
bursement o: redemption of such Debt or stock 
of the United States as, on the first day of Ja- 
nuary, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and one, shall begin to bear an interest of six per 
centum per annum, redeemable by payments, not 
exceeding in one year eight per centum, on ac- 
count both of principal and interest, excluding 
that standing to the credit of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, and that standing to the 
credit of certain States, as aforesaid, commencing 
the said reimbursement or redemption, on the first 
day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and two; and also to cause to be applied 
all such surplus of the said fund as may at any 
time exist, after satisfying the purposes aforesaid, 
towards the further and final redemption of the 
present Debt of the United States, foreign and do- 
mestic, funded and unfunded, including loans for 
the reimbursement thereof, by payment or pur- 
chase, until the said Debt shall be completely re- 
imbursed or redeemed. 

Sec. 12. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That nothing in this act shall be construed to 
vest in the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund a 
right to pay,in the purchase or discharge of the un- 
funded Domestic Debt of the United States, a higher 
rate than the market price or value of the Funded 
Debt of the United States: And, provided also, 
That if, after ail the debts and loans aforesaid, now 
due, and that shall arise under this act, excepting 
the said Debt or stock bearing an interest of three 
per cent., shall be fully paid and discharged, or 
os of the principal of the said Debt or stock 

earing an interest of three per cent., as afore- 
said, shall be unredeemed, the Government shall 
have liberty, if they think proper, to make other 
and different appropriations of the said funds. _ 

Sec. 13. And. e it further enacted, That all pri- 
orities heretofore established in the appropriations 
by law, for the interest on the Debt of the United 
States, as between the different parts of the said 
Debt, shall, after the year one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, cease, with regard to all 
creditors of the United States who do not, before 
the expiration of the said period, signify, in writ- 
ing, to the Comptroller of the Treasury, their 
dissent therefrom ; and that thenceforth, with the 
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exception only of the debts of such creditors who 
shall so signify their dissent, the funds or reve- 
nues charged with the said appropriations shall, 
together; constitute a common or consolidated 
fund, chargeable indiscriminately, and without 
priority, with the payment of the said interest. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That all cer- 
tificates, commonly called Loan Office certificates, 
final settlements, and indents of interest, which, 
at the time of passing this act, shall be outstanding, 
shall, on or before the first day of January, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven, be presented at the office of the Auditor of 
the Treasury of the United States, for the pur- 
pose of being exchanged for other certificates of 
equivalent value and tenor, or, at the option of 
the holders thereof, respectively, to be registered 
at the said office. and returned ; in which case it 
shall be the duty of the said Auditor to cause 
some durable mark or marks to be set on each 
certificate, which shall ascertain and fix its identi- 
ty,and whether genuine, or counterfeit, or forged ; 
and every of the said certificates which shall not 
be presented at the said office within the said 
time, shali be forever after barred or precluded 
from settlement of allowance. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, Thatif any 
transfer of stock standing to the credit of a State 
shall be made pursuant to the act, entitled “An 
act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing 
to the credit of certain States,” passed the second 
day of January, in this present year, after the last 
day of December next, the same shall be upon 
condition, that it shall be lawful to reimburse, at 
a subsequent period of reimbursement, so much 
of the principal of the stock so transferred as 
will make the reimbursement thereof equal in 
proportion and degree to that of the same stock 
transferred previous to the said day. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That, in re- 
gard to any sum which shall have remained un- 
expended upon any appropriation other than for 
the payment of interest on the Funded Debt; for 
the payment of interest upon, and reimburse- 
ment, according to contract, of any loan or loans 
made on account of the United States, for the 
purposes of the Sinking Fund, or for a purpose 
in respect to which a longer duration is specially 
assigned by law, for more than two years after 
the expiration of the calendar year in which the 
act of appropriation shall have been passed, such 
appropriation shall be deemed to have ceased and 
been determined; and the sum so unexpended 
shall be carried to an account on the books of 


the Treasury, to be denominated “The Surplus | 


Fund.” But no appropriation shall be deemed 
to have so ceased and been determined until after 
the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
five, unless it shall appear to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, that the object thereof hath been fully 
satisfied ; in which case it shall be lawful for him 
to cause to be carried the unexpended residue 
thereof to the said account of “the Surplus Fund.” 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the De- 
partment of the Treasury, according to the re- 
spective duties of the several officers thereof, shall 
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establish such forms and rules of proceeding for 
and touching the execution of this act as shall be 
conformable with the provisions thereof. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That all the re- 
strictions and regulations heretofore established 
by law for regulating the execution of the duties 
enjoined upon the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund shall apply to and be in as full force for the 
execution of the analogous duties enjoined by this 
act as if they were herein particularly repeated 
and re-enacted: and a particular account of all 
sales of stock, or of loans by them made, shall be 


their meeting next after the making of any such 
loan or sale of stock. 

Sec.19. And be it further enacted, That in every 
case in which power is given by this act to make 
a loan, it shall be lawful for such loan to be made 
of the Bank of the United States, although the 
same may exceed the sum of fifty thousand dol- 
lars. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the act laying duties upon carriages 
for the conveyance of persons, and of the act lay- 
ing duties on licenses for selling wines and fo- 
reign distilled spirituous liquors by retail, and of 
the act laying certain duties upon snuff and re- 
fined sugar, and of the act laying duties on pro- 
perty sold at auction, as limits the duration of the 
said several acts, be, and the same is hereby re- 
pealed ; and that all the said several acts be, and 
the same are hereby, continued in force until the 

| first day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
| and one. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 


An Act making further appropriations for the Military 
and Naval Establishments, and for the support of 
Government. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, including the appropriae 
tion of five hundred thousand dollars, made for 
the Military Establishment for the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-five, by an act of 
the present session, there be appropriated for the 
said Military Establishment a sum not exceeding 
one million four hundred and sixty-nine thousand 
four hundred and thirty-nine dollars and twenty- 
nine cents—that is to say: For the pay of the 
legion of the United States, three hundred and 
four thousand five huadred and forty-eight dol- 
lars. For the pay of the corps of artillery, fifty- 
six thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight dol- 
lars. For subsistence of the legion and artillery, 

| three hundred and sixty-one thousand seven hun- 
dred and nineteen dollars and thirty cents. For 
forage and cavalry, thirty-three thousand seven 
hundred and twenty dollars. For clothing, one 
hundred and twenty thousand four hundred and 
forty dollars. For equipments for the cavalry, 
seven thousand three hundred and fourteen dol- 
lars. For horses for the cavalry, twenty-four 
thousand dollars. For bounty, five thousand dol- 
lars. For the hospital department, twenty thou- 
sand dollars. For the ordnance department, ele- 
ven thousand three hundred and sixty-five dollars 
and ninety-nine cents. For the Indian depart- 
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ment, eighty thousand dollars. For the quarter- 
master’s department, one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. For contingencies of the War De- 

rtment, thirty thousand dollars. For the de- 

ensive protection of the frontiers, one hundred 

and thirty thousand dollars. For the completion 
of the fortifications, fifty thousand dollars. For 
additional pay and bounty to the legion and ar- 
tillery, pursuant to an act of the present session, 
seventy-seven thousand four hundred and sixty- 
four dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for de- 
fraying the expense of six months’ pay and subsist- 
ence of a detachment of militia under the com- 
mand of Major General Morgan, pursuant to an 
act of the present session, there be appropriated 
the sum of one hundred thousand six hundred 
and eighty-two dollars—that is to say: For the 
general staff, four thousand one hundred and 
thirty-four dollars. For Major Brooke’s battalion, 
nineteen thousand eight hundred and forty-eight 
dollars. For Major Linn's battalion, twenty-one 
thousand three hundred dollars. For cavalry, 
twenty-three thousand four hundred dollars. For 
subsistence, twenty-four thousand dollars. For 
forage for officers and cavalry, eight thousand dol- 


lars. 

Sec.3. And beit further enacted, That the surplus 
which may remain unexpended of the sum of six 
hundred and eighty-eight thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-eight dollars and eighty-two cents, 
which was appropriated for the use of the Naval 
Department, in the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-four, by an act passed the ninth 
day of June last, shall be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated to the use of the said Naval Depart- 
ment, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there be 
appropriated the several sums following, to wit: 
For the payment of military pensions, for the 
year one thesand seven hundred and ninety-five, 
eighty-five ‘. vusand three hundred and fifty-seven 
dollars and four cents; and asum not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars for the contingent purposes 
of Government, subject to the disposition of the 
President of the United States. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the seve- 
ral appropriations hereinbefore made, shall be paid 
and discharged out of the funds following, to wit: 
First—The surplus of the sum of six hundred 
thousand dollars, reserved by the “Act making 
provision for the Debt of the United States.” and 
which will accrue during the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five ; Secondly—The 
surplus of revenue and income beyond the appro- 
priations heretofore charged thereupon, to the end 
of the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five; and, Thirdly—The surplus which 
shall remain unexpended of the moneys appro- 
priated to the use of the War Department for 
po year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
our. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be empowered to 
borrow, on behalf of the United States, of the 


—— —~ 


Bank of the United States, which is hereby au- 
thorized to lend the same, or of any other body 
or bodies politic, person or persons, any sum or 
sums not exceeding in the whole the sums herein 
appropriated, and to be applied to the purposes 
aforesaid, and to be reimbursed, as well interest as 
principal, out of the funds aforesaid. 
Approved, March 3, 1795. 





An Act supplementary to the act entitled “ An act es- 
tablishing a Mint, and regulating the coins of the 
United States.” 

Be it enacted, &c., That, for the better conduct- 
ing of the business of the Mint of the United 
States, there shall be an additional officer ap- 

inted therein, by the name of the Melter and 

efiner, whose duty shall be to take charge 
of all copper, and silver or gold bullion, delivered 
out by the Treasurer of the Mint, after it has 
been assayed, agreeably to the rules and customs 
of the Mint already directed and established, or 
which may hereafter be directed and established, 
by the accounting officers of the Treasury, and to 
reduce the same into bars or ingots, fit for the 
rolling mills, and then to deliver them to the 

Coiner or Treasurer, as the Director shall judge 

expedient; and to do and perform all other du- 

ties belonging to the office of a Melter and Refiner, 
or which shall be ordered by the Director of the 

Mint. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Melter and Refiner of the said Mint shall, before 
he enters upon the execution of his said office, 
take an oath or affirmation before some Judge of 
the United States, faithfully and diligently to per- 
form the duties thereof. And, also, shall become 
bound to the United States of America, with one 
or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in the sum of six thousand 
dollars, with condition for the faithful and dili- 
gent performance of the several duties of his 
office. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed and paid to the said Melter and 
Refiner of the Mint, as a compensation for 
his services, the yearly salary of fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Director of the Mint be, and hereby is, authorized, 
with the approbation of the President of the Unit- 
ed States, to employ such person as he may judge 
suitable to discharge the duties of the Melter and 
Refiner, until a Melter and Refiner shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
of the Senate. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the Mint shall be, and he is hereby, 
directed to retain two cents per ounce from every 
deposite of silver bullion, below the standard of 
the United States, which hereafter shall be made 
for the purpose of refining and coining; and four 
cents per ounce from every deposite of gold bul- 
lion made as aforesaid, below the standard of the 
United States, unless the same shall be so far be- 


low the standard as to require the operation 0- 
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the test, in which case the Treasurer shall retain 
six cents per ounce, which sum so retained shall 
be accounted for by the said Treasurer with the 
Treasury of the United States, as a compensation 
for melting and refining the same. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the Mint shall not be obliged to re- 
ceive from any person, for the purpose of refining 
and coining, any deposite of silver bullion, below 
the standard of the United States, in a smaller 
quantity than two hundred ounces; nora like de- 
posite of gold bullion below the said standard, in a 
smaller quantity than twenty ounces. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, from 


and after the passing of this act, it shall and may | 


be lawful for the officers of the Mint to give a 
preference to silver or gold bullion, deposited for 
coinage, which shall be of the standard of the 
United States, so far as respects the coining of 
the same, although bullion below the standard, 
and not yet refined, may have been deposited for 
coinage, previous thereto, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding: Provided, That nothing here- 
in shall justify the officers of the Mint, or any 
one of them, in unnecessarily delaying the refin- 
ing any silver or gold bullion below standard, that 
may be deposited as aforesaid. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he is here- 
by, authorized, whenever he shall think it for the 
benefit of the United States, to reduce the weight 
of the copper coin of the United States: Previd- 
ed, Such reduction shall not, in the whole, ex- 
ceed two pennyweights in each cent, and in the 
like proportion in a half cent; of which he shall 
give notice by Proclamation, and communicate 
the same to the then next session of Congress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Treasurer of the United States, 
from time to time, as often as he shall receive 
copper cents and half cents from the Treasurer of 
the Mint, to send them to the Bank or Branch 
Banks of the United States, in each of the States 
where such Bank is established; and where there 
is no Bank established, then to the Collector of 
the principal town im such State, (in the propor- 
tion of the number of inhabitants of such State,) 
to be by such Bank or Collector paid out to the 
citizens of the State for cash, in sums not less 
than ten dollars value: and that the same be done 
at the risk and expense of the United States, un- 
der such regulations as shall be prescribed by the 
Department of the Treasury. 

eee red, March 3, 1795. 


An Act for the more effectual recovery of debts due from 
individuals to the United States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Comptroller of the 
Treasury be, and is hereby. authorized to issue a 
notification to any person who has received 
moneys for which he is accountable to the United 
States, or to the executor or administrator of such 
person, if he be deceased, requiring him to render 
to the Auditor of the Treasury, at such time as he 
shall think reasonable, according to the cireum- 
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stances of the case, within twelve months from 
the date of such notification, all his accounts and 
vouchers, for the expenditure of the said moneys, 
and in default thereof, suits shall, at the diseretion 
of the Comptroller of the Treasury be commenced 
for the same, without further notice. And the 
party sued, as aforesaid, shall-be subject to the 
costs and charges of such suits, whether the ulti- 
mate decision shall be in his favor or against him. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Marshals of the respective districts be, and are 
hereby, authorized and directed to serve the said 
notifications on the parties therein named, by leav- 
ing copies thereof at their respective dwellings, or 
usual places of abode, at least four months before 
the time fixed in such notification for renderin 
their accounts, as aforesaid, and that the return 0 
the said notifications to the Comptroller’s office, 
with the Marshal’s certifice thereon, that such ser- 
vice has been made, be deemed legal evidence in 
the District or Circuit Courts, of the proceedings, 
and for the recovery of costs and charges. And 
that in cases where accounts shall be rendered to 
the Auditor of the Treasury, within the time 
limited in the notifications aforesaid, he shall im- 
mediately proceed to liquidate the credits to be 
passed for the said accounts, and report the same 
to the Comptroller, with a particular list of any 
claims which shall have been disallowed by him. 
And that the Comptroller of the Treasury imme- 
diately proceed to the examination of the credits 
allowed by the Auditor, and if the same be approv- 
ed by him, that he cause credit therefor to be 
passed on the public books. And the Comptroller 
shall also appoint a day for hearing the claimant 
on the claims so disallowed by the Auditor, as 
aforesaid. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That a list 
of all such credits aforesaid, as shall have been 
claimed, and not admitted by the Comptroller, be 
made out and transmitted to the Marshal of the 
distriet, where the claimant resides; and that a 
copy thereof be served onthe claimant, or left at his 
dwelling or last usual place of abode, with notice 
of the time assigned by the Comptroller, for the 
final hearing, as aforesaid, at least four months be- 
fore such hearing ; of which proceedings, the Mar- 
shal is hereby directed to transmit an official re- 
turn to the Comptroller. And in case of omission 
or neglect on the part of the claimant to assign In 
writing, or otherwise. his reasons to the Comp- 
troller, within the time limited, as aforesaid, why 
the suspended credits should be admitted, all fu- 
ture claims therefor shall be, and are hereby for- 
ever barred. But in case the claimant shall, within 
the time aforesaid, assign in writing, or otherwise, 
his reasons why the suspended credits should be 
admitted, the Comptroller shall immediately con- 
sider the same, and decide thereon according to 
the principles of equity, and the usages of the 
Treasury Department. é 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where the final decision of the Comptroller 
shall be against the claimant, such determination 
sb]l be final and conclusive to all concerned. 
~“roved, March 3, 1795. 








An act to authorize a grant of lands to the French in- 
habitants of Galliopolis, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States shall be, and he is hereby author- 
ized and empowered to cause to be surveyed in the 
Territory Northwest of the Ohio, a tract of land 
situated on the northerly bank of the river Ohio, 
beginning one mile and a half on a straight line 
above the mouth of Little Sandy, thence down the 
said river Ghio, along the courses thereof eight 
miles when reduced to a straight line, thence at 
right angles from each extremity of the said line, 
so as to include the quantity of twenty-four thou- 
sand acres of land to be disposed as hereinafter 
directed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident be authorized to cause to be ascertained the 
number of French inhabitants and actual settlers 
of the town or settlement of Galliopolis, being 
males above eighteen years of age, or widows who 
are or shall be within the said town or settlement 
of Galliopolis on the first day of November next. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby authorized and empowered, to issue letters 
patent in the name and under the seal of the Unit- 
ed States, thereby granting to John Gabriel Ger- 
vais and his heirs, four thousand acres of land, part 
of the said twenty-four thousand acres to be located 
on the Northwest bank of the river Ohio opposite 
to the mouth of the Little Sandy with conditions 
in the said letters patent that if the said John Ga- 
briel Gervais or his heirs, shall not personally 
within three years from the date of the same pa- 
tent, settle on the same tract of land, and there 
continue settled for three years next thereafter, 
the same letters patent shall be void and deter- 
mine, and the title thereof revest in the United 
States, as if this law had not passed. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby authorized and empowered to cause to be 
surveyed, laid off, and divided, the remaining 
twenty thousand acres of land, residue of the 
twenty-four thousand acres, into as many lots or 
parts as the actual settlers of Galliopolis shall, on 
the ascertainment aforesaid, amount to, and the 
same to be designated, marked, and numbered, on a 
plat thereof, to be returned to the Secretary of the 
said Territory, together with a certificate of the 
courses of the said lots, the said lots, or parts of 
the aforesaid tract, to be assigned to the settlers 
aforesaid by lot. And the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized and empowered, to 
issue letters patent as aforesaid, to the said actual 
settlers and their heirs, for the said twenty thou- 
sand acres to be held by them in severalty in lots 
to be designated and described by their numbers 
on the plat aforesaid, with condition in the same 
letters patent, that if one or more of the said gran- 
tees, his or her heirs or assigns, shall not, within 
five years from the date of the same letters, make 
or cause and procure to be made an actual settle- 
ment on the lot or lots assigned to him, her, or 
them, and the same continue for five years there- 
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after, that then the said letters patent, so far as 
concerns the said lot or lots not settled and con- 
tinued to be settled as aforesaid, shall cease and 
determine, and the title thereof shall revest in the 
United States in the same manner as if this law 
had not passed. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act shall be taken or considered in any 
manner to impair or affect the claims of the said 
settlers against any person or persons, for or 
by reason of any contracts heretofore made by 
them, but that the same contracts shall be and re- 
main in the same stateas if this law had not 
passed. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 





An Act for the more general promulgation of the Laws 
of the United States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, for the more general 
promulgation of the Laws of the United States, 
the Secretary for the Department of State shall, 
after the end of the next session of Congress, 
cause to be printed and collated, at the public ex- 
pense, a complete edition of the Laws of the Unit- 
ed States, comprising the Constitution of the 
United States, the Public Acts then in force, and 
the Treaties, together with an index to the same. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That four 
thousand five hundred copies of the said edition, 
shall be divided by the said Secretary, among the 
respective States and the Territories Northwest 
and South of the river Ohio, according to the 
rule for apportioning representatives; and that the 
proportion of each State or Territory, shall be 
transmitted by the said Secretary to the Governor 
or Supreme Executive Magistrate thereof, to be 
deposited in such fixed and convenient place in 
each county, or other subordinate civil division of 
such State or Territory, as the Executive or Le- 
gislature thereof shall deem most conducive to 
the general information of the people; and that 
five hundred copies of the said edition be reserved 
for the future disposition of Congress 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the acts 
passed at each succeeding session of Congress, in- 
cluding future Treaties, shall be printed and dis- 
tributed in like manner and proportion. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 





Ar Act making provision for the purposes of trade with 
the Indians. 

Be it enacted, §&c., Thata sum not exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars be appropriated to the pur- 
chase of goods for supplying the Indians within 
the limits of the United States, for the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five ; and that 
the sale of such goods be made under the direction 
of the President of the United States. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 





An Act to regulate the compensation of Clerks. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of the Department of 
State, and the Secretary of the Department of 
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War. be authorized to vary, for the present year, 
the compensations heretofore established for clerks 
in their respective Departments, in such manner 
as the services to be performed shall in their judg- 
ment require; so, however, that no principal 
clerk shall receive more than at the rate of one 
thousand dollars per annum, and that the aggre- 
gate of the compensations for clerks in either of 
the said Departments shall not for the said year 
exceed the aggregate of the compensations allow- 

ed for clerks in the same De ‘partment for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four; and 
that an additional compensation not exc eeding the 
rate of two hundred dollars per annum be allowed 
for one clerk employed by the Director of the 
Mint during the present year. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there 
be allowed for the year one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-five, to the Commissioners of 
Loans in the States of Massachusetts and New 
York, respectively, not exceeding five clerks at ihe 
rate of five hundred dollars each ; to the Commis- 
sioner of Loans in the State of Connecticut, not 
exceeding two clerks at the rate of four hundred 
dollars each; and to the Commissioner of Loans 
in the States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and South 
Carolina respectively, not exceeding two clerks 
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at the rate of five hundred dollars each. The ag- 
gregate of the compensations for clerks employed 
by either of the said Commissioners to be appor- 
tioned among them at his discretion. That there 
be allowed for the year aforesaid, in lieu of clerk 
hire, to the Commissioner of Loans in the State 
of New Hampshire, three hundred and fifty dol- 
lars; to the Commissioner of Loans in the State 
of Rhode Island, four hundred dollars; to the 
Commissioner of Loans in the State of New Jer- 
sey, three hundred dollars; and to the Commis- 
sioner of Loans in the State of Maryland, two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 


Approved, March 3, 1795. 


An Act authorizing the exportation of arms, cannon; 
and military stores in certain cases. 

Be it enacted, &c., That in cases connected with 
the security of the commercial interest of the 
United States, and for public purposes only, the 
President of the United States be, and hereby is 
authorized to permit the e xportation of arms, can- 
non, and military stores, the law prohibiting the 
exportation of the same to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Approved, March 3, 1795. 





